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OF THE 


PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES 


OF THE 


HOUSES or LORDS AND COMMONS, 


In the FOURTH SESSION of the 


* 


Eighteenth Parliament of GREAT BRITAIN, 


Appointed to be holden at WESTMINSTER, 


On Turspax the 27th of SEPTEMBER 1796. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Monday, March 3. 


Tur Sheriffs of London preſented a petition from the Lord 
Mayor, Aldermen, and Common Council, againſt the bill pending 
in Parliament for the conſtructing of Wet Docks, ſtating it as a 
bill tending to the endangering of the privileges of the city of 
London, and praying that it may not be paſſed into a law. 
Ordered to lie upon the table. | 

Mr. WILLIAM SMITH roſe, he ſaid, in conſequence of 
ſome words which dropt from him in the courſe of Friday night's 
debate, and which had given uneaſineſs to a numerous and reſpect- 
able claſs of His Majeſty's ſubjects, the Roman Catholics. In the 
courſe of that debate he was led to diſcuſs the tenets of that order 
of religion; and whether from miſrepreſentation, or from his want 
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of precaution in guarding againſt miſrepreſentation, he omitted to 
ſay, that the Engliſh Roman Catholics had made a complete re- 
nunciation of thoſe tenets : but if thoſe tenets, which he then im- 
puted to the Roman Catholics, were held by thoſe of England, they 
would be a moſt dangerous claſs of ſubjeas. Though they were 
Catholics, they were not, in the ſtricteſt ſenſe of the word, Papiſts ; 
for by Papiſts he underſtood thoſe who believed that a diſpenſation 
from the Pope diſſolved the civil relation that ſubſiſted between the 
ſubject and his prince; tenets certainly the moſt dangerous, but 
ſuch as had been unequivocally renounced by the Britiſh Catholies; 
and, therefore, whatever their errors may be, they were perfectly 
harmleſs in a political ſenſe. And now he hoped that theſe his ſen- 
timents would go as extenſively abroad, as thoſe which he had, 
through inadvertence, uttered on Friday evening; and that the im- 
preſſion which he found they had made, would by this explanation 
be completely done away. 


Tueſday, March 4. 


Mr. TronrnToON preſented a petition on behalf of the Go- 
vernors and Directors of the Bank of England, reſpeQing certain 
additional buildings and erections, rendered neceflar; by the increaſe 
of public buſineſs. Referred to a Committee. 

Mr. Ros E brought in the bill for renewing the Bank Charter ; : 
which was read a firſt time. 

The Loan and Exciſe bills were reported. 

The bill for granting to His Majeſty the ſum of 2 200,000]. to- 
wards the liquidation of the National Debt, was read a firſt time. 


Wedneſday, March 5. 


Colonel STANLEY preſented a petition from the Cotton Wea- 
vers of York, Lancaſhire, Cheſter, and Derby, complaining of the 
inſufficiency of their wages to meet the high price of proviſions ; of 
the Combination of the Maſters againſt the Journeymen, a Com- 
bination ſo mighty, and conducted with ſo much ſecrecy, that the 
petitioners had no hope of obtaining relief from exiſting laws ade- 
quate to the redreſs of their particular grievances, which occaſioned 


frequent and remedileſs difputes between them. The petitioners 


then prayed for a bill to be paſſed as a remedy for the evil com- 


plained of. He ſaid, that a matter of ſuch ſerious conſideration 


ſhould be taken up in due time, and for the preſent he would 
move that the petition ſhould lie upon the tabls ; adding, that on 
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a future day he would move, that it ſhould be referred to the con- 
fideration of a Committee. Ordered to lie upon the table. 

Colonel Stanley alſo preſented a petition from the Maſter Cotton 
ManufaQurers of Derby and Lancathire, complaining that they had 
materially ſuffered in their trade in conſequence of there being no 
exiſting law to regulate the prices of labour, and therefore pray- 
ing that a law ſhould be paſſed for regulating and ſettling the wages 
of Journeymen Cotton Weavers. He then moved, that this peti- 
tion ſhould lie upon the table, and ſaid, that on ſome future day he 
would move that this petition alſo ſhould be referred to the ſame 
Committee. 

Sir WILLIAM GEARY obtained leave to bring in a bill to en- 
able Commiſſioners, to be named in the act, to purchaſe a ſpot of 
ground for buizding a Jail in the Weſt Diviſion of Kent. 

Mr. D. P. COKE ſaid, that in compliance with the requeſt of 
a number of very reſpectable Magiſtrates, he had to offer to the 
Houſe the bill, of which he had given notice, for adjuſting ſuch 
diſputes as may ariſe between maſters and ſervants with reſpect to 
wages. The bill was of a remedial kind, and ſuch as he did not 
expect any oppoſition to from thoſe who were the beſt qualified to 
judge of it. A noble and learned Judge, one of the greateſt lawyers 
of the day, and poſſibly equal to any that ever ornamented his pro- 
feſſion, and now at the head of it, complained, in an action that was 
brought before him, of its being an inſtance of the deficiency of our 
police, and ſuch a deficiency as might operate to the injury of both 
parties, in deſtroying that relation which ought to ſubſiſt between 
the maſter and ſervant This was an alluſion to Lord Kenyon's 
remarking in a certain cauſe brought by a ſervant againſt his maſ- 
ter] - that it ſeemed proper to the wiſdom of the Legiſlature two 
centuries ago to ſubject to certain regulations all ſervants in huſ- 
bandry, and lamenting at the ſame time, - that the ſame regulations 
were not extended to domeſtic and menial ſervants. Mr. Coke 
then referred to ſtatute 5th of Elizabeth, which gives Magiſtrates 
a Juriſdiction 1 in geri over all ſervants; but ſubſequent ſtatutes 
mentioning certain reſtriQions on ſervants in huſbandry, doubts 
were entertained whether the ſtatute of Elizabeth gave juriſdiQion 
over any other ſervants, On this conſtruQion of the ſtatutes 
Magiſtrates added now]; and he himſelf had to regret, that on appli- 
cation to him as a Magiſtrate, when he was informed that the par- 
ties were menial ſervants, he was obliged to inform them, that he 


MARCH 5.] 


| had no juriſdiction over them, but that they muſt bave, recourſe to 


an action at law. This remedy is often worſe tlian the evil com- 
plained of, eſpecially in the caſe of a hard and bad maſter, whete 
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the ſervant, though he ſhould obtain a verdict, yet muſt pay ol. 
On this conſideration, he thought Magiſtrates on whom this new 
trouble would devolve would not complain of the hardſhips of it ; 
at leaſt he had reaſon to believe that they would not oppoſe this 
bill. But that it ſhould be previouſly well underſtood, he would 
propoſe firſt to bring in the bill, then to have it printed and ſent 
down for the inſpection- of the Magiſtrates themſelves at quarter 
ſeſſions, and to have it read a ſecond time on Tueſday 22d of 
April. He then moved for leave to bring in “ A bill for the bet- 
ter regulating and ſettling of wages between Maſters and Miſtreſſes 
of familics, and their domeſtic and menial ſervants.” Leave 
granted. 

The honourable Member afterwards brought up the bill, which 
was read a firſt time. He wiſhed it to be printec, and the ſenſe 
of the country Magiſtrates taken upon it previous to the enſuing 
quarter ſeſſions ; for this purpoſe he moved it ſhould be printed, 
and read a ſecond time on Tueſday the 22d of April next. Or- 
dered accordingly. f 

The Loan Bill was read a third time and paſſed, a clauſe being 
added relative to certain payments in Exchequer Bills by the 
Bank. | 

The bill for granting additional duties of Exciſe on tea and ſpirits, 
was read a third time and pafled. 

The bill for applying 3,000,000). to be advanced by the Bank 
for the extenſion of its charter, was read a ſecond time. 

Sir JOHN ANDERSON obtained leave to bring in a bill for the 
improvement of 'Femple Bar and Snow Hill. 


Thurſday, March 6. _ 


Lord HawkEsBURY brought up the Report of the Corn Com- 
mittee. Referred to the Committce of the whole Houſe, appointed 
to conſider farther of the preſent ſcarcity. 

The bill for granting 200,000]. for the reduction of the Na- 
tional Debt paſſed through a Committee of the whole Houſe, and 
the Report was ordered to be brought up to-morrow. | 

Upon the motion of Lord Hawkeſbury, the order of the day was 


read for the Houſe to reſolve itſelf into a Committee of the whole 


Houſe, to conſider farther of the preſent ſcarcity. - The Houſe re- 
ſolved itſelf accordiogly ; Mr. Baker in the chair. 

Lord Hawkeſbury moved, that the Report which had juſt been 
received ſhould be read. It was accordingly read as follows : 


* 
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c The Committee appointed to conſider of means for 
rendering more effectual the provifions of an Act made 
in the thirteenth year of the reign of his preſent Ma- 
jeſty, intituled, An AR for better regulating the 
Aſſize and making of Bread; and who were inſtructed 
to conſider of the moſt effectual means of remedying 
any inconveniencies which may atiſe from the de- 
ficiency of the laſt crop of grain; and empowered to 
report their proczedings, from time to time, to the 


Houſe ; 


% Have, fince their laſt Report, received additional information 
reſpeQing the deficiency of the late crops of grain in many parts of 
the country, particularly in Scotland; the reſult of which has im- 
preſſed your Committee with the - propriety of ſuggeſting ſuch 
methods as appear to them moſt likely to be effectual for diminiſh- 
ing the conſumption of corn, for encouraging the importation from 
abroad, and for bringing into extenſive uſe ſuch ſubſtitutes as may 
ſupply the place of it; and for this purpoſe they are defirous of 
calling the attention of the Houſe to the following points: | 

„ Firſt, The expediency of giving a bounty to encourage the im- 
portation of corn from the Mediterranean and America. 

Second, The propriety of individuals reducing the conſumption 
of flour in their families. 

Third, The propriety of ſubjcQing millers to ſome new re- 
gulations. 

« Fourth, The adoption of a new table of anne. 

« Fifth, The encouragement of the uſe of rice and Indian corn. 

« Sixth, The encouragement of the growth of potatocs, and other 
nutritive vegetables. 

* Seventh, The expediency of procuring a conſiderable ſupply 
of food from the fiſheries. 

„ Eighth, The expediency of ſtopping the diſtilleries. 

« 1. Your Committee have received information, that con- 
fiderable ſupplies of wheat may probably be obtained from the 
countries in the Mediterranean, and from America, which at the 
preſent prices would be imported to very great profit ; but'as ſeveral 
months would elaple before ſuch ſupplies could be brought to this 
country, and as it is poſſible that during that period the prices of all 
ſorts of grain may fall conſiderably, particularly if there ſhould be 
a proſpect of a very abundant harveſt ; and as ſuch a fall of prices 
might occaſion a very great loſs to the tmporters, ſuch as took place 
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in the year 1796, your Committee are apprehenſive that merchants 
will not be induced to ſpeculate, unleſs they receive ſome encourage- 
ment from Parliament ; they therefore ſuggeſt, how far it may be 
proper to offer ſuch a conditional bounty as may be likely to ſecure 
the merchants againſt any probable loſſes they might incur in im- 
porting wheat or flour from the Mediterrancan or America before 
the month of October. The prices of wheat in the Mediterranean 
are ſtated to be from about 50s. to 60s. per quarter ; the prices of 
flour in America are about 60s. the Engliſh ſack ; the inſurance, 
freight, and other mercantile charges, may, in either caſe, amount 
to about 3 3s. per quarter, or 308. per ſack. If Parliament ſhould 
therefore think proper to ovidel that in caſe the average price of 
wheat throughout the kingdom, as ſtated in the Gazette, ſhould fall 
below gos. per quarter, and the average price of flour ſhould fall 
below gos. per ſack, the difference between the market price and 
gos. ſhould be made up by a bounty to the importer, it might afford 
a very conſiderable encouragement to foreign ſupply, conſiſtent with 
the reduction of the prices in the home market. 

“ 2. Your Committee have great ſatisfaction in being able to 
Nate, that many individuals, in different elaſſes of life, have already 
effectually reduced the conſumption of bread and flour in their 
familics ; and that the ſaving which has been made in conſequence 
is very conſiderable, in many inſtances amounting to one fourth, 
and in fome even to one third, of their uſual conſumption. If 
ſuch a practice ſhould become general, it would produce the moſt 
beneficial etfects. Your Committee recommend, therefore, to 
every houſekeeper, to reduce the quantity of bread uſed in his 
family to one quartern loaf per week for each perſon, which has 
been found, by experiment, to be ſufficient ; and likewiſe, to 
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abſtain, as far as poſſible, from the uſe of flour for all other 


purpoſes. 
'_ & 3. Your Committee have been informed, that conſiderable 
inconvenience has been felt, from millers refuſing to grind the ſorts 
of flour neceſſary for making the brown bread ; and they are of 
opinion, that, to remedy this inconvenience, it may be expedient to 
ſubje& millers to ſome new regulations. 

« 4. For reaſons given in their former Report, your Committee” 
cannot recommend any compulſory law for the uſe of only one ſort 
of bread, or the grinding of only one ſort of flour; but, ſtrongly 


impreſſed with the advantage that might reſult from the. uſe and 
conſumption of bread made of the whole meal, or of a great pro- 


portion thereof, they think proper to obſerve, that by the manner in 


which the aſſize is now ſet, the profit of the baker is far more con-. 


ſiderable upon the fine wheaten bread, than on that of a coarſer 
quality ; and your Committee recommend, therefore, that a new 
table of aſſize ſhould be framed, to remedy this inconvenience, 
and to promote the uſe of coarſer meal. 

« 5, Your Committee have great fatisfaQion in ſtating, that a 
conſiderable ſupply of rice and Indian corn may be obtained from 
America ; that, mixed in certain proportions with wheat, they 
make a moſt wholeſome and nutritious bread ; and that the moſt 
damaged wheat may not only be uſed, but rendered palatable by a 
mixture of rice, which, by repeated experiments, has been found to 
correct the defects of it. This conſideration, that much damaged 
wheat and grain, otherwiſe unſerviceable, may be made into whole- 
ſome and palatable bread, by being mixed with rice, ſuggeſts the 
importance of extending to this latter article the ſame economy as 
that which is recommended in the uſe of wheat, and of reſerving it 
as much as poſſible for the above important purpoſe. 

« Your Committee, ſenſible of the important uſe of rice at the 
preſent moment, are induced to recommend, upon a comparative 
view of the prices of that article in this country and the other 
countries in Europe, that a bounty ſhould be given, on the ſame 
principle as that with reſpect to corn, on the importation of rice, 
which ſhould ſecure to the importer the price of 11. 1 5s. per ewt. if 
the market price ſhould fall below that fum. And your Com- 
mittee likewiſe ſubmit, whether it may not be expedient that ſome 
bounty ſhould alſo be given, on the ſame principle, on the importa- 
tion of Indian corn. 

6. Your Committee are of opinion, that it is probable that 
conſiderable relief may be afforded, if proper encouragement is given 
to the growth of potatoes, and other nutritive vegetables ; and they 
recommend therefore to landlords, to permit and encourage their 
tenants to break up a limited quantity of land, according to the 
circumſtances of the eſtate, for the cultivation of potatoes and 
peaſe : And your Committee ſuggeſt, that it may be expedient that 
proviſion ſhould be made by law, for a given time, to, enable 
lords of manors, or individuals, or pariſh officers on behalf of 
the pariſh, with the conſent of the lord of the manor, to break 
up a quantity of common land, and to cultivate it with potatoes. 

* 7. It has appeared in evidence before your Committee, that 
in ſome parts of Scotland, and in Cornwall, the lower orders of 
people are conſuming at this time great quantities of fiſh, which 
make no inconſiderable part of their ſuſtenance ; and your Com- 
mittee underſtand that a large quantity of Swediſh herrings may be 
obtained from Gottenburgh and the neighbouring ports, at a very 
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reaſonable price ; they recommend, therefore, that the Swediſh 


herrings ſhould, for a limited time, be imported duty- free. And 
as an encouragement to our own fiſheries, and to increaſe the ſupply 
at the preſent moment, they ſuggeſt the propriety of giving a bounty 
equivalent to 2s. 8d. per barrel (if proper regulations can be 
adopted to provide againſt fraud) on the cure of mackarel, or of 
other fiſh caught in the mackarel fiſhery, for home conſumption ; 
and your Committee, under the preſent circumſtances, ſtrongly re- 
commend the diſtribution of fiſh as an article of parochial relief, 
which may be obtained in many parts of the country, in great quan- 
tities, at a very moderate price. 

« 8, An opinion being prevalent in many parts of the country, 
and particularly in Scotland and Wales, that a great increaſe of food 
for man might be obtained from ſtopping the diſtilleries in Eng- 
land, your Committee thought it their duty thoroughly to inveſti- 
gate this ſubject. The quantity of barley conſumed in the diſtil- 
leries has been ſtated by ſeveral of the perſons engaged in the trade, 
whoſe evidence is completely corroborated by that of one of the 
Commiſſioners of Exciſe, who has delivered in to your Com- 
mittee calculations on the ſubjeA, ſo nearly agreeing with the 
accounts given by the diſtillers, as to- ſatisfy your Committee 


| that they are fufficiently accurate for the purpoſe of forming their 


opinion. 


It appears that the whole quantity of barley conſumed in the 
Engliſh diftilleries, amounts only to between 220 and 250,000 
quarters annually ; that in-conſequence of the diſtillers having been 
allowed the uſe of ſugar at the low duties, the conſumption of 
grain has been very much diminiſhed ; that the diſtillers continue 
working from the month of November until the middle or end of 


May ; that all that can be wanting to complete their works in the 


preſent year cannot exceed 53 or 55,000 quarters; that the diſ- 
tillers were prohibited the uſe of wheat, the only grain uſed in the 
Engliſh diſtilleries beſides barley, by an act paſſed in the month of 
OQober laſt ; and that in conſequence of the deficiency of the crops 
in the laſt harveſt, and to remove all diſſatisfadion on account of 
their trade, they entered into an agreement to make uſe of no barley 
in their diſtilleries but what was damaged, or of inferior quality; 
to which agreement, by the evidence before your Committee, they 
appear to have ſtrictly adhered. It appears, likewiſe, that very 
large numbers of ſwine and cattle are actually fed from the refuſe of 
the diſtilleries; and that if they were prohibited from working, the 
ſupply of meat would be diminiſſied, or the feeders of cattle and 
diſtillers in the neighbourhood of the metropolis would be under 
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the neceſſity of uſing, at a great expence, a quantity of grain in feed- 
ing their ſwine and catile, which, perhaps, would not fall very far 
ſhort of that which would in the firft inſtance be conſumed in the 
diſtilleries ; and your Committee cannot avoid obſerving, that in 
either of theſe caſes, the price of meat muſt be expected to riſe con- 
ſiderably, fo as very materially to affect the lower orders of the 
people, who are now deriving extenſive relief-in the metropolis, and 
in many parts of the country, from the eſtabliſhment of ſoup ſhops, 
and te bear with ſtill greater preſſure upon thoſe clafſes of the com- 
munity which are immediately above them. 

« Your Committee have purpoſely avoided ſtating the effect 
which the ſtopping of the diſtillery might produce on the revenue, 
being anxious that no conſideration of revenue ſhould interfere, pro- 
vided the expected relief could really be obtained; but when 
they confider how ſmall would be the quantity, and how inferior - 
the quality of the barley that could be ſaved, and the effect 
likely to be produced on the prices of other articles, and the 
courſe of other trades, they cannot ſee any advantage that would 
reſult from it, ſufficient to juſtify your Committee in nn 
it to the Houſe. | 

« Your Committee have omitted to ſubjoin any propoſal for pro- 
hibiting the uſe of wheat in the manufaQure of ſtarch, eonceiving it 
to be a very inconſiderable object; and being further informed that 
meaſures have been taken to procure a ſupply of this article by im- 
portation from abroad, and that the principal manufaQurers have 
voluntarily relinquiſhed the uſe of it : they, however, think, that; 


in juſtice to them, the diſuſe ſhould be made general by a pro- 


hibition. 

« Your Committee have great ſatisfaction in fiating; that the 
meaſure adopted by the Legiſlature, for ptohibiting the ſale of any 
bread which had not been baked twenty-four hours, has already. 
produced the moſt beneficial effects. By the declaration of the 
Maſter, Wardens; and Court of Aſſiſtants of the Company of 
Bakers, annexed to this Report, it appears that the conſumption of 
bread in the metropolis is reduced, in conſequence of i it, at leaſt one 
fixth 8 2 
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APPENDIX, No. 1. 


Examination or WIKLIAM JACKSON, ESQ, countst10vEn 
OF THE EXCISE. 


6 you any means of judging what js the quantity of beney 


uſed, upon an average, in the diſtilleries i in England, annually 7 and 
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what would be the ſaving of barley, if the diſtilleries were ſtopped 
from this period ? 

Mr. JacKxsown delivered in to the Committee the following 
paper : | 
Upon the quantity of ſpirits made in the year ending $th of 

July 1792, if the duty be computed according to the pre- 

ſent rate, that duty would amount to about - FL. 1,082,000 
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amounted to about - - - 958,000 


Total - - 2,040,000 % : 


Medium of the above two years - - 1,020,008 | | 
There has been paid in to the Exciſe-office to the Þ 
roth of February inſtant, for the current year, C. 575,653 * 
Received and paid for charges and management, 


fa 5 5 > 5 


* i "Jr —— of 
Spirits made, and for which the duty is not re- 3 h 
ceived ; and materials already prepared, or in | _ 
preparation, muſt be equal to at leaſt forty days | | We 
diſtillation ; and the duty on forty days diſtil- | gi 
lation, according to the uſual mode of working, 
would amount. too - '- - 180,000 90 
Making the total of the duty on the ſpirits made, and on the 5 
materials prepared l! N 759,653 i 
| in 
Leaves - - 260,347 be 
Tf it be admitted that a medium of the years 1792 and 1799 is 
equal to the annual conſumption of Britiſh ſpirits in England, it T 
follows that the ſpirits already diſtilled, and the materials prepared, R 
or in preparation, is nearly equal to three-fourths of the year's con- 
ſumption. 7 


| For it appears, by the foregoing ſtatement, that to com- 


plete the full quantity of ſpirits for the year's conſump. 
tion, would require as much more materials to be pre. 
pared (beyond what has been already prepared) as would 


give of duty - - 4. 260,008 
Whereas one-fourth part of the medium duty above men. 
tioned is 82 — | - - - ; - 255,000 : 
The medium of the two years duty before mentioned, when c 
reduced to ſpirits, gives Tos 17,663 
It is generally underſtood that fourteen quarters of barley | 
will produce one ton of ſpirits ; 17,663 tons of ſpirits, | 
multiplied by fourteen, gives - - Or.. 241,282 | 
which may be conſidered as the average quantity of ( 
= my conſumed in making Britiſh ſpirits for g ä 
ngland. 


| 
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But by the uſe of ſugar and melaſſes, it is believed the quantity 
of grain employed in making a ton of ſpirits does not, on an average, 
exceed twelve quarters. 


17,663 tons of ſpirits, multiplied by _ * „„ r. 211,655 
One quarter of which quantity is - — 52,989 
which, it is preſumed, is the quantity of barley that 
might be ſaved and applied for other purpoſes, if all fur. 


ther preparations of grain for the corn diſtillery were 
{topped at this moment, 


APPENDIX, No. 2. 


EXPERIMENTS BY MR. NICHOLAS WARD BOYLSTON, FOR 
MIXING RICE WITH WHEATEN FLOUR. 


The firſt experiment was — Six ounces of rice boiled in one quart 
of water till it was dry and quite et; two pounds of flour were 
then added ; and the whole, with two table ſpoons-full of yeaſt 
well worked into dough, together with the uſual quantity of alt, 
giving it rather longer time to riſe, which it was found it required. 

The loaf thus made, when baked, was light in quality, ſweeter 
and more palatable than the common bread, and — three 


pounds ſeven ounces and a half. 


From this experiment the following fact appears, that rice gains 


in weight, in a double proportion to that of any other grain, as will 
be ſeen by this OO: 


Two pounds of flour is 7 Bread produced 5 El 


A Dedudl as per contra 
38 ' 174 gained 
To make a quartern loaf is When baked is b 
ſtandard to weig 
generally uſed three pounds . 
and a half of flour, is - 56 ) ounces eight drams is 691 
5 | Deduct as per contra 56 

— 
Gained 134 


— —— 


Therefore the difference is, that, two pounds of flour and fix ounces 
of rice, produce four ounces weight more than three 2 and 2 
half of flour made into wheaten bread. 

Second experiment was In doubling the quantity of rice to the 
ſame quantity of flour, which was found to anſwer for immediate 
conſumptiqn, but would not anſwer for general purpoſes ; from 
whence it may be concluded, that one-fifth of rice may be uſed with 


flour to great advantage to the public, by increafing the ſubſtance, 
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and with profit to the baker, who can afford to ſell it at one penny 

halfpenny under the aſſize, and gain double what he does by baking 
the ſtandard bread. 

' + It is to be obſerved, that this experiment was made fingly, and 

a weighed leſs than it would have weighed had it been 

baked in a batch. 

In making the foregoing experiments, it was proved, that nine- 
tenths flour and one-tenth rice, and in the ſame way as directed for 
making bread {excepting uſing yeaſt and ſalt), produced a finer cruſt 
in paſtry than uſing flour alone. 

To prove the advantage to the public, and the profit to the 
baker, the following table is ſubmitted : 

The price of flour is one hundred ſhillings per ſack ; and four- 
pence farthing per pound, is allowing five ſhillings per ack to the 
baker above the preſent price. 

Three pounds and a half of flour is the weight uſed in the 
quartern loaf ; its coſt to the baker is fourteen pence ſeven eighths, 
and when baked weighs four pounds five ounces and eight drams, 
and ſells by aſſize at fiftcen-pence farthing: he therefore gains only 
three-cighths of a penny, excluſive of the five ſhillings per ſack, 
as lk mentioned. 

By uſing two pounds and a quarter of flour and eight | ounces of 
rice, will give the ſame weight of bread, which coſt (reckoning rice 
and flour at the ſame eber eleven-pence five eighths ; therefore, 
allowing it to be ſold at one-penny halfpenny under the preſent 
aſſize (viz. fifteen-pence farthing for the quartern loaf), is thirteen- 
pence one-eighth : but, to make the price the more eaſily diviſible, 
ſay the fraction ſhall be in favour of the baker; he will then gain 
two-pence farthing per loaf by baking, which will more than doubly 
compenſate, beyond his preſent gain, or the extra trouble in this new 
proceſs of his buſineſs. 

N. B. Ground rice, after repeated trials, was found not to anfwer 
the ſame purpoſe as rice boiled :—the bread made from it was 
heavier, and did not keep ſo well. 

Memorandum: 

Flour at 1 00s. per ſack, and rice at 40s. per cwt. is equal 
price, viz. four-pence farthing per pound. But ſhould bakers not 
be inclined to make this ſort of bread, houſekeepers will find all the 
advantages mentioned in the firſt experiment, by buying flour and 
making it themſelves, and ſending it to the bakers. 

Bread thus made keeps longer moiſt than wheaten bread, and 
is better the ſecond than the firſt day, Rice may be ſteamed 


Ur- 


he 
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rather than boiled; and if the quality of the rice is good, half 
1 2 pound ſteamed in little more than one quart of water, till 


it is quite dry and ſoft, gains two pounds, that is, four-fifths in 
weight, | 

As ſome doubts have ariſen whether bread made with a mix- 
ture of rice and flour will keep ſo well as wheaten bread, J am able 
to anſwer to this Queſtion upon repeated experiments, and have now 
the honour to ſubmit to the opinion of the Committee, part of a 
loaf which has been made eight days, of four-fifths flour and one- 
fifth rice: and with it, a ſpecification of the making of the rice 
bread, of which the loaf now oftered is a ſpecimen. 

2: lb. flour 
I = lb. rice 

The rice to be boiled or ſteamed in rather more than one quart” 
of water, till it 1s quite dry and ſoft ; when ſufficiently ſteamed or 
boiled, if the rice is good, will view 24 pounds. | 

The rice while warm to be worked together with the flour till it is 
perfectly incorporated, adding the uſual quantity of ſalt, and double 
the quantity of yeaſt uſed in making wheaten bread, which will be 
from two to three ſpoonsful, giving it longer time to rife than eom- 
mon bread requires. 

The dampneſs of the rice makes it unneceſſary to uſe any water 
in making the dough, It will be better to make a hole in the 
dough and put the yeaſt i in it, covering it with flour, or, as the 
bakers term it, Setting the Spunge ;” letting it ſtand two hours 
by the fire to riſe ; and juſt before it is put into the oven, work jt 
over into the ſhape of the loaf you intend to make. 

If the yeaſt is good and the loaf well baked, it will weigh from 
four pounds two ounces to four pounds ſix ounces, which is a giv 
in the original weight of 5 o per cent. 

Bread thus made will keep ſweet and perfectly moiſt from eight 
to ten days; if not eat till the ſecond or third * it * go further 
in conſumption than wheaten bread, 
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APPENDIX, No. 3: 


DECLARATION OF THE MASTER, WAR D ENS, AND COURT OF 
ASSISTANTS OF THE COMPANY OP BAKERS. - 


We the Maſter, Wardens, and Court of Afſtants of the Wor⸗ | 
ſhipful Company of Bakers, attending, 


Beg leave to ſtate, that the IVR the late AR of Pauli- 


* 
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ment has had a very material effe& on their trade, inaſmuch as it 
has reduced the conſumption at leaſt one-ſixth part. 
(Signed) Tromas LovrrAxp, 

ANDREW WRIGHT, 

James LOVELL, 

EDpWARD HERBERT, 

J. Brew, 

WiLLiam FISHER, 

Lord HAWKESBURY faid, he would not trouble the Houſe 

with any obſervations at preſent. He would content himſelf with 
merely moving reſolutions conformable to thoſe recommended by the 
Select Committee: The firſt was, that upon all wheat, imported 
before the 1ſt of October 1800, a bounty thould be granted of the 
difference betwixt the average price and 90s. a quarter, weighing 
440lb. ; and a bounty upon every hundred weight of rice imported 
before the ſame period, of the differenee between the average price 
and 11. 15s. : and that the Chairman of the Committee be directed 
to move for leave to bring in the following bills : A Bill for 
rendering Duty-free the Importation of Herrings; a Bill for 


enabling the Proprietors to break up Waſte and Common Lands; 


a Bill for regulating Millers; a Bill for fixing a new Table of 
Aſſize; and a Bill for prohibiting the making of Starch for a time 
to be limited. It was proper that the utmoſt expedition ſhould be 
uſed, elſe he would not have moved theſe reſolutions till the Report 
was printed. Tf any honourable Member ſhould object to theſe 
meaſures, he would have a future opportunity of oppoſing them. 

Upon the firſt reſolution being put, the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer propoſed that the weight of the quarter of wheat ſhould not 
be ſpecified. Weighing 44olb. was therefore left out. 

Sir WILLIAM PULTENEY faid, he had ſome doubts 
whether the time ſhould be extended to the 1ſt of October. Small 
ſupplies could be expected before then from America ; but a ſuf- 
ficient quantity might be procured before that time from the dif. 
ferent States of Europe, Our own harveſt might be early, and the 
nation would thus be involved in needleſs expence. The term 
could eaſily be afterwards extended, but could not be ſhortened, He 
likewiſe thought that the weight of the grain ſhould be attended to : 
this was the only criterion of its quality. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that if the weight were ſpecified, no 
wheat but what was of the cxaQ weight could gain the bounty, If 
it was faid that the quarter ſhould weigh 44 olb. a merchant could 


procure no reward for importing any quantity which weighed only 
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4381b. a quarter. He did not wiſh that it all ſhould receive an 
equal bounty, but one in proportion to its value. Thoſe who 
were acquainted with the navigation of the Mediterranean, knew 
that veſſels might be detained there ſeveral months, and might be 
as long in making their voyage to England as thoſe coming from 


4 America, ſo that the term ſhould certainly be extended to the firſt 


of October. Beſides, the next harveſt in Barbary, and the other 
countries bordering on the Mediterranean, might be ſo early as to 
enable us to procure ſupplies from them before our own crop ſhould 
be ready. 

Colonel ADDINGTON ſaid, that he thought it would be pro- 
per to poſtpone the reſolutions till the Report was printed, and the 
Members not belonging to the Committee ſhould be made ac- 
quainted with its contents. 

Lord HAWKESBURY ſaid, he thought it adviſeable to go 
through one ſtage at leaſt of theſe reſolutions without any delay. 
They muſt be all reported, and bills brought in upon them ; every 
one of them might be hereafter diſcuſſed as it might ſeem to re- 
quire, and therefore his honourable friend who had put to him this 
queſtion, and every other Member of the Houſe, would have an 
opportunity of making whatever inquiry into the ſubject he might 
think neceſſary. But unleſs on the face of any of theſe reſolu- 
tions there appeared to be ſome ſtriking objection, he ſhould hope 
they would be allowed to paſs this one ſtage, and be diſcuſſed here- 
after. If however there was any one of them ſuch that it ap- 
peared to any Member of the Committee an improper thing to en- 
tertain it, it would be better to ſtate the objection now; otherwiſe 
he ſhould hope that in this ſtage of the proceeding no en delay 
would take place. 

Colonel ADDINGTON acquieſced in this propoſal. 

Sir JOHN SINCLAIR expreſſed his approbation upon the 
preſent view of theſe reſolutions; but hoped that the ſubject of the 
diſtilleries would be poſtponed. J 

Mr. NICHOLLS took a general view of the Report, and 
thought he could prove that the meaſures now propoſed by the Com- 


mittee would be found an ineffectual relief againſt the magnitude 


of the evil. Corn, he ſaid, was at preſent exceedingly dear in 
America; and what relief would the importation of 82,000 quar- 
ters of it be in our preſent neceſſity? In the year 1796, when 
the country was in a ſimilar ſtate of diſtreſs, he was aſſured, he 
ſaid, not leſs than 1,000 cargoeg were brought in. But what was 
our preſent ſtate of ſhipping? Had we any to ſpare for this pur- 
poſe? Here too was another great deficiency. Our great relief, 
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14 could it be obtained, muſt come from the Baltic : but thoſe ſeat N 
{vl were ſubject to the controul of the King of Pruſſia ; and he might thin 
it obſtruct any attempt, on our part, to import corn from thence, from port 
' i an apprehenſion for his own ſtates, for magazines, ſtores, and vari- of r 
1 ous other cauſes: or ſhould he take it into his head to embarraſs adm 
and diſtreſs this country from any miſunderſtanding or jealouſy, he and 
could in that reſpe& moſt effectually diſtreſs it; and there was no Wit v 
encouragement for the importation of grain from it. Were our own 
| wants no greater than thoſe of 1796, we ſhould require at leaſt an litt! 
| '' equal importation; but he underſtood we were in need of a was 
| l much greater quantity. Where then could we look for this was 
1 relief more immediately than from France? there it was at our EXP! 
| door; that was our harveſt under our preſent diſtreſſes. Whatever [ 
174 relief was to be had from the Baltic (hould have been procured at Rex 
101 an eatiter period. But then our ſhipping was all employed in tranſ- 4 
1 port ſervice, in carrying into execution the expedition againſt Hol- Th 
Wl land. When Government had neglected fo important a duty, little aſſi 
il was to be expected from the ſpeculations of merchants, who had 
Wil been uſed too ill in 1796 ; for when they had imported grain into the 
i | the country to meet and alleviate its diſtreſſes under the auſpices of hea 
! Wy Government, they found themſelves ſorely diſappointed by Govern- of | 
. ment, who, inſtead of encouraging them by compenſating the diſap- by 
hh pointment they ſuſtained, created a competition between them, by of 
hn which they ſuſtairied conſiderable loſſes; and this was the reaſon N 
* | why they did not rifk any importation under the approaching ſcar- bet 
* | city. He did not think it juſt to hold out that now which is not ini tha 
1 dur power. It was given in on evidence by an eminent corn: factor reg 

1 (Mr. Claude Scott), that there was a great ſcarcity in the country; thi 
Ke this was confirmed by collateral proofs. Why not, then, open a bre 
40 commerce with France, and the remedy of our wants would be at hac 
i our door? The only adequate relief was in putting an end to the far 
| war. And he would put it to Miniſters (unpleaſant as the men- the 
tion of the war might be), whether they would have conducted 28 

themſelves fo improvidently if they had foreſeen the ſubjugation of eit 

the Chouans, the retreat of the Ruſſians, and the preſent ſcarcity ? 25 

Deprived of the aid of France, our next beſt hopes lay in an inter- th 

courſe with Holland, and to get their grain in exchange for our ſu- * 

perfluities. Theſe were the moſt effectual means of redreſs that 19 

preſented themſelves under our exigencics, and ſuch as he would re- hi 

commend. He could not give his concurrence to this haſty Report; be 

"which ſhould be firſt printed and peruſed by the Members before wy 

they were called upon to ſanction its reſolutions. f 
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b Mr. Chancellor PITT, in reply, ſaid, that he was inclined to 
'Y think gentlemen ſaw no reaſon to go out of the merits of the Re- 
1 port, the purpoſe of which was diſpateh, not delay, for the purpoſe 
of now diſcuſſing a queſtion of peace or war. Neither did he ſee, 
admitting that a commerce way, opened with France, that ſpeedy 
and effectual relief, to which the honourable gentleman alluded ; as 
it was well known that France did not grow corn enough for her 
own conſumption. The honourable gentleman too had added, that 
little hopes could be laid on our importation from the Baltic, as there 
was no encouragement ;| whereas the very purpoſe of the Report 
Vas to grant a bounty, and ſuch encouragement as may facilitate and 
expedite that importation. 

Mr. VANSITTART faid a few words in favour of the 
Report. | 
The it, 2d, 3d, 4th, and 5th reſolutions were put and carried. 
The fixth reſolution, for the better regulating the price and the 

aſſize of bread, was then put, when 

Mr. SPEAKER roſe and faid, that it was not his wiſh to delay 
the Committee, but he could not but expreſs his ſatisfaction to 
hear of the retrenchments which were already made in the article 
of bread, which from the date wholeſome regulations was reduced 
by a ſixth in its conſumption. This he would impute to the effects 
of the law which was lately paſſed, by which it was enaQted, that 
no bread ſhould be ſold that had not been baked twenty-four hours 
before the time of ſale. He would wiſh, and he was glad to ſee 
that the labours of the Committee led to it, that farther economical 
regulations were carried on; and he would ſuggeſt as one of theſe, 
that where families made uſe of vegetables, the conſumption of 
bread might be reſtrained to a quartern-loaf a head per week. -We 
had before us the proſpect of a good crop, which encouraged the 
farmer to bring his goods to market ; and this, co-operating with 
the earneſt endeavours of the Committee, he hoped would remove 
every apprehenſion that threatened the country from its preſent ſcar- 
city ; ſo that the favour ot the ſeaſon concurring with the retrench- 
ment already introduced, had given us the ſatisfaction already, from 
the reduced conſumption, of percciving the, means by which the 
preſſure of the ſcarcity might be alleviated and removed. He here 
commended the reſolutions, and was happy to find, that any omiſ- 
ſion, which might on the moment preſent itſelf, would be found to 
be in the contemplation of the Committee. From information he 
underſtood, that one of thoſe regulations, which he would now beg 
leave to mention, was in their contemplation. It was, that when a 
certain quantity of corn was carried to the miller, he ſhould be 
Vol, XI. | D 
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as their principal nouriſhment than the brown. 
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obliged to grind it as the perſon pleaſed, He thought this the 


time to ſuggeſt or mention this regulation, as the reſolution for re- 1 
gulating the price and aſſize of bread was juſt now propoſed for 


their conlideration, and in which it was propoſed to take from the 
baker, and conſequently from the miller, the adyantage of making 
white bread, and putting that advantage on tlic fide of making brown. 


There was a prejudice, he found, gone abroad in favour of the nu- 


tritious and ſubſtantial quality of white bread, as belt for conſump- 


tion: this prejudice he would with was done away; and as the ſen- ſt 


timents of the Houſe expreſſed in form would contribute more ef- 


fectually than thoſe of any individual of whom a Committee might 43 


be compoſed, he would wifh that a reſolution of the Houſe was 
drawn up for that purpoſe. 


the time that might be ſpent on it. He would now impreſs upon 
the Committee a conſideration demanding their ſerious attention, 


which was, that in conſequence not only of the preſent failure of | 


the crops, but of the opinion that the production of the country was 
not equal to its eonſumption, the Houſe ſhould come, to ſome regu- 
lations upon that head. 'The Committee would call to mind that 
the failure in 1796 was from 1-5th to 1-6th of the wheat harveſt, 
and that the other grain, though abundant, yet was much damaged. 
We knew not yet that this year's crops would fail, when we took 
into confideration the quantity in hand, which, together with proper 
regulations, would be found commenſurate to the wants of the 
country, The general opinion is, that the failure is about one 
third this year; and he was of opinion, that this deficiency would, 
by the proper regulations which the Committee had taken to pro- 
vide for it, be ſupplied, and we ſhould be enabled to go on; as 
every poſſible means would be exerted, he was ſure, to get from the 
grain all its nutriment ; and the propriety of this he wiſhed to im- 
preſs vpun the Committee. Mr. Speaker here re-ſtated the calcul- 
ations of the diviſion of a buſhel of grain, into 30 lb. of fine flour, 
17 of ſeconds, and the remaining 12 lb. which was uſed in the 
feeding of ſwine. By this proceſs of the grain much more time and 
expence were employed than if all the grain was ground together at 


once and applicd to bread, which would be found more nutritious 


than that which was made from the fine flour alone, and would 
bring a greater ſupply to the, market, The only ſtatement againſt 
this mode was, that white bread went farther with thoſe who ate it 


But he would aſk 


here, who were the perſons that conſume bread of this fine quality 


- | | 3 F : 


On this, however, as ſome gentlemen 4 
ſeemed to be of a different opinion, he would not riſk the mcon- i 
venience and delay of a diſcuſſion, becauſe it would not compenſate i 


ONS, 


7 

I 
the 

9 

** a. 
T re- 


d for purchaſe animal food, which is more at hand in large cities than in 


n the 
aking 


OWN, 


c NU- ' 


ump- 


e ſen- 
e ef- 
might 


e was 


cmen 
ncon- 3 
enſate 
ntion, i 
ure of 


y was 
regu- 


| that i 


Irvelt, 
aged, 
> took 
Proper 
f the 
it one 
ould, 
) pro- 
1 
m the 
o im- 
alcul- 
flour, 
n the 
ie and 
her at 
ritious 
would 
gainſt 
ate it 
d aſk 
uality 


| bread. 


Marc 6.] DEBATES. on. 


only ? Thoſe, certainly, who conſume white bread, are thoſe who 
live in great cities, and who have high wages, and conſequently can 


the country; whereas the labouring poor in the country, who con- 


ſome, comparatively, a ſmall quantity of meat, are reſtrained to 
ſubſiſt upon brown bread, with little or no animal food; which fact 


is an argument againſt the above ſtatement ; as, agreeably to it, the 
conſumer of white bread, who ſubſiſts chiefly on it, ſhould live in 
the country, and the conſumer of brown bread in the great towns; 
the truth of which is the reverſe. Coupling then the principle 
with the fact, he found no argument againſt his propoſition, and he 
would ſubmit and recommend it the more ſtrongly to the Com- 
mittee, that bread ſhould. be made of the full grain, as being in it- 
ſelf more generally nutritious and ſubſtantial, His wiſh was to 
remove, if poſſible, the prejudice againſt brown bread ; and from 
the uſe of it the beſt proſpe&t would be open to us. There was 
another objection that he had to anſwer, by which it was ſtated, 
that a mixed bread was more ſubject to adulteration than white 
This was an error: for it was eaſier to detect ingredients 
in brown than in white bread, as white was more capable of being 
adulterated by extraneous ingredients than brown. There was one 
more circumftance he wiſhed to ftate, and he aſked pardon for treſ- 
paſſing on the attention of the Committee; it was a correction of 
a ſtatement he made on a former night on incloſure bills. He 
ſtated, he ſaid, but erroncouſly, that the amount of fees to ſolicitors 
for the paſſing of an incioſure bill, was no lefs than 240l. He 
had ſince learned, that it was only 2051. and on an average caleula- 
tion of cleven hills paſſed laſt ſeſſion, the average amount was 2091. 
on the whole charge. Should it ever occur to the wiſdom of Parlia- 
ment to remove thoſe fees for the purpoſe of facilitating the paſſing 
of incloſure bills through that Houſe, he had too high an idea of the 
liberality of Parliament to think that they would take them away 
without making ſome ſuitable conſiderations for them. He felt it 
incumbent on him, by reaſon of a miſapprehenſion on a former 
night, to take the earlieſt opportunity of bearing teſtimony to the 
honour and character of thoſe gentlemen; whole feclings he was 
aſſured would be much injured if the ſmalleſt imputation remained 
upon their conduct: from this imputation he readily reſcued them. 
He then concluded by expreſſing his ſatisfaction at ſeeing the mea- 
ſures propoſed for the benefit of the cguntry produce thg feelings 
they had already done; and hoyed WY would continue to operate 
their intended effect. | 
D 2 


20 PARLIAMENTARY [Counoxs. Ml 


Lord HAWKESBURY proceeded to explain, and ' obſerved, 
that undoubtedly the Committee, whoſe Report was now under in t 
conſideration, had thought it defirable to couch their ſentiments in was 
as general terms as poſſible, becauſe they were aware that different 
ſhades would ariſe in opinion; and to avoid any difficulty of that 
kind it was that the Report was made in terms ſo general; for it 
was deſirable that upon ſuch a ſubject there ſhould be as little dif- ' 
agreement as poſſible. As to the obſervation of the right honour. 


able gentleman who had juft ſpoken upon the ſubject of bread made the 
of the whole meal, he had the pleaſure to ſtate to him, that the "IM rig! 
Committee agreed with him in that opinion, and they had ſtated it we 
ſo; they alſo recommended that a new table of the aſſize of bread cor 
ſhould be adopted. Here the noble Lord read that part of the WW lat: 
Report of the Committee which relates to the making of bread and the 
taking the aſſize of it. |—This, his Lordſhip ſaid, was the opinion an- 
of the Committee ; but they did not propoſe any compulſory mea- pla 
ſure ; it was always objeQionable to propoſe a compulſory law if it in 
could be avoided ; for he was of opinion that before any compulſory wi 
law was adopted, gentlemen ſhould not only be ſure that the advan- ap! 
tages of it would be conſiderable, but that they muſt be of a very w] 
great extent; nothing ſhort of this conviction could juſtify the ra 
adoption of a compulſory law upon the conſumption or other diſ- th: 
poſal of the articles of life. He did not ſay there would not be an 
great advantages attending the making of bread of the whole flour ; Le 
but he thought that ſuch advantage might be over-rated, and per- th 
haps it was ſo by his right honourable friend who had fo ably m 
ſpoken upon that ſubject, becauſe, in conſidering this ſubject, it on 
ſhould be remembered, that ſwine, and other creatures whoſe fleſh co 
conſtituted part of human food, were fed by the very part of the de 
meal which was ſeparated from the whiteſt flour, and thus poſſibly L 
the very article of bread itſclf might become, more ſcarce if the he 
practice of making white bread was totally diſcontinued ; for a cer- 00 
tain claſs of perſons might be, compelled to conſume more bread m 
than they do now, if they had leſs. animal food. In a word, he w 
thought that conſidering the whole of this point, there was ſufficient ol 
to make it a matter of recommendation, but not or compulſion, to * 
make bread of the whole' meal. Much good, he was glad to ob- w 
. ſerve, had reſulted alrcady from the meaſure which Parliament had al 
adopted with regard to bread, by prohibiting the fale of any which { 
had not been baked a given number of hours before its ſale.— 
Here the noble Lord read the Declaration of the Maſter, Wardens, b 
and Court of Aſſiſtants of the Company of Bakers, by which it is d 
declared, that the laſt bill which paſſed into a law upon this ſubject 0 
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was that which was moſt to be deſired. 
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has already been the cauſe of diminiſhing the conſumption of bread 
in the metropolis at leaſt one-fixth. | This, his Lordſhip thought, 
As to the ſubje& of in- 
cloſure bills, he was aware that the expence of them had been ex- 


9 | aggerated ; and he knew that thoſe who were intereſted in the fees 
XX which conſtituted part of that expence, had feelings which would 
render them very unhappy, if they thought that any emolument of 


theirs, however juſtly their due, ſtood in the way, and obſtructed 
the general cultivation of this country ; but he agreed with the 
right honourable gentleman, that if theſe fees, or any part of them, 
were to be removed, it would be the duty of the public to make 
compenſation for that which individuals might loſe by ſuch a regu- 
lation. In ſome ſmall incloſures, he knew the expence attending 
them was a great impediment, and ſome it prevented altogether ; 
and he believed that an honourable friend of his had it in contem- 
plation to move for leave to bring in a bill to aboliſh certain fees 
in regard to ſome of theſe ſubjects; but of this he had no idea 
without compenſation to the parties who might ſuffer by it. This 
appeared to him to be the beſt way of removing ſome inconveniences 
which have been long felt in this particular, and preferable to ſeve- 
ral regulations which had been thought of ; for he was of opinion, 
that nothing ſhort of a legiſlative proviſion ſhould ever take away 
any property whatever, On the ſubject of the preſent ſcarcity his 
Lordſhip obſerved, that there was the evidence of the Secretary to 
the Board of Agriculture, Mr. Arthur Young, and another gentle- 
man, both of whom had ample means of forming a correct opinion 
on that ſubject. There were no other two men in the kingdom who 
could give ſuch general information upon this ſubject. What the 
degree of ſcarcity was, he conſidered as matter of. doubt; if the 
Legiſlature erred, it ſhould err on the ſafe fide ; but of all errors 
he knew of none which were ſo pregnant with miſchief as that of 
conceiving that the ſcarcity was real. It had already produced 
much miſchiF— He had lately received a letter from a friend, by 
which it appeared that from the idea of monopoly being the cauſe 
of the ſcarcity, ſome farmers' ſtacks had been ſet on fire. There 
was no foundation for ſuſpecting that it aroſe from any monopoly 
whatever. Let gentlemen but remember what the laſt ſeaſon was, 
and they would have no difficulty in knowing the cauſe of the 
ſcarcity. 

Mr. SPEAKER, in explanation, obſerved, that in 1 ſpeaking of 
barley he had aſſerted, that in quality, if not in quantity, it had been 
deficient laſt harveſt, and conſequently that leſs of it was appli- 
cable to che food of man. As to the reſolution that had paſſed the 
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Houſe for obliging bakers to keep their bread for ſeveral hours 
after it had been baked, he was far from being diſpoſed to under- 
rate the good conſequences that might have reſulted from that mea- 
ſure ; but, in his opinion, the perſon who ſtated that theſe good con- 
ſequences had already been ſo very extenſive, might be ſomewhat 
prejudiced in his aſſertion from the intereſt he had in the trade. As 
to the hint thrown out, that, to encourage the introduction of bills for 
the incloſure and cultivation of waſte grounds, the expences attend- 
ing ſuch bills ſhould be defrayed by the public ; he adviſed the 
Committee to pauſe and conſider before they aſſented to a principle 
which might be carried to a dangerous extent. Ought the public, 
for example, to pay the expence of incloſure bills, which had for 
their object the improvement of the eſtates of individuals? He 
perfectly agreed that nothing was more injurious than to permit, $ 
much leſs to encourage, an opinion, that the preſent diſtreſs arcſe 
from an artificial ſcarcity, and not from the diſpenſation of Provi- 
dence. The public owed much to thoſe who were ſtyled monopo- 
liſts. They alone aided the deficiency of the markets by keeping 
up a ſteady and regular ſupply. He had alſo to regret, that the 
ſcarcity under which the country now laboured ſhould be either 
over-rated or under-fated—if over. rated, it muſt only tend to in- 
creaſe that alarm which had already been too much propagated 
through the country if under- rated, it would contribute to diſcou- 
rage that economical ſyſtem in the uſe of bread which had in ano-. | 
ther place been recommended for general adoption. He had alſo 
now to recommend a point to the attention of the Committee 
which he had before omitted to touch upon, and that- was, to call 
their attention to the preference which, in his opinion, ought to be 
given to the cultivation of red wheat, in preference to the white 
wheat. In favour of the latter a prejudice too much prevailed 
among the public, and particularly among the bakers, becauſe it 
produced a greater quantity of fine flour ; but for general and uni- 
form utility, the former ſhould be preferred, as it was more conge- 
nial to our-climate, and better able to endure the ſudden viciſſitudes 
of weather to which the climate is expoſed. 

Lord SHEFFIELD faid, that he heard with the greateſt ſatis- 
faQion what had fallen from the right honourable gentleman who 
ſpoke laſt, It had relieved him from the neceſſity of troubling the 
Committee ſo fully as he intended, on a materia}, point, and it 
confirmed the opinion, which he maintained from the firſt, that it 
was expedient, in ſo extraordinary an emergency, to-uſe, as the food 
of man, a greater proportion of the wheat, and to _ prohibit, for a 
limited tune, the ſclling of any other than one kind of flour, thereby 
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hours preventing the ſeparation of the fine flour, and the making a bad 
nder. kind of bread of the coarſe parts only. It had been proved, that 
mea- excellent bread might be made of the whole of the flour, that is, 
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con- 9 about fifty- three pounds- from a buſhel of wheat of fixty pounds. 
what He added, that the Report not being printed, it was unknown, ex- 
As 1 cept to thoſe who had drawn it up; but it was impoſſible, without 
Is for examination, to diſcus it; that he ſhould take the firſt opportunity, 
tend- after the printing of the Report, to expreſs his opinion, believing 
d the that the means propoſed for obviating the diſtreſs which might be 
\ciple expected in conſequence of the late bad harveſt, were altogether 
ublic, inſutſicient. 
d for Mr. WILBERFORCE ſaid, that one error appeared to him to 
| He run throughout the diſcuſſion of the evening; and he was led to 
rmit, remark it from the experience of facts which had come within his 
arcſe ¶ own knowledge. Gentlemen ſeemed to conſider the ſcarcity too much 
rovi- in a general way, as if it were equally applicable to every diſtri, 
nopo- or as if the different ſituation of different parts of the country might 
eping not render the fame mode of reafoning which was applicable to one, 
it the inapplicable to another part. He had heard the ſame mode of rea- 
either ſoning which reſpected thoſe parts of the counuy that grew much 
0 in- more corn than they conſumed, applied to other diſtricts where the 
gated reverſe took place. He wiſhed gentlemen who lived in parts of the 
ſcou- country where a moderate ſupply poured into the market, ſufficient 
ano-. for feeding a population not large, would at the ſame time conſider 
| alſo the ſubje& in reference to thoſe parts in which a large repoſitory of. 
aittee corn was neceſſary ; otherwiſe wretchedneſs muſt enſue. In many 
call diſtricts agriculture had improved; but ſtill he knew that there 
to be were many populous diſtricts which did not grow nearly to the 
white amount of what they conſumed, and where remedies to this evil 
ailed were wanted. Wich regard to the making uſe of the whole of the 
uſe it wheat except the coarſe pollard, he was decidedly in favour of that 
uni- meaſure. In his part of the country, as well as in Scotland, it 
onge- was uſual to make ule of this very wheat. With regard to a com- = 
tudes pulſory law, if it were propoſed, he ſhould give it his hearty ſupport ; 
; for he could not ſuppoſe there could be any averſion in the people at 
ſatis- large to partake of bread of the ſame quality. With regard to a 2 
who general incloſure, he thought that the impediment aroſe not fo 


g the much from the fees of that Houſe, as from the general expence'; 

i and it was this which the Houſe ought to remove out of the way, 
and he truſted that its wiſdom would deviſe ſome means of carry- 
ing this deſirable meaſure into effect. As to the agreement ſent 
down from the Lords, Mr. Wilberforce ſaid, that he muſt confeſs 
it was not exactly ſuch as he could approve of. The grand object 
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he feared, have the practical effect of producing ſuch a diſpoſition 


able to give ſuch reſolutions a body and form, and to carry them up 


vere deſtroyed. The general price of that article was now three 
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YN 
which that Houſe ought to adopt for themſelves, and which they 

ſhould wiſh to impreſs upon others, was ſomething definitive and I 
preciſe. A mere general recommendation to economy would not, 


DY - 


to economize, as if a reſolution were to be formed in a Committee 
of the whole Houſe ; and in this caſe, it appeared to him adviſe- 


to the- Houſe of Lords. Something undoubtedly ought to be done 
on the ſubject.; for if no notice were taken of the declaration of the 


Houſe of Lords, the public might ſuppoſe that there was not that 
concord between the two Houſes which ought ever to influence 1 7 
them. He meant to-morrow to make a motion to that effect, that I 


the Houſe reſolve itſelf into a Committee to confider of means for | 
promoting an extended growth of potatoes. He knew a large and 4 
populous diſtrict which uſed to be plentifully ſupplied with them ; 
but this very diſtrict, by the heavy floods in laſt Autumn, was laid 
waſte, and in various places was ſixteen feet under water at a ſeaſon 


"Ii 


when it was uſually dry; the effect of which was, that the potatoes 


times as much as in common years. What he meant to propoſe | 
was, to give moderate premiums to the extent of 4500). for the 
cultivation of this article (he meant to reſtrict it to ground not be- 
fore uſed for that commodity). He had made a computation of the 
conſequence reſulting from this premium for the growth of that 
article ; and, comparing the difference between the preſent and the 
former price of this article, it would be a ſaving to the public of 
from 40 to 50,000). 

Mr. BUXTON was not for adopting batons that came in 
the manner alluded to from the other Houſe. In his opinion the 
reſolutions adopted by the Houſe ſhould be followed by ſome legiſ- 
lative act. He was alſo adverſe to the plan for the cultivation of 
potatoes, intended to be propoſed by the honourable gentleman who 
ſpoke laſt. Reſolutions upon ſuch ſubjects could but ill agree with 
that dignity which the Houſe ſhould be jealous and attentive to 
ſupport. 

Mr. WILBERFORCE explained, and faid, he had not ob- 
jected to the reſolution adopted by the Houſe of Lords, any farther 
than as it had appeared to him better for that Houſe to come to a 
ſimilar reſolution in a Committee of the whole Houſe. 

Mr. SPEAKER faid, that he did not conceive that. the honour- 
able gentleman (Mr. Buxton) had under rated the importance of 
the ſubje& ; but he apprehended his idea to be, that it -was not 
uſual for the Houſe to come to any reſolution without alſo m#king 
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ſome legiſlative act. He muſt obſerve, however, that there were 
frequent inſtances of the Houſe coming to various reſolutions upon 
conſtitutional points, the conduct of Miniſters, &c. without proceed- 
ſition ing any farther. It was ſufficient to ſay, that a reſolution of the 


dittee | Houſe laid the foundation of a legiſlative meaſure. The honour. 
viſe- able gentleman appeared to him to have applied his remark rather 
m up too broadly. 

done Lord HAW KESBURY ſaid, that he agreed with the general 


f the principle of the honourable gentleman (Mr. Buxton); and that it 

that vas very objectionable to adopt an empty abſtract reſolution, with- 
zence out following it up by a legiſlative act; for by ſuch proceeding the 
, that dignity of the Houſe would be in ſome meaſure affected. 


-X 


is for Mr. BURDON ſaid, he no more wiſhed to under- rate than to 
e and FF over-rate the ſcarcity which prevailed. He thought it muſt be ſa- 
hem; tisfactory and conſolatory to the public, to ſee that the preſent ſ 

3 laid 


ject had been ſo maturely conſidered and diſcuſſed by the Members 

of that Houſe. With regard to a compulſory law, he feared that 
tatoes it would be found to produce ſuch a degree of difficulty and inter- 
three ruption to corn- factors, millers, &c. as would counterbalance the 


ſeaſon 


ropole good effects to be produced. He commended the laudable and 
or the charitable inſtitutions for the relief of the poor in the metropolis, 
ot be- particularly the ſoup eſtabliſhments ; but he wiſhed to ſuggeſt an 
of the idea which others might conſider and improve upon; he meant the 
f that erection, by public contribution, of Mills and Ovens where bread 
ad the might be made and ſold at an inferior price to the poor. Mr. 
ic of Burdon remarked, that in the Report of the Committee no notice 
had been taken of that ſpecies of grain (he meant oats) which made 
me in a conſiderable part of the food in different parts of the North. He 
n the WF thought meaſures ought to be adopted to procure a greater and a 
 legif- ſpeedy ſupply of that article. 
ion of | After a few words from Mr. Addington the reſolutions were read 
n who and agreed to, as follows : 
e with * Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that 
tive to whenever the average prices of wheat and fine wheaten flour, aſcer- 
tained and publiſhed in the London Gazette under the authority of 
ot ob- any act or acts of Parliament, ſhalLbe leſs than rinety ſhillings per 
farther quarter of wheat or ſack of wheaten flour reſpectively, there ſhall 
ne to a be given, on every quarter of wheat and on every barrel of fine 
wheaten flour which ſhall be imported into Great Britain from 
1ONOUr- any port of Europe ſouth of Cape Finiſterre, or from any port in 
ance of the Mediterranean or in Africa, or from any of His Majeſty's co- 
u as not lonies in America, or the United States, before the firſt day of Oc- 
making tober 1800, a bounty equal to the difference between ſuch average 
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prices in the London Gazette, and ninety ſhillings per quarter of 
wheat, or barrel of flour, reſpeQively, 

% Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that 
whenever the current price of rice imported into this kingdom, (to 
be aſcertained by the prices in the London market,) ſhall be leſs than 
one pound fifteen ſhillings per hundred weight, there ſhall be 
given, on every one hundred weight of rice, imported into Great 
Britain before the firſt day of October 1800, a bounty equal to the 
difference between ſuch average price and one pound fifteen 
ſhillings. 

«© Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that the 
duties now payable on Swediſh herrings, dried or cured, imported 
into this kingdom, do ceaſe and determine. 

« Ordered, That the Chairman be directed to move the Houſe, 
that leave be given to bring in a bill to encourage the cultivation of 
potatoes on waſte lands, for a time to be limited. 

« Ordered, That the Chairman be directed to move the Houſe, 
that leave be given to bring in a bill to explain and amend an 
act made in the thirty-fixth year of the reign of His preſent Ma- 
jeſty, intituled ©* An AQ for the better Regulation of Mills.” 

« Ordered, That the Chairman be directed to move the Houſe, 
that leave be given to bring in a bill for better regulating the price 
and aſſize of bread. 

« Ordered, That the Chairman be directed to move the Houſe, 
that leave be given to bring in a bill to prohibit, for a time to be 
limited, the uſe of wheat in making ſtarch.” 

The Houſe being reſumed, the Report was brought up, and or- 
dered to be taken into farther conſideration to-morrow. 


Friday, March 7. 


The Bank Charter Bill was read a ſecond time, and ordered to 
be committed on Monday. 

Lord HawxtsBuRy moved the farther conſideration of the Re- 
port en the Corn Bill. 

The reſolutions having been read a ſecond time, 

Colonel GASCOIGNE obſerved, that a meaſure of that kind 
was likely to be of material injury to many of his conſtituents, who 
were employed in the fiſhing trade, inaſmuch as it would enable 
foreigners to underſell them. He hoped, therefore, that the buſi- 
neſs would not be hurried through the Houſe. 

Lord HAWKESBURY faid, that the regulation was intended 
to continue only for a limited time ; but a ſufficient time ſhould 
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be allowed thoſe perſons who might be affected by it to ſtate their 
reaſons why it might injure their trade, 

Mr. WILBERFORCE roſe and faid, that when he aſſiſted in 
forming theſe reſolutions, he laid his account with being miſrepre- 
ſented, either through ignorance, inadvertence, or deſign, as he had 
had occaſion to complain upon former occaſions, It was but very 
lascly that a friend had put into his hands what was ſtated to be an 
account of what he had faid in the Houſe yeſterday, and which had 
been groſsly miſrepreſented. It would ſcem that this had been 
done intentionally, and in the way of mirth and facetiouſneſs, giv- 
ing a very different account of what he had ſtated, and ſo as to 
have cauſed a very unpleaſant ſenſation in his mind. He referred 
to the ſubject of the agreement ſent to that Houſe from the Houſe 
of Lords. He had not objected to that agreement; and he had 
expreſſed his approbation of the Houſe of Lords having thought 
proper to have a proceeding inſtituted on that ſubject; he likewiſe 
had expreſſed his great ſatisfaction on account of the ſaving in the 
conſumption of bread which had been the effe& of that reſolution. 
It had alſo come ſtrongly recommended to him from the quarter 
whence it had originated on the motion of the Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury.] — Nothing could be more natural or more becoming 
the dignified ſtation of that perſon than thus to feel for the wants 
of the people. He (Mr. Wilberforce) had, however, been miſre- 
preſented, as if he had highly cenſured the reſolution of the Houſe of 
Lords in this inſtance. What he had ſtated was, that he had pre- 
ferred the mode of proceeding ſuggeſted, of that Houſe coming to a 
ſimilar reſolution in a Committee; but he was far from difapprov- 
ing the reſolution of . the Lords, and it gave him pain to be repre- 
ſented as if he had objected to it, or as if he could treat the ſubject 
with any degree of levity. If he had been merely miſrepreſented, 
he could laugh at it as well as others ; but he had often ſeen la- 
boured comments on what he had ſaid, as if they were ſyſtematically 
introduced. The Houſe owed it to every gentleman not to ſuffer h's 
language to be thus miſrepreſented. In the bill on Political Eco- 
nomy he had been made to ſtate things injurious to his character, 
and oppoſite to his ſentiments ; not that it could really injure the 


character of any man who had ſeriouſly attended to the ſubject of 


relieving the diſtreſſes of the poor, that he ſhould be ſtated to have 
treated the ſubje with unbecoming levity; it would be too abſurd 
for any man, above the character of a brute, to expreſs himſelf with 
this view. He muſt conclude, that his ſpeech had given riſe to 
the frolic of ſome mirthful wag, rather than to the effect of miſre- 
Mr. Wilberforce then proceeded to read an extract 
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FER the newſpaper alluded to, in which he was repreſented, in his 
ſpeech recommending the growth of potatoes, thus to have expreſſed 
himſelf: ** Potatoes make men healthy, vigorous, and aQiye ; but 
it is till more in their favour, that they make men tall; more 
eſpecially was he led to ſay fo, as being rather under the common 
fize, and he muſt lament that his guardians had not foſtered him 
under that genial vegetable.” He appealed to the Houſe, whe- 
ther the repreſentative of a populous county ought not to be pro- 
tected againſt ſuch miſtatements of his language. He had not hi- 
therto wiſhed to preſs any meaſure upon the Houſe which they 
were not ready to receive, though he had long thought that gentle- 
men ſhould have an accurate account of what paſſed there, fo that 
it might be in the power of any Member to refer to it as an authen- 
tic document. He ſaid he ſhould nut preſs any motion on the 
Houſe, but he was anxious that his ſentiments ſhould not be miſre- 
preſented, as if he had treated with levity a ſubject connected with | 
the —_— of the people. 

r. JEFFERY took notice of the reſolution for granting a 
bonds the importers of corn from America and the Mediter- 
ranean. He conceived it would be extremely hard to do ſuch a 
thing, and at the ſame time to give no bounty on corn imported, 
from the Baltic. If the intended bounties ſhou!d have the elie& 
of lowering the price of corn, thoſe who had {ent orders to the ports 
in the Baltic, ſuppoſing the price would not fall, muſt be conſider- 
able lofers, and he hoped they would receive a compenſation from 
Government. | 

Mr. DENT ſpoke to the ſame effect. 
Lord HAWKESBURY faig, that the object of the Select Com: 


mittee was to hold out an encouragement, and give a proper ſecurity 


to thoſe perſons who might ſpeculate in obtaining corn from Ame- 
rica and the Mediterranean; but they did not conceive it neceſſary 


to offer a bounty on importation from the Baltie while corn con- 
tinued at the price it was at preſent, ſuppoſing that the importers 


could not run any riſk. A quantity of corn was now expected from 


Archangel, and he would not ſay but that it might be proper to 
adopt ſome regulation in regard to its importation into this country. 
If the Houſe ſhould think proper to extend to corn coming from 
the Baltie the ſame proviſions as were intended with reſpect to im- 
portations from America and the Mediterranean, i it was open to them 
to do ſo. 

Mr. JEFFREYS thought that great caution ſhould be uſed to 
prevent any improper ſpeculations. 
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I Mr. WILBERFORCE thought that the Houſe would not wiſh 


e adoption of any new principle to render the ſituation of thoſe 


erchants worſe than at the time they gave their orders for corn 
1 om the ports of the Baltic. 

Mr. F. VANSITTART faid a few words. 

*Þ Bills were then ordered to be brought in purſuant to the ſaid 
Jolution. 


BY Mr. BAKER moved for leave to bring in a bill for the culti- 


tion of potatoes on waſte lands, for a time to be limited therein. 

Leave granted. 

He moved for leave to bring in a bill to explain and amend the 
em of his preſent Majeſty, intituled, An Act for the better 
Regulation of Mills '—Granted. 

ne moved then for leave to bring in bills, the one to regulate 
e Price and Aſſize of Bread; and the other to prohibit, for a 
e to be limited, the Uſe of Wheat in the making of Starch. 
F-Granted. 

Lord HAWKESBURY moved, that a meſſenger be ſent to the 
ords with the printed Report of the Committee reſpecting Bread 
d Corn. —Agreed. 

Lord Hawkeſbury was then appointed to carry the ſame to their 
WF orithips. 

Sir CHARLES BUNBURY moved, that the 36th of his pre- 
Int Majeſty ſhould be read; which being done, Sir Charles ſaid, 
at as he underſtood that the deficiency in grain was greater now 
an it was in 1795, owing to the deficiency in the crops of barley, - 
e, and oats, which were then in greater abundance ; and as there 
obably would be the ſame influx into the poor houſes as in that 
Far of ſcarcity, he felt the neceſſity of looking forward to the 
Waking of ſome relief for the poor; and under this conſideration 
would be content to move, © That leave be given to continue 
d amend the fame act.“ - Leave granted. 

A meflage fiom the Lords informed the Houſe, that their Lord- 
ips had agreed to the Loan Bill, and to the bill for granting an 
additional duty on Tea and Spirits, 

Mr. MANNING ſaid, that, purſuant to a notice he had given, 
nd preparatory to a diſcuſſion, he would now move for an account 
the Amount of Coals imported into the port of London from 
790 to 1800, ſpecifying the quantity imported from the 1 of 
arch to the 1ſt of October, and from the 1ſt of October 


d the 1 of March in each year, and diſtinguiſhing each. — 
greed to. 
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The following return of the number of French Emigrants ref. | 
dent in Great Britain was preſented, and ordered to lie on ef 3 | 
table : 1 


ven 


Aa, —— 4,153 
- Clergy - - - 5,621 


Total - - 0,774 
N. B. Under the head of Laity are included 530 domeſſie '4 
ſervants. 4 
Mr. WILBERFORCE ka the pctitiou of the no N 
men, and the humble petition of the ſeveral other perſons whoſe 
names were thereunto ſubſcribed, being guardians of the charitable if 3 
inſtitution commonly called the Aſylum, or houſe of refuge for the 4 
reception of orphan girls, the ſettlement of whoſe parents cannot be 
found; ſetting forth, * That, in the year 1758, a charitable 0. 4 
ciety was entered into by ſeveral Noblemen, Gentlemen, and others, i 
for eſtabliſhing an Aſylum, or houſe for the reception, maintenance, 
education, and employment, of friendleſs and deſerted orphan cir 1 
the ſettlement of whoſe parents could not be found ; and the ſame 
hath been, from that time, carried on in a houſe and premiſes, pro- 4 
vided for the purpoſe, fituate in the pariſh of Saint Mary, Lambeth, 
in the county of Surrey; and the ſaid charity hath been ſupported by 
the voluntary ſubſcriptions and donations of charitable and well- 
diſpoſed perſons, and a very great number of ſuch orphan girls have 
been received into, and maintained and educated thereby, and, at 1 
proper ages, apprentieed therefrom; and ſuch orphan girls have not 
only been ſheltered and protected from vice and want, but carefully 
inſtructed in the principles of religion, and in reading, writing, 
ncedle work, and houſchold buſineſs, and trained to habits of in- 
duitry and regularity, whereby the Public have been, and continues 
to be, provided with a ſupply of diligent and ſober female domeſtic 
ſervants: and that experience hath ſhewn, that the ſaid Charity 
bath been hitherto of conſiderable uſe, and an advantage to the 
public, and, it is apprehended, that, if countenanced and ſupported 
by the laws of this realm, and eſtabliſhed upon a permanent founda- 
tion, and veſted with powers for better enabling the ſubſcribers Al 
thereto. to carry into execution their charitable and uſeful deſigns, af 
the ſaid Charity would be of much more extenſive uſe, and of till th 
greater benefit and advantage to the Public, as being a means (by ſe 
an increaſe, from time to time, of the funds of the ſaid Charity) of be 
adding to the number of objects to be received therein, and to de- ＋ 
rive benefit therefrom : and therefore praying, that leave may be 


/ 
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ni. ect en to bring in a bill for eſtabliſhing and well-governing the ſaid 
on the We aritable inſtitution, and for incorporating the ſubſcribers thereto, 


ad for the better empowering and enabling them to carry on their 
A haritable and uſeful deſigns, under ſuch powers and regulations, and 
doch manner, as to the Houſe ſhall ſeem meet.“ 

Ordered, That the ſaid petition be referred to the conſideration 
a Committee, and that they do examine the matter thereof, and 
Weport the ſame, as it ſhall appear to them, to the Houſe. 


jomeſti 4 
9 HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Monday, March 10. 


——— — 


3 
Noble. 4 


hoe 
4 1 4 The royal aſſent was given by commiſſion to the bill for autho- 
for the Miſing His Majeſty to raiſe the ſum of 20,500,000 by way of an- 


8 Tea and Spirits T ax Bill, the Marine Mutiny Bill, 


nnot be 
ble {. 8 Wd three private Bills. 5 
others, 4 The Duke of Hamitrox took the oaths and his ſeat as Duke 


of BRANDGN, the title of his Engliſh Peerage. 


_ 3 Lord HAWKESBURY, attended by ſeveral Members, preſented, 
c ſame from the Houſe of Commons, a copy of the ſecond Report of the 
s, pro- 4 Corn Committee of that Houſe, purſuant to the deſire of their Lord- 
mbeth, ſhips, which was ordered to lie upon the table. 

rted by Lord AucxLanD moved that a ſufficient number of copies 'of 
well. che faid Report be printed for the uſe of the Houſe, which was or- 


dered accordingly. * 


s have 8 
d, at 10 
Ea HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
refully 4 Minday, March 10. 
riting, 1 The Houſe received a meſſage from the Houſe of Peers, de- 


of in- WW firing the attendance of the Commons, to hear the royal aſſent 


itinues given by commiſſion to a certain number of bills. The Houſe ac- 
meſtie cordingly attended, and the Speaker, on his return, informed the 
-harity Houſe, that the royal afſent was given to the Loan Bill, to the Tea 
to the 


and Spirit Duty Bill, to the Marine Muriny Bill, and to a number of 
private Bills. | 


unda- Mr. Sheriff FLowtR preſented a petition from the Lord Mayor, 
eribers Alderman, and Commons of the city of London in Council 
ſigns, aſſembled. The petition took notice of the act of King James 
f ſtill the Firſt, relative to the payment of Small Debts, and other ſub- 
as (by ſequent ſtatutes, and prayed for leave to bring in a bill for the 
ity) of better enforcing the proviſions of the ſaid acts. — Ordered to lie 
o de- upon the table. 

ay be Mr. Sheriff Flower alſo preſented a petition from the Lord Mayor, 
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Aldermen, and Commons of the city of London in Council 3 
aſſembled, complaining of the bill now pending in Parliament, for 
the purpoſe of making Wet Docks in Wapping, as an attack 
upon the rights and privileges of the city, and as prejudicial to the 9 
intereſts of it; and praying that the ſaid bill may not be paſſed i ino gain 
a law. A 

Mr. Alderman CURTIS moved, That the faid petition . 
referred to the Committee on the Wet-Dock Bill ; and that the eon 
ſaid petitioners be heard by themſelves, or Counſel. A 

Mr. MANNING expreſſed his ſurpriſe at the petition. It wal L 
in the recollection of the Houſe, that the principle of the Bill wal afſſec 
fully diſcuſſed laſt ſeſſion, and therefore ſtood now in no need of * 1 
ſuch diſcuſſion. He entertained a doubt how far the latter part of he i 


8 
FL 
. 
— 


Solicitors that 129 days were n, in hearing Counſel laſt ten me 
againſt it, and for that reaſon there was no neceſſity for the repe- 
tition. He was inſtructed by the merchants and gentlemen, on SW :co! 
whoſe behalf he ſtood up, that no leſs a ſum than from 400 to 6. o be 
| 800,060l1. were embarked in the- undertaking, and that they, reſt- 4 None 
ing on the wiſdom and juſtice of the Houſe, had undertaken thoſe Wl 

improvements without aſking any one ſingle privilege, or attempting 4 
any one monopoly, but wiſhing and deſirous to leave it open to all I imit 
parties. Under ſuch a propoſition, ſo fair and ſo liberal, he though | I 

them entitled to proteQion. þ 


Lord HAWKESBURY concurred in apinion with Mr. Man. | . 
ning, though he felt no objection to hearing the principle diſcufſed, M mit 
ſhould any honourable Member be diſpoſed to argue it. He would | me 
move then, as an amendment, that or Counſel” ſhould be omitted. 4 at 

Mr. Alderman CURTIS faid, that as the petitioners thought their 2 | 
privileges were invaded, they ſhould be heard by Counſel, to ſhew f h 
where the attack was made upon them. He had no objection to ſee | 4 me 
Wet Docks at Wapping and other places, and was a friend to the on 
bill now pending in Parliament ; but he urged the hearing of 
Counſel as the more neceſſary, becauſe it was made a complaint 
that the privileges of the city were invaded, and that they 
ſhould have an opportunity of ſhewing in what manner they were 8 
invaded. tl 

Sir JOHN ANDERSON contended for the petitioners being Writ 
heard by their Counſel, as the evidence would be ſpeedily given in, | 
and would not delay the Committee three hours. ed 

Mr. MANNING allowed, that if this had been a new appli- 1 
cation, the petitioners would have had a right to be heard by cl 


_ Counſel, but maintained; that ſince the buſineſs had been hanging 


1 
* . 


=”. a . 
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aun]! L Dn year after year, every one had had time and opportunity to lay 

nt, fo Sn his claims, and that there Was no occafion for protracting the 

attack I puſineſs any longer. 

to the 4 q The Houſe then divided—For the Amendment, 52 ; 

ed in 3 1 gainſt it, the two tellers, Mr. Aldetman Curtis and Sir John 
. $i \ nderſon. ! 

The SecrtTARY AT WAR moved the order of the day on the 
cond reading of the Mutiny and Deſertion Bill. The bill was 
ead, and ordered to be committed to-morrow. 8 
The National Debt Reduction Bill was read a third time, and 
aſſed. 
| Lerd HAWKESBURY brought up a bill for granting bounties on 
he importation of Wheat and Wheat Flour from the Mediters 
anean and America, and alſo for the importation of Rice, for a 
ime to be limited. Read a firſt time, and ordered to be read a 
2cond time to-morrow. His Lordſhip alſo brought up a bill to 
ncourage the Cultivation of Potatoes on Waſte Lands, for a time 
d be limited, and moved that it be read a firſt time ; which wag 
, reſt- one. He then moved that it be read a ſecond time to-morrow, 
n thoſe nd printed. —Ordered. 
mpting 4 Lord Hawkeſbury brought up a bill to permit, for a time to be 
| to all limited, the importation of Swediſh Herrings into Great Britain. 
hought 1 Read a firſt time, and ordered to be read a ſecond time to- 
orrow. 


Lord Hawkeſbury brought up a bill to prohibit, for a time to de 


ion be 
iat de 3 
It ws 
ill wa 
need of | 
part of 
om the I 
ſeſſion 3 
e repe | 1 
en, on 
700 to 4 


Man- 


cufled, I mited, the uſe of Wheat in making Starch, which was read 2 firſt 

would me. His Lordſhip obſerved, that this was a bill which required 
mitted. Pat no unavoidable delay ſhould impede its progreſs—it was preſſ- 
it their 


i in its nature, and therefore the Houſe would ſee the propriety. 
» ſhew 


his now moving, as he did, © That this bill be now read a ſecond 
n to ſee if 


”, 


me.” Read a ſecond time, and ordered to be committed to 2 


to the ommittee of the whole Houſe to-morrow. 
ing of . 

nplaint . March 1 1. 
5 they ey ay arc 


y were Sir CHARLES BUNBURY brought up a bill for the better Relief 

the Poor, within certain incorporated diſtricts, which was read a 

rſ time; and on a queſtion for the ſecond reading, 
Mr. BAKER roſe to obſerve, that he was not altogether falls. 

ed with the principle of the bill. He could not ſee the — 
increaſing the rates on account of the preſent ſcarcity, becau 


ch an 19 . would tend to lay a permanent burthen on 1 the pro- r 


being 
ven in, 


appli- 
zard by 


anging Vol. XI. 
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feſſed diftrit, though the object of the bill was only a temporary if A 
relief. 1 pf C 

Sir CHARLES BUNBURY ſaid, that there 2 in be 1 eed 
bill to limit its duration. Fable 


Mr. BUXTON confeſſed that the funds, as * now od, 
were inſufficient, under the preſent circumſtances, and wiſhed that 
fome further relief might be granted for a limited time. 3 

Mr. SHAW LEFEVRE was of opinion, that a diſcretionary . 


MN 


Fa 
»” 
2 3 P 


power ſhould be veſted in the Magiſtrates to regulate the amount of o 
the relief that might be deemed neceflary. ro 
Mr. BAKER inclined to the latter opinion. A 0 
The bill was then ordered to be read a ſecond time on Thurſ. , * 
day next. Fro 
Lord HawKEsBURY moved that there be laid before the Hou i is. 
_ Eopies of the Communications which paſſed between the Treaſury, 42 ro 
the Board of Trade, and the Admiralty Board, reſpecting the pre- 3 * 
fent high price of copper, as far as it affected His Majeſty's Navy.— I : 
Ordered. ro 
The Lox D Mayor preſented a petition from the priſoners in 3 c 
Newgate confined for debt.— Ordered to lie on the table. = Fre 
Mr. BURDON roſe, purſuant to the notice he had given of * 
bringing forward a motion for the better improvement of the high. . | 
ways. He moved that the 1 3th and 14th of the King, cap. 78, Fr 
and cap. 64, be read. The acts having been read, Mr. Burdon I f 
obſerved, that he had acted twenty years as a Magiſtrate, and had * 
frequent opportunities of ſeeing how the laws reſpecting the hf re 
ways had been neglected; of late, ſeveral circumſtances had oc- . 
ceurred to render the high roads worſe than before. This in- Fr 
duced him to bring forward his motion at the preſent time. 1 Fr 
the ſtatute laws on this head were duly executed, the righway 
would be found in the greateſt perſection. The increaſe of our in- Fr 
ternal trade called for more peculiar attention to the ſtate of the | | 
highways. The acts, as they now ſtood, did not produce ſo much | Fr 
as they ought ; too much was left to the diſcretion of the ſurveyors, f. 
whoſe ſituation in life little qualified them to direct the application 
of the ſtatute acts. They often left their own duty and the work F. 
of the labourers unperfotnicd ; ; which occaſioned no ſmall loſs to F 


the country. Theſe were the abuſes which he wiſhed to correct, 
and he truſted the Houſe would concur with him in acknowledging 
the neceſſity of ſorne amendment in theſe ſtatutes. He then con- 
cluded by moving, that a Committee be appointed to'take the faid 
acts into conſideration, and to report their opinions thereupon to 
the Houſe.— The motion was agreed to, and the Committee ap- 


_ 


ble. They were as follow: 


1 rom the iſt of March 1790, to the 2 
of October 1790 


ourn of ot March 1791 - - - - 
| rom the 1{ of March A to the ſt 
of October 1791 - - 5 


From the iſt October 1791, to the iſ 
of March 1792 N 
From the 1| of March 1792, to the iſt 


Thur. 1 


Hout | 3 | of October 17922 
eaſury, i 3 From the 1k of October 1792, to the 
e — j iſt of March 17998 


From the 1| of March 1793, to the it 


wn 3 of October 1798 
From the iſt of October 1793, to the iſt 
ners in 1 of March 17944414 1 


From the 1k of March 1794, to the iſt 
of October 1794 - - 
From the 1 of October 1794, to the if 


A 
ven of 8 


e high- WW of March 17999 
p. 78, From the 1& of March 1795, to the it 
Burdon | 3 of October 1795 - - —— 


From the 1| of October 1795, to the iſt 


1d had of March 1796 - - 


 bigh- i Prom the 1 of March 1796, to the iſ 
ey o- 1 of October 17988 
us in- From the iſt of October 1796, "ah the it 
ne. If — 8 


From the 1| of March 1797, to the iſt 


hays I of October 17977 


our in- 
of the 
much 
veyors, 
ication 


of March 1798 «oe om. 
From the 1& of March 1798, to the i 
of October 1798 - - 


From the iſt of October 1798, whe iſt 
of March 1799 - < - 


work From the 1& of March 1799, to the iſt 
loſs to of October 1799 - - - - 
orred, | From the 1{ of October 1799, to the iſ 
=p ä 
ledging ö 


\ 


N con- 


Total 2 & 
he faid 
pon to 
tee ap- F 2 
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Accounts were preſented, from the Cuſtom-houſe, of the quantity 
f Coals imported into London from March 1796, and the ſue- 
eeding , years, .down to the year 1 800. Ordered to lie on the 


Chalders. Buſhels, 


From the 1 of October 1797, to the ift : 


* 


33 


4532 


964 


13,5004 


— 
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tiny Bill. | 
The Houſe in a Committee accordingly, 


Mr. SECRETARY AT WAR obſerved, that there were in 
this bill ſome alterations from thoſe which preceded it on the fame don re 
ſubject. The firſt of theſe alterations went to give to thoſe who at- 
tended Courts Martials as witneſſes, or in the diſcharge of any 
neceſſary duty, the ſame exemption from arreſt as was allowed to 
thoſe who attended in obedience to the proceſs of Courts of Law. 


Secondly, to grant to Magiſtrates power, in cafe of fickneſs or any 7 


unavoidable accident to a ſoldier, to enlarge his furlough. At 


preſent they were liable to be taken up and treated as deſerters after 5 


their furlough expired, although that might happen by an accident 
over which they had no controul. 
power ſoldiers who acted improperly to impoſe upen Magiſtrates ; 
for that was to be guarded againſt with all poſſible caution. 
Thirdly, ſome freſh regulation with regard to the allowanee of ſub- 


ſiſtence to innkeepers and others, in all caſes, except when ſoldiers | 


were upon the march: this regulation he expected to ſatisfy both 
the innkeeper and the ſoldier. Fourthly, a proviſion for regula- 


ting the mode of preſſing catriages into the public ſervice, in caſe of | 


abſolute neceſſity ; upon which ſome doubts had ariſen, both as to 

whether any carriage ſhould be preſſed for more than a day, and 
What was to be conſidered as a day. It was alſo to be conſidered 
what diſtance ſuch carriages ſhould be made to travel, and what 
was to be the allowance to the owner. Theſe points ſome would 
be left to the Magiſtrates to determine, and others defined in the 
bill. Mr. Windham concluded with obſerving, that the expence 
of the laſt part he had been mentioning of the Mutiny Bill, would 
be to be defrayed by the county in which it took place. 

Mr. VANSITTART wiſhed to know what was to be conſi- 
dered as a carriage? It was underſtood formerly to apply, in the 
Mutiny Bill, only to waggons and carts. It had been lately un- 
derſtood to apply to coaches and gentlemen's carriages. Now if 
the carriages of the latter kind were to be taken, and they were to 
be paid for according to the ordinary rate, it would amount to a very 
conſiderable expence to the public. 

Mr. SECRETARY AT WAR ſaid, there was no neceſſity 
for making any further proviſion in the bill than it already con- 
tained, There was no power to take gentlemen's private carriages, 
N had been ſomething of that kind done in ſome inſtances, but 


[Couuoxs. 8 : 
The SECRETARY AT WA moved the order of the day; which A 
was, to go into a Committee of the whole Houſe on the Mu- At 


This, however, would not em- | 


M 
excel] 
fave | 
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it had been done without order ; and he was glad to find, that the 
miſtake had been generally taken with great good humour; what- 
ever miſtake aroſe upon that ſubject, it was not owing to the want 


of correctneſs in giving the original order at the War Office. 


The previous clauſes being then read and adopted ; on the queſ- 


don reſpecting the clauſe for the preſſing of carriages, 


Mr. SHAW LEFEVRE argued, that, in conſequence of the 
exceſſive dearneſs of provender, the allowance for a waggon with 
five horſes ſhould for the next year be increaſed from 1s. to 1s. 
4d. per mile; and for a cart with four horſes, ſhould be raiſed from 
gd. to 18. He likewiſe ſuggeſted, that the additional charge ought 
to be borne, not by the counties, but by the public at large. 

Mr. WINDHAM faid, that the rate now ſtated vid not hold 
good with reſpect to every county, and that it would be impoſlible 
to regulate in the bill the exact proportional increaſe to be given, as 
it muſt vary with the different rates. Tho regulation muſt therefore 
be left, as uſual, to the diſcretion of the Magiſtrates ; and he faw no 
reaſon for relieving the counties from the ſurplus. It was likewiſe 
to be recolleRed, that the counties in which troops were quartered 
muſt neceſſarily be benefited by the influx of money arifing from 
their payment. 

Mr. SHAW LEFEVRE obſerved, that the grievances were at 
preſent general; and the Magiſtrates in almoſt all the counties had 
been under the neceſſity of railing the rates. 

The clauſe was then put and carried. 

The Houſe being reſumed, the Report was ordered to be received 
on Thurſday next. y 

Mr. MANNING faid, that he roſe in conſequence of the notice 
he had given on Friday, to move for a Committee to inquire into the 
ſtate of the Coal Trade. Well aware as he was that every gentleman 
in that Houſe was truly ſenſible of the enormous price to which coals 
had ariſen in the metropolis for ſeveral years paſt, and particularly 
the two laſt years; that they were all equally ſenſible with what an 
oppreſſive weight the aſtonifhing high price of this neceſſary article 
had borne, not only on the lower orders, but on all ranks and claſſes 
of people in this metropolis ; he could not imagine that any gentle- 
man would rife to oppoſe a propoſition which only went to requeſt 
of the Houſe to interpoſe its authority in a matter of ſuch vaſt im- 
portance, if they found on inquiry that it was to be done with pro- 
priety and effect. The honourable gentleman then aſſured the 
Houſe, that it was not his intention to attach any particular blame 
either on the coal-owners, the ſhippers, or the purchaſers at the 


— — 
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Coal Exchange. He had for ſome time turned his attention to this 


very intereſting ſubjeR, and, from the information he had received 


from various quartzrs, he was not of that opinion. From all theſe 
conſiderations, U:crefore, he ſhould not have occaſion to trouble the 
Houſe long. He only begged leave to ſtate, that the price of coals in 
the north of England is at preſent twenty-two ſhillings and ſixpence; 
that the meaſure there is double to that of the port of London, which 
reduces the prime coſt, excluſive of expences, to eleven ſhillings and 
three-pence ; that the price at the pit had never varied for many 
years—he believed a century. That there were very heavy ex- 
pences attending the trade, no one could doubt; but he was confi- 


dent in his own mind, that if the ſubject were fairly and fully in-- 


veſtigated, regulations and proviſions might be introduced as to all 
deſcriptions of perſons concerned in the trade, and yet the article be 
procured at a more certain and reaſonable rate to the public. He 
then begged the Houſe to recollect, that, at Chriſtmas laſt, coals in 
the metropolis were at the aſtoniſhing price of eight pounds a chal- 
dron | a price, the bare mention of which was enough to ſtartle any 
man. Having ſtated thus much, he would content himſelf with 
barely moving, © That a Committee be appointed to inquire into 


the. ſtate of the Coal Trade of this kingdom, and to report the 
ſame to the Houſe.” 


Mr. BURDON ſaid, that, as one of the gentlemen of the north 


of England, he was glad that this motion was made, and he hoped 
that this inquiry would be fully gone into, for it was a very impor- 
tant ſubject. The only remark which occurred to him to make at 


- preſent, was, that, from the nature of this trade, ſome difficulties 


muſt be expected in the courſe of the inquiry, and which he ap- 
prehended would not be ſurmounted without proceeding in a very 
ſerious way. He was the more convinced of this from what he learnt 
when he was laſt in the country. Gentlemen of high rank and 
character felt a deſire that this ſubject ſhould be fully fifted, although 


they did not wiſh to come forward and call for an inquiry ; they | 


did not feel themſelves entitled to call on the Legiſlature for its in- 
terference ; but they were glad that an inquiry was called for, be- 
cauſe they wiſhed their characters to be put in a fair point of view 
before the public. He then proceeded upon a ſhort hiſtory of the 
price of coals at Newcaſtle, and concluded it with obſerving, that 
near 135 years ago, the price of coals was 13s. and now they are 
228. the Newcaſtle chaldron, He was no coal owner himſelf, nor 
had he any intereſt whatever in the trade ; but he believed that 
the ſhipping proprictors and the coal owners were very much at 
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BE variance with each other, and he believed they had intereſts very 
diſtinct from each other. He ſhould not ſay any thing that might 
leave a bias on any body's mind on this ſubject ; but would recom- 
mend to the Committee not to be haſty in its concluſion ; for that 
correct opinions could not be formed upon this ſubject without a 
eat deal of inveſtigation. | | 
Mr. MANNING faid a few words in explanation. 

Sir M. W. RIDLEY ſaid, he heartily aſſented to this motion 
for an inquiry into the ſtate of the Coal Trade. He ſtood in the 
Houſe as a coal Owner, a ſituation in which few other Members, 
as he conceived, ſtood ; as a coal owner, he begged the Houſe to 
underſtand .that he was not only ſpeaking for himſelf but for others ; 
and although, as coal owners, they had not the direQion of the 
Coal Trade, yet as coal owners they were defirous of giving to 
this inquiry every aid in their power. He could not ſay more for 
others than he was authoriſed ; but this he would ſay, he had no 
doubt that all the coal owners, as well as himſelf, would cheer- 
fully give to the Committee to whom this ſubject ſhould be re- 
ferred, all the aſſiſtance which it was in their power to give; he 
would add, that many of thoſe of the moſt reſpectable in the trade 
in London wiſhed alſo to come forward and give to this inquiry 
every aſſiſtance in their power; and this ſome of them had deſired 


th . BY him to ftate to the Houſe. He then took a ſhort view of the trade. 
ed Tyye coal owner, he obſerved, ran a conſiderable riſk— Suppoſe, 
r- or inſtance, he had a capital embarked in the trade; that the whole 
at of it was 20,000]. and that 10,0001. of it was in the earth — 
es 8 when all the expences of digging and the incidents of it, the Duke 
P- of Richmond's duty, and all other charges were added, there was 
ry no wonder that coals were fo dear at the place where they were 
nt ſmnipped. Government had added to the original duty upon coals, 
id at leaft cent. per cent.; theſe were points for conhdcration when 
h the price of coals was examined. Then again was to be conſi- 
y dered the expence of carrying to London. Now upon that ſubject 
= the expence of the ſhipping carriage muſt enhance the price of the 
e- article here. He did not mean to enter much into particulars 
w upon this fubje now, but he could not help touching upon ſome 
1C of them, to draw gentlemen's attention to the ſubject, and to give 
at them a right view of it, in order that no meaſures of reſtraint, or in- 
re deed any meaſures, ſhould be adopted before proper information 
Ir was obtained upon the ſubject. He perfectly well knew that 
at many .men entertained ſome prejudice againſt certain parts of 
at the Coal Trade ; but unleſs they diſmiſſed this prejudice, and fup- 
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plied its place with a great deal of information, he was ſure that 
much more harm than good would be the reſult. When he ſaid 8 
this, he was not attempting to diſcourage this inquiry; on the con- 
trary, he wiſhed to promote it, for, next to corn, coal was the great 
neceſſary of life; but he would venture to ſay, that there was no 
article ſo little underſtood in this metropolis as coal was. The 
conſumption of London was about 25,000 chaldron a week, 
There were not above 400 veſſels in that trade, ſo that if the ſhip- i 
ping was not weekly delivered, it muſt affect the price. If ſome 
regulations were adopted to make the trade free, and as expeditious 3 
as poſſible, he thought the metropolis would never be in want of il 
coals— but the price at the- port of London laſt year was higher i 
than formerly, and the conſumption greater, It might ſcem extra- 
ordinary whence it was that the price of coals ſtill continued fo 
high. One or two circumſtances would explain that: —in the 
ſpring of laſt year there was an extraordinary froſt until the latter 
end of March, the conſequence of which was, that coals were not 
only of great price, but there were hardly any to he had; all the 
ſtock of the brewers, ſugar refiners, &c. was conſumed, and the ſup- 
ply muſt be made up. The ſervice of Government upon the ex- 
pedition took up many veſſels out of the trade; for fix weeks there 
was hardly a ſhip to be had, and the ſupply had not yet recovered 
itſelf from the blow which this combination of circumſtances had 
given to it. He ſtated theſe things to obviate prejudices againſt the 
trade. He then obſerved, that the honourable Member who 
brought this ſubje& forward, had, in his apprehenſion of it, miſcon- 
ceived the Act of Parliament to which he alluded ; however, if he 
had any information on that part of the ſubject, he would of courſe 
lay it before the Committee. His main object was to obviate ſome 
prejudices upon this trade ; and while he was upon that topic, he 
would caution the Houſe againſt ſome publications under the ſigna- 


ture of J. D. in the newſpapers; they were the works of a Mr. 1 
Dixon, and they tended to create dice than t — ws 
g y tended more to create prejudice than to convey in h 
formation on the Coal Trade. He ſaid this to caution gentlemen 5 
from making up their minds before they had thoroughly inveſtigated h 
the ſubject; and that they ſhould not attempt to provide a remedy 2 
until they ſaw where the grievance lay. For his part, he would do A 
every thing in his power to correct this evil in any manner that the ” 


Houſe, i in its wiſdom, ſhould point out. ar 
Mr. WILBERFORCE BIRD ſupported this motion heartily, ag 


being convinced that an inquiry into this trade was necẽſſary, and 
much regulation wanted, | 
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The Committee was then appointed „and conſiſted th. 
The Chancellor of the — Sir John Anderſon, 


Mr. Manning, Mr. Smith, 

Sir William Scott, Sir M. Ridley, 
Lord Hawkeſbury, . Mr. Burdon, 
Mr. Bragge, | Mr. W. Bird, 
The Lord Mayor, 


Of whom any five to be a quorum. 
Mr. WALLACE moved, That there be laid before the 


3 Houſe an account of all coals exported from Newcaſtle, Sunder- 
14 land, Hartly, and Blythe, to foreign countries, to London, or coaſt- 
ways, and any where in Great Britain, diſtinguiſhing the reſpective 
places and years. ”"— Ordered, 


He then moved that there ſhould be laid before the Houſe, an 
account of the average price of coals as fixed at the Coal Exchange 
from January 1, 1790, to March 1, 1800, diſtinguiſhing each 
year reſpectively. Ordered. . 

Wedneſday, March 12. 


No buſineſs done at either Houſe, being the day appointed for a 


* 
* 
1 
. ll * r lh. —_—— it — 
— 


— 


, HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Thurſday, March 1 3. 
Nothing of importance occurred. 


ks + —_ * _ A. Mit. PUR 


HOUSE OF COMM On 8. 


Thurſday, March 13. * 


The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a Committee of the whole Houſe 
to eonſider the bill for granting a bounty upon the importation of 
wheat, flour, rice, and Indian corn. 

Upon the reading of that clauſe which enaQs that a bounty of 
me difference betwixt the average price ang 90s. a quarter ſhall 
be given for all wheat imported from the Mediterranean and 
America, 

Mr. JEFFERY roſe and ſpoke againſt granting bountics at all 3 
but in caſe they were to be granted, he was for confining them to 
the Mediterranean and America. A greater quantity of grain, he 
ſaid, would be imported if the trade were left to' take its general 
courſe, The Baltic was the only quarter from which we could 
Vol. XI. G 
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expect conſiderable ſupplies 3 the wheat brought from Archangel |þ P 
He could 


prove that it was worth thirty per cent. leſs than what was grown 0 


was ſmall in the grain, light, hard, and unfit for uſe. 


at home. The quality of the Barbary wheat was little better ; it 


was flinty, and ſuch as could not be ground by our mill-ftones, and 8 
if ground would produce flour that could not be uſed by the inhabi- 
Excepting our own native wheat, there was 2 
none in the world ſuperior io the American : but the granting of 
the bounties would preclude us from procuring much of that. Spe- 
culators would ſend few orders to America when they could pur- 
chaſe much cheaper from the Mediterranean; and when for this, 


tants of this country. 


however bad, they would receive a like premium as for the beſt. 


Any that they had already ordered they would countermand or ſell i 
If bounties ſhould be granted, it was impolitic 
and unjuſt not to extend them to the Baltic, the only ſource which 
could ſupply our wants, and which, by this excluſion, would be 
By many unforeſcen accidents it might require as 
long time to, bring a cargo from Sweden as from America, He | 
likewiſe thought it wrong to grant the difference betwixt the average 
Whilſt the average price of the whole kingdom 


at foreign ports. 
nearly ſhut up. 


price and. os. 
was 80s. a quarter, wheat might be ſelling in one place at 1oos. 

and in another place at 70s. Thus a merchant might receive in- 
demunification where he had ſuſtained no loſs, and might ſtill be a 
loſer notwithſtanding, the proviſions of the aQ. 

Lord HAWRESBURY faid, that he agreed perfectly with the 
honourable gentleman as to the general effect of bounties ; there- 
fore he had propoſed. a bill upon the principles of the preſent. The 
high price operated moſt efieually as a bounty, and would cauſe a 
greater ſupply from the countries that are near home than any which 
could be granted. On that account he thought that it would be 

| incxpedient to extend the propoſed bounty to the Baltic ; but the caſe 
vas entirely different as to countries at a great diſtance From us, and 
from which the navigation. was tedious and dangerous. Before a 
cargo could be brought from Barbary or America, the price might 
| have fallen materially, and unleſs the merchant were guaranteed 
againſt loſs, he would not engage in the ſpeculation. They had 
therefore conſidered what was the price of wheat at preſent in thoſe 
countries, and what was the expence of freight and inſurance. 
Theſe they had found to amouut to 90s. a quarter, and no harm 
could follow from inſuring the merchant that he ſhould not be obliged 
to part with it under prime coſt. If the bounty were granted in 
any other way than the one propoſed, we ſhould receive none but 
4 | 
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F damaged, uſeleſs grain, as the ſale of that would then be by mych 
2 che moſt profitable to the merchant. 

1 After ſome converſation, this and the following clauſes of the 
9 bill were read and agreed to. The Houſe was reſumed, and the 
Report ordered to be brought up to- morrow. 


— —_ - 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Friday, March 14. 


The various Bills before the Houſe were forwarded in their re- 
ſpeQive ſtages. . 


—— — * _ — 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Friday, March 1 4. 


Mr. BAKER called the attention of the Houſe to the further 
conſideration of the State of the Poor, who were, he ſaid, relicved to 
a conſiderable extent already by the voluntary contributions of the 
country ; but thoſe funds were now exhauſted. Had bread di- 
miniſhed in its price, he would not have ſtated their ſituation ſo 
ſtrongly; but as that was not the cafe, he muſt now look for paro- 
the chial relief, and the means of recruiting thoſe ſupplies which have 
ere- failed them. From their increaſing diſtreſſes, if the poor rates 
The were applied, Overſeers would be obliged to go to the Magiſtrates 
ſe a for further relief, as they muſt be found ineffectual for the purpoſe. 


nch His application now was for the relief of perſons not legally ſet- 
be tled ; for that intent he would propoſe a bill ſtating the object in 
caſe general, and leaving it open for ſuch clauſes as would conduce to 
and carry the propoſed relief into effect, and that only for a limited 
re 2 time. The bill would be founded on the preſent ſcarcity of pro- 
ght viſions, the hardſhips ariſing thereon to the poor, and would em- 
eed brace caſes of illneſs ſudden or incidental, and proviſions for the 
had right and proper application of the means for their relief, He then 
noſe gave notice, that on Monday next he would move for leave to 


nee. bring in a bill for the more effectual relief of the poor, far a time 
arm to be limited. | 
iged Mr. BRAGO brought up the report of the bill for puniſhing” 
| in Mutiny and Deſertion, with the amendments, which was | ordered 
but to be Ons. 

G 2 
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The SEcRETARY AT War, Mr. Shaw Lerever, Mr. Jor- 1 waſte 
L1FFE, and Mr. VANSITTART, differed in their opinions on the I accord 
expediency of certain advanced allowances to be made to perſons if M. 
who may furniſh provender, horſes, carts, &c. for the troops in the . and n 
different counties and diftrifts of England. On this difference of 1 Tune 
opinion it was agreed that the bill ſhould be recommitted to a I poor ; 
Committee of the whole Houſe on Monday next, in order to get 1 take e 
the fulleſt and moſt accurate information on the * — much 
Ordered. g mean 
Lord HAWKESBURY moved the order of the day for going 1 gentle 
into a Committee to conſider of a mode for the more effectual en- ¶ tude « 
couragement of the importation of corn and flour to be read: this lord 


ARC 


he did, he ſaid, with a view of poſtponing it till Monday; and as rights 
there were different opinions on it, he thought gentlemen would WW valu: 
have an opportunity of making uſe of the time till then, and coming fiance 
to a deciſion on the ſubject. of fil 
Mr. JEFFREY, of Poole, ſaid, he was aware that every Mem- ſubje 
ber ovght to be prepared with good information on this ſubject be- ¶ or ar 
fore he ſubmitted his thoughts to the Houfe : he had no doubt the ¶ out © 
noble Lord was fo : for his own part, he was ready to ſupport what ing t 
be had ſaid already, and to prove it, namely, © that not one grain alwa 
more of corn was likely to come into this country in conſe- prop 
quence of the bounty that was propoſed to be offered by this WF tion: 
bill ;” that, therefore, „it would be wiſe in the Houſe to do away vatic 
the idea of bounty altogether.” This point, he faid, he ſhould there 
make out in the courſe of a few minutes, and it was to him per- d 
ſonally a matter of indifference whether he proceeded now or on gent 
ny: 8 130 
Mr. WILBERFORCE ſaid, he thought it would be conve- wou 
nient to wait until Monday before any thing more was propoſed in , 


that Houſe upon this important ſubject. He was ſtill of the opinion cult 
which he delivered yeſterday, upon the. Indemnity againſt a poſ- or 
fible loſs,” for that was the real character of this meaſure ; and a Bu: 
miſtake had gone forth by calling it by the name of Bounty Mr 
He thought alſo that it ought to be granted generally; but as ſome SH, 


further information might be gained upon the ſubject, he was in- 
clined to think that it might be well to defer it until Monday. qui 
The Report was then brought up, read, and ordered to be taken paſ 
into further conſideration on Monday next, and that the bill, as ren 
- amended, be printed. lan 
Lord HAWKESBURY moved the order of the day for the apf 
Houſe to go into a C ommittee of the whole Houſe, to conſider of giv 


the bill for the encouragement of the cultivation of potatoes on o 


% 
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Jor- Vaſte lands. The Houſe having reſolved itſelf into a Committee 
n the 4 3 accordingly, 
rfons . Mr. BUXTON ſaid, that, however anxious he might be, 


4 and no doubt every Member of the Houſe was, to ſce that every 
ining was done that could be done to relieve the neceſſities of the 
MW poor ; yet the Houſe, even in purſuit of that laudable wiſh, ſhould 
Fake care not to encroach on the rights of others. He was very 
much afraid that this bill, as it ſtood, would have that effect: he 


meant thoſe who have rights of common. He believed that the 


1 gentlemen who brought in this bill were not aware of the magni- 


tude of this right in ſome caſes; he did not mean the rights of the 
lord of the manor, which were the rights of the foil ; but the 
rights of herbage. Some of theſe were very extenſive, and very 
valuable, in various parts of the country ; in Cambridge, for in- 
tance, there were ſome commons that were ſtated to be of the value 
of fifty ſhillings an acre. This was land which ſhould not be 
ſubject to the power of Magiſtrates and Pariſh Officers, under this 
or any other bill, to break up for the cultivation of potatoes, with- 
out the conſent of thoſe who had the right of common. Conſider- 
ing theſe things, and conſidering how anxious the Legiſlature had 
always been, and, he hoped, always would be, to protect private 
property, he could not help ſaying, that the bill was highly objec- 
tionable in that part of it which ſubjeQs all Commons to this culti- 
vation. His object was to confine it to Waſte Lands merely, and 
therefore he moved that the words © Common or be left out. 

Mr. BRAGGE concurred in ſentiment with the honourable 
gentleman .who had firſt ſpoken, and he was afraid. that the word 
* Common ” would include all common fields or meadows, which 
would not be the caſe if the meaſure was confined to mere waſte. 

A converſation then took place in the Committee upon the diffi- 
culty of underſtanding preciſely what was meant by Waſte Land,” 
or by Common; in the courſe of which Mr. Baxks, Mr. 
BuxToN, Mr. J. H. Brown, Lord SHEFFIELD, Mr. Bracce, 
Mr. St4eON, Mr. WILBERFORCE, Lord arent, Mr. 
SHAW LEFEVRE, &c. ſpoke. 

Sir W. PULTENEY ſaid, that this was a matter which re- 
quired to be paſſed ſpeedily, if at all, for it would do no good unleſs 
paſſed almoſt immediately. He therefore ſuggeſted a method 'of 
removing the difficulty; this was, by Rating in the bill that no 
land ſhould be ſubject to the operation of the bill, unleſs it ſhould 
appear to the ſatisfaction of the Magiſtrates to be not worth a certain 
given price per acre; and the Magiſtrates would then have a clue 
to guide chem; and they would not be zcalous to take land of 


. 
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Magiſtrates to determine on the value of any of the land of this „ 


biters of queſtions of property a bad principle ; beſides, he conceived 


facture or new branch of commerce. He was convinced, that they 


the encouragement of i importation, that he thought he could juſtify 
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imſelf 
ſo doing. 3 9 dort of 
Mr. BUXTON objected to putting it into the power of the | * ette, © 


at a ver 
country. He thought the principle of making Magiſtrates the ar. 3 


1 of its b 

War cargc 
that Juſtices of Peace, generally ſpeaking, were not competent to the | oon 
taſk of deciding the value of land; and he thought the Committee | | hicher 
ought to be cautivus how it affected che rights af individuals, by Þ 3 Wes lef 
adonting words that might be too looſe and general. 2 reſolut 
Mr. JOLLIFFE expreſſed a determination to divide the Com- ¶ Ito the 
mittee; upon which there appeared preſent only thirty-three Mem- Y averap 


bers, and therefore the Houſe was counted out of courſe. price 
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Mnday, March 1 7. 


Lord HAWKESBURY moved, that the order of the day be | 
read for the Houſe reſolving itſelf into a Committee of the whole | 
Houſe, to conſider farther of the means for the encouragement of the 
importation of corn and flour; which being done, the Houſe re- 
ſolved itſelf into a Committee accordingly, Mr. Wallace i in the 
Chair. | 

Mr. SAMUEL THORNTON moved, That it is the opi- 
nion of the Committee, that whenever, up to October next, the 
average price of wheat, as ſtated in the London Gazettee from the 
returns of Mark-lane, ſhall be below 85s. per quarter, there ſhall 
be granted on all wheat imported from the Baltic, a bounty which 
ſhall make the price of wheat ſo imported equal to 85s.” + 

Mr. JEFFERY aid, that he had taken occafion formerly to ex- 
preſs his diſapprobation of bounties of all kinds and in every cir. 
cumſtance, exeept perhaps in the caſe of a newly eſtabliſhed manu- 


a 


+ 


never tended to accompliſh the purpoſe they were deſigned to pro- 
mote, nay, that they frequently impeded its ſucceſs, and were more 
injurious than beneficial. But he would not now have troubled the 


Committee if he had had no other ground of oppoſition to the pre- mad 
ſent reſolution than this diſapprobation of bounties in general. In- 9os 
deed this could not be with propriety called a bounty. It was pro- conſ 
perly an indemnity; or an attempt to grant indemnity, in a ſuppoſed 
caſe where loſs might be incurred. But if the reſolution was pro- of f 

| perly examined, it would be found that it promiſed this indemnity cou] 
in a way fo uhequal, and ſo- inadequate to the purpoſe in view, viz. fore 
wer 


% 
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imſelf to the Committee for oppoſing it. In the laſt monthly re- 
ort of the average price of wheat, publiſhed in the London Ga- 


The Mat a very little above ſeventy- ſix ſhillings per quarter. The cauſe 
Wy A Jof its being ſo low was the inferior quality of the wheat. Now, if 


el cargo of wheat from the Baltic were carricd to Scotland, on ac- 


the ount of the ſuperior quality of the wheat, it would bring a much 


tree BY higher price than the wheat reared in Scotland; moſt probably, 


by 1 not leſs than an hundred ſhillings. But the importer, were this 
4 reſolution adopted in ſuch eireumſtances, would not forego his right 
eo the indemnity. He would ſtill claim the difference between the 
average as ſtated in the Gazette, and the eighty- five ſhillings, the 
price allowed by this reſolution. On the other hand, the average 
for England and Wales, where the wheat is better than in Scot- 


land, is ſtated in the ſame Gazette at one hundred and fix ſhillings. 


4 


But a cargo of wheat might be carried to Wales, and ſome other 
hole places, where it could not be ſold, perhaps, even at eighty ſhillings 
the per quarter, and yet the importer could have no indemnity for his 
re- > loſs, becauſe the average in the Gazette is above cighty- five ſhill- 
the WT ings per quarter. "The honourable gentleman detailed ſome accounts 

of the price at which wheat could actually be bought in the coun- 
pi- tries on the Baltic, the expences of freight, warehouſing, &c. from 
the which he deduced that wheat imported from the Baltic, without loſs 
the to the importer, could not be ſold below ninety- fix ſhillings ; and 
hall | argued, that therefore the preſent reſolution could be of no benefit 
ich for the purpoſe for which it was intended, encouraging the importa- 
tion of grain; for no man would be encouraged to import wheat, 
ex- by the aſſurance that he could not loſe more than 1 18. per quarter 
cir- on his ſpeculation. But if the plan of granting bounties on the 
nu- Importation of corn were at all adopted, he could ſee no reaſon why 
hey a difference ſhould be made between that granted on importation 
ro- from America and the Mediterranean, and that allowed on impor- 
ore tation from the Baltic. It was from the Baltic that our principal 
the ſupply muſt be drawn; and from the calculations which he had 
re- made, it appeared, that even ſecuring to this importer a price of 
In- 9os. per quarter, would afford him no ſecurity againſt loſs, and 
ro- conſequently little encouragement to ſpeculation. Belides, from the 


ſed expence of the original purchaſe of wheat in America, the expence 
ro- of freight, &c. it appeared that wheat imported from that country 
ity could not be fold in flour below os. per ſack. | Little ſupply there- 
iz. fore could be expected from America; and if a greater bounty 
were granted on importation from one place than from another, he 
thought it ought to be from thoſe countries where the beſt ſupply 


2 1 
48 PARLIAMENTARY [Commons, A 
N 


could be found. The value of American wheat was alſo much 
leſs than that from the Baltic, and therefore it appeared abſurd to 8 
ſecure a greater price for the article which. is of leaſt value. He 4 
concluded with-expreſſing his wiſh, either that there were no boun- YN : 
ties, or that they were equalized: ". | Ket | 
Lord HAWKESBURY ſaid, that all the arguments of the ho- 1 NH 
nourable gentleman againſt this reſolution as granting a bounty, :b 1 
were of no avail. The meaſure propoſed was, not granting a 4 4 
bounty for importation, but ſecuring the importer againſt any loſs 8 
which he might incur from the fall of the markets, and thus en- 1 
couraging him to adventure on the importation of corn to this 3 
country. As to the difference between the indemnity allowed on 
corn imported from America and the Mediterranean, and that 
allowed on corn imported from the Baltic, he was ſurpriſed that 
the honourable gentleman ſhould object to it, when it appeared, from 
the Report of the Committee, that there was the difference between 
eighteen and thirty in the expence of importation. Now, if the . 
importer can furniſh corn from the Baltic at ſo much cheaper a rate 
than the importer of corn from America, it would be an unfair ad- 
vantage to the importer from the ' Baltic, to ſecure him an equal 
price to that which is ſecured to the importer from America, The 
inſtances adduced of Scotland and Wales were not much to the 
point. It would always be the intereſt of the importer to carry 
his cargo to the place where the higheſt price could be procured, | 
becauſe there he would find the readieſt market. It was very un- 
likely indeed that any cargoes of wheat ſhould be ſent to Wales. A 
few may be ſent to Scotland; but even though they were, it was 
not at all clear that the evil would reſult which the honourable gen- 
tleman had mentioned. | | 5 
Mr. Chancellor PIT T ſaid, that a conſiderable ſupply of grain 
would be neceſſary for the country. This it was the object of the 
meaſure to ſecure, and it promiſed full ſucceſs. It promiſed us all 
the ſupply which could be procured, or that could be ſpared from 
every country with which we had any commercial connection. It 
is extremely important in a double view. Tt not only ſecures to this 
country all that can be ſpared from other countries, by encouraging 
the ſpeculator by a certainty againſt loſs ; but it alſo tends to pre- 
vent ſpeculation in this country upon buying and keeping up the 
corn in expectation of higher prices. The honourable gentleman 
has expreſſed his diſlike to all bounties, except perhaps upon newly 
* eſtabliſhed manufaQures. The general principle of bountics, I 
agree, may not be a good one, nor will I juſtify them in he caſe 
to Which the honourable gentleman alluded. But this is merely an 


more 
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ndemnity to loſers on a ſpeculation which is wiſhed to be eneou- 


7 raged. If the ſpeculation, at all events, ſhould turn out a good 


one to the importer, no indemnity is given, becauſe he ſuffers no 
*X loſs ; and it is only in caſe of the prices falling in the home mar- 


bi ket below what foreign grain can be fold at with ſafety to the im- 
porter, that this meaſure will have any effect. The meaſure muſt 
alſo tend to lower the prices of grain, by bringing our home produce 


more readily into market. The experience of 1796 proves the 
neceſſity and wiſdom of the meaſure. Then, when corn was al- 
moſt as high in price as at preſent, and when there was as little pro- 
ſpect of a fall in the price, grain fell moſt wonderfully in the courſe 
of a few weeks, more rapidly and to a greater degree than poſſibly 
could have been expected. I know this from the applications of 
merchants who had imported corn, and who afterwards were obliged 
to ſell it with very conſiderable loſs. This meaſure tends to re- 
move the fears of the merchants, while it does not remove the hopes 
of the people. As to the difference between the indemnity granted 
on importation from America and that from the Baltie, beſides 
what the noble Lord has remarked reſpecting the different expences 
of freight ariſing from the length of the voyage, it may be juſtified 
on the principle that the ſpeculation on importation from the Baltic 
is much more ſafe, becauſe the countries are nearer, and the mer- 
chants therefore run leſs riſk, becauſe the time which intervenes be- 
tween the projection of the adventure, and its execution, is much 
ſhorter than that which intervenes between the prajection and the 
execution of an adventure from America. As to the influence of a 
difference of price in different ports, from the free communication 
which ſubſiſts between all. our ports, this difference can never be 
great, and the only effect it can have is, that the importer will carry 
his cargo to the place where it is deareſt. The effect of the bill is 
to procure the greateſt poſſible quantity, and the beſt poſſible quality 
of grain that any country can afford.” 

Mr. JEFFERY explained. 

Mr. DENT faid, that he agreed with what had fallen from Mr. 
Jeffery. He did not think that it had been at all aſcertained that 
any ſcarcity really exiſted in the country ; and much evil had been 
produced by the alarms which the proceedings of this Committee 
had circulated through the country. Its firſt ſtep ought to have 
been, to have aſcertained whether the ſcarcity at all exiſted, and to 
what extent. Perhaps this might have been effected by means of 
the clergy ; and after ſuch an inveſtigation had been made, it was 


time enough to have attended to the means of remedying it, fo fa: 
as It had exiſtence. 
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muſt be wiſe and-prudent in the Legitlature to endeavour to remedy 
the evil. 


ſubject would have been equally impradticable, impolitic and un- 


violation of the rights of ſubjects, than to attempt thus narrowly 


to inveſtigate their poſſeſſions and property. The mention of em- 
ploying ſuch a reſpeQable body as the clergy in ſuch an inveſtigation, 4 
he thought degrading to them, and unworthy of any nas in 


the Committee. 

Mr. DENT explained. 

Lord BELGRAVE thought that forme caution ſhould be uſed 
in extending the indemnifications on the importation of corn from 


the Baltic to a period beyond the firſt of Auguſt, on account of the 


poſſible diminution in the-price of corn that might take place, and 
the advantage conſequent on that which might be taken, to the great 
detriment of this country. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT obſerved, that a great fall in the price 
of corn had taken place in the year 1796, before the harveſt, and 
he was in hopes it might happen fo again. In ſuch a caſe, the 
public, it was true, would have a greater indemnity to pay ; but 
they would have the ſatisfaction of being ſecure for a conſiderable 
time againſt the inconveniences they now ſuffered, Which was a ſuf- 
ficient compenſation, he thought, for a trifling expence. It might 
happen,” however, that there might not be an abundance of corn in 
the months immediately before the next harveſt ; arri vals from the 
Baltic would then be acceptable. It might happen alſo, as in the 
year 1796, that after the harveſt an immediate rife in the price of 
corn might take place : to prevent which, nothing was better cal- 
culated than continuing the indemnification of the Baltic trade to the 


beginning of October, and- thus to encourage as great an wh jk 
tion of grain as poſſible. 


Lord BELGRAVE explained. | 

Colonel ELFORD fad, he believed that the n which 
had recently been committed in two or three places, by burning 
corn-ſiacks and mills, were in a great meaſure to be attributed to 


9 7 
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Lord HAWKESBURY faid, that it was impoſlble by any in- 
veſtigation to aſcertain the extent of the ſcarcity ; and though it 
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might have been aſcertained, it would have been productive of much K ſcarcit 
evil. There was a general opinion that ſeareity exiſted ; and it as the 
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could 
Mr. Chancellor PIT T faid, that any inveſtigation upon ſuch a SE] made. 
© gercate 
Juſt :;—impraQicable, becauſe there could be no poſſible means of A 
afcertaining the quantity of grain in every man's pofſeſſion—impo- 
litic, becauſe it would in the reſult have increaſed the price and | 


augmented the alarm — and unjuſt, becauſe there could be no greater 
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"IT ſpeeches made in that Houſe ; but the ſpeeches that occaſioned them 
"ZE wcr: thoſe which, againſt all reaſon and conviction, connected the 
' ; © ſcarcity and the war together, and which went to conſider the latter 
; 4 5 as the cauſe of the former, which no one, who fairly and candidly 
WM viewed the inclement ſeaſon that prevailed during the laſt harveſt, 
b Other improvident ſpeeches had, however, been 
8 He had heard ſome which ſtated the ſcarcity to be much 
aj greater thin he believed it was; and he had heard of declarations 
made in another place, that there was no ſcarcity at all ,—both theſe 
ſtatements he thought to be equally erroneous and unfounded. 
believed the real caſe, and he wiſhed the country to underſtand the 
true {tate of the caſe to be, that there was ſuch a degree of ſcarcity as 
required exertion on the part of the Legiſlature, the moſt economical 
expenſiture of bread corn, and the general uſe of ſubſtitutes to 
counteract it ; but that the ſcarcity was not ſuch as, with the uſe of 
ſubſtitutes, and a general attention to economy, ought to create any 
A Nothing could be ſo miſchievous as 
"FX exaggerated repreſentations, which had no other tendency than 
to create unfounded deſpondency, or exaſperation in the public 


. ; could poſſibly do. 


grund of al:rm whatever. 
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He 


Mr. DENT reſcued himſelf from ſuch imputations ; and ſaid, 
that he never aſſerted that the ſcarcity was conneCted with the war ; 
for though he ſtood on the Oppoſition fide of the Houſe that even- 

ing, yet he was not always on it, nor was he ſo addicted to inflam- 
mable ſpeeches as gentlemen would inſinuate. 

Colonel ELFORD ſaid, that he did not mean to apply his ob⸗ 
ſervations to the hooourable Member; for he never heard him uſe 
ſuch expreſſions. 

Mr. JEFFERY ſaid, that as it was our wiſh to get all the ſup- 

| ply of corn into the country that we could, and as gentlemen were 
ſincere in their endeavours, he would till further ſuggeſt what he 
thought would moſt effectually gain that ſupply. 
(Hawkeſbury; ſaid, that he was informed of many orders which 
were gone already to America for corn. 
the merchants who ſent thoſe orders, if they had known of the ſtate 
of the bounties, would not have ſent them. 
with ſome on this ſubi:&, who, when they underſtood the terms of 
importation on which they were n 5 hs counter- 
manded the orders. 

The Reſolution of extending a bow of indetanity from the 
average price of grain to the price of 8 58. per quarter, to all im- 
portations from the Baltic, was then agreed to. 
of Germany were alſo propoſed to the Committee, and agreed to. 


The noble Lord 
He would aſſure him, that 


He had converſed - 


The other ports 
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Mr. JEFFERY propoſed, as an amendment, that the indem- Y : 
nity ſhould be from the average price to 90s. per quarter, inſtead MW tweer 
of 8 58. in order that all foreign ports included in the bill ſhould 
be on the ſame footing ; which amendment was rejected. "2 

Lord HAWKESBURY, on gentlemen in the Committee ſug- 
geſting other ports beſides theſe mentioned, propoſed in general, that 
all ports North of the Texel ſhould be received as an amendment; ation 
which was agreed to. * 

Mr. IEF FERY then ſtated, that he ſtill conſidered it impolitie 
and unwiſe in us to give to the American importations all the ad- 3 
vantages over thoſe ports in the Baltic from which all our ad- 
vantages of ſupply were to be derived. He was the more earneſt 
in preſſing this meaſure on the Houſe, becauſe it was a meaſure in- 
volving, to a great extent within itſelf, the public good, and ſuch if 
(as it now ſtood) as would not lead to the end propoſed. 4 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that he was ſorry to ſeq the ho- 
nourable Member dwell ſo fondly on circumſtances that were fo fully 
diſcufſed. He thought he reaſoned ſtrongly, who, when it was 
ſuggeſted by him that a bounty ſhould be given as well to the Baltic if 
ports as to thoſe more remote, becauſe that bounty did not go up to 
the full bounty propoſed to others, deſpaired of our getting any ſup- 


[Counons, 


ply at all from any of them. But leſt thoſe apprehenſions ſhould go ſupp 
abroad, he would now aſſert, that the favour was on the fide of the expe 
ports of the Baltic; and that when the circumſtances of time and thei 
the length of the voyage were conſidered, it would be found that tion 
the bounty to the Baltic of 85s. was more than that to the ports of Jous 
America and the Mediterranean ; but, all circumſtances being con- — 
ſidered, he thought the Cie had taken ſuch ſteps as gave us He 
all the poſſible advantages that could be obtained from all the any 
places that could furniſh us with a ſufficient and ſeaſonable ſupply. be 
Mr. SAMUEL THORNTON propoſed extending the ſame that 
bounty of indemnity to the port of Archangel as to the American mig 
and Mediterranean ports. \ | ſup 
Sir LAURENCE PAULK ſaid, that ſo very inferior was the wee 
corn of Archangel that the bounty was by far too much, and op- wel 
poſed it. wo 
Mr. JEFFERY ſupported the objection, as it would be mon- me 
ſtrous to make ſo large an allowance on a corn ſo very inferior in caſ 
quality to ours as that of the Archangel corn. anc 
E thir.“, Chancellor PIT IT ſupported the propoſition of Mr. out 
Thornton, and ſaid, that whatever the quality of that corn might wh 
be, ee, would be no more * that which r between the be 


B uw | be 
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em- average price of Britiſh corn and 9os., and not the difference be- 
tead WF tween our corn and theirs. ; 
ould The Reſolution was agreed to. The Report was hen brought 
up, and ordered to be received to-morrow. 
ſug- Mr. BAKER aid, that, agreeably to the notice he had given, he 
that 0 then called the attention of the Houſe to a conſideration on the fitu- 
nt; 1 ation of the poor. The relief which was hitherto adminiſtered was 
ſo liberal and benevolent, that it made no diſcrimination between 
litie the ſettled and unſettied poor; and this had produced ſuch an 
ad- effect, owing to the prevailing ſcarcity, that he wiſhed no diſcrimi- 
ad- nation ſhould be made between the poor thus ſituated until next 
neſt harveſt, He would wiſh them to remain as they now are, and 
in- thereby to be relieved from all vexatious removals. As the law 
ſuch formerly ſtood, they could be removed if likely to become charge- 
| able to the pariſh ; but now could not until they actually became 
ho- *# ſo. This was the tate of the labouring poor who were not actu- 
ully ally in the pariſh to which they belonged, and who, as unſettled 
was poor, were ſubject to removal at the inſtance of the pariſh in which 
altic WF they lived. It was for thoſe that the object of his bill would pro- 
> to poſe ſome relief, for a time to be limited : and this would be founded 
ſup- no leſs in policy than in juſtice ; for it would be much cheaper to 
d go ſupport them for that limited period where they are, than to pay the 
the expences of removing them, as they muſt neceſſarily be returned to 
and their own reſpective pariſhes for ſupport, and where new ſubſerip- 
that tions muſt be opened for their relief. He ſtated the caſe of a popu- 
s of lous place where the ſettled and unſettled poor made up five hundred 
on- two hundred of thoſe, as unſettled, were liable to be removed. 
us He obſerved, that if two hundred perſons were to be removed out of 
the any diſtrict, it would amount to a conſiderable ſum ; they could not 
ly. be removed with leſs expence, upon an average, than 20s. each; 
ume that was 200l. This ſum, inſtead of being applied to the remoral, 
can might go towards the relief of ſo many poor perſons, and this would 
ſupport the poor of a whole pariſh, in ſome caſes, for ten or twelve 
the weeks. This was one point of view only of this ſubject; but there 
op- were other points of view in which it might be taken, and which 
would lead thoſe who looked attentively at it, to wiſh for ſome 
on- means of putting an end to the litigation which ſo often attended 
r in caſes of removal; they were often much too litigiouſſy conteſted, 
bu and the money ſpent in ſuch litigation would be much better laid 
Mr. out in the relief of the poor. He ſhould wiſh that under the bill 
ght which he was going to move for leave to introduce, nothing ſhould | 
the be done without the conſent of the pariſh 3''but that for a time to 
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be limited. perſons who were objects of relief, and reſident in a 
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pariſh, although they might not have a ſettlement, ſhould be re. ode 
lie ved, where they were, with food, fuel, &c. without ſubjeQing Þ 1 TS ſuture 
them to removal. In addition to this, he would wiſh that ſome 3 Mr 
reſtrictions ſhould take place on the manner of conteſting the poor 5 | ſhe m 
rates, and of appealing to have them quaſhed for inequality, and Y he ch 
ſome other cauſes of litigation that were much too common. Theſe * YZ e hac 
points, when duly conſidered, might lead to great advantages to the poor 1 
poor in general. He would not now ſay much on the ſubjeR of the 4 in this 
poor laws in general, although he was aware that much might be poor, 
done to the advantage of the lower and labouring claſs of the com- Mnteri 
munity in that reſpe& alſo ; poſſibly ſome permanent eg A 
might be adopted with regard to the manner of gaining a ſettle- 1 | 
ment. It ſtruck him that ſome alteration was wanted in that par- I 
ticular ; for inſtance, a man might have reſided in a pariſh for four % 
or five years, and during that time might have contributed by his -Þ 
labour a great deal to the common ſtock of wealth of the community, 1 
and yet by that he could not gain a ſettlement in the pariſh ; but an 
apprentice boy, who ſhould have been only in his maſter's ſervice 8 
for forty days, at a time when his labour was of no uſe to any body, 
ſhould gain a ſettlement. Now, on comparing theſe two together, 
the one adding very conſiderably to the common ſtock by his 
labour, and the other nothing, it did ſeem to him to be ſomething 
repugnant to juſtice and common ſenſe; for it was to allow one to 
gain a ſettlement for that which was worth nothing, and to refule it 
to the other for that which was worth a great deal. There was 
another mode of gaining a ſettlement, that of paying 1ol. a year | 
rent; this was, at preſent, ſubje& to much abuſe, particularly in 
the mode of proof; it deſerved to be conſidered. "Theſe were 
points in law that required reviſion; but he had no propoſition to 
make on that branch of the poor laws. Hz wiſhed it to be under- 
ſtood alſo, that he was not going to propoſe any thing that ſhould 
ſtand in the way of any agreements which pariſhes might make with 
each other for their mutual convenience, He then moved, That 
leave be given to bring in a bill for the more effectual relief of the 
poor, for a time to be limited.” 

Mr. EST COURT faid, he had no hefitation i in afſenting to the 
motion now before the Houſe ; it was one which, in his opinion, 
humanity and good policy required. Ho far it might affect the 
poor laws he would not ſay ; but if any thing appeared objection- 
able in that reſpect, it would be diſcufſed and altered in the bill; 
and if after all the bill ſhould be found objeRionable, poſſibly ſome 
mode more effectual for the object might be adopted. The object 
Was certainly laudable, nor was he aware of any objection to the 
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I mode which was now propoſed ; the bill might be judged of in 
cling Pyoture ſtages of the proceeding, : 
ome FRE Mr. SIMEON declined faying any thing either for or againſt 


the motion now before the,Houſe ; he protefied much eſteem for 
Ine character of the honourable Member who introduced it; but 
Mc had heard ſuch things thrown out againſt a ſyſtem of laws, (the 
"oor laws, which had been fo long eſteemed, and ſo long ated upon 
1 In this country, and which was ſo far from preſſing hard upon the 
Poor, that it afforded them great protection,) that he could not help 
1 entering his proteſt againſt the doctrine he had heard. He had no 
P ppoſition to offer to the motion; but he could not fit ſtill while he 
Heard the poor laws of the country taken up in this way; he 
; SD ooked upon them as great advantages to the lower claſſes of 
9 ociety. 

Mr. JOLLIFFE ſuggeſted a defect, as it appeared to him, in 
the title of the bill; he thought it did not correſpond with the real 
1 object of its mover. 


vice , Mr. BAKER explained, and ſaid, he had no objection to alter- 
ody, ang the title of the bill if that ſhould appear to be neceffary. He 
her, Pobſerved alſo, that he had no recollection of his having faid any 
his ching againſt the whole ſyſtem of poor laws; he had only ſtated 
hing two points, in which they appeared to him to want reviſion. 

ie to Mr. SIMEON explained. 

le it Mr. SHAW LEFEVRE ſtated ſome inconveniences which 


WW were felt at preſent, by poor perſons inhabiting cottages to which a 


year right of common was attached, but which could not be enjoyed be- 
y in cauſe the occupiers were not legally ſettled in the pariſh to which 
vere the cottages belonged : he hinted alſo many other things which 
n to might, in his opinion, be of confiderable uſe in the diſcuſſion of 
der- the bill. 

,uld Mr. PEEL obſerved, that a great part of the working poor were 
ith not inhabitants under ſettlements in the pariſhes in which they re- 
"hat ſided: — that is, their ſettlement was not in the pariſh in which they 
the dwelt. He ſhould therefore wiſh that care might be taken to pre- 


vent this bill from throwing on the landed property a burthen that 
the ought to be caſt on the commercial, Many poor perſons belonged 


ion, in ſettlement to one pariſh, and they worked in another for manu» 
the facturers; the manufacturers had the benefit of the labour of theſe 
jon- perſons, the burthen of ſupporting them therefore ought to fall on 
ill; thoſe manufacturers; it would otherwiſe be unjuſt, and he wiſhed 


"Mme that landed property might not be diminiſhed by this proceeding, 
jet He ſaid, he poſſeſſed ſome local information on this ſubject, which 
the perhaps might be fit to be ſubmitted hereafter to the Houſe. 
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Mr. DICKENSON ſaid a few words. | 9 
Mr. VANSITTART ſuggeſted that the bill ſhould be called TI 
« A Bill for preventing the caſual Removal of the Poor, for a come 
limited time. x 
Mr. BOUVERIE diſapproved of the bill, but thought the Houſe 38 
too thinly attended to diſcuſs it. 3 p 
Mr. SPEAKER faid, it was but right to appriſe the honourable js 
Member who had juſt ſpoken, that notice was given of the intention od 
to move for this bill; a more conſiderable notice, and a more 
minute explanation of its nature than was uſual in cafes of this 
kind: therefore if the Houſe was not fo fully attended as could have 
been wiſhed, the honourable mover was exempt from any imputa. M 
tion whatever of taking the Houſe by ſurpriſe. _ | 
Mr. BOUVERIE ſaid, he ſhould not take advantage of the Wl 
ſtate of the Houſe to oppoſe the progreſs of the bill; but he 
thought it was a meaſure which required great conſideration. 
Mr. BAKER thanked the SPEAKER for the handſome manner | 
he had ſpoken towards him in this caſe. 1 
Sir W. DOLBEN ſuggeſted that the title of the bill would be 
more conformable to its object if it was thus: A Bill to prevent ¶ ¶ ſhou 
the Remo val of Caſual Poor for a time to be limited, notwithſtand - ſtruc 


ing they may have received Parochial Relief.“ their 
This title was agreed to; and the queſtion being put, leave was coun 
given to bring in the bill, boun 

1 poſec 

: : rene 

. | | | ral c 

HOUSE OF LORDS. euer 

Tueſday, March 18. on 

The LORD CHANCELLOR called the attention of the the 

- Houſe to the ſubject of Executory Deviſes ; and obſerved, that it a 
Vas aſtoniſhing what ideas and practices obtained, and to a con- Lor 
fiderable extent, among thoſe who took occaſion to diſpoſe. of pro- prir 
perty in that ſort of way. The effect which the deciſion that re- a 
cently took place relative to Thellufſon's Will had upon perſons of ſary 
that deſcription was inconceivable ; and this he had occaſion fre- cor 
quently to learn from eminent Counſel and Conveyancers who were rep 


reſorted to in ſuch caſes. The abſurdity of ſuch a mode of diſpoſ- dut 
ing of property was too obvious to be dwelt upon. His Lordſhip it. 

aſſured the Houſe, that among other inſtances which he could ad- he 
duce, he was, not long fince, informed by two eminent Conveyancers, the 
- that they were inſtructed by a certain perſon, whoſe name, how- wo 


— 
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ever, for obvious reaſons, was kept ſeeret, to frame ſuch an execu- 
ory deviſe of the perſon's property, as that the next heirs ſhould not 
eome to the enjoyment of it during the lives of any of the preſent 
Peerage of Great Britain To mention ſuch a'icircumſtance was 
WWſufficient ; it ſpoke for itſelf, However, of the kind, it might not be 


x deviſe which involved the worſt conſequences, as the perſonages 


3 to whom it referred, were of public notoriety; their demiſes 


would be more eaſily aſcertained. But in the caſe of the lives of 
an equal number of private perſons being involved, what muſt be 


4 the conſequence? He thought that ſome mode ſhould be ſuggeſted 


in order to counteract the effects of what was, in another place, 
happily denominated © Poſthumous Avarice.“ The principle upon 


Which ſuch perſons acted, was, he obſerved, direQly hoſtile to that 
excellent one laid down by Lord Chancellor Nottingham, in the' 
2 reign of Charles IT. who, in one of his earlieſt deciſions upon the 
: point in queſtion, laid it down, that ſuch deviſes ſhould be for the 
benefit of the families of ſuch perſons. The-new mode of acting 


on ſuch occaſions would go, however, to farve the heirs.” His 


Lordqhip gave his opinion, that ſome kind of legiſlative provifion 
ſhould be reſorted to, in order to reſtrain practices obviouſly fo de- 
ſtructi ve and abſurd. With that view a bill was now brought into 


their Lordſhips' Houſe, the effect of which, he ſaid, would go to 
counteract thoſe kinds of praQtices,. and to reſtrain within due 
bounds the executory deviſes of property, &c. The bill he pro- 
poſed ſhould be forthwith read a firſt time, and, with the concur- 
rence of their Lordſhips, ſpeedily printed, in order to attain a gene- 
ral circulation. The conſideration and diſcuſſion of the bill, how- 
ever, he would wiſh to poſtpone until after the holidays; againſt 
which: period thoſe perſons converſant in the ſubje& could make up 
their minds, and the Hoaſe have the advice and the aſſiſtance of 
the Judges upon the occaſion, 

Theſe obſervations meeting the general concurrence of their 


printed. 

The Earl of DARNLEY rol, and ſaid that he felt it 8 
ſary again to intrude. upon the Houſe relative to the ſeareity of 
corn. Perfectly aware as he was of the probable ill effects of 


it. He adverted to his ſtatements on a former night, and the facts 

he then ſubmitted to the confidexation of the Houſe — facts which 

the experience of every day ſinee proved to be inconteſtibly true, and 

worthy of the moſt ſerious attention. The noble Lord lightly 
Vor. XI. 1 1 - 


Lordſhips preſent, the bill was read a ficſt time, and ordered to be | 


repeated public diſcuſſions of the point in queſtion, yet he felt it his 
duty to come forward and preſs the attention of their Lordihips to 


* 
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alluded to a bill in its progreſs through the Houſe of Commons, | 
namely, that which regarded the importation of Swediſh herrings ; | 


b * * 
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this he ſeemed to regard as a queſtionable meaſure, and it an- 1 
nounced his intention fully to comment upon it, when it ſhould and o 
be regularly before their Lordſhips. With reſpect to what he . nd i 
ſhould immediately propoſe, he obſerved, that there was a bill be- _ M 
fore the Houſe > went to impoſe certain reſtrictions upon the Pill t. 
ſtarch manufaQories :—this meaſure, which he regarded as at leaſt the © 
harmleſs, he did not intend to oppoſe ; but he ſhould take the op- ¶ powe 
portunity of the third reading of the bill to deliver his ſentiments on WW Si 
the general ſubject of the ſuppoſed ſcarcity. In this view, if not ad 
odjecded to by any noble Lord, he would propoſe to fix the third Iubje 
reading of the bill in queſtion for. Thurſday, and alſo move that culti: 
the Houſe be ſummoned for that day. Neeſſa 
No objection being made, the third reading of the Starch Pro. All! 
hibition Bill was poſtponed to Thurſday ns and their Lordſhips nder 
ordered to be ſummoned. Wfacil 
The noble Earl then ſtated, that it was his Intention to propoſe, W thro 
on Thurſday next, that witneſſes ſhould be examined at the bar, in Midi 
ſupport of the facts he had brought forward on a former night. On Bin, 
this head his Lordſhip, however, did not ſeem perfectly decided; but of tl 
he explained, that he did not mean the examination ſhould take ſure, 
place on that night; but merely that he entertained an intention of into 
moving then, that at ſome future period ſuch an examination ſhould EXPE 
take place, ſo ſtrongly was he impreſſed with the conviction of the the 
propriety of the facts he had ſubmitted to the Houſe . generally they 
Jon: in p 
| | | cloſ! 

— — N — — 6 
| PEST. Ha pur 
HOUSE OF COMMONS, + = 
; Thurſday, March 18. wah 
Mr. S. DOUGLAS roſe, and, after adverting to ſeveral ſtatutes ſho! 
which reſpected the power granted to biſhops and eccleſiaſtical bo- met 
dies, of granting leaſes of lands, ſaid, that the motion which he me: 
ſhould have the honour to make. was intended to explain and ſure 
amend theſe ſtatutes.. "There was a doubt whether, as the law now con 
ſtood, ſuch-perſpns could legally ſubdivide and grant ſeparate leaſes Co 
of different lands. He therefore moved, that leave be given to | 
| bring in a bill to explain and amend the 36th Henry VIII. and the 
1ſt, 1 3th, and,14th of Elizabeth, and to legalize the leaſes as far as ade 
the 


reſpected lands, granted by Atchbiſhpps Biſhops, Fellows of Col- | 
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eges, and other ceclefiaftical bodies, and to . them to fubdi- 
ide the leaſes of their lands. 

Leave was granted, and the bill brought in and read a firſt time, 
and ordered to be read a ſecond time on the 21ſt of _ next, 
and in the mean time to be printed. 
Mr. DoucLAs alſo moved, that leave be given to bring in a 
pill to explain and amend the act 38 Geo. III. ſo far as reſpected 
he fale of the Land Tax by eccleſiaſtical bodies, and enlarging the 
over of the ſaid act. Leave was given accordingly. a 
Sir JOHN SINCLAIR roſe, in conſequence of a notice he 
Shad given on a former day, to call the attention of the Houſe to a 
WWubjc& which he conſidered of the higheſt importance, namely, the 
Wcultivation of the waſte lands. It was not his wiſh, nor was it ne- 
Wcefſary for him, to treſpaſs long upon the attention of the Houſe. 
All he required was, that the matter ſhould be referred to the con- 
Wfideration of a Committee, whoſe object, he truſted, would be to 
facilitate the cultivation of the immenſe tracts of waſte lands 
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poſe, ¶ throughout the country. Many gentlemen had expreſſed their con- 
r, in ¶ viction of the advantages likely to reſult from a general Incloſure 


Bill, enabling the parties to divide and allot waſte lands, by conſent 
of the majority of a pariſh. He did not approve of ſuch a mea- 
ſure, as it would be attended with too many difficulties to be carried 
into effect. He thought, if the preſent ſyſtem were rendered leſs 
expenſive, every object would be attained ; he was convinced that 
the expences of incloſure bills might be conſiderably retrenched ; 
they might be retrenched in their previous ſtages, as well as 
in paſſing through the Houſe. He believed the preſent plan of in- 
cloſures might be ſo much ſimplified as to anſwer every neceſſary 
& purpoſe ; but he knew no mode ſo proper, in the firſt inſtance, as 
to have a Committee to deliberate upon the ſubject. He was averſe 
from the diſcuſſion proceeding upon the authority of any individual. ; 
It was his wiſh that the opinion of the Committee ſhould be laid 
before the other Houſe of Parliament, and that every objection to it 


itutes ſhould be fairly met. He concluded by moving for the appoint- 

1] bo- ment of a Select Committee, to conſider of the moſt effectual 
h- he means of facilitating, under the authority of Parliament, the inclo- 

| and ſure of waſte lands, uncultivated commons, commonalties, and 
now 


common of paſture. Tue motion er ee and a Select 
Committee appointed. | 
The Army Mutiny Bill was recomtnittt. 
Mr. SecxETARY Ar Wax preſented a clauſe for making an 
additional allowance to the owners of carts, waggons, &c. uſed in 

the n. of __ and military ſtores. The manner in 
I 2 - 
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which this was to be done was generally to raiſe the farmer's rates 
one third more; but that Juſtices ſhould, according to circum. 
ſtances,” have a — power to alter theſe rates. The 
places through which troops were to march ſhould alſo bear a part of 
this burden, which was not at all unjuſt, conſidering the quantities X 
of money they muſt ſpend in thoſe places. | 

On reading that clauſe which enables Courts Martial to ee 
the attendance of witneſſes, 


Drwar{ 
dad fot 
dut un 
ention 
e-ne 
ad in 
poſed, 
o Ge 


2 2 4 a+ — 
. I os We ©. + - Ho 
— So 
V 


Mr. VANSITTARL wiſhed a clauſe to. be added to enable M. 
Courts Martial to indemnify witneſſes for their time and trouble M pinio 
in attending on trials. A long converſation then enſued between MHhim t. 
Mr. VansiTTART, Mr. Wix DHAMu, and Mr. SHaw LEFEVRE: poſed. 

in the courſe of which comn 


Mr. HOBHOUSE obſerved, that the clauſe propoſed bes to Mitary « 
him perfectly abſurd. It was to enable Courts Martial to indem- [ 
nify witneſſes, but it was not mentioned from what fund. It was 
not alleged that any oppreſſions had been uſed, or any improper 
conduct practiſed towards witneſſes, under the preſent ſyſtem ; yet 
without theſe circumſtances to juſtiſy an alteration, it was propoſed to Bi 


take the expence and management of witneſſes out of the hands in | Ve 
which they were at preſent placed, and to ſaddle them on others. =Y 

' Colonel GASCOIGNE faid, that it was already the praice Eg 
of the Judge Advocate of Courts Martial, to order OC Rhing PII 
be paid to all witneſſes who might juſtly claim it. 6 
The clauſe was then negatived. viſio 
Mr. JOLIFFE roſe, and obſerved, that ſome years ago a general bk 
officer (Fitzpatrick) gave notice of his intention to move a clauſe in | Lis 
the Mutiny Bill, to limit the period of ſoldiers enliſting in the army. mor 
He was concerned that that honourable gentleman had: not carried 71 
his notice into effect, becauſe he was fully perſuaded: it would have Cor 
contributed exccedingly to the benefit of the ſervice ; that it, would *. be 
have eaſed: the minds of the ſoldiers, as well as of all their relations "Aa 
and connections; that it would have tended: to prevent the impro- 1 
per practices that had frequently prevailed. with reſpect to recruit- 30 
ing; and that. it would alſo have ſaved prodigious ſums the nation 8 
had paid in bounties. He conſidered Shat if, ſuch a clauſe were and 
adopted, young men of the beſt conditions in life would be proud lanc 

to enter into the ſervice, where they might ſpend their carly years jn tobe 
ſeeing the world and amuſing themſelves, and then at no diſtant | 
period reſume their former occupations. Under this idea he had . 
formerly mentioned the ſubje& to the Secretary at War, who with aut 


his uſual goodneſs had confidered- it, and ſecmed to be of his opi- 
nion; but thought that it. was of too much importance to be brought 
| . 
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rates brward without conſulting the perſons at the head of the army. He 
cum. dad for the preſent wayed any idea of bringing forward a motion; 
The ut unleſs he heard ſtrong reaſons to ſatisfy him that it was the in- 
irt of ention of the Seeretary at War to bring it forward, he would, when 


e next Mutiny Bill was propoſed, move a elauſe to the effect he 
ad intimated. There were other amendments that might be pro- 
Poſed, particularly one with reſpect to appeals from Regimental 
o General Courts Martial. 

= Mr. WINDHAM expreſſed himſelf very much of the ſame 
1 opinion with the honourable gentleman ; but it was impoſſible for 
im to pledge himſelf to bring forward ſuch a meaſure as he pro- 
poſed. It did not reſt with any of His Majeſty's Miniſters to re- 
commend it, but depended entirely upon the opinions of thoſe mili- 
Weary officers whoſe experience beſt enabled them to form an accu- 
ate judgment upon the ſubject. The report of the bill, with the 
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was mendments, was ordered to be received to- Morrow. 
oo | 

yet Wedneſday March 19. 
* to 


Sir WIII IAA GEARY broyght in a bill to enable Juſtices of 
de Peace to purchaſe, a ſpot of ground for the purpoſe of erecting a 


Qice gaol in the eaſt diviſion of the county of Kent, which was read a 
y to WY ff time, and ordered to be read a ſecond time on Thurſday 
| ſc'nnight. 

Mr. DoveLas brought in the bill for farther PPC I the pro- 
RE viſions of the. preſent act to bodies corporate, politic, and other 
ſe in companies, for the purpoſe of purchaſing the Land Tax ; which 
as: was read a firſt time, and ondered to be read a ſecond time to- 
1 morrow. 
HA Lord HAWKESBURY moved the order of the day for the 
* Committee on the bill for granting a bounty on the importation of 
ions wheat, flour, and rice; into which the Houſe reſolved itſelf accord- 
My ingly. His Lordſhip propoſed, in the Committee, that the average 
* price which was to regulate the bounty, or indemnity, ſhould be 
Fd taken either at the time of importation, or at the time of ſale, pro- 
rere vided ſuch ſale came within 30 days from the day of importation, 
Pay and that that average price ſhould be the average price of all Eng- 
58 land. He then propoſed the term for the bill to be the 1ſt of Oc- 
unt tober next. 
had Mr, JEFFERY ated two 1 to the bill, which yet 
7h wanted explanation throughout : the firſt was, that there was no 


authentic criterion, that ever he heard of, which eſtabliſhed. the * 


\ 
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price of wheat; and then, that it did not fix it for every day, which | 
_ was neceſſary for the regulations the noble Lord introduced. el 
Lord HAWKESBURY ſaid, that he was not fully aware of ous i 
that, and that he would make inquiry on that ſubje; - pes 
Mr. BAxks moved the order for the Committee on the bill for 
encouraging the cultivation of potatoes in commons or waſte lands ; Wl 
| which being read, he moved the Speaker ſhould leave the chair. ted t 

Sir JOHN WROTTESLEY ſaid, he roſe to oppoſe the prin. Miſaving 
ciple of the bill; which was ſo fraught with objections, that he Mar pr 
thought it unneceſſary to enter on them at length. He would juſt WWpſione 
obſerve, that the power granted to Magiſtrates, of judging property, {Wore 

was a perfectly new power, and, as ſuch, he would move to leave it Mace 
out of the bill altogether. Beſides, he had great doubts of the ne- 
ceſſity of the meaſure, and whether the deficiency may not be ſup- eard 
plied from other reſources ; for, ſhould any ariſe, after the ſteps that Mar in 
were taken to guard againſt the evil, he was ſure it muſt ariſe from ¶Mſſibi 
other cauſes than from the want of this meaſure, ſhould it not be 
farther purſued. The evils of the bill were great; for by. it poor 
cottagers would be drawn in to cultivate and fence their little allot- MW e 
ments, and in the end may find their labours quite uſeleſs, as the 
bill would be but for one year; and it would be highly ungrateful ¶ ted 
to the feelings of lords of manors to deſtroy thoſe fruits of induſtry, ittec 
which the labour and the exertions of a poor peaſantry were ſo ear- Pe in 
neſtly employed in producing for the general good. On this prin- 
ciple he would oppoſe the Speaker leaving the chair. 

Mr. NICHOLLS faid, he oppoſed the principle of the bill; 
and deſired the Houſe to recollect, that commons and waſtes were as 
much the ſubject of property as incloſures. In a waſte, the right | 
of property was in the lord of the foil, the perſons who had a right 
of common, and the owner of the tythes. If all theſe ſeveral per- reſſu 
ſons did not conſent, the right of property would be violated. Was e 
it the intention of thoſe who brought forward this bill to prevail Mor. 
on the Houſe to declare that, to relieve the people from the preſſure 
of the preſent ſcarcity, it was neceſſary to violate the right of pro- 

perty? If that was their intention, he objected to the principle; idera 
and if that was not their intention, why was the tythe-owner left ad c 
without compenſation, and without the power of diſſenting? He he bi 
faid, he could not agree to leave the deciſion of all queſtions which mon 
might ariſe on this bill to Juſtices of the Peace. Who was lord of f the 
the manor? Who had a right of common? were frequently among er, 
the moſt intricate queſtions which could be brought before a Court FP the 
of Juſtice. - Juſtices of the Peace were not ſuited to the examina- 
tion of ſuch queſtions. The people of England were entiiled 9 he a0 
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which 4 mand that rights of property ſhould be examined and decided on 
we Courts of Common Law. He thought the bill was inju- 
re of þ dus in another point of view; it held forth to the people the 
pes of relief from the ſcarcity : but they would be diſappointed 
11 for 2 thoſe hopes; this bill would afford them no relief. He faid, 
nds ; had ſeen himſelf cenſured in a paper of that day, as having ex- 
ir. ed the people to the deſtruction of corn- ſtaeks and corn-mills, by 
prin-aving ſuggeſted, on a former debate, that the continuance of the 
at he ar prevented the country from being relieved from the diſtreſs oc- 
d juſt Mifioned by the ſcarcity ; he was ſtill of the ſame opinion. The 
perty, {Wore he conſidered the ſubjeA, the more was he convinced that 
ave it Mace promiſed the moſt certain, the moſt complete, and the moſt 
ie ne- Peedy relief. But he put it to the candour of every man who 
> ſup- ard him, whether the ſuggeſtion, that the continuance of the - 
s that ar increaſed the diſtreſs arifing from the ſcarcity, could by any 
from ſſibility have excited the people to deſtroy mills and corn-ftacks ? 
wot be t might excite the people to wiſh the termination; it might excite 
poor Me people to hate thoſe Miniſters who continued the war ;—but 
allot- Wow could it excite them to hate farmers and millers? If the 
as the ſentment of the people againſt farmers and millers had been ex- 
ateful ted by any thing ſaid in that Houſe, it was by the Corn Com- 
luſtry, ittee, who had held forth millers as men whoſe conduct required - 
) ear- e interference of Parliament. Here Mr. Nicholls was called to 
prin- rder by the Speaker. 

Mr. BANKS ſaid, he was very little prepared to expe the : 
bill; poſition which was now made to this bill, becauſe he did un- 
ere as erſtand, that, however gentlemen might think the proviſions of it 
right Wight require correction, yet the principle of endeavouring by 
right l means to relieve the lower clafſes of the community from the 
1 per- Nreſſure of a ſcarcity, which, to a greater or leſs degree, according to 7 

Was ie opinion of all gentlemen in the Houſe, exiſted, was laudable. a 
revail To relieve the country from the preſſure ſo ariſing, was the prin- 
efſure Miple of this bill: he conceived therefore the prineiple of the bill tos 
f pro- ave been approved of, and that the only matter remaining for on- * 
ciple ; Mederation referred itſelf to the clauſes of the bill; with that idea he 
er left Nad come prepared to meet gentlemen in their endeavours-to make: 

He he bill comformable to that principle, and he hoped to find a diſpo- 
which Nition to improve the enaQtments, rather than to oppoſe the principle 
ord of f the bill. The arguments which had been urged to- night, how-, 
among er, were not againſt the principle of the bill, but mere objections 
Court N the mode of carrying that principle into execution. On a for- 
imina- er day no ſueh oppoſition as this was ſtarted, and it was only from 
tled 19 


he accident of the Houſe failing to be ſufficiently attended, that the 
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queſtion of che Speaker leaving the chair occurred now. He never Wi, 
heard any Member ſay that the object of this bill was not deſirable, Wi 
To ſay that this bill altered the right of property all over. the king. 
dom, was to ſay that which was foreign to the bill; a miſtake: Wi 
which he could hardly conceive how gentlemen who had given 
themſelves the trouble of reading the bill once over curſorily "07 
ſhould have fallen into. As to the ſubject of the right of the tythe. Wl 
owner, it was one which deſerved great conſideration ; and he had i 
ſome amendment to propoſe in that particular, when the ſeaſon . 
ſhould arrive for ſo doing. Upon the whole matter he was of 
opinion, that this bill was a meaſure good in itſelf, and which, 
although late, would yet have very beneficial effects. He was of 
opinion, that every acre of land now uſeleſs, which could be made 
uſe of for the cultivation of this valuable vegetable, was well laid q 
out for the benefit of the inhabitants of this country; feeling this, 
he found it his duty to perſiſt in his motion, that the Speaker do 
leave the chair. 2 
Mr. JONES ſaid, he iel that ſo much had not been faid, a; 
either in that Houſe or out of it, concerning ſcarcity. He believed 
that ſome over-rated, and ſome perhaps under-rated it; however, 
every propoſition that had any tendency to relieve the neceſſities 
which the preſent preſſure of the times created, deſerved great atten- 
tion. As to the rights of the lord of the manor, he faw no injury 
likely to ariſe from this bill; on the contrary, he believed the lord 


of the manor would be a gainer by it; the land in which potatoes 8 
would be planted, was that which was at preſent in an inert ſtate; mai 
planting it with trees would be better than nothing. As to the ? 
ſubje& of the tythe · owner's property, he hoped the clergy would forv 
follow the example which was ſet to them upon this occafion, and Mit: 

which he begged leave to read to the Houſe :—it was an advertiſe- rece 
ment, by way of notice, from a Rector, ſtating that no tythes would tha 


be demanded by him of potatoes to be planted the enſuing ſeaſon, WW mit 
&c. This Rector was a tythe-owner to a very large extent. nov 
Mr. SIMEON ſaid, he owned he detpaired of reaping much the 
benefit from this bill, probably none at all; yet, as it had becn read am 
a ſecond. time, and as the principle of it had peen received into, diſ- tag, 
cuſſion, if not adopted, it would have poſſibly a bad effect to. refuſe | 
at once to go into a Committee upon it. Poſſibly the objections by 
might be ſuch as could be removed in a Committee. The prin- as 


_ ciple on which the bill was founded was that of a reſolution, | 


« That it is expedient to encourage the Cultivation of Potatoes in mo 
Waſte Lands.” Now, that was a principle to which there could BF thi: 
be no objection, _ it was found impracticable in the execution p | 
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without encroaching upon ſome other principle that was more valu- 

able. Gentlemen had extracted objections from ſome clauſes of 
: King. oe bill, and then urged them as objections to the principle of the 
niſtake Wl pill, which was not a fair way of oppoſing it. He did not expect 


never 
ſirable. 


given 7 uch benefit from this meaſure, but he ſhould be ſorry to ſee it 
n ſoriy opped in limine. 

tythe. . Sir J. WROTTESLEY aid, that although he was clearly con- 
he had i 


inced that the principle of this bill was bad ; yet as it might go 
ſeaſon forth, that the preſem objection was rather to the diſcuſſion of the 
was of meaſure than to the meaſure itſelf, he ſhould not at preſent take the 
which, Itenſe of the Houſe upon it, but he thought it candid to declare his 
was of WWoppolition to its principle. 
made The queſtion was then put, and the Speaker left the chair. 

211 laid Bi The Houſe in a Committee — 
g this, Mr. BANKES faid that the former Committee broke up for want 
er doof a ſufficient number of Members to make a Houſe, upon the queſ- 

lion, whether the words“ Commons or ”' ſhould ſtand part of the 
1 faid, Moin: that was to ſay, whether the bill ſhould apply to Com- 
lieved mons or Waſte Lands,” or be confined ſolely to “ Waſte 
wever, Hands.“ He had conſidered that matter a good deal, and had con- 
efittics WWſulted the beſt authorities to which he could refer upon the ſubject; 
atten- and he was convinced that it ought to be confined to“ Waſte 
injury Lands.“ Therefore, he now propoſcd that the words Commons 
e lord or be left out. Agreed to. 
otatoes Some progreſs being made in the bill, ſeveral of the elauſes re- 
fate; mained; and there being much oppoſition to them, | 
to the Mr. ROSE obſerved, that his honourable friend who brought 
would BS forward this meaſure had many amendments himſelf to propoſe to 
1, and it: the bill would be very different, after theſe amendments were 
rertiſe- received, from what it was at preſent ; it therefore appeared to him 
would that much of the time and poſſibly of the attention of the Com- 
ſeaſon, mittee and the Houſe might be ſaved, if theſe amendments were 
now brought up and received, the whole to be again printed, and 
then recommitted ; ſo that after the peruſal of the bill in that 
amended ſtate, it might be difcuſicd again, in detail, to an advan- 
tage which the Committee did not poſſeſs at preſent. 
Lord HAWKESBURY thought that the mode now propoſed 
by his honourable friend would eventually be the moſt expeditious, 
as well as the moſt ſatisfactory, 
The MASTER OF THE ROLLS concurred alſo in this 
mode, but declared he had but little hope that any amendment of 
this bill would make it ſuch as he would be able to agree to. 
The Committee then went through the amendments pro forma. 

Vol. XI, N 
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time on this important and delicate ſubject, I am fully aware of the if 
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The Houſe being reſumed, the Report was received imme. 
diately, the amendments read and agreed to pro forma, and or. I 8 
dered to be taken into farther eonſideration on Monday next, and} A 
to be — Ri 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Thurſday, March 20. 1 
Lord DARNLEY ſaid : My Lords, in addreſſing you a third 


difficulties which attend it. I firongly feel the great weight 
of authority, and ſtill greater weight of prejudice with which J 4 
have to contend. I feel alſo as much as any man the dangerous 
tendency of diſcuſſing this ſubje at all; and, as my noble and i 
learned friend on the woolfack ſo well expreſſed himſelf on a former 4 
occaſion, that in every ſtep we take, we tread on inſecure and peri- 
lous ground. I feel alſo that every thing that can be ſaid in this 1 we 
place is liable to groſs and miſchiefous miſrepreſentation. Still, how- 
ever, as long as I feel that any exertions of mine may tend to pro- 
mote the cauſe of truth; as long as I feel I am doing my duty to 
my country, and (if I may be allowed ſo inferior a conſideration) to 
myſelf, I ſhall endeavour at leaſt to convince your Lordſhips and 
the Public that my former aſſertions were perfectly well founded; 
and to prove, as far as I am able, that the degree of exiſting ſcarcity 
of wheat is by no means ſo great as it has been repreſented by the 
Committee of the Houſe of Commons, as well as by ſpeeches in 
this Houſe. I ſhall alſo take the opportunity of the bill now before 
the Houſe, as the firſt of thoſe meaſures recommended by the ſecond 
Report of the Committee of the Houſe of Commons, to comment 
fairly and freely on that Report now on your table, and on the I a1 
probable efficacy and effect of the different legiſlative meaſures il ©* f 
therein recommended for your adoption. I muſt firſt, however, and 
claim the indulgence of the Houſe to do away, if poſſible, the Ou 


effects of that miſrepteſentation to which all my former ſtatements on that 


the ſubject of the ſcarcity have been ſubjeR. It has been ſaid, I par, 
underſtand, that I had repreſented the ſcarcity as perfeQly artificial; W 
that I had denied its real exiſtence; that I had repreſented the you 
farmers as withholding their corn from market, and had thereby pre 
excited their ſervants, and all other deſcriptions of the poor, to ll ©? 
mark them out as objects of their vengeance, and to impute to pee 
them the extravagant price of bread. My Lords, I ſolemnly dif- ſug 


4 
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3 8 aim any ſuch ideas; they are too abſurd to be entertained for a 
; mod oment, and never could have entered into my head. No man 
his ſenſes can doubt that a deficiency exiſted in laſt year's crop. 
only aſſerted, that the degree of that deficiency had been exagge- 
— td; that the quantity of old wheat remaining in hand at the laſt 
Þarveſt had been much under-rated, and conſequently that the ſtock 
Nov in the country was greater than moſt perſons appeared to ima- 
ine. The Houſe will alſo recolleQ, that all my obſervations and 
Natements have applied to the ſtock of wheat excluſively, and that 
a third * have given no opinion on that of any other corn. With reſpect 
of the o the farmers withholding their corn from market, I never accuſed 
weight 'Y hem of any ſuch thing, becauſe I believe, in moſt caſes, they are 
ner 1 oth unable and unwilling to do ſo; nor can I blame any man for 
gerous ¶xacting as high a price for this, or any other commodity, as the 
e and rarket will afford him. I never accuſed the farmers of doing 
former MWniſchief, and raifing the price, by withholding their corn : I accuſed 
peri- 3 hoſe who exaggerated the degree of the ſcarcity, and proclaimed an 
n this pproachiag famine, of holding out an irreſiſtible inducement to 
| how- 3 do ſo, and thereby enhancing the price, already too high. 
o pro- 4 And now, my Lords, I truſt moſt perſons are ready to aſſent to 
Juty to he poſition with which I ſet out, namely, that it would have been 
ion) to much better if this ſubject had never been matter of parliamentary 
ps and diſcuſſion at all. To thoſe, however, who think otherwiſe, the Re- 
nded ; port which I hold in my band will furniſh a ſufficient anſwer ; for 
carcity if it ſhall appear on inveſtigation that the united wiſdom of the 
by the Houſe of Commons has been unable to ſuggeſt an adequate remedy 
hos bs to the evil which they tell you exiſts in fo great a degree, I think it 
before muſt be admitted, that it would have been much better if they had 
ſecond never made the attempt I beg to be underſtood as ſpeaking with 
3 the higheſt reſpe& of the gentlemen who formed this Committee; 
an the I am acquajnted with ſome of them, I am willing to do full juſtice 
* to their great abilities: but they are liable, like other men, to error; 


and in this cafe have, I fear, proceeded upon a great and funda- 


we ver, | 

le, the mental error in the firſt ĩfiſtance. They begin by informing you, 
SH that their former ſtatements are cenfirmed by ſubſequent information, 
aid, 1 particularly with reſpect to Scotland. I can eaſily believe, and doubt 
ificial; not, that in a wet and inclement ſeaſon, like the laſt, the farther north _ 
ed the you gothe greater the deficiency in the crops; therefore, that whatever 
hereby preſrare is to be felt in conſequence, will probably fall more ſeverely 
or, to on Scotland than on any other part of the iſland, I therefore ex- 
ute to pected to find, in the courſe of the Report, ſome means provided, or 


ſuggeſted at leaſt, for the relief of the poor in the northern parts of 
the kingdom. To my great ſurpriſe, however, I was able to dif- 


ly dif- 
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1 
cover no ſuch thing; for I leave your Lordſhips to judge whether 
the importation of wheat, of rice, of Indian corn, or even of Swediſh 
herrings, is likely to afford any proviſion for Scotland, or the other WW ndia 
parts of His Majeſty's dominions where oats or barlev, and eſpe- hett 
cially the former, conſtitute the principal food of the lower elaſſes. 
My aſſertions and obſervations extended no farther than to the ar- 
ticle of wheat, as forming the principal ſupport of the inhabitants of ¶ coura 
the ſouthern parts of Great Britain. Although I afferted, and am MWſcarcc 
ready to prove, that wheat is not ſo deficient as has been repreſented, price 
I am by no means prepared to make the fame aſſertions with reſpe&t ¶ to th 
tooats, If therefore the other Houſe of Parliament had recom- of w 
mended to your Lordſhips to prohibit the uſe of oats for horſes ; if ¶ need 
they had propoſed to levy a tax (ſuppoſe a guinea a quarter) on all man 
oats applied to that purpoſe for the next fix months, I ſhould have 
admitted, at leaſt, that, after having proclaimed the danger of fa- 
mine, they had provided an effectual remedy againſt it, and had 
enſured relief to that part of the country which by their own account 
ſtands moſt in need of it. But in this Report I ſee no ſuch thing, ¶ mitt 
or any thing that appears to me likely to operate as an effeftual || 4 
remedy for the evil complained of. But to proceed — The firſt 
meaſure recommended to your notice is to encourage the importa- 
tion of wheat from America and the Mediterranean by a bounty; 
but on this point my fears are different from thoſe which I under- 
ſtand are generally entertained -I cannot help thinking the bounty 
ſuperfluous, and that the price which wheat has borne and is 
likely to bear in the Engliſh market, is alone ſufficient to enſure a 
ſupply from all parts of the world. If there is any wheat in ex- 
iſtence, it muſt find its way to 51. a quarter; and I ſhall not be 
ſurpriſed if the Miniſter ſhould be obliged by this proviſion to pay 
as much as a million of the public money for what he might have 
had without it. The high price would alſo have operated mate- 
rially in the reduction of the conſumption, without any interference 
of Parliament. The poor from neceſſity would be obliged to eco- 
nomize, and the rich would be induced, on their account, to pre- 
vent waſte as much as poſlible. Long before the ſubjet was 


taken up by Parliament, and the propriety of reducing the conſump- of 
tion of flour in families had been recommended by them, I had felt it the 
my duty to do ſo in mine, in common with many others. With wit 
reſpect to the third ſuggeſtion, of the propriety of ſubjecting millers ind 
to new regulations, J am by no means diſpoſed to controvert it. I the 
believe that claſs of men do require ſome regulation; and if ſo, it af 
would have beon expedient whether the ſcarcity had exiſted or not. tha 


The ſame obſervation may perhaps apply to the idea of a new be 
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able of aſſize; but on this ſubject it is not my preſent buſineſs to 
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eater. With reſpe& to the encouragement of the uſe of rice and 
I ndian corn, there can be no objection; but I very. much doubt 
Bw hcther any remedy can be afforded by means of theſe articles, 
WW hich can deſerve the name of an effefual remedy. The ſame 
N 1 objection will, I fear, apply to the ſixth point recommended, the en- 
couragement of the growth of potatoes. 

ſcarcely poſſible to conceive that early potatoes can be raiſed at a 
price which the poor can afford to pay for them: and with reſpect 
to the idea of allowing labourers to break up and cultivate portions 
of waſte lands, I do not think lords of manors and other proprietors 


It is, in the firſt place, 


need be under any ſerious apprehenſions on this account; for a poor 
man values the certain profit arifing from his daily pay much too 
highly, to exchange it, in many inſtances, for the precarious produce _ 
of one year, to procure which he will be obliged to ſacrifice fo 
much of his time and labour. I come now to the great and effec- 
tual meaſure of all, the importation of Swediſh herrings. The Com- 
mittee of the Houſe of Commons tell you, they underſtand that 


| a « a large quantity of Swediſh herrings may be obtained from Got- 


&* tenburgh and the neighbouring ports at a very reaſonable price. 
„ They recommend, therefore, that Swediſh herrings ſhould for 

ea limited time be imported duty free.” In anſwer to all this, I 

have only to ſtate, that, admitting for a moment that herrings are a 

good ſubſtitute for bread, if my information on this ſubject be cor- 

rect (and I ſpeak in the hearing of many noble Lords, and eſpecially 

of the noble Lord at the head of the Board of Trade, who muſt be 
ſo much better acquainted with ſuch matters than I can be, and 
will, I am ſure, ſet me right if I am incorrect); but I am credibly 
informed that a ſingle Swediſh herring is not to be obtained : for 
not only has the herring fiſhery in Sweden failed this year in a great 
degree, but the Government has ſtrictly prohibited the exportation 
of herrings ; and your Lordſhips will not imagine that Sweden is 
likely at this time to grant any particular favour to this country. I 
really, therefore, am at a loſs to account for the propoſition of this 
very effeQtual remedy. I can hardly ſuppoſe that the Committee 
of the Houſe of Commons were diſpoſed to amuſe themſelves at 
the expence of your Lordſhips, ſtill leſs can I imagine that they 
yiſhed you to amuſe yourſelves at theirs : but if it were poſlible to 
indulge in mirth and levity in this place on fo ſerious a ſubjeR, 
they ſeem to have afforded you a fair opportunity of doing ſo. The 
laſt grand point is the expediency of topping the diſtilleries : on 
that I ſhall only obſerve, that the number of quarters of barley to 
be ſaved by adopting this meaſure at preſent, however inconſiderable 


1 
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in point of real fupply, might have a great effect on the markets, But i 
and would at leaſt tend to gratify the people whom you have ſo row 
much alarmed. But admitting that there is no good reaſon for 9 F 
ſtopping the diſtilleries at the preſent moment on account of the tion 4 
ſmall quantity of food that would be ſaved by ſuch means, it by no du 
means follows that you ought not to have adopted this meaſure at with 
the beginning of the ſeaſon, when the deficiency of the laſt crop H hy 
was equally well known, and when the ſupply to be attained by tre 
theſe means would have been ſo much greater. The Report con- beſt R 
cludes by recommending the meaſure now before the Houſe, but 
admits it at the fame time to be of little conſequence. So far I am there 


ready to agree with the Committee; and, convinced that if it does Lore 


no good it will at leaft do no harm, I certainly ſhall neither op- . 
poſe, nor offer any further obſervation on it, than that which ap- 
plies more or leſs to all thoſe meafures, that they are weak and inade- 
quate. But I contend, that after having ſtated fo ſtrongly, and (as 
I think) ſo unwiſely exaggerated the evil of ſcarcity, it was particu- 
larly incumbent on theſe gentlemen to have furniſhed us with ſome- 
thing like a proportionate remedy. Whether they have done ſo or 
not, I leave to your Lordſhips to judge. In the mean time they 
imply at leaſt, if they do not directly aſſert, that all their former 
ſtatements were correct, and conſequently that in what I have taken 


the liberty to advance I have endeavoured to miflead this Houſe te 
and the country. They may ſay, and your Lordſhips may ſay, why ne 
ſhould we believe the aſſertions of an inſignificant individual, who ſhi 
oppoſes his opinion to that of the two Houſes of Parliament? It * 
is true he has produced many ſtatements in ſupport of it: but dil 
how do we know that his correſpondents are more worthy of eredit OÞ! 
than himſelf? They may be intereſted to deceive him. They 2 
may be diſpoſed to flatter him. I ſhall not, therefore, read to the = 
Houſe extracts of ence from various parts of the country 8 
which I hold in my hand, but content myſelf with informing your "M 
- Lordſhips, that they extend to moſt of the Southern, Weſtern, Mid- " 
land counties, and to Wales, and that the general reſult is, that, in wy 
high expoſed fituations and light foils, the crops of wheat have : | 
failed in a confiderable degree, but that in all the rich vales and ſtrong ya 
lands they have failed very little : if this be the caſe, the deficiency 1 
never can be very alarming; for, according to the old Engliſh 
proverb, e | 5 0 
. When the clay doth feed the ſand, * 
Then 'tis well with old England; - | | ex 
But when the fand doth feed the clay, ſu 

Then old England—Lack-a<day ! 
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re at with the principles of freedom or of commerce. 
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WBut in my own defence I challenge inveſtigation and inquiry, and 
now offer to prove my aſſertions and information by evidence upon 
oath. I perfectly agree with thoſe who think that a ſtrict inquiſi- 
tion and inquiry into the real ſtock of corn in the hands of indivi- 
duals would be oppreſſive, impolitic and unjuſt, and inconſiſtent 


But I do not ſee 


hy Government might not ſelect a few diſcreet and truſty perſons 
to travel through different parts of the kingdom, and collect the 


beſt and moſt authentic information that the nature of the caſe will 
admit of: they might do this, but I cannot. There remains, 
therefore, only for me, the expedient which I ſhall propoſe to your 
Lordſhips as ſoon as the bill now before the Houſe is diſpoſed of— 
namely, to examine witneſſes at the bar-in proof of my aſſertions. 
If after ſuch an inveſtigation it ſhall appear that I have lightly, and 
without ſufficient grounds, endeavoured to miſlead this Houſe and 
the Country, there is no cenſure which their united indignation 
can inflit on me which I ſhall not deſerve, and to which 1 ſhall 
not be ready-to ſubmit ; but if on the contrary my aſſertions ſhould 


4 | prove to be founded in fact, I ſhall expect, from your Lordſhips 
WF juſtice, and from the voice of my country, an acknowledgement 


that my humble exertions have not been made in vain.” 

The Earl of LIVERPOOL obſerved, that the Report from 
the other Houſe of Parliament, on which the noble Lord had anim- 
adverted ſo much, was brought up from that Houſe at their Lord- 
ſhips' own deſire; and he thought the cenſure of a document ſo 
eireumſtanced, ſhould be cautiouſly indulged in. He was ſorry to 
differ, in many points, from the noble Lord. He was decidedly of 
opinion, that, in ſuch a criſis as the preſent, to take no legiſlative 
meaſures, or to ſet on foot no parliamentary inveſtigation, would be 
impolitic, abſurd, and injurious in the extreme. He thought it 
highly incumbent, as well on the Legiſlature, as the Executive Go- 
vernment, to evince to the country, that they were determined to 
probe the evil to the bottom, and to apply every practicable and 
conſtitutional remedy. That the meaſures hitherto taken were of 
a beneficial tendency, was perfectly evident. No later Man that 
day did he receive a letter from the northern parts of Scotland, 
ſtating, that the meaſures adopted were found there of great ſervice. 
Not a moment, conſidering the peculiar nature and delicacy of the 
caſe, had been loſt. When Parliament firſt met in September laſt, 
a period when a ſcarcity was certainly apprehended, but not to the 
extent it had fince arrived at, a ſalutary and unobjectionable mea- 
ſure was reſorted to, namely, to open all the ports for the importa- 
tion of every ſpecics of grain. They went farther, the diſtilleries 
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in Scotland, in that part of the united kingdom where the diſtreſ 
was moſt ſenſibly felt, were flopped ; and this was all done with. 
out any unneceſſary alarm being created. He deprecated the idea Wi 
of contending for the ſcarcity being leſs than it really was, as ſuch 
notions going abroad: muſt obviouſly be attended with the moſt per. 
nicious effects. What muſt be the ſenſations of the lower orders 
of ſociety on being impreſſed with ſuch notions ? But he contended i 
that, ſpeaking fairly, the immenſe increaſe of price, more than 
double what it was that time twelve months, was a ſufficient ground | 
for the Legiſlature to afſume that a ſcarcity to ſome degree at leaſt 
exiſted, and to adopt meaſures in conſequence. Accordingly, on 
the ſecond meeting of Parliament, a Select Committee of Inquiry 
was immediately inſtituted. To render this Committee as re- 
ſpectable and efficacious as poſſible, all the county Members were 
added to that, a body of gentlemen who naturally muſt be ſuppoſed 
to be as well acquainted with the agricultural ſtate of the country 
as any others in the kingdom. This Committee reſorted, among 
other quarters, to the Board of Agriculture for information ; their 
extenſive correſpondence was explored, and their Secretary was ex- 
amined before the Committee. He would therefore aſk their Lord- 
ſhips, was it poſſible that a Report could come from more reſpeQ- 
able authority? The Reports now before their Lordſhips were 
offered ſo far as the ſentiments of the Committee: the candour 
of the Houſe was therefore implicated in the conſideration. The 
Noble Lord, however, he muſt obſerve, in his ſtatements, laid the 
| greateſt ſtreſs on the ſituation of the ſouthern counties; but it was 
obviouſly in the northern parts of the kingdom that the deficiency 
was moſt prevalent. He heard from a right reverend Prelate, not 
then in his place, that there was wheat ſtanding in the biſhoprick 
of Durham ſo late as the month of November, not being in a con- 
147 dition worth reaping, Taking the whole together, therefore, he 
i | ſhould | not be ſurpriſed if the deficiency was really, as ſtated, a third 
| of the average produce. His Lordſhip here entered into detailed 
calculations of the average produce, conſumption, and importation 
of various ſorts of grain in Great Britain for the laſt ſeven years, as | 
with a view principally of vindicating the wiſdom, juſtice and policy I 
of the meaſures adopted by Government on theſe occaſions. He he « 
argued in favour of the propriety of moderate bounties upon impor- per: 
tation, and that meaſures ſhould be taken to ſecure, as far as Was and 
practicable, the. merchants from loſs on ſuch occaſions as the pre- ſom 
ſent. His official ſituation afforded him much information on fe, 
_ theſe points; and he was happy to learn that the poor had moſt, BF Ho 
cheerfully and meritoriouſly, in many inſtances, changed bread for WM on 
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ſtreſs eneaper, but nearly as nutritious a kind of food. With reſpeQ to 
with. Ma ſupply of fiſh, it was well known to be an article of moſt exten- 
idea ¶ Nave e onſumption among the poor, particularly a ong the coaſt. He 
ſuch v could, however, bear teſtimony to the correctneſs of what the noble 
per- Lord ſtated relative to the expected ſupply of Swediſh herrings ; 
ders that reſource was not now to be looked to, as Government had very 
ended lately received intimation of the proclamation of the Swediſh Go- 
than ¶ vernment againſt the exportation. With reſpect to the ſtoppage 
round of the diſtilleries in South Britain the caſe was very different, and for 
leaſt ¶ N obvious reaſons, from that of Scotland, —barley in the latter part of 
Fo the kingdom forming no inconſiderable part of the food of the poor. 
quiry The reſtraint which ſuch a meaſure would then have placed upon 
s fre- the Engliſh farmers, would, in its effect, rather increaſe than dimi- 
were niſh the evil complained of. By the meaſures*taken, particularly 


poſed of enforcing the uſe of ſtale bread, more than a fixth was ſaved. 

untry some alteration in the aſſize of bread too was neceſſary, ſo as more 

mong ito equalize the profits of the baker with reſpe& to the brown and 

their the finer kinds of bread. It was incumbent on the Houſe of Com- 

N Wmons, on the part of thoſe whom they repreſented, and on their 
rd- 


WIL ordſhips, who repreſented the whole nation, to come forward. as 


ſpect⸗ they had done, and to evince to the country their diſpoſitin by every 
were fair and practicable means to remedy the evil. He had no doubt 
adour of the purity of the noble Lord's motives ; but he muſt highly de- 
The precate all farther diſcuſſion of the ſubject in that ſort cf way, as 
d the pernicious in its effects, and leading to no poſlible good; more eſpe- 
t was cially as the other Houſe of Parliament was ſtill employed in the 
ene inveſtigation. 5 
ty Not The Earl of EINNOUL joined with the Peer who ſpoke laſt 
prick in deprecating all farther diſcuſſion of the ſubjeQ. The meaſures 
con- hitherto taken had the moſt beneficial effects, and he pointed out 
— » the difference of circumſtances between Scotland. and South Britain 
thir 


in relation to the meaſure of ſtopping the diſtilleries. He had to. 
lament, however, that a conſiderable ſcarcity exiſted, and that much 
was owing to monopoly, which ought to be counteracted as much 
as poſſible. 

Lord DARNLEY, in anſwer to the Earl of Liverpool, ſaid, 
he could not avoid thanking his Lordſhip for the candid and tem- 
perate manner in which he had replied to what had fallen from him, 
and ſhould only detain the Houſe a few minutes in adverting to 
ſome particular points of his ſpeech. The noble Lord had con- 
feſſed that much of the opinion which the Committee of the other 
Houſe had entertained on the ſubje& of the ſcarcity, was founded 
on what they conceived to be the opinion of the Board of Agricul- 
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AR 
ture. He had the higheſt reſpect for the Board of Agriculture, and Mint | 
for many individual Members of it, ſome of whom he ſaw in their ange. 
places in that Houſe 3 but he did not therefore conſider their opi- f preſen 
nion as infallible, eſpecially as their Secretary, on whoſe evidence Mffect. 
alone the ſuppoſed opinion of the Board reſted, was known to ſpeak Wl poke 
with ſome degree of prejudice on this particular ſubje& ; and the \ Wother 
Houſe of Commons having fince adopted an opinion, whether right Wi grea 
or wrong, are not likely to be eaſily induced to change it. With f tha 
reſpect to the Swediſh herrings, the noble Lord had fairly admitted MiſExact 
that the Houſe of Commons had been deceived, and had in conſe- s obj 
quence tranſmitted an unfounded ſtatement to their Lordſhips. He WWpublic 


thought, on a ſubje& of ſo much importance, they ought to have at 
leaſt aſſured themſelves of the fact before they ventured to ſtate it, 
and even to recommend an act of Parliament to be founded on it, 
Ignorance, in ſuch a caſe, was a miſerable excuſe. The noble 3 
Lord had aſcribed the late fall in the price of wheat ſolely to the 
meaſures which had been adopted in Parliament. On this ſubjed 
Lord Darnley felt it difficult to ſpeak without incurring the poſſible 
imputation of abſurd perſonal vanity ; but he could not avoid ap- 
pealing to the Houſe to decide whether thoſe who had raiſed an ex- 
aggerated alarm, or thoſe who had endeavoured to counteract its 
effects by ſtating things in their true point of view, were moſt | 
likely to fink the price of corn or promote the ſupply of the 
market. 


| M 
— The Earl of LIVERPOOL explained. 

| 

| 


pIrin; 


p * — 
4 


The Earl of HARD WICKE obſerved, that the expedient of 
ſtopping the diſtilleries in this country would operate very differ- 
ently from what it would in Scotland. In a part of the country 
with which he was well acquainted (Cambridgeſhire), he knew there 
were large quantities of grain unfit for grinding, and which, if the 
ſtills were ſtopped, would be of no uſe. He was aware of the ill 
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Lord GRENVILLE roſe, and ſtrongly objected to ſuch” a pro- 
ceeding. His Lordſhip obſerved, that he ig held it, one cf 
the ſureſt as well as moſt unexceptionable modes of inſuring a ſufh- 

x | 


late t 
ACTI ve. 


11 
is 
4 effect of diſcuſſion ; but could not avoid lamenting the evils of mp 
14 monopoly. p 
ih The queſtion being put, the bill was read a third time, and * 
gs paſſed. dr el 
1 | The Earl of DARNLEY then roſe, and moved, * That the * 
Wei Houſe do, on any day to be ſubfequently fixed, reſolve itſelf into a a | 
| Committee, and examine evidence at the bar reſpecting the defi- entic 
q ciency in laſt ycar's crops, and the ſupply of grain on an . 
7 it wat 
| The queſtion being put, 
| he ca 
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ient ſupply, to leave commercial operations to a free and unlimited 
ange. The objeQions to publicly diſcuſſing ſuch a ſubje& as the 


RDs. 
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opi- | preſent, were never ſo ſtrong as at a moment when the means of 
lence ¶Meffectual remedy were entirely out of reach. His Lordſhip alſo 
ſpeak Wrooke i in diſapprobation of the way in which the Report from the 
d the : \ Pine Houſe had been alluded to: the points were thoſe on which 


right WW great difference of opinion might fairly exiſt ; indeed it was one 
With f that nature which precluded the poſſibility of aſcertaining the 
nitted exact truth: the mode propoſed by the noble Lord, he confidered 
-onſe. Ms objeRionable in various points of view. He again cenſured all 
- He WWpublic diſcuſſion of ſuch a ſubjeR, as even dangerous in its effect, 
we at ind tending to no public good. He concluded, by declaring him- 
ate it, Melf decidedly hoſtile to the proceeding ſuggeſted by the noble 
on it, Lord. 

noble 4 The queſtion was then put, and the reſolution moved by Lord 
to the M arnley negatived without a diviſion. . 


— 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Thurſday, March 20. 


Mr. BxAOGE brought up the Report of the Committee on Ex- 
ring Laws. The reſolutions were read, agreed to, and inſtruc- 
ions given to a Cummittee to prepare a bill in . of ſome 
f them. 

The Mutiny Bill was read a thicd time and paſſed, 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS roſe and obſerved, that doubts had 
deen entertained by ſome, though none had ever been entertained 
by him, whether the volunteer corps ſhould be exempted from. the 
duties impoſed on thoſe who chooſe to wear hair powder. Some of 
heſe duties had been attempted to be inforced : it was therefore 
mpoſſible for him to remain quiet while that continued to be the 
aſe. Some doubts had alſo been ſtated, whether they were raiſed 
vr embodied by virtue of His Majeſty's prerogative, under the 
hreat or imminent danger of invaſion, or were raiſed and embodied 
dy the Act of Parliament; no matter which, it was clearly the in- 
ention of the Legiſlature to exempt them from the duty on certifi- 
ates for wearing hair powder. However, fince there was a doubt, 
it was proper to remove it, and that was one of the objects to which 
he called the attention of the Houſe. Another object was, to regu- 
late the practice of impoſing the horſe duty. Some perſons who 
erved in the volunteer corps of cavalry had not thoſe exemptions in 
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that reſpect which the Legiſlature intended. This was a ſubjed 3 
on which there was ſome difficulty; for inſtance, in one claſs 2 
perſon paid only twenty ſhillings for the horſe duty; in another 


thirty ſhillings, and in another three guineas. Now, if a perſon 1 pea 


kept twelve horſes, and employed three of them for the cavalry ſer. Wai 
vice, he had only nine for his own uſe, and this lowered the claſs to 
which he belonged. The object of the regulation he had to pro- 
poſe was this, that whatever a perſon ſhould have paid if not a vo- 
lunteer, he ſhould be exempted from as a volunteer, that is, as to Ml 
the ſervice of a volunteer: but he was not to be exempted from 
the whole of the horſe duty, merely becauſe he was a volunteer; he 
ſhould deduQ from the duty only the impoſt which would have been 
laid on that part of his number of horſes which would not have been 
in the ſervice if he had not been a volunteer, that was deducting W 
from the duty the quantity of ſervice he rendered without alteri ng 
his claſs. However, on that part of the ſubje& he did not move 
any thing at preſent. He then moved, That leave be given to 
bring in a bill to indemnify perſons ſerving in the Volunteer Corps 


who have omitted to take out certificates for wearing hair powder. 


Granted. | 
Mr. SIMEON roſe, in conſequence of a notice he gave a few iſ 
days ago, to move for leave to bring in a bill to enable Courts ct i 
Equity to transfer ſtock without making the Bank of England party 
to the ſuit. He would, in a few words, ſtate what the courſe was, 
and what he intended to propoſe it to be in this particular. He was 
perfectly aware, he ſaid, that it was matter of conſiderable delicacy W 
to propoſe any alteration in the praQice of Courts of Juſtice ; for 
they were, generally ſpeaking, proceedings by forms which were the 
moſt conducive to the ends of juſtice : but the praQice of making 
the Bank party to a ſuit in inquiry upon the transfer of ſtock, where 
that ſtock ſtood in the names of other parties to a ſuit in equity, 
was not a form that was always conducive to the ends of juſtice, but 
was the cauſe of much unneceſſary expence. The cauſe of making 
the Bank party to theſe ſuits aroſe thus : Courts of Equity never 
make a deeree to compel any party to do any thing without having 
that party before them, becauſe it is poſſible that that party might 
aſſign reaſons why it ſhould not be ſo compelled. It was on this 
principle that the Bank was made a party ; the Bank was ſuppoſed 
to have the power of refuſing to transfer, and therefore, under that 
fiction, the Court always required that the Bank ſhould be made a 
party in order to compel it to transfer, when in reality there was 
no difficulty in the matter; but ſuch were the forms of law, and 
while theſe forms remained, the Bank muſt be made parties to every 
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uit when the transfer of any ſtock was to be made by thoſe who 
were ſuitors in the Court of Equity. It was from this rule become 
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another eceſſary, in his opinion, to alter the forms of practice in that re- 
perſon ¶ ¶ſpect. The number of cauſes in the Courts of Equity was now 
ry ſer. 2 decome ſo conſiderable, that this practice became matter of import- 
claſs to 1 ance to the ſuitors of the Court ;—it was an object with them to 
to pro. 1 be diſcharged from this burden, and their convenience required · it to 
t a vo. be done. The number of cauſes in Michaelmas Term 1798, 
;, as to and Hilary 1799, in the Courts of Equity, were 74. In Eaſter 
d from Tetm following they were 66; and now there were no leſs than 
er; he 100 cauſes in Courts of Equity, in which the Bank were party. 
ve been Now, upon this ſubjeR it happened that he poſſeſſed ſome know- 


e been ledge from his ſituation ; and it hardly happened that the coſts of 


jucting making the Bank party was leſs than 401. ſometimes they amounted 
ltering 10 60l. but upon the average they could not be taken below 40. 
+ move MW fo that the expence could not be leſs, on ſuch a number of cauſes 
iven to as now remained to make the Bank parties to the transfer, than 


Corps 4. oool. in one year: this was a deduction out of the aſſets of ſuit- 


* 
7 


der.“ <4 ors of Courts of Equity, the enormity of which would ſtrike the 
= Houſe, and the propriety of putting an end to which the Houſe 


a few | would agree to, when it came to be ſatisfied that the whole was 
its (f incurred by reaſon of a mere matter of form which had nothing to 
| party do with the juſtice of the caſe. He had drawn out a ſhort bill to 


remove this inconvenience, upon which bill he ſhould not fay a 


e was, 

je was vVord until it ſhould come before the Houſe. He ſaw no. poſſible 
licacy inconvenience to any body from this meaſure. He had great plea- 
; for {ure to ſay, that any thing like an unpleaſant feeling or apprehenfion 
re the which he might have on making this motion, was removed by the 
naking WF 1iberality of the Pank, who had on this, as on all other tranfaQions | 


where in which they were concerned, conducted themſelves in a manner 


quity, that did them honour, and prevented him from ſaying another 
e, but word upon the ſubjeR, except. io move, "That leave be given to 
aking bring in a bill to enable Courts of Equity to make transfer of ſtock 
never in ſuits without making the Governor and Company of the 
aving Bank of England parties thegeto.” 'The motion was put and 
might carried. | | 

n this 

poſed 

that 


ade a 
2 was 
, and 
every 


= SELL, 4 5} 456, comet 
8 . 7 2 — 
. 


Ma . o 
. — 
enn 


——ů— 


2 - —_ 
a —_  __ 7 


AT OR MG 


A wag he a — * 
. IN 


—— o tm W.-H < 
— = ———— A ww 


* . «4. -| * 

— — — —— H— — 

——— — 1 
— 


8 — *. 
n e F Bags. p__ Ev. 
4 „  ———_——— eee 
NT . P 2 
> 9 2 S4 — — . — 


youre © 2 — Ba | — — By * 
2 . — 
— * NI == n nne 
r Nt 
py > 
„ 


— oe WP © 14 £4. ras cut ” * a 
— — 1 2 6. 4-444 ” . 
ds SS ae LE ve — 2 * 
— S - > WF, — —— 4 


78 PARLIAMENTARY [Loxps, 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Friday, March 21. 


The order of the day being read to take into confideration the 
ſtanding order, directing that every perſon petitioning for a Bill of 
Divorce, ſhould, if the Houſe thought fit, be examined at the bar 
of the Houſe on oath, to piove that he had been guilty of no colluſion 
in reſpect to his wite's aduitery : 

Lord MULGRAVE (on whoſe motion the proceeding took 
place) roſc, and obſerved, that he flattered himſelf their Lordſhips 
would impute to him no unworthy motives in coming forward in 
the preſent inſtance. He was impelled ſo to do by the ſtrong in- 
tereſt he felt in the ſubjeR in queſtion ; at the ſame time he was 
aware of the difficulty of the ground on which he ſtood, in urging 
their Lordſhips to retract a reſolution propoſed and adopted at the 
inſtance of men of high learning, eloquence, and ability, and who 
deſervedly had the greateſt weight and influence in that Houſe. He 
ſufficiently felt thoſe embarraſſments; yet ſuch conſiderations ſhould 
not deter him from exerting his limited powers to effect the abroga- 
tion of an order which, at the time of its original diſcuſſion in the 
Houſe, he had, though in vain, oppoſed. He was happy to ſee, on 
the preſent occaſion, ſuch a reſpectable and full attendance ; as it 
ſerved to convince him, that whether what he ſhould urge in ſup- 
port of his motion were well or ill founded, there was at leaſt no- 
thing wrong in his coming forward and calling the attention of their 
Lordihips feriouſly to the ſubjeR. He declared himſelf to be totally 
unacquainted with the ſentiments of any Peer preſent reſpeQing the 
order in queſtion, except of thoſe who had delivered their opinions 
when the ſubject was originally agitated. The points under eonſi- 
dcration, he obſerved, were ſuch as involved the dignity and cha- 
racter of that Houſe ; it was of a nature to enforce attention, and 
induce their Lordſhips to cunſider ſolely the arguments for or 
againſt the order, and not for a moment to conſider the circum- 
ſtances or ſituation of the perſon who had the honour to addreſs 
them. The ſtanding order was one which precluded the poſſibi- 


lity of his remaining any longer filent reſpeQing it, which he con- 


feſſed he had reluctantly done for five years. In vain he waited 
to ſee the ſajutary effects of it, not conſidering the almoſt impoſſi- 
bility of good ends being brought about by bad means. The ope- 


rations of the order, in the firſt inſtance, claſhed with the leading 
principles of the juriſprudence of England, and with the known 
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| l | and acknowledged rules of evidence, which forbade the queſtioning 


upon oath an individual upon points wherein he was ſo deeply im- 

licated. It was at beſt placing ſuch an individual in circum- 
ſtances of ſuſpicion. This, however, in the outſet, was not all. 
It ſeemed to caſt a reflection on the proceedings of the Courts be- 
low, particularly of the Eccleſiaſtical, to infinuate that they were re- 
laxed in point of vigilance and circumſpection, and that colluſion was 
overlooked. But, confidering the ſubje in theſe points of view, 


it ſhould be recolleQed, that thoſe tribunals had not the ſame powers 


of inveſtigation as that Houſe poſſeſſed; and that they were not 
furniſhed with means ſo effectual in arriving at the truth. Infer- 
ences, however, of thoſe kinds were by no means well founded, if 
we might judge from the characters of the Judges and other Officers 
who preſide in thoſe Courts. With reſpect to the reaſons on which 
the order was founded, he could not conceive how ſuſpicions of cri- 
minality could attach to perſons placed in ſo unfortunate a fituation 
as to be obliged to ſue for divorces. Did their Lordſhips ſee cauſe 
for ſuch ſuſpicion from the general tenor of the divorce caſes which 
came before them? He regretted to obſerve, that a reverend Pre- 
late oppoſite (Biſhop of Rocheſter), one who had paid ſuch particu- 
lar attention to proceedings of this nature, ſeemed by his geſture to 
anſwer in the affirmative. But he could nut deem even this ſufficient 
authority for ſuppoſing fo great a degree of depravity to obtain 
among Engliſh gentlemen, as to imagine that, in the majority of 
inſtances, the ſeduction of the woman originates more in the con- 
duct of the huſband than in the artifices of her ſeducer. This, 
he thought, was identifying the perſons as well as the conduct of 
huſband and wife a little too cloſely, and brought to his recollection 
an old cuſtom which was ſaid to take place in Corſica, where, upon 
the delivery of the wife, the huſband immediately lay down in her 
place, was ſerved with the caudles and other paraphernalia of the 
accouchement, while the wife inſtantly entered upon the active buſi- 
neſs and amuſements of the family. It was unjuſtifiable to aſſume 
as a general poſition, that a huſband could be ſo loſt to all ſenſe, of 
ſhame in his intercourſe with ſociety. The object of ſuch regula- 
tions ſhould be, to deter perſons from lightly or criminally making 
application for divorces, by increaſing the difficulties, and of courſe 
preventing their marrying again, and purſuing a courſe of wife- 
traffic. But how could this end be the eafier attained by examining 
the injured huſband ? If it was deemed neceſſary to examine any 
of the other parties, why not the lady? If there exiſted inſuper- 


able objections in the majority of caſes to the examination of theſe 


perſons, let the queſtions uſually put be held out in terrorem; let the 
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it was found proper to examine no more than three individuals; 


operation of the order; the one perfectly innocent, the other guilty : 
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adulterer, the ſeducer, be ſifted; but what was there, in the caſe, to 
let all ſuſpicion, prima facie, reſt upon the aggrieved perſon? The 
Courts below were reſtricted in applying the remedy ;—they could 
go no farther than to ſentence a ſeparation a menſa et thoro. He 

was aware of the diſadvantages under which one of his profeſſion 
(the military) laboured while deſcanting upon points of law; yet till 
there were a few approved authorities, by whom his poſition, that 
this order in its effects claſked with the rules of evidence, was 
fully borne out. It was held a principle in one of thoſe, that a 
party in an uſurious contract could not be an evidence againſt the 
uſurer: this maxim inconteſtibly applied to the operations of the 
order, as the individuals who were the objects of it ſtood in ſitua- 
tions confeſſedly more diſgraceful than parties in uſury. Another 
maxim was, that no man ſhould be examined to his own injury; 
in the inſtance in queſtion, not only injury but infamy attached to 
the unhappy perſons affected by it. In his mind the proceedings 
were ſimilar to the famous purgatory oaths, which in former times, 
under a Romiſh hierarchy, ſo extenſively prevailed not only in the 
Eeclefiaftical Courts, but in ſome of thoſe of Civil Law, particularly 
in that of Chancery ; the conſequence of the prevalence of oaths of 
that nature was an abundant harveſt of perjury to the clergy. He 
ſaid a harveſt, becauſe in thoſe times the offence was "uſually pu- 
nithed by a fine. Having ſaid ſo much of the operations of the 
order, he would proceed to confider how far the ends propoſed by it 
had been attained. In this view it was with regret he heard that 


that argued the little neceſſity there exiſted for the exerciſe of ſuch 
a power. He had heard much of the caution of the Houſe in this 
exerciſe : but while the order exiſted, it was impoſſible not to abuſe 
in ſome inſtances the power conferred by it. This conſideration 
ſhould pain the minds of thoſe not void of feeling for the calamities 
of others. He would ſuppoſe the caſe of two petitioners under the 


in the former caſe, it muſt po to outrage all the nicer feelings of 
the individual —expoling him to the gaze of idle curiofity, and the 
ſneers of the malignant ; to exhibit him, waiting in the Court of 


Requeſts, expoſed to the derifion of a promiſcuous multitude, an be 
object for the finger of ſcorn to be pointed at! To what principles li 
of: juſtice or humanity could ſuch a conduct be reconciled? To of 
ſuch a perſon it was true the uſual queſtions may be put withont ſa 
fear, on that account, of tinging his charader with ſhame ; but TN 
ſhould not his feelings while placed in ſuch a ſituation be conſi- n 


dered ? and not only that, but the opinion the world muſt enter- fc 
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tain of an individual who had incurred the ſuſpicion of the Houſe 
of Lords. Would not the multitude be prone to fay, “He is an 
infamous fellow he is at the bottom of all this—he betrayed his 
wife?“ — His Lordſhip then patſed to the ſituation of a guilty indi- 
vidual. Should ſuch a man's ſenſe of religion be ſuperior to his 
dread of ſhame, muſt he not declare his own | baſeneſs, and acknow- 
jedge himſelf infamous? He may be ſo bold as to brazen it to 
the Havel, but not to brave his Gud ! —this would in ſact be ren- 

ering his ſenſe of religion the teſt of his ſhame, and this conſi- 
deration he would moſt ſeriouſly preſs on the attention of the 
Bench of Biſhops. Could they, the guardians of religion in this 
country, lend their countenance to ſuch a proceeding? But take 
the caſe the other way, and the conſequence was ſtill worſe ; ſup- 
poſe his acceſſivility to ſhame ſuperior to his ſenſe of religion, and 
perjury muſt inevitably enſue. It was nut only from a ſenſe of 
the order in its effe& militating againſt rules of evidence, that he 
oppoſed it; his awful ſenſe of religion was an additional ſtimulus, 
joined to the feelings of humanity and the love of juſtice, His 
Lordſhip concluded with ſome appoſite quotations from Beccaria's 
excellent Treatiſe on Crimes and Puniſhments, and moved, That 
the Standing Order in queſtion be reſeinded.“ 

The Biſhop of ROCHESTER ſaid, he had litened with no 
ſmail. degree vf attention to the ingenious reaſoning and eloquence 
of the noble Lord; and at the outſet he would ſtate that there was 
one point in which he moſt cordially agreed with him, namely, 
that the ſubject in queſtion was one of the higheſt importance; 
but he could go with him no farther. There was, he contended, 
no one conſideration more important to the general morality of the 
country and to public manners, than the fanAity of the marriage 
inſtitution ; ; and nothing obviouſly ſo much militated againſt this 
fanctity, and of courſe ſo undermined the motals of the country, as 
the facility of obtaining divorces. Whatever, therefore, threw 
Cifhcultics in the way of obtaining thoſe, or had eventually that 
tendency, ſhould be conſidered with a very favourable eye. That 
the ſanctity of the marriage inſtitution was of the laſt importance to 
public morals, might be learned from the wretched fate of a neigh- 
bouring country, one of the leading points of whoſe domeſtic po- 
licy, for the laſt. eight or nine years, was, to ſap the very foundation 
of religion, in'which proceſs they commence with annihilating the 
ſanctity of the marriage contract. With reſpect to the ſubject im- 
mediately under conſideration, he had attended eloſely to the buſi- 
neſs of Divorce Bills for ſeveral years; and in many of thoſe be- 
fore the exiſtence of the order, he obſerved ſuch lenient r 

Vol. XI. M 


32 PARLIAMENTARY . [Loxps, 


as had an obvious tendency to derogate from the ſanQity of the ma- 
trimonial contract; and theſe proviſions, he had occaſion to obſerve, 
were moſt ſtrenuouſly ſupported by the admirers of Jacobiniſm ; in 
which ſentiment, however, he was very far from implicating the 
noble and reſpected Lord whom he then had the misfortune to 
oppoſe. Wich reſpect to the noble Lord's idea, that the ſtanding 
order ſeemed to caſt a reflection upon the Law and Eccleſiaſtical 
Counts, it was certainly ill founded. He believed, however, that 
if the noble Lord had conſulted profeſſional men, they could tell 
him, that nothing was ſo common as colluſion between the parties 

in ſuch caſes, and that in nine or ten ſuits on the ſcore of ſeduction 
or adultery, the parties had agre2d to get rid of each other; and, 
in moſt caſes, the ſeducer accommodated the huſband with evidence 
for the purpoſes of the latter, which otherwiſe could not be ob- 
tained. In many inſtances the Eccleſiaſtical Courts had no op- 
portunity of coming at the truth. In thoſe matters the woman 
made no defence. With reſpe&t to the principles of evidence 


partics, and the diminiſhed frequency of applications was a proof 
of its utility. There were, indeed, only three inſtances of exami- 
nation in the courſe of the two years which had elapſed fince the 
creation of the order, for it was made in 1798, and only of two 
Inſtead of five years ſtanding, as mentioned by the noble Lord; but 
the practice of examinations was a proof of the utility of the order, 
12 —_— to diminiſh the number of applications. There were 


e 


which the noble Lord had with ſo much ingenuity and eloquence I ©, 
applied to the preſent cafe, he muſt obſerve, that there was not the x 
leaſt ſimilitude between them, not an atom of it was applicable. P 
The petitioner | to their Lordſhips for a Bill of Divorce, was not in _ 
the ſituation oi a criminal on his trial. He came to ſolicit a fa- 5 
vour. The Divorce in that Houſe was final—it was à vincul 0 
matrimanii; it muſt be done by a legiſlative act; there was no ſuch ; 
thing in the Law of England as Divorce: the Courts below could 5 
not exceed a menſa el bora: they could not diſſolve any marriage aj 
that was not ab initio bad; which may be rendered ſo by certain bs 
circumſtances within the cognizance of the Spiritual Courts. At = 
the bar of that Houſe, the petitioner could only ſolicit a favour, and b 
not claim the Act of Divorce as a right. It was, therefore, highly x 

incumbent on the huſband, to ſhew to the ſatisfaction of the Houſe 
that he deſerved ſuch a favour. He ought to come in the character a 
of a good huſband, and ſhow that his matrimonial conduct was not ; 
ſtained by collufion, levity, or ill uſage of his wife; the rules of f 
evidence thereſore could not apply to ſuch a caſe. The operations 7 
of the order were obviouſly beneficial; it was a check upon the b 
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very few inſtances in which the honour of the huſband was ſuſ- 
pected, except where there exiſted, prima facie, an appearance of 
colluſion and infamy. But colluſion was not the only objection to 
granting divorces, The petitioner was not entitled to an act, ex- 
cept he poſſeſſed the domeſtic character of a good huſband, He 
would not mention names, it was invidious ; but his learned friend 
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* on the woolfack would recolle& with him a caſe not long ſince, 
may wizere the uſual proofs of adultery were light; but the lady, one 
, 


of rank, and related to more than one Peer then preſent, it appeared, 
met with ſuch illiberal and infamous treatment from her huſband, 
that in conſequence the proceedings ſtopped. He adviſed the noble 
Lord to recolle& that the petitioner did not ſtand at the bar as a 
criminal, but as one coming to ſolicit a favour ; and the Houfe was 
to judge by the evidence adduced, how far he was enticled to ſuch 
relief. In every caſe where there exiſted no reaſon from the evi- 
dence to ſuſpect improper conduct on the part of the huſband, no 
farther perſon1l examination took place, and the bill was granted 
as a relief for a domeſtic misfortune. At the ſame time he thought 
that no conſiderations of individual or private ſuffering ſhould weigh 
againſt the more imperious claims of the morality and manners of 
the country. With reſpe& to the objeQions on the ſcore of in- 
ducemeat to perjury, the ſame objections were applicable to almoſt 
every other caſe ; it was inſeparable from the nature of things, that 
caſes would occur here individuals might be deſperate enough to 
put their ſouls to hazard. In regard to the noble Lord's compariſon 
of the operations of the order to the purgatory oaths, it had as little 
riage $85 of : ; 5 
ie of application as the others ; for, in the preſent caſe, no crime was 
At imputed to the party; every thing emanated from himſelf, He 
was convinced, from the good effects ariſing from the order, that it 
bid fair, as far as was practicable, to attain its objects; and on 
theſe grounds he muſt reſiſt the noble Lord's motion. 
Lord AUCKLAND faid, he wiſhed to make a few general 
remarks upon the ſubje & in queſtion, In the courſe of an attend- 
ance of twenty-fix \ years upon parliamentary buſineſs, he had fre- 
quent opportunities of obſerving Bills of Divorce, and the conduct 
of the Legiſlature with reſpect to them. He noticed that there 
were very few occaſions where ill · founded ſuſpicion had ariſen; and 
he would ſay, that the parties concerned were always treated with 
every poſſible tenderneſs and delicacy ; even the offending parties 
were treated with the utmoſt candour. Notwithſtanding, he had 
many objeQions to the practice on theſe ogcaſions, which he could 
not then ſtate. He was of opinion, that the remedial legiſla- 
tive proviſions ought ta extend to all ranks ; but, in (hs preſent 
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inſtance, theſe proceedings, on account of the immenſe attendant 
expences, were moſtly, and indeed neceffarily, confined to perſons WE 
of c nſiderable property. The mclancholy experience of anuihce Ml 
country- convinced them, that an inequality of rank and property 
muſt exiſt ; but that inequality ſhould not be augmented by the 


excluſive enjoyment of any thing by any. particular claſs of indivi- ＋ 
duals, which might ſafely be extended to all, without injuring the argen 
ſcale of inequality. In cafes of this kind, he was anxious diat parti 
the adminiſtration of juſtice ſhould be pure and ſtrict. And on of a' 
this head, an idea had ſtrongly ſtruck him, (however, it was not yet 300 
perfectly matured in his mind, and he would give the ſubject ſome prod 
future conſideration,) of the propriety of their Lordſhips coming to whic 
ſome deciſive reſolution not to receive any Bill of Divorce that did a pe 
not contain a proviſion precluding the offending parties from inter- ing 

marrying with each other —| A general cry of Hear! Hear! |— ven 
However, this ſhould be a matter of future conſideration ; and the bad 
concurrence of the other Houſe of Parliament would be obviouſly afte 
neceſſary : at ſame time he had an idea, if ſupported on the occa- | 
ſion, of coming forward, on ſome future day, with a propoſition of tha 
this kind. Adverting then to the immediate ſubject in queſtion, tio! 
his Lordſhip ſupported the leading points of the reverend Prelate div 
who ſpoke laſt. He contended, that the law of evidence in the im 
Courts below had no ſort of apptication to the operation of the {ug 
order ; and infiſted that the pctitioner, unleſs he came with clean to 

hands, and in unexceptionable circumſtances, was not entitled to m: 
the redreſs he prayed for. His Lordſhip lightly touched upon the br 
recent caſe of Woodmaſon's Divorce, which, under the peculiar cir- be 
cumſtances in which it came before that Houſe, was regarded as a fre 
domeſtic misfortune, and inſtantly acceded to; in other: eireum- qt 
ſtances, it would be regarded far otherwiſe. With reſpect to the be 
feelings and ſentiments of thoſe who might be the objects of the ſe 
order, he rather differed, generally ſpeaking, from the noble Lord ir 
in his inferenecs: they were of two deſcriptions ; with one of them 05 
reſentment might be ſaid to be the leading charaQteriſtic, and would n 


impel them, without heſitation, to anſwer every queſtion ; with the a 
other, no ſort of objeQicn could fairly be ſuppoſed to ariſe : for 
theſe and other reaſons ſtated by the noble Lord, he was decidedly h 
hoſtile to the motion. ſ 
Lord MULGRAVE, in explanation. contended for the juſtice 1 
of the arguments before adduced by him in favour of the applica- 
tion of the rules of evidence to the preſent caſe. He could not 
agree with the reverend Prelate, that the order had been of a bene- { 
ficial tendency. No; he averred, that in the years ſince the order. 
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exiſted, the proportion of divorce caſes was greater than before : ſo 
that it appeared to operate upon the virtue of the huſbands, but 
not of the wives; at leaſt the evil was increaſed, which, if it had 
any effect, muſt be ag1inſt the operations of the order. On which 
account he till retained his original ſentiments. 

The Biſhop of ROCHESTER went over ſome of his former 
arguments, and ſhewed the danger of colluſion between the different 
parties in cauſes of divorce. He particularly mentioned the caſe 
of an adulterer, who had even ſubmitted to pay the penalty of 
zoool. by ſuffering judgment to proceed againſt him, without ever 
producing a deed of colluſion between him and the other party, 
which, if known, would have protected him againſt incurring ſuch 
a penalty. His Lordſhip was decidedly againſt altering the ſtand- 
ing order, or relaxing the precautions adopted with a view to pre- 
vent the facility of obtaining divorces, which, in many caſes that 
had come before that Houſe, he had reaſon to think, had been ſought 
after by means of undue col luſion between the parties. 

Lord GRENVILLE was of the ſame opinion, and thought 
that the intereſts of morality required that there ſhould be no relaxa- 
tion of the reſtrictions which had been adopted by the Houſe in 
divorce cauſes. It alſo appeared to him to be a matter extremely 
important, that the attention of the Houſe Hud be turned to the 
ſuggeſtion thrown out by the noble Lord (Auckland), with reſpect 
to the laws and regulations in general which were eſtabliſned in 
matters of divorce : it was a ſubject which he wiſhed to ſee regularly 
brought before the Houſe ; and that no unnecet! + difficulties might 
be thrown in the way of the middling or low orders of ſociety 
from obtaining juſtice and relief in caſes of this nature which re- 
quired it, any more than in the caſe of the more wealthy, who were 
better able to afford the expence of ſuch ſuits. He allo wiſhed to 
ſee a clauſe introduced in all bills of divorce, prohibiting the offend- 
ing and criminal parties from intermarrying after the divorce of 
one of the parties. Such a clauſe would have a good effect on the 
morals of ſociety, and prove a check againſt the commiſſion of 
adultery, | | 

The Biſhop of DURHAM ſaid, that for about thirty years he 
had been a Member of that Houſe, during which period he had 
ſeen many evils ariſing from the preſent laws and modes of proceed- 
ing in matters of divorce. He had, many years ago, introduced a 
bill of a nature ſimilar to that which had been wi:hed for by the 
noble Lord who ſpoke laſt. This bill had unanimouſly paſſed 
through their Lordſhips” Houſe, but in the Houſe of Commons it 
had been thrown out by a majority of two or three. He ſiili hoped 
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that ſuch a bill might yet be introduced, accompanied by ſuch modi- 
fications as would meet the approbation of both Houſes of Parlia- 
ment; for, as matters had ſtood, he was perſuaded that nine out _ 
of ten of the cauſes of divorce bills which had been brought before 
Parliament, were founded in the colluſion of the parties. 

The LORD CHANCELLOR made ſome general obſerva- 
tions reſpecting the deciſions of the Scotch Courts, and the Law of 


Scotland; which, in caſes of adultery, warranted a diſſolution of Bo 
the marriage, at the ſame time that it inhibited the adulterer to con- on 
tract marriage with the adultreſs. His Lordſhip objeQed generally 1 
to the motion of the noble Lord, and hoped that he would conſent FN 
to withdraw his motion. "S 
Lord MULGRAVE ſaid, that he did not feel convinced by the "Al 
objections xhich had been raiſcd againſt it. At the ſame time, he 
felt unwilling to preſs it upon their Lordſhips contrary to their 18 
wiſhes. pik 
The queſtion was then put, and negatived without a diviſion. pre 
_ . the 
Hi 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. — 
Friday, March 21. mi 
Mr. HOBHOUSE moved, that there be laid before the Houſe aol 
an account of the ſalaries, emoluments, and expences of the Public : 
Offices during the year 1798, and an account of the increaſe or di- v, 
minution in the ſalaries, emoluments, and expences of the Public i | 
Offices during the year 1799. He was induced, he ſaid, to make yo 
theſe motions from a clauſe in the Report of the Committee of Fi- : 
nance, which ſtated that it would be highly expedient to aſcertain theſe ” 
circumſtances, and he meant to make a motion ſimilar to the latter 4 
every ſucceeding year. Ordered. ; 
Mr. Bzacce brought up a bill for rendering perpetual an Act 3 
which impoſes for a limited time a duty upon Glaſs - Read a firſt . 
time, and ordered to be read a ſecond time on Monday. t 
Mr. Bragge likewiſe brought up a bill for indemnifying thoſe. " 
perſons ſerving in the Volunteer Corps who had neglected to take 6 


out the Hair-Powder Licence, and to explain and amend ſo much 
of an Act paſſed in the 35th year of his preſent Majeſty as regards 
the ſaid perſons paying the Hair-Powder Duty. Read a firſt time, 
and ordered to be read a ſecond time on Monday. 

The Corn- Bounty Bill was reported. 
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Lord HawKESBURY moved that a clauſe be added, enacting, 
that the average price by which the bounty ſhall be regulated ſhall 
be determined by the price ſtated in the London Gazette two weeks 
after the importation. Agreed to. 

The bill was ordered to be read a third time on Monday _ 
and to be reprinted as amended. 

On the motion of Mr. Bragge, a Committee was appointed to 
eſti mate the expence of paying and clothing the Militia for the 
year 1800. 

Mr. Siugox brought up a bill for enabling Courts of Equity 
to transfer ſtock in ſuits, without the Governor and Company of 
the Bank of England being parties. Read a firſt time, and or- 
dered to be read a ſecond time on Monday. 

Mr. Bu RDO reported from the Committee appointed to take 
into conſideration the acts relative to Roads, Highways, and Turn- 
pikes. The Report ſtated, in ſubſtance, that it would tend to the 
preſervation of the highways, if Commiſſioners were appointed with 
the ſame powers as Juſtices of the Peace now exerciſe at Special 
Highway Seſfions. Juſtices to appoint, -at General Quarter Seſ- 
fions, ſuch Commiſſioners, who are not to be Commiſſioners of 
Turnpikes. Special Highway Seſſions, and Meetings of Com- 

miſſioners, to be held every three months. In pariſhes where two 
or more ſurveyors, with each the charge of a ſeparate road, the 
whole parith to be reſponſible for the whole road, unleſs where a 
ſeparate maintenance is made for the poor. The Committee are 
of opinion that the laws now.in force for the removal of ſnow are 
inſufficient. Juſtices to be empowered to open highways, in caſe 
of obſtructions by ſnow, in a ſummary way, provided it leads to 
market towns ;—the expence not to exceed a ſixpenny rate. Juſ- 
tices to have power to borrow money upon a rate, where an ob- 
ſtruction requires to be immediately removed—to have power to 
agree with perſons liable to the repairs of the highway ratione 
tenuræ, for a certain number of years, as to the duty to be per- 
formed, and the ſums to be paid. Perſons not agreeing with Juſ- 
tices to be compelled by the verdict of a Jury, upon which verdict 
the Juſtices may ground an order for the ſtatute- work, or compoſi- 
tion, in lieu of the repair ratione tenure. Proviſions relative to 
removal of obſtructions, and repair of highways, to be extended to 
turnpike roads. The Committee are of opinion, that the rate of 
compoſition for ſtatute-duty ought to be advanced; that the reftric- 
tions of the Highway Act, as to the number of horſes to be uſed 
in waggons and carts, are inſufficient ; that the carriage of timber 
trees during the winter months ought to be ſubjected to additional 
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toll; that farther proviſions are neceſſary for preventing the im- 
proper conſtruction of wheels ; that it is neceſſary to remove cer- 
tain doubrs which have arifen, as to the penaltics levied at weighing 
engines, for over-weight, and the exemptions which have been 
claimed thereupon ; and that the reſtrictions which exiſt in certain 
turnpike acts, with reſped to the erection of gates, ought not to ex- 
tend to the erection of weighing engines, in ſuch places as the truſ- 
tees ſhall think neec ſſary. upon the ſaid turnpike roads. | 

The order of the day being read for the third reading of the 
kill for the renewal of the 's. RM of the Bank of Eneland. 

Mr. TIERNEY faid, that he had formerly expreſſed a wiſh to 
know with whom the firſt propoſal for the renewal of the Bank 
Charter originated. He thought this a point of much importance 
to be aſcertained ; but he did not ſee how this could be done at 
preſent, or by any other way than by ordering ſuch information to 
be given by the Governor of the Bank of England. Although, 
therefore, he could not claim any farther delay of the third reading 
of the bill, from perſonal conſiderations, he thought that delay, till 
this point ſhould be aſcertained, was neceſſary and expedient. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that on a former occaſion he had 
mentioned that the firſt formal propoſition came from himſelf ; but 
at the ſame time every man might know, and muſt eaſily conceive, 
that before he wrote the letter to the Governor of the Bank of 
England, which contained this formal propoſal, he had heard ſome- 


of the Governor and DireQors to receive ſuch a propoſal. In his 
opinion, it was of no conſequence in the diſcuſtion of the preſent 
queſtion, with whom the meaſure originated. It could not affect 
either its expediency or its wiſdom, and was entirely unconneQed 
with the arguments by which it might either be oppoſed or ſupported. 

Mr. Tierney perſiſting in his wiſh of farther delay till this point 
eould be aſcertained, Mr. Chancellor Pi r ſaid, that he could ſee 
no reaſon for farther delay, and that he would, therefore, move the 
third reading of the bill. 

Mr. TIERNEY. ſaid, that this was a queſtion in which he felt 
himſelf deeply intereſted, much more ſo than other gentlemen ſeemed 
to be, if be could judge from the thinneſs of the Houſe. He 


thought it of the higheſt importance, and that it involved the deareſt 


and moſt conſtitutional intereſts and rights of the kingdom. He 
was anxious to know by whom the original defire for the renewal of 


the Charter had been expreſſed, He would put it to the Houſe, if 


it would not have appeared ſtrange if any Bank Director, almoſt 


- before half the time for which the-preſent Charter was granted had 
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expired, ſhould propoſe a renewal of this charter, more eſpecially 
when it was remembered, that through the groſs miſmanagement of 
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theſe very Directors, the affairs of the Bank had been thrown into 
| ſuch diſorder, that it was indebted fox its exiſtence, at this moment, 


ſolely to the forbearance of the public. He would put it to the 
Houſe, if they would not think it ſtrange in any of the Directors, 
who had been guilty of ſuch miſmanagement, to propoſe their being 
continued in an office for which they had proved themſelves un- 
qualified at the diſtance of twelve years. On the other hand, would 
it- not appear equally ſurpriſing, that Miniſters ſhould propoſe the 
renewal of a Charter to a ſet of men whom they had found it ne- 
ceſſary, in conſequence of their miſmanagement, to ſubjeR to char- 
ters and reſtraint, and whom they had only preſerved from bank- 
ruptcy by parliamentary aſſiſtance? Would it not appear ſurpriſ- 
ing that Miniſters ſhould apply for money to theſe men, and that 
body, whom only their own foſtering care had three years ago ſaved 
from ruin? In his mind, theſe were grounds enough for anxiety 
to aſcertain on whom the heavy charge of the original propoſal of 
ſuch a meaſure ſhould fall. But the meaſure is to be conſidered, 
in itſelf, diſtin from the propoſers of it. And firſt, it ought to be 
recollected, that there are yet twelve years of the preſent Charter to 
run, and that not half the time for which it was originally granted 
has expired. Now, at the diſtance of twelve years, it is propoſed to 
renew this Charter for twenty-one years more, and thus to invelt the 
ſame men, who have already ſo groſsly miſmanaged it, with the 
controul and ſuperintendance of the whole money concerns of the 
country for no leſs a period than thirty-three years.” It gave them, 
he ſaid, the controul of the whole monied intereſts of the country ; 
for, it could not be doubted that in the Bank this controul was 
veſted. In this point of view, the meaſure appeared to him danger- 
ous and unwiſe, Theſe twenty-four Directors, whoſe Charter it 
was propoſed to continue, had already brought the Bank to a ſtate 
which he could call by no other name than bankruptey, and there- 
fore he thought it imprudent t6 grant them a farther continuance 
of power. But the bargain between the Country and the Bank, on 
which it was propoſed that the Country ſhould grant to-the Bank a 
renewal of its Charter, was to be conſidered in itſelf, as it regards 
the Bank, and as it regards the Country. The terms propoſed 
are, that the Bank ſhall lend to Government three millions for (ix 
years. The value of this loan is eaſily computed. Any perſon 
can tell what the value is of an annuity of 1 50,0001. for fix years, 
But this bargain is not, like the uſual . * vs, formed by Governrhent. - 
It is connected with ſome refined ſpeculations upon the value and 
Vor. XI. : N EY ©; 
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mated at more than 750, oool. This was the full value of the 
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the riſe of ſocks. Theſe three millions, by the terms of the agree- 
ment, can be claimed by the Bank whenever the price of 3 per 
cents. is above 80, and the country loſes the annuity of 150,000. 
as ſoon as this claim is made, which may be expected very ſoon ; 
for in caſe of a peace, an event foon to be expected, there can be 


no doubt that ſtocks would almoſt immediately riſe to 80, and then 


the only advantage that would remain to the country would be 
that of buying three millions of ſtock at par, that is to ſay, at 60, 
and ſelling it at 80, 

Mr. Chancellor PITT here ſaid, that he wiſhed to ſee the right 
Honourable gentleman right upon this point. The Bank, indeed, 
could claim the three millions which they advance to Government 
when the 3 per cents. riſe above 80; but they continued to pay 
intereſt at 5 per cent. on the ſaid three millions during the whole of 


the fix years; and in this cafe he would leave any gentleman-to | 


judge how far it was probable that they would claim this money 
till the expiration of ſix years. 

Mr. TIERNEY faid, he felt himſclf obliged to the right ho- 
nourable gentleman for this information, and be ſtood correQed in 
his ſtatement ; bur, allowing this circumſtance its full weight, the 
real value of the Ican granted to Government could not be eſti- 


terms granted by the Bank : he had no means of aſcertaining what 
was the ability of the Bank to pay this ſum ; but, if all circum- 


- ſtances were taken into account, he did not think it would be found 


that, in point of fact, they paid any thing. Allowing, however, 
that they pay 750,000]. it remains to be inquired, is this an ade- 
quate value for what is granted to them? In the firſt place, there 
is a dividend of 3 per cent. on the eleven millions which they are 


in advance to Government; but from the excluſive privilege whieh 


the Bank enjoy on the whole of theſe eleven millions, which may 


be conſidered as a capital, the Directors divide at leaſt 7 per cent. 


This 4 per cent. which makes the difference between the 3 and 


the 7, is what the country has to ſell, and it amounts in value to 


464, ool. Lord North, during his adminiſtration, eſtimated 
the advantage which the Bank drew from this ſource at 350,000]. 
and'it is eaſy, from various eireumſtances, to account for the riſe to 
464, oool. But let the ſubject be conſidered in another way, let 
the Bank profits, which the Houſe of Commons alone can grant 


him, and which they could receive, no other way, be fairly eſtimated. 


The charges of management of the public debt, eſtimated at 41. 1 0s. 
per million, will amount i 212, oool. per annum, as the public 
debt now amounts to four n and ſeventy- one millions. 


1 
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Here, Mr. Pitt ſhewing ſome marks of diſſent, Mr. Tierney went 
over all the items which made up the debt to this ſum.] - Aſſuming 
the annual advances to Government to be ten millions, the profit 
ariſing from this ſource, at 5 per cent. will amount to 5 00, oool. 
the profits on diſcount will amount to 250,000. the total will 
make 962, oool. From this muſt be dedued the expences of 
the management of the Bank :—what theſe really are, I do not 
know, but, judging from the expences of other public offices, I 
think that 100,000. is an ample allowance. In the Bank, at 
preſent, I believe, the number of perſons employed is between fix 
and ſeven hundred. Now, judging from the number of perſons 
employed | in the Exciſe, and the expence of its management, which 
is regularly laid before the country, it will be found that I have 
not made a ſmall allowance. In the Exciſe are employed between 
four and five thouſand perſons ; ; the whole expence of management 
is 400,000], Thus, in the Exciſe, 100,000. is thought ſuffi- 
cient for the proviſion of twelve hundred perſons ; and I have 
allowed in the eſtimate for the charges of the Bank 1 00,000. for 
between fix and ſeven hundred perſons. "This, then, only reduces 
the profits to about 90,0001. This, however, is an eſtimate 
founded upon calculations in the time of war; in time of peace, 
there are ſome deductions; but the profits upon a fair average, 
allowing fix years of war in the twenty-one years for which the 
Charter is propoſed to be renewed, may be juſtly eſtimated, deduct- 
ing the 100,000. for expences of management, at 67 1,000l, Is 
then the 750, oool., which is the value of the loan granted by the 
Bank, an adequate compenſation for the profits which the Bank 
will derive, and which this Houſe has to grant? Certainly, no 
man could think that it afforded any thing like a compenſation. 
There ſurely muſt be ſomething in the character of a Bank Di- 
rector highly deſirable, when the moſt buſily- employed mercantile 
men in the city of London are ſa eager to attain it. There is ao 
office under Government, no honour more anxiouſly deſired, or 
more keenly canvaſſed for. The ſalary is 1 5ol. per annum. It 
cannot be ſuppoſed that men, who are accuſtomed to deal in millions, 
can be tempted by the paltry ſum of 1501. But there muſt be ſome 
ground to account for the circumſtances juſt mentioned. What 
theſe are can only be gueſſed at, and I will not take up the time of 
the Houſe in ſtating any conjeQure of mine upon the ſubject. 
This, however, is clear, that they have the power of controuling 
the whole city of London in money concerns; for if they refuſe to 
diſcount to one merchant and diſcount to another, who will ſay 
that theſe men . on an equal footing, and that he againſt whom 
| | ok, "IIS 
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they are prejudiced will not fall under the effeQs of their declining 
to negotiate with him ? If theſe things are taken into conſideration, 
the inference muſt be drawn, that there is ſomething in the Bank 
which will not bear a name nor an eſtimate, but which yet requires 
to be attended to by this Houſe, when any propoſal is made rela- 
tive to the renewal of its Charter on its preſent footing. So long 
as the Country owes the Bank eleven millions, it has been ſaid that 
the Bank has a ſecurity from the Country for its continuance as an 
excluſive corporation, and for its charter being renewed. At one 
time, indeed, it would have been a great burden on the Country to 
redeem this debt; but at preſent it can be no argument for granting 
the Bank a renewal of its Charter. We muſt have peace long 
before its preſent Chorter is expired; and in the caſe of peace, from 


the effects of the preſent finking fund, and of the union with it 


of the Tax upon Income, there can be no doubt that this debt 
could be redeemed without any inconvenience to the country. It 
might be paid off with the greateſt facility before the expiration of 
the preſent Charter. After this debt has been redeemed, when an 
znnuity of 67 1,000. is to be diſpoſed of, as might be the caſe were 
the Charter not to be renewed till near the expiration of the preſent 
term, much more advantageous terms for the country might be 
procured than thoſe propoſed by the preſent meaſure. The effects 
of competition might be tried ; or if it be faid, What! would you 
eſtabliſh two Banks? at leaſt other Directors might be employed; 


for ſurely the Bank could not poſubly be under worſe direQion than 


that which has almoſt reduced it to bankruptcy. From theſe ſtate- 
ments it will appear clear, that 7 50,0001. is by no means an ade- 


quate compenſation for the advantages and profits conferred, It 
may be faid, that the time at which this money is given increaſes 


its value; and that it is more now than double the ſum would be 
at another period; and it will no doubt be ſtated, that Government, 


by borrowing three millions at 60, and felling at 8o, will be a 


gainer of 900,000l. which, added to the 75, oool. makes a 


groſs ſum of 1,650,0001, Allowing the truth of all this, Rill 


the compenſation is not adequate to the ſacrifice which the country 
makes, nor even to the profits which it gives. But, laying aſide 
the pecuniary bargain altogether, I acknowledge myſelf very deſi- 
rous that the renewal of the Charter ſhould not at preſent take 


place. It is a point of great national importance. It is conferring, 


at a great diſtance of time, and for a great length of time, im- 
menſe privileges and powers on a corporate body; and it has been 
proved, that the granting of great privileges to one body is often 
attended with great inconyenience to the country, The evi- 
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dence delivered before the Committee of Secrecy of the Houſe of 
Commons, proves this point inconteſtibly. From that evidence 
it appeared, that at that time the Bank of England, in conſequence 
of miſmanagement, and of making too great advances to Govern- 
ment, had become bankrupt. The examination of Mr. Henry 
Thornton proved, that, in conſequence of this, there had been an 
afſociation of bankers to eſtabliſh a new circulating medium, and 
that in the uſe of this they were to become reſponſible for each 
other. This plan, wiſe and beneficial as it might have proved, it 
was found could not be carried into effect, becauſe it interfered 
with the legally-authoriſed privileges of the Bank of England. If 
ſuch was the inconvenience which aroſe to the monied intereſts of 
the kingdom from the privileges conferred upon the. Bank by its 
Charter, it is clear that it poſſeſſes too much power over that monied 
intereſt. At the ſame period the eftabliſhment of another Bank 
was propoſed by an honourable Baronet ; and he ſupported his pro- 
poſition by the argument that the Bank had forfeited its Charter. 
The propoſition, it was argued, could not then be diſcuſſed, becauſe 
the excluſive Charter of the Bank was till in force, and had not. 
been forfeited ; but it was allowed, that the. propoſition. was a pro- 
per one for mature deliberation, and that it would come under re- 
view with greater propriety when the renewal of the Bank Charter 
came to be diſcuſſed, Why, then, by ſuch a precipitate meaſure 
as the preſent, are we at once to be precluded from conſidering 
whether the eſtabliſhment of another Bank would be expedient, or 
whether, though this might not be thought proper, it might not be 
expedient to abridge in ſome meaſure the privileges which the Bank 
enjoys. Such a propoſal as that mentioned in the evidence of Mr. 
Henry Thornton, though it cannot be carried into effect in London, 
might be adopted with advantage in the country. In Yorkthire, 
Lancaſhire, and other places, a new world of commerce has ariſen, 
where ſuch a plan might be attended with immenſe convenience 
and advantage. The wiſh which is ſtrongeſt in my mind, is, 
that Government and the Bank might be leſs connected, that they 
might be more Independent of each other, and that they ſhould act 
with that independence,” He would aſk the right honourable gen- 
tleman, if he could ſo eaſily have proſecuted all his meaſures if he 
had not had a friendly Bank Direction? He would aſk him if he 
would have preſumed to adjourn Parliament, after a ſhort ſeſſion of 
three weeks, for more than three months, it he had not had a 
friendly Bank Direction? The independence of the Eank on Go- 
vernment, would be one of the beſt checks upon its power”; and 
were Government independent of the Bank, it would not be, as it 
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is now, the flave of the monied intereſts of this kingdoms It 
might be recolleQed, at the end of Lord North's adminiſtration, Wi 
when Lord John Cavendiih became Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
what difficulty he felt in negotiating a loan, in conſequence of the 
oppoſition of the Bank Direction to Government. This oppoſition 
had ſuch an effect, chat the ſubſcribers to the loan were loſcrs to the 
amount of between 10 and 12 per cent. This was ſurely too 
much power to be veſted in any corporate body, when it could thus 
fruſtrate the plans of Government. Mr. Tierney truſted it would 
be believed, that his motives for oppoſition to the meaſure were 
pure: and he had no intereſt to ſerve by it, nor could he be actuated 
by any party motives. He truſted, that the ſtatements he had made, 
and the arguments he had adduced, would at leaſt be thought of fo 
much weight as to juſtify him, in the eyes of others, for wiſhing to 
Kate theſe arguments to the Houſe. - And if the ſtatements he had 
made were juſt, if it had appeared that no real goad could be pro- 
cured from this meaſure, that much evil might reſult trom it, and 
| that great advantages would ariſe at leaſt from delay, he muſt be 
excuſed for calling ſolemnly on the Houſe to pauſe before they 
agreed to this meaſure. All this, however, might be aſſented to; 
but the anſwer to all his arguments and ſtatements would be, that 
the right honourable gentleman was in want of three millions, and 
was afraid of coming on the country, at this moment, for ſuch a 
ſum, and of adding it to the funded debt. As to the ability of the 
Bank to advance this money, ſome reflections would naturally ariſe, 
From the beginning of the war, the Bank had been making growing 
_ advances to Government; at laſt, in July 1796, they found it 
neceſſary to complain ſeriouſly that they could not carry on buſineſs 
with ſafety to themfclves, except there was prompt payment made of 
ſome of theſe ſums. At that time they had advanced 9,8 29,000l. 
On the 21ſt of January laſt, the advances of the Bank to Govern- 
ment amounted to eight millions; and now they had advanced 
other three millions for fix years, which made the total of their pre- 
ſent advances eleven millions; a ſum much excecding that of which 
they had complained as diſabling them from carrying on buſineſs 
with ſafety. It was impoſſible that the Bank could make ſuch a 
propoſal as the preſent, except they knew that they were deriving a 
profit from their ſcheme, and that they would never be called to pay 
their notes in caſh. 'Nor could it be ſaid that other circumſtances 
were now more favourable than they were in 1796. Subfidics were 
ſtill draining the country of its caſh, and expeditions, more ex- 
tenſi ve than any projected at that period, were now carrying on, 
which threatened the ſame effect. He had heard much ta K of 
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rrench finance ; but he now ſaw no difference between the French 
WE ſyſtem and that adopted in this country. The right honourable 
gentleman was, in fact, dealing in aſſignats. He: might ſmile at 
the expreſſion ; but he had never uſed the expreſſion * flimſy paper 
at any period, nor declaimed againſt the uſe of paper currency. 
Yet now; when ſuch meaſures of finance were adopted, he really 
thought that the country was dealing in aſſignats, in flimſy paper, 
and that a mean plan of State Juggling was carried on between 
Government and the Bank; Minifters courting the Bank, and the 
Bank courting Miniſters. He wiſhed only at preſent for delay. 
He called on the Houſe to pauſe and confider well before they 
agreed to a meaſure which was ſuch an infringement on the deareſt 
and moſt conſtitutional rights of the country. He thought it his 
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ing to duty himſelf to ſtate to the Houſe the grounds of his oppoſition to 
e had the mcaſure. He thought it his duty to the country, to conjure 
pro- them to weigh well theſe arguments and facts which had come with 
„and ſuch irreſiſtible force on his own mind; and hoped that he would 
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be excuſed for taking up ſo much of their time in diſcharging theſe 
duties. a 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that the honourable gentleman, 
however he might differ from many parts of his ſtatement, had 
ſhewn, that he had given great attention to the ſubject he was dif- 
cuſſing ; but a little more information on it, to direct and guide 
him, would have had the happy effect of enabling him to draw his 
concluſions rightly ; which was not the caſe at preſent. The ho- 


| requeſt to the Houſe, no leſs than that a meaſure, confeſſedly of 
great importance, now in its laſt ſtage, for raifing three millions to 
ſupport us in a great conteſt, and which was raiſed without any in- 
convenience to any claſs of the people, as well as to facilitate the 
ſupplies of the year to a conſiderable. amount, ſhould now be 
ſtopped on the ſudden, although there was no circumſtance of ſur- 
prize to be ſtated ; for the ground of it was plainly and fimply 
explained the very day on which it was firſt introduced to the no- 
tice of the -Houſe ; at which time too not one word of oppoſition 
was offered by any Member of that Houſe, nor any cavil made 
that he had heard of any where elſe ; ncither had any thing oc- 
curred to the fertile mind of the honourable gentleman from that 
day to this (although a conſiderable time, indeed ſome weeks), to 
_ be offered againſt this great ſacrifice, as it was now called, of the 
public intereſt, * To: requeſt, under ſuch circumſtances, that a 
meaſure for raiſing three millions of ſupply for the current year 
ſhould be abandoned, without pointing out any other mode of ſup- 


nourable gentleman, however, concluded his ſpeech with a fingular . 
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plying the deficieney that the abandonment would occaſion (which Mea. 
the honourable gentleman might ſtate as agreeable to his judgment, 
however objeQionable to the reſt of the community), was fingular 
enough. But to inſiſt no farther upon this, conſiderable as it was, 
he ſhould proceed to conſider ſome of the arguments of the ho- 
nourable gentleman, who muſt forgive him for not agrering with 
them, however reſpectfully they deſerved to be conſidered. © The 
true way of conſidering the preſent meaſure was this: to conſider 
the value of what we, that is, the Public, are to give, and that 
which we are to receive? and the honourable gentleman had not 
done any thing like juſtice to either. The point moſt neceſfary 
for the clear underſtanding of the value of the meaſure to the Bank, 
was one which could not fairly be inveſtigated ; for it could not 
be known, withGut that diſcloſure which we had no right to call 
upon them to make. But nothing could be more fallacious than 
the mode taken by the honourable gentleman, to conſider the profits 
of the Bank; for he included, in his eſtimate of ſuch ꝓrofits, all 
that they made by diſcoanis, which they made, not as a chartered 
body, but merely as a mercantile company by the operation of their 
capital, and which they would poſſeſs whether they had a Charter 
or not, a capital for which they owed the public nothing, except as 
it had dealings with the public, by which the advantages were mu- 
tual, and by which the Bank had conſiderably enlarged its capital, 
as any other mercantile company, with the ſame prudent manage- 
ment, would have done. To charge the Bank, therefore, any 
thing for the renewal of its Charter, on account of the profits made 
by diſcount, was the ſame thing as going into. the banking houſe of 
any individual banker, and to fay, “ You have been allowed to 
diſcount—you have profited by that practice to a given ſum ; and 
if you chooſe to continue that profitable practice, you muſt give us i 
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ſum of money, or elſe your right to do fo "ſhall not be-renewed.”. hoy 
Now this mode of reaſoning was that which the honourable gen- Bay 
tleman had adopted, when he went over the profits of the Bank, a agr 


mode of reaſoning nearer allianced to French principles than any ma 
thing that had been urged upon the ſubje& between Government dio 
and the Bank; this, therefore, he ſhould take the liberty of paſſing aſſi 
by as nothing. But the honourable gentleman ſaid, we might offer ſ\ut 
a Charter to any other body of men, and give to that body all the bet 
privileges now given to the Bank. We could do oo:ſuch:thmg, Pa. 
for the Bank was a chartered body corporate, actually empowered to ary 
take the care of the funds which ariſe 40 individuals out of the na- on 
tional debt, and ſhould ſubſiſt until that debt was, paid. Now, . 
upon the amount of the national debt, the honourable gentleman lit 
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dad made many obſervations ; but he really believed the honour- 
able gentleman had ſtated that part of the ſubject differently from 
he tat : beſides, the Bank had nothing to do with the manage- 
ent of the South Sea Company-; and for want of duly adverting 
o this point, ſome of the concluſions of the honourable gentleman 
ere extremely erroneous : neither had the honourable gentleman 
aken a juſt view of the management of the fund for the reduction 
f the national debt; upon which ſubject, however, he had Rated 
any conſoling circumſtances to the country—circumſtances, the 
proſpet of which was once thought to be chimerical, yet was rea- 
lized in the progreſs of a war, that was once called by a term that 
s now 1handoned, namely, © a diſaſtrous war.” - We were now 
old, that at the hour of peace the three per cents. will be at par. 
Ve were now told, that a new commercial world was created in 
ic community in which we live. All theſe things were certainly 
true; and the rapid progreſs made in the reduction of the national 
debt was corred ly ſtated; but the honourable gentleman had erred, 
by computing advantages to the Bank, of which we had not the 
power of depriving them for a ſingle moment; and by doing ſo, 
had erroneouſly ſtated that which the Public actually gave to the 
Bank. He had computed profits which they had made as a trading 
company, by which they had enlarged their capital, and with which 
we had nothing to do ; therefore the arguments of the honourable 
gentleman upon that head were not only inconcluſive, but erroneous. 
| The real queſtion then was, what the Public ought to have for 
the renewal of the Charter of the Bank? And in conſidering 
this, we ought to conſider alſo, if the Bank really offered too little, 
what would be the hazards of any new plan upon a ſubjeQ of ſuch 
national importance, eſpecially with the experience we had of its 
effects in other quarters; this ſhould make us cautious, at leaſt, 
how we entered upon any new plan upon the ſubje& of a national 
Bank. He maintained, that it was adviſeable to enter into this 
agreement with the Bank, rather than divide it with others. He 
maintained alſo, that it was adviſeable to do it at this time, a pe- 
riod of war, rather than to wait for a time of peace: and he would 
aſſign reaſons for thinking ſo. He ſtated, when he opened this 
ſubject to the Houſe, that from certain circumſtances the Bank had 
been under the neceſſity, in the courſe of the preſent war, of ſtopping 
payment in caſh ; but ſych an event was ſo far from affording any 
argument againſt the preſent meaſure, that it furniſhed a very ſtrong 
one in its favour, When that meaſure took place, almoſt every 
man dreaded it, and it was a ſubje& which diſtreſſed ſpeculative po- 


liticians to look at it. We had however en the efſect, and we 
Vor. XI. O 


(which 
ment, 
ngular 
t was, 
he ho- 
3 with 
The 
nſider 
d that 
ad not 
effary 
Bank, 
d not 
o call 
than 
orofits 
s, all 
tered 
their 
Harter 
pt as 
mu- 
pital, | 
nage- 
any 
made 
uſe of 
ed to 
and 
2 Us a 
wed.” 
gen- 
nk, a 
1 any 
ment 
aſſing 
offer 
U the 
hing, 
ed to 
e na- 
Nayw,. 
eman 


, 4 a > | 
& * 2 = KY 42 1 P 
ws: '* —_—— 28 . J 1 * bk r 2 * 
7 3 /*-2 Jad * . 


— 0 

p 0 Y 2 
8 x ARR Z 

2 * * 2 2 * 2 
1 — —— — —Ü—— —— 2E22—— — 


. . — — Ow 


* -—_ 
* — "—_ 
0 9 * * > - rn 3 A 
" 4 —— — 2 * 5 — A — 
— * 8 5 
x e —— 40 — * A 
> _ y / — * ** LI - 2 Bk 1— 
— — — < ee — „ — — — — 
” - 7 s 
= fi "4 * 1 „ - — * —— 
— . o & * 2 * — > 4 — W F4 
. — — . - 4_ rot 9 "7 - — — - 
— 
334% of - 


* . 
— * « 2 " ho? 2. EE Rs bones nancy 
i K < * 2 . Pl 
FFP — — 
— 


3 the-public ſervice without intereſt for a time. The queſtion then 
- ws, Whether this ſum ſhould be taken now, or be left to a future 
period? Now, if we looked to a period of peace, certainly it was 

extremely difficult to ſay when we ſhould arrive at that period ; ; yet 
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had ſeen that it had only proclaimed to the world the confidence of 
the Public, and the ſolid foundation of the Bank, Nothing was 
to be inferred from it, but that the credit of the Bank was increa(. 
ing, as well as the credit of the Nation ; and it appeared, that the 
proſperity of the country had advanced in a period of war more 
rapidly than at any former period of the ſame length of peace ; that 
in this new world of commerce, in this war, four millions more of 
exports had taken place in one year than in any former ycar of peace, 
This was the reſult of that which no man hardly could look upon 
without fear and trembling, but which, he could now fav, had 
proved to the world at large the ſolidity of the Bank, and had re- 
moved all poſſible doubt upon that ſubject. If, therefore, theſe 
things were true, as moſt unqueſtionably they were, was he not jul. 
tified, and had he not better reaſon than ever for ſaying that the 
Bank was not only as firm, but firmer than almoſt any perſon ap- 
prehended ? Having no doubt upon that ſubject, he would afl, 


whether he was not alſo juſtified in making this agreement with the if 5, 
Bank, and ſubmitting it to Parliament ? and whether it was or was — 
not right to take this advantage at the preſent period? The firſt 't 
queſtion which would occur to any body to aſk upon this ſubje& ki 
was, Whether it would produce gain or loſs to the public! ? 2dly, In 
Whether the thing were credible or not? Now, upon the latter b 
queſiion, it was certainly not credible in general, to fell a reverſion ND 
upon uſurious profits to the purchaſer ; but if the terms were fair, | 
and the ſum was given before it naturally became due, it was not F 
 diſcreditable to the ſeller to make ſuch a bargain. Then, as to 
the terms, if any one would look at the ſubje& properly, he would 
ſee that our policy was to prevent the rapid accumulation of debt, 
or to check the progreſs of the intcicſt of it. This was done by 


the preſent meaſure ; for here were to be three millions brought into 


he might ſay that we could hardly expedt to be concerned in any 
very extenſive war fix years hence; and then the three per cents. 
being at par, as the honourable pentlewan ſtated them likely to be, 
the difference between making this bargain now, and making it 
then, would be 1,700,000. This was a good reaſon for making 
this bargain now, rather than deferring i it to that period. This ſum 
of 1,700,000]. the Public would loſg by following the advice of 
the honourable gentleman. The profit to the Bank was about 
| 400,000). and not 671,000). as ſtated by the honourable gen- 
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aeman. This 400,000]. for twenty-one years was what the Pub- 


* 1 lic granted to the Bank. Having entered on ſome calculation upon 
bd oh WE this bargain, he obſerved, that the real profits of it to the Public 
IP * was 8 oo, oool. but he took it at 750, oool. Beſides this, the 


value of the effect which this had on the ſum borrowed was 
400, oool. in addition to the ſum of t,700,0001. Beſides, if this 
was not granted to the Bank, it muſt have been granted to ſome other 
Company, on the pririciple of the honourable gentleman himſelf. 

Theſe points conſidered, he ſhould wiſh to aſk, whether this was an 
improvident bargain on the part of the Public? There was ano- 
ther point not taken notice of by the honourable gentleman ; which 
was, that if we let the Banx Charter expire, we muſt repay the 
Bank its eleven millions capital at par, for which at preſent we pay 
only three per cent. The honourable gentleman was ſanguine on 
the circumſtances of the Country, in which he had no diſpofition to 
quarrel with him ; but if we looked at the period of twelve yeats, 
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we ſhould not take either the probable price of the funds in time 


of peace, nor of war, but a medium price — Now that medium price 
between war and peace he would*take at 75; that price of 75, by 
the way, had been conſidered formerly as a good peace price ; but 
he would venture now to take that as the medium between peace 
and war; taking the funds at 75, and remembering that we were 
bound to pay the Bank the cleven millions at par at the expiration 


of their Charter, we ſhould find the calculations of the honourable 


gentleman erroneous, The honourable gentleman ſaid, that. this 
coſt the Bank nothing: very true, but if we did not give this to the 
Bank, we ſhould give it to ſome. other body of men: in ſhort, hls 
opinion was, that this was a reaſonable bargain” between the two 


parties concerned in it the Public and the Bank. But the ho- 
nourable gentleman faid this could never have taken place if the 


Bank had not been reſtridted from making payments in caſh, arid 
he ſaid that this was owing to. the great advances of the Bank to 


Government. The preſent advance of the Bank to Government 
was about eight millions; and when this came to be added, it would 


certainly amount to cleyen millions: and the honourable gentleman: 
conſidered this as an unprecedented thing. Now it did ſo happen, 
that the Bank was in advance to Government in eleven or twelve 
millions at a period ſo long ago as the time of Sir Robert Walpole; 


and therefore there was nothing very extraordinary in this advance, 


and all the fears of the danger of it were chjmerical. As to all 
chat had been ſaid on the fubject of the undue influence atiſing, as 


5 it was ſuppoſed, from the connection between Government and the 
| Bank, he could not * regarding it as idle declamatlon. We 
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of its diſcharge? Where was the harm that the Bank ſhould 


In ſhort, he ſaw nothing extraordinary in this connection between 
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were told, we ſhould wait for a period until there ſhould be no con- | 
nection between Government and the Bank? What harm was WW he co 


there in this connection? What was the injury Iikely to be done þ | muc! 
to the public credit, by the Bank advancing to Government ſums WW by v 
for the ſecurity of which the Bank had the protection of Parliament? tione 


Where was the miſchief that the Bank, deriving its profits through 
a thouſand channels connected with the great and growing com- 
merce of this country, ſhould ſupply the great machine of State tion 
which put the public force in motion, to prote the inhabitants of 
a great and flouriſhing nation in the enjoyment of all the bleſſings 
they feel? Where was the harm that the Bank. ſhould employ 
part of its great capital to facilitate the circulation of exchequer 
bills, and to make loans on eaſy terms? Where was the harm 
that they ſhould employ part of their wealth to aid the tranſaction | 
of all public buſineſs, and to contribute to the eaſe and punctuality 


contribute to the more economical, as well as the more eaſy ma- 
nagement of public affairs, and to the real ſtability of Government ? 


Government and the Bank ; but he was not forry that ſome objec- 
tion had been taken to it; for it brought forward one of the marked 
features of the community in which we live, by ſhewing the benefit 
which we derive from the happy mixture and the true genius of 
our Conſtitution, which has fo inſpired its inhabitants with confi- 
dence, and ſecured its glory. He ſhould not trouble the Houſe any 
farther, becauſc what he had already ſaid appeared to him to be 
ſufficient. 

Mr. TIERNEY, in explanation, ſaid, that the right honourable 
Chancellor of the Exchequer had commented on the imperfeQion 
of his ſtatements, which he roſe now to rectify. He did not mean 
the diſcounts alone, but the whole tranſaction on the management 
of the national debt; though in reſpeR of thoſe he would - ſay, that 
a greater quantity of diſcounts was given to the Bank of England, 
than to any other ſet or deſcription of perſons. Without going 
through all the ſtatements again, he would Juſt mention, that the 
charge of 1 46,0001. for management, was given in the Report of 
the Select Committee for 1786. Should he now call to the atten- 
tion of the right honourable gentleman the increaſe of the national 
debt ſince that period, during which ſo conſiderable an increafe 
grew. up, his ſtatement would not be found inaccurate, ſhould be 
add 60,0001. for that increaſe, taking in the one million for an- 
nuities ; and, on this ground, he thought his ſtatement juſt. On 
the right honourable gentleman's ſtatement, the whole benefit to the 
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Bank was no more than 400,000. and taking this at twelve years, 
he concluded in favour of the bargain, But did he confider, how 
| much more advantageouſly he might have bargained for the Public, 
by waiting the period he (Mr. Tierney) aſſigned *? When he men- 
tioned the advantages to be drawn from competition, he did not ab- 
ſolutely mean that a rival Company ſhould be erected for that pur- 
poſe, but that we ſhould be in a fituation of appearing in competi- 
tion; and ſhould we wait till the ſtocks were at par, we ſhould 
ſtand upon that footing. When he mentioned the funds getting 
up ſo as to be at par, he did not aſſure the right honourable Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, that he did not take that as the criterion 
of the proſperity of the country. He knew the funds could attain 
that by artifice ; and ſo far was he from confidering it as a mark of 
its proſperity, that it might be a circumſtance cloſely connected with 
its diſtreſs ; for ſhould the tax upon income be added and applied 
to the preſent ſinking fund on any future period, the funds muſt 
certainly riſe from ſuch an augmentation ; and yet he would not 
call this ſtate of the country proſperous, becauſe the funds received 
this temporary riſe : for, if at the calamitous cloſe of the Admi- 
niſtration of Lord North, which the right honourable gentleman 
counted ſo calamitous, that Miniſter applicd millions for this ſame 
purpoſe, would any gentleman tell him that the funds would not 
immediately get high. On the ſubject of a circulating medium, he 
ſaid, and would maintain, that trade abſolutely requitad ſuch a me- 
dium; but that the Bank did not conduct itſelf on that buſineſs 
as it ſhould have done. And in anſwer to what the right honour- 
able gentleman aſſerted reſpecting the flouriſhing ſtate of trade and 
commerce after the failure of the Bank, and the eaſe and rapidity 
with which notes circulated, he would deny that thoſe notes owed 
their circulation to the Bank. They owed that circulation and 
confidence to an aſſociation of gentlemen of the city, who met ex- 
preſsly for the purpoſe, and who had come to a reſolution to receive 
ſuch notes; for where any gentleman had given his name to credit 
a note (he would ſuppoſe his own inſignificant note), he would fay 
Mr. Dent, or any other conſiderable man in buſineſs, then ſuch 
notes would circulate ; and when this was done, the credit of this 
circulation was eſtabliſhed. On this ground the Bank was not 
exempt from blame. He would then tell the right honourable 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, that fo long as this circulation went 
on, ſo long he would go on too; but that when once the Bank pro- 
ceeded to pay in ſpecie, and a war aroſe, then muſt the reſtriction 
be laid on again, from the plan which the right honourable gentle- 
man purſued. In his (Mr. Tierney's) converſation with men, 
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perhaps, now old: faſhioned-in their opinions, he could collect, that 
in that reſtriction the Bank had received a blow that would be felt 
for ever. On recurring to the ſubje& of immediate diſcuſſion, the 
renewal of the Charter of the Bank of England, he was of opinion 
that Government advantaging themſelves duly of ſuch an agree- 
ment, certain ſtipulations might be agreed upon, impoſing, an obli- 
gation on the Bank. to circulate Exchequer Bills for Government to 
a certain amount; and on an act paſſed for this purpoſe, regulating 
the manner, the amount of ſuch ſums ſhould be aſcertained. The 


right honourable Chancellor of the Exchequer aſked with an air of 


triumph, whether any one heard a fingle individual, from that quar- 
ter where complaint ſhould ariſe, complain of the hardſhips of this 
bill? Did the right honourable gentleman believe that any man in 
the city would attempt to advertiſe for a meeting? Did he not 
know the ftate of the city better than to ſuppoſe that men would fo 
counteraR the fate of their neceſſary intereſts, feeling themſelves, 
from the fituation of things, ſo connected and dependent on the in- 
dolgence of the Bank of England as they were at preſent? Such 
were his ſentiments; and as ſuch he would not agree to the bill 
until the Charter was propoſed to be renewed on better terms for 
the Public; and he begged the Houſe, judging of all the circum- 
ſtanecs, to conſider, whether it would not be better to defer tlie 
conſideration of this buſineſs until the term of its expiration. All 
he could do was, to enter his proteſt againſt it, in giving it his 
nee bo , 

Mr. Sender PITT 104 he ſhould trouble the Houſe very 
ſhorty." The -honourable gentleman ſaid, that no meeting of any 
© merchants would avail while the Bank was connected with Go- 
vernment. Now, it does ſo happen, that there was this very.mect- 
2#hg' of merchants to which the honourable gentleman alluded. . The 

© Honourable: gentleman had inſiſted, that in the courſe of the twelve 
2Fears between the preſent time and the expiration of the Charter, 
doe ſhould rcgulate what number of Exchequer Bills the Bank 
mould diſcount ; this was interfering with the diſpoſal of the capital 


of the Bank as merchants : and that it ſhould come from a perſon 


who wiſhed not to interfere with the affairs of the Bank, was moſt 
extraordinary, to ſay nothing of the effect it would have upon the 
public fervice. The honourable gentleman ſaid, that the paper of 
the Bank being ſo well recei ved was not owing to the Bank, but to 
*!thoſe who: had agreed to receive it: and that it the ſame thing were 

to happen to his paper, it would be as good a proof of his ſolidity 
cus che other ĩs of the folidity of the Bank; but it was no diſparage- 
ment tu the honourable gentleman to ſay, that this V=, a publiea- 
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tion of confidence, which never had happened to be applied to any 
individual; but if it ſhould ever ſo happen that, after an inquiry 
had been made into the ultimate ſolveney of any individual, ſo 
many perſons had publiſhed that they ran no riſk in taking his 
paper to any amount that he ſhould chooſe to iſſue it, then, but 
not till then, the paper of that individual would be as good as the 
paper of he Bank. The honourable gentleman talked of the pro- 
ſperity of this country with a certain degree of qualification or re- 
ſerve. He admitted the increaſe of our trade, and the enlargement 
of our power ; but he would not allow the high price of ſtock as a 
proof of our proſperity. He was not deſired to take the high price 
of ſtock as a proof of our proſperity 3 but it was adduced: as one 
ingredient in the proof, when the honourable gentleman talked of 
the trade, manufacture, and other eireumſtances of che country. 


Nov, this high price of ſtock, ard this trade and commerce, cou- 


pled with other circumſtances, was a proof of projperity. Coupled, 
for initance, by what the honourable gentleman called, artificial 
means. The capital of our debt was 470 millions, as he ſtated, 
* and the only diſpute between him and me,” ſaid Mr. Pitt, is how 
ſoon will ſuch ſtock be at par? What is the reaſon of this? The 
reaſon is, that you have raiſed ſo much within the year, that you 


check the progreſs of your public debt in time of war, and provide 


for its diſcharge in time of peace: that we borrow money flowly 
in time of war, and provide for paying it rapidly in time of peace. 
Theſe are the artificial means which the honourable gentleman 
ſpeaks of. He fays alſo that you might have done the fame thing 
in the American war. Yes, you might; but then you muſt have 
had a revenue to ſupport your ſyſtem, and you muſt alſo have had, a 
finking fund to add to it ; but if you provide an immenſe contribu- 
tion during war, and check the progreſs of your debt, and at the 
ſame time increaſe every branch of your revenue, while: you enlargo 
all your trade, commerce, manufactures, and every ſource of the 
induſtry of your inhabitants; if you borrow ſlowly in war, .and 
provide for paying rapidly in peace; if you increaſe your income, 
and diminiſh your debt; if you create public confidence, and en- 
large all your reſources, then I ſay by theſe artificial means you in- 
ereaſe the proſperity of the country ; and then I will ſay that you 
have not ſymptoms but proofs of public proſperity. Such do I con- 
tend to be the ſtate of this country at this moment; and every | 
man who thinks fairly maſs be convinced of the truth of this 
aſſertion. 
„Mt. TIERNEY laid, 1 woukd juſt reply to two points in the 
honourable gentleman's remarks, by which he hoped to make him- 
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ſelf didineiiy anderſiond. .; What he would ſuggeſt an the Rache 
quer Bills was, that the Bank, in conſideration of the renewal of its 
Charter, ſhould be ſubject to circulate to a certain number, and 
under a given time, founded upon documents before the Houſe. He 
threw this out juſt as a ſuggeſtion that might be improved to the 
advantage of the Public. he other point was, that when the Bank 
ſtopt payment, this aſſociation was formed; as it was in conſequence 
of this aſſociation, and not of the real or ſolid confidence that was in 
the Bank, that notes had a general circulation, but becauſe thoſe 
gentlemen had come to the reſolution of n the Bank n 
ſuch a ſituation. 

Mr. S. THORNTON aid, that it was why, together with 
others,..who made the firſt overtures to Government on the buſineſs 
of the Bank. He denied that it was matter of fact, as aſſerted, 
that other bodies did not expreſs their approbation on the conduct 
of the Bank of England; and he on his part diſclaimed, on the 


occaſion, all political conſideration whatever, acting only up to what 


he thought fair and honourable. On the Bank not paying, at that 
period alluded to, in ſpecic, he would read a reſolution from the 
Court of Directors, ſent. into the Select Committee; which he rcad 
accordingly, ſhowing the ability and readineſs of the. Bank to pay in 
ſpecie, but ſubmitting the expediency of ſuch a propoſition to the 
wiſdom of Parliament. This then was the propoſition to the 
Houſe, and ſince that period the Bank had retained the accumulated 
profits in its hands, which had enlarged that ability. He ſupported 
the-credit of the Bank; denied the neceſlity-of any other medium 
of circulation, than that in uſe ; reprehended the flight manner in 
which the honourable gentleman. whopreceded him ſpoke of the credit 
of the Bank; and ſaid, that if it iſſued a fingle note beyond its real 
ability to diſcharge, notwithſtanding the reſtriction that might cover 
ſuch a conduct, he would conſider it as an act of meanneſs. 

Mr. TIERNEY ſpoke a few words in explanation, and juſti- 
Hied himſelf from the charge of ſpeaking lightly of the Bank; by 
ſaying that he never did ſpeak ſo of it, until e interfered 
in its concerns. 

Mr. MANNING ſaid, that the expreſſion of - « flimſy paper,” 
uſed by the honourable genileman, was more reprehenſible than 
correct; for ſuch was the ſolidity and confidence of the Bank, that 
its credit-roſe with its conduct. He could not call to mind at pre- 
ſeat the particulars of Sit Robert Walpole's adminiſtration; but 
in the adminiſtration of Lord John Cavendiſh, the Bank was in 
advance to Guyernment eleven millions, which was ſurely a proof 
that there was no hoſtility towards Adminiſtration ; and this was 
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an anſwer to that part of the honourable Member's ſpeech, which 
aſſerted that the Bank was heretofore diſpoſed rather to withhold its 
ſervices from Government, He would further affure the honour- 
able Member (Mr. Tierney), that if he were to-move for the amount 
of the outſtanding notes of the Bank to be laid on the table, he, on 
his part, would not object to ſuch a motion, whatever the decifion 
of the Houſe might be on that ſubject, as he was aſſured that the 
money of the Bank never bore a nearer proportion to its outſtanding 
notes than at the preſent moment. On the Bank getting 450,000. , 
for management, there was one material circumſtance omitted, 
which was important, and which was, that this ſum went alſo to 
cover riſks inſeparably connected with the concern, and which were 
often ſerious ; for inſtance, from forgeries: for it was known, that 
under all forgeries on the funds, which were very conſiderable, the 
Bank was anſwerable. The queſtion of diſcount, he thought, was 
ſuch a one as might be better diſcuſſed on the other fide of Temple- 
Bar: it was a ſubject that required extreme delicacy and confider- 
ation; and he knew of no relief that could be applied r6' any im- 
perfection in that buſineſs, either by the rene wal of the Charter, or 
by any elauſe in it. Whatever advantage the Directors might de- 
rive, conſiderable as the honourable gentleman might ſtate them to 
be, he hoped it would have no influence on their fair and honour- 
able charaQers ; and in his opinion the man who looked to profit, 
was unfit to be a Director. The conduct of the public buſineſs 
ſhould alone influence his mind; and he hoped that no other con- 
ſideration eould influence him to take a feat at the Board, than that ; 
of the public good. 

Mr. SIMEON ſaid, that when it was ſaid the Bank oped” 


{| payment, this ſhould be remembered, as in all ſuch- caſes, whethet 


it ſtopped becauſe it could not, or beeauſe it ſhould not pay? That 
the Bank had ſtopped payment from this latter conſideration © was 
obvious; and it ſtopped from a juſt and ſerious conſideration of the 


benefit _ would reſult to the public confidence ; for the ftocks | 
got up 14 per cent. on that very day that it thought proper to adopt 


this wiſe e expedient ; which ir did, not becauſe it could not pay, but 
becauſe it ought not. As a proof of this, it ſolicited an inquiry, 
which was accordingly infticuted, and it was found competent to its 
full extent. It is now willing and able, and yet it is thought expe- 

dient not to pay in ſpecie. Here then it was but juſt to infer, that 
there was ſome weighty political reaſon why it ſhould continue this 
line of conduct, and oat of which this wile and 9 110 1 
aroſe. ut 25% ** : : 10 
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The bill » was then read a third time and paſſed, and ordered to 
the Lords. 
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The following Papers, were laid before the Hoalt, purſuant to 
Orders of . 1 INE and 21ſt inſtant. 
: » C3 Ai JT . 


NUMBER I, 


ins that have-paſſed-between the Board of Admi- 
ralty, the Lords of the Committee of Council for Trade, and the 
Lords Commiſſioners of His Majeſty's, Treaſury, on the Effect of 


the preſent High Price of e AR. e to the Service of 
His . s Navy: | 


h _— Cine! TE Whitehall, March 10, 1800. 


I be Lords of His Majeſty's Moſt Honourable Privy Council having 
received a letter from Mr. Nepean, incloſing copy of a letter from the 
Commiſfioners of His Majeſty's Navy, repreſenting the very great and 

| ve increaſe. which has taken place in the price of Sheathing _ 

5 * and ſuggeſting that ſome ſteps ſhould be taken in conſequence ; 

to. tranſmit to you, without delay, copy of the ſaid 3 

for the information of the Lords Commiſfioners of His Majeſty's Trea- 
ſary > ; the Lords of the Council being of opinion, that the ſubject matter 
| id letters deſerves the immediate attention of the Lords of the 
Wend , eſpecially as the Lords of the Council have received further 


information of the great riſe in the Price of Copper, to the detriment of 


dhe 


5 . y's naval ſervice, of the ſhipping intereſt i general, and of all 
of this kingdom in which Copper i is e ; 
n= N 


eat , Lam, 92 5 
- Your moſt obedient humble Wen 4 
Gutes Kon * * 1 STEPH. COTT RELL. 
a 7e EY 8-5: Admiralty. Office, March 7, 1800. 


. am commanded by my Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, to 

1 to you, for the information of the Lords of His Majeſty's moſt 
| honourable Privy Council, the copy of a letter which I have received 

from the Navy Board, repreſenting the very great and progreflive in- 

© creaſe" that has taken place in the Price of Copper Sheathing, and ſog- 
 geſting'thar fome ſte ps muy be takenan conſequence. 


4 -_ ＋ . 4 
F Vout mot humble Servant, 
een Ty e EVAN NEPEAN.” 


-Wodtor F AWEXER, e . 


7 I, ti I Fo 1101 24 2 
Fate. "20? 2211 T7 


”)* wn. 5 & & N RN 
* Ai 
4 : 4. 104 of 


| — 

e * 1 1 0 Naw BBs, March : 5, 1800. 
As Copper Seathing is \k Cenldembis article of naval ex 

think it proper that che right honourable the Lords Commiſſione tis 


3 


6 cy Soap VT 
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Admiralty' ſhould be. informed of the very great and progreſſive increaſe 
that has taken place in the price of that article. 

Since the beginning of laſt year there has been an advance upon it of 
npwards of 271. per ton; and having had an interview with the agents 
for the contractots, we learn from them that a much further increaſe of 
the price may be expected. a K ä 
Under theſe circumſtances, we, ſubmit to their Lordſhips whether it 


may not be proper to take ſome ſteps to correct the growing evil, 


We are, && n 
A. S. HAMOND. C. HOPE. 
Evan Nrrzax, Eſq. W. RULE. GEO. MARSH, 
y : — . 1 28, a 
NUMBER 11. . 


Return to the reſolution of the honourable the Houſe of Com- 
mons, of the 1 3th of this inſtant: © That there be laid before 
« this Houſe, Copies of all Repreſentations made to the Privy Coun- 
« cil, complaining of the Want or High Price of Copper, either by 
© the Merchants, Ship-Owners, or Manufacturers.“ Prepared in 
purſuance of an Addreſs of the Houſe of Commons to His 
Majeſty : > % 2220; 
| 5 Council Office, Whitehall, 17th March 1800. 

The Lords of His Majeſty's moſt honourable Privy Council have 
received no written repreſentation, complaining of the want or high __ 
of Copper; except that from the manufacturers of Birmingham, inſerted 


in the Appendix to the Report of the Committee of the Houſe of Com. 
mons, appointed to inquire into the ſtate of the Copper Mines and Cop- 
per trade of this kingdom, p. 147; to which repreſentation the manu. 


facturers of Wolverbemptoa acceded, as appears in p. 148 of the Report. 
The manufacturers of Birmingham deputed delegates in ſupport of their 
repreſentation, who were heard before the Privy Council laſt year. The 
Lords of the Privy Council have received, occaſionally, from His Ma- 
jeſty's naval department, accounts of the increaſing price of the Copper 
for which they cop Hracted, for ſheathing His Majeſty's ſhips ; and lately 
a letter, written by order of the Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, 
of the 7th inſtant, incloſing a letter of the Commiſſioners of the Navy, 
of the 5th inftant, which is already ordered to be laid before the Houfe 


of Commons. And they have received a letter from the Board of Ord, 


' nance to the ſame effect, a copy of which is hereunto annexed. 


 -- STEPH. COTTRELL, _. 
One of the Clerks in Ordinary to His Majeſty's 
Ml-oſt Honourable Privy Council, 


EIS 2 AA 


SU, - Office of Ordnance, Weſtminſter, March 15, 1800. 


. The Lieutenant-General and Board of Ordnance having, for ſome time 
paſt, experienced much difficulty in obtaining a performance of the con- 
tracts they have entered into, for the ſupply of Copper articles for the 
ſervice 6f the Ordnance Department ; the contractors alleging that, 
upon account of the great increaſe which has taken place at various times 
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in the article, they are unable to perform the conditions of their agree- 
ments: and as His Majeſty's ſervice has, in conſequence, ſuſtained not 
only great delay i in obtaining the ſupplies of the articles alluded to, bur 
alſo much additional expence:his been incurred to the public, by FT 
freſh, engagements at higher prices, his Lordſhip and the Board feel it 
their duty to command me to requeſt you will lay this requeſt befors the 
Lords of His Majeſty's Moſt Honourable Privy Council, and that you 
will move their Lordſhips to conſider of the proper means that fu bud Be © 
taken to check in future the riſe in the price of Copper, ſo as to relieve | 
His ny 's ſervice from the inconveniences complained of. ag dg 
| I have the hondut to be, Sir, : 57 5990 
Your moſt obedient humble Sali. / 


[ COMMONS. 


WilLiam Fawxyex, Eſq. . R. Hl. CREW. e 
e 1 
NUMBER III. 


An ACCQUNT. of the Quantity of WROUGHT COPPER 
Exported during the Year 1799. 


__ "Wrought Copper. 
. Quantny. e une ©c 
.Cwt. 4 lb. ' 1. 5. d. + acts 
Total . T7 OST SS: 
; My 2 GLOVER, 
Inſpector aol Caſtom- Pes Inſpector General of the | 
houſe, London, oh. March, Imports and Exports of 
1800, a + Great, Britain. 


The average price of - Wrought Coppedexpoirad/i in the courſe of laſt year 

appears, by the declarations of the Mexchants E 

r cw t.; and agreeably to that rate, the, total value of the above Cop 
her, — to 97,125. cwt. 24, l 626, ae 198. bd. 


- 
* 


xoMBER Ky." 


An cen of the. Quantity, of a and Mai g 


FARE: Exported during the. Year 1799. 


70 
821 f Braſs Thated Ware 
© „ v 132 
Cwt- 4. Ib. < d. $i «tbe 
Tow" 77,033 3 16 e 15 3 18,172 8 0 
IN GLOVER, 
Infpeftor General's Office, Cuſtom. PH Inſpector General of the 


houſe, London, -Liſt 3 W--þ 
1800. $10 * 1-5 0. v 
The average price of Wroug 
appears, by the declaratiqns. of, the Ne tent: 0 

A 


145. 8d. per.cwt, and agrecably to that rate 1 
above Braſt, mounting to 77,033 Ct! , 10 
13815. . Ma 279 190 


The Plated Ware being always 1 a walorem, ' 


Great Britain. 


1, ils 


ters, to be 61. 98. 71 


Imports and Exports of 


Braſs exported in the courſe of laſt year 
ters, to be 71. 


ee * 


3 eng 


22 the Nominal Value. *_ dhe Deolared Value ; ride: 
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Abſtract account of the quantity and prices of the Aﬀfirent a arti- 
cles. of Copper purchaſed for the uſe of His Majeſty's Navy, from 
the 29th' of April 1799, to the r7th of March 1800 and alſo 
of old Copper delivered in e for 11 eme, with the r 
as far as it can be made up. : 


8 cwt. w. lbs. bs & 


Copper C 615 15 0 167 wy 1. 4 
Copper Bolts and Rings 3 . . 123 9 3 25 28,825 14 
| | | , 7 
Copper Nails . 4 4 e 28 
Mixed Metal Nails 158 14 0 12 2 
Old Copper returned to the Contractors, in * pay - 
ern K- Ln 97,596 * 


4. 90,729 115 6 


— —„ — —„— — 
. 


The order of the day being read for going into a Committee on 
the State of the Copper Trade and Mines, 

Lord HAWKESBURY moved © That the Report made to the 
Houſe on this ſubject the laſt ſellon be referred to the. lad - 
Committee. 

Lord HawxrsBURY then roſe and faid, that it . 
intention to call for the opinion of the Committee on this ſubje&- . 
that night; but merely to propdſe reſolutions, and then to report 
progreſs: he ſhould then wiſh to have the reſolutions printed, and 
that on Friday ſe'nnight the Houſe come to various reſolutions on 
ſaid ſubjeR. His Lordſhip proceeded to obſerve, that the 7 5 
high price of Copper was notorious to every perſon; at th - 
time the riſe -of any commodity was. certainly not of iſelf 19 
cient ground for legiflative interference. The preſent high price of 
Copper, which had been on the continued increaſe for the laſt two 
years, was however ſuch that it mi ght appear to the Committee 
that great injury would be ſuſtained if the preſent ſtate. of this ar- 
ticle was ſuffered to remain. Not that he meant to introduce. any 
new principle of Legiſlation; but merely that the 61 
ſhould apply thoſe principles to the Copper Trade which had boon! 
already eſtabliſhed with regard to every other article. He ſhoutd _ 
propoſe, that a ſtandard be fixed to regulate the importation and 
exportation of Copper, He obſerved, that there were ſome old 
Copper Mines Wach wete peculiarly circymtanced, being worked. 
at great expence ; he ſhould propoſe ſome proviſions with a view. 
of relieving them-3-and-that- ftom the duties to be impoſed om che 
expottation of — "when the ſtandard was above — pris? 
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and from the duties to be impoſed. on foreign Copper imparted, a 
fund ſhould be raiſed towards paying the expences of working the 
old and deep Copper Mines. He ſhould alſo propoſe to allow 2 
drawback upon the materials made uſe of in working theſe old and 
deep mines in ſome places, He thought alſo, that ſome plan might 
be deviſed, by giving a drawback of duty on the materials uſed in 
ſuch mines, where the expenecs of working them exceeded fo much 
per ton. He had no deſire of favouring one ſet of people more 
than another, but ſincerely wiſhed to do juſtice: to alFthe parties con- 
cerned in this trade. His: Lordſhip then * to move the 
following reſalutions: 

J. That it is expedient, i in aer to prevent the * 1 7 
from the luQuating and high price of Copper in this kingdom, 
that the exportation of Copper unwrought, or in bars, rods, or in- 
gots, plates, ſheets, nails, or bolts, when the price thereof ſhould 
umd a certain ſum, ſhould be prohibited. 

% II. That it is expedient that the importation of Copper vg. 
wrought, or in bars, rods, or ingots, when the price thereof ſhould 
exceed a certain ſum, ſhould be permitted duty free. 

III. That when the ſtandard price of Copper Ore at the tic- 

ketings in Cornwall ſhall exceed 100l. per ton for a time to be 

limited, foreign Copper unwrought, or in bars, rods, or ingots, Gall 
be permitted to be imported duty fre. 

4 TV. That when the ſtandard price of Copper Ore at the tic- 
ketings in Cornwall ſhall, exceed 1 00l. per ton for a time to be 
limited, a duty of .51. per ton ſnall be charged on all Britiſh Copper 
unwrought, or in bars, rods, or ingots, plas, den, nails, or bel, 
exported from this kingdom. 

„ V. That when the ſtandard price of Capper Ore at the tio 
ketings in Cornwall ſhall exceed 1051. per ton for a time to be 
limited, a duty of rol. per ton ſhall be charged on all Britiſh: Cop- 
per unwrought, or in bars, rods, or ingots, plates, ſheets, 'naels, or 
bolts, exported from this kingdom. 

% VI. That when the ſtandard price of Copper Ore at the tie- 
ketings in Cornwall fhall exceed 110). per ton for a time to be 
limited, the exportation of all Britiſh Copper unwrought, or in bare, 
rods, or ingots, plates, ſheets, nails, or bolts, ſhould be pro- 
| Hibited. 

VII. That it is expedient that the 2 of Copper 
Ore, or Copper from Ireland, ſhould de permitted . duty 


DD 


| The Houſe then went wee Commit, . Mordaunt in 
the chair. 


$8757 EN 7 


8 F 


FTF 
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The firft reſolution being moved, 

Mr. GREGOR faid, that the peter high price of Copper w was 
no more than proportionate to the increaſed expences attending the 
working of the mines; and he believed that this was the firſt in- 
ſlance in which the Legiſlature had'4 ever ne = e the 
price of a raw material. r 

Mr. I. H. BROWNE ſaid, he „e cointided- with the 
idea of the noble Lord, that every ſort of manufacturers ought to 
be dear to that Houſe ; and at the ſame time truſted, that the mea- 
ſures brought forward by the noble Lord would prove highly condu- 
cible to the manufacturers and owners of Copper Mines, as well as 
to the country. He wiſhed all expedition in the progreſs of this 
bufineſs, compatible with the perſons concerned: n nn 

of making their reſpeQive intereſts know n. 

Mr. WILBERFORCE ſaid, that he eould not diſcern any 
jarring intereſts in this caſe, as a fair price would be equally bene- 
ficial to both parties. It was right that the buſineſs ſhould be well, 
and, at the ſame time, ſpeedily conſidered. There was a place 
of importance, and with which he was intimately connected (Bir- 
mingham), where the reſult was expeAed with much impatience. 

Sir W. LEMON thought it right to obſerve, that not only 
there was no combination in this caſe, but that it appeared from the 
evidence of the Britiſh manufaQurers, _ fuch a r was 
3 an een 

The reſolutions being agreed to, and the Houſe Ae the 

rEſotations were reported, and ordered N whe 1 e 

on Friday ſe nn igt. N 
Lord HAWKESBURY ſuggeſted that theſe bäncbedben ubm 

Committee could not be pen except by as mutual con- 
ſent of the perſons concerned. "nf eg 

The bill for indemnifying perſons ſerving in' Vader Corps 
who have omitted to take out certificates for wearing Hair Por- 
der, was read a ſecond time, and ordered to be l . 42 85 
morrowWw. | 


The bill to enable Courts of Equity to riiafer ad the 
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Bank without making the Governor and Company of the Bank ef 


England parties, was read a ſecond _—> and ordered to be com- 
mne on Wedneſday next. „Midick 


On the motion thiat the Houſe — reſol ve WY: into a Cbm- 
wines fibikty to conſider of the bill for encouraging the cultivarioh 


of potatoes on waſte lands, 


Sit JOHN WROTTESLEYoſe/ to reſtate we bjefions 
which on a former day he had urged againſt the meaſutes"? The 


* 


112 PARLIAMENTARY [Conmony, 


The difficulties which its execution would involve were endleſs ; 
and he could ſee nothing in the amended bill that could effectually 
tend to remove them. He would therefore move, That the bill 
be taken into farther conſideration on this day fix months. 

Mr. WILBERFORCE aid, it was but fair to examine how 
far this bill was objectionable, and to weigh the objeRions againſt 
the great and ſalutary object which ic was the purpoſe of the bill to 


accompliſh. From the information he had recently received on 


the ſubject, he was more decidedly than ever in favour of the adop- 
tion of the meaſure, as that was of indiſpenſible neceſſity ; ſhould it 
not ſucceed, it was his intention to trouble the Houſe on a future 
day with a propoſition of a ſimilar tendency. 

Mr. SIMEON aid, it was his private opinion that the objec- 
tions againſt the bill were inſurmountable ; and he ſtill wiſhed it 
might be permitted to go into a Committee, that it might be ſeen 
how far it was poſſible to remove them. 

Sir W. W. WYNNE ſaid, that the expences of ineloſing and 
cultivating theſe waſte lands would prove ruinous ; unleſs poor la- 
dourers, &c. were allowed the uſe of ſuch lands for three years at 
leaſt; for, at the end of the firſt year, it would be found a very in- 
vidious and difficult taſk to remove them from ſuch cultivated pieces 
of land: on theſe accounts he objected to the bill. 

Lord BeLGrRAVve was for the bill. 

Colonel ELrorD and Mr. SiMEON oppoſed it. 

Sir W. W. WyNNE explained. | 

Mr. BANES, after ſtating the grounds on which he had been 
led to introduce the bill, faid that he ſhould not preſs it, if it ap- 
peared contrary to the general ſenſe of the Houſe, 

Mr. SiMEON, Sir J. WROTTESLEY, and Col. ELroxp, oy 
ſpoke in explanation. 

Mr. VANSITTART wiſhed the bill to be recommitted, _ 
various alterations might be introduced in various clauſes ; 
this caſe it appeared to him that the bill would do good 2 8 no 
harm. 

Mr. N. VAN$SI1TTART was of the ſame opinion. 

It was then moved, that the word now be left out, and that 
the farther conſideration of the Report of the Committee be poſt- 


poned to this day fix months, which being carried, the bill Was 
thrown out. 


it 
8 
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+ Tueſday, Mareh a5. | 
The National Debt Bill, the Mutiny Bill, and the Starch Ma- 
8 Bill received the Royal Aſſent by Commiſſion. 

Lord AUCKLAND gave notice, that he ſhould bring forward 
Pie propoſitions reſpecting Divorce Bills on Wedneſday the 2d 
of — and moved that the Lords be ſummoned for that 7 
en. 


* _ 2 — — F 


» 2 — * ” nu 


HOUSE OF COMMON 8. 


Tueſday, March 25. 


| A meſſage from the Lords informed the Speaker that, his N 
and that of the Houſe was defired by the Lords to hear the Com- 
miſſion read, empowering certain Lords te give the Royal Aﬀent to 
feveral public and private bills. 

On the return of the Speaker, he informed the Houſe, that the 
Royal Aſſent had been given to the following public bills, viz. the 
National Debt Reduction Bill, the Army Mutiny Bill, the Starch 
Bill, and the Bill for repairing the Pier and improving the Port of 
Yarmouth ; as well as to ſeveral private bills. 

"M0; Rose moved for a new writ for the Borough of Weobly, 
in the county of Hereford, in the room of Inigo Freeman Thomas, 
Eſq. who has accepted the Chiltern. Hundreds. — 

Mr. Hoßhoust moved, that the ſeveral orders made on Friday 
laſt, that there be laid before this Houſe, an account of the ſalaries, 
emoluments, and expences of all public offices during the year 
1798; and alſo, an account of every increaſe and diminution 
which may have taken place in the courſe of the year 1799, in the 
falaries, emoluments, and expences of all public offices, might be 
diſcharged. —Ordered. 

He then moved, that there be laid before the Houſe, an account 
ſhewing what increaſe or diminution has taken place in the number 
and amount of the ſalaries, emoluments, and expences of all the 
public offices, for the years 1797, 1798, 1799, diſtinguiſhing 
each year. Ordered. 

The Bill for granting Bounties on the Importation of Wheat, 
Wheaten Flour, and Rice, was read a third time and paſſed, 


You. XI, C..- 
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The order of the day for the Houſe to reſolve itſelf into a Com- 
mittee of the whole Houſe to conſider of the Accounts of the India 
Company being read, 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS roſe and ſaid, that he would, as briefly 
as poſſible, ſubmit to the conſideration of the Committee the ſtate- 
ments which related to the affairs of the Eaſt- India Company, 
The accounts, he obſerved, went a year further back than he could 
have wiſhed to have laid before the Houſe, owing to the circum- 
ſtance of the accounts from India laſt year not having arrived till 
ſome time ſubſequent to the end of the ſeſſion of Parliament. He 
ſhould therefore have wiſhed for ſome further delay in this buſineſs, 
as he was of opinion that accounts would ſoon arrive which might 
conſiderably elucidate many of the articles contained in the preſent 
ſtatements : the reaſon, however, which had determined him to 
prefer the diſcharge of his duty at the preſent moment to that of 
following his inclination, was, that the accounts of the India Com- 
pany were ſo very accurate and clear, that it would not be neceſ- 
fary for him to take up much of the time of the Houſe, The 
purpoſe of his preſent courſe would be, to give merely the figures, 
with ſuch caſual explanations as might ſtrike him as neceffary in 
going over the ſeveral articles. The Committee would be pleaſed 
to obſerve, that the accounts of the different preſidencies were of 
two Kinds the one giving the value of the ſeveral articles in cur- 
rent rupees, the ſecond column the ſterling value, tending to ſhew 
the different heads of revenue charges, and eſti mates, with the greateſt 
degree of accuracy, the preſent accounts taking in three years average. 

And it was his intention to lay before the Committee the eſtimates 
of the laſt, as well as thoſe of the next year, in order to enable the 
| Public and the Houſe to judge what degree of accuracy they 

Here Mr. Dundas read as follows: 


ABSTRACT OF STATEMENTS RELATIVE TO THE AFFAIRS OF 
THE EAST-INDIA COMPANY, 1799. 
| BENGAL. 


Current Rupee, NW... _ Curr. Rups. C. Sterling. 
Ravanvus, No. 1. Average 64 6 to 


1797-8. 5,72, 69,472 . . 5,720,947 


Leſs than laſt year i 3,127,800 «+», 51,760 
No, 8. Eſtimated for 1 227 . 5,74,38,477 5,748,447 
1 ä Actual . 5,78, 27,418. 5,782,741 


— 


More than eſtimate ,  . : 3,88, 986. 5 38,894 
| — — — 


Max 


Cu AR 


CHA! 


Rx) 


En 


Caancts, No, 6, Eſtimated for 1797-8. . 62,07, 096. 


14,42,059 . + * 


K 


And the net charge for 1797-8 is 
Q2 
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Current Rupee, at 2s. Curr. Rupees. L. Sterling. 
Cnarces, No. 3. Eſtimated for 1797-8 . 3, 89, 99,910. . 8,898,991 
Actual amount 4,08, 16,599. . . . 4,051,660 
More than eſtimate... 13, 76,689... . 187,669 
Deduct exceſs of revenue from exceſs Y 
of charge, the net revenue is leſs 
. © OO AR w C2788... >. 26999 
And the net revenue of 1797-8 is. . 1,75,10,814....1,751,081 
ESTIMATES, 1798-0. 
777 . . 6, 25, 96,008 .. . . 6,259,600 
— — .. ²˙ 3,95, 28,473. . . . ,952,847 
Net revenue 2,30,67,535.. . . 2,306,758 
Revenues eſtimated more than actual, 
Ä . . . 47,08,595..... 476,859 
Charges ditto leſs than ditto... . 7,88,126.... 78,813 
Net revenue eſtimated for 1798-9 | 
more than preceding year 55, 56,721. 355,672 
| MADRAS. - 
| Pagoda, at Bs. Pagodas, C. Sterling. 
Ravexuss, No. 4, Average 1795-6 to 
1797-8, excluſive of 
. 3 45,661,889. 1,824,759 
Leſs than laſt year.... 53,308. 21,321 
Revexves, No. 6. Eftimated for 1797-8, 58,36,689.. .. 2,384,675 
Actual amount.... 48,47,377.... 1,098,950 
Leſs than eſtimate. 9,89,312.... 395,725 


- - 2,482,838 


Actual amount 62,89, 436. 2,515,774 
More than eſtimate. 82,940. 32,986 
Add exceſs of charge to deficiency —@ 
of revenue, the annual net char 
zs more than the eſtimate 10,71,652.,.. 428,661 


- $76,823 


Cm nm—— 


— a —_— 
A Ct i TAY A TO AY Tn” xp rho oyr e 


— 
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' Pagodas, . Sterling. 


PSTIMATES, 1798-9. 5 


Rxvxxuxs, No. ů ... 50, 12,488. . . 2,004,993 
TITER IE . 71,43,797.. . . 2,857,519 
Net charge 21,31,314.... $852,526 
Revenues eſtimated more than actual, 

JJ ap" FL AIR WAA , „„ Ih d08% ... C008 
Charges ditto.......ditto......... 8,54,361 — . 41,745 

Net charge eſtimated for 1798-9, | 
more than preceding yea 6,89, 255. 275,702 


Mr. Dundas, having gone through the ſeveral articles of the ac- 
counts of the Preſideney of Madras, begged the attention of the 
Committee to a few obſervations which he wiſhed to impreſs on their 
minds. It was evident, he faid, from a comparative view of the 
eſtimates and the charges in the years 1798 and 1799, that the 
Jatter had, in almoſt every inſtance, confiderably exceeded the 
former; and he aſſured the Committee, that the reaſon of this was, 
that the eſtimates were made in the beginning of the year 1798, 
when the country was in profound peace; but the increaſe of 


charges had commenced confiderably before the end of the firſt half 


of that year ; and the whole of the remainder of it, in conſequence 
of the movements and plans of Tippoo in conjunction with the 
French, had been rendered liable to the moſt expenſive preparations 
for war that had ever been known in that country. This, he ſaid, 
was the only reaſon for the difference he had alluded to; and he 
had no doubt but the great advantages which the India Company 


would hereafter derive from the happy reſult of the, war would 
abandantly overpay them for all the expences attendant thereon, 
and prove a ſource of the brighteſt praſperity to their concerns in 


India. 
: BOMBAY. 
Rupee, at 28. gd. Rupees. C. Sterling. 
Revexves, No. 7. Average 1795-6, to 1797-8, 27,60,062.. ..310,574 
More than laſt year. 76,176. . 8,569 
Revenves, No. g Eſtimated for 1797-8 BEN 28,36,450.... 319,100 
Actual amount ....:...... 90,06; 129. . . . $88,189 


More than eſtimate, EEE 1,69,679. 4» 0 19,089 


— — — 


CuaR 
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Rupee, at 28. gd. Rupees. FL. Sterling. 
CuaRrGEs, No. g. Eſtimated for 1797-8. . . 75,02, 667. . 844,050 
ꝗ6— 2 555 83,54,855. . .. 939,921 
More than eſtimate 8,52,188.... 95,871 

DeduR the exceſs of reyenue from the 

| exceſs of charge, the net charge is 
more than eſtimated..........- . . . 6, 82,509. . . . 76,782 
And net charge of 1797-8 is 53, 48,726. 601,782 

| ESTIMATES 1798- 0. 
EY. I , 8 $0,76,537....346,110 
— m 3377 ARCS —_zs 
Net charge. . . 57,83, 0 13. . . 650,589 
Revenues eſtimated more than actual, 1797-8 70,408. 7,921 
Charges. . ditto A.. $5229 
Net charge eſtimated for 1798-9, more 

than preceding year 4, 34,287 43,857 


Having gone through the ſeveral artieles of the accounts of the 
Preſideney of Bombay, the right honourable Secretary obſerved, that 
the eſtimates of the Bombay Government were as accurate as thoſe 
of any of the other Preſidencies; and he brought the accounts regu- 
larly forward, in order that the Public and the Houſe might be able 
to form a competent judgment of their accuracy. = 


BENCOOLEN and other SETTLEMENTS. 


Spaniſh Dollar, ut 35. Spa. Dol. C. Sterl. 
No. 10. Revenues of Fort Marlbro' on average, Xi 
Look, 1w 199K; £0,707.... 5,177 
Charges el 418,827. 104, 707 
— ³· mam —';¶ͤ . 99,530 
Supplies from Bengal to Marlbro', Pinang, C. Rs. | 
&c, eſtimated for 1797-8,........- 83,58, 400. 85,840 
No, 18 and 19. The actual amount was 16,32, 998. . 163,299 
" Being more 5 than eſtimated... «vc Joi $,509--. . 775405 
— 


No. 11. Supplies eſtimated for 1798-9, C 
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GENERAL VIEW. 


RESULT OF THE YEAR 1797-8 COLLECTIVELY. 


Reve! 
Revenues—Bengal. . . . C. Rs. 5,78, 27,418. . 5,782,741 | 
Madras Pag. 48, 47,377. 1,938,950 
Bombay... . Ms. I0,06,199..-... 338,189 
8,05 2888 Char 
Charges — Bengal. . . . C. Rs. 4, 03, 16,599 4,031,660 
| Madras. . . Pag. 62,89, 436. 2,515,774 
„6 989, 921 
| 7,487,355 
Net revenue of the three Prefidencies .......... 572,525 


DeduR. . . Supplies to Bencoolen, &c. C. Rs. 16,32, 993. . . 163,299 


| Remainder... .....-- 409,226 
Intereſt paid on the Debts. 
Bengal, No. 18, C. Rs. 40,88, 103. . 408,810 
Madras, . 19, Pag. 3, 68, 648. 147,458 
Bombay, . . 20, Rs. 43 23,627. 47,858 


Dec 
603,926 


Net deficiency of the territorial revenues ........ 194,700 
Deducted from 
Amount fales of imports per No. 15, c. M. 58, 28,836. 582,839 


—. COA 388,133 


is the, amount applicable to purchaſe of Inveſtments, payment | 
of Commercial Charges, &. 7 
Amount actually advanced for purchaſe of inveſtments, pay- 
ment of commercial charges, and in aid of China in- 
veſtment. 
At Bengal, No. 18, C. Rs. 1, 30, 19,683. . 1,501,908 
Madras, 19, 11006606 647,704 
Bombay, . 20, Rup. 27,38, 902 309,814 
Deneoolen, . 22, C. Rs. 704% 798. 1 20, 479 
mY | 2,479,965 


Exceed amount applicable from revenues as above. .. . . 2,091,832 


No, 22, — invoiced from India to Europe i in 1797-8, 
vich charges. . ccc 2,583,090 


3 e OG. — 
* 4 14 i”) als = ht : 3 
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GENERAL VIEW. 

RESULT OF ESTIMATES 1798-9, COLLECTIVELY. L. Sterl. 

Revenues— Bengal, C. Rs. 6, 25, 96,008. . . 6,259,000 
Madras, Pag. 50, 12,463. 2,004, 998 

Bombay, Rup. 30, 76,5387. 346,110 
Charges — Bengal, C. Rs. 3,95, 28,478. *. 3,952,847 
Madras, Pag. 72, 48,797 25,857,519 

Bombay, Rup. 88,59,5 500 996,699 

| 7,807,065 


— Q 


Net eftimated revenue of the three Preſidencies 803,638 
Deduct, ſupplies to Bencoolen, &c. C. Rs, 11,71,600 117,160 


| Remainder.... 686,478 
Deduct further 


No. 16. Intereſt on the debts... . C. Rs. 75,81,358 758,185 


Deficiency of territorial revenues 71,657 


DeduRed from 
No. 15, Eſtimated amount ſales of imports and cer- 


—. an 4+ 456 C. Rs. 63,06,750 680, 675 


The remainder 3 5 559,118 
is the amount eſtimated to be applicable in 1798-9, to the 
purchaſe of Inveſtments, Payments of Commercial Charges, &c. 

DEBT'S IN INDIA. Curr. Rup. L. Sterl. 


Amount ftated laſt year . .. 9,29, 45,394... . 9,294,539 
No. 16. Amount this year 11,03, 26,452. 11,082,645 


—— 


Increaſe 1,73,81,058 oo 1,738,106 


No. 17. Debts transferred in the year... $4,55,792,.... 345,579 


DEBTS BEARING INTEREST, 
Amount laſt ear. 7,47, 91, 626. . « 7,479,162 
Amount this year 9,93, 6,486. . 8,998,648 


Increaſe of debt bearing intereſt GOOD; . 1,454,486 


Amount of intereſt payable by. 3 | | 
accounts of laſt year. 57,07,75$.... $70,775 
No. 16. Amount of intereſt aug; by | 
accounts of this year 76,0 1,853... 758,185 
| Incenſe of intereſt 4 „ 


Fo Screen 18,13,001.... 181,860 
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ASSETS, IN INDIA. 


Conſiſting of caſh, goods, ſtores, Curr. Rup. L. Sterl. 
0 10,53, 11,453. 10,581,143 


No. 21, Ditto by the preſent ſtatements g, 92,29, 084... . 9,922,903 


» 
oo 
— 


Decreaſe of aſſets. 60, 82,419... 608,242 


Add—Decreaſe of aſſets to the 
above increaſe of debts, the 
ſtate of the Company's affairs 


in India is worle b 2,34,63, 477 2,346,348 
HOME ACCOUNTS. | 
No. 25. Aggregate amount of ſales. . . 10,315,256 
——A Ä—ͤ ͤmͥ— 4,261,855 
The exceſs on the Company's goods 
. pi ITO 3,618,244 
On private trade goods............ 425,058 
The exceſs on ſale of Dutch or neutral | 
property eo %% %%% % % „ „6% „„ „% „„ „460 218,553 
The ſales of the Confer! s goods eſtimated at... .. 6,691,327 
Actually amounted to C 8,337,066 
More than eſtimated...... 1,045,739 
"The receipts on the ſale of the Company's goods 
,, ̃ ! air ear 4o duce 5,905,927 
%%% ‚ — QõAAAA 5 7,764,404 
meupts more than W 1,858,477 
Charges and profit on private trade climartd « at. 120,000 
Na, YT ͤ„ĩöw. . 137.894 


More than eſtim aten . 17,394 


GENERAL RESULT. 
Balance at the end of the year 1798-9, n to 


eee 1,318,937 
No. 23, Actual balance was in —A: 8 Es 805,938 
Better than eſtimated. . . . « 2,124,875 


occaſioned by increaſed reeeipt on ſales, ſmaller payments on 
ſundry accounts, ſupplies to India nevertheleſs 5 and 


5 oo, oool. of Bond Debt paid off. 


No. 


No. 


Ne 


. 
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ESTIMATE 1799-1800. L. Sterl. 
l. No. 28. Receipt for ſales of Company's goods.. 75,840,528 
300 RESULT. 
m Calculating upon a ſupply to India and China to a ö 
242 large amount, and on the payment of 800,0001. 
— to the Bank: Balance againſt the Company on — 
aan. „ 565,988 
f | DEBTS AT HOME, | 3 
48 %%% > 7 or ap Ip 7,284,694 
No. 23. In March 1799. „ 7,109,762 
256 Decreaſe...... 180,992 
ASSETS AT HOME AND AFLOAT, | 
In March FTC TEES ETSaSens 13,211 5370 
n no ocec urn vomene - 17,119,028 
Increaſe..... * nn 0 
Adding the increafe of aſſets to the above decreſe 
* of debts, the ſtate of the affairs at home appear 
0 —«;«;Ü— ̃ ͤ Ts 520 4,089,190 
80 | CHINA AND ST. HELENA, 
mY "I at China laſt year againſt © NOISES POLS: 718,945 
17 No. 24. Ditto this year A — = ev4 1,073,607 
04 | Worſe this year than the laſt in China. ... $54,662 | 
77 A No books received from St. Helena fince laſt * balance was 
8 ſtated, 
)00 | , ; 
794 GENERAL COMPARISON OF DEBTS AND ian 
94 Increaſe of debts in India (oies e<.voex-0 4, FB 
Decreaſe of debts at hom „ . ꝗ . _ 180,992 
Increaſe of debts...... 1,557,174 | 
37 Decreaſe of aſſets i r e A 3's 608,242 | 
38 Increaſe of aſſets at 1558 eee e. 006% 50 
* nba 2 9,300,016 | 
— Dedutt--Balance at China worſe . WT Tn ** 
on 5 r g bono: a 
and Ar FE = Net put an. ole. 


OL. XI. 8 


—— 
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The iel of aſſets, or the i improvement of the Company's FL, Sterl. 
affairs in general, is in this view proved to amount in the 
preſent year to 
Dedut—Cargoes included in the home aſſets arrived in 


India, ſo as to form a part of the ftock there 279,653 


— — — — — 


Net improvement 1,108,527 


Mr. Dundas having gone through the whole of the figures, ſaid 
he had no doubt on his mind, but that the Committee would be con- 
vinced, as he was, from the reſults of the whole, that the affairs of 


the Eaſt- India Company were in a moſt flouriſhing and proſperous 


fituation. Whatever deficiencies might appear in affets in India, 
or in the increaſe of the debt there, it was evident that the revenues 
and fales at home ſo far exceeded what they had done in any former 

period, that the happieſt and moſt beneficial conſequences might 


ſoon be expected to reſult from them. It was not his intention to 


- treſpaſs long on the time of the Committee at preſent, The charges 
of the war, he obſerved, were not yet aſcertained ; it was highly 
probable, that thoſe expences might have increaſed the debt in In- 
dia; he ſhould, therefore, think it proper to poſtpone for ſome time 
going into any farther or general detail on the affairs of India, 
There was one point, however, to which he wiſhed to call the atien- 
tion of the Committee, It might, perhaps, be aſked, how far the 
Eaſt- India Company were warranted in keeping ſo great an inveſt- 
ment? This was a queſtion, he ſaid, which deſerved conſideration, 
and on which he ſhould beg leave to ſay a few words. He con- 
feſſed that, conſidering the great expences attending the Company's 


inveſtments in time of war, they undoubtedly might be juſtified in 
importing no more than was abſolutely neceflary. But ſhould this 


be the caſe, it would be productive of a moſt grievous, if not irrepa- 
rable injury to a great number of manufacturers of Indian fabrics, 
the ſubjects of this country, whoſe proſperity, and whoſe habits of 


daily induftry, depended almoſt totally on the encouragement and 


ſupport given to their labours and their ingenuity by the Eaſt-India 
Company. Should their capitals be injured, and their induſtry de- 
ſtroyed, for want of ſ 

would find the diſadvantage of it when they wiſhed to extend their 


inveſtment on the return, of peace. Another reaſon for not con- 
tracting the inveſtment, notwithſtanding the acknowledged great 


Expences, was, that it was productive of very important advantages 


to our manufacturers at home. The woollen manufaQures alone 


NEE by the Company amounted: to the ſum of 600,0901. He 


* 


CCG 1,388, 180 


upport in time of war, the India Company 
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allowed, that on the export of woollens, taking in the China market, 
the Company loſt about 1 2, oobl.; but would they, he aſked, be 
juſtified, in conſequence of ſuch a Rf in neglecting the encourage- 
ment of our manufactures at home to the amount of 600,000 
and of our ſubjects who are manufacturers in India to a very large 
amdunt alſo? They had better, he thought, contract their debt 
than their inveſtment. Mr. Dundas then ſhewed, that in propor- 
tion to the difficulty of raiſing money in India, merchants, gentle- 
men, officers, and others who had made fortunes in India, were 
induced to remit ſuch fortunes home, either in articles of trade, or 
in bills of exchange, which depended on the intereſt of money being 
very high or very low. Of theſe circumſtances the Eaſt-India 
Company could take advantage, and. by that means from time to 
time conſiderably diminiſh their debt. The Company would there- 
fore, he thought, act very wrong to drop any part of theit inveſt- 
ment. If there was any ſtagnation at home, indeed, the argument 
would be quite the other way ; but there was no ſuch thing. 

By an account in the years 1797 and 1798, the Company had 
extended and raiſed their affairs abroad. In the articles of exports 
for goods and ſtores, bullion, bills of exchange accepted, and trans- 
fer of Indian debt, they remitted no leſs a ſum than 2,7 69,7761. 

In the years 1798 and 1799, when there was a probability of 
their being engaged in a war with Tippoo, the Directors and the 
Board of Controul were unanimouſly of opinion, that a million 
ſterling ſhould be ſent out to India; this million ſterling had paid 
the army, and placed every department on the moſt firm and per- 
manent footing ; and yet in thoſe years the Company had ſent in 
bullion, goods and ſtores, bills of exchange accepted, and ner of 
India debt, the ſum of 3, 566,48 3L | 

In the years 1799 and 1800, in goods and ſtores, bullion, 
bills of exchange accepted, and transfer of India debt, the ſum of 
4,324, 418l. making in the whole 10, 660, 677J. 

Having ſtated thoſe particulars, Mr. Dundas ſaid, there was only 
one thing more that he had to mention: this was the article of 
ſales, which lately amounted to four millions above the eſti mate, and 
was a moſt ſtriking and ſignal proof of the proſperity of the Coun- 
try; at the ſame time he ſaid it was two or three millions more 
than in former years on the article of tea. Fhis article had not 
always been deemed a neceſſary of life; however, ſaid he, there 
may. be ſuch a thing as an artificial neceſſity. At all events, he 
ſaid, notwithſtanding all that had been ſaid by phyſicians of its noxĩ- 
dus and deleterious qualities, we had the moſt conyincing. proof. 
hat it was now become almoſt an actual neccHary of life. For 

| R 2 


124 PARLIAMENTARY 


5 


[CommMons. 


many years Government were afraid to impoſe any duty on it ; but 
from the time of the Commutation AR, the article of tea ſales had 
gone on progreſſively from 15 to 19; from that to 21; but laſt 
year it amounted to 25 millions of pounds weight. In point of 
revenue in 178 5, it was only about 324, oool. laſt year the re- 
venue amounted to 1, 410, 1171. and the duties on it to upwards 
of boo, oool. and this year we might calculate on a revenue of 
I,500,000l. on tea. Mr. Dundas begged pardon for having de- 
tained the Committee ſo long: at preſent he ſaid he was only able 
to ſtate the diſadvantages of the war; on a future day he hoped for 
an opportunity to give them a more ſplendid account ; and when 
he came to ſpeak fully and particularly of the brilliant events which 
had taken place in India, he flattered himſelf he ſhould have it in 
his power to contribute in a far greater degree both to their informa- 
tion and entertainment. Mr. Dundas then read certain reſolutions 
founded on the ſeveral ſtatements, which were agreed to. The 
Houſe was reſumed, and the Report ordered to be received to- 
morrow. 

+ The Bill for bing thoſe ſerving in Volunteer Corps for 
negleQing to take out certificates for wearing Hair Powder, went 


through a Committee of the whole Houſe, and was ordered to be 
reported to- morrow. 2 


— — — 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Wedneſday, March 26, 


* 
* 
= . * 2 * 
1 . 


£4 


Buccleugh, on attaining his majority, was introduced in full form 
(the Duke of Norfolk acting as Earl Marſhal), ſworn, and took 


his ſeat. His Lordſhip's ſupporters were Lords Amherſt and 
Walfingham. | 


+ Xt Ls 


_ HOUSE or COMMON 8. 


Wedneſday, March 26. 


| Sir WILLIAM GEARY preſented a petition from twenty- 
fever Magiſtrates acting for the weſtern diviſion of the county of 
Kent, praying that a certain bill for ereQing a new Jail in the ſaid 
divifion, now before the Houſe, be. paſſed into a law. Sir William 
ſtated the circumſtances on which this petition was founded, and 
| ho 5g object *＋ * Win of the weſtern | 
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Lord Moxracue, of Boughton, ſecond ſon of the Duke of 
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diviſion of the county to an equality of privileges with thoſe enjoyed 
by the eaſtern diviſion. The * was read, and ordered to lie 
on the table. 

Sir EDWARD KNATCHBULL preſented a counter. petition 
from certain Magiſtrates and Juſtices of the Peace acting in the 
eaſtern diviſſon of the county. He entered at ſome length into the 
merits of the ſubject; but ſaid, that he would confine himſelf to 
moving, at preſent, that the petition which he preſented might be 
read, and ordered to lie on the table. On a future occafion he 
would take an opportunity of ſupperting the petition, and the 
claims of it, againſt that which Sir William Geary had preſented. 
The petition was read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

A ſhort converſation then took place between Sir WILLIAM 
Geary and Sir EpwarD KNATCHBULL, which was interrupted 
by the SPEAKER as informal in the preſent ſtage of the buſineſs. 

It was then ordered, that the bill be read a ſecond time on Wed- 
neſday next, and that the petitioners be heard by themſelves, or by 
their counſel. 

Mr. SARGENT brought up the following Account of the quantity . 
of Copper purchaſed for the uſe of His Majeſty's Ordnance from 
the year 1 788 to 15th March 1799; — each * and 
the prices paid in each year: 


COPPER. | 

1788, Ct. qrs. Ibs. Ct. qrs. Ibs. | 
Wrought in pans. .... . at 18. 6d. per lb, 
Ditto in ſheets, hinges, £7 | 

bolts, Ke. 6 at 11d. and 1s. p. Ib. 
Ditto in ſundry ſmall at from 11d. to 28. 

. 3 N | 3d. per Ib. 
Ditto in ſmall nails... 0 0 1 .at 48. per lb. 

— - 149 3 2 

1789. | 

rought in ſundry 

TS. 7. OW 1; Bc. from 11d. to 2s. p- Ib. 
Uno i Gall nails... 2 0! 1$..co.. at 48. per Ib. 

43 1 7 

1790. 
Wrought in hoops and 

ELLE os . MP at 1028. per ct. 
Ditto in thin ſheets... - 41 0 10 . | at 18. 5d. per Ib. 
Ditto in ſundry ſmall 6 | from 11d. to 18. 6d, 

A 403 71 I . . 7 per ID. , 
Ditto in ſmall nails... 0 111 at 48. per Ib. 

: — 460 110 | 


Carried forward ,. 658 I 19 
7 1 


Carried forward, 52 2 0 4,802 2 112 | 


/ 
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— In Cwt. qrs. Ibs. 
Brought forward. 653 1 19 
Ct. qrs. Ibs. 
Wrought in hoops and 5 1 
rivets ..... Pal 222 "Þ þ i WS I at 1028. per ewt. Cake c 
Ditto in ſundry ſmall 
articles .......- be I Dill}... \ from 11d. to 2s. per lb. 1706. 
RR at 48. per lb. Wroug 
m_——— 44 3, 77 | rivet 
1792. itto 1 
Wrought in hoops and gh 
NOTION 1 at 1188. per cwt. Ditto | 
Ditto in hinges, bolts, riou 
and ſtaples 1 at 18. 4d, per lb. Ditto 
AA . at 1s. 6d. per 1b. ſpo0 
Ditto in pas. ſmall 1 11 0 60 ſ from 1s. Id. to 28. Ditto 
—— 22 | e 3d. per 1b. 
Ditto in ſmall nails. ES CG wb at 4s, per lb, Cake « 
| — 849 2 124 
1798. 1797. 
Wrought in hoops : at 1188. per cwt. 
* 1144 1308. 8d. per cwt. Wrou 
Ditto in rivets ...... AAA from 1s. 14d. to 15, Ditto 
31d, per Ib. Ditto 
Ditto in ſundry ſmall 2009 1 from 15. 14d. to 18. arti 
7% ; | 
. 10d. per 1b, ; 
Ditto in nails of va- 3 | from 1s, 34d. to 25, Ditto 
rious fizes...... _— 74d. pet lb. * 
Ditto in ſmall nails. A at 48. 41d, per Ib. Ditto 
Cake copper 1 WIR at 1108, per cwt. rio 
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The SPEAKER informed the Houſe, that he had received a 
communication from Mr. Dunn, who had compiled an Index to 
the Journals of the Houſe from the year 1774 to the year 1790, 
ſtating, that in conſequence of the approbation which the Houſe 
had given to his former works, he had been induced to continue, 
and that he had now compiled an Index to the Journals of the 
Houſe from the ycar 179 to the year 1796, which he begged 
leave to ſubmit to the Houſe, hoping that it alſo would meet with 
their approbation. The Speaker then ſaid, that he thought it pro- 
per to mention, that the general practice, to v hich the Houſe would 
probably conform, was, in ſuch caſes, to appoint a Committee to 
examine the work preſented to them, and to report to the Houſe, 

On the motion of Mr. Bxacct this Committee was appointed. 

The report of the bill for the indemnification of Volunteers who 
have negleQed to take out the licence for wearing Hair-powder, 
was brought up and read. The amendments were agreed to, and 
the bill was ordered to be ingroſſed, and read a third time to- 
morrow. - 

The order of the day for the babe; conſideration of the Re- 
port of the Committee on the Highway Act being read, 

Mr. BURDON moved, that the Reſolutions of that Committee 
be referred to a Committee of the whole Houſe. From the urgeney 
of the caſe he thought that an early day ought to be appointed, and 
on this account. he intended moving that theſe Reſolutions be re- 
ferred to ſaid Committee to-morrow. 

Mr. JOLLIFFE ſaid, that he thought the meaſure recom- 
mended by theſe Reſolutions was violent and oppreſſive : it was 
taking the power of managing the highways of the kingdom from 
bands in which it had been long inveſted, and which ſeemed moſt 
fitted for the proper diſcharge of the duty. The motion for theſe 
Reſolutions being referred to a Committee of the whole Houſe to- 
miorrow, appeared alſo to him to be a taking of the Country by 
ſurprize. It was now a praQtice generally adopted, to give ſome 
notice of all meaſures of importance which were to be brought be- 
fore the Houſe, and he ſaw no particular urgency in this meaſure 
- -toentitle it to be made an exception to the ordinary rule. 

Mr. BURDON ſaid, that the ſtate of the highways of the 
kingdom was generally known to be bad; that from the preſent 
management many of theſe evils were ſuppoſed to ariſe ; that the 

Committee to whom the ſubje&. had been referred, had turned 

their attention particularly to this part of it ; that he had joined 


in opinion with the other Members of the Committee; that he did 
not know whether ke ſhould ſucceed in drawing up any Plan for 


Marcs 26.] DEBATES. 129 


the abolition of the evils which had been found to exiſt, which 
would accord with the ſentiments of the Houſe and the Country 
but that the meaſure which he intended to propoſe, was entirely 
founded on the opinion of the Committee as expreſſed in their Re- 
ſolutions. He did not wiſh to take the Country by ſurprize; all 
that he wiſhed was, that the bill miglit be brought into ſuch a ſtate 
of forwardneſs as to allow it to be printed before the Eaſter receſs, 
and that gentlemen might have it in their power to conſider delibe- 
rately the tenor and object of the meaſure, ſo as that they might be 
prepared to expreſs their ſentiments upon it after the receſs, when 
it would again be ſubmitted to their conſideration, On this ac- 
count, he would ftill move that the Committee do meet to 
morrow. _ | 

Mr. JOLLIFFE ſaid, that the delay of a day or two could 
make no difference as to this object, and would give gentlemen a 
better opportunity of being informed of the buſineſs coming before 
the Houſe. He then moved an amendment, that Friday be ſub- 
ſtituted for to-morrow ; with which amendment the original mo- 
tion was agreed to. 

The order of the day for the Houſe going into a Committee of 
the whole Houſe on the Bill for enabling Courts of Equity to com- 
pel transfers of ſtock- belonging to ſuitors in theſe Courts, without 
making the Bank of England parties in the ſuit, being read, 

Mr. Siu kon moved, that it be an inſtrudtion to ſaid Committee, 
that they have power to receive a clauſe for extending the proviſions 
of the bill to transfers of ſtock belonging to the India Company, 
and to the South-Sea Company. —Agreed to. 

The Houſe then reſolved itſelf into a Committee; when the 
bill and clauſes to the preceding effect, were received and agreed to. 
The Report was ordered to be e to morrow. 

The order of the day for receiving the Report of the Comme 
to which the Eaſt-India Accounts were referred, was put off till 
Friday next. 

Mr. WILBERFORCE ſaid, that he wiſhed to * the atten- 
tion of the Houſe to a ſubject which had lately occupied a good 
deal of their attention, and he again brought it before them, becauſe 


he had received fome information upon it, which he was convinced 


would be intereſting to their feelings. He had received letters which 

ſtated, upon an authority which could not be controverted, that in a 

large diſtrict of the county which he repreſented, and which was in 

the habit of ſupplying in a great meaſure the capital and ſome of the, 

moſt populous and manufacturing parts of the kingdom with potatoes, 

not more than half the uſual cyltivation of that uſeful root would take 
{© 8 
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place this ſeafon. The cauſe of this was ſtated to be, that the 
ſmall farmers who had not large capitals were induced, by the pre- 
ſent high price of potatoes, to ſell what in other circumſtances they 
- would have reſerved for ſeed. Beſides this, many poor perſons 
who uſed to plant about half an acre of potatoes every year, would 
this-year be prevented:from doing it, becauſe they could not pay the 
exorbitant price for the feed, nor get it upon credit, when there was 
ſuch a demand. To remedy, this evil, he would move: —| Here 
Mr. Wilberforce was interrupted by the Speaker, who informed 
Him that it was not regular to make any motion without having 
given a previous notice. — Mr. Wilberforce ſaid, he thought that 
the ſubject having already been fo long under the conſideration of 
_the. Houſe, would have ſuperſeded the neceſſity of this form, eſpe- 
cially as it was of importance that any meaſures relating to this 
fubjeQ ſhould. be ſpeedily adopted. 

The SyEAKER infiſted upon the neceſſity of the form WY 
el with. 

Mr. W1LBERFORCE then moved for leave to bring in a bill to. 
morrow for the encouragement of the cultivation of potatoes. 

The SegAKER ſtated, that leave could not be granted for the 
introduction uf a bill under this title, as a bill under the ſame title 
had already been diſpoſed of by the Houſe, and remained for their 
Pauken 110 

While Mr, Wilberforce was writing out another title to tix 
vin. 

The SPEAKER ſaid, that he was not aux that the preſent cir- 
cumſtapees had occurred; becauſe they gave him an opportunity of 
ſuggeſting to gentlemen the great inconveniences which ariſe from 

affixing too general titles to bills, and the propriety of making them 
more preciſe. For inſtance, there was not a gentleman in the 
Houſe who would not vote for the encouragement of the culture of 
potatoes. But they might not feel themſelves at liberty to ſupport 
ſome particular mode which might be ſuggeſted for granting this 
*encouragement., A bill under this general title had already been 
Aiſpoſed of by the Houſe this ſeſſion, and it was well known that no 
onlradictory or claſhing, bills could be paſſed under the ſame title 
gering che ſame ſeſſion. The preſent, circumfiance, alſo ſhewed the 
neon eſjienee which, frequently aroſe from ſuch, general. titles being 
uſed. He therefore hoped that gentlemen would in future be; carc- 
aft e yoke! the; titles; of, their bills, more: precio.) I 414 
Mr. WiukE REH ben moved for ſeave to bring; in a hillito 
| veg; eee ann af chr Non 
3 3 
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rates to the purchaſe of potatoes, which ſhall be given to, the poor for 


the purpoſes of planting. 
Leave was granted. 


Thurſday, March 27: 1. - 


Mr. DoveLas moved the order of the day for the Houſe to go 
into a Committee on the Bill to enable Bifhops and other Eecleſiaſ- 
tical Dignitaries, to grant Leaſes on certain Eeeleliaſtical LG 
under certain proviſions. 


The bill paſſed the Committee, an the Report was ordered 0 
be received to-morrow. 

Mr. Brace brought up the Report from the Committee tr 
the pay and cloathing of the Militia for 1800, which was read, 
and ordered to be laid upon the table. 

He then brought up the Report of the Bill to enable fultsis FR 
the Courts of Equity to compel the transfer of ſtock, without mak- 
ing the Governors and Directors of the Bank parties 9 1 
was received, and ordered to be engroſſed. [AY 

Mr. LONG ſaid, that he roſe for the poste of Worin for 
leave to bring in a bill to enable the Lords Commiſſioners of the 
Treaſury to ifſue Exchequer Bills to a limited amount on the etedit 
of ſuch aids and ſupplies as have been granted for the yeat 1800. 
This new regulation which he was about to propoſe,” was ocea- 
ſoned by the difficulties which the "holders of 2 Exchequef Bills 
felt from various acts of Parliament now ſubſiſting, which confined 
the payment of them to certain aids alone: Tue meaſure! which 
he had now to propoſe, would remove” that  diffieulty, and be at- 
tended with the additional beneficial effect of lowering the intereſt 
bf the ſaid bills; for he would propoſe,” that they ſhould be' raiſed 
not on the ſums paid into the'Exchequer' under any ſpeeifie Heads, 
but upon the whole of the alds and Tupply in general. A regula- 
tion of this nature would not only tend to eſtabliſh a more regular 
ſyſtem in the payment of theſe bills; but it would alſo have the 
advantage of diminiſhing the iuteteſt upon them, ' which muſt 
R no ſmall ſaving to the public.” Mr. Long concluded by mov- 

That leave be given to bring in à bill to enable the Lords 
Comm iſhoter of the Preaſuty to ĩſſue Exchequer Bills to a limited 
amount on the eredit of ſuch aids and ſupplies as may be granted | 
by Parltathient' for the year 180 on old 

Mr. HOBHOUSE!roſe,” not 'to"objeR' to'glving leave” to bring 
"int the bil proposed 65 the honourable gentleman; but to obſerve, 

that 9 would have beet more DAT to have given 
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ſome notice of a motion which appeared to. involve in it a queſtion, 
of much importance. He made no doubt that the object of: the. 
propoſed meaſure was a good one; but proper time. 1 be 
allowed gentlemen to inquire into its merits, 

The SPEAKER obſerved, that notices of that nature were ra- 
ther matter of practice than of form, and were ſeldom very ſtrictiy 
attended to, but when ſomething novel and unexpected was to be 
propoſed. There was nothing new in what regarded the iflue of 
Exchequer Bills in general, though the making the whole of the 
aids and ſupplies reſponſible for them, might juſtly be regarded as 
2a variation from the eſtabliſhed cuſtom. It was for the Houſe 
to decide if any notice was neceſſary on the preſent occaſion. 

Mr. LONG affured the .honourable gentleman that the only 
reaſon. why he did not think it neceſſary to give any previous notice 
of the: motion was, that the advantages attending it ſeemed to him 
to be ſo obvious, that the bare mention of them was ſufficient to re- 
commend the meaſure to the Houſe and the Public. 

After a few words in explanation from Mr. Hobhouſe, leave 
was given to bring in the bill. 

Mr. Loxs Tae to the Houſe, by His Majeſty's com- 


A paper, intituled, « Amount of Exchequer Bills raiſed on the 
credit of the aid and contribution granted for the proſecution of. the 
war, per Act 38 Geo. III. cap; 16, and on the duties of cuſtoms 
on goods imported and exported granted per AQ 38 Geo. IIL cap. 
76, outſtanding and undiſcharged ; and of the ſums remaining in 
the Exchequer, and eſtimated to be received applicable to the pay- 
ment thereof ; 7 and alſo, J. i S 

A paper, intituled, © Amount of Exchequer Bills raiſed on the 
credit of. the duties on Income granted per AQ 39 Geo. III. cap. 
I'3, outhanding and undiſcharged; and, of the, duties on Income 
3 the Exebequer, and the eſtimated ſums remaining to 

clved, applicable . the payment thereof; * and alſo, 

SY 55 account of monies dvanged:: fort Public Services from the 
_ Civil Lift (not being, part of che ordinary expenditure of the Civil 

LiRt).and which have, not been replaced by Parliament, ſpecifying 
the general heads of ſervice, for, which, agy of the ſaid monies were 


IM 700 the x hl, . 1 m OR 9 e head re- 
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Means ; io 10 it Was 188 intention to. . ſo! 1 for 
rpyiag the deficiencies of — which had already uded 
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to in the general ſtatement, and alſo: — 3 
the growing produce of the oanſoliĩdated funds 
The. Land- Tax Commilianure —_ Bill went through a 
Committee. iT 
Mr. ROSE brought up a bill to — nod ned the AR of 
the:36thoft His preſent Majeſty, ſot the better regulation of Mills: 
He would now propoſe, that this bill ſhauld be read a firſt time g 
that it ſtiould be read a ſeeond timt, and committed to- morrow, in 
order that the blanks ſhould; be filled up, and then that it ſhould: bo 
printed: and as the bill was extremely new and important, he 
begged to be underſtood when he ſaidj\that he wiſhed it ſnould not 
be precipitated through the Houſe, as it would be printed for the 
purpoſe of informing all the country, and obtaining the opinions 
of various gentlemen on it. Whatever amendments it ſhould re- 
ceive, he would propoſe that the bill ſnould then be recommitted 
with them, and the opinion of the Houſe! taken on it. He would, 
therefore, move, "That it ſhould i be» nom read a firſt time, in 
order to be read a ſecond time and committed to- morrow; 1 
was done and ordered accordingly. | u and 03 T3. 
Mr. Ros then brought in the bill to regulate the Pries. ans 
Aſſize-of Bread, which was read a firſt, and ordered to be = 
ſecond time to morrow.. + \ >. bolg 10 sg . 
The ArroRN EY GENIRAL ks died Lifrods Lankabs 
ter Gaol, praying. Relief. on che ſurrendetitg . Wa 
ordered to be laid n 7 13910979 beg botrogent 2 00 At , 
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The Loxp CHANCELLOR; the Archbiſhop of CAxTEK Bun, 
and Earl of Le1cesTER, empowered by virtue of His Mijelty' 
commiſſion, having furnmoned the attendante of the Commor | 
gaye the royal afſent to the Bunk Charter Bl. 

Lord THURLOW, previous to che order of the day dene re 
for hearing Counſel on the third reading of the Aberdeb Uu Setbet 
Bill, withed to draw the attention'of the Hoſt tö that bilk W 
which, in the Report of the Cömtmittee, there dick nör; * 
ſufficient grounds. The inquiries inſtituted, ſeemed to is 
Raly inſt gnificant ; * and however friendly he md be' to the in. „ 

from the manner in which it was privately reprefentod ts lui Fe a 
could not, as a Member of Pätliament, givk 'Welfe co an fi 
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ſtatements. It ſeemed to be laying the heavy hand of power upon 
priv itz property, and enabling the Magiſtrates and Corporation of 
Aberdeen to take 30,0001. belonging to others, in ordet to make 
a greater intereſt of it than the bill would allow to be made by the 
real proprietors. Before this was done, the Houſe ſhould inquire 
who thoſe Magiſtrates and Corporators were, and what profits they 


meant to receive from the money to be depoſited in the Bank of 


Edinburgh. Their Lordſhips were ſufficiently alive to any anim« 
adverſions made upon their proceedings elſewhere : and their in- 
tegrity, as well as the honour of their character, called upon them 
not to proceed further in the meaſure, till it ſhould be more fully 
inquired into; for which puren he moved that the bill be re- 
committed. 

Lord AUCKLAND defended the bs and ig of 
the bill, and vindicated the conduc of the Committee to whom it 
was referred. He would not anticipate, he ſaid, what would be 
more ably advanced by the Counſel then attending below in ſupport 
of the meaſure ; but Gmply obſerve, that what the noble and 
learned Lord advanced; was merely allegation, He had not even 
attended the Committee. He averred, that the meaſure received 
the moſt patient and minute inveſtigation in the Committec, and 
that all the evidence brought forward by the oppoſers of the bill 
was duly conſidered. The order for the hearing of Counſel Was 
made purſuant to the entreaty of thoſe perſons ; and as he thought 
no farther delay neceſſary, he ſhould * the motion for the re- 
commitment of the bill. | | 

Lord TnhuRLOW ſpoke i in explanation. 

A deſultory converſation, then took place between Lords Thun. 
Low, CARNARVON, and the LORD CHANCELLOR, which chiefly 
turned upon the point, of order whether the bill could be re- com- 
mitted after the Counſel were heard on the preſent ſtage of the bill. 

The Earls of KN NOUI. and Firs ſpoke in defence of the 
bill; and the latter particularly vindicated the proceedings of the 
Committee. to which the bill was referted. 

„Their Lordſhips then divided upon Lord Thurlow's motion 
that the bill be re. committed, when, there appeared for that pro- 
ceeding, 173 Againſt it, 21, Majority 4. 

Counſel were then called and heard at confiderable length. MI. 
Ag dam on the part of the petitibners againſt the bill, and Mr, Gras 
ham on behalf of i its ſupporters. 3 ei e T 

[The prominent feature in the peine of the Bill, ſeemed ta 
be, that a new avenue or entrance was propoſed. to be made;tq 


the city of Aberdeen, twelve hundred yards. of , which was to be 
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8 B 


Mench 28.) 


accompanied with a ſpace of ground of fifty feet deep at each ſide, on 
which houſes were to be built, and for which a fund vas to be raiſed 
to remunerate the proprietors of the land propoſed to be taken, who 
were compellable to part with the ſame according to the node of 
valuation preſeribed by the bill; and the overplus of the re aue fo 
created, was to veſt in the Corporation of Aberdeen. T he praprie- 
tors were to be indemnified principally by the mode of Feuus, which, 
is in the nature of what in the Engliſh law are termed Ground 
Rents. ] | 


After the Counſel had withdrawn, the queſtion for the third 


reading of the bill was put, on which | 

Lord Viſcount SYDNEY roſe, and ſpoke in terms of decided 
hoſtility to the meaſure. After what had pafled, he had little 
hopes of ſucceeding againſt the bill. But he thought it was ſet- 
ting a dangerous precedent to paſs ſuch a bill ; and, he contended, 
that it wag the firſt inſt nee of the Legiſlature's paſſing an act of 
the kind, and conſenting to a plan by which the property taken from 


individuals conſtituted the fund or revenue from which the proprie- 


tors were to he indemnified for what was taken from them. 
The LORD CHANCELLOR left the woolſack. He took 


a ſhort view of the arguments for and againſt the bill, and was en- 
tirely of opinion that. the principle of it was the ſame as that of ſeve- 


ral bills paſſed by Parliament. No one could feel more fincere 
reſpect for the rights of private property than he did; but in the 
preſent inſtance private property was not to be vivlated ; for the 


Corporation of Aberdeen was ready to give a liberal compenſation, 


and therefore no real loſs could be fuſtained by private individuals. 
It had been contended at the bar, that the Corporation did not act 
fairly in taking private property, to raiſe from it a revenue for exc- 
cuting their public works; but the fact appeared to be, that that 
body was in the firſt" inſtance to give the full equivalent for the 
ground on which they were to build; and if afterwards they ſhould 
let ſuch grounds for an incfeaſed rental, that eould be no gri vance 
of which any one had a right to complain. His Lord 11 
mentioned ſeveral inſtances in which a ſimilar proceeding was 


adopted by corporations, and even by individuals; as in the caſes of 


the Corporations of London and'of Newcaſtle, the former when 
opening the paſſage to T'emple- Bar from the Strand, and the latter 
in eertaim improvements carried on at Newcaſtle ſome years 480. 
The ſame principle too was adted upon by the late Duke of New 
eaſtle, wWher buitding"ofi lots of land belonging to him in Londbn. 


His Lordthip'concligded by declating his àpprobation of the bin. 


heb #49 now rend à third time and Paſſed. to 0319 5." 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
| Friday, March 28. 


Sir J. W. AxDERSON brought in a bill. for further aid to 
widen the entrance into the city at Temple-Bar. Read a firſt 
time. | 

Mr. Lox moved for leave to bring in a bill to increaſe the 
Rates of Subſiſtence to Publicans on whom Soldiers are billeted. 
Leave given. 

An account of the Intereſt of Money due to the Bank, and the 
expences of drawing the Lottery laſt year, were preſented. 

Mr. JOHNSTCXE took the oaths and his ſcat for n in 


the room of Mr. M. A. Taylor. 


The Report of the Bill for extending the time for the redemp- 
tion of the Land Tax, was brought up and agreed to. 
| Ordered to be read a third time on Monday next. 

The Bill to allow Courts of Equity to compel a transfer of 
ſtock without making the Governor and Company of the Bank of 
England parties thereto, was read a third time and paſſed, 

Sir F. MOLYNEUX, being introduced into the Houſe, ſaid, 
that he was directed to require the immediate attendance of the 
Houſe of Commons in the Houſe of Peers. The Speaker, with a 
number of Members, having gone up, reported, on his return, that 


His Majeſty's affent had been given by commiſlion to the Bank of 


England Three Millions Loan Bill. 

Mr. BxacGt brought up the Report of the Bill for appointing 
Commiſſioners of the Land Tax. Ordered to be read a third 
time on Mondav. 

Mr. VANSITTART ſtated the progreſs which the Committee 
had made in the ſtate of the Britiſh Herring Fiſhery. The Com- 
mittee had brought down certain reſolutions, and were ordered to 
bring in a bill purſuant to the ſame ; but, on farther conſideration, 
they found that it was neceffary to enlarge their views of the ſub- 
ject, in order to obviate ſome difficulties which would ariſe in the 
progreſs of it, and which had not been foreſeen at the tiche. A per- 
fon, on whoſe fidelity, attention, and experience they could depend, 
was ſent to take a view of thoſe fiſheries; and as he was on his 
return with a maſs of information, the chaiſe broke down, by which 
he received much bodily injury. He hoped, however, that it was 


not too late in the ſeſſions to bring this buſineſs before the Houſe. 


He theicture moved, “ That a Committee be appointed to inquire 
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into the ſtate of the Herring Fiſhery, and to — their opition 
thereupon to the Houſe.” e. 

Sir W. YOUNG faid that he wiſhed this inquiry might be ex- 
tended to the Corniſh Pilchard Fiſhery ; and that means might be 
adopted to promote the home conſumption of ann which were 
now chiefly ſent to the Mediterranean. 

Mr. VANSITTART replied, that it was his intention, as 
ſoon as the buſineſs of the Herring Fiſhery was diſpoſed of, to move 
that an inquiry be made into the ſtate of the Pilehard, Maekarel, 
and Turbot fiſheries carried on upon various parts of the evaſt. 

A Committee was then appointed for the purpoſe moved for. 

Mr. WILBERFORCE wiſhed to know whether the honour- 

able mover's intention was that the inquiry might lead to a more 
plentiful ſupply of herrings, &c. during the preſent year ? ' 
Mr. VANSIT TART ſaid he could not then precifely aſcertalr 
how far this object could be ſerved by the Committee for which he 
had moved, or how ſoon the effects of the meaſures nee to be 
brought forward would operate. | 

The bill for the better regulation of Mills, el that for t- 
ing the Aſſize and Price of Bread, were read a ſecond * and 


— — —— hy 


——b — — — 


committed for Wedneſday next. 


Mr. Srxachxv (according to del er from the Com- 
mittee of the whole Houſe, to whom it was referred to confider of 
the ſeveral accounts and papers, which ere preſented to the Houſe, 
upon the 3d day of February laſt, by Mr. Owen (from the Di- 
rectors of the Eaſt-India Company) the reſolutions which the 
Committee had directed him to report to the Houſe ; which he read 
in his place, and afterwards delivered in at the table, where the 
ſame were read and agreed to by the Houſe, and are as _ 
low, viz. : 
* Reſolved, That it appears that the annual revenues ey te 
Eaſt-India Company, in the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and 
Oriſſa, and from Benares and Oude, under the heads of mint er | 
coinage duties, poſt-office collections, Benares revenue, Oude'ſybs'  ' 
fidy, land revenues, police taxes, cuſtoms, ſales of ſalt and opium, | 
and ſtamp duties, amounted, on the average of three years, 1795-6 
to 1797-8, both incluſive, to the ſum of five erote ſeventy-twWÜu 
lacs ſinty- nine thouſand four hundred and ſeventy- two cutrent 
rupeeaie s es bas „ ein At 10:13 40, N B $451 03 Ay D 
'4. Refolvedy That detain that the annual revenues of the 
EaftvIndia\Companyyin the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriſſa, 
and from Benares and Oude, under the ſame heads which were 
eſtimated ſot tho qa 99 to amount to five erote ſeventy · four 
Vol. XI. 1 
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lacks thirty-cight thouſand four hundred and ſeventy- ſeven current 
rupees, amounted to five crore ſeventy- eight lacs twenty-ſeven thou. 
4and four hundred and thirteen current rupees. 
<< Reſolved, That it appears, that the charges incurred by the 
Eaſt. India Company, in the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriſſa, 
and in Benares and Oude, under the heads of civil, judicial, mili- 
tary. and marine, the charges of buildings and fortifications, of 
colleQiing the revenues and cuſtoms, and the advances and charges 
on account of falt and opium, and the charges of the ſtamp office, 
which were eſtimated, for the year 1797-8, at three crore eighty. 
nine-Jacs thirty-nine thouſand nine hundred and ten current ru- 
pees, amounted to four crore three lacs fixteen thouſand five * 
drod and nincty- nine current rupees. 

* Reſolved, That it appears, that the annual revenues of the 
Eaft-India Company, inthe provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriſſa, 
and from Benares and Oude, under the heads of mint or coinage 
duties, poſt-office collections, Benares revenue, Oude ſubſidy, land 
revenues, police taxes, cuſtoms, the receipts from the ſales of ſalt 
and opium, and the ſtamp duties, for the year 1798-9, are efti- 
med, by the Governor-General and Council, to amount to the 
ſum. of fix crore - lacs ninety-fix thouſand and eight 

eurrent rupees. 

„ 4 Reſolved, That it appears, that the Haas to be defrayed by 
the Eaft-India Company, in the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and 
Oriſſa, and in Benares and Oude, under the heads of civil, judi- 
cial, military and marine, the charges f buildings and fortifica- 
tions, of collecting the revenues and cuſturas, and the advances and 
charges on account of ſalt and opium, and the charges of the ſtamp 
office, for the year 1798. 9, are eſtimated by the Governor- Gene- 
ral and Council to amount to the ſum of three crore ninety- five 
lacs twenty-eight thouſand four hundred and feventy-three current 
rupees. - 
« Reſolved, That it appears, that the- annual revenues of the 
Eaſt-India Company, at the Preſidency of Fort Saint George, and 
the ſettlements ſubordinate thereto, and in the Carnatic and nor- 
thern - eircars (excluſively of Ceylon) under the heads of mint or 
coinage duties, poſt- office colleQions, fea and land cuſtoms, ſubſi- 
dies from the Nabob of Arcot, the Rajah of Tanjore, and the 
Nizam, land revenues, and farms and licences, amounted, on the ave- 
rage of three years, 1795-6 to 1797-8, both inclufive, to the ſum 
of forty-five lacs ſixty- one thouſand eight hundred and cighty-tbree 


3 


„ 
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% Reſolved, That it appears, that the annual revenues of the 
Eaft-India Company, at the Prefidency of Fort Saint George, and 
the ſettlements ſubordinate thereto, and in the Carnatic and northern 
circars, under the heads of mint or coinage duties, poſt-office col - 
leRions, ſea and land cuſtoms, ſubſidies from the Nabob of Arcot, 
the Rajah of Tanjore, the Nizam, land revenues, and farms and 
licences, which were eftimated, for the year 1797-8, to amount to 
fifty-eight lacs thirty-ſix thouſand fix hundred and eighty nine pa- 
godas, amounted to forty-eight lacs forty-ſeven 2 three hun- 
dred and ſeventy- ſeven Pagodas. 

« Reſolved, That it appears, that the 8 ineurred ah the 
Eaft-India Company, at the Preſidency of Fort Saint George, and 
the ſettlements ſubordinate thereto, and in the Carnatic and northern 
Circars, under the reſpective heads of poſt- office, civil, military, 
and revenue charges, and for buildings and fortifications, ' which 
were eſtimated, for the year 1797-8, to amount to fixty-two' lacs 


ſeven thoufand and ninety-fix pagodas, amounted to fixty-two lacs 


eighty-nine thouſand four hundred and thirty-fix pagodas. 
“ Reſolved, That it appears, that the annual revenues of the 


Eaſt- India Company, at the Preſidency of Fort Saint George, and 


the ſettlements ſubordinate thereto, and in the Carnatic and nor- 
thern Circars, under the heads aforeſaid, for the year 1798-9, are 
eſtimated by the Governor and Council of Madras to amount to- 
fifty lacs twelve thouſand four hundred and eighty-three pagodas. 

% Reſolved, That it appears, that the annual charges to be de- 
frayed by the Eaſt-India Company, at the Prefidency of Fort Saint 
George, and in the Carnatic and northern Cirears, under the re- 
ſpective heads aforeſaid, in the year 1798-9, are eſtimated by the 
Governor and Council of Madras to amount to the ſum of ſeverity-' 
one lacs forty-three thouſand ſeven hundred and ninety-ſeven pa- 
godas, 

« Reſolved, That it appears, that the annual revenues of the 
Eaſt- India Company, at the Preſidency of Bombay, and the ſettle- 
ments ſubordinate thereto, amounted, on an average of three years, 
1795-6 to 1797-8, both incluſive, to the ſum of twenty- ſeven 
lacs ſixty thouſand fix hundred and fixty-two rupees. 


* Reſolved, That it appears, that the annual revenues of the 
Eaſt- India Company, at the Preſidency of Bombay, and the ſettle- 


ments ſubordinate thereto, which were eſtimated, for the year 


1797-8, to amount to twenty-eight lacs thirty-ſix thouſand four 


hundred and fifty rupees, amounted to thirty lacs fix thouſand one. 
hundred and twenty-nine rupees. 
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« Reſolved, That it appears, that the charges incurred by the 


Eaſt- India Company, at the Prefidency of Bombay, and the ſettle. 


ments ſubcrdinate thereto, which were eſtimated for the year 
1797-8, to amount to ſeventy-five lacks two thouſand fix-hundred 
and fixty-ſeven rupees, amounted to eighty-three lacs fifty · four 
thouſand eight hundred and fifty-five rupees. 

„ Reſolved, That it appears, that the annual revenues of the 
Eaſt-India S at the Preſidency of Bombay, and the ſettle- 
ments ſubordinate thereto, for the year 1798-9, are eſtimated by 
the Governor and Council of Bombay to amount to thirty lacs 
ſeventy-fix thouſand five hundred and thirty-ſeven rupees. 

% Reſolved, That it appears, that the annual charges to be de- 
frayed by the Eaſt-India Company, at the Preſideney of Bombay, 
and the ſettlements ſubordinate thereto, in the year 1798-9, are 
eſtimated by the Governor and Council of Bombay to amount 
to eighty-cight lacs fifty-nine thouſand five hundred and fifty 
rupees, | IP 

% Reſolved, That it appears, that the annual revenues of the 
Eaft-India Company, at the Prefidency of Fort Marlborough, and 


amounted, on an average of three years, 1795-6 to 1797-8, 


both incluſive, to twenty thouſand ſeven hundred and feven Spaniſh 
dollars, 


+ Reſolved, That it appears, that the debts owing by the Eaſt. 


India Company, at the ſeveral ſettlements in India, amounted, on 


the 3oth April 1798, to the ſum of eleven crore three lacs twenty- 
fix thouſand, four hundred and fifty- two current rupees. 

© Reſolved, That it appears, that the part of the aforeſaid debts 
bearing intereſt amounted to eight crore ninety-three lacs thirty-fix 
thouſand four hundred and cighty-fix current rupees, and that the 
intereſt thereon. amounted to ſeventy-five lacs eighty one thouſand 
three hundred and fifty-three current rupees. 

«©, Reſolved, That, it appears, that the value of affets in India, 
conſiſting of caſh in the Treaſuries, of bills receiveable, of goods 
provided 30 be: ſhipped for England, of goods imported to be. ſold 
ig India, of ſalt, opium, &c. and of ſtores for uſe, or ſale, amounted 


on goth April 1798 (including current rupees, five crore fifty- 


even; lacs eighty Four thouſand five hundred and fifty-one of debts 
ſtated ta he pwing do the Company there), to nine crore ninety-two 
lacs twenty · nine thouſand and thirty- four current rupees. 


„ Reæſalved, That it appears, that the balance of ſtock againſt 
the Eaſt-India Company's aer, in ne amounted, on the 


its dependencies, ariſing from. cuſtoms, farms, and licences, 
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zoth April 1798, to the ſum of one million A thouſand 
fix hundred and ſeven pounds. 

% Reſolved, That it appears, that the debts owing by the Eaſt- 
India Company in Great Britain, (including nine hundred and 
forty-fix thouſand nine hundred and thirty-four pounds of debts 
transferred from India), amounted, on 1 March 1799, to ſeven 
millions one hundred and three thouſand ſeven hundred and _ 
two pounds, 

« Reſolved, That it appears, that the effects of the Eaſt- India 
Company in England, and afloat outward, contiſting of annuities, 
caſh in the Treaſury, goods fold not paid for, goods unſold, car- 
goes afloat, and other articles in their commerce, amounted, on 1ſt 
March 1799, to the ſum of ſeventeen millions one hundred and 
nineteen thouſand ſix hundred and twenty-eight pounds. 

4 Reſolved, That it appears, that the ſales of the Eaft- India 
Company's geods which, in February 1793, were eſtimated on an 
average to amount to four millions nine hundred and eighty- eight 
thouſand three hundred, pounds, amounted, in the year 1798-9, to 
the ſum of cight millions three hundred and thinty-feven thouſand 
and ſixty-ſix pounds.” 

The Committee of Supply, and of Ways and Means, were de- 
ferred to Monday next. 


Monday, March 3 T. 


The SPEAKER informed the Houſe, that there had been 2 


petition preſented from the freemen of the city of Canterbury, com- 


plaining of an undue eleGion ; but that the petitioners had not 


entered into the recognizances required by law for proſecuting their 
complaint ; on which account he gave notice that the order of the 
day for hearing their petition be diſcharged. 6. 

A new writ was directed to be iſſued for the election of a burgeſs 
to ſerve in Parliament for the borough of Windſor, in the room of 
the Honourable R. Fork GrEviLLE, Eſq. who had accepted the. 
office of groom of His Majeſty's bed-chamber, 

The Innkeepers' Allowance Bill was read a firſt time. 

Mr. BURDON roſe, and obſerved on the expediency of adopt- 
ing certain regulations reſpecting turnpikes, as connected with the 
bill for the improvement of the highways ; and, after complaining 
of ſome. miſrepreſentations of the Reſolutions of the Houſe on this 
ſubject, he moved, 


« That the Report of the Committee on the Highway Laws 


be taken into conſideration on Thurſday the 8th of May next.“ 


Qrdered, 
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A petition was preſented from the ſubſcribers to the Veterinary 
College, praying for parliamentary relief; which, after a ſhort 
converfation between nl WILLIAM Gm and Mr. Piri, was 
brought up. ; 

The. Land-Tax Extenſion Bill was read a third time and 
paſſed. 

On a motion of Mr. Chancellor P1TT the Houſe reſolves uſelf 
into a Committee of Supply, when ſeveral papers which had been 
preſented to the Houſe were referred to the ſaid Conn} Mr. 
Bracce in the chair. 

Mr. Chancellor Pi then, after t a few, li obterea- 
tions, moved the following Reſolutions, which were cu put 


and agreed to: 


© Reſolved, That a ſum not exceeding two millions five hun- 
dred and fix thouſand two hundred and fifty pounds be granted to 


His Majeſty, to pay off the Exchequer Bills raiſed on the credit of 


an act made in the laſt Seſſion of Parliament, for granting certain 
duties on income, and which are now outſtanding. 

«« Reſolved, That a ſum not exceeding one million ſeventy-nine 
thouſand ſeven hundred and forty pounds be granted to His Majeſty, 
to pay off the Exchequer Bills raiſed on the credit of an act made 


in the 38th year of the reign of his preſent Majeſty, for granting 


an aid and contribution for the proſecution of the war ; and of 
another act made in the ſaid 38th year for granting duties of 


euſtoms on goods imported and exported, and which are now out- 


ſtanding. 

{© Reſolved, That a ſum not exceeding three millions five hun- | 
dred thouſand. pounds be granted to His Majeſty for paying off and 
diſcharging the Exchequer Bills, made out by virtue of an act made, 
in the laſt Seſſion of Parliament, intituled, An AR for raiſing 
the ſum of thiee millions five hundred thouſand pounds; by Loans or 
Exchequer Bills, for the ſervice of the Fcar 1799,” and charged 
upon the firſt aids to be granted in the next Seſſion of Parliament. 

% Reſolved, That a ſum not exceeding one million nine hundred 
and fourteen thouſand pounds be granted to His Majeſty, for paying 
off and diſcharging the Exchequer Bills, made out by virtue of an 
act made in the laſt Seſſion of Parliament, intituled, ** An AQ for 


enabling His Majeſty to raiſe the ſum of three millions for the 


uſes and purpoſes therein-mentioned,” and charged upon the firſt 
aids to be granted in the next Seſſion of Parliament. 

<« Reſdlved, That a ſum not exceeding fix hundred thirty-three 
thouſand one hundred and ſeventy-fix pounds fifteen ſhillings and 
hx-pence halfpenny be granted to His Majeſty for intereſts on ſundry 
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Exchequer Bills, made out by virtue of ſeveral acts of the 37th, 
38th, and 39th years of the reign of his preſent Majeſty: 


„ Reſolved, That a ſum not exceeding one hundred fixty-three - 


thouſand three hundred fixty-eight pounds thirteen ſhillings and ten- 
pence be granted to His Majeſty, to make good the ſums paid for 
diſcount on prompt payments of the Loan and Lottery,” granted for 
the ſervice of the year 1799. 


« Reſolved, That a ſum not exceeding thirty-nine thouſand fix 


hundred ſeventy-five pounds thirtcen thillings and ten-pence be 
granted to His Majeſty, for paying intereſt due to the Governor and 
Company of the Bank of England, on the fum of five hundred 
fixty-one thouſand three hundred three pounds nine ſhillings and 
two-pence to the third day of W 1799, on which day the 
faid principal was diſcharged. 

« Reſolved, That a ſum not exceeding” fifteen thouſand nine 
hundred and ſeven pounds two ſhillings and eleven-pence be granted 
to His Majeſty, to make good the money paid to the Bank of Eng- 
land for receiving the contributions to the Loans and Lottery for the 
ſervice of the year 1799. a 

Reſolved, That a ſum not exceeding two thouſand three hun- 
dred and thirty-cight pounds nineteen ſhillings and four-pence be 
granted to His Majeſty, for defraying the expences incurred for pro- 
ſeeutions relating to the coin for the year 1799. 

“ Reſolved, That a ſum not exceeding twelve thouſand pounds 
be granted to His Majeſty, to make good the charges of preparing 


and drawing the Lottery granted for the ſervice of the year 19 99.- 


“ Reſolved, That a ſum not exceeding one thouſand eight hun- 
dred and five pounds nine ſhillings be granted to His Majeſty, to 
make good the money paid to John Farhill, Eſq. ſecretary to the 
commiſſioners for the reduction of the national debt, for ſalaries of 
the officers, and incidental expences of the ſaid: commiſſioners. ''! 

| © Reſolved, That a ſum not exceeding thirteen thouſand ſeven 
hundred and ſeventy-nine pounds be grantad to His Majeſty, ſor 
His Majeſty's ſecret: ſervice abroad, for the year 17997 over and 
above the <ftimated ſum granted by Parliament for thut ſervice. 

Reſolved, That a ſum not exeseding iſu voii thouſand pounds 
be granted to His Majeſty, towards 2 
or to be incurred for repairs at the Ning's Benoh priſouu. 


*© Reſolved, That a ſum not ene eee be 


granted to His Majeſty towards defraying the:expence to be incurred 
for hap Police-office in Wapping for the year 4800. 1515/5" 


© Reſolved, That a ſum not exceeding eiglit thouſand pounds 


i 1 a — 
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be granted to His Majeſty for defraying the charge of printing the 
Journals of the Houſe of Commons, of printing and delivering the 
Votes, and for printing Bills, Reports, and other Papers, by order 
of the Houſe of Commons, for the year 1 800. 

*« Refolved, That a ſum not exceeding one thouſand fix hun- 
dred and nincty-ſeven pounds be granted to His Majeſty for defray- 
ing the expences attending the purchaſe of a houſe in Abingdon- ſtreet 
for depoſiting the Journals of the Houſe of Commons. 

*« Reſolved, That a ſum not exceeding three thouſand five hun- 
dred and ſeventy-five pounds be granted to His Majeſty for defraying 
the expence of the office of the Commiſſioners for American awards 
for the year 1800. 

„ Reſolved, That a ſum not exceeding five thouſand pounds be 
granted to His Majeſty for defraying the expence incurred for repairs 
at the Marſhalſea priſon. 

<« Reſolved, That a ſum not exceeding nine hundred pounds be 
granted to His Majeſty, to make good the money paid to the 
Officers of the Exchequer, for extra trouble, in making out 108 
chequer Bills. 

* Reſolved, That a ſum not exceeding ſixteen thouſand od 
be granted to His Majeſty, to make good the like ſum which has 
been iflued to Matthew Martin, Eſq. at the receipt of the Ex- 
chequer, out of His Majeſty's civil-liſt revenues, for the relief of 
St. Domingo claimants, and which has not been made good by 
© Parliament. 

4 Reſolved, That a ſum not exceeding one hundred and ſeventy- 
ſeven pounds fix ſhillings and fix-pence be granted to His Majeſty, 
to make good the like ſum which has been iſſued to Mefirs. Laurie 
and Whittle, at the receipt of the Exchequer, out of His Majeſty's 
civil-liſt revenues, for printing impreſſions of the plan of the pro- 
poſed wet docks in the port of London, and which has not been 
ee. good by Parliament. 

Reſol ved, That a ſum not exceeding three hundred and forty- 
eight pounds three ſhillings and nine-pence be granted to His Ma- 
Jeſty, to make good the like ſum which has been iſſued to George 
Roſe, Eſq. at the receipt of the Exchequer, out of his Majeſty's 
civil-lit revenues, for expences attending the Parliament Office, 
and which has not been made good by Parliament. 

„ Reſolved, That a ſum not exceeding two thouſand four hun- 
dred and cighty-two. pounds and fixteen ſhillings be granted to His 
Majeſty, to make good the like ſum which has been iſſued to 


Bernard Cobbe, Eſq. at the receipt of the Exchequer, out of His 
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\Majeſty's civil - liſt revenues, for the expence of additional elerks in 


the office of the Commiſſioners for auditing the public accompts, 
and which has not been made good by Parliament, 

« Reſolved, That a ſum not exceeding two thouſand fix hun- 
dred and forty- ſix pounds nine ſhillings and fix-pence be granted 
to His Majeſty, to make good the like ſum which has been iſſued at 
the receipt af the Exchequer, out of His Majeſty's civil. lit reve- 
nues, to pay the expence of the Public-office in Wapping, and 
which has nat been made good by Parliament. 

% Reſolved, That a ſum not exceeding one hundred and ten 
pounds ſeventeen ſhillings and nine-pence be granted to His Ma- 
jeſty, to make good the like ſum which has been ifſued at the 


receipt of the Exchequer, out of His Majeſty's civil-liſt revenues, 


to the repreſentatives of Edward Blackftack, Eſq. for completing 
the thirty-fourth volume of the manuſcript Journals of the Houſe 
of Lords, and which has not been made good by Parliament. 

« Reſolved, That a ſum not exceeding nine thouſand ſeven hun- 
dred and ſixty pounds thirtcen ſhillings asd ten pence be granted to 
His Majeſty, to make good the like ſum which hag been iſſued to 
William Chinnery, Eſq. at the receipt of the Exchequer, out of 
His Majeſty's civil-liſt revenues, to pay bills drawn from New 
South Wales, which became due in 1797, being the exceſs of the 
ſum granted for that purpoſe, and which has not been made good by 
Parliament. 
© Refolyed, That a ſum not exceeding two hundred and fifty- 
five pounds and nine ſhillings be granted to His Majeſty, to make 
good the like ſum which has been ifſued to Thomas Cotton, Eſq. 
at the receipt of the Exchequer, out of His Majcſty's civil; liſt re- 
venues, to pay a bill drawn by Seahewfe Wilſon, Eſq. from the Ifle 
of Man, to complete the pier at Douglas Harbour, and which has 
not been-made good by Parliament. 

* Reſolved, "That a ſum not excceding nine hundred pounds be 


granted to His Majeſty, to make good the like ſum which has been 
» Iſſued to William Howard, Eſq. at the receipt of the Exchequer, out 


of His Majeſty's civil-lit revenues, for the relief of Touloneſe 


Emigrants, not ineluded in the eſtimate for the year 1799, and, 


which has not been made good by Parliament. | 

© Reſolved, That a ſum not exceeding four. hundred and forty- 
eight pounds and thirteen ſhillings be granted to His Majeſty, to 
make good the like ſum which has been iſſued to Mr. Henry Net- 


tleſhip, clerk to the Grocers Company, at the receipt of the Ex+ 


chequer, out of His waer $ civil lig revenues, 1 the COIL 
-K ie þ eien V . . 4 
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publiſhing weekly the average price of Moſcovado ſugar, and which 
has not been made good by Parliament. 

< Reſolved, That proviſion be made for the pay and cloathing of 
the Militia for the year 1800. © 

4 Reſol ved, That provifion be made for making allowances to 
Adjutants, Serjeant- Majors, and Serjeants of the Militia diſem- 
bodied, in purfuance of an act of the preſent Seſſion of Parliament, 
for the year 1800.” 

The Houſe was then reſumed, and the Report ordered to be 
brought up to-morrow. 

The Houſe then reſolved itſelf into a Committee of Ways and 
Means. 

- Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that he had intended to take notice 
of the growing produce of the conſolidated fund ; but as he could 
not have the accounts accurately made up till after the quarter end- 
ing the 5th of April next, he ſhould defer what he intended to 
bring forward on that ſubject till after that period; at the ſame time 
he hoped that he ſhould be able on Wedneſday next to_bring for- 
ward certain propofitions to the Houſe. With regard to the tax 
upon income, taking the whole amount at ſeven millions, he ſhould 
now move, that from the act for granting certain duties upon in- 
come, the ſum of 5, 300, oool. be granted towards raiſing the 
ſupply voted for His Majeſty. Mr. Chancellor Pitt then faid, 
that on Wedneſday next he ſhould make a motion for leave to bring 
in a bill to render more effectual the Income Act; after which he 
ſhould move, that the bill he meant to propoſe be printed: 

He then moved, That out of the duties levied on imports and 
exports, the ſum of -$,250,0001. be granted towards making good 
the ſupplies voted to His Majeſty.” 

The Reſolutions were agreed to, and ordered to be brought up 
on Wedneſday next. | 
Mr. BAKER moved the order of the day for the ſecond reading 
of the bill for preventing the removal of caſual poor, notwithſtand- 


ing they may have received Len relief. 
The order being read, 


Mr. BAKER ſaid, that the bill would be of the utmoſt ſervice 


to thoſe induſtrious men who were generally able to .ſupport them- 
- ſelves by the fruits of their labour, but who were reduced to de- 
pend upon parochial aid from the preſent unprecedented price of 
- proviſions ; and when this was the caſe, who was there that would 
not conſent to it, although it ſhould occaſion a little additional ex- 
pence to himſelf ?- But far from being an expenſive plan, it was 
the moſt economical that could be deviſed, and would be no leſs 
| 4 
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nich advantageous to thoſe who paid poor rates, than to thoſe who were 
ſupported by them. He did not mean that every vagrant who 
g of came into a parith ſhould be maintained by'it, nor that any one 
who had not a ſettlement in a pariſh ſhould have a right to demand 
to ſupply. The only objed of the bill was, to enable the overſcers of 
em- the poor to aſſiſt thoſe whom they ſhould think deſerving, without 
ent, rendering them liable to be removed. 
Mr. ESTCOURT faid, that after the able manner in which 
be the ſubje& had been diſcuſſed by his honourable friend, he would 
confine himſelf to anſwering. a ſingle objection which had been 
and ſtarted to the bill. It was ſaid that it would do no good, as all 
thoſe who were liable to be removed, were already ſent back to their 
tice own pariſhes. But it ought to be recolleded, that many pariſhes 
uld were ſo liberal as not to act up to their powers; and that many 
nd- who had been able hitherto to ſubſiſt without relief from the pariſh 
to might before the enſuing harveſt be reduced to that neceſſity. = 
me Mr. BUXTON ſaid, it was with the greateſt reluctance that he 
or- roſe. to oppoſe the bill, as it had been brought in by one whoſe con- 
tax duct was at all times exemplary, and whoſæ motives on the preſent 
ald occaſion were of the pureſt and moſt benevolent kind; but he was 
in- convinced of its inexpedieney, and he preferred his duty to his in- 
he clination. The bill went to ſet aſide the laws of ſettlements which 
id, had exiſted from the reign of Elizabeth to the preſent time, under 
ng wich we lived happily, which our anceſtors had been anxious to 
he preſerve, and the diſſolution of which would be attended with infi- 
nite confuſion and innumerable law ſuits. The bill was particu- 
nd larly oppreſſive upon artificers, mechanics, the lower order of farm- 
od ers, and the landed. intereſt in general, and the ſmall inconveniences 


it would remove would be much more than counterbalanced by the 

evils it would occaſion. 
Mr. Chancellor PITT aid, that the bill by no means affeQted 
Ng the general law of ſettlements. It was not propoſed to cxtend the 
d- proviſions of it to the old, the; infirm, and the idle; but merely to 
thoſe who, from the preſent high price of bread, were unable to 
live upon their wages. Whether was it muſt humane, that they. 


ce / ſhould be allowed to remain where their friends and relations te- 
N- ſided, and in the place to which they had formed an attachment; or 
e- to ſend them to a diſtance, to a place where they muſt he without 
of a home, and without a friend ? Whether was it moſt expedient 
Id that they ſhould be allowed to remain where they might aſſiſt ta 
* ſupport themſelves, where there was occaſion for their ſervices, and 
a8 where they might be of uſe to the community; or to ſend them to 
ſs a place where they can find no employment, where they muſt be 
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uſcleſs members of Tociety, and where they muſt depend for their 
ſubliſtence completely on the charity of their neighbours ? 

Mr. SIMEON faid, that this bill, far from being of fervice to 
the poor, would tend to their oppreſſion ; and as he was confident 
that no clauſe could be introduced to render it expedient, he thought 
It proper to declare his diſapprobation of it before it went into a 
Committee. The bill was really quite unneceſſary, as, from its 
being ſo expenſive to remove paupers from one pariſh 'to another, 
they would ſeldom be removed, and the evil thus did not exiſt 
which the bill was calculated to remedy. It was extremely unjuſt 
to oblige a farmer to pay double, or perhaps ten times the poor 
rates he calculated upon paying when he took his farm. In great 
tou ns the act would be ſtill more oppreſſive. 

Mr. I. H. BROWNE did not ſee the bill in the light of a'com- 


pulfory one; in his opinion, it went au to un a temporary 


1 


Sir W. PULTENEY oppoſed the bill, not only as wridbcaliry, 


but even as highly dangerous, in as much as it tended to e 
idleneſs, diſſipation, and want of economy. | 


Lord SHEFFIELD ſaid, the whole of the bill was ſo incon- 
fiſtent with what was called juſt and fair in the country, that it 
would ultimately have the effect of being very unfavourable to the 
poor. There never was a moment when ſo great a degree of atten- 
tion was paid to thoſe who are in want of relief. It went greatly 
beyond what was direQed by the law, and was in a great degree 
voluntary: the country would feel the diſtruſt which was ſhewn by 
the preſent bill, and thoſe who had means of giving relief would 
be forced into a kind of hoſtility towards the poor. He ſaid, that 
the tendency of the bill was to increaſe and enforce a ſpirit of ex- 
dufion in the ſeveral pariſhes ; that at preſent a ſpirited relief at an 
enormous expence was afforded to the poor, which would ſurely be 
checked by this bill ; that-the whole ſyſtem in their favour would 
be deranged, at the ſame time that it tended to render them inde- 
pendent of charadter and induſtry ; and that manufacturing diſ- 

tricts would be ruined. His only ſatisfaction was, that, if it did 
paſs, it would not be carried into execution, but would be perfectly 
nugatory; it might take place partially, create confuſion, and do 
much miſchief. He concluded by ſaying, that as the other details 


of the bill had been ably oppoſed, he ſhould not trouble the Houſe | 


with further comments on them. 


Mr. ELLISON contended, that the bill, if paſſed, would raiſe 
| eee rather than Renee complaint, 


- 
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Mr. HOBHOUSE ſaid, that by a reference to the bill and a pa- 
tient attention to the diſcuſſion, he had endeavoured to diſcover, but 
in vain, the actual principle of the meaſure. He could not learn 
whether the operation of the bill were intended to be voluntary or 
compulſory. There were two clauſes of a contradictory tendency ; 
the one requiring the conſent of a majority of the guardians of 
the poor, and of a certain number of the inhabitants, before the 
charge of the poor of another pariſh could be fixed upon the place 
where they happened to be reſident ; the other making the relief 
of ſuch perſons abſolute and unconditional. Mr. Hobhouſe then 
read the two clauſes, and: called upon the honourable gentleman 
(Mr. Baker, whoſe motives he doubted not were humane and bene- 
volent, to declare to the Houſe more clearly the object he had in 
view. If, continued. Mr. Hobhouſe, the bill be voluntary, it is 
altogether nugatory ; for who can ſuppoſe that any pariſhes will 
take upon themſelves the maintenance of the poor belonging to 
another pariſh ? if it be compulſory, it is highly miſchievous, and 
will be attended with all thoſe bad conſequences which have been 
fo fully ſtated by the gentlemen who ſpoke early in the debate. 

Mr. BAKER ſaid, he did not mean that the bill ſhould be in 
the leaſt degree compulſory. The clauſes mentioned by the ho- 
nourable gentleman, who had fo properly and pertinently called 
upon him for an explanation, did, he acknowledged, appear to claſh, 
and in the Committee he would propoſe the introduction of ſume 
words for the purpoſe of reQifying the inconſiſtency. 

Mr. TIERNEY intended to vore againſt the bill, had it been 
of a compulſory nature. After the explanation, however, of the 
honourable gentleman (Mr. Baker) he would delay his objeQions 
till he ſaw whether the objeRionable parts might not be ſoftened 
down or wholly removed in the Committee. In the preſent diſ- 
treſsful ſtate of the country, no doubt every thing ſhould be at- 
tempted that could alleviate * hardſhips under which the poor 
now laboured. 

Mr. CRæwWE thought the vil moſt dangerous in point of inns; 
vation, 

Mr. BAKER ſpoke bs explanation. He obſerved, that the a 
would not be binding on the pariſhioners, unleſs it met with the 
ſanction of at leaſt two thirds of them. Mr. Baker alfo briefly 
noticed the different objections which had been e by differ- 
ent gentlemen. 

Mr. TIERNEY ſaid, he felt himſelf much oratified by the 
ſtatement which the honourable Member juſt made, as the pariſh 
of St. George : in the Borough would moſt. materially lader from 
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ſuch an act; and were it not for the explanation which was now 


given, he muſt, in regard to his conſtituents, whoſe rights would 


be moſt ſeriouſly hurt by it, have voted againſt it : but under ſuch 
circumftances, deſpairing as he did of any good that could ariſe 
from it, he would not oppoſe it, for fear of acting erroneouſly. He 
therefore would let it go into a mn the principle of doing 
all we can for the poor. 

Mr. HENRY THORNTON faid, that he would follow his 
honourable colleague on the ſame principle, as his objections were 
quite removed from the honourable Member's (Mr. Baker's) ex- 
planation ; hoping that whatever appeared ob jectionable would be 
in the courſe of the bill removed, and that it would receive im- 
8 in the Committee. 

Sir WILLIAM DOLBEN ſaid, that he would vote for the 
bill, not only from the good intentions of the honourable mover, 


bat from the good effects which he was well aſſured it would pro- 


duce. He had no other idea of the bill, but that of its being tem- 


porary, and ſuperſeding the eſtabliſhed law but for a ſhurt and limit- 


ed time, from which not the leaſt danger could ariſe. The incon- 
veniences ariſing from the additional burthens to be laid upon the 
pariſhes were inconſiderably trifling, when compared to the expences 


of removal. As the law now ſtood, thoſe perſons' who were not 


pariſhioners were ſubje to be vexatiouſly removed at the will of 
the overſeers, from one end of the kingdom to the other, and the 
pariſh to which they, are at laſt ſent is likely to retaliate, by ſending 
back all its ſtrange poor : and thus the expences on all fides would 
be uſeleſsly waſted, as the burthen of the poor would fall ultimately 
on the public. The bill had ſatisfied two. honourable Members 


who came inſtructed to oppoſe it, and who under conviction of the 


benefits that might accrue from i 8 had 086d honourably 'i in con- 
| an to let it proceed. 


Mr. TiERNEY replied to Sir W. Dolben, 'by declining the 
compliment the honourable Baronet had paid him. He ſaid, he 


Had received no orders from his conſtituents to oppoſe the bill, for 


if he had, he certainly ſhould have obeyed them; the contrary doc- 
trine being, in his opinion, unconſtitutional ; but he conceived, 
under this explanation, that his conſtituents themſelves muſt bo 
ſatisfied : for the preſent he would not oppoſe it, but would reſerve. 
to himſelf the right of making fuch oppoſition to it, in its further 


progreſs, as the occafion may call upon him for. 


Colonel ELFORD concurred in the bill. He ſaid. it was vo- 
luntary and compulſory ; ; it was compulſory ode on the minority 


after the majority had conſented & to it. 
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The queſtion was then put on the ſecond reading of the dill, on 
which the Houſe divided. For the bill, 21; Againſt it, 19. 

The bill was then read a ſecond time, and ordered to be com- 
mitted to-morrow. 

Mr. WiLBERFORCE moved for leave to bring i in a bill to ena- 
ble pariſh officers to apply part of the poor rates in purchaſing pota- 
toes to be diſtributed to the poor for planting, and alſo to encourage 
the cultivation of potatoes in waſte grounds, with conſent of all 

mien. 

Mr. BUXTON ſaid, that he ſhould be ſorry to ſay any thing 

in oppoſition in ſo thin a Houſe; but at preſent, he had no oppoſi- 

tion to make, becauſe the motion ſpecified with conſent of all 
ties. - 

"The bill was read a firſt time, and ordered to be read. a ſecond 

time to-morrow. 


' REPORT of the COMMITTEE on the GENERAL 
HIGHWAY ACTS. 


[ Referred to by Mr. Burdon in the foregoing Proceedings. ] 


Tax Committee appointed to take into conſideration an act 
made in the thirteenth year of the reign of his preſent Ma- 
jeſty, intituled, . An act to explain, amend, and reduce into 
one act of Parliament, the ſtatutes now in being for the 
amendment and preſervation of the public highways within 

that part of Great Britain ealled England, and for other pur- 
poſes; and alſo an act made in the thirty fourth year of the 
reign of his preſent Majeſty, intituled, ** An act for the more 
effeQuilly repairing of ſuch parts of the highways of this king- 
dom as are to be repaired by two pariſnes; and alſo another 
act made in the thirty-fourth year of the reigr' of his preſent 
Majeſty, intituled, © An act for varying ſome of the pro- 
viſions in an act of the thirteenth year of his preſent Majeſty's 
reign, reſpecting the public highways within that part of Great 
Britain called England, which relate to the performance of 
ſtatute- duty; ” and alſo an act made in the thirteenth year 
of the reign of his preſent Majeſty, intituled, . An act to 
explain, amend, and reduce into one act of Parliament, the 
general Jaws now in being for regulating the turnpike roads 
in that part of ra, Britain called England, and for other 
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bpurpoſes; and to report their obſervations, may with 
their opinion thereupon, to the Houſe ; 


Have, purſuant to the order of the Houſe, confidered the ſaid 
acts accordingly ; ; and haye dome to the following Reſolutions; : 
vice: N 
RNeſol ved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that it would 
tend to the more effectual execution of the laws for the preſerva- 
tion of the highways, if Commiſſioners were appointed, in certain 
caſes, with the ſame powers and authorities as the Juſtices of the 
Peace now exerciſe at their Special Highway Seſſions, and were to 
hold meetings within their reſpeQive limits or diviſions. 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that it 

ſhould be competent for the Juſtices of the Peace of any limit or 
diviſion, aſſembled at their Special Seffions of Highways, to apply 
to the Juſtices of the county at their next General Quarter Seſſions, 
or any adjournment thereof, by any writing under their hands, to 
appoint Commiſſioners of Highways, not being turnpikes, within 
their limit or diviſion ; and that the Juſtices at their General 
Quarter or Adjourned Seſſions ſhould appoint Commiſſioners, pro- 
vided one month's previous notice ſhall have been given by the 
Clerk of the ſaid Juſtices, in ſome newſpaper uſually circulated 
_ within ſuch county, of ſuch intended application; and in cafe it ſhall 
appear to the Juſtices at their ſaid General Quarter or Adjourned 
Seſſions, that the major part of the Juſtices, of the limit or diviſion 
ſo applying do concur in the ſaid application, 
Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that ſuch 
Commiſſioners ſhould confiſt of the Juſtices of the Peace aQing 
for ſuch limit or diviſion, together with ſuch perſons as may be 
appointed by the General Quarter Seſſions; and that they ſhould 
be required to have a proper qualification. 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that the 
Special Highway Seſſions of the Juſtices, and the meetings of the 
Commiſſioners, where Commiſſioners ſhall be appointed, ſhould be 
holden by adjournments not exceeding the ſpace of three calendar 
months. 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that the 
Clerk of the Juſtices at their Special Highway Scſlions, ſhould act 
as Clerk to the Commiſſioners, where Commiſſioners may be ap- 


pointed to meet; and that the proceedings of the Juſtices or Com- ; 


Mmiſſioners in their reſpeQive limits or diviſions ſhould be returned 
to the Clerk of the Peace nail, at the Michaelmas General 
Quarter Seſſions. | 
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Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that the 
Juſtices of the Peace at their Special Highway Seſſions, or the ſaid 
Commiſſioners, ſhould have power to appoint, at their diſcretion, 
a ſuperintending Surveyor or Surveyors, with a ſalary, for the whole 
or for any part of their limit or diviſion, proportioning his or their 
falary among the pariſhes, townſhips, or places to which he or they 
ſhall be appointed within the ſaid limit or diviſion ;- fo as that the 
faid ſalary, together with any ſalary which may be allowed to any 
pariſh or townſhip Surveyor, if any ſuch Surveyor ſhall be appointed 


with a falary, do not in the whole exceed one eighth part of a rate 


of ſix-pence in the pound, as limited by the aſt of 13 Geo. * 
8. f. 1. 

e Refolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that in 
parithes where two or more Surveyors ſhall have been appointed, 
and each has charge of the roads of a ſeparate diſtri, the whole 
pariſh ſhould be reſponſible for the whole of the roads; unleſs the 
ſeveral diſtricts ſhould have ſeparate Overſcers, and provide _ 
rately for. the maintenance of their poor. | 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that it is 
expedient that all aſſeſſments, which by the act of 13 Geo. III. 
c. 78. the Juſtices at their Special Highway Seſſions are empowered 
to charge upon the pariſhes, townſhips, or places within their limit 
or diviſion, ſhould be charged by the General Quarter Seſſions, or 
ſome adjournment thereof, upon the uſual application of the Sur- 
veyor or Surveyors of ſuch pariſhes, townſhips, or places, or of the 
Surveyor with a ſalary appointed by the Juſtices or Commiſſioners, - 
to the Juſtices at their Special Seſſions, or to the ſaid Commiſſioners 
at their mectings, and upon their certificate to the General Quarter | 
or Adjourned Seſſions, of the fame. being neceſſary. 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that the 
laws now in force are inſufficient for the removal of obſtruQions by 
inow or otherwiſe. 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this ns. * the 
Juſtices of the Peace at their Special Seſſions, or the ſaid Commiſ- 
ſioners, ſhould have power to direct the highways to be opened 
within their reſpective limits or diviſions, in caſes of obſtructions 
by ſnow, in a ſummary manner; and to order payment of ſuch 
ſums as may be expended for that purpoſe, out of any compoſitions, 
forfeitures, or rates of the pariſh, townſhip, or place where ſuch; ob- 
ſtructions may occur, provided that no ſuch order ſhould be made 
unleſs the highway ſo to be opened be an highway leading from 
market town to market town ; and-that the expences of clearing 


away the faid obſtructions. ſhould in no caſe amount to more than 
2 X 
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a ſum equal in the whole to an aſſeſſment of fix-pence in the pound 
upon ſuch: pariſh, townſhip, or place; which aſſeſſment the Juſtices 
or Commiſſioners may, by application to the next General Quarter 
Seſſions, be empowered. to levy, or may take out of the compoſi- 
tion paĩd in lieu of the ſtatute labour within ſuch pariſh, townſhip, 
or place, according to the circumſtances of the caſe. 

 Refolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that. in 
caſe of any wilful or negligent obſtruQion in any road, which may 
tequĩre ĩmmediĩate removal, the -Surveyor ſhould have power to re- 
move the ſame, at the expence of the perſon cauſing ſuch obſtrue- 
tion, without giving previous notice for ſuch removal. 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that the 
Fuſtices of the Peace at their Special Highway Seſſions, or the ſaid 
Commiſſioners, ſhould have power (on the application of the inha- 
bitants of any patiſh, townſhip, or place, within their limit or di- 
viſion, or the major part of them convened at their uſual place of 
meeting, proper notice thereof having been given) to apply to the 
General Quarter Seſſions for an aſſeſſment not exceeding annu- 
ally the rate which the Quarter Seſſions are now authoriſed to im- 
poſe, to be laid upon the faid pariſh, townſhip, or place, for a 
limited number af years; and that the ſaid Juſtices of the Peace 
at their Special Highway Seſſions, or the ſaid Commiſſioners, 
ſhould have power to borrow money upon the aſſeſſment ſo laid, for 
the repair of the highways within ſuch pariſh, townſhip, or place, 
and to appoint the perſon or perſons to u hom any moncy ſo bor- 
rowed ſhall. be entruſted; which money ſo to be borrowed the Juſ- 
tices or Commiſſioners aforefaid ſhould cauſe to be paid off by 
intalments out of the ſaid aſſeflment. 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that the 
laws now in being are inſufficient with reſpect to ſuch highways as 
are repaired rat iane tenure. 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this Sia a that the 
Juſtices of the Peace at their Special Highway Seſſions, or the ſaid 
Commiſſioners, ſhould have power to agree with ſuch perſons as 
are liable to the repair of the highways ratione tenure, for a certain 
number of years, as to the duty to be pertormed, and the ſums to be 
paid for the purpoſe of repairing ſuch highways. | 
_. Reſolved, that it is the opinion of this Committee, that in caſe 
the perſons liable to the repair of roads ratione tenure, ſhall refuſe 
or negle& to enter into an agreement with the Juſtices of the Peace 
at their Special Highway Seſſions, or with the. Con miſſioners at 
their meeting of highways, it ſhould be lawful for the ſaid Juſtices 
or Commiſſioners to preſent the ſame, with their proceedings 
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thereon, to the General Quarter Seſſions of the Ne giving at the 
leaſt ten days previous notice thereof to the perſons ſo refuſing or 
neglecting; and in caſe the ſaid perſons ſhall appear to traverſe the 
ſaid preſentment, then the ſame ſhould be tried at the General 
Quarter Seſſions, by a Jury of the Country, as to the fact of the 
propoſed agreement being reaſonable and ſuch as ought to have been 
accepted; upon whoſe verdia the Juſtices at Quarter Seſſions 
ſhould ground their order for the ſtatute work or compoſition in 
lieu of the repair ratione tenure ; which order ſhould be final and 
concluſive ; provided, that in caſe the verdict of ſuch Jury ſhall: be 
in favour of ſuch perſon fo preſented, he ſhould be allowed his rea- 
ſonable coſts and charges out of the county rates; or in caſe the ſaid 
perſons: ſhall not appear, or ſhall ſubmit to the determination of the 
Juſtices, then the ſaid agreement ſhould be thenceforth- valid and 
coneluſive; and the Surveyor or Surveyors appointed by the ſaid 
Juſtices or Commiſſioners, ſhould continue thenceforth until the 
end of the term for which ſuch agreement purports to be made, to 
require and call out the labour and compoſition of ſuch perſons: ſo 
repairing the highways ratione tenure, under the ſame provifions-and 
penalties as are in force relative to the ſtatute labour and compali- 
tion of pariſhes, townſhips, or places, by the exiſting laws. 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that it is 
expedient that the ſame powers which the Surveyor or Surveyors 
are now authoriſed to exercife, for procuring materials to repair the 
highways, ſhould be extended for the procuring of materials to repair 
highways ratione tenure ; and that in certain caſes, upon the con- 
fines of counties, ridings, limits, or diviſions, the powers of procur- 
ing materials ought to be extended and enlarged. - 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that the pro- 
viſions relative to removal of obſtructions, and alſo thoſe reſpect- 
ing the repair of highways ratione tenure, ought to be extended 
to the turnpike roads, with a power to the Commiſſioners of turn- 
pikes to apportion the expence of removing ſuch obſtructions between 
the truſt and the pariſh, townſhip, or place where "hep 50 OC- 
curred. 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that the 
rate of compoſition for ſtatute duty, as fixed by the laws now in 
being, ought to be advaneed in ſome ne to the advanced 
value of labour. | 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion | of this Committos that the 
Juſtices of the Peace at their General Quarter Seſſions ſhould have 
power to order any expences incurred by the Juſtices or Commit. 
fioners under this or the General Highway AR, by the preſentment 
X 2 
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of roads or other proceedings relative to the repair of highways, to 
be paid out of the general county rates. 


Reſelved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that the | 
reſtrictions of the General Highway AR, as to the number of horſes 
and other beaſts of draught to be uſed in waggons and carts upon 
the highways, are inſufficient. 

Reſolved; That it is the opinion of this Committee, that the 

earriage of timber trees upon the turnpike roads, during the winter 
months, ought to be ſubjected to additional tolls. 
Reſol ved, that it is the opinion of this Committee, that further 
proviſions are neceſſary for preventing the improper conſtruction of 
wheels, and the allowance of an additional number of horſes, and 
other beaſts of draught, in conſequence” of the uſe of ſuch wheels 
upon the turnpike roads. 

Reſol ved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that the act 
of 34 Geo. III. c. 74. ſhould be repealed, for the purpoſe of re- 
viving the proviſions of the act of 13 Geo. III. c. 78. reſpecting 
ſtatute labour; but that the proviſions contained in the ſaid act of 
34 Geo. III. c. 74. reſpecting labourers, and alſo reſpecting the 
exemption of certain poor perſons from payment of the rates to 
which they are liable for the "_=_— of the highways, ſhould be re- 
enacted. 5 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that it is 
neceſſary to remove certain doubts which have ariſen, as to the pe- 
nalties levied at weighing engines for over-weight, and the exemp- 
tions which have been claimed thereupon. 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that the re- 
ſtrictions which exiſt in certain turnpike acts, with reſpe& to the 
erection of gates, ought not to extend to the erection of weighing 
engines in ſuch places as the en ſhall think neceſſary upon the 
aid #574, e roads. 


Tueſday, April 1. 


A meſſage "002 the Lords informed the Houſe, that their Lord- 
Tipe had agreed to the Aberdeen Street Improvement Bill. 

Mr. BAKER brought up the bill for building a new workhouſe 
in the pariſh of St. John, Hampſtead. Read a firſt time. 

Sir WILLIAM GEARY . up the Report on the Medway 
Navigation Bill. | 

Sir Jon ANDERSON brought ub the Snow-Hill and Temple- 
An * Bill. Kead 7 a ſecond time and committed. 
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Mr. Apair brought up the Report of a bill for the beautifying 
and improving a ſpot of ground which is to form the area of Ruſ- 
ſell- Square. 

Mr. BracGe brought up the Report of the Committee ap- 
pointed to examine the Index of the Journals of the Houſe from 
the year 1790 to 1796, made by Mr. Dunn. It ſet forth, that 
the undertaking was completed with great care and {kill ; and in 
every reſpe& was calculated to anſwer the purpoſe intended. 

Mr. Ros E moved the order of the day to conſider of ſo much 
of an act of the 39th of his preſent Majeſty as related to * 
petre. 

The Houſe having gone into a Committee, 

Mr. Ros propoſed, as a reſolution, that that part of the act 
alluded to ſhould be repealed ; which was acceded to; and the 
Houſe having reſumed, the Report was brought up, and ordered to 
be received to-morrow. 

Mr. Ros then moved, that an act of the 39th of his preſent 
Majeſty ſhould be read; and that the Houſe ſhould to-morrow re- 
ſolve itſelf into a Committee to conſider on the repcal of certain 
duties on imported ſugar and coffee. Agreed. 

Mr. BRAGGE (according to order) reported from the Committes 
of the whole Houſe, to whom it was referred to conſider further of 
Ways and Means for raiſing the ſupply granted to His Majeſty, 
the reſolutions which the Committee had directed him to report to 
the Houſe ; which he read in his place, and afterwards delivered 
in at the table, where the ſame were read, and agreed to by the 
Houſe, as follows : viz. 

© Reſolved, That, out of the monies ariſing by virtue of an ad 
made in the 39th year of the reign of his preſent Majeſty for 
granting certain duties upon income, there ſhall and may be iſſued 
and applied the ſum of five millions three hundred thouſand pounds 
towards making good the ſupply granted to His Majeſty, over and. 
above the ſums neceſſary to diſcharge the intereſt of any loans which 
have been charged on the ſaid duties a by any act or aQs of Par- 
liament. 

« Reſolved, That, out of the monies ariſing by virtue of an act 
made in the 38th year of the reign of his preſent Majeſty, for grant- 
Ing certain duties on goods imported and exported, and on tonnage 
of ſhips and. vefſels, there ſhall and may be iſſued and applied the 
ſum of one million two hundred and fifty thouſand pounds towards 
making good the ſupply granted to His Majefty. © 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Wedneſday, April 2. 


The Duke of PoRTLAND preſented the following —y from 
the King : ; 


GEORGE R. 


It is with the maſi ſincere ſatisfafiom that His Majeſly finds himſelf 
enabled to communicate ie this Fuſe the joint addreſs of his Lords and 
Commons of Ireland, laying before His Majeſty certain reſolutions, 
which contain the terms propoſed by them for an entire Unim between 
the two kingdoms, His Majeſty is perſuaded that this Hauſe will 
participate in the pleaſure with which His Majeſty obſerves the con- 
formity of ſentiment manifeſted in the proceedings of his two Parlia- 
ments, after lang and careful deliberation on this moſt important ſubject; 
and he earneſtly recommends to this Houſe, u take all ſuch further ſteps 
s may beſt tend to the ſpeedy and complete execution of a work ſe happily 
begun, and ſo intereſling to the ſecurity and. happineſs of His Ma- 


Jefty's ſutjefts, and to the general flrength and proſperity of the Britiſh 
Empire. G. R. 
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His Grace then preſented, by command of His Majeſty, the 


documents referred to in His Majeſty's Meſſage; which were as 
follows: viz. 


«TO THE KING'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY, 


„The humble Addreſs of the Lords Spiritual and Tempo- 


ral, and Knights, Citizens, and Burgeſſes, in Parliament 
aſſembled. 


C MOST GRACIOUS SOVEREIGN, 

« We your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal ſubjects, the Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in Parliament affembled, 
beg leave to acquaint your Majeſty, that we have taken into our 
moſt ſerious and deliberate conſideration the great and important 

ſubject of a Legiſlative Union between Great Britain and Ireland, 
which was laid before us in his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant's 
meſſage to both Houſes of Parliament on the fifth day of February 
laſt, accompanied by the reſolutions of the two Houſes of the Par- 
liament of Great Britain, propoſing that great meaſure, and the 
earneſt and ſolemn recommendation of your Majeſty. 

« Deeply impreſſed with the neceſſity of rendering the connec- 
tion of Great Britain and this kingdom indiſſoluble, and truly ſen- 
ſible of the repeated efforts which have been made by forcign and 
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domeſtic enemies, to ſhake that connection, and to effect their en- 
tire ſeparation, we fully approve and cordially embrace the prin- 
ciple of incorporating Great Britain and Ireland into one kingdom, 
under your Majeſiy's auſpicious Government, * a complete and 
entire Union of their Legiſlatures, 

„We do conſider the reſolutions of the two Houſes of the 
Britiſh Parliament as wiſely calculated to form the baſis of ſuch 
a ſettlement ; we have adopted them as our guide in the meaſures 
we have purſued, and we now feel-it our duty to lay before your 
Majeſty the reſolutions to which we have agreed ; which reſolutions 
we humbly ſubmit to your Majeſty may form the articles of Union 
between Great Britain and Ireland, and which, if they ſhall be 
approved by the two Houſes of the Parliament of Great Britain, 
we are ready to confirm and ratify, in order that the ſame may be 
eſtabliſhed for ever by the mutual conſent of both Parliaments. 

« We doubt not that your Majeſty, and your Parliament of 
Great Britain, will conſider theſe reſolutions as the moſt unequivo- 
cal teſtimony of our zealous loyalty to your Majeſty's ſacred perſon, 
family, and government, and as an unalterable pledge of our at- 
tachment to the Britiſh empire : we offer them in the full convic- 
tion, that, by incorporating the Legiſlatures, and by conſolidating the 
reſources of the two kingdoms, we ſhall increaſe the power and 
{ability of that empire; and that by uniting ourſelves with your 
Majeſty's ſubjeAs of Great Britain, under one Parliament, and 
under one Government, we ſhall moſt effectually provide for the 
improvement of our commerce, the ſecurity of our religion, and the 
preſervation of our liberties. 

« TOHN GYER, D. Cler. Part. 
G. F. HILL, Cler. Dom. Com.“ 


Resolutions of the two Houses of the Parliament of 
Ireland, respecting a Union of the Kingdoms of 
Great Britain and F reland. | 


Die Mercurii, 26* Marti I 800. 


Reſolved, That, i in order to promote and ſecure the eſſential i in- 
tereſts of Great Britain and Ireland, and to conſolidate the ſtrength, 
power, and reſources of the Britiſh empire, it will be adviſeable to 
concur in ſuch meaſures as may beſt tend to unite the two king- 
doms of Great Britain and Ireland into one kingdom, in ſuch 
Manner and on ſuch terms and conditions as may be eſtabliſhed 
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by the acts of the reſpedlire Parliaments of Great -Dritain and 
Ireland. 

Reſolved, That, for the purpoſe of eſtabliſhing an Union upon 
the baſis ſtated in the reſolutions of the two Houſes of the Parlia- 
ment of Great Britain, communicated by His Majeſty's command 
in the meſſage ſent to this Houſe by his Excellency the Lord Lieu- 
tenant, it would be fit to propoſe, as the firſt article of Union, that 
the kingdoms of Great Britain and Ireland ſhall, upon the firſt day 
of January which ſhall be in the year of our Lord one thouſand 
eight hundred and one, and for ever after, be united into one king- 
dom, by the name of The United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland ;” and that the royal ſtyle and titles appertaining to the 
Imperial Crown of the ſaid united kingdom and its dependencies, 
and alſo the enſigns armorial, flags and banners thereof, ſnall be 
ſuch as His Majeſty by his royal Proclamation under the Great 
Seal of the United Kingdom ſhall be pleaſed to appoint. 

Reſolved, That, for the ſame purpoſe, it would be fit to propoſe, 
as the ſecond article of Union, that the ſucceſſion to the Imperial 
Crown of the faid United Kingdom, and of the dominions there- 
unto belonging, ſhall continue limited and ſettled in the fame man- 
ner as the ſucceſſion of the Imperial Crown of the ſaid kingdoms 
of Great Britain and Ireland now ſtands limited and ſettled, accord- 
ing to the exiſting laws, and to the terms of Union between Eng- 
land and Scotland. 

Reſolved, That, for the ſame * it would be fit to propoſe, 
as the third article of Union, that the ſaid United Kingdom be te- 
preſented in one and the ſame Parliament, to be ſtyled “ The 
Parliament of the United Kingdom of _ Britain and 
« Ireland.“ 

Reſolved, That, for the ſame purpoſe, it nad be fit to propoſe, 
as the fourth article of Union, that four Lords Spiritual of Ireland 
by rotation of ſeſſions, and twenty-eight Lords Temporal of Ire- 
land, elected for life by the Peers of Ireland, ſhall be the number 


to ſit and vote on the part of Ireland in the Houſe of Lords of 


the Parliament of the United Kingdom ; and one hundred Com- 
moners (two for each county of Ireland, two tor the city of Dub- 
lin, two for ie city. of Cork, one for the Univerſity of Trinity 
College, and one for each of the thirty. one moſt conſiderable cities, 


tons, and boroughs) be the number to fit and vote on the part of 


Ireland in the Houſe of Commons of the Parliament of the United 
Kingdom: that ſach act as ſhall be paſſed in the Parliament of 
Ireland previous to the Union, © to regulate the mode by which 


the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and tie Commons, to ſerve in 
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« the Parliament of the United Kingdom on the part of Ireland, 
« ſhall be ſummoned or returned to the ſaid Parliament,” hall be 
conſidered as forming part of the Treaty of Union, and ſhall be n 
incorporated in the acts of the reſpective Parliaments by which the 
ſaid Union ſhall be ratified and eſtabliſhed ; that all queſtions 
touching the rotation or eleQion of Lords Spiritual or Temporal 
of Ireland to fit in the Parliament of the United Kingdom, ſhall 
be decided by the Houſe of Lords thereof; and whenever there 


| ſhall be an equality of votes in the election of any ſuch Lords 


Temporal, the names of ſuch Peers as have an equal number of 
votes in their favour, ſhall be written on pieces of paper of a ſimilar 
form, and fhall be put into a glaſs, by the Clerk of the Parliament, 
at the table of the Houſe of Lords whilſt the Houſe is futing ; and 
the Peer whoſe name ſhall be firſt drawn out by the clerk of the Par- 
liameat, ſhall be deemed the Peer elected: that any perſon holding 
any Peerage of Ireland, now ſubſiſting or hereafter to be created, 
ſhall not thereby be diſqualified from being elected to ſerve for any 
county, city; or borough of Great Britain,'in the Houſe of Com- 
mons of the United Kingdom, unleſs he ſhall have been previouſly 
elected as above to fit in the Houſe of Lords of the United King- 
dom; but that ſo long as ſuch Peer of Ireland ſhall ſo continue to 
be a Member of the Houſe of Commons, he ſhall not be entitled 
to the privilege of Peerage, nor be capable of being elected to ſerve 
as a Peer on the part of Ireland, or of voting at any ſuch election; 
and that he ſhall be liable to be ſued, indicted, proceeded againſt, 
and tried as a Commoner, for any offence with which he may be 
charged : that. it ſhall be lawful for His Majeſty, his heirs and 
ſucceſſors, to create Peers of that part of the United Kingdom 
called Ireland; and to make promotions in the Peerage thereof, aftet 
the Union, provided that no new creation of any ſuch Peers ſhall 


take place after the Union until three of the Peerages of Ireland 


which ſhall have been exiſting at the time of the Union ſhall have 
become extin& ; and upon ſuch extinction of three Peerages, that 
it ſhall be lawful for His Majeſty, his heirs and ſueceſſors, to create 
one Peer of that part of the United Kingdom called Ireland ; and 
in like manner, ſo often as three Peerages of that part of the 
United Kingdom called Ireland ſhall become extinct, it ſhal] be 
lawful for His Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceffors, to create one other 
Peer of the ſaid part of the United Kingdom ; and if it ſhall happen | 
that the Peers of that part of the United Kingdom called Ireland, 
ſhall, by extinction of Peerages or otherwiſe, be reduced to-thg 


number of one hundred, excluſive of ſuch Peers of that part of the 


United Kingdam called: Irclang as ſhall be Pyers of Gez Bei 
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or the United Kingdom, then and in that caſe it ſhall and may be 
lawful to His Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, to create one Peer 


of that part of the United Kingdom called Ireland, whenever any 


one of ſuch one hundred Peerages ſhall have failed by extinction 
or otherwiſe ; it being the true intent and mcaning of this article, 
that at all times after the Union, it ſhall and may be lawful to His 
Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, to keep up the excluſive Peerage 
of that part of the ſaid United Kingdom called Ireland to the num- 
ber of one hundred: That if any Peerage fhall at any time be in 
abeyance, ſuch Peerage ſhall be deemed and taken as an exiſting 
Peerage, and no Peerage ſhall be deemed extinct, unleſs on default 
of claimants to the inherit:nce of ſuch Peerage for the ſpace of one 
year from the death of the perſon who ſhall have been laſt poſſeſſed 
thereof; and if no ctaim ſhall be made to the inheritance of ſuch 
Peerage, in ſuch form and 'manner as may from time to time be 
preſcribed by the Houfe of Lords of the United Kingdom, before 
the expiration of the ſaid period of a year, then and in that cafe fuch 
Peerage ſhall be deemed extinct, provided that nothing herein ſhall 
exclude any perſon from afterwards putting in a claim to the Peer- 
age fo deemed extinct; and if ſuch claim ſhall be allowed as valid, 
by judgment of the Houſe of Lords of the United Kingdom re- 
ported to His Majeſty, ſuch Peerage ſhall be confidered as revived ; 
and in caſe any new creation of a Peerage of that part of the United 
Kingdom called Ireland ſhall have taken place in the interval, in 
conſequence of the ſuppofed extinction of ſuch Peerage, then no 
new right of creation ſhall acerue to His Majeſty, his heirs or ſuc- 
_ cefſors, in conſequence of the next extintion which ſhall take 
place of any Peerage of that part of the United Kingdom called 
Ireland : that all queſtions touching the election of Members to fit 
on'the part of Ireland in the Houfe of Commons of the United 
Kingdom, ſhall be heard and decided in the ſame manner as queſ- 
tions touching ſuch elections in Great Britain now are, or at any 
time hereafter ſhall by law be, heard and decided; ſubject never- 
theleſs to ſuch particular regulations, in reſpect of Ereland, as from 
local circumftances the Parliament of the ſaid United Kingdom 
may from time to time deem expedient”: that the qualifications, in 
| reſpect of property, of the Members/ elected on the part of Ireland 
to fit in the Houſe cf Commons of the United kingdom, ſhall be 
| reſpeQively the ſame as are now 8 by law in the caſes of clec- 
tions for counties-ang citics and boroughs reſpeRtively in that part 


of Great Britain called England, untefs any other proviſion ſhall 


hexcafter be made in that reſpet by AR of Parliament of the 
W that when NIN his heirs « or ſucceſſors, 
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ſhall declare his, her, or their pleaſure for holding the firſt or any 
ſubſequent Parliament of the United Kingdom, a proclamation 
ſhall iſſue, under the Great Seal of the United Kingdom, to cauſe 
the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, who are to 
ſerve in the Parliament thereof on the part of Ireland, to be re- 
turned in ſuch manner as by any act of this preſent ſeſſion of the 
Parliament of Ireland ſhall be provided; and that the Lords Spi- 
ritual and Temporal, and Commons, of Great Britain, ſhall, to- 
gether with the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, fo 
returned as aforeſaid on the part of Ireland, conſtitute the two 
Houſes of the Parliament of the, United Kingdom : that if His 
Majeſty, on or before the firſt day of January one thouſand eight 
hundred and one, on which day the Union is to take place, ſhall 
declare under the Great Seal of Great Britain that it is expedient 
that the Lords and Commons of the preſent Parliament of Great 


Britain ſhould be the Members of the reſpedtive Houſes of the 


firſt Parliament of the United Kingdom on the part of Great 
Britain, then the ſaid Lords and Commons of the preſent Parlia- 
ment of Great Britain ſhall accordingly be the. Members of the 
reſpective Houſes of the Firſt Parliament of the United Kingdom 
on the part of Great Britain ; and they, together with the Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, ſo ſummoned and re- 
tnrned as above on the part of Ireland, ſhall be the Lords Spiritual 
and Temporal, and Commons, of the firſt Parliament of the 
United Kingdom; and ſuch firſt Parliament may (in that cafe) if 
not ſooner di ſſol ved, continue to fit ſo long as the preſent Parlia- 
ment of Great Britain may now by law continue to fit, if not ſooner 
difſulved ; and that every one of the Lords of Parliament of the 
United Kingdom, and every Member of the Houſe of Commons 
of the United Kingdom, in the firſt and all ſucceeding Parliaments, 
ſhall, until the Parliament of the United Kingdom ſhall otherwiſe 
provide, take the oaths,_and make and ſubſcribe the declaration 
which are at preſent by law enjoined to be taken, made, and ſub- 
ſcribed by the Lords and C:,nmons of the Parliament of Great 
Britain : that the Lords of Parliament on the part of Ireland, in 
the Houſe of Lords of the Parliament of the United Kingdom, 
ſhall at all times have the ſame privileges of Parliament which, 
ſhall belong to the Lords of Parliament on the part of Great Bri- 
tain; and the Lords Spiritual and Temporal reſpectively on the 
part of Ireland ſhall at all'times have the ſame rights, in reſpect 
of their ſuting and voting upon the trial of Peers, as the Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal reſpectively on the part of Great Britain; 
and that all Lords Spiritual of Ireland ſhall have rank and prece- 
| | 3 
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dency next and immediately after the Lords Spiritual of the ſame 


Tank and degree of Great Britain, and ſhall enjoy all privileges as 


fully as the Spiritual Lords of England do now, or as any other 


Spiritua Lords of England may hereafter enjoy the ſame— the right 
and privilege of fitting in the Houſe of Lords, and the privileges 


depending thereon, and particularly the right of fitting on the trial 
of Peers excepted ; and that the perſons holding any Temporal 
Peerages of Ireland, exiſting at the time of the Union, ſhall, from 
and after the Union, have rank- and prefidency next and imme- 
diately after all the perſons holding Peerages of the like orders and 
degrees in Great Britain, ſubſiſting at the time of the Union; and 
that all Peerages of Ireland, ercated after the Union, ſhall have 
rank and precedency with the Peerages of the United Kingdom ſo 


- ereated, according to the dates of their crcations ; and that all 


Peerages, both of Great Britain and Ireland, now ſubſiſting, or here- 
after to be created, ſhall, in all other reſpeQs, from the date of 
Union, be conſidered as Peerages of the United Kingdom; and 


that the Peers of Ireland ſhall, as Peers of the United Kingdom, be 


ſued and tried as Peers, except as aforeſaid, and ſhall enjoy all 
privileges of Peers as fully as the Peers of Great Britain, the right 
and privilege of fitting in the Hguſe of Lords, and the privileges 
depending thereon, and the right of fitting on the trial of Peers only 
excepted. | 


Reſol ved, That, for the ſame purpoſe, it would be fi t to propoſe, 


as the fifth article of Union, that the churches of that part of Eng- 


land called Great Britain, and of Ireland, ſhall be united into one 
church; and that, when His Majeſty ſhall ſummon a. convocation, 


the Archbiſhops, Biſhops, and Clergy of the ſeveral provinces in 


Ireland, ſhall be reſpectively ſummoned to and fit in the convoca- 
tion of the United Church, in the like manner, and ſubject to the 
ſame regulations as to election and qualification, as are at preſent 
by law eſtabliſhed with reſpe& to the like orders of the Church of 
England; and that the doQrine, worſhip, diſcipline, and govern- 
ment of the ſaid United Church, ſhail be preſerved as now by law 
eftabliſted for the Church of England, ſaving to the Church of 
Ireland all the righis, privileges, and juriſdictions now thereunto 


belonging; and that the doctrine, worthip, diſcipline, and govern- 


ment of the Cl:urch of Scotland, ſhall likewiſe be preſcrved as now by 
law and by the act of Union eſtabliſned for the Church of Scotland; 

and that the continuance and preſervation for ever of the ſaid 
Unites Church, as the eſtabliſhed Church of that part of the ſaid 
Uuited Kinggem called England and Ireland, ſhall be deemed and 
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taken to be an effential and fundamental article and condition of 
the Union. 

“ Reſolved, That, for the ſame ** it would be fit io pro- 
poſe, as the ſixth article of Union, that His Majeſty's ſubjects of 
Great Britain and Ireland ſhall, from and after the firſt day of 
January one thouſand eight hundred and one, be entitled to the 
ſame privileges, and be on the ſame footing as to encourage- 
ments and bounties on the like articles, being the growth, produce, 
or manufacture of either kingdom reſpectively, and generally i in re- 
ſpect of trade and navigation in all ports and places in the United 
Kingdom and its dependencies; and that in all treaties made by 
His Majeſty, his heirs and ſueceſſors, with any foreign power, His 
Majeſty's ſubjects of Ireland fhall have the ſame privileges, and be 
on the ſame footing, as His Majeſty's ſubjects of Great Britain: 
that from the firſt day of January one thouſand eight hundred and 
one, all prohibitions and bounties on the export of artieles the 
growth, produce, or manufacture of either country to the other, 
ſhall ceaſe and determine, and that the ſaid articles ſhall thence- 
- forth be exported from one country to the other without duty or 

bounty on ſuch export : that all articles, the growth, produce, or 
manufacture of either kingdom (not hereinafter enumerated as ſub- 
je& to ſpecific duties) ſhall from henceforth be imported into each 


country from the other free from duty, other than ſuch countervail- 


ing duty as ſhall be annexed to the ſeveral articles contained in 
the Schedule No. I. ; and that the articles hereinafter enumerated, 
ſhall be ſubject, for the period of twenty years from the Union, 
on importation into each country from the other, to the duties 
ſpectfied in the Schedule No. II. annexed to this article; viz. 


E Apparel; braſs, wrought ; cabinet ware; coaches and other 


carriages; copper, wrought ; cottons; glaſs; haverdaſhery ; hats; 
tin plates, wrought iron, and hardware; lace, gold and filver 
gold and filver thread; bullion for lace, pearl and ſpangles; milli. 
nery ; paper, ſtained ; pottery; ſaddlery; filk manutacture; 
ſtockings : = And that the woollen manufactures ſhall pay on impor- 
tation into each country, the duties now payable on importation into 
Ireland ; falt and hops on importation into Ireland, duties not ex- 
cceding thoſe which are now paid in Ireland; and coals on impor- 
tation to be ſubject to burthens not exceeding thoſe to which they 
are now ſubje& ; that callicoes and muſlins de ſabje& and liable to 
the duties now payable on the ſame, until the fifth day of January 


one thouſand eight hundred and cight, and from and after the ſaid 


day the faid duties ſhall be annually reduced-in ſuch proportions 
and at ſuch periods as ſhall hereafter be enacted, fo as that the ſaid 
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duties ſhall ſtand at ten per cent. from and after the fifth day of 
January one thouſand eight hundred and fixteen, until the fifth day 
of January which ſhall be in the year one thouſand eight hundred 
and twenty-one; and that cotton yarn and cotton twiſt ſhall alſo be 
ſubject and liable to the duties now payable upon the ſame until the 
fifth day of January one thouſand eight hundred and eight, and from 
and after the ſaid day the ſaid duties ſhali be annually reduced at 
ſuch times and in ſuch proportions as ſhall be hereafter enacted, fo 
as that all duties ſhall ceaſe on che faid articles from and after the 
fifth day of January one thouſand eight hundred and fixteen : that 
any articles of the growth, produce, or manufacture of either coun- 
try, which are or may be ſubjeQ to internal duty, or to duty on the 
materials of which they are compoſed, may be made ſubjeQ, on 
their importation into each country reſpectively from the other, to 
ſuch countervailing duty as ſhall appear to. be juſt and reaſonable in 
reſpect to ſuch internal duty or duties on the materials; and that for 
the ſaid purpoſes, the articles ſpecified in the ſaid Schedule No. I. 
ſhould upon importation into Ireland be ſubject to the duty which 
ſhall be ſet forth therein, liable to be taken off, diminithed, or increaſed, 
in the manner herein ſpecified ; and that upon the like export of 
the like articles from each country to the other reſpeQively, a draw- 
back ſhall be given equal in amount to the countervailing duty 
payable on the articles hereinbefore ſpecified on the import into the 
ſame country with the other ; and that in like manner, in future, it 
ſhall be competent to the United Parliament to impoſe any new or 
additional countervailing duties, or -to take off or diminiſh ſuch 
exiſting countervailing duties as may appear on like principles to be 
juſt and reaſonable, in reſpect of any future or additional internal 
duty on any article of the growth, produce, or manufa+ture of either 
country, or of any new or additional duty on any materials of which 
ſuch article may be compoſed, or of any abatement of the ſame ; 
and that when any ſuch new or additional countervailing duty ſhall 
be ſo impoſed on the import of any article into eicher country from 
the other, a drawback equal in amount to ſuch countervailing duty 
ſhall be given in like manner on the export of every ſuch article re- 
ſpeQively from the ſame country: that all articles the growth, pro- 
duce, or manufaQure of either kingdom, when exported through 
the other, ſhall in all caſes be exported ſubje to the ſame charges 
as if they had been exported directly from the country of which they 
Were the growth, produce, or manufacture: that all duty charged on 
the import of forcign or colonial goods into either country, ſhall, on 
their export to the other, be either drawn back, or the amount, if 
any be retained, ſhall be placed to the cregit of the country to which 
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they ſhall be ſo exported, ſo long as the general expences of the em- 
pire ſhall be defrayed by proportional contributions ; provided no- 


thing herein ſhall extend to take away any duty, bounty, or prohibi- - 


tion which exiſts with reſpect to corn, meal, malt, flour, and biſ- 


cuit ; but that the ſame may be regulated, varied, or repealed from. 


time to time as the United Parliament ſhall deem expedient. 


SCHEDULE, No. I. 


Of the Articles to be charged with Countervailing Duties upon 1 5 


portation from Great Britain into Ireland, according to the 6th 
article of Union. 
Articles to be charged with a countervailing duty in ss — 


Beer; glaſs; leather; paper, ſtained ; paper; filk ; ſpirits ; ; ſu- 
gar, refined; ſweets ; tobacco. 


SCHEDULF II. 


Of the Articles charged with the Duties ſp:cifi-d upon Importation 
into Great Britain and Ireland reſpes Stvely, according to the 6th 
Article of Union. 

Apparel ; braſs, wrought ; cabinet ware ; coaches and other ear- 
riages ; copper, wrought ; eottons, except callicoes and muflins ; 


| glaſs; haberdaſhery ; hats; tin plates, wrought iron, and hard- 
ware; lace, gold and filver ; gold and ſilver thread; bullion for 


hce, pearl and ſpangles ; millinery; paper, ſtained ; pottery; ſad- 
tery and other manufactured leather; filk manufaQure ; ſtockings. 
— Ten per cent. on the true value. 

Reſolved, That, for the ſame purpofe, it would be fit to pro- 
poſe, as the feventh article of Union, that the charge ariſing from 
the payment of the intereſt, and the finking fund for the reduction 
of the principal, of the debt incurred in either kingdom before the 
Union, ſhall continue to be ſeparately defrayed by Great Britain 
and Ireland reſpeQively : that for the ſpace of twenty years after 
the Union ſhalt take place, the contribution of Great Britain and 


Ireland reſpectively towards the expenditure of the United King- 


dom, in each year, ſhall be defrayed in the proportion of fifteen 
parts for Great Britain, and two parts for Ireland; that at the ex- 
piration of the ſaid twenty years, the future expenditure of the 
United Kingdom (other than the intereſt and charges of the debe 


. to which either country ſhall be ſeparately liable) ſhall be defrayed 


in ſuch proportion as the United Parliament ſhall deem juſt and 
reaſonable, upon a compariſon of the real value of the exports and 
imports of the reſpective countries, upon an average of the three 


years next preceding the period of - reviſion, or on a cexnpariſon of 
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the value of the quantities of the ſollowing articles eonſumed within 
the reſpecdiye countries on a fimilar average; viz. Beet, ſpirits, 
ſugar, wine, tea, tobacco, and malt; or, according to the aggregate 
proportion refulting from both theſe conſiderations combined; or, 
on a compariſon of the amount of income in cach country, eſti. 
mated from the produce, for the fame period, of a general tax (if 
ſuch ſhall have been impoſed) on the fame deſcriptions of income 
in both countries; and that the Parliament of the United Kingdom 
thall afterwards proceed in like manner to reviſe and fix the faid 
proportions, according to the ſame rules, or any of them, at periods 
not more diſtant than twenty years nor leſs than ſeven years from 
each other, unleſs, previous to any ſuch period, the United Parlia- 
ment ſhall have declared, as hereinafter provided, that the general 
expences of the empire ſhall be defrayed indiſcriminately by equal 
taxes impoſed on the like articles in both countries: that, for the 
defraying the ſaid expenoes according tv the rules above laid down, 
the revenues of Ireland ſhall hereafter conſtitute a conſolidated 
fund, upon which, charges equal to the intereſt of her debt and fink- 
ing fund ſhall in the firſt inſtance be charged, and the remainder 
ſhall be applied towards defraying the proportion of the general 
expence of the United Kingdom to which Ireland may be liable in 
each year : that the proportion of contribution to which Great Bri- 
tain and Ireland will by theſe articles be liable, ſhall be raiſed by 
{uch taxes in each kingdom reſpeQively as the Parliament of the 
United Kingdom ſhall from time to time deem fit ; provided al- 


ways, that, in regulating the taxes in each country by which their 


reſpeRive-proportions ſhall be levied, no article in Ireland ſhall te 


'Lable to be taxed to any amount exceeding that which will be there- 
after payable in England on the like article: that if at the end of 


any year any ſurplus hall accrue from the revenues of Ireland, 
after defraying the intereſt, finking fund, and proportional contri- 
bution, and ſeparate charges to which the ſaid country is liable, 
either taxes ſhall be taken off to the amount of ſuch ſurplus, or the 


ſurplus (hall be applied by the United Parliament to local purpoſes 


in Ireland, or to make good any deficiency which may ariſe in her 
revenues in time of peace, or be inveſted by the Commiſſioners of 


the rational debt of Ireland in the funds, to accumulate for the be- 


nefit of Ireland at compound intereft, in caſe of her contribution in 
time of. war, provided the ſurplus ſo to accumulate ſhall at no fu- 
ture period be ſuffered to exceed the ſum of five millions : that all 
monies hereafter to be raiſed by loan in peace or war, for the ſer- 
vice of the United Kingdom, dy the Parliament thereof, ſhall be 
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borne by the reſpeQive countries in the proportion of their reſpec- 
tive contributions; provided that if at any time in raiſing their re- 
ſpecti ve contributions hereby fixed for each kingdom, the Parliament 
of the United Kingdom ſhall judge it fit to raiſe a greater proportion 
of ſuch reſpective contributions in one kingdom within the year than 
in the other, or to ſet apart a greater proportion of ſinking fund for 
the liquidation of the whole or any part of the loan raiſed on ac- 
count of the one country, than of that raiſed on account of the 
other country, then ſuch part of the ſaid loan, for the liquidation of 
. which different proviſions have been made for the reſpective eoun- 
tries, ſhall be kept diſtinct, and ſhall be borne by each ſeparately, 
and only that part of the ſaid loan be deemed joint and common for 
the reduction of which the reſpective countries ſhall have made 
proviſion in the proportion of their reſpective contributions: that if 
at any future day the ſepallſate debt of each kingdom reſpectively 
ſhall have been liquidated, or the values of their reſpeQive debts 
(eſtimated according to the amount of the intereſt and ennuities 
attending the ſame, of the ſinking fund applicable to the reduQion 
thereof, and the period within which the whole capital of ſuch debt 
ſhall appear to be redeemable by ſuch finking fund) (hall be to each 
other in the ſame proportion with the reſpective contributions of 
each kingdom reſpectively, or where the amount by which the 
value of the larger of ſuch debts ſhall vary from ſuch proportion 
ſhall not exceed one hundredth part of the ſaid value, and if it 
ſhall appear to the United Parliament that the reſpedive circum- 
ſtances of the two countries will henceforth admit of their contri- 
buting indifcriminately, by equal taxes impoſed on the ſame ar- 
ticles in each, to the future general expence of the United Kingdom, 
it ſhall, be competent to the ſaid United Parliament to declare, that 
all future expence thenceforth to be incurred, together with .the in- 
tereſt and charges of all joint debts contracted previous to fuch de- 
elaration, ſhall be ſo defrayed indiſcriminately, by equa! taxes im- 
poſed on the ſame articles in each country, and thenceforth from 
time to time, as circumſtances may require, to impoſe and apply 
ſuch taxes accordingly ; ſubje& only to ſuch particular exemptions 
or abatements in Ireland, and that part of Great Pritain called Scot- 
land, as circumſtances may appear from time to time to demand: 

that from the period of ſuch declaration, it (hall no longer be ne- 
cefſary to regulate the contribution of the two countries towards the 
future general expences, according to any ſpecitic proportion, or ac- 
cording to any of the rules hereinbefore preſcribed ; provided ne- 
vertheleſs, that the intereſt or charges which may remain on ae: 
count of any part of the ſeparate debt with which either country is 

Vor. XI. 2 
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chargeable, ad which ſhall not be liquidated or conſolidated pro- 


portionably as above, ſhall, until extinguiſhed, continue to be de- 
frayed by ſeparate taxes in each country: that a ſum not leſs than 
the ſum which has been granted by the Parliament of Ireland, on 
the average of the laſt fix years, as premiums for the internal en- 
couragement of agriculture or manufaQures, or for the maintaining 
inſtitutions for pious and charitable purpoſes, ſhall be applied, for 
the period of twenty years after the Union, to ſuch local purpoſes, 
in ſuch manner as the Parliament of the United Kingdom ſhall 
direct: that from and after the firſt day of January one thouſand 
eight hundred and one, all public revenue arifing from the territo- 
rial dependencies of the United Kingdom, ſhall be applicd to the 
general expenditure of the empire, in the proportions of the re- 
ſpective contributions of the two countties. 
. Reſolved, That, for the ſame purpoſe, it would be fit to pro- 
poſe, as the eighth artiele of Union, that all laws in force at the 
time of the Union, and that all courts of civil and eccleſiaſtical ju- 
riſdiction within the reſpeQive kingdoms, ſhall remain as now by 
law eſtabliſned; ſubject only to ſuch alterations and regulations 
from time to time as cireumſtances may appear to the Parliament 
of the United Kingdom to require; provided that all writs of error 
and appeals. depending, at the time of the Union, or hereafter to be 
brought, and which might now be finally decided by the Houſe of 
Lords of either kingdom, ſhall from and after the Union be finally 
decided by the Houſe of Lords of the United Kingdom; and pro- 
vided that from and after the Union there ſhall remain in Ireland 
an inſtance Court of Admiralty for the determination of cauſes 
civil. and maritime only, and that all laws at preſent in force in 
either kingdom, which ſhall be contrary to any of the proviſions 
which, may be enacted by any act for carrying this article into effect, 
be, from and after the Union, repealed. 
(Signed) JOHN GAYER, D. Cler. Pail. 
G. F. HILL, Cler. Dom. Com. 


— * tt. 


Lord GRENVILLE faid, he ſhould forbear commenting on 
the great importance of the ſubject in queſtion to the general inter- 
eſt of the empire; , but ſimply propoſe an addreſs to the King, when 


every Lord preſent would ſec the propriety of immediately voting 
His Lordſhip then moved the addreſs ; which was agreed to. "Ft, 


in ſubſtance, returned the thanks of their Lordſhips for His Ma- 


jelty s moſt gracious communication z aſſured him, that they were 
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fully impreſſed with a d ue ſenſe of the great impottance of the ſub 
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ject in queſtion ; and that they would on an early day proezed to 
take the ſame into conſideration. | | : 
Lord GRENVILLE then moved, that the papers juſt read ſhould 
be printed, and their Lordſhips ſummoned for Monday the 21ſt of 
April, for the purpoſe of taking the ſubject of H's Majeſty's meſſage 
into conſideration. | N 
The bill for indemnifying members of certain Volunteer Corps 
for omitting to take out Hair-powder certificates, Was brought up 
from the Houſe of Commons by Mr. Beacce, and read a firſt 
- time. | 

The order for ſummoning their Lordſhips being now read, 

Lord AUCK LAND, purſuant to the notice he had given, roſe 
to call the attention of the Houſe to cafes of Parliamentary 
Divorce. 5 -- pr 

His Lordſhip began by expreſſing his fears, that it might be con- 
ſidered arrogint and preſumptuous in him to introduce a meaſure 
of this kind, which might have been done much better by other 
noble Lords than by himſelf. But as he had given notice on a 
former day (in conſequence of a diſcuſſion which took place in the 
Houſe on the ſubjeR) of his intention to propoſe a regulation that 
might tend to check the crime of adultery, he felt it incumbent on 
him to ſubmit it to their Lordſhips confideration. His object was, 
to bring in a bill to make it unlawful for any perſon, on account 'of 
whoſe adultery a bill of divorce ſhould be applied for in that Houſe, 
to intermarry with the perfon from whom the party might be di- 
vorced. He would not trouble the Houſe by going far back into 
hiſtory to ſhew that he was ſupported in his propoſition” by the ge- 
neral practice of antient and modern times; it was ſufficient for him 
to direct their Lordſhips attention to the ſettled praQice that had 
always prevailed, and ſtill did prevail, in Scotland, where the parties, 
after being divorced, were never permitted to marry at all. And 
ſuch alſo was the law of this country; for in the Eccleſiaſtical 
Courts, where divorces only could be obtained, no permiſſion could 
be granted to the parties 40 marry-after having been ſeparated by 
the ſentence of thoſe Courts. The party, therefore, who, had not 
off:nded had no other means of being relieved from the diſability 
he laboured under, than that of applying to Parliament for a ſpecial 
act to enable him to marry, The very wording of ſuch an act, 
therefore, proved, that no perſon could lawfully marry but the ingi- 

. vidual;who applied for it; and there would have been no occaſion | 
tor ſuch a meaſure, as that which he meant to bring forward, bad 
not-permillion. been l teln given to the offending panics to Inter 
marry, Such a practice had obtained for ſome years paſt; and 
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really believed it was, in a great meaſure, the cauſe of the nume. 
rous adulteries that now prevailed in this country. From the period 
of the reformation, until about the commencement of the 18th 
century, there were, as he could collect, only fcur cafes of Parlia- 
mentary Divorce: (this circumſtance was noticed in a ſpeech mado 
on the occaſion of the Duke of Norfolk's divorce about the year 
1700:) for the next fifty years they increaſed in no inconſiderable 
degree: but within the laſt fifty years, divorces were moſt ſeanda- 
louſly multiplied, and the circumſtance loudly called for the inter- 


' ference of the | Legiſlature. Impreſſed with this idea, a noble 
Duke (Achol) produced a bill in 1771, to the effect of that now 


propoſed, which paſſed with the almoſt unanimous concurrence of 


their Lordſhips ; but in the other Houſe it was conteſted, and 


thrown out by a ſmall majority. A fimilar bill, brought in by a 
moſt worthy and reſpectable Prelate then preſent (Durham), in 
1799, met with the like fate, though it had but a ſmall majority 
againſt it in the other Houſe, He had, however, every reaſon to 
hope, that the bill he was about to offer would not meet the ſame 
fate; and his ground for that hope was, the general feeling of 
every man that the preſent times were ſuch as loudly called for the 
meaſurc—and that nothing could tend ſo much to ſave this country 
from the ſhocks and calami ies that brought ether nations to ruin, 
as the preſervation of religion and morality. It was now univer- 
ſally felt and acknowledged, that adulterics were committed with 
a view that the adulterer might afterwards obtain the adultreſs in 
marriage; but let him be cut off from this hope, and the adultery 
might not take place. It had originally been his intention to 
bring forward this regulation in the manner of a ſtanding order; 
but he ſince found that that method, although the Houſe was fully 
competent to ade pt it, would not be ſo effectual as an aQ of Par- 


lian ent. It was his intention, ſhould the bill be received, to move 


that it thould be printed, and that the further proceedings on it 
ſhould be poſtponed 1ill after the Eaſter receſs, in order that noble 
Lords might have an opportunity of giving it the fulleſt conſidera- 
tion. And in order that nobody might be taken by ſurprize, it 


was his intention to propoſe that it ſhould not take effect till the 
end of the Scſſion of Parliament. 


His Lordſhip then p teſented a bill, which was read by the clerk, 


Intituled © An AQ for the more effeQual' prevention of the 


erime of "Adultcry.”— He then moyed, that the bill be printed, 
Ordercd. (1 JO 4 * y 59 JEL 3" 3.4” L043 / 


Lord MULGRAVE obſerved, that on the preſent cceafion he 
would occupy their Lordſhi s attention but a very few mibutes. 


— re «au 


* 
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With reſpect to the principle of the bill juſt brought in by the nol 
Lord, he could have no objectſon to it; nor could there, he con- 


ceived; exiſt any difference of opinion. When the idea was firſt 


ſtarted by the noble Lord, it had his approbation ; he thought ſuch 
a meaſure might be productive of good effects: but upon more ma- 
turely confidering the que ſiion ſince, he confeſſed his opinion was 
altered, ana he entertained ſtrong doubts whether ſuch a lepiflative 
ovifion would not evidend be productive of more iſchiet than 
benefit, Under theſe impreſſions it was that he acquainted their 
Lordſhips, that wh-n the bill came to be regularly diſcufied, he 


ſhould have occation to trouble them with his ſentiments upon che 
ſubject. 


— 
* — 


6 
* 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Wedneſday, April 2. 
Sir WILLIAM PULTENEY obſerved, that the cuſtom was, 


in general, to give notice of a motion ſome time previous to waking 
it, but the ſubjeA to which he was about to call the attention of 
the Houſe, was of a nature which he thought required no notice in 
the firſt inſtanee he alluded to the practice of Bull. batting. Seve- 
ral gentlemen who had been vitneſſes to the inconveniences which 
this ſavage cuſtom uccalioned, had come up to town for the pur- 
poſe of applying to Parliament to put a ſtop to this evil. He was 
therefore now, induced to move for leave to bring in a bill to prevent 
the practice of Bull baiting. The reaſons in favour of ſuch a mo- 
tion as this were too obvious to be detailed. The practice which it 
tended to prevent was cruel and inhuman—it drew together idle 
and diſorderly perſons—it drew alſo from their occupations many 
people who ought to be earning ſubſiſtence for themſelves and fami- 
lics by their labour—it created many diſorderly and miſchievous 
proceedings, and ſet examples of profligacy and cruelty. In ſhort, 
it was a practice which ought to be put a ſtop to. However, he 
did not wiſh that the meaſure which he was about to propoſe ſhould 
be adopted by ſurprize—the bill need not be paſſed until after the 
holidays. He then moved, © That leave be given to bring in a 
bill to prevent the practice of Bull- baiting.” 

Sir RICHARD HILL aid, that from a love of decency and 
decorum, and out of humanity to the common people, as well as 


from his duty as ? Wet, of rs he * to en, 
Motu. 
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The queſtion being put, 

Mr. BAKER ſaid, he could not entertain any doubt of the * 

priety of this motion. The practice which it was intended to put. 
an end to, was certainly a very inhuman one, and occaſioned aſſem- 
blies of very diſorderly perſons, as well as cauſed many miſchiefs ; 
and, as ſuch, it ought to be diſcouraged as much as poſſible ; but 
Bull-baiting was not the only pratice to which theſe objections 
applied: there was another, which was, in his opinion, equally 
objectionable, and therefore equally deſerving the attention of the 
Houſe ; he meant the practice of cock-fighting. He knew no 
reaſon why this pratice ſhould be ſuffered any more than Bull- 
baiting ; it was as inhuman a praQice as any that ever was ſuf- 
fered, and it produced no one good that could be named ; whereas 
the evils it cauſed were numerous and glaring. He el” there- 
fore, that gentlemen would turn their thoughts to the ſuppreſſion 
of this as well as the other practice. 

Sir JOHN WROTTESLEY aid, he underſtood that an ho- 
nourable and learned Member of that Houſe, juſtly eminent for 
his talents, had an intention of bringing in a bill to the effect that 
was alluded to by the honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt : he 
could not mention preciſely the time when the matter was to be 
brought forward; but he had reaſon to believe that the object would 
go to the effect wiſhed for by the honourable gentleman. 

The motion for leave to bring in a bill to prevent the praQice 
of Bull-baiting was then put and carried; and Sir WILLIAM 
PULTENEY and Sir RicHARD Hit were directed to * and 
bring in the ſame. s 

Mr. Rosk moved the ordet of the day for the Houſe to go into 
a Committee of the whole Houſe on the bill for better regulating 
the Price and Aſſize of Bread. . 


arne 


cordingly, 1 

Mr. ROSE aid, that the courſe he bad to 8 was, "ls the 
blanks ſhould now be filled up; that the bill, with the amendments, 
Mould be printed; that then the whole ſhould be referred toa 
Committee up ſtairs, who, after conſidering the ſubject, as un- 
doubtedly they would, with the attention which. the importance. of 
it demanded, and' who would have much Vetter ,oppoitunities of | 
doing ſo than could be afforded in in the bree ſtage e "of the. roceed-. ; 
ing, mould report "the whole; with Geir "6pini pinion, to | 6 Höck. 57 
whom the ſubjecd, thus matured, ſhould 6, Af ain con ſider ed. ie 
reaſon why ſuch a'ccurſe was propoſed was this, that ins o pv t | 


of the 3 1ſt of Geo. II. and 1 3th and 24th of Geo. III. 2 been 
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found inadequate to the purpoſes for which they were intended. It 
was propoſed, that there ſhould be regulations with, regard to theſe 
ſorts of bread, which he enumerated, merely to ſhew the general 


heads of the meaſure ; and then he propoſed to fill up the blanks. 


The LORD MAYOR ſaid, he was of opinion that this mea- 
ſure would do but little, if any thing, towards removing the preſ- 
ſure of the ſcarcity, The deficiency was a real deficiency, and the 
beſt proof of it was the preſent price of grain. That price would 
have brought it to market in abundance, if there had been an abun- 
dance of it; and the ſo bringing it to market, muſt have lowered 
the price. He was more a friend to a plan to diminiſh conſump- 
tion, than to any other regulations or interference of the Legiſla- 
ture in this matter. However, if the ſubject was to be entertained 
at all events, he was glad this courſe was to be taken; for, cer- 
tainly, a Committee above ſtairs was infinitely better than any other 
plan of proceeding. 

Mr. ROSE ſaid, he did not wiſh to be underſtood as holding out 
any great advantages as to additional ſupply from this bill; that 
was not the thing expeCted : the chief merit of this bill was ex- 
peed to be, that of providing regulations by which the bread which 
was moſt wholeſome and palatable ſhould be examined, and impo- 
ſitions upon the poor prevented. | 

The blanks were then filled up. The Houſe being reſumed, 
the Report was received immediately ; the bill was ordered to be 
printed, and the report to be taken into further conſideration to- 
morrow. | 

Sir W. PULTENEY brought up a bill for preventing the practice 
of Bull-baiting. Read a firſt time, and ordered to be read a ſecond 
time to-morrow. | 

Mr. Ros moved the order of the day for the Houſe to go into 
a Committee of the whole Houſe on the bill to explain and amend 
the act of the 36th of his preſent Majeſty, intituled © An AQ for 
the better Regulation of Mills.” | 

The Houſe having reſolved | itſelf into a Committee * 
cordingly, 

Mr. ROSE ſaid he had to propoſe to fill up the blanks, 10100 to 
purſue the ſame courſe in this as in the other bill reſpecting the 
aſſize of bread. This meaſure was founded on the deficiency of a 
bill which was paſſed. about three years ago upon this ſubject: and 
theſe proviſions were intended to be rendered more effectual. He 
would ſtate the outline of, the proviſions. It was propoſed, that 
the page ſhould annually take out a licence, which he, was to ob- 

1 the payment of a {mall fur of money. Inſpectors: were do 
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be appointed, and they were the ſame as thoſe who are already ap. 
pointed inſpectors of corn. The miller was to be bound to grind 
corn without delay. Juſtices were to regulate the price of grinding 
corn; a thing extremely neceflary, and in which there would be no 
difficulty, the operation being extremely fimple. No miller was to 
be bound to grind corn who had not been in the practice of doing 
fo. Proviſion was alſo made for exempting private mills. The 
poor alſo would be protected and ſecured from much impoſition, 
which, in a great variety uf inſtances, had taken place, to their 
great oppreſſion. The bill would alſo operate to the removal of 
ſome prejudices which were entertained againſt millers. 

The Committee then went through the bill. The Houſe being 
reſumed, the report was received immediately, and was ordered to 
be taken into further conſideration to-morrow, and then to be 
printed. | | 

Mr. W. Dunpas moved the order of the day for the Houſe 
to go into a Committee of the whole Houſe to conſider of further 
encouragement to the 4% 10m of Oats and Oatmeal into this 
country. - 8 

The Houſe went into a Committee accordingly. 

Mr. W. DUNDAS, after ſtating the neceſſity of this meaſure, 
obſerved, that the mode he propoſed to be adopted was the ſame 
as that which the Houſe had already adopted with regard to wheat. 
The reſolution he ſhould propoſe went to indemnify thoſe who im- 
ported oats againſt any loſs, and to make up the difference between 
the price of oats and 408. per quarter, &c. 

He moved a reſolution to that effect, to which the Committee 
afſented ; and the Houſe being reſumed, the report was ordered to 
be received to-morrow. 

The CHancELLoR of the ExXcH ENR brought up a meſſage 

from His Majeſty. See p. 158. 
The meſſage being read, the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
moved, that the Houſe do reſolve itſelf into a Committee of the 
whole Houſe on His Majeſty's moſt gracious meſſage, to-morrow 
fortnight. Ordered. 

The CHANCELLOR of the. Excur dux brought up copies F 
the reſolutions of the two Houſes of the Iriſh Parliament, &c. &c. 
{See p. 1 59. ] Referred to the Committee on His Majeſty's meſſage. 

The CHAnczLlIox of the ExcyxQuer moved the order of 
the day for the Houſe to reſolve itſclf into a Committee of Ways 
and Means. 

The Houſe in a Committee accordingly came to two reſolu- 


[Commons, 


tions : the one, That the charge for the pay and cluathing of the 
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Militia, for one year, be defrayed out of the land tax. The other, 
That the allowance to be made to Adjutants, Serjeant Majors, &e. 
for the ſame period, in the ſame ſervice, ſhall be defrayed out of the 
ſame fund. The Houſe being reſumed, the Report x was ordered to 
be received to-morrow, 

Mr. BAKER then called the attention of the Houſe to the Bill 
to prevent the removal of Caſual Poor, notwithſtanding they may 
have received caſual relief. He ſaid he underſſood it was admitted 
now, that this bill ought to go into a Committee again, as it had 
been yeſterday : and therefore he moved, That the bill be . 
mitted to a Committee of the hole Houſe to-morrow. 

Sir W. PULTENEY faid, he had ſeen enough of the bil to 
convince him that it was improper to proceed any farther. The 
printing it would be an expence which he thought it would be as 
well to ſave to the public, and therefore he oppoſed the motion 
once. © 

Mr. Crewe faid a few words. 

The Houſe divided — For the motion, 44; Againſt it, 35. 

The bill for indemnifying ſuch perſons ſerving in Volunteer 
Corps, as had neglected to pay the duty on wearing, Hair 9 
was read a third time, and paſſed. 


Thurſday, April 3. 


Sir WILLIAM PULTENEY moved the order of the day 
for the ſecond reading of the bill to prevent the practice of Bull- 


baiting. Sir William faid, that his plan was to propoſe, that the 


bill ſhould now be read a ſecond time, and committed, for the pur- 
poſe of filling up the blanks ; that it ſhould be reported and printed, 
that gentlemen might have an adequate idea of the bill previous to 
its further diſcuſſion, which he would propoſe ſhould: be after the 
holidays. The bill was read a ſecond time accordingly, and com- 
mitted. In the Committee Sir William propoſed filling up the 
blanks, by ſpecifying the penalty for tranſgreſſing againſt the law 
with a ſum not leſs than fifty ſhillings, and not exceeding five 
pounds, at the diſeretion of the Magiſtrate, and that the penalty 


ſhould increaſe with the repetition of the offence. Should this 


penalty be found inſufficient to reſtrain the practice, Ne 
he was of opinion, ſhould be applied to again. 

When the blanks were filled up, and the Houſe reſumed, the 
SPEAKER ſaid, it was to be . that the wy was to be re» 
committed after _ ee 
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the 21ſt of April. 
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The Report was then brought up by Mr. Dewr, as chairman 


[Commons, 


of the Committee; and, on the motion of Sir WILLIAM Pur. 


ENEV, ordered for further conſideration to-morrow fortnight, and 
to be printed alſo; which was ordered accordingly. 

Mr. Lox6 moved the order of the day on the bill for enabli 
the Lords Commiſſioners of His Majeſty's Treaſury to ifſue Ex- 
chequer Bills, &c. &c to be read ; which when read accordingly, 
he ſaid he roſe for the purpoſe of moving, that the ſaid order ſhould 
be diſcharged ; as that bill, on conſideration, appeared not fully to 
embrace the objeQ he had in view ; and he would then move for 


leave to bring in a bill that would more effeQually provide for the 


object he intended. The order was diſcharged, and he then moved 
for leave to bring in a bill To enable the Lords Commiſſioners 
of His Majeſty's Treaſury to ifſue Exchequer Bills to an amount 
to be limited, on the credit of ſuch aids or ſupplies as have been or 
ſhall be granted by Parliament for the ſervice of the year 1800.” 
Leave granted. 

The Bill was brought in, read a firſt time, and ordered to be read 
a ſecond time to-morrow. 

The Loxp Ab vocArE of SCOTLAND brought up the ew 
of the Committee for the further encouragement of the Importation 
of Oats and Oatmeal into this country ; which was read and 
agreed to. 

He then moved for leave to bring in a bill in purſuance of the 
ſaid Report. Leave granted. 

Mr. Ros moved the order for the farther conſideration of the 
Report on the better regulation of Mills ; which being read, he 
moved, that the farther conſideration ſhould be deferred to Monday 
Ordered. 

Mr. Rosx then moved the order for the farther conſideration of 


the Report of the Bill for regulating the Price and Aſſize of Bread. 


He moved that the order made for printing the ſaid bill ſhould be 
diſcharged, for the purpoſe of bringing up certain clauſes ; which 


being done accordingly, he moved that a certain number of 
copies of the bill as amended in the Committee, and on the report, 
ſhould be printed; and then recommitted to a Select Committee. 
-Ordered. 
The Select Committee was immediately nominated. 


Mr. BzaGGe moved for leave to bring in a bill- to permit the 


Importation of goods from any port in America belonging to any 


Sovereign in Europe in amity with His Majeſty, in neutral bottoms. 
Leave granted. 


Mr. Rosk moved the order for the third reading of the bill to 
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appoint Commiſſioners to put in execution an act for granting cer- 
tain duties on penſions, offices, and perſonal eſtates ; which was read 
accordingly, and paſſed. It was then ordered to the Lords. 


Mr. BAKER moved the order of the day for the Houſe to reſolve // 


itſelf into a Committee on the bill for preventing the removal of 
the caſual poor, notwithſtanding they might have received parochial 
relief, On the queſtion for the Speaker leaving the chair, 

Mr. ELLISON faid he felt himſelf in a diſagreeable fituation 
in riſing to oppoſe the Speaker's leaving the chair. No man poſſeſſed 
a higher opinion of the motives of the honourable mover than he 
did, and no man could feel greater pain in differing from him than 
he did, as he was ſure he acted from the pureſt motives. Should this 
meaſure ſucceed, he was afraid it would occafion much abuſe. The 
principle led to the burthening of one claſs for the relicf of another; 
and it was material to recolleQ, that we ſhould not paſs bills fo 
ſuch purpoſes. The practice of increaſing the poor Jaws would 
produo? the effect of reducing the higher into the lower elaſſes, and 
affect ſtill further perſons whoſe children can ſcarcely get bread. 
Such a bill as the preſent will tend to encourage an idle, inſolent, 
and independent ſpirit, which is incompatible with good practices, 
as an idle man is very rarely a good man. Had he but this ohjee- 
tion to the bill, it would be ſufficient to make him give his oppo- 
fition to it. Much had been put down to the account of general 
ſearcity for the paſſing of this law. But the neceſſity was not clear ' 
to him from ſuch a general ſcarcity. An honourable Baronet, to 
whoſe underſtanding the Houſe would ever pay the greateſt defer- 
ence, aſked, with great propriety, whether that neceſſity was made 
out. The bill was a mixture of obligation and volition. This, 
too, was full of inconvenience, and may do much miſchief. In one 
pwiſh the overſeers might act upon it, and in another they might 
not ; for ſuch power its double meaning left to each party, and 
ſuch were the inevitable contradictions it involved. "The impreſſion 
it would make upon the poor, he thought, was injurious ; they 
were already contented with what was done, and everv thing was 
done for them that could make them comfortable. The too ob- 
vious tendency of this meaſure was to increaſe inſolence in the poor, 
and to check the bounty of thoſe who were in ſuperior conditions of 
life. He received letters daily from different quarters of the 
country againſt it, and he hoped the bill would never be paſſed into 
a law, without due conſideration of the ot En which were fo 
ſtrong againſt it. 

Mr. SIMEON followed on the ſame fide. He ſtated, that in 
a pariſh about four m les from town, the average number of reſident 
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poor for the laſt ten years had been 5 5 5, and that of the non-reſident 
571. The expence of the former to the pariſn had been, during 
that period, 8,0341. of the latter only 17 11. 3s. 4d. From theſe 
facts he inferred, that the dread of removal, ſhould they become 
chargeable, operated on the minds of the non-reſident poor as a ſpur 
to ſuperior induſtry ; but, this inducement being taken away, there 
was every reaſon to fear that the ſame indolence would prevail 
among them as among the other claſs, and thus the pariſhioners 
would be ſubjected to a double expence. On theſe grounds he 
would oppoſe the Speaker's leaving the chair. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, the queſtion appeared to him to 
be this :— Whether it was not better to ſubmit to a temporary 
preſſure or burthen in a pariſh for the relief of thoſe who may occa- 
ſionally ſtand in need of it, although ſuch perſons may not happen 
to be ſettled in ſuch pariſh, than that the public diſadvantage ſhould 
be felt of removing a perſon to a diſtance to be a permanent charge 
to the pariſh to which he belonged ? Or, in other words, Whether 
it was adviſable to afford temporary relief to a perſon in a place, 
where he was, in the ordinary courſe of things, able to ſupport him- 
ſelf, but who was become unable to do fo from the ſudden preſſure 
of the hizh price of proviſions, and who therefore wanted only caſual 
relief, and who would ſoon again be able to ſupport himſelf with- 
out aſſiſtance ? or, to take him to a place where his induttry could 
find no room for exertion, and where, inſtead of temporary relief, he 
muſt have permanent ſupport ; perhaps taken from one pariſh that 
was more, to one that was leſs able to bear the burthen, and that 
too after he had been for many years contributing by his induſtry to 
the wealth of the place from which he was removed, when he might 
be doomed to perpetual poverty in the place to which he is taken? 
As to the claſs of thoſe who were reſident but not ſettlers (that is, 
not living in the pariſh where their ſettlement was), the honourable 
gentleman on the other fide had ſhewn that the number of thoſe who 
had had relief where they were not ſettlers, compared to thoſe who 
were relicved, and who had their ſettlement in the pariſhes where 
they were relieved, was in the proportion only of 1 to 48. The 
tendency of this bill, therefore, was only to relieve reſident perſons 
in a temporary manner without ſettlement. He wiſhed that they 
might all, if induſtrious, be ſo relieved ; he did not believe the bill 
would have that effect; but he would ſay, that the power of re- 
moving all who were not ſettled, and who were without any im- 
peachme nt of their induſtry or morals, was ſuch as, if carried to its 
utmoſt ex ent, might be moſt grievous to the community; for, in 
lume caſcs, it might occaſion the removal of one half of the in- 
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habitants of a pariſh. Thus many induſtrious perſons might be 
taken from the place where their labour was wanted, and was 
highly uſeful, to a place where it was not wanted; ſo that every 
day that they ſtayed in the place of their removal would he a loſs of 
their labour to the place from whence they came, and a burthen to 
the place into which they were brought, and where they muſt not 
only be relieved from the preſſure of a temporary ſcarcity, but be- 
come a perpetual burthen on the pariſh, This was to make an in- 
duſtrious race of men uſeleſs ; and that argument appeared to him 
to be the ſtrongeſt in favour of the bill, eſpecially when coupled 
with the facts ſtated by the honourable and learned gentleman upon 
the proportion of thoſe who were, and thoſe who were not, ſettled in 
the pariſhes in which they were relieved. He had conſidered this 
ſubje& a great deal, and, notwithſtanding the very reſpectable au- 
thorities that were againſt the opinion he gave on it the other night, 
he ſtill muſt adhere to that opinion. The principle of the bill he. 
maintained to be humane, liberal, and politic. - He was afraid, 
however, that one of the clauſes would tend to diminiſh the effect 
intended to be produced by it; for he would not have one indi- 
vidual, againſt whoſe induſtry and morals there was no impeach- 
ment, removed on account of his happening to be unable, by the 
extraordinary price of proviſions, to ſupport himſelf and family. 
He could not help repeating, that unleſs this bill paſſed, an induſ- 
trious and uſeful man would be ſubjec to be removed from a place 
where he was uſeful, to a place where not only he was uſeleſs, but 
where he was a burthen—from a place where he wanted only 
temporary aid, to a place where he muſt be permanently ſupported — 
from a place which he had poſſibly contributed to enrich, to a place 
for which he had done nothing - from a place in which he might 
ſupport himſelf again with credit when this temporary preſſure was 
over, to a place in which he muſt be a pauper for life ; for this 
muſt be the effect, in many caſes, where an induſtrious mechanie 
or labourer of ſkill was removed from his conneRions, ſeparated 
from his habits, and placed among ſtrangets who had no employ- 
ment for him—a loſs to the community, Upon theſe conſidera» 
tions, he could not help ſaying, that, although this bill did not go 
far enough in ſome reſpects, yet, as far as it did go, he was a friend 
to it, 

Sir WILLIAM PULTENEY ſaid, that the right honourable 
gentleman who ſpoke laſt had very properly paid regard to the 
opinions of other gentlemen on the ſu ject now befo e the Houſe, 
for they were mere in the way of inform tion on t th n he was; 
but the right honourable gentleman hai ſaid, that unleſs this bill 
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paſſed, many induſtrious perſons muſt be removed. He took that 
for granted ; but that was begging the queſtion, and he believed it 
would not be followed in point of fact; for we felt a ſcarcity in 
1795, and no ſuch bill as this was thought to be neceffary. In 
ſhort, he knew this meaſure, if carried, would be moſt pernicious 
in many reſpects. The right honourable gentleman ſaid, that the 
removal of one induſtrious perſon ought to induce the Houſe to 
paſs this bill. He ſaid not; and further he ſaid, that if the Houſe 
knew that ſeveral ſuch perſons would be removed if this bill did 


not paſs, yet the Houfe ought not to paſs this bill; becauſe this 


bill would introduce greater eviis than many ſuch removals would 
be ; but he did not believe that any ſuch remavals would take 
place, although this bill ſhould be rejected. This bill would un- 
nerve the whole ſyſtem of our poor laws. There was great danger 


in indulging ſuch a principle as this bill maintained: it would 


hold out a premium to idleneſs, an invitation to extravagance z, and 
the want of economy was often the chief cauſe of poverty among a 
people. This was proved by what was ftated by the learned gen- 
tleman, and ſo much inſiſted on by the other fide ; for it appeared, 
that thoſe who had no ſ(crilement ſeldom wanted relief, and that the 
expence of ſupporting them was trifling ; but thoſe who had ſet- 
tlements in the pariſh in which they reſide wanted relief to a great 
extent, and the expence of ſupporting thens was very large. What 
did this prove, but that thoſe x ho had ſettlements in the pariſhes 


where they lived wanted economy, and were, in many inſtances, 


proffigate, and that thoſe who had no ſettlement were frugal and 
induſtrious. Men, when they know they cannot command relief 
when they want it, will take care to be as ſeldom as poſtible re- 
duced to the neceſſity of aſking for it: whereas others who know 
they muſt be ſupported, are careleſs of their duty ; and ſometimes 
they would ſay to the overſcer, * You muſt ſupport me becauſe I 
cannot work; whereas the truth was, they did not chooſe to 
work. He apprehended, that if this bill was paſſed, thoſe. who 
were now frugal and induſtrious would become extravagant and 
idle; beſides, he knew not where we were to ſtop if this meaſure 
was adopted. He apprehended that it would lay the foundation of 


the ruin of the middling tradeſman, who had too much difficulty 


already to pay the poor rates; and he thought that three-fourths of 


ſuch rates were defrayed by the inhabitants of towns, of which the 


majority paying them were middling and low tradeſmen, who, if 


theſe meaſures, and ſuch meaſures as theſe were adopted, muſt 
themſelves have reliei from pariſh rites, inſtead of contribu-ing to 


he payment of them. Here Sir William quoted ſome ſtatem ents 
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of facts from a perſon who had derived much experience from the 
conduct of a houſe of induſtry ; and then proceeded to maintain, 
that this was experience againit theory. In ſhort, he hoped the 
Houſe would ſhew that it was determined to act on its own good 
ſenſe, and that it would manifeſt that ſenſe by a great majority 
againſt the Speaker's now leaving the chair. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT in explanation faid, that he did not mean 
to ſay that perſons would be rigorouſly removed, becauſe they were 
poor from not working and being induſtrious, as the honourable 
Baronet ſeemed to infinuate ; but that the tendency of the ſyſtem 
for which this bill was intended to be a temporary remedy, was, to 
remove perſons who might become chargeable, not becauſe they 
were idle and would not, or diſabled and could not work, but be- 
cauſe, at the preſent price of proviſions, with their work they could 
not ſubſiſt without occaſional relief; and that removing them, under 
ſuch circumſtances, was to take them from a place where they 
were uſeful, to a place where they couid be nothing but a 
burthen. 

Sir JOHN WROTTESLEY faid, that he wiſhed to ſpeak to 
one fact. An honourable Paronct ſaid, that under the ſcarcity of 

1795 no ſuch act took place, great as the diſtreſs was, and that 
acaſe of neceſſity ſhould be made out before ſuch an act ſhould be 
paſſed. He would anſwer, from the beſt information and know- 
ledge that he had of the ſituation of many perſons in the year 1795, 
that of thoſe who till then could obtain a comfortable livelihood, 
ſome were ſince that period much reduced by getting in debt to 
their landlords, and to ſmall retail dealers, on whom they were 
thrown, to be dealt with as thoſe retail dealers pleased, without be- 
ing able to go to market with ready money as they uſed to do. He 
thought the maintenance of the poor man not a boon from ſociety, 
but a right. Whilſt he is enabled to work, his employers receive 
the advantages of his labour. In full health and vigour, a man is 
enabled to maintain himſelf, 2 wife and three children, and to be 
enabled allo to lay up ſome trifle befide. But how was the caſe 
now ? He worked for much leſs, and with this in view, that when 
his reſources of labour failed, he ſhould call upon ſociety for ſup- 
port. On this principle he ſupported the bill ; and he thought it 
ought be ſo amended in the Committee as to be beneficial in its 


effects. The firſt idea to be ſuggeſted was, that the poor ſnould be 


relieved in the pariſhes in which they reſided ; and then that it 
could be ſo ordered, that the pariſhes to which they belonged 
ſhould be obliged to reimburſe that relief. On this principle hg 
would vote for the Speaker's leaving the chair. 
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Mr. BUXTON faid, he lamented the exiſtence of poor 


laws, and wiſhed that every man could be compelled to ſupport 
himſelf, as it mould be. It was the caſe in Scotland and in Tre. 


land. He had no objection, however, as matters flood, that a man 


ſhould be relieved in his own pariſh ; but if this bill proceeded; 
inſtead of giving relief, it would produce an injury. It would pro- 
duce a general removal from the pariſhes where they now reſide, 
to the pariſhes where they. do not ; and his fear was, that in at- 
tempting to do good, it would occaſion much evil. The conſe- 
quence too might be ſerious, ſhould it be optional in one pariſh to 
adopt it, and another pariſh to reject it. It muſt then operate as a 
tax upon humanity only; and on this account he muſt object to the 
Speaker's Icaving the chair. | 

Mr. ESTCOURT ſupported the bill. He ſtated the caſe of a 
poor family who came to reſide in his pariſh, where there was a flax 
manufactory, and where by their labour they ſupported themſelves 
very well, by earning fix ſhillings a week ; but when removed, 


they ere unable to ſupport themſelves through want of em- 


ploy ment. 

Mr. VANSIT TART made a few obſervations, and was fol- 
lowed by 

Mr. ROBERT THORNTON, who ſaid he obſerved a greater 
variety of ſentiments among gentlemen on the ſubject of the regu- 
lations for the poor, than on any other ſubject; and it was owing 
to every man ſpeaking his own mind. He, on his part, would 
give it as his opinion, that this bill, ſo far from being ſerviceable 
to ſociety, would tend to bring down its claſſes to poverty, and 
make the beneſactors poor themſelves. A gentleman quoted the 
inſtance of a family thrown upon his pariſh, and getting fix ſhil- 
lings a week, and when gone from it being reduced to wretched- 
neſs; but he did not take into his conſideration the wretchedneſs 
that might by this bill be introduced among the lower elaſſes of the 
community, and the evil that might ariſe from it. He ſhould op- 
poſe its further progreſs. 

Sir WILLIAM GEARY thought every man was called upon 
to ſtand forward in behalf of the married labourer. He thought 
the Houſe not Clear in their conception of the bill, as it went only 
to perſons reſident in pariſhes for a certain time, and thoſe argu- 
ments uſed againſt the leaving of the chair were not well founded. 
He, on his part, ſhould wiſh the honourable Member had limited 
the bill to married men. 

The Houſe divided on the queſtion, "That the Speaker do 
leave the chair,” Ayes 23, Noes 30. The bill was therefore loſt, 


led. 
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A meſſage from the Lords was received, ſtating, that they had 


agreed to the Land-Tax Bill, with certain eee 


This being a money bill, in which the Lords could not woke | 
any eſſential alteration without infringing on the privileges of the | 
Commons, a ſhort converſation enſued between tho MASTER OF - 

THE ROLLS and the SPEAKER, in which both were of opinion 
chat the amendment made, by eraſing the word © Grants,” and 
inſerting the words Mortgage or Rent-charge,” was a fair and 
neceſſary alteration. The latter ſtated, however, that he ſhould 
cauſe a ſpecial entry of the fact to be made upon the Journals. 

The amendments were then read and agreed to. 


— — ———— _ 


HOUSE OF LORD). 


Friday, April 4. 


The royal aſſent was given by commiſſion to the ſeveral bills 
that had paſſed the Houſe fince the laſt commiſſion, and to > various 
private bills. 

The order of the day having bod moved for the ſecond reading 
of the bill, intituled, “ An act for the more effectual prevention of 
the crime of adultery,” 

The Duke of CLARENCE roſe to oppoſe it. His Royal 
Highneſs ſaid, that he felt more than common diffidence and diffi- 
culty in riſing to ſpeak on the ſubject of this bill, on two accounts; 
the one, that he had fo far negledcd his duty as not to have been 
preſent when the firſt mention had been made in the Houſe of the 
bill, for which neglect he felt himſelf culpable in the eyes of his 
country : the other, on account of the vaſt importance of the ſub- 
je ; for a more important one to the morality, religion and happi- 
neſs of the people, certainly could not become the ſubject of their 
Lordſhips' conſideration. That the crime of adultery was a moſt 
pernicious crime, that it ſtruck at the root of all domeſtic comfort, 
and was deſtructive of the beſt intereſts of ſociety, — was an idea not 
more ſtrongly impreſſed on the minds of the individuals who fat op- 
polite to him (he meant the Right Reverend Prelates), than on his 
own. InfaQ, no one vice that is unfortunately prevalent in this 
country, was more abſolutely deteſtable in his eyes than the vice of 
adultery ! Happy ſhould he be, therefore, at an opportunity of 
Joining in ſupport of any meaſure that ſhould be propoſed, that had a 
tendency in his judgment to give a check to the increaſe of adultery ; 
but, highly as he thought of the talents, deeply as he n the 
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character of the noble Lord who introduced the bill, and much as 
he admired the motives that had induced the noble Lord to intro- 
duce it, he felt it his duty to oppoſe the bill, becauſe it appeared to 
his mind as more calculated to do harm than good, as more likely 
to increaſe than to check the career of adultery. If he could have 
brought himſelf to think that the preſent bill would have anſwered 
the purpoſes of its title, he would have concurred in its ſupport ; 
but when he conſidered the conſequences that, in all probability, 
would follow the operation of ſuch a bill, he could not but conſider 
it as a meaſure, the effect of which would be of the moſt fatal na- 
ture to that deſcription of perſons who, from the amiableneſs of 
their ſex, were beſt entitled to the compaſſion and liberality of their 
Lordſhips as one branch of the Legiſlature. It was his duty, as a 
firm friend to the morality, and a zealous advocate for the religion 
of his country, to look anxiouſly, as a public legiſlator, to every 
means propoſed for the benefit of thoſe its beſt intereſts ; to con- 
fider deeply the probable good and ill conſequences that might reſult 
from it, and to conſider all the poſſible danger that it might give 
rife to. He was bound to do this as a legiſlator, a ſtateſman, and 
a politician ; but he had alſo a right to regard every great queſtion 
brought forward in Parliament as a man of the world, and to ex- 
amine it with a view to its tendency to operate on the prejudices 
and prevalent opinions of the people. His firſt and main objeQion 


to the preſent bill was, that it contained no proviſion for the poor - 


unfortunate female who ſhould fall a victim to her own vanity, or 
her own weakneſs! It, on the cuntrary, took away from her almoſt 
the only means of remedy and fatisfaQion that in ſo deplorable a 
caſe the practice of the Legiſlature in reſpe& to divorce bills at 
preſent allowed her, the hopes of ſalving her reputation by a mar- 
riage with a man whoſe arts had beguiled her of all her virtue, de- 
prived her of her huſband's affeQtions, and b her domeſtic 
happineſs 

This reparation the man of honour would . be diſpoſed 
to make; for with reſpect to ſuch a man, the criminal connection 
was moſt frequently the reſult of an imprudence of paſſion, to a 
degree that ulti mately overpowered his beſt judgment. This had 
ſometimes been taken into conſideration even by huſbands, who 
had received damages by the verdi& of Juries; and in conſequence 
of diſcovering, by a ſubſequent marriage, that the crime was the 
effect of a real attachment, however unjuſtifiable, between the par- 
ties, there were inſtances of their returning the damages ſo ob- 
tained. The Duke then briefly adverted to the licentious manners 


of the reigq of Charles the Second. At no period of our hiſtory, 


3 


7 NT 


a ut 


APRIL 4.] 


DEBATES. 187 


he contended, was adultery ſo frequent as at that time: and 


yet very few divorces had been applied for. He argued, there- 


fore, that it was not fair to allege that adultery was now more 


prevalent, becauſe there were more numerous applications for di- 
Vorce. 

Let, then, their Lordſhips recollect, that as divorce bills were 
only within the reach of perſons of conliderable property and ſome 
rank in life, the wives of ſuch perſons, when fallen from their re- 
ſpectable ſituations, were in a manner expelled ſociety, and deprived 
of the uſual reſorts for obtaining a livelihood! They could not 
work as menial ſervants; they were not inſtructed in any line of 
buſineſs ; they could not beg ! And what other line of providing 


the means of life was left open to them, but abandoning themſelves 


to proſtitution, and the purſuits of all thoſe vicious "courſes which 
he was perſuaded their Lordſhips would not feel happy in having 
been the means of encouraging, by cutting off all hopes to return 
to virtuous life! It was a fact, his Royal Highneſs obſerved, to 
which he adverted with great pain, and ſerious grief, that among 
ſeveral divorce bills which had come to their Lordſhips' bar in the 
courſe of a few late years, ſeveral of them had been petitioned for 
by perſons of high rank and title. Let their Lordſhips therefore 
conſider the caſe as their own. Let them aſk themſelves, whether 
they thought their own ladies, if by any misfortune it ſhould be 
their fate to be parties complained of in divorce bills, ought to be 
turned over from their exalted, reſpectable, and happy ſituations, to 
all the miſery and wretchedneſs to which, under the operation of 
the preſent bill, they would ſtand expoſed! However deeply the 
prevalence of the crime of adultery was to be deplored, ſurely all 
conſiderations for the unfortunate of the moſt amiable ſex was not 
to fall a ſacrifice to their Lordſhips' zeal to prevent a crime con- 


feſſedly moſt pernicious to ſociety? He underſtood it had been 


ſaid, that many of the recent divorces originated in a previous con- 
tract, between the offending parties, to intermarry when the. firſt 
marriage ſhould be diſſol ved. He greatly doubted that fact. He 
rather thought the virtue of the woman had in moſt caſes been un- 
dermined by the artful perſuaſions and flattering addreſſes of the 
man, to whoſe jntrigues the conſequent injury of the huſband's 
honour and happineſs was owing. There might poſſibly be a ſoli- 
tary inſtance of ſome collufion between the parties ; but he muſt 
have the fact better eſtabliſhed, that it had frequently been the caſe, 
before he could bring himſelf to give it credit. He could eafily 
believe that divorces by the Legiſlature increaſed the number of 
adulteries. When a divorce was obtained by an act of the Legiſ- 
B b 2 
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lature, as the matter ſtood at preſent, it was open to that man who 
had been the inſtrument of the crime with the wife, it he had a 
due ſenſe of honour, to make the beſt amends in his power, by mar- 
rying her. But, looking at the caſe as a man of the world, he 


could not ſhut his eve to the pretty generally known fact, that the * 


huſband who, by ſuing for pecuniary damages, obtained a verdict, 
was conſidered not as a very honourable man, if, when he received 


them, he put them in his own pocket, inſtead of returning them to 


the purſe of the defendant. 

The Royal Duke compared the general effect of puniſhments 
with the crimes to which they were applied. He inſtanced the 
cafes of treaſon, rebellion, mutiny, and deſertion, in oppoſition to 
thoſe of a baſer nature, ſuch as murder, robbery, burglary, and other 
fclonics ; contending, that in each, in proportion as the puniſhment 
was rendered capital and feverc, the crime rather increaſed in per- 
petration than diminiſhed. Mutiny, he faid, as a military offence, 
was parallel to rebeliion, confidered as a political and civil crime ; 
but, a military man as he was, he believed the noble Lord near him 
(Earl Moira), who was alſo of the fame profeſſon, though in ano— 
ther line, would agree with him in afterting, that inereaſing the ſe- 
verity of the puniſhment of deſertion had not in any manner 
tended to check its frequency, either in che land or the {ea 


ſervice. 


His Royal Higlineſs ſaid, that to prove the inefticacy of capital 
puniſhments in cates of deſertion, he need only inſtance when the 
Duke de Choiſcul was the French Mini:ter, in the war after the 
peace of 1763, an edict was iffued, {ubjeRing every deferter to be 
ſhot! Yet it was notorious that during the period of this ſevere 
edict, there were more deferters than ever! Therefore, it the 
Houſe will put too ſevere a reſtraint upon the deſertion of the matri- 
monial bed, owing to not entertaining their fair recruits, perhaps, 
with thoſe tree quarters which were promiſed them on their enliſt- 
ment at the altar ; namely, conſtancy in love, peculiar attention, 
and good uſage ; they wmuſt not be ſurpriſed if they be compelled, 
like the French recruits, to deſert their colours, and to enliſt under 
banners more propiticus to their feelings and their intereſts! 

His Royal Highneſs imputed many of the late divorces to the ac- 
cidental effect of the war, which detained officers of the army and 
navy for a long time from their wives ; but it muſt be generally 
admitted, that when, what they muſt all look up to with anxiety, 
viz. the return of peace, ſhould arrive, that effect would ceaſe ; and 
he ſaid he had no doubt but that then applications for divorce bills 
would much diminiſh. After contending for a more compaſſionate 


- 
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confideration of the unfortunate ſituation of the female parties in 
divorce bills than the propoſed bill held out, and Rating a great 
number and variety of cates, in which he endeavoured to prove that 
on the grounds of humanity, policy, and juſtice, the preſent propoſed 
bill would, in its operatiun, be nugatory as ty the end propoted in the 
ticle, and rather be productive of more adultcrics, than leſſen their 
number ; his Roval Highneſs returned thanks to the Houſe for 
their indulgence, and concluded with moving“ that the bill be 
read again this day four months.“ 4 

The Biſhop of LONDON eame forward, and addreſſed him- 
ſelf to the Houſe as guardians of the reiigiva and morality of the 
country, and entreated them to pay due attention to a ſubject of the 
firit importance to butn, He complimented the illuſtrious Duke 
on the honourable and eloquent manner in which he had ſtated his 
reaſoris for obje*ting to the bill; and rejoiced to hear from his 
Royal Highneſs, that he was a firm advocate for the religious prin- 
ciples ot the Church of England, and for the morality of the people, 
as well as a detcſter of the foul crime of adultery, ſo prevalent at 
preſent, and ſo prejudicial to the beſt intereſts of the kingdom. His 
Lordihip ſaid he had taken upon himſelf to come forward thus early 
in the debate, becauſe he had a better opportunity of witneſſing the 
inercaſing number of divorces than many other perſons, ſince a 
great proportion of them originated in his own Conſiſtorial Court; 
he could ſpeak with certainty, therefore, and aſſure their Lordihips, 
that the number of divorces ſued for had of late years increaſed moſt 
enormouſly. In a very ſhort period the number had increaſed to 
the amount of 198; and unleſs ſome means were reſorted to by 
the Legiſlature to check their progreſs, the number in a very few 
years would be fo great, that it could not but undermine the beſt 
props and ſecurities of ſociety. That the preſent bill would go 
the full length of all that was requiſite to ſtop the caxcer of the fatal 
and pernicious Grime of adultery, he agreed with the illuſtrious 
Duke, was more than could be expected from it; but it would do 
good to a certain extent; and ſurely, till ſomething more effectual 
ſhould be propoſed, it was well worth while to receive what was 
propoſed with a welcome, and give it a cordial ſupport. Convinced 
as he was, that, as far as it went, it would prove an effectual re- 
medy to the growing evil, the Biſhop of London faid he certainly, 
for one, ſhould reſiſt the motion of the illuſtrious Duke; he would 
not, however, intrude upon their Lordſhips' time, but would leave 
the debate to the ability and eloquence of other Lords, contenting 


himſelf with keeping his ſcat till the moment arri ved for giving his 
vote in favour of the bill. 
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The Earl of GUILFORD faid, he did not mean to detain the 
Houſe long; but, readily as he admitted the purity of the inten- 
tions of his noble friend who had introduced the bill, he could not 
agree with him that it anſwered its title, or that the enacting clauſe 
would be attended with the good conſequences that they all muſt 
wiſh for from it. "There could not be a noble Lord in the Houſe, 
nor a man in the country, who muſt not deeply lament the preva. 
lence of the crime of adultery, and the fatal effects reſulting to do- 
meſtic felicity and the happineſs of families from that crime. He 
could not, however, agree with his noble friend, that the number of 
divorce bills was an infallible proof of the increaſed number of 
adulteries; on the contrary, it might be contended for as an argu- 
ment the other way. Nor could he admit, that the morals and 
manners of the people of this country were more vicious and de- 
praved than thoſe of antecedent periods. That divorce bills, by 
their number, eſtabliſhed in any degree that fact, no man, he be- 
lieved, would agree, who looked back to what had been the caſe in 
France under the old Government. It was well known that, 
during the exiſtence of the Monarchy, no divorce was obtainable 
there ; and would any man deny that the crime of adultery was 
leſs frequent there, than it had been in Great Britain fince the Le- 
giſlature had conſented to grant divorce bills? He had very great 
doubts, whether, if the propoſed bill were to paſs, it would have any 
tendency whatever to prevent the increaſe of the crime of adultery ; 
though it was undeniable, that it would operate as a cruel and 
mercileſs puniſhment upon the unfortunate female, whoſe weakneſs 
had given way, and had been led to ſacrifice her honour. But ſurely 
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1 the Houſe would not adopt an ineffectual remedy to a moſt crying 
18 evil, without at leaſt ſome greater certainty of its being likely to 
: . be efficacious, than could be proved to be the caſe of the bill under 
48 conſideration. The ſubject was undoubtedly of the firſt importance 
: 4 to the beſt intereſts of ſociety, and on that account he was ſurpriſed 
7 that a meaſure of ſuch magnitude ſhould have been precipitately 


ö 14 3 brought forward, and their Lordſhips called upon to take it into 
. 4 conſideration before the receſs had afforded them an opportunity of 
1 deliberately weighing its probable conſequences. For that, as well 
* as the other reaſons he had ſtated, his Lordſhip ſaid, he ſhould cer- 


3 7 tainly ſupport the motion of the Royal Duke, who had ſo ably and 
1 ſo eloquently enforced his argument. 

+154 The Biſhop of DURHAM obſerved, that, had the noble Earl 
1 who ſpoke laſt regarded the ſubject in queſtion with the anxiety and 
95 attention that he did, or taken ſimilar pains to inform himſelf re- 


ſpecting it, he would certainly have ſeen it in a different light. 
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Let but the bill paſs,” obſerved the reverend Prelate, © and 1 


will aſk their Lordſhips whether they do not believe a woman would 


be more cautious than before in encouraging the attempts of any 
man?“ He was confident the anſwer muſt be in the affirmative, 
and ſo far the object would be attained, With reſpect to the crime 
of adultery itſelf, it was of late grown ſo abominably frequent, that 
the interpoſition of the Legiſlature was abſolutely neceſſary. In 
regard to what had fallen from the Royal Duke, he obſerved, that 
a woman, by the operation of the bill, would not be reduced to the 
ſtate deſcribed. She was clearly at liberty to marry any other per- 
fon than the individual pointed at in the act; and it was certainly 
clear to his mind, that no woman would be the more induced to 
liſten to the declarations of a man, by a knowledge that ſhe could 
not legally be united with him after ſeparation from her huſband. 
The accelerated ratio in which divorces multiplied of late years 
would be known, from the conſideration that, from the reign of 
Henry VIII. down to that of the preſent King, not more than thirty 
or forty parliamentary divorces were obtained ; whereas during the 
preſent reign, which was that of one of the moſt virtuous Princes 
that ever ſat on any Throne, no leſs than ninety- eight divorces had 
taken place! Let this be looked to politically, and abſtraQed from 
any moral or religious view, and let the conſequences be conſidered! 
They muſt ultimately be fatal—Let the example afforded to the 
riſing generation be conſidered, and the Legiflature muſt feel the 
imperious neceſſity of taking every poſlible ſtep to avert the evil. 
As guardians of the morals of the country, it was their duty. Did 
noble Lords ſee the queſtion in its right point of view, they would 
cordially aſſent to the bill before them. With reſpect to the morals 
of the country, he muſt conſider the evil complained of as a ſtrong 
proof of their becoming worſe ; and among the chief cauſes of this 
were to be claſſed the promulgation of thoſe principles by ſome of 
the moſt celebrated teachers of the ſchool of infidelity, which in- 
culcated that adultery was no erime, and which endeavour to bring 
the marriage contract into diſrepute. The tendency of theſe opi- 
nions and principles it was the duty of that Houſe to reſiſt ; and for 


that, as well as the other reaſons he had ſtated, he would moſt « cor- 


dially ſupport the bill. 

Lord MULGRAVE obſerved, that by what had fallen from 
the ſupporters of the bill, it ſhould appear that they calculated the 
extent of the crime of adultery by the number of divorce bills that 
had come before Parliament, whereas be thuught no mode of rea- 
ſoning could be more erroneous ; and not only that, but ſingular, 
at firſt view, as it muſt appear, the multiplication of them was a 
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proof of the improved morality of the times. His Lordſhip then 
procceded to comment conſiderably in detail on what had fallen 
from the noble introducer of the bill on a former evening, particu. 
larly with reſpeQ to the hiſtorical facts to which che had alluded, 
and his application thereof to the occurrences of the preſent times 
relative to the ſubject in queſtion. The applications, he argued, 
were ill founded, and the chain of the noble Lord's reaſoning, as 
deduced from the whole, erroneous — W hatever might be the com- 
parative number of divorces in the preſent and in thoſe times, he 
muſt inſiſt, that they afforded no proof of their comparative mora- 
lity, or the frequency of the crime of adultery. He animadverted 
upon the ili poliev of too ſevere legiſlative reſtrictions in theſe caſes, 
and inftanced the act of 1050 (during the uſurpation), when the 
utmoſt licentiouſneſs and griminality prevailed, and all under the 
maſt: of religion, by which the .crime of adultery was rendered a 
capital offence. This act was not long after the Reſtoration repealed, 
and in that period they run into the oppolite extreme. Divorces 
were almoſt unknown, vet that reign was proverbial for its licen- 
tiouſneſs and immorality ; and indeed from that period down to the 
commencement of the eighteenth century, the morals of the country, 
in reſpect to theſe things, were not much improved. In regard to the 
law of Scotland, the fact proved nothing, except the noble Lord could 
at the ſame time prove that the crime of adultery was leſs frequent 
there than in England, as the conſideration of adultery and not of 
divorce was the grand object. Ia regard to the idea of its being 
the exiſting law of this country that the woman cannot marry after 
being divorced, he conceived it to be erroneous ; as, when the 
marriage was annulled, there was no legal tie on the conduct of 
either party in that reſpect. He exprefied himſelf entirely of opi- 
nion with the illuſtrious Duke and the. noble Earl who oppoſed the 
motion, and wondered that it ſhould ever have entered the mind of 
any noble Lord to ſuppoſe that the bill then before the Houſe would 
check this vice, which as much as any man he reprobated, but 
which would be aggravated by increafing its horrors, if the bill 
{ſhould be paſſed. Noble Lords appcared-to think that the bill, by 
enaQing a prohibition againſt the parties marrying, would mot ettec- 
tually prevent ſeduction, would increaſe the difficulty, or rather 
would render it almoſt impoſiible to carry on ſucceſsfully the buſi- 
neſs of ſeduction. They knew little of the world and of human 
nature, ſuch as practically it is, who thought this. The reve- 
rend and learned Prelates would forgive him, if he muſt take it 
for granted that he knew rather more of the gay and the faſhionable 
world, its cuſtoms, its frivolitics, its purſuits, and its pleaſures, than 
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they did. Tt was natural that his knowledge in this reſpect ſhould 
be greater, for his opportunities of acquiring it were certainly more 
numerous. Now, from all he knew of the habits of a faſhionable 
and accompliſhed ſeducer (a character he only ſtudied to deteſt), it 
certainly was not in the ſtyle of ſuch a perſon —it did not at all ae- 
cord with his manner—to begin by ſuggeſting, clumfily, that the 
difficulties in the way of marriage were great or few ; that marriage 
would be the reward of compliance, the ultimate conſummation of 
illicit love. No! ſuch a man knew better how to approach the 


citadel of honour, and lay ſiege to unſuſpeding virtue. His man- 


ners would be eaſy, full of grace, marked by peculiar and minute 

attentions, rich in exquiſite ſenſibility, patient of reproof, but vigi- 

lant to diſcover the almoſt evaneſcent changes of aſpect, of tone, or 

of deportment ; turning all to ultimate advantage, by appearing to 

admire that reſerve and fimplicity which, though the intereſting 

traces of a poliſhed and virtuous education, yet were in fact the moſt 

powerful incentives to love, becauſe they threw around beauty that 

luſtre which was to faſcinate and lead captive the firmeſt and the 

proudeſt ſpirit. Such, or ſimilar to theſe, would be the feelings, 

the language, and the arts of an accompliſhed ſeducer. The preſent 

bill would only add to the dexterity of the libertine ; it would not 

act as a diſcouragement to purſue the vice. Here his Lordſhip 
dwelt with much eloquence on the miſerable, forſaken, and unpro- 
tected candition of a female, who, if the bill ſhould paſs, inftead 
of being, as formerly, at liberty to marry her ſeducer, would be 
placed in the ſituation ſo juſtly mentioned by the royal Duke, a 
ſituation of ignominy too humiliating for any mind, but moſt of 
all to the mind of a woman of education, and whoſe place had 
always been in the firſt circles of ſociety. The offspring of her 
illicit connection, too, would be treated with cruelty ; that off- 
ſpring which partook not of the crime of its parents, but which was 
to ſuffer for it, if the preſent meaſure ſhould be adopted. Here 
the noble Earl made ſeveral general obſervations on the conduct of 
the parties ; adding, that much and heartily as he deplored the 
exiſtence of the vice, yet as there were he believed ſome who, impru- 
dent in the firſt inſtance, would make the unfortunate female that 
only reparation which ſhe could receive for violated virtue, namely, 
the marrying her, he muſt think a meaſure which could deny her 
that alternative, which was to give poignancy to ſorrow, and not to 
render penitence permanent, would be as cruel as impolitic, and 
therefore not calculated to check and extirpate the vice. His Lords 
ſhip begged that noble Lords would reflect on the ſtate of ſociety ; 
that they would not be hurried away by idle vifions of improve- 
Vor, XI, Ce 
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ments in morals, by bills which only tended to increaſe private ſor- 
row, which, in fact, by putting it out of the power of the ſeducer to 
marry, furniſhed to the thoroughly baſe that as a pretext ; while 
the man of honour (for it was honourable to protect, though it was 
criminal to ſeduce) could not marry. He repeated it, it was vain 
to ſuppoſe that a ſeducer would begin his attack—would open the 
trenches by raiſing alarms as to conſequences—or if he did, he muſt 
ſpeedily raiſe the ſiege. But it was ſaid that the object of the bill 
is to correct a growing and a ſpreading evil. It was a curious mode 
to produce ſuch an effect, to have recourſe to a meaſure which, 
ſtrictly ſpeakivg, went only to regulate the commerce of the higher 
elaſſes in ſociety. With regard to the lower orders of the people, 
they generally divorced themſelves by a more ſummary. proceſs, 
when they had proofs of adultery againſt the partners of their beds ; 


if they did not on the inſtant reſort to ſanguinary revenge, they 


threw a halter round their wife's neck, led her calmly to Smith- 
field, and fold her for a ſhilling, rejoiced at having ſo eaſily got rid 
of a bad bargain. His Lordſhip, drawing to a concluſion, recapi- 
tulated a few of his hiſtorical references, and reaſonings upon them, 
with the view to ſhew that the increaſe of divorces was not an 
adequate proof of a proportionate increaſe of the crime of adultery. 
He pointed out ſome of the latter parts of the bill, which he cen- 
ſured as inconſiſtent, or at leaſt unneceſſary ; and declared, that as 
his ſentiments upon the meaſure were not the leaſt altered, but 
that his feelings were more alive than ever to the pernicious conſe- 
quences which he was certain muſt reſult from its adoption, he 
would certainly vote againſt the bill. 

Lord AUCKLAND faid, that the noble Lords who had done 
him the honour to anſwer his ſpeech upon this ſubject on a former 
night, point after point, had rendered it neceſſary that he ſhould ſay 
a few words now ; for he did not think it would be proper that he 
ſhould poſtpone the matter until after the holidays, becauſe the ob- 


ſervations that he had to anſwer, were cafily anſwered ; for the. 
noble Lords who had oppoſed him, had dwelt on points that were 


the leaſt relevant, and had taken little notice of the great point that 
he had brought forward, namely, the great increaſe of adultery. It 
was, indeed, hinted, that adultery had not much increaſed, and 
that made it neceſſary that he ſhould ſhew how far this was accu- 
rately ſtated by him on a former day. It appeared, on authority 
that could not be doubted, that there were but ſix caſes in ſeveral 
hundred years; and another authority ſtated, that not above three of 
them occurred for another long period : this, his Lordſhip ſaid, he 
Rated, to ſhew that he was not inaccurate when he had formerly 


ſa 
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ſaid that the caſes of adultery were very rare in the early periods of 
our hiſtory. He would not detain their Lerdſhips in going over 
all the obſervations of the illuſtrious Duke and the noble Lord who 
followed him, but ſhould mercly advert to a few points. The firſt 
objection, if well founded, would be to his feelings a very ſtrong 
one, that a perſon who purſues the line of life which leads to the 
ſeduQion of females would have a facility in his conduct by this 
bill; that is, he ſhould be relieved from the tie of marrying the 
woman whom he had feduced. But this was not the effect in- 
tended ; for the object was to check the crime, by holding out that 
the parties committing the adultery could not intermarry with each 
other; and he hoped it would have that effect. But it was ſtated, 
that this would be diſtreſſing to honourable men. "Theſe adulterers 
were all honourable men, and the whole courſe of the arguments 
againſt this bill went to eſtabliſh that idea: how correct an idea it 
was, he left for their Lordfhips to determine. The next point was, 
that the poor unfortunate woman was to be much oppreſſed; and 
the noble Lord who had juſt. fat down, had ſpoken of married 
women as if they were the only part of that ſex who ſuffered for 
their gallantry ; but the fact was known to be otherwiſe. Who 
were theſe married women that were thus the ſubject of ſo much 
compaſſion f They were to be found generally in the higheſt claſſes 
of life, whoſe education taught them that they ought to ſet a good 
example, as parents perhaps, and that nothing was ſo valuable as 
virtue. His Lordthip obſerved, that if theſe maxims of virtue 
were right for one claſs, they were right for all claffes; and he 
could not help ſaving, that much of what he had heard from the 
noble Lord had a great tendency to ſupporting French principles 
indeed, this, night his Lordſhip ſeemed to him to have galloped 
over theſe principles : and now that the ſubjeQ of French prinei- 
ples was preſented to his view, he was tempted to ſtate ſhortly the 
effect of them as they appeared in French morals ; and this he did 
from the authority of a perſon who might be depended upon in this 
particular. That perſon ſtated an account of French adultery and 
its effects under what he called the Anarchy of Marriage; and faid, 
that within theſe ſeven years there had been in France no leſs than 
twenty thouſand divorces. This was ſhewing plainly that this 
ſyſtem was hoſtile to population, and to the true welfare of a com- 
munity, Now, his Lordſhip ſaid, he contended that what was 
now propoſed to be done was a remedy, in part, for this evil, which 
was fo great a one as divorces were at preſent obtained, that he 
would rather have it declared that another ſhall never be granted, 
than have it ſaid that there ſhall be no remedy attempted. He 
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ſhould, perhaps, have occaſion to trouble their Lordſhips again in 
another ſtage of this proceeding, and therefore he ſhould ſay nothing | 
further now. : | N 

Lord ELDON ſaid, he thought it his duty to diſcuſs the ſubje& 
now before their Lordſhips, with a view, not of determining whe- the 
ther this meaſure would be ſufficient wholly to prevent the moſt of 
enormous crime in this country (which was the definition of adultery for 
taken in its true ſenſe), but whether the meaſure now before the fot 
Houſe would have a tendency, as he hoped it would have, to to 
diminiſh that evil, or would do ſomething for that purpoſe. It was 2 


impoſſible to look on the crime of adultery without feeling, as mem- 
bers of a great and powerful community from the higheſt to the 
loweſt in it, the neceſſity of ſhewing an abhorrence of that crime ; 
and he proteſted for himſelf, that his mind was ſo made up on this 
ſubject, that he ſaw reaſons for this meaſure in the very arguments 
that had been urged againſt it, not from want of addreſs in the uſe 
of them, but from the nature of the ſubjed to which they applied. 
It had been ſtated, that adultery had been increaſed by what was 
called a contract, that there ſhould be a marriage between the 
delinquent parties, in caſe a divorce ſhould follow their guilty in- 
tercourſe.” Now, his Lordſhip ſaid, he was not enough a man of 
the world to know much of this ſort of contract; he had not ſuf- 
ficient acquaintance with. the progreſs of theſe h:naurable men who 
commit adultery, to know much of the validity of theſe contracts 
in the rules of ſuch high honour : this he knew, however, that 
although there could be no ſuch formal contract, becauſe the law 
knew of no ſuch thing, yet a ſimple and filly woman might a& on 
the opinion of there being ſuch a contract, and that might be one 
of the terms on which ſhe ſurrendered her virtue ; now that ſhe 
was told, by this bill, that ſhe was to be prevented from marrying 
her paramour, her underſtanding would be improved upon that 
ſubject. For what was the Engliſh of all this cant about the ho- 
nourable engagement of an adulterer, but that there exiſted an idea 
in the minds of women, that if they committed adultery, marriage 
with the paramour would be the conſequence of it? It was a vain 
thing for a man like him, he ſaid, to ſpeculate on what was the 
opinion of theſe men of honour on the ſubject of adultery ; but it 
was not a vain thing for that Houſe to take upon itſelf the taſk of 
pratecting, as well as they could protect, Virtue. One way to do 
ſo, was to enable females to be on their guard, as far as law could 
put them on their guard, againſt the attacks of theſe ſame men of 
honour, who, inſtead of being received into the graces of the fair, 


ought to be conſigned to public infawy ; for he would aſk, was it fit 
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that this country ſhould remain in its preſent ſituation in this parti- 
cular? Here their Lordſhips had the intereſt of a nation to guard 
and protect, and that on a ſubje& which called for as much wiſdom 
as it created anxiety. Their Lordſhips were to look, not at what. 
theſe men of honour would engage, but at what was the beſt guard 
of virtue, and the prevention of infamy. What was the beſt ſecurity 
for private families? remembering always that private families 
form one great family, which is called the Public, was the queſiion 
to be conſidered. Now, he had attended to what had fallen from 
2 great and illuſtrious perſonage, tor whom he had, as he ought to 
have, the beſt affection, which was a loyal affection; and what he 
had heard from that illuſtrious perſunage had in fome degree ex- 
cited his aſtoniſhment, and that not the leſs, becauſe he had lately, 
by the pleaſure of His Majeſty, been called upon to fill the duties 
eof an important ſtation, His, Lordihip was ſhocked, he ſaid, to 
hear, that theſe men of honour, that is, thuſe who agreed to a 
divorce, returned the damages that had been given, He learnt 
with forrow that this was the caſe ; but if this were ſo, he would 
aſk the Houſe, what they, as part of the Legiſlature of a great and 
flouriſhing empire, endowed with wiſdom, ought to do? and 
whether they conſidered that this practice ought to be allowed ta 
continue? At preſent, by the law, adultery was only a civil treſpaſs. 
He hoped he had a juſt eſteem for the laws of his country; they 
were generally excellent; but in ſome points they might be defee- 
tive. He hoped he had a juſt eſteem for religion and morality ; but 
he could not help ſaying, that nothing could te politically good that 
was not morally ſo. The act of adultery was at preſent by law 
only a civil treſpaſs, and for which only damages could be given as a 
ſati faction, as ſome perſons called it: but he had not the mind of a 
man to whom civil damages could give ſatisfaction for ſuch an injury; 
for it was a crime which not only robbed the huſband of his com- 
fort, the wife of her honour, the ſamily of their credit, but which 
often deprived innocent children of the invaluable bleſſings of a 
good education and virtuous example, a conſideration which em- 
braced the progreſs and the character of the rifing generation. Upon 
theſe topics he knew he was ſpeaking the ſentiments of a noble and 
learned Lord, who, ſo much to the public benefit and his own 
credit, was adminiſtering the law as the Chief Juſtice of England, 
and whoſe unavoidable abſence he lamented on this occaſion. That 
noble and learned perſon had often delivered to Juries his opinion 
upon adultery, and his opinion was well known, and as much ad- 
mired. However, Lord Eldon ſaid, the Legiſlature had told him, that 
whatever his wiſhes might be upon the ſubject of adultery, we muſt 
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only lay down the law as a queſtion of damages : but if it be true, 
as had already indeed appeared, that the law does not.criminall 

puniſh, and it had attempted in vain to have civil redreſs from the 
adulterer ; he would ſay, that the law ſtood in ſuch a tate as the 
Legiſlature ſhould not ſuffer it to continue in. He ſtated theſe 
things as applicable to thoſe of the higher ranks of ſociety ; but he 
would add with pleafurc, ſpeaking of the middle and ordinary ranks 
of men, that this nation was a nation of virtue ; however, the beſt 
people might be corrupted, and the queſtion was, whether a rapid 
progreſs was not now making in that way ? If the great bulk of the 
people were free at preſent from this vice, as he knew they were, it 
ſhould be the care of the Legiſlature to keep them ſo; and that 
could not fo well be done by any other means as by throwing diffi- 
cultics in the way of the vices of the higher ranks of life. He 
ſtated this, becauſe he was certain of the fact. He perceived that 
Juries ſaw the evil of the progreſs of adultery in its true light ; 
they were not wanting in their attempts to ſuppreſs it ; they did at 
leaſt all that the law allowed them to do in this caſe ; and now 
their Lord{hips would give him leave to aſk them, whether it was 
right that in the Houſe of Lords the co-operation to ſuppreſs this 
vice ſhould be wanting? But, was a helpleſs woman to be aban- 
doned? If he were to anſwer that queſtion from his heart, it 
would be an eaſy anſwer : but the anſwer of a legiflator muſt come 
from the head; becauſe judgment and conſiderations of juſtice were 
to guide the policy of the law, and not the private feclings of a man. 
In that point of view, it was puniſhment and correction, and not 
lenity and compaſſion, that were to be applied to the caſe of a woman 
who had committed adultery. This was the doctrine of the law 
in all caſes. Suppoſe a poor helpleſs girl was robbed of her inno- 


[Loxps. 


cence, what would a private man ſay? Why, that he was very ſorry 


for it: but what did the law ſay? That ſhe was to be regarded as 
a proſtitute— Why ? becauſe others ſhould be deterred -from fol- 
lowing her example. The ſeverity of puniſhment was not from 
the vindictive ſpirit of the law againſt offenders, but for a preven- 
tion of crimes, which was true compaſſion for the innocent. If 


this were the way the law ſpoke in of a helpleſs girl deprived of her 


innocence, what were we to ſay of a woman who, at the altar of 
God, had ſworn to be true and faithful to the man ſhe joins in the 
bands of holy wedlock, who is bound to ſecure his honour, and 
bring up his children in the paths of virtue ; and who forfeits all 
theſe ſolemn pledges, and brings all her family into diſgrace, by an 
act of wanton lewdneſs* Why ſhould ſuch a woman have more 
favour ſhewn to her, than the law extended to her own daughter 


3 
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unmarried? Theſe were points for their Lordſhips* conſideration, 
when they were told that they ought to have compaſſion on the caſe 
of the unfortunate woman in conſidering her adultery. His Lord- 
ſhip ſaid, he was for a mild puniſhment in every caſe where a mild 

uniſhment would repreſs an evil ; but if it could not, then a more 
rigid one muſt be adopted. It was for the Legiflature to ſay, whe- 
ther the puniſhment for adultery ſhould remain for ever as in a 
civil caſe only. But where the crime was complicated, and made 
up of an irreparable damage to the individual, and an enormous in- 
jury to the Public, he was ready to ſay that ſomerhing more muſt be 
done againſt this prowler upon domeſtic happineſs and public mora- 
lity, the adulterer ; and if it could not be done in this bill, he 
pledged himſelf to the Public to bring ſomething forward upon this 
ſubje& ; ſo that the remedy againſt this evil ſhould not be confined 
merely to civil actions. 

Lord HAY (Earl of Kinnoul) thought the bill inadequate to its 
object. 

The Earl of CARNARVON gave his opinion in favour of 
the bill, and ſhewed, that inſtead of producing the effects Lord 
Mulgrave ſuppoſed on the man of honour who might be inclined to 
attempt the chaſtity of a woman of virtue, it would deter him from 
it, and induce him cautiouſly to repel his own inclination to do her 
ſuch an injury, from a conſciouſneſs that he had it not in his power 
to make her any poſſible amends. | = 

The Biſhop of ROCHESTER defended the bill from the ob- 
jections that had been urged again it. He referred to the former 
practice of puniſhing adultery with death; and faid, that although 
he loathed and held in utter abhorrence every thing that paſſed in the 
time of the Commonwealth, yet the law which prevailed in that time 
was not peculiar to it ; it was the law in much more antient times, 


as hiſtory ſhewed: it was the law during all Pagan time; it was the 


law of the Hebrews, although in the latter periods of the Jewiſh 
hiſtory it was neglected, and ſorne faſhionable Hebrew ladies broke 
through it; it was the law alſo in the beſt and pureſt days of Rome. 
His Lordſhip referred to, the Julian law, and read certain paſſages 
from the reformatio legum, to prove his aſſertions, and to ſhew in 
what light, even in the moſt luxurious and depraved periods of the 
Roman empire, that man was conſidered who condeſcended to marry 
an adultereſs. His Lordfhip afferted, that the laſt thirty years of 
the laſt century,. notwithſtanding the gallantries of the looſe Court 
of Charles the Second, were pure times compared with the preſent, 
in reſpect to adultery and divorce, He declared he was by no 
means for reſtoring the puniſhment of adultery by death; but the 
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Scripture, in one part, ſanctioned that doctrine; though in another 
it allowed. that in ſome caſes a man might put away his wife. But 
in the Scripture were to be found ſtrong arguments for in no caſe 
allowing of unlooſing the marriage vow. 

Lord GUILFORD ſaid, he had read in a certain book, of a 
mag lalen, and an adultereſs, receiving favour and pardon on due 
repentance. He did not admire thoſe doctrines that cut off the 
poſſibility of all return to virtue. 

Lord GRENVILLE ſupported the bill; and ſaid, that his 
noble friend {Lord Mulgrave) muſt forgive him thinking that his 
arguments that day favoured ſomewhat of the new morality. His 
Lordſhip declared he thought the arguments uſed on-the ground of 
appeal to the compaſſion of the Legiſlature in favour of the adul- 
tereſs, would equally apply in favour of the convicted murderer, 
highwayman, huuſebreaker, and all the perpetrators of crimes of the 
moſt baſe and vile deſcription. 

Lord MULGRAVE made a pointed reply to parts of Lord 
Grenville's ſpeech, and parts of the Biſhop of Rocheſter's, whom he 
held up as an advocate for the laws of the Commonwealth, and for 
the pure times of the reign of Charles the Second, in contradiction 
to the reign of George the Third. 

The Biſhop of ROCHESTER replied by an not to his 
argument, and the words he had uſed ; which warranted no ſuch 
obſervations on cither point. 

The LORD CHANCELLOR left the woolfack, and com- 
mented upon the fort of turn the debate had taken, and the different 
ſpecies of reaſoning that had been uſed. Its firſt character, his 
Lordſhip ſaid, had been a declaration, that every noble Lord ab- 
horred adultery, and would join in every meaſure that would repel 
it; but that the preſent bill did not go far enough. Was- that a fit 
reaſon for reſiſting a bill going to a Committee, that might poſſibly 
be amended, and would at leaſt ſerve as ſome check to the crime of 
adultery! The next character of the debate, as managed by the 
oppoſers of the bill, was an appeal to the compaſſion of the Houſe 
in favour of a guilty party : ſuch reaſoning was every way unfit for 
a branch of the Legiſlature, whoſe firſt duty it was to ſupport virtue, 
and diſcourage vice, in ſtern defiance of the force of the amiable 


pri vate feelings of the human breaſt. He complimented Lord Mul- 


grave on his ability, ingenuity, and known good intentions; and 
faid, inſtead of his arguments that day appearing to partake of the 
new morality of France, they rather appeared to come from the 
German ſchool, and to be of that nature which German dramatiſts 
had ' repreſented on the ſtage, where all real virtue and ſound 
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morality were kept out of ſight, and the private feelings of the + 


individual auditors appealed to in diminution of the deformity of 
crimes. 

His Royal Highneſs the Duke of CLARENCE replied in a 
very neat ſpeech, repeating his abhorrence of the crime. He took 
particular notice of the very handſome manner in which his argu- 
ment had been adverted to by the noble and learned Law Lord (Lord 
Eldon}, and the three Reverend Prelates (Biſhops of London, Dur- 
ham, and Rocheſter), although he well knew that the freedom of 
debate would have warranted their taking greater liberties with 
what he had ſaid. He muſt ſtill, however, again ſolemnly declare, 
that no man had a more rooted abhorrence of the crime of adultery 
than he had. The Right Reverend Prelate had, he declated, 
given him great ſatisfaction, and ſet his mind at eaſe, by his ex- 
planation in regard to what had fallen from his noble friend (Lord 
Mulgrave). In reſpect to the Holy Scriptures, the Bible was a 
book that he had read with equal inſtruction and delight, early in 
life; but he really thought that bock ſo ſacred that it was ſcarcely 
proper to be made a ſubje& of diſcuſſion in ſchools ; he ſhould, 
therefore, wonder at his own audacity, if - he attempted to touch 
upon any paſſage of it in competition with the very learned and 
Right Reverend Prelate, from whom he never differed in opinion 
without feeling conſiderable reluctance. He might, however, take 
the liberty to contend with him on a matter of hiſtory ; and if the 
Right Reverend Prelate had not explained what he had before un- 
derſtood him in an unqualified manner to have afferted, viz. that 
the laſt thirty years of the laſt century, including the reign of Charles 
the Second, were times comparatively of more purity and leſs im- 
morality than the reign of his preſent Majeſty, he ſhould have en- 
deavoured to have eſtabliſhed that there was na compariſon between 
the two reigns: His Royal Highneſs ſaid, he took great pride to 
himſelf in having been that day ſupported by two noble Lords, who 
were married men, and happy in their ſtate ; but, thank God, not 
objects of wonder and aſtoniſhment, as his noble friend (Lord Mul- 
grave) had faid an happy married man was on the Continent ; be- 
cauſe in this country, by the excellence of its laws, the powerful in- 
fluence of its religion, and the general contempt and diſgrace that in- 
fidelity in marriage was ſure toentail on the offending parties, breach 
of the marriage vow was not a very frequent offence. With regard 
to the part he had taken as an oppoſer of the bill, it aroſe ſolely 


from his conviction, that it would not anſwer the end propoſed by 


the title of the bill, | 
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He was glad to have an opportunity of ſaying ſomething of his 
own ſituation, by way of proving that his oppoſition was entirely 
difintereſted ; becauſe if he ſhould at any time incur the guilt of 
having ſeduced a married lady, he could not, were he ever ſo 
willing, make her the reparation of marrying her ; as he was pre- 
cluded from marrying without His Majeſty's conſent, by virtue of 2 
bill paſſed before he had even the power of thought, viz. the bill 
for regulating the marriages of the Royal Family. The Duke faid, 
their Lordſhips knew that he was in a peculiar ſituation ; for it 
pleaſed the wiſdom of Parliament to paſs that bill (the Royal 
Family Marriage Bill), in conſequence of which he could not 
marry! It, indeed, placed him in the ſame fituation that the 
preſent bill would generally place thoſe who ſhould unfortunately 
fall under its proviſions. 

His Royal Highneſs concluded by affuring the Houſe, that 
nothing but conviction of its being his duty induced him to preſs 
his motion. 

The queſtion being called for, the Houſe divided— For the 
motion of the Duke of Clarence, 11 ; againſt it, 30. Majority 
in favour of the motion for the ſecond reading, 19. The bill was 
accordingly read a ſecond time. | 

Adjourned to the 2 1ſt inſtant. 


* — 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Friday, April 4. 


The SPEAKER informed the Houſe, that he had been in the 
Houſe of Peers, and that His Majeſty's aſſent had been given by 
commiſſion to the bill for giving a preference to Eeclefiaſtical Corpo- 
rations to redeem the Land Tax, and to the bill for granting a bounty 
on the Importation of Corn. 

Mr. LuBBOCK preſented a petition from certain perſons againſt 
the bill for widening the ftreets adjoining to Temple- Bar and Snow- 
Hill; which, after a few words from Sir J. W. ANDERSON, was 
referred to the Committee on the ſaid bill. 

Mr. WiLLiam Duxpas brought in the Oats Importation Bill, 
which was read a firſt time. 

The bill for paying and clothing the' Militia ; the bill for 
granting certain Allowances to Adjutants and Serjeant Majors; 
the bill for authoriſing the Commiſſioners of the Treaſury to iſſue 
Exchequer Bills to a certain amount on the credit of the Supplies 
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voted ; and the bill to allow the Importation of Goods from Ame- 
rica in neutral bottoms ; were all read a firſt time, and ordered to 
be read a ſecond time on Thurſday ſe'nnight. 

It was then moved and agreed to, that, at the riſing of the 
Houſe, an adjournment take place till Thurſday ſe'nnight. 

Mr. Joxxs gave notice, that it was his intention, after the re- 
ceſs, to bring forward a motion on the ſubject of the preſent war. 

The proper Officers from the Stamp-Office, from the Army 
Department, from the Commiſſioners for auditing the Public Ac- 
counts, and from the Office of Land Revenue, preſented various 
public accounts relative to their different departments ; all ven 
were ordered to be laid upon the table. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that he wiſhed at preſent to avoid 
all diſcuſſion on the ſubjeQ of his intended motion for the regula- 
tion of this act, and with a view to render it more productive. He 
ſhould therefore merely confine himſelf to a motion for leave to 
bring in a bill, He ſhould then move to have the bill printed, 
that Members might take it into conſideration during the enſuing 
receſs, Mr. Pitt then moved, That leave be given to bring in 
a bill to explain, amend, and render more effectual the bill of laſt 
Seſſions for granting certain duties upon Income.” Leave was 
given accordingly. 

The Houſe went into a Committee on the Bill for regulating 
the Copper Trade and Mines of the kingdom, Sir J. MokDAURT 
in the chair. 

Lord HAW KESBURY remarked, that in the very fluctusting 
ſtate of this trade, he thought there was no perſon who could defend 
the principles and;ſyſtem on which it had of late years been carried 
on. Copper had advanced to ſuch an enormous price, as loudly 
called for the interference of Parliament. His Lordſhip then went 
into a minute ſtatement of the rapid increaſe of the price of this 
article within the laſt ten years. In the year 1790, Copper had 
been at 631. per ton—in 1791, at 74l.—in 1792, at 84l.— in 
1793, at g2l.—in 1794, at 971.—in 1796, at g6l.—in 
1797, at 981.—in 1798, at 108l.—in 1799, at 113l.—and 
in 1800, at 1381, per ton. It was impoſſible to look to ſuch a 
rapid increaſe in the price of the raw material, and not ſee that it 
moſt materially affected the various manufaQtures made from that 
material; for it would be impoſlible for the manufacturers to carry 
on their concerns with any poſſible profit to themſelves, if the raw 


material continued to be ſubject to ſuch an enormous fluctuation of 


price, It was on this account that the manufacturers had been 
deſirous of parliamentary regulations for the protection of their 
da 
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Foreign governments had encouraged their own 


manufactures, and, when brought to any perfection, they had prohi- 


bited the importation of ours. 


The increaſed price of the raw 


material of unwrought copper had produced a moſt material injury 


in this country. 


Did it only tend to prevent the decreaſe of the 


copper trade to the extent to which it might be carried, that was a 
reaſon for the intervention of Parliament ; nor could any perſon 
look to the nature of the national conteſt in which we were engaged, 
and ſeriouſly ſay, it was not worth minding to what a degree the 


price of copper might be raitcd. 


It was owing to the aſliſtance and 


protection which that Houſe had held forth to the various manu— 
faQurers, that the manufactutes and commerce of this country had 
riſen to the height which they had done ; but if, from monopoly, 


or any other cauſe, the price of the article ſhould be ſo raiſed as to 


retard the manufactures, this became a proper ground for holding 
out to them par.iamentary relief, fo far at leaſt as not to be inju- 


rious to the intereſts of the owners of mines. 


With regard to the 


growing price of copper, there were various intereſts involved, and 


particularly that of the navy. 


Owing to this circumſtance, con- 


tractors for the, navy had been obliged to have their contraQs diſ- 


ſolved. 


The intereſts of the mercantile navy was alſo involved. 


Within a few years, copper had increaſed in price above 100 per 
cent.: if to this were addeg the increaſed price of freight, &c. it would 
be ſeen that commerce ſuffered ſeverely. On all thete accounts it was 
neceſſary to put this trade under reſtrictions and regulations, which 
he ſhould propoſe to the Committee in the form of reſolutions, 
ſimilar to what had been done reſpecting other trades. There was 
in fact no other article which had been treated with ſo much in- 
dulgence as this of copper; it was the only article, excepting iron, 
which did not pay ſome duty upon exportation, and, in ſome re- 
ſpects it was much more favourably treated than iron. The noble 
Lord obſerved, that it was only juſtice to do that for the manufac- 
turers in copper to-day, which was done with reſpe& to the mine- 


owners formerly. 


When the price of copper was low, Parliament 


interfered in favour of the miners, by forcing the exportation of 
this article; from the ſame reciprocal - principle of juſtice, it was 


now called upon to prohibit the exportation. 


The principle of po- 


| licy by which the Legiſlature had acted with reſpect to the raw 
materials and manufaQures, was to ſecure to the latter the uſe of the 


raw materials, as far as was conſiſtent with the intereſts of the pro- 


prietors. 


In former times, the raw material had been exported, 


and we received the manufactures of foreign countries, particularly 
from France, It was in the xcign of Edward III. that the proht- 
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bition to export wool firſt took place, and now this article paid in the 


manufacture of it twelve millions annually. In various other arti- 


cles there had been prohibitory and protecting duties. At preſent 
there was not a ſingle article (except tin) but what was ſubje& to 
a duty upon exportation, Coal, alum, lead, leather, ſkins, &c. all 
paid ſuch duties. Tin was exempted, from the peculiar induce- 
ment to give encouragement to the Eaſt-India Company to export 
this article, His Lordſhip ſaid, he wiſhed allo to conſider the 


effect which the reſolutions he Meant to propoſe would have upon 


the mining intereſt. If it could be onee proved, that the mining 
buſineſs could not go on with advantage conſiſtent with prohibitory 
duties, the whole of his argument would then fall to the ground. 
He had ſeen various ſtatements of accounts from intereſted perſons 
upon this ſubject, but on various grounds he was led to doubt their 
accuracy. His Lordſhip quoted ſtatements by Mr. Vivian and 
others, and entered into detailed accounts of the different prices of 
copper from the mines of Cornwall and Angleſea. Other minerals, 
his Lordſhip remarked, had not increaſed in price in any thing like 
the ſame proportion as copper ; not even tin, which had rather di- 
miniſhed in price, although in many caſes there was an anology be- 
tween thoſe two minerals, with regard to the mines, price of labour, 
manner of working them, &c, ſo as that there ſhould be a propor- 
tionate increaſe of expence and price in the one caſe and the other: 
and it clearly appeared, that the increaſed expence of working the 
mines bore no proportion to the increaſed price of the article. The 
expence of working the deep mines, his Lordſhip obſerved, was in 
proportion to the quantity of coals uſed ; hence a criterion was 
formed of the expence, by the drawback allowed on the quantity of 
coals uſed. Tt might alſo be matter of inquiry, how far there was 
any juſt ground for the charge of monopoly in this branch of min- 
ing; and from the evidence which his Lordſhip read and com- 


mented upon, he ſtated one or two facts which, he ſaid, had all the 


evil effects of monopoly. When His Majeſty had iflued a Pro- 
clamation in Council to prohibit the exportation of copper in all 


thoſe branches of it which could be converted into ſheathing for the 


navy, reſolutions were entered into by certain owners of mines in 
Cornwall, as if this prohibition would be the ruin of them ; and 
yet the fact turned out to be, that the price of copper continued to 
increaſe from 1211. to 1381. per ton. Now this he conſidered as 
affording a ſtrong preſumptive proof of a combination, or of ſuch an 
influence at leaſt as did not leave the trade to find its natural level. 

For the ſpace of about forty years, the price of coal and of tin had 


continued almoſt ſtationary, as well as of copper, till the laſt article 


L _ = 2 - 
—— ——__— _ — — — in > 
— —— — — —_— 


— — 


* 
i 
uU 
4 : 
ol 
- 
id 
. 
11 
4 Li 
* 
F- 
. 
7 
» 
1 
} 
- 
7 
1 
9 
5 . 
F 
Fi 
7 
3 
, 1 
= 
2 * 
n 
. 8 
U 
+ | 
© 
7 4 
. * 
. [ 
„ 
i + 
=_— : 
. L 
_" U 
47 * 
1 
4 
* 


— — 
; —_ 
> "FE 


. = 
* v 
— ” — 1 - — 
= 4 ume of n= a 
- — — — 
ry * = 
—— , 
=—_—— > "———— n — 
by = P 


2 2 
_ * + 
om - + * 
— ti 
_ ES — 


= > 


206 PARLIAMENTARY [Counons, 


had rifen fo prodigiouſly within the laſt twenty years. What he 
meant was, not to propoſe any fixed ſtandard for the price of cop. 
per, but to prohibit the exportation of that article when the price 
was fo raiſed as that, taking into conſideration this prohibition, the 
mines might ſtill be worked to conſiderable advantage. His Lord- 
ſhip ſaid, he might fairly adopt the ſame principle as that adopted 
reſpeRing iron, or any other raw material. The principle on which 
he meant to proceed was not a new one, for it was by ſuch former 
legiſlative interference that the manufaQures and commerce of this 
country had ſo flouriſhed ; and when the preſent ſtate of this 
country was taken into conſideration, much was owing to the manu- 
faQurers in order to encourage and protect them, His Lordſhip 
concluded with moving, That it is expedient, in order to prevent 
the evils arifing from the preſent high price of copper, that the ex- 
portation of copper unwrought, &c. when the price ſhould exceed a 
certain ſum, ſhould be prohibited.” 

Mr. GREGOR denied the ſtatements of Lord Hawkefbury as 
to the cauſes of the riſe in the price of copper. He faid, that it 
was not owing either to monopoly, or any influence equal to mono- 
poly; but according to every fair principle of deduction, the Houſe 
ought to take it for granted, that, like all other articles, the high 
price of it was attributable to the ſmall quantity of the article re- 
maining on hand in the country. He allowed, that the great in- 
greaſe in the expences of the navy muſt certainly be proportionate to 
the riſe in the price of copper; but that, notwithſtanding all that 
had been ſaid by the noble Lord upon this ſubjeR, he believed he 
was accurate in aſſerting, that laſt year the increaſed expence of the 
navy was only 125, oool. which he thought was ſcarcely ſufficient 
to warrant them to come to Parliament in this manner for relief. 
The price of copper, he contended, muſt always be fluctuating; and 
he ſaw no reaſon why the Legiſlature ſhould interfere, without the 
Moſt preſſing reaſons, to make that permanent and ſtationary, which 
was in its nature ſo very fluctuating. As to the arguments which 
had been urged reſpecting the interference af the Legiſlature in pro- 
hibiting the export of corn and wool, he by no means thought they 


applied to the preſent caſe. He made a diſtinction between wool | 


and copper; and argued, that if a man be poſſeſſed of a copper 
mine, he could turn his land to no other uſe ; but if he be poſſeſſed 
of a ſheep farm, and wool ſhould fall below a certain price, he 
might turn that land to other uſes, He denied that the manufac- 
turers were ſuch ſufferers by the price of copper as had been ſtated 
by the noble Lord, and ſpoke at great length on the immenſe ex- 
pences of the miners, particularly thoſe who have the deep mines ta 
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work. He ſaid that their expences might be eaſily aſcertained ; 
every miner keeps a debtor and creditor account of every expence 
incurred in working the mines ; and if it ſhould be difficult for any 
individual Member to underſtand the whole of ſuch complicated 
accounts, every item might be made out to the ſatisfaction of the 
Houſe, by examination of witneſſes at the bar. Mr. Gregor then 
noticed the ſeveral ſtatements made by the noble Lord relative to 
the opinion of Mr. Vivian ; and contended, that fince that period 
ſeveral material alterations had taken place in the relative fituation 
of the miners both in Cornwall and Angleſea. He repeated what 
he had ſaid on a former night, that the expence of the articles uſed 
in mining had increaſed in proportion to the price of copper ; and 
wiſhed the Houſe to confider maturely before it adopted the reſolu- 
tions propoſed, as he feared it would otherwiſe do irreparable injury 
to the intereſts of all miners, but particularly thoſe who had the 
deep mines. He thought it his duty to oppoſe the reſolutions, as 
pregnant with the greateſt miſchief. | 
Mr. I. H. BROWNE ſupported the reſolutions ; and faid that 
the manufacturers in general, and thoſe of Birmingham particu- 
larly, had ſuffered very much indeed by this calamitous war. He 
had ever given his vote for carrying it on with ſpirit ; but thought 
the loſſes of the manufacturers and their preſent fituation were truly 
alarming, «nd deſerved every conſideration from that Houſe. He 
was afraid that other Powers abroad might attempt to give encou- 
ragement to our manufaQurers, if by any cauſe they ſhould be in- 
duced to emigrate. He conſidered the prohibition of the export of 
wool as almoſt the ſole cauſe of the very flouriſhing itate of that 


manufactory, and thought a mineral that kind of raw material 


which of all others we ſhould be moſt jealous of ſuffering to be 
exported. It was certainly, in his mind, the real intereſt of the 


owners of raw materials to encourage the home conſumption, rather - 


than that of foreign countries ; as in ſo doing they encouraged 
manufacturers and raiſed manufactories, which increaſed the com- 
merce and wealth of the country, and enabled us to underſell all 
other nations in the price, as well as excel them in the qualities of 
our commodities. He thought the propoſitions of the noble Lord 
went to combine all intereſts, and for that reafon they ſhould have 
his hearty ſupport. _ 

Mr. BROGDEN apologized to the Committee for requeſting 
their attention, which he ſnould not have done, he ſaid, had he not 
been convinced that the reſolutions of the noble Lord, if carried 
into effect, would be prejudicial to ſume of the moſt im portant in- 
tereſts of this country. He 1aid, the noble Lord had made a diſ- 
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ti nction between the manufacturers and the miners, without recol- 
lecting that the miners were the greateſt body of manufacturers in 
this country. The miners, ſaid he, amount to 130, ooo men; 
they employ, beſides, 8000 ton of ſhipping, and the aggregate of 
perſons compriſed in this trade amount to 150,000 perſons. He 
compared the capital employed by them with that employed by the 
manufacturers of Birmingham; and ſaid, that the latter was only a 
proportion of one to forty with that of the miners. He then com- 
bated the arguments of the noble Lord in applying the high price of 
copper as a reaſon for legiſlative interference, becauſe it affected 
the navy, If this were to be admitted, there would, he ſaid, be 
no end to applications of this kind. He did not deny that the ex- 
pence of the navy muſt be very much increaſed by the high price 
of copper, but fo it was by the increaſed price of hemp, deals, and 
iron, which had all riſen greatly in price within a few years. Hemp, 


[CommMong, 


he begged the noble Lord to recollect, had riſen in a very ſhort time 


from 241. to 60]. a ton, at which it now was; why not apply to 
Parliament on account of theſe-articles, which had equally increaſed 
the expences of the navy? For theſe reaſons he ſhould give his 
decided oppoſition to the reſolutions. 

Sir WILLIAM LEMON ſaid, that the 4 of the 
honourable Member who had juſt ſat down, placed in a proper light 
the advanced price of copper, by aſſigning that riſe to the advanced 
price that all things bore which were employed in the working of 
the mines ; and that advance was ſuch as other articles, ſuch as maſts, 
cordage, &c. &c. were at, owing to the fluQuating ſtate of things. 
The beſt expedient he could ſuggeſt was the free exportation and 
importation of the article itſelf. This would moſt effeQually in 
the courſe of trade anſwer the end which the noble Lord wiſhed to 
obtain. Strong expreſſions were uſed by gentlemen, ſuch as the ex- 
orbitant, the enormous, &c. &c. price of copper ; but, viewing this 
matter in a comparative light, it would be found at no higher price 
than what in the courſe of things it ſhould be, when the materials 
uſed in mines were conſidered, and the very high price at which 
they ſtood. Have we not then juſt claim to ſay to Government 
upon its interference—** Reſtrict thoſe articles, and then reſtrict 
us.” He would caution the Legiſlature on the delicacy of this 
queſtion, from the very ſerious conſequences that might follow; for, 
if once thoſe mines were ſtopped, no money could open them again. 
It was for the Committee to mind what ſteps they took in this ſtage, 
when they conſidered this queſtion in a commercial point of view. 
When they conſidered the immenſe expence employed in the work- 
ing of thoſe mines, ſome of which were from 150 to 160 fathoms 
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deep; they would be careful how they tampered with that ſpirit of 
enterprize and induſtry, and threw the proprietors for a bounty upon 
the Treaſury for their-bankers, where they were to apply in forma 
pauperis for relief. He hoped that at all events ſufficient time 
would be given for the conſideration of this queſtion, aſſured, as he 
was, that the more Parliament conſidered it, the more decidedly 
they would be againſt it. 

Mr. WILBERFORCE thought his noble friend (Lord 
Hawkeſbury) ated with conſiſtency. From the conſideration of 
the evils that have been ſuffered from the high price of copper, 
evils which have been real, he thought the interfcrence of the Le- 
giſlature neceſſary, and this interference was uſual. As long as 
copper was below 1ool. a ton, no interpoſition on the part of Go- 
yernment took place ; but when the price reached that ſum, then 
it was thought proper to keep the commodity within the reach of the 
manufacturer at home. He reſted much upon the fact that was 
ſtated, that when the price of copper was at 761. per ton, the mine 
could be worked to advantage for the proprietor. It was ſtated, 
that the price of hemp imported from abroad was the cauſe of the 
high price of copper : but on this he would juſt remark, that in the 
riſe there was no gradation ; the whole roſe on a ſudden from the 
jear 1798. This led him to impute that riſe to other cauſes; and 
the Legiſlature propoſed as a remedy for that evil, that when cop- 
per roſe to a certain rate, then it ſhould be confined to home 
conſumption. In this view of the ſubject, he did not wiſh to ſaerĩ- 
fice the intereſts of Birmingham, Sheffield, and other manufacturing 
towns, to Cornwall; nor Cornwall to Birmingham and Sheffield; 
but to provide for the intereſts of all : and this he thought the mea- 
ſure his noble friend propoſed would effect. From what he had 
learned, from the reading of the papers on the ſubject, and from his 
own conſideration of the queſtion, he thought Parliament ſhould 
interfere, and would therefore vote for the reſolution. 

Mr. ELLIOT ſaid, that there was no reaſon to believe that the 
copper trade was monopolized. It had been merely afferted that 
it was ſo, and not a ſingle argument had been adduced to prove the 
aſſertion. Although a monopoly really exiſted, the preſent meaſure 
would have no effect whatever in curing it. The beſt way would 
be, to open the ports for importation, and to make the trade per- 
fectly free. Monopoly at any rate could not long exiſt ; it muſt 
ſoon die a natural death, to which it was beſt to leave it. 

Mr. NICHOLS was of opinion, that the propoſed meaſure 
would ruin both the miners and the manufaQurers. The ſpirit of 
adventure would be damped, and at. laſt extinguiſhed in Cornwall; 
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the price of copper would be raiſed, and the commodity would at 
length become impoſſible to be procured, and Birmingham and the 
other manufacturing towns would thus be completely deſtroyed. It 
was well known that mining was not a profitable emplovment to 
the ſpeculators, whatever it might be to the land-owners: nothing but 
the proſpect of great gain could make men engage in it; and when 
they were cut off from the poſſibility of this, they would never run 
the riſk of ruining their fortunes. The mines would thus remain 
unwrought, and thouſands of uſeful labourers would be thrown out 
of employment. The riſe in the price of copper afforded no ground 
to believe that it was monopolized. Between 1755 and 1760, 
the Eaſt-India Company had paid for it never leſs than 1 1 ol. per 
ton. The Angleſca mines were ſoon after that diſcovered, which 
lowered the price for ſome years to an aſtoniſhing degree. For 
ſome time paſt, theſe mines had not been ſo productive, and the 
demand had increafed—the price was of courſe raiſed to its former 
level. When the proprietors of the mines had conſented. to the 
ports being opened. for importation, it would be equally unjuſt and 
impolitie to lay them under any reſtraint. 

Sir W. PULTENE faid, he was an enemy to all legiſlative 
interference in the affairs of trade; the more free and unreſtrained 
it was, the more it would flouriſh. He was a good deal ſtruck with 
the ſudden riſe in the price of copper ; and before he learnt the 
facts mentioned by the honourable gentleman who had juſt fat 
down, he was very much at a loſs to account for it; but theſe he 
thought accounted for the circumſtance ſufficiently, without having 
recourſe to the ſuppoſition of monopoly. It might, indeed, be 
nearly explained by our increaſe of forcign trade and the riſing de- 
mand for the article. If the manufacturers were injured and op- 
preſſed by the preſent high price of copper, and if there was a cer- 
tainty that they would be ruined if it ſhould continue, the fact was 
curious, that the exportation of manufaQured braſs during laſt year 
had not only not been leſs than in former years, but had been con- 
ſiderably greater. It was true, that the fluctuating price of copper 
rendered it in convenient, and ſometimes impoſſible, for the manu- 
facturer to execute the orders which were ſent him; but was cop- 
per the only commodity, the nature of which was ſubject to fluctua- 
tion? Why then fix upon it, and lay it under reſtraints, when all 
others were left unreſtrained ? Large capitals were the only remedy 
for this evil ; and happily it was by theſe prevented from exiſting 
in any great degree in this country. Our manufacturers were in 
general able to keep a large ſtock in hand, and ſpeedily to exccute 
orders to the greateit amount. 
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Mr. BROGDEN affirmed, that the high price of copper was 


produced merely by natural cauſes. He mentioned a mine which 
three years ago uſcd to yield 3000 tons annually, and wiich now 
did not produce above 1000. The price of all the materials uſed 
in railing the copper had increaſed enormouſly. The conſumption 
was much greater now than at any former period, from various 
cauſes, bat particularly as the practic- of ſheathing ſhips both in the 
royal and mercantile navy was becoming more and more common 
every day. | 
Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that as the diminution in the pro- 
duce of the Angleſea mines had not been great ſince 1798, it could 
by no means account for the ſudden and enormous rife in the price 
of copper fince that period. It could be accounted for only by 
ſuppoting that ſome unfair influence was exerted over the trade, and 
in this caſe there was the loudeſt call for legiſlative interference. It 
had been faid that the price of the machinery employed in the mines 
had increaſed 50 per cent. From 1791 perhaps it had; but the 


- compariſon ſhould have been formed between its preſent price and 


its price in 1798, as it was from that period that the enormous riſe 
complained of in the price of copper began. But the machinery 
was not the only circumſtance to be taken into conſideration ; as 
much or more depended upon the intereſt of capital and the rate of 
labour, both which had for a long time remained nearly the fame, 
Therefore the expence of raiſing the copper from the mines had 
not at all events increaſed above 25 per cent. and could not juſtify 
the railing of the price of copper more than one fourth, although it 
had been doubled. It had been mentioned by the honourable Pa- 
ronet, that the increaſed exportation was a concluſive proof that 
the manufacturer was not oppreſſed. But he ought to have conſi- 
dered that what was experted in 1799 was moſt probably pur- 
chaſed in 1798, or 1797, when the price was comporatively low, 
and that for every ton which they then could have got for 10al. 
they now muſt pay not leſs than 1381. Befides, it was well known, 
that manufaRurers would ſubmit to temporary inconvenience, if 
they had the hope of their fituation being improved, and of having 
their grievances redreſſed. This hope had made the merchants of 
Birmingham, and other ſuch towns, perſevere amidſt difficulties in 
carrying on their buſineſs ; but if that hope were taken away, they 
would immediately deſiſt. It was a curious circumſtance, that 
though from the order of Council the demand for copper was di- 
miniſhed by 1000 or 1500 tons, the miners were able to raiſe 
the price of it 30 per cent. There muſt have been ſome unfair 
means employed to produce ſuch fluctuation, —a fluctuation which 
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vas unexampled in any other commodity, and which was highly 
detrimental to the intereſts of the country. To ſay that the manu. 
f-cturer had always a ſufficient ſtuck on hand to anſwer all demands, 
was abimd ; as it was well known that he did not, and could not, 
bein to work the raw materials, till he knew what kind of goods, 
and to whit amount, the purchaſer wiſhed. If he were always to 
k-op a ſtore on hand, he would often be in an awkward fituation, 
1c truth was, that he was -Imoſt conſtantly obliged to wait till a 
cuitract was made; and at preſent he could not be certain that, 
theugh whin he made it, it was highly advantzgeous to him, it 
night not turn out eventually completely ruinous. The manner 


. [Commons, 


in which the minirs pleaded their cauſe was moſt unreaſonable, 


they not only would have their profits to be ſo conſiderable as to 
rer auvantageous the working of a flouriſhing mine, but even 
that rney il culd be fo very conſiderable as to make mines newly 
opened, and thoſe which were nearly exhauſted, to be profitable to 
their wers. It might be Hd with equal propriety, that the price 
ot cn ſhould be ſo high that the farmer ſhould, by the very firſt 
vers crop, be reimburſed for all the-expence he had been at in 
clearing, cultivating, and manuring a piece of waſte land. The 
richeſt mine now wrouglit was perhaps ten years ago chargeable to 
the owner, but he hid been amply repaid. Thoſe who now were 
opening mines, would in like manner be reimburſed in the ſequel; 
and thuſe who were owners of decayed mines, had long ago reaped 
the fruits of thcir labour and expence. Beſides, that as much me- 
tal as poſũble might be extracted from the bowels of the earth, and 
that no one wight ſuffer by the propoſed regulations, it was intended 
that an allo» ance ſhould be given to all thoſe who wrought mines 
beyond a certain depth. Nothing can be more umeaſonable than 
for the fake of the productive mines to oppoſe the preſent regula- 
tion, as it would ſtill leave them aitoniſhingly profitable; and from 
what he had ſaid, it appeared no leſs unreaſonable to oppoſe it for 
the ſake of the decayed ones. Mr. Pitt ſaid, that he was in general 


a decided friend to freedom of trade ; but there was no rule, how- 


ever general, which did not admit of exceptions ; and he was 
clearly of opinion, that as this country poſſeſſed more copper than 
all Europe beſides, this commodity was very different from molt 
others we dealt in ; aud that to make the importation and exporta- 
tion of it perfectly free, would be highly detrimental to the intereſts 
of the empire. 


Mr. Bz0Gpzn and Mr. GxRCOR ſpoke each a few words in 
explanation. 
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Mr. HUSSEY ſaid, that the free exportation of every commo- 
dity ſhould be permitted ; as in this caſe a greater quantity was 
raiſed, and they were afforded much cheaper for home conſumption, 
than if they had been under any reſtriction. The preſent meaſure 


* would unqueſtionably tend to make copper ſcarcer and higher priced 


in Great Britain; and it was highly unjuſtifiable thus to interfere 
between man and man. 

Lord HAW KESBURY diſclaimed all intentions of this ſort ;; 
and ſaid, that he only meant to correct the abuſe of copper being 
raiſed 100 per cent. when, by the confeſſion of the miners, the ex- 
pence of raiſing it had not inereaſed above 50 per cent. 

Mr. TIERNEY ſaid, that he would not give a ſilent vote upon 
the preſent occaſion. The Houſe was now in the ſingular ſituation 
of deciding between man and man. Some Birmingham manufac- 
turers, having acceſs to the Members of the Privy Council, had 
complained of ſome grievances which they faid they were oppreſſed 
with, and had prayed for relief. In this they did nothing that was 
improper ; but before their petition was granted, it ought to be con- 
ſidered how far the intereſts of others were concerned. The queſ- 
tion was a queſtion between man and man ; and before deciding it, 
it was neceſſary to advert to the circumſtances of the oppoſite par- 
ties, The manufacturers required no capital, and could eaſily, 
upon any emergence, turn their attention to ſome other occupation. 
The miners were engaged in the moſt dangerous ſpeculations, and 
for Parliament to ſtep in, and determine when their gains were ſuf- 
ficient, was cruel and unjuſt in the extreme. They might thus 
loſe their fortunes, and had no poſſibility of gaining a recompence 
for their riſk. Still farther, the property of many of the mining 
companies was diviged into ſhares, which had been bought at a 
high rate, from the proſpect of the trade continuing to be unre- 
ſtrained, and conſequently flouriſhing. But now to render that 
trade leſs lucrative was a direct violation of private property, and 
would be ſeverely felt by many individuals. That manufaQures 
declined might be true, and had been originally alleged ; but no 
one had complained that this declenfion had proceeded from the 
high price of copper. It was cauſed more probably by the war, 
and would be better remedied by procuring the prohibitions for the 
importation of our goods to be aboliſhed at Peterſburgh and at 

Vienna, or perhaps by granting a bounty upon wrought copper ex- 
ported when the raw material ſhould be beyond a certain price. 
But it was in vain to look for flouriſhing manufactures till a peace 
ſhould be concluded. Here the Chancellor of the Exchequer was 
obſerved to ſmile, ]—The right honourable gentleman might ſmile, 
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Mr. Tierney obſerved, but he wald find it impoſſible to ſpend two 
or three hundred millions without raiting the price of commodities, 
and injuring our foreign commerce The principle of the pro- 
poſed reſtrictions went to lay the trading intereſt of the country at 
the merey of the Privy Council. He did not know what connee. 
tions the noble Lord might, have formed. or what projeQs he 
might have in view; out, this principic once admitted, Court fa. 
vour would be the ſure!'t way to make a fortune; not largeneſs of 
capital, ſtrength of judgment, or intcgrity of conduct. He was 
aſtoniſhed at the untair arts which had been uſed to throw odium 
upon the miners, and was particularly ſurpriſed to hear a noble 
Lord in that Houſe denounce as a monopoliſt a man of the greateſt 
merit and moſt irreproachable character. He had not been con- 
tent with hints or infinuations againſt him, or with clalling him 
wich others of the ſame detoription, but he had diſtinAly marked 
him out, and clearly chalked his door. Mr, Tierncy faid, that he 
had not thrice ſpoken to Mr. Williams in his life, nor was he in 
any wav connected with him; but he felt the higheſt reſpect for 
him; and it thoſe who from ſmall beginnings had, with an un- 
blemiſhed reputation, amailed a large fortune, were not to be re- 
ſpeted and eſteemed in tis commercial nation, he was at a loſs to 
conceive what clais of ſociety had a title to reſpect and eſteem, 
There was not the ſlighteſt reaſon to believe that Mr. Williams 
had been at all inſtrumental in raifing the price of copper. Indeed, 
after what had happened laſt ſeſſion, it was evidently his intereſt to 


keep it as low as poſſible; and as he was allowed by all to be an 


intelligent man, this very circumſiance ſeemed to free him from the 
charge of monopolizing. He did not believe that there exiſted 
any wacre a monopoly of this article. Nothing could be more fair, 
or better calculated to excite competition, than the method in which 
at was monthly fold at the mines. Mr. T teimey concluded by 
giving his moſt dceided oppoſition to the reſolutions then betore the 
Committee; which, if carricd into a law, would be detrimental to 


all parties concerned, and would afford a precedent of the moſt dan- 
gerous nature. 


Lord HAWKESBURY faid, that he by no means wiſned to 
calumniate any individual ; he thought that none deſerved better of 
ſociety than thoſe who roſe by their own excrtions from poverty to 
affluence. He would conclude by putting it to the Houſe, whether 
it was not juſt that the Legiſlature ſhould now interfere to check 
exportation, when in 1788 it interfered and forced it, to the loſs 
of the manufacturers. 
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Mr. TIERNEY ſaid, that if he had been in Parliament in 
1788, he would have oppoſed that reſolution ; but it was to be 
obſerved, that it was not adopted till the market was glutted, and 
the manufaQurers had more copper than they could poſlibly make 
uſe of. At that time the miners had demanded a new coinage of 
copper, which they were refuſed. Now when the copper was dear, 
that coinage was made; and becauſe it had raifed the price ſtill 
further, the miners were accuſed of being monopoliſts. 

Mr. WILLIAM SMITH faid, that the opening of the ports 

of Great Britain, in his opinicn, was the moſt efficacious remedy 
for the evil. 

Lord SHEFFIELD concluded the debate by ſaving, that he 
did not think ir neceſſary to notice a great deal that had been ſaĩd by 
way of argument in favour of the extreme bad policy of checking 
entcrprize in obtaining any produce, and of giving a monopoly to 
any deſcription of perſons, by way of lowering the price of an 
article, or of obviating monopoly. To prohibit the exportation of 
copper, is neither more nor leſs chan giving a monopoly of it to 
thoſe who uſe that article. If a monopoly exiſts, or the country 
does not produce ſufficient, for the demand, ncither of which is 


proved, the onlv juſtifiable means of obviating the monopoly, or 


ſupplying the demand, muſt be by opening our ports to the import- 
ation of copper: it muſt then be conſidered, whether it will be 
necefſary to countervail the many exeiſes of this country by an im- 
poſt duty; he did not know that it was. It was natural that there 
ſhould be ſome anxiety in reſpect to an ample ſupply tor the navy; 
bur the navy required only a thirteenth part of the copper produced 
in England and Wales, In reſpect to wool only, did the bad prin- 
ciple in queſtion exify there were many who did not think it expe- 
dient to combat certain prejudices which prevailed on that ſubject ; 
but he did not know any man, competent to decide on it, who did 
not lament that ſuck a principle had ever exiſted, and he hoped at 
leaſt we ſhould not extend that bad principle.“ 

The Committee divided — For the Reſolution, 47 ; againſt it, 
67. Majority againſt the Reſolution, 20. 

Adjourned to Thurſday the 17th inſtant, 


Thurſday, April 17. | x 


The SPEAKER obſerved, that ſome petitions 88 as he 
underſtood, to be preſented to the Houſe on behalf of certain inn- 
keepers and others on whom ſoldiers and horſes were quartered, 


coimplaining of hardſhips which they allege they ſuffer by the num- 
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bers that are quartered on them; and alſo on account of the pre- 
ſent very high price of me fodder, &c.; and praying for re- 
lief. Some of the gentlemen who had ſuch petitions to preſent, 
had ſubmitted to him, whether they could regularly preſent them 
without a. recommendation from the Crown, it being an eſtabliſhed 
rule of the Houſe, that no petition that had for its object the appli- 
cation of the public money, ſhould be received without a recom- 
mendation from the Crown ; and theſe petitions complained of a 
ſubje& which, amongſt other things, embraced the conſideration of 


[CoMmong, 


allowance made to innkeepers at the public expence. He had con- 


fidered that ſubject, and thought it right now to call the attention 
of the Houſe to it. Undoubtedly, in all caſes of petitions calling 
for an application of the public money, there muſt be a recommen- 
dation from-the Crown before the Houſe could reccive them. That 
was a ſtanding rule and order of the Houſe. There was, however, 
a precedent in the year 1795, in which petitions, ſimilar to thoſe 
now propoſed to be preſented, had been received without a recom- 
mendation from the Crown. The principle on which they were fo 
received muſt have been this, that there were modes of relief which 
might be effeQual to the object of the petitioners, without any ap- 
plication of the public money, or any vote of a pecuniary grant: 


ſuch, for inſtance, as leſſening the number of ſoldiers or horſes quar- 


tered on the petitioners. He was therefore of opinion, that ſuch 
petitions as theſe might, without recommendation from the Crown, 
be regularly received by the Houſe, provided they prayed for relief 
generally. He thought it his duty to call the attention of the 
Houſe to the ſubject, becauſe it had reference to the practice of the 
Houſe ; and he had explained the grounds on which he conceived 
the precedent in 1795 was founded. 

A great number of petitions, to the effect the Speaker had juſt al- 
luded to, were then preſented. 

Mr. ROSE moved the order of the day for taking His Majeſty” 3 
meſſage into conſideration relative to the two Reſolutions of the two 
Houſes of the Iriſh Parliament ; which being read, he moved, that 
the ſame be diſcharged, as the right honourable the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer was ſo much indiſpoſed as not to be able to attend 
his duty in the Houſe ; and that the ſaid meſſage might be taken 
into conlideration on Monday next. —Ordered. 

Mr. GREY moved for an account of the number of offices 
held by Members of the Iriſh Parliament, and the ſalaries attached 
to each. 


Mr. ROSE ſaid he did not riſe to give any oppoſition to the pre- 
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ſent motion; but he really did not know how ſuch an aecount 
could be madequt in England. 


Mr. GREY faid, he thought it extremely material, when ſo. 


great a number as one hundred Iriſh Members were about to be 
added to the Houſe of Commons of this country, that a corre& ac- 
count of the offices poſſeſſed by theſe Members, and the falaries at- 
tached to them, ſhould be known to every Member of that Houſe, 
before he voted on a queſtion which involved in it fo great an al- 
teration as was to be made in that Houſe, in order to ſee how theſe 
offices and ſalaries would bear on it. He was ſomewhat ſurpriſed, 


conſidering the cloſe connection which had long ſubſiſted between 


the Engliſh and Iriſh Governments, that the production of this 
account ſhould be found ſo very difficult. | 

Mr. ROSE ſaid, that certainly ſuch an account could not, in 
his opinion, be furnithed by any perſon in England ; and the time 
was too ſhort between this and Monday to proture it from thoſe who 
had the power of furniſhing it. 
Mr. GREY inſiſted upon the great importance of the account 
moved for, and lamented that' from the ſhortneſs of the time -it 
could not be produced before Monday ; however, he flattered him- 
ſelf it might be forthcoming before the ſubje& was finally decided 
upon; and he therefore moved, That an humble addreſs be 
preſented to His Majeſty, humbly praying that His Majeſty would 
give orders that there be laid before the Houſe an account of all 
the offices, and the ſalaries attached thereto, tenable by Members of 
the Houſe of Commons of Ireland.” —Ordered. 


The order of the day for the ſecond reading of the bill to 


amend an act paſſed laſt Seſſion, for pang an Income to His 
Majeſty, being read 

Mr. ROSE faid, that in conſequence of ſeveral objeAions which 
had, fince the Houſe laſt met, been made to the bill in its preſent 
ſhape, and alſo of ſeveral alterations which had been ſuggeſted, it 
was the wiſh of his right honourable friend to have further time to 
reconſider the bill. He therefore moved that the -ſaid order be dil- 
charged. — Ordered, 

Mr. ROSE then moved, that the ſaid my be read a ſecond time 
on Friday ſe'nnight. 

Mr. TIERNEY ſaid, he wondered how any Miniſter 4 to 
move to poſtpone a bill like this, on an avowal that he intended to 
make alterations which had been ſuggeſted to him ſince the Houſe 
laſt met. From whence did theſe ſuggeſtions come? Not from 
the Houſe, it was evident. The Miniſter had obtained the leave 


of the Houſe to bring in a bill to amend an 2 paſled laſt Seſſion, 
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without mentioning the purport of the bill. It had been read a to it, 

firſt time, and; by that and the order for printing, it had become eye, | 

the ſolemn act of that Houſe. When printed and ſent forth to that i 

public view, it appeared to be a bill of ſuch a monſtrous tendency baſeſt 

as ought-never to have been ſuffered to be brought into that Houſe, duty, 

The right honourable gentleman had thus ſaddled the Houſe with It oi 

the odium of the diſgrace which attached to a bill belonging ſolely time. 

to himſelf ; and he could by no means think of giving his con- it wo 

ſent that ſuch a bill ſhould be read a ſecond time at all. He there- the d 

fore gave notice, that on Thurſday next he fhould move for a re- right 

peal of the Income Tax altogether. He had ever, from the firſt ing it 

mention of it, been averſe from its principle, which he had now Hou 

greater reaſon to condemn than ever, fince he was convinced that a bil! 

this tax was not capable of being made productive, but by means of ſteal! 

recurring to ſuch oppreſſive meaſures as are altogether revolting to Sefl1 

the feelings of a free people, and totally repugnant to the vital prin- Aſſe 

ciples of the Britiſh Conſtitution. that 

Mr. ROSE expreſſed himſelf much ſurpriſed at the warmth and will 

indignation with which the honourable gentleman had conveyed his mor 
diſapprobation of his preſent motion, and in which he by no means ther 

thought him juſtified. His right honourable friend finding that the and 

Income Act paſſed laſt Seſſion, though highly advantageous to the cura 

intereſts of the Public, had not been ſo productive as had been man 

wiſhed and expected, had thought it his duty to bring in this bill to coul 

| amend the ſame. It had been read a firſt time, and printed; fince had 

| which ſeveral alterations had been ſuggeſted to his right honourable x 

| friend, which induced him to wiſh for more time to re- conſider it. deb: 
1 As to his right honourable friend's having received ſuggeſtions from ſhot 
4 perſons out of the Houſe, he really ſaw no reaſon why thoſe ſhould whe 
5 be deemed reprehenſible. He appealed to the candour of the for 
Houſe, if, when any Member brought in a bill, and after it had been Me 
| read and printed, he might not, on the ſuggeſtions of his friends, ſent 
Y made either in or out of the Houſe, make fuch alterations in it as con 
h he thought proper. It was, in fact, every day's practice. wil 
1 Mr. TIERNEY ſaid, that the right honourable gentleman had, 
| in the whole of this tranſaQion, aQed in the moſt reprehenſible 8 
| manner. He had, without any preface, moved for leave to bring he, 
A in a bill to amend an act paſſed laſt Seſſion, without even hinting of 
i the ſmalleſt intimation of the nature of his bill; he had then the 
brought it-in in conſequence of the leave given. It had been read Co 

a firſt time, and ordered to be printed. By this order the bill be- | 

came the ſolemn act of the Houſe, and the Houſe now found itſelf .of 


liable to all the diſgrace which ſo powerfully and plentifully attached (I 
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to it. When this bill was ſent forth and encountered the public 
eye, it was at the firſt glance perceptible to the meaneſt capacity 
that it was a monſtrous meaſure, teeming in every word with the 
baſeſt oppreſſion, and ſuch as, if the Houſe had carefully done its 
duty, ought not for a moment to have been tolerated in that Houſe. 
It ought never to have received the honour of being read a firſt 
time. Nay, he believed, if the nature of it had then been known, 
it world have been ſcouted with indignation and abhorrence, and 
the diſgrace would have reſted ſolely on the head of its author. The 
right honourable gentleman, however, under the pretence of bring- 
ing in a bill to amend a former act, had endeavoured to trepan the 
Houſe ; he had actually ſtolen in a new bill upon the Houſe ; not 
a bill to amend and regulate a former tax, but a bill which by 
ſtealth really impoſed a new tax. By the Income Act paſſed laſt 
Seſſion, certain deductions were to be made on account of the 
Aſſeſſed Taxes ; theſe deductions are not mentioned in this act, fo 
that if it paſſes into a law they will be repealed, and thus the Public 
will be ſaddled with an entire new tax, amounting to 10 per cent. 
more upon the Income. The right honourable gentleman had 
therefore endeavoured to trick the Houſe, and to trick the Public; 
and he called upon the Speaker to declare, whether he was not ac- 
curate and right when he ſaid, that if the right honourable gentle- 
man had informed the Houſe of the nature of his bill, it never 
could have been permitted to be read a firſt time in the manner it 
had been ſo read. 

The SPEAKER obſerved, that there was an irregularity in the 
debate altogether ; but fince an appeal had been made to him, he 


ſhould certainly, in conformity. with his duty, inform the Houſe 


what his opinion as on the ſubject. He believed it would be beſt 
for him to ſee firſt whether he exactly underſtood the honourable 
Member's (Tierney) meaning. He conceived, he ſaid, the repre- 
ſentation of the honourable Member to be, that if the preſent bill 
contains no ſuch deduRtions as the former bill, the effect of this bill 
will be another tax of 10 per cent. | | 

Mr. TIERNEY ſaid, Yes. 

The SPEAKER reſumed. —** If it ſhould turn out to be ſo,” ſaid 
he, „this bill ought to be withdrawn; for, by the ſtanding orders 


of the Houſe, no new tax can be laid on but by a Committee of 


the whole Houſe ; and as this bill did not originate in ſuch a 
Committee, it would, for want of that, be vitiated.“ 

Mr. W. DUNDAS ſaid, he was much ſurpriſed at the warmth 
.of expreſſion uſed by the honourable gentleman oppoſite: to him 
(Tierney) ; and could not conceive any purpoſe it could anſwer, 
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unleſs it were to pratify ſome ſpleen of his own. He had uſed the 
words entrap, enſnare, and play a trick on the Houſe—with what 
propriety he would leave the Houſe to judge. The Chancellor of 
the Exchequer had moved for leave to bring in a bill to amend an 
act of laſt Seſſion. This bill had been read a firſt time, printed, 
and circulated throughout the country, that the Houſe and the 
Public might conſider and judge of its merits. Could this be ſaid 
to be entrapping the Houſe, or playing tricks with and enſnaring it ? 
Suggeſtions had been made that the bill would admit of alterations. 
Nothing could be more proper, then, than that the ſecond reading 
ſhould be poſtponed, in order to give time to reconſider it : for this 
reaſon, the motion of his honourable friend ſhould have his hearty 
fupport. 

The SPEAKER recommended to gentlemen to examine the 
bill with the utmoſt care and attention, to ſee how far that part of 
it pointed out by the honourable Member (Tierney) was founded 
on fact. He meant they ſhould do this by to-morrow, or ſome 
earlier day than Friday ſe'nnight ; becauſe if the fact was ſo, the 
bill muſt be withdrawn, and in ſuch caſe the motion for the ſecond 
reading on that day would be nugatory. 

Mr. ROSE acknowledged that it did ſtand in the bill as ſtated 
by the honourable gentleman oppoſite to him; but it had been 
" owing to inadvertency, for the bill had been printed and circulated 
through the country, which ſhewed that they could not ſuppoſe ſuch 
an omiſſion was contained in it. 

Mr. GREY faid, that from the whole manner of proceeding it 
was evident it exhibited an appearance to the world which was very 
extraordinary. The Houſe had, in conſequence of the novel proce- 
dure of the-right honourable gentleman in introducing this bill, cer- 
tainly received a bill which it ought not to have received: this bill 
had received the ſanction of the Houſe to its being printed, at the 
ſame time that it now clearly appears, if the bill had been regularly 
- brought into the Houſe, it would have been diſeuſſed, and by that 
means would not have becn entertained at all. He coincided en- 
tirely with his honourable friend (Tierney) in thoſe objections which 
' he made to the ſuggeſtions of alterations coming from perſons with- 
Out doors rather than within. This,“ ſaid he, “ is one of the 
proceedings which I moſt reprobate, and which has, I fear, tended 
more than any other to lower the character and dignity of that 
Houſe.” When gentlemen had any objections to a meaſure, he 
feared they were but too apt to go with them into a private parlour 


in Downing-ſtreet, inſtead of bringing them nat in a manly and 
.« conſtitutional manner in that Houſe. | 
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Lord HAWKESBURY ſaid, he would treſpaſs upon the Houſe 
but for a few minutes. If the objeQion made by the honourable 
gentleman oppoſite to him was founded, if the alteration in the pre- 
ſent bill could really be conſidered as a new tax, undoubtedly the 
bill muſt be withdrawn; upon that part of the ſubject, therefore, 
he would not trouble the Houſe : but he wiſhed to ſay a few words 
in anſwer to ſome general obſervations which had been thrown out 
on the other fide of the Houſe, reſpeQing the manner in which this 
bill had been brought forward. The Houſe laſt year, after the 
moſt ample and laborious inveſtigation, approved of the principle of 
this meaſure by a very large majority; but it was found during 
the ſummer, that, however excellent it might be in principle, ſtill 
ſome further regulations were neceſſary to prevent the evafions 
which were practiſed. Thoſe who diſapproved altogether of the 
meaſure, of courſe would not approve of any regulation to enforce 
the collection of the tax; but he was ſure that no man who really 
approved of the principle of the bill, could ſeriouſly oppoſe ſuch al- 
terations as might render it more efficacious. He was ready to ad- 
mit, that if the Miniſter or any other Member introduced any mea- 
ſure into the Houſe totally new in principle, he was bound to. ſtate 


fully and diſtinctly its nature and object; but if it was one, the 


prineiple of which had undergone full inveſtigation, and had re- 
ceived the decided approbation of Parliament, and that upon ex- 
perience it was found imperfe in ſome parts of the detail, it cer- 
tainly was not neceſſary, nor could a Miniſter be called upon in the 
firſt inſtance to ſtate all the regulations he meant to propoſe. He 
would even go further, and ſtate, that theſe regulations ought only 


w be taken into conſideration; in a Committee; and therefore the 


Chancellor of the Exghequer would have waſted his own time and 
that of the Houſe if he had entered into any detail upon the regu- 
lation before the Houſe went into a Committee. The fair and 
proper mode of proceeding was the one which had been adopted 
upon the preſent occaſion ;. the bill had been printed and circulated 
throughout the country, and the people had an opportunity of con- 
fidering it maturely, and of communicating their ſentiments to their 
repreſentatives. The honourable gentleman had ſpoken of perſons 


making their application to the Miniſter privately, inſtead of ſtating 
their oppoſition in that Houſe. He really was at a loſs to conceive 


upon what ground the honourable gentleman oppoſed this mode of 
proceeding, nor could he imagine what pleaſure gentlemen found in 
ſuch oppoſition. If it was the general: wiſh that bills ſhould. be as 
perfect as poſſible, he could not conceive why any gentleman. who 
propoſed a meaſure ſhould not conſult with thoſe who were qualified 


222 PARLIAMENTARY 


* 


to give him information upon the ſubjet. It could not be con. 
| fidered as infringing the independence of Parliament, and it un. 
doubtedly rendered buſineſs much more eaſy. . - 

Mr, JONES ſaid, that the honourable gentlemen oppoſſ ite to 
him had all confeſſed there were great irregularities in the bill, 
He did not think this was the only complaint againſt it. If he 
underſtood the bill right, it went fo far as to prevent people from 
deduQing their aſſeſſed taxes, which was a direct call on them for 
to per cent. more of their property than they paid under the former 
act: it was in other reſpects ſo very oppreſſive and inquiſitorial a 
bill, that he had heard many of the Miniſter's own ſteady friends 
declare it mu? be very materially altered. If he was to ſpeak the 
ſenſe of the people upon it, he verily believed that nine out of ten 
deteſted this meaſure, and thought that it ought to be burnt by the 
hands of the common hangman. 

Mr.-PERCIVAL faid, it was not his wiſh to protract the de- 
bate ; but ſome obſervations had been made on the other fide of the 
Houſe, which he could not paſs over in ſilence. The opinion which 
had been delivered from the Chair was founded upon the ſtatement 
of the honourable gentleman oppoſite ; in that ſtatement the ho- 
nourable gentleman appeared to him (though certainly unintention- 
ally) to have miſrepreſented the nature of the bill, The bill did 
not profeſs to lay a new tax upon the aſſeſſed taxes; but it did that 
which was authorized by Parliament, viz. laid a tax upon income. 

The indulgence given in the caſe of the aſſeſſed taxes was taken 
away; but that was not a new tax, it was only acting upon the prin- 
ciple of the old one. If this new doarine was to be adopted, every 
alteration which experience might render neceffary in a. tax bill 


[CoMmony, 


might be confidered as a new tax, and muſt be previouſly ſanc- . 


tioned in a Committee of Ways and Means. Gentlemen ſeemed 
to be of opinion, that it was not proper for the Miniſter to propoſe 
any alterations or amendments in conſequence of ſuggeſtions which 
he might receive in private. It appeared to him rather ſingular, 
that they ſhould think it abſolutely necefſary for the Miniſter to ob- 
tain every ſpecies of information before he introduced a bill, but 
that during its progreſs it was improper to make the leaſt inquiry 
out of doors. "This was a mode of reafoning to which he could by 
no means aſſent; for ſurely the Minifter, and every other Member, 
was juſtified, befire he ultimately made up his mind upon any ſub- 
Je, to apply to every perſon from whom he thought he might col- 
lect information, and in doing fo, he could not be ſappoſed, in the 
moſt remote degree, to violate the dignity of Parliament. There 


\ 


could not, he apprehended, be any difference of opinion upon the 
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main point, and therefore he for one ſhould not protract the debate 
with any further obſervations. 

The SPEAKER ſaid, the opinion he had given was founded 

the ſtatement of the honourable gentleman, that that was 
now rendered liable to the tax which had been exempted laſt 
Seſſion. 

Mr. GREY roſe to explain. The honourable and learned gen- 
tleman, he ſaid, had miſunderſtood his meaning, He never meant 
to infinuate, that the Minifter, or any other Member, had not a 
right to obtain every information in his power upon every queſtion 
in diſcuſſion before Parliament; on the contrary, he had ſaid, it 
was the duty of each Member to uſe every means to acquire know- 
ledge upon all ſubjects in agitation. But what he meant to- com- 
plain of was, that unfortunate practice which had prevailed of late, 
and which, in his opinion, tended to deſtroy the dignity of Parlia- 
ment, viz, that perſons ſhould think the power of the Miniſter ſo 


great and ſo certain, that they ſhould apply privately to him when 


they wanted any alteration, inſtead of ſeeking redreſs in the Houſe. 
This was the view he had taken of the ſubjeR ; but he ſuppoſed 
he had exprefled himſelf inaccurately, or the honourable gentleman 
could not have ſo completely miſunderſtood him. g a 

Mr. WILLIAM SMITH faid, the learned gentleman (Mr. 
Percival) was not correct in ſuppoſing that there was no difference 
of opinion on the motion for putting off this bill until Friday ſe'n- 


night; for one, he ſhould oppoſe ſo ſhort a delay, and ſhould propoſe 


its being put off for three months, fix months, or the longeſt poſſi- 
ble time. The noble Lord ſeemed to think, that the conſideration 
of the detail was not proper until they came into a Committee; 
but it was poſſible to introduce a bill, the general principle of which 
might be approved of, yet containing clauſes of a nature that would 
render it unfit to be read even a firſt time. For inſtance, if there 
was a clauſe in this bill, that every perſon ſhould be ſent to New- 
gate till he paid the tax, ſurely it would not be ſaid that the Houſe 
ought to wait till the bill was committed before they rejected it. 


The preſent bill contained a ſyſtem of inquiſition, ſuch as had never 


been heard of in any civilized country as applicable to a meaſure 
of finance—ſuch as had never been thought of even in revolu- 
tionary France; The proviſions appeared to him to be inimical to 
the Conftitution and the commercial intereſts of the country, de- 
ſtructive of every ſpecies of comfort, and calculated to produce the 
worlt conſequences. He could not give his conſent to the ſeoond 
reading of ſuch 2 bill on Friday ſe'nnight, and ſhould therefore 
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move to amend the motion, by ſubſtituting the words * this day 
ſix months.” 

Mr. JOLLIFFE ſaid, it was admitted on all hands that the 
preſent bill muſt be altered; now, by putting it off till Friday fe'n. 
night, the country would be left in a ſtate of complete ſuſpence, 
which would not be the caſe if the preſent bill was thrown out, and 
a new one brought in. This mode of proceeding ſeemed to him 
the beſt calcnlated to promote the convenience of the Houſe, and 
thoſe by whom the bill was hrought in. 

Mr. BUXTON wiſhed to know whether, if this vill was put 


off for fix months, another bill could be brought in, in the 1 mean 
time ? 


The SPEAKER replied i in the negative. 

Mr. BUXTON then begged the Houſe to conſider, that this 
act had produced near ſeven millions; and what would be the 
ſituation of this country if it was now altogether rejected? The 
general principle of a tax upon income had mct with the approba- 
tion of Parliament, and he ſhould be happy to aſſent to any proper 
regulation to render it efficacious. He confeſſed he was aſtoniſhed 


at the oppoſition, and at the attempt which had deen made to get 
rid of it in ſuch a manner. 


Mr. WILLIAM SMITH ſaid, the effect of adoptir ting his 

amendment would be, that the income act of laſt year would remain 
in force, 
Mr. BAKER ſaid, he was of opinion that the reſent bill, as it 
now ſtood, ought not to paſs. He ſhould give his aſſent to poſt- 
poning the bill for any period of time, becauſe he conceived that 
another bill might be _— in with a flight alteration in the 
title. 

Mr. GREY ſaid, that if this amendment was agreed to, the 
income tax would remain as before, and the produce would proba- 
bly be the ſame as laſt year. He wiſhed to ſuggeſt to his honourable 
friend (Mr. Smith), that if he wiſhed to get rid of the bill alto- 
gether, the better way would be not to perſiſt in his amendment; 
but to put a direct negative upon the motion for reading the bill a 
ſecond time on Friday ſe'nnight. This appeared to him the moſt 


[Commoxs, 


direct mode of proceeding, particularly with a view to the objection 
which had been made by his honourable friend (Mr. Tierney). It 
would be improper to appoint the ſecond reading of a bill, even 
pro forma, againſt which there was ſo fatal an objection. He 
therefore hoped, that his honourable friend would withdraw bus 


amendment. 
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Mr. JOHN SMITH ſaid, that if the 8 on the other 
ſide diſapproved of the prineiple of this meaſure altogether, their 
conduct upon this occaſion was conſiſtent; but certainly no gentle- 
man who approved of the principle, and who felt the great benefits 
which the country had derived from the income act, could aſſent to 
the amendment now before the Houſe. He admitted that ſome al- 
terations muſt be made in the preſent bill; and it was for the pur- 
poſe of making them as efficient as poſſible, that it was propoſed to 
poſtpone the bill to Friday ſe'nnight. But he thought it did not 
become the Houſe to prevent the poſſibility of all amendments by 
putting off the bill for ſix months. 

The SPEAKER begged to ſet an honourable gentleman (Mr. 
Grey) right in one particular. The effect of negativing the motion 
for reading the bill a ſecond time on Friday next, would be the loſs 
of the bill; for it would be competent to any gentleman to move 
for its being read a ſecond time on any other day. 

The SPEAKER faid, that he found it his duty to inform the 
gentleman who had wiſhed to meet the queſtion of the ſecond read- 
ing of the bill on Friday fe'nnight with the negative, that though he 
ſhould carry ſuch a motion, and the ſecond reading ſhould be nega- 
tived, a bill of a ſimilar nature might that ſeſſion be introduced 
by any honourable Member. If the amendment ſhould be carried, 
for the preſent ſeſſion no ſuch bill could be brought in. 

Mr. HOBHOUSE ſaid that he approved of the amendment, 
chiefly becauſe it precluded the poſlibility of the queſtion being 
again ſoon revived. If the bill ſhould be ſet aſide by the motion 


of his honourable friend, and the income tax repealed by the : 


motion another honourable friend of his meant to bring forward on i 
Thurſday, he ſhoulg, heartily rejoice. Such a tax muſt be either 
unproduQtive, and operate partially ; or, to make it bear equally, 
means muſt be employed which were inconſiſtent with the princi- 
ples of a free Conſtitution, Of that nature was the preſent bill, 
which was hoſtile to liberty, ruinous to commerce; and deſtructive 
to. all ſocial comfort; and it was the earneſt wiſh of his heart that 
it might be for ever extinguiſhed. He could aſſure gentlemen that 
he took no pleaſyre in oppoſing the meaſures of Government; the 
taſk, on the contrary, was painful in the extreme. For reaſons 
which he could not ſtate in that Houſe, it was moſt exceſſively 
painful to oppoſe conſtantly ſo great a majority, and to ſpeak in an 
aſſembly where every thing was decided by ſtrength of numbers, 
without regard to reaſon or argument. A ſenſe of duty was his 
only motive, and that alone would always be a ſufficient one. 
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dun the ſtatute book, and- were anxious to ſee it improved. No one 


charged for the ſecond reading of the bill taking place to- morrow, 


Vith the laſt ſpeaker, that the tax had been ſhamefully evaded. On 
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The MASTER OF THE ROLLS faid, that if the honour. 
able gentleman fo reprobated the meaſure, and thought that under 
no modifications it could poſſibly be made expedient, he did right in 
oppoſing the ſecond reading of the bill. But he himſelf, and many 

re, approved of the income act of laſt ſeſſion, wiſhed it to ſtand 


with theſe ſentiments could think for a moment of voting againſt 
the ſecond reading of the bill, however objectionable they might 
conſider it. If the regulations propoſed in it ſhould be deemed 
inexpedient in a future ſtage of the bill, others might be ſuggeſted 
and adopted. He could not help expreſſing his aſtoniſhment that 
this diſcuſſion ſhould have been brought on to-day, when it was 
altogether unexpected, and members were unprepared to enter into 
it. He thought it rather unfair, becauſe the order had been dif. 


to move that it ſhould be put off for ſix months, or, in other 
words, that the bill ſhould be thrown out. The procedure was 
unprecedented, and he hoped would long remain without a parallel, 
If this practice were to become common, and motions of the ut- 
moſt importance were to be made without any previous notice, the 
moſt dreadful diforder and confufion would be introduced into the 
proceedings of the Houſe. Any Member who diſapproved of a 
bill might take a favourable opportunity to move that the order for 
its being again read ſhould be diſcharged, and that it ſhould be 
thrown out altogether, although a great majority were in favour of 
it. On theſe grounds he would oppoſe the amendment. He 
would not now enter into the merits of the bill. It was evident 
that ſome bill was neceffary, as this moſt juſt and wholeſome tax 
was ſhamefully evaded ; and though the preſent ſhould be read a 
ſecond time, it by no means followed that the remedies which it 
propoſed ſhould be excluſively adopted. As to the point whether 
the bill contained any clauſe ſufficient to vitiate it, he was rather 
doubtful ; but thought the advice of the Speaker ſhould be followed, 
and a Committee appointed to examine. 

Mr. JOLLIFFE was not averſe to the principle of the income 
tax ; but thoyght that the ſecond reading of the bill ſhould be poſt- 
poned for fix months, as much uſeful information might be obtained 
during the enſuing ſummer. He by no means coincided in opinion 


the contrary, he thought that in general it had been paid with the 
greateſt fairneſs. - _ 

Mr. HAWKINS BROWNE ſaid, that he was convinced there 
was no ſource of ſupply open to this country more ample, adequate, 
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and advantageous than the income tax: at the ſame time it had 
not produced ſo much as was expected, and as it ought to have 
yielded. This had ariſen from ſome perſons having been able to 
evade it. It was juſt and proper that each ſhould contribute his 
ſhare to the expences of the State, and to promote this laudable end 
was the object of the preſent bill. The means it meant to e 

might be produQive of ſome inconvenience ; but the convenienee 
of the individual ſhould give way to the good of the State ; and 
although theſe regulations ſhould be ever ſo objectionable, this was 
no reaſon for rejeQing the bill in its preſent ſtage, as every objection 
might be removed. He had in a former part of the evening been 
much aſtoniſhed to hear it objected to a right honourable gentle- 
man, that he had converſed upon public meaſurgs in his parlour, and 
that the Miniſter's cloſet was the place to which all muſt apply for 
redreſs. It would be hard if the Miniſter ſhould not have the ſame 
privilege as other Members, particularly that of conſulting his 


friends; that he (Mr. Pitt) had any influence in the Houſe beſides 


what aroſe from ſuperior talents and attention to buſineſs, he utterly 
denied. It was his duty to propoſe this meaſure, he was reſponſi- 
ble for it, and it was impoſſible for him to be perfectly aware of its 
nature and conſequences till ſome time after it had been made pub- 
lie, He was therefore juſtified in receiving information in every 
poſſible manner, and from every poſſible quarter. Had he been 
aſked to explain the clauſes of the bill when he moved for leave to 
bring it in, he would have readily given every explanation in his 
power. He in the moſt reſpectful manner ſubmitted it to the 
Houſe, whether it would not be better to wave all diſcuſſion till 
the bill ſhould be printed, and gentlemen ſhould be able to form 
an adequate idea of its contents; and the Houſe, by its acquieſcence, 
tacitly acknowledged the propriety of the propoſal. Mr. Browne 
concluded by giving his decided negative to the amendment. 

Mr. SHERIDAN lamented that he was not preſent at the com- 
mencement of the debate. It appeared to him irregular then to diſ- 
cuſs the merits of the bill, or to deplore the calamities of the preſent 
age, The queſtion was only with regard to the forms of the Houſe. 
What he had heard had convinced him that they had been groſsl 
violated, and that the bill could not poſſibly go on. Under liberty 
of bringing in a bill to explain and amend a former act, a bill had 
been brought in which impoſed a tax entirely new. The queſtion 
was decided, as not a doubt could be entertained that the printiple 
of the bill was new, and that a new tax would be impoſed if it 
ſhould paſs into a law. Such a violation of a ſtanding order was 
ſhameful, and not to be endured. * He was aſtoniſhed to hear gen- 
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tlemen pretend ignorance with regard to the proviſions of the bill, 
and call for time to examine it, to prepare themſelves, and to re. 
move their doubts. The preſent bill had, he believed, been made 
more public than any one ever had ; it had not only been printed 
and diſtributed to the Members, but had been amply detailed and 


know its contents, and be competent to diſcuſs its proviſions. The 
former bill exempted the aſſeſſed taxes from the operation of the 
income tax, this ſubjected them to it; a large ſum of money was 
thus to be taken from the ſubje& ; and as ſuch a bill ſhould have 
originated in a Committee, it muſt neceſſarily drop. He would 

beg leave to adviſe thoſe who favoured the bill to move for leave to 
_ withdraw it. It was certainly proper that they ſhould have an op- 
portunity of bringing in another of a ſimilar nature, and this would 
thus be left to them. If a Committee ſhould be appointed to in- 
quire into the matter, their. Report muſt be analogous to what he 
had ſtated, and much time and trouble would thus be unneceffarily 
loſt. 

The SPEAKER faid, that it would be much better that the 
bill thould be withdrawn, than that the ſecond reading of it ſhould 
be poſtponed for fix months, as in the former caſe ano:her to the 
ſame effect could eaſily be brought in! 

Mr. ROSE ſaid, that the honourable gentleman oppoſite to him 
(Mr. Sheridan) ſeemed to think that the bill was completely vitiated, 
and muſt be withdrawn. If the facts which the honourable gen- 
tleman had alleged were true, he allowed his coneluſions. But it 
was ſurely fair and reaſonable to aſk for a little time to inquire into 
theſe points, and that the Houſe ſhould not proceed in an affair of 
ſuch conſequence with hurry or precipitation. Before he came 
down to the Houſe he was ſure that no one honourable Member had 
the leaſt ſuipicion that the preſent ſubje would come under diſ- 
cuſſion that day. Could it then be ſuppoſed that they were pre- 
pared to diſcuſs it? All that he deſired was, that gentlemen ſhould 
pauſe, and come down to-morrow, or ſome other day, ready to pro- 


is ſufficient to vitiate an amending bill. He was convinced that 


all, except thoſe who were hoſtile to the tax itſelf, would readily 
agree to his propoſal. 


Mr. TFERNEY ſaid, that in giving his opinion he ſtood in a 
ſingular predicament. He had given notice of a motion for the re- 
peal of the Income Tax altogether for Thurſday next, and he would 
then enter on the reaſons why he withed to get rid of the bill in 
general. He had always conſidered it as a moſt unfair and unequal 


commented on in all the public papers. Every one muſt now - 


nounce, with certainty, whether a clauſe withholding an abatement 
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mode of taxation. Nothing in appearance was fairer in theory 
than an equal tax on income; but nothing could be found more 


difficult to carry fairly into execution, and this was what would 
lead him to repeal it entirely. Honeſt men gave in a fair eſtimate 


of their income, and were rated accordingly ; whilſt thoſe who 


were making large fortunes contrived to evade it. In this oppoſi- 
tion he did not wiſh to mark his reſentment againſt the crror of the 
bill merely, but againſt the conduct of the framers of it, and their 
proceedings. The bill was introduced, read a firſt time, and or- 
dered to be printed as the act of that Houſe, containing the ſenti- 
ments of Parliament, and circulated through the country. Here, 
he ſaid, was an attack upon the dignity of Parliament, by which he 


conſidered its authority as degraded, in as much as this bill was - 


preſented as a bill to amend the Income AR, which, on being read a 
firſt time, obtained the general concurrence of the Houſe, and was 
printed as ſuch without one ſingle word being ſaid upon it. The 
bill was afterwards found ſo exceptionable and obnoxious, and ſo 
calculated to excite a general clamour, that Miniſters find them- 
ſelves under a neceſſity now of deferring its conſideration, for the 
purpoſe of throwing the odium of it upon the Houſe in general. 
He would maintain, that there was no precedent to be found reſem- 
bling this, or that could degrade the Parliament more in the eyes 
of the people of this country. The principle of the bill, much as 
was ſaid upon it, was ſimply that each man ſhould pay the tenth 
part of his income. The difficulty lay in carrying this into exe- 
eution, and there were different modes of effecting this. Whip- 
ping at the cart's-tail might be uſed as one of thoſe modes : the pre- 
ſent bill went to put men actually in the pillory. The Houſe 
ſnould not loſe one iMſtant in expreſſing its indignation at ſuch a bill; 


for it introduces a new tax, by calling for a tenth on my expends- | 


ture, as well as on my income ; and Parliament ſhould avail itſelf 
of the opportunity of expreſſing its ſenſe of the impropriety of the 
conduct of thoſe who introduced ſuch a meaſure, by making us 
parties to the bill in its preſent ſhape, without conſulting us on its 
proviſions.” He did not hear in the courſe of the evening any 
one gentleman utter a word in favour of it, except a noble Lord 
(Hawkeſbury) ; and on theſe reaſons it was that he agreed with 
his honourable friend in the amendment, if he could not get rid of 
it altogether. 


The MASTER OF THE ROLLS explained himſelf, by ſay- 


ing that his meaning was, that the principle of the bill was 


ſo broadly laid down, that he did not {ce why it did not apply to 
the extent it Was propoſed, 
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Te SOLICITOR GENERAL faid, that the proceedings of 
the evening, ſo far from poſſeſſing the dignity of Parliament, had 
degenerated into trick and chicane, to ſuch a degree as to appear 
rather rivalling the tricks of a Jacobin Club, than poſſeſſing the 
moderation of ternperate diſcufliun: Gentlemen, he thought, had 
taken a moſt undue advantage ot the ſtate of the queſtion. The 
motion ſtond for to-day ;z a motion was made for diſcharging that 
order, and gentlemen had imputed to that motion the moſi unfair 
reaſons imaginable. Clauſes were ſtated in the bill to be ſo incon- 
ſiſtent, that we could not give our conſent to them. He would be 
glad to know, how gentlemen were to determine that, when this 
was not the day for diſcuffing thoſe clauſes which were ſaid to be fo 
objectionable. He would be glad to be informed, how could the 
right honourable Chancellor of the Exchequer be enabTcd to render 
this bill effectual, but by advantages to be derived from the abili- 
tics of gentlemen, and from a reaſonable delay of time for its diſ- 
cuſſion. Gentlemen would yet have to examine and ſee in what 
ſhape it came out of the Committee, and then would be the fair 
oppartunity of coming to a final deciſion upon it. The clauſes of 
the bill, he would obſerve, in anſwer to the objections of gentle- 
men, were not opened, becauſe it was a bill which/ had met with 
the concurrence of the Houſe. This bill, ſo much diſapproved of, 
it was ſaid, went out to the country, as if ſanctioned by Parliament, 
The caſe was, that it was a bill which was read a firſt time, and 
ordered to be printed ; as ſuch, it went out to the country as a pro- 
poſition on which Parliament was to give an opinion; and he could 
not conceive how the dignity of Parliament could in the leaſt degree 
be impaired by ſuch a proceeding. The other ground on which it 
was aſſerted that the bill ſhould be ſtopped, was on the ſcore of 
Its introducing a new tax. He did not wiſh, after what was ſtated 
from the chair on the nature of the bill, to give an opinion; but he 
would preſume that on examination it would turn out otherwiſe. 
But gentlemen ſay, becauſe we think on our part that the bill is ſo, 
and you on your part heſitate in denying our poſition, that the bill 


ſhould, without farther difficulty, be diſmiſſed; and this opinion of 


ours, it is added by them, is ſanctioned by the Chair. He would 
concur with them mpſt heartily in a juſt deference to the authority 
of the Chair ; but he would wiſh to be convinced that what was 
ſtated as objectionable, ſhould be made more diſtinaly ſo; till then 
be would withhold his aſſent from their propoſition. 

Mr. DENT faid, that the bill could not be withdrawn, as no 
bill could w thout the conſent of the mover or the ſeconder of he 
bill, and the right honoyrable mover of the preſent bill was unfcr- 
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tunately prevented by indiſpofition from attending in the Houſe. 
The income tax was generally approved of ; but ſeveral grievances 
were complained of, and this was meant to remove them. He 
deteſted ſome. of the clauſes of the bill, but thought it would be 
very unhandfome to throw it out in the abſence of the right honour- 
able gentleman. He would therefore vote againſt the gmendment. If 
the Miniſter were not to hold conferences in Downing-ftreet, it 
would be impoſſible for the public buſineſs to go on; and it would 
be hard to deprive him of a privilege which had been uniformly 
accorded, not only to every Prime Miniſter, but to __ indi- 
vidual. 

Mr. VANSITTART was of opinion, that in order to fave 
time, it would be better to move for leave to bring in another bill; 
but ſince it was ſuggeſted that this would delay the meaſure, he 
thought it might now go on, as the Houſe was not pledged to ſup- 
port any of the clauſes of the bill. 

Colonel GASCOIGNE ſaid, that as this bill was ſaid to contain 
a new and additional tax, he would wiſh that that point was 
aſcertained. Were the bill put off, that ſubje& could not be diſ- 
cuſſed, which, for the honour of the Houſe, he would wiſh ſhould 
be fairly examined ; and this could be obtained only by agreeing to 
the farther conſideration of it. - 

Mr. WILLIAM SMITH roſe to explain. So far from ex- 
pecting the diſcuſſion of this evening, or from taking an undue ad- 
vantage of the abſence of any perſon, he did not know the turn the 
buſineſs would take till he heard it this evening. He came down 
for the purpoſe of expreſſing. his diſapprobation of the bill, as he 
would alſo do on the motion of his honourable friend, Mr. Tier- 
ney, on Thurſday ngxt. He did not wiſh to take advantage of 
the abſence of any gentleman, and was as much diſpoſed to accom- 
modate one fide of the Houſe as the other, whenever candour called 
upon him for it. He would not, he ſaid, for theſe reaſons preſs 
his motion for the divifion of the Houſe ; but would diſpoſe of it 
as ſeemed moſt expedient to gentlemen, as he ſhould have a full op- 
portunity of expreſſing his ſenſe of the bill on the motion of his ho- 
nourable friend. 

Mr. SmiTH's amendment was then propoſed, and a 
without a diviſion. The motion of Mr. Rose was then put, on 
which | 

Mr. GREY got up, and juſtified his condu in oppoſing the 
farther progreſs of the bill. He ſaid, that there was evidently a 
want of form in the manner in which the bill had been brought in, 


and that he and his friends had not been guilty of the leaſt unfair- 
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' neſs in then oppoſing the ſecond reading of it. Beſides what had 


been formerly mentioned, there was another point in which the prin. 


_ Tiple of the bill was different from that of the act which it was 


brought in to explain and amend. By the former act, merchants 
were not ſubjected to a diſcloſure of their income; and it was evi. 
ntion of the Houſe that they ſhould not, as a clauſe 
was expreſsly. brought in to protect them from it. If the preſent 
bill ſhould paſs into a law, the moſt private concerns of every mer- 


cantile houſe would be publiſhed to all the world. 


The MASTER OF THE ROLLS replied, that in the income 
act of the laſt ſeſſion, there was indeed a clauſe which tended to 
ſceure ſecrecy as to the affairs and tranſactions of the mercantile 
and commercial intereſts of the community; but when this clauſe 
was paſſed, little apprehenſion was entertained of the revenue being 
defrauded by means of it; or that thoſe men to whom the indul- 
gence was given, would take advantage of that indulgence, to give 
in unreal ſtatements of their income. But ſince it was found that 


this clauſe had been productive of evil, there could be no impro- 


priety or illegality in making ſuch charges as might be neceſſary to 
ſecure the equal and full payment of the tax; nor could any ſuch 
changes which might be propoſed in the preſent bill, be conceived 
to be oppoſite to the ſpirit and intention of the original act, which 
certainly was to collect a fair and equal tax upon the income of the 


cauntry. If ſome have contrived to defeat this intention, it muſt be 


a proper part of a bill for explaining and amending the ſaid aQ, to 
make ſuch ne as may in future prevent them from ſimilar 
fraud. 

Mr. SHERIDAN faid, that the queſtion now before the Houſe 
reſted upon a mere matter of fact; and if the exiſtence of this fact 
was allowed, as it had been by ſeveral gentlemen on the oppoſite ſide 
of the Houſe, it was unneceſſary to enter into any diſcuſſion upon 
the bill itſelf, or the queſtion of its ſecond reading. If this bill 
contains ſomething which is foreign to its title, which, taken in con- 
neQtion with the manner in which it was introduced, is inconſiſtent 


with the eſtabliſhed regulations of the Houſe, it certainly ought not 


to be one moment entertained by the Houſe, after theſe qualities of 
it are known.” He could rather have wiſhed that his original idea 


- Had been coincided in, and that it had been at once withdrawn, be- 


cauſe this would have ſaved time to gentlemen themſelves, and they 
could ſoon have brought in a new bill in its place. 

The SOLICITOR GENERAL faid a few words in anſwer 
to Mr. Sheridan. He ftated, that the deciſion upon the caſe which 
the honourable gentleman himſe}f/had mentioned, comprehended a 
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queſtion of law as well as of fact; and that, in order to appreciate 
this as well as the other parts of the bill, by the ſtandard of truth 
and ſound reaſon, it was neceſſary that their exiſtence and their 
merits ſhould be fairly examined, which could not now be done 
with propriety. | 

The queſtion was then put, that the words © Friday ſe'nnight” 
ſtand part of the original motion: 

Ayes, 85 ; Noes, 20. Majority, 65. 


—— 
LIST of the MINORITY. © b 
G. Barclay, W. jolliffe, 
Sir F. Burdett, Sir W. Milner, 
J. Brogden, J. Martin, 
Honourable E. Bouverie, W. Plumer, 
W. Baker, Sir W. Pulteney, 
C. Grey, | J. Richardſon, 
W. Huſſey, R. B. Robſon, 
B. Hobhouſe, W. Smith, 
N. Jeffries, Honourable St. A. St. John, 
T. Tyrwhitt Johnes, G. Tierney. 
Tellers, W. J. Deniſon, and R. B. Sheridan. 
e — — —ꝛ̃—ꝑ—ä— 


Friday, April 18. 


Petitions from ſeveral innkeepers in different places, pray ing for 
relief from the burden ariſing from having ſo many ſoldiers and 
horſes quartered upon them, while the price of proviſions is ſo high, 
were preſented, and ordered to lie on the table. 

The SPEAKER ſaid, that he felt it his duty to call the atten- 
tion of the Houſe tò the objection yeſterday ſtated againſt the In- 
come Bill. He hoped that every gentleman who had heard the 
diſcuſſion which took place laſt night reſpecting that bill had turned 
his attention to the ſubject, and was now prepared to give his 
opinion whether the objection was well founded. For his own 
part, he had devoted a conſiderable time to the conſideration of it, 
and he had found, upon mature deliberation, the ſolidity of the ob- 
jeQion confirmed. He did not come down to the Houſe yeſterday 
altogether unaware of this objection. The bill had been ſome time 
in his poſſeſſion, and when he was in the country he had conſidered 
it. But as he only returned to town a few hours before the Houſe 
met, he had not an opportunity of conſulting with ſome gentlemen, 
for whoſe opinion he always had, and ever would have, the higheſt 
reſpect; and he did not wiſh, in the abſence of the right honour- 
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able gentleman who introduced the bill, and without having com- 
municated to him his ſentiments reſpeQing it, to mention the 
grounds of his opinion of its informality to the Houſe. This was 
the reaſon why he did not yeſterday ſtate this circumſtance to the 
Houſe. But now, when the cauſes were removed, he thought him- 
ſelf called upon by the duty impoſed on him of more particularly 
watching over and attending to the preſervation of the torms of the 
Houſe, to ſtate, that in his opinion this bill ought to be withdrawn, 
as containing clauſes of enactment which ought primarily to have 
originated in a Committee of the whole Houſe. If the Houſe 
ſhould agree with him in ſentiment, the regular mode of procedure 
would be, firſt to read the order for the ſecond reading of the bill on 
Friday next, and then to diſcharge this order ; after which the bill 
may be withdrawn. 

Mr. LONG faid, that he had attended to the bill, and that he 
perfectly coincided in the opinion which had been expreſſed from 
the Chair. He then moved, „That the order for the ſecond read- 
ing of the bill on Friday next be read; which being done, he 
moved, That the faid order be diſcharged.” This being agreed 
to, he ſtated, that he was authoriſed by the mover and ſeconder 
of the bill to withdraw it, on the ground that it contains ſome 
regulations which ought to have originated in a Committee of the 
whole Houſe. 

Mr. TIERNE faid, he hoped nothing that had fallen from 
the Chair this evening tended to imply that he was wrong in yeſter- 
day expreſſing himſelf as he had done reſpecting the mover of this 
bill, or in introducing the ſubject of its informality in his abſence. 
He certainly was of opinion, that the mover of the bill deſerved 
ſevere cenſure; and he could not ſee that, though there no doubt 
are caſes in which it would be extremely unfair to bring forward 
objections againſt a bill in the abſence of its mover, he had laid 
himſelf open to the imputation of taking any ſuch advantage. The 
objection he had ſtated was not to the general proviſions of the bill, 
or, at leaſt, not to the principle of theſe proviſions, but to the for- 
mality of the manner in which ſome of them had been brought be- 
fore the Houſe ; and there could be no injuſtice to the mover cf 
the bill in calling the attention of the Houſe to this informality in 
his abſence, becauſe the decifion muſt reſt upon mere matters of fact, 
with which every gentleman muſt be acquainted, as well as the right 
honourable gentleman. 

The SPEAKER faid, hc hoped the honourable gentleman would 
believe that he did not intend to impute to his conduc, any motives 
but what were perfectly honourable ; for he was convinced, that 
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he had only been actuated by a firm conviQtion of the truth and 
importance of what he had tated, and by an anxious defire to do 
his duty. At the ſame time he had thought that it became him, 
from the reſpect and politeneſs which his ſituation called him more 
particularly to pay to every Member of the Houſe, not to ſtate his 
opinion upon the informality of any bill introduced by any Member 
in his abſence, without being previouſly informed of his opinion and 
the grounds of it, 

Mr. LONG gave notice, that the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
intended to move on Friday next for a Committee of the whole 
Houſe, to conſider of the two acts paſſed laſt Seſſion of Parliament, 
impoſing a duty upon income. 

Mr. TIERNE faid, that as ſeveral country gentlemen could 
not be in town on Thurſday next (on account of the Quarter 
Seſſions), whoſe preſence he was anxious for when he ſhould make 
his motion for the total repeal of the income tax, he intended to 
put off that motion till Wedneſday ſe'nnight. He could have 
wiſhed, however, that his motion had been to come bn previous to 
any farther meaſures being propoſed relative to the income tax by 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer; as, if it were adopted, theſe 
meaſures would in ſome degree be rendered of little avail. He 
underſtood that a report had been circulated which would raiſe a 
great oppoſition to his motion, that, if it were carried, the income 
tax would be immediately aboliſhed, and thus the whole financial 
arrangements of the year deſtroyed. Though he was not very fan- 
guine in his expectations of carrying his motion, it was but fair to 
remove this ground of apprehenſion, this certainly ſtrong objection. 
He did not mean that the abolition of the tax ſhould take place till 
the end of the preſem year, ſo that the financial arrangements already 
made would not be at all affected. 

The MASTER OF THE ROLLS obſerved, that it would 
have appeared ſtrange in the Houſe to be making regulations for en- 
forcing the proviſions of a bill, and during the very time in which 
they were employed in making them, to have a motion brought be- 
fore them for its total repeal. But the explanation of the honour- 
able gentleman had in ſome meaſure removed this difficulty; for, as 
he did not intend to move tor its immediate repeal, there would be 


nothing to do but endeavour to ſecure a more fair payment of the 


tax ſo long as it ſhould be in force. 
The bill for permitting the importation of goods from the Ame- 


rican poſſeſſions of friendly or neutral European powers, in neutral 


bottums, went through a Committee of the whole Houſe, and the 
report was ordered to be received on Monday. 
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The order of the day being read for conſidering farther the Re. 
port of the Committee on the bill for preventing the practice of 
bull- baiting, 

Sir WILLIAM PULTENEY. moved, That the Houſe do 
now conſider farther the ſaid Report.” 

The SECRETARY AT WAR roſe to oppoſe the Speaker's 
leaving the_chair. He would have oppoſed the bill had he been 
preſent, when it was going through its former ſtages, becauſe, not- 
withſtanding all the importance that was annexed to it, he muſt 
have aſked the Houſe what they were going to legiſlate about, 
What was there now ſo alarming in bull-baiting? It was no new 
practice; it had exiſted more than a thouſand years, without pro- 
ducing any of the urgent and crying evils that were at preſent 
aſcribed to it. Was it afferted that it had increaſed, was inereaſ- 
ing, and ought to be diminiſhed? He did not think it was in- 
creaſed, or that it required the interference of the Legiſlature to 
reduce it. He had been preſent but at two bull-baitings in his 
whole life, and that when a ſchool-boy. He felt no bad effect from 


[Commog, 


it. To others, ſuch a legiſlative meaſure might appear ſerious and 


important; but he muſt deprecate it as betraying a buſy and over- 
anxious diſpoſition for enacting minute regulations, while the exiſt- 
ing laws were fully ſufficient to check any abuſe to which this prac- 
tice might give riſe : it at beſt only argued a pruritus leges ferendi; 
in the gratifying or oppoſing of which he thought his own, and 
more eſpecially the time of the Houſe, would be moſt miiferably em- 
ployed. The Houſe ſhould then only legiſlate when an act of 
legiſlature was gravely and generally called tor, and not merely to 
gratity ſome petty, perſonal, or local motive of action, which was 
bencath the delibe rative dignity of that Houſe, eſpecially at a crifis 
like che preſent. It reminded him of Smitk the auctioneer in 
the play, who hcld torth as elaborately upon a ribbon as upon a 
Raphael. This petty meddling legiſlative ſpirit could be produc- 
tive of no good. Much in the ſame ſtrain had been lately ſaid re- 
Upon this ſubject, 2 
celebrated writer, now, alas! no more, a writer qui nil madicus inepie, 
&c. had left a treatiſe which would ſpecdily appear, and which every 
deſcription of readers would be anxious to peruſe. Upon this great 
ſubjeR, no doubt, the greateſt pens had been employed, but not in 
the language that was recently adopted, which could be called 
nothing but cant and hypucriſy, and which betrayed nothing but 
falſe principles, leading to the moſt pernicious conſequences- It 


would be unjuſt to deprive the poor of this country of the few ſources 
of amuſement which thicy enjoy. 


If we look back to the ſtate of 
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the common people in thoſe countries with which our youthſul 
ſtudies make us acquainted, we find, that what with games, ſhews, 
feſtivals, and the inſtitutions of their religion, their ſources of amuſe- 
ment and relaxation were ſo numerous as to make them appear 
to have enjoyed a perpetual holiday. If we look to Catholic 
countries, it will alſo appear, partly, perhaps, from many feſtivals 
and ceremonies being adopted into their religion from the Pagan 
ſyſtem, and afterwards fo transformed as to incorporate with it, 
that they all enjoy many more amuſements and a much longer time 
for relaxation than the poor in this country, who may ſay with 
juſtice, Why interfere with the few ſports that we have, while you 
leave to yourſelves and the rich ſo great a variety? You have your 
carriages, your town-houſes, and your country-houſes ; your balls, 
your plays, your operas, your maſquerades, your card parties, your 
books, your dogs, and your horſes to amuſe you—On yourſelves 
you lay no reſtraint—But from us you wiſh to take the little we 
have. In the South of France and in Spain, at the end of the 
day's labour, and in the cool of the evening's ſhade, the poor dance 
in mirthful feſtivity vn the green, to the ſound of the guitar. But 
in this country no ſuch ſource of amuſement preſents itfelt. If they 
dance, it muſt be often in a marſh, or in the rain, for the pleaſure of 
catching cold. But there is a ſubſtitute in this country, well known 
by the name of Heps. We all know the alarm which the very 
word inſpires, and the ſound of the fiddle calls forth the Magiſtrate 
to diſſolve the meeting. Men bred in ignorance of the world, and 
having no opportunity of mixing in its ſcenes or obſerving its man- 
ners, may be much worſe employed than in learning fomething of its 
cuſtoms from theatrical repreſentations; but if a company of 
ſtrolling players make their appcarance in a village, they are hunted 
immediately from it as a nuiſance, except, perhaps, there be a few 
people of greater wealth in the neighbourhood, whoſe wives and 
daughters patronize them. Then the labouring people muſt have 
recourſe to the public-houſe, where, perhaps, they get into conver- 
ſation, and politics become the ſubject. This is not to be endured 
and ſo far he would not ſay but it was right to put a ſtop to it. What 
are they to do then? Go home and read their Bibles! This is, 
no doubt, very proper ; but it would be well did the rich ſet them 
a little better example in this way. Whatever may be the habits 
of the more luxurious climates of the Continent, the amuſements of 
our pcople were always compoſed of athletic, manly, and hardy ex- 
erciſes, affording trials of their courage, condugive to their health, 
and to them objeas of ambition and of glory. In the exerciſe of 
thoſe ſports they may, indeed, ſometimes hurt themſelves, but could 
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never hurt the nation. If a ſet of poor men, for vigorous recre. 
ation, prefer a game of tudgels, inſtead of interrupting, it is more 
our buſineſs to let them have Fair play; for victory is here to them 
an object of as much glory as greater men could aim at in a ſuperior 
ſphere. Theſe ſports were, in his mind, as fair an object of emu- 
lation and of fame, as thoſe in which the higher claſſes were ſo 


proud to indulge ; and here he was ready to agree with the poet, 
that, in other circumſtances, 
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The conqueror of the world had been 
But the beſt wreſtler on the green.”” 


Some little time ſince it was thought matter of reproach for gentle. 
men to be preſent at any of theſe athletic trials; and even boxing 
was cried down as an exerciſe of ferocity. It is time to reſiſt theſe un- 
neceſſary reſtraints ; for, if this bill ſhould paſs into a law, it would 
no doubt be followed by other regulations equa!ly frivolous and vex- 
atious. It is idle to declaim againſt ſavage manners or diſpoſitions 
in this country. The character of the people is directly the re- 
verſe; their ſports are robuſt and hardy, but their tempers are not 
ferocious; nay, it is a fact, that there is not a people in the whole 
world that feel a greater horror at bloodſhed. Compare them with 
the people of France or Italy, where all is ſuavity, ſprightlineſs, 
and gaiety, and let us rejoice in the difference between the huma- 
nity of their characters, He would not ſay now, whether certain 
principles, if ſuffered to operate, might not have produced ſanguinary 
ſcenes here as well as in other places; but he could ſafely aſſert, 
that cruelty, or the thirſt of blood, was not in the nature nor in the 
habits of Engliſhmen. In proof of this, he might be permitted an 
alluſion to an affray which lately took place in the Ifle of Wight, in 
which ſome foreigners were engaged. Unfortunately, murder was 
the conſequence of that ſcuffle, which, amongſt Engliſhmen, would 
have terminated in a black eye or a bloody noſe. So congenial was 
this principle of humanity to the hearts of our people, and ſo uni- 
formly diſplayed in their actions, that it might imply the ſuſpicion 
of effeminacy, if they had not fo often given, on all occaſions, ſuch 
glorious teſtimonĩes of courage and proweſs in another way. In war 
they were prodigal of their own blood; but after the ſhock of bat- 
tle, or the fury of an aſſault, their firit ſentiment was always ſhewn 
in mercy to the vanquiſhed ; and it was not unfair to attribute to 
their manly amuſements much of that valour wl:ich was ſo conſpi- 
cuous in their martial achievements by ſea and land. Courage 
and humanity ſeemed to grow out of their wholeſome exerciſes. 
Having premiſcd thus much, he next came to conſider this cafe of 
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bull-baiting in particular. The ſport here, it muſt be confeſſed, 
was at the expence of an animal which was not by any means a 
party to the amuſement ; but it at the ſame time ſerved to culti- 
vate the qualities of a certain ſpecies of dogs, which afforded as 
much pleaſure to their owners as greyhounds did to others; and 
why ſhould the butcher be deprived of his amuſement any more 
than the gentleman? That peculiar breed of dogs, though now 
decreaſing, and in ſome degree extinct, had always been held in high 
eſtimation in this iſland. Gratian, who wrote as early as the age 
of Auguſtus, mentioned and deſcribed this animal, which, indeed, 
had always been ſo much a favourite, that many of our ſhips were 
called after its name. Courage in ſome minds was paſſionate ; in 
others it was more reflective, depending in a greater or leſs degree 
on the characters or manners of a people; but it was no ſmal] re- 
commendation to bull-dogs, that they were ſo much in repute with 
the populace. The advocates of this bill propoſed to aboliſh bull- 
baiting on the ſcore of cruelty. It was ſtrange enough that ſuch 
an argument ſhould be employed by a ſet of perſons who had a moſt 
vexatious code of laws for the protection of their own amuſements. 
He did not mean at preſent to condemn the game laws ; but when 
gentlemen talked of cruelty, he muſt remind them, that it belonged 
as much to ſhooting, as to the {port of bull-baiting ; nay more ſo, 
as it frequently happened, that where one bird was ſhot, a great 
many others went off much wounded. When, therefore, he heard 
humane gentlemen even make a boaſt of having wounded a num- 
ber of birds in this way, it only afforded him a further proof that 
fvage ſports do not wake ſavage people. Had not the butcher as 
much right to demand the exerciſe of his ſport, as the man of for- 
tune to demand that of hunting? Was not the latter as painful 
to the horſe, as the f mer to the bull? And did not gentlemen, for 
the empty tame of being in at the death, frequently goad and ſpur 
their horſes to exertjons greatly beyond their ſtrength * Might not 
the butcher ſay, „I have no coaches, horſes, balls, maſquerades, 
nor even books, which afford ſo much delight to thoſe in higher 
ſtations, and who have more leiſure time; do not therefore deprive 
me of the amuſement I feel in ſetting the propenſities of one animal 
againſt thoſe of another.” © "The common people /ſaid Mr. Wind- 
ham) may aſk with juſtice, why aboliſh bull-baiting and protect 
hunting and ſhooting? What appearance muſt we make, if we, 
who have every ſource of amuſement open to us, and yet follow 
theſe cruel ſports, become rigid cenſors of the ſports of the poor, and 
aboliſh them on account of their cruelty, when they are not more 
cruc] than our own? It may be faid, that in bull-baiting the 
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labouring poor throw away their money, and loſe their time, which 
they ought to devote to labour, and that thus they-themſelves may 
become chargeable to the rich. But furely, if there be any ſet of 
men who ought to be left at liberty to diſpoſe of their money as 
they chooſe, it ought to be the induſtrious labourers ; and ſuch men 
do not loſe time by their amuſements, but work harder and longer 
at other times, to make up for what time they may loſe in relaxation, 


and to furniſh them with additional money for the enjoyment of 


ſuch recreations.” He did not mean to ſpeak againſt Magiſtrates ; 
on the contrary, he was convinced of the value and importance of 
the ſervices they render to the community, and of the general ae- 
tivity and propriety with which they diſcharge their duty : but he 
did think that many of them appeared to act upon an opinion, that 
it is their duty at all times to controul the common people in their 
amuſements, like ſome to whom the care of children is committed, 
who think it right to deny them every thing which they ſeem eager 


to have or enjoy. They appear to act on the opinion, that the 


common people have nothing to do with any amuſement; but 
ought only to eat, to ſleep, and to work. Upon the whole, there 
did not appear to him to be any real evil in the practice of bull- 
bailing 3 that it would be trifling to legiſlate upon ſuch petty con- 
cerns, and that it is in the preſent caſe abſurd, as the practice is al- 
ready ſo much fallen into diſuſe, that it ſeemed as if the bill had 
been brought in now leſt it ſhould be quite aboliſhed before it could 
be paſſed. © As to the cruelty of the practice, it is mere ſolemn 
mockery in gentlemen to talk of it, while they themſelves indulge 
in ſports equally cruel. In a bull-baiting a hedge may be broken 
down, or a field of graſs trodden down; but what is this compared 
to the injury done by a pack of hounds, followed by horſes and 
their riders, ſweeping over fields and hedges without diſtinction? 
Accidents to the lookers-on do ſometimes happen at bull-baiting; 
but I am ſure that I have known more fatal accidents ariſe in the 
county of Norfolk alone (keeping out of the queſtion thoſe which 
have happened merely from the danger always attending the uſe of 
fire-arms) by quarrels hetween the game invaders and the game 
preſervers, ſome being killed on the ſpot, and others hanged after- 
wards for the murders, than ever happened from bull baiting. 
What then is the plea by which the bill is ſupported ? It cannot 
be from ſenſibility and hatred of cruelty in thoſe very gentlemen who 


in the game ſeaſon, as it has been juſtly ſaid, become their own 


butchers and poulterers. Mr. Windham concluded by moving, 
*«« That the conſideration of the Report of the Committee on the 
bill be delayed till this day fix months.“ - 
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Sir WILLIAM PULTENEY faid, that the right honourable 
gentleman had diſplayed great ability and much ingenuity in the 
ſpecch he had made. He would not follow him, however, through 
the very long diſcuſſion which he had entered into; a diſcuſſion the 
length of which ſurpriſed him the more, from its having ſet out 
with repreſenting the buſineſs as ſo trifling as not to merit much of 
the time of the Houle being beſtowed on it. His firſt argument was, 
that paſſing the preſent bill was encouraging a ſpirit of petty legiſla- 
tion; but the Legiflature had often already interfered on many 
ſubjects equally trifling, and the ſubjeQ had not appeared even to 
the right honourable gentleman ſo trifling as not to merit a very 


full difeuMion. He then proceeded to the importance of keeping 


up this breed of dogs, and to the warlike ſpirit which this prac- 
tice infuſed into the people. But if bull-baiting is fo very im- 
portant, and if it is declining and getting ſo much into diſuſe as 
he would repreſent, I wonder that he does not propoſe to grant a 
bounty for its encouragement. But though it is ſo much negleQed 
now, it is rather againſt part of the right honourable gentleman's 
argument that the warlike ſpirit of the nation has not at all declined, 
Has not as great courage been diſplayed in the courſe of the preſent 
war, by our ſoldiers and ſailors, as at any former period ? There 
are many counties in England where bull-baiting is never practiſed 
at all. In Yorkſhire, Northumberland, and all the northern coun- 
ties, it is unknown, and the inhabitants are as brave as any other 
counties in the kingdom. It may not be in the right honourable 
gentleman' s knowledge, but there are many places where this prac-. 
tice is far from declining. In Staffordſhire, and Rutlandſhire, the 
labouring poor often leave their work to attend on this ſport for 
days, and even for weeks together, and thus conſume the money 
which ought to go to the ſupport of their families. As to the cru- 
elty of the practice, it is indiſputable ; and notwithſtanding the in- 
genuity and wit which had been ſhewn upon this ſubject, there cer- 
tainly is a great difference between it and hunting or thooting. In 
this caſe a poor animal is tied to a ſtake, with no means of defence 
or eſcape, and tormented and tortured for a whole day, or even for 
ſeveral ſucceeding days. In the other ſports, though I am far from 
approving of the game laws, or juſtifying the epueitien committed! in 
them, there is certainly no ſuch refinement of toiture” He did 
think it a dangerous thing to do, what the right honourable gentle- 
man had, in his opinion, done this night ; and the more dangerous 
conſidering the authority which his name would annex to it; to im- 
preſs the minds of the poor with a perſuaſion of the hardſhips of the 
laws under which they live, He would not defend ſome of the 
Vor. XI. Ii 
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poor laws, he had never approved of them ; but certainly the poor 
in this country enjoy greater privileges and advantages than in any 
country under Heaven. The caſe is a ſimple one; it is merely de- 
termining whether it is 'right to put a ſtop to a cruel, brutal, and 
inhuman practice, which is degrading to the people by whom it is 
encouraged, and debaſing to the human mind. 

Mr. CANNING ſaid, that the honourable Baronet had turned 
the tables rather unfairly upon his right honourable friend ; and 
as it was inconſiſtent with the forms of the Houſe for a Member to 
| ſpeak twice during the ſame debate, he roſe to explain and juſtify 
the arguments which his right honourable friend had adduced in 
oppoſing the bill. The worthy Baronet had ſeemed to think it 
abſurd to dwell ſo long upon ſuch a trifling ſubject; but he ought 
to have conſidered, that if a bill be once brought into the Houſe, 
however trifling or however abſurd its object may be, it was neeeſ. 
ſary to diſcuſs its merits, and that the blame lay with thoſe who 
propoſed the meaſure, not with thoſe who ſtated their reaſons for dif. 
approving it. If he underſtood his right honourable friend, he op- 
poſed the bill on theſe grounds: firſt, becauſe there was no call for 
legiſlative interference, and certainly every one muſt be ſenſible that 
the practice of bull-bajting was becoming every day leſs common; 
and, that though the practice was ever fo reprehenſible, there was 
no occaſion for paſſing an act to render it penal. The right ho- 
nourable gentleman had faid, that the practice was not detrimental 
to morals : he had not aſcribed to it ſuch virtues as the honourable 
Baronet had ſeemed to imagine; but merely aſſerted its_innocence, 
or rather ſaid, that it was not more criminal than the daily amuſe- 
ments of the rich, a truth which all muſt readily allow. He had 
likewiſe objected to the unfairneſs of depriving the poor of their 
paſti mes, while the great were left in poſſeſſion of theirs ; and many 
harſh laws were made that they alone might enjoy their favourite 
ſports. Certainly there could be no better principle for the Legiſ- 
lature to proceed upon than to make no diſtinction between the dif- 
ferent orders of the ſtate ; and that if any ſhould be made, the com- 
fort and happineſs of the lower orders ſhould be preferably attended 
to. Therefore they ought to put a ſtop to the practices of hunting 
and ſhooting before they attacked the praQice of bull-baiting. But 
gentlemen ſcemed to think that they alone ſhould enjoy the ſports 
of the field ; and that they might have the excluſive poſſeſſion of 
them, they uſed their utmoſt exertions. If a foreigner had laſt 
year been allowed to fit below the gallery, what would have been 
his opinion of the Members of the Britiſh Legiſlature? Night 
. -afier night, when the moſt momentous queſtions were to be diſ- 
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cuſſed, he would have ſeen the benches empty, and ſcarcely as many 
preſent as to conſtitute a quorum. At laſt, upon entering he would 
have - been aſtoniſhed to ſee the Houſe crowded to the very door, 
and would have aſked with amazement, What great buſineſs comes 
on to-night? Is a foreign power to be ſubſidized ? Is the queſ- 
tion of peace and war to be decided? It would be anſwered, No: 
theſe ſage legiſlators have aſſembled to conſider of the beſt means of 
preventing the common people from killing a bird, the ſhooting of 
which affords excellent ſport to gentlemen, and which, when roaſted 
with bread ſauce, makes an excellent diſh at dinner. Shooting 
was the grand employment of the Engliſh gentry, and their great 
object in the education of their ſons was to make them good markſ- 
men; they delighted “ not to prompt the tender thought,” but 
to teach the young idea how to ht All this might be very 
well; but when they were ſ» attached to their own ſports, why 
ſhould they be ſo unreaſonable as to wiſh to take away the ſports 
of the poor? He did not underſtand whether the honourable Ba- 
ronet, in expoſing the ſhocking cruelty of the practice of bull- bait- 
ing, meant to ſay it was cruel to the dogs or to the bull. The 
amuſement was a moſt ' excellent one—it inſpired courage, and 
produced a nobleneſs' of ſentiment and elevation of mind. He 
could ſee no objection to it, which might not be urged againſt almoſt. 
any other. The dogs were dangerous, and accidents might happen 
from the bull getting looſe ; but if the Legiſlature were to interfere 
to put a ſtop to every praQice which might poſſibly be productive 
of miſchief to any individual, the Houſe muſt fit unremittingly, mak- 
ing new laws, and many whimſical laws they would make. He 
himſelf lately, when walking down Ludgate-hill, had ſeen an over- 
drove ox overturn and gore a little old woman in a red cloak. How 
would the Houſe have looked, had he that night brought in a bill 
with this preamble: © Whereas an over-drove ox did on Ludgate- 
hill overturn and gore a little old woman in a red cloak, be it 
enaCted, &e.?“ Yet more miſchief, he was confident, was done 
in one year by the over-driving of oxen than by bull-baiting in 
twenty, The honourable Baronet had objected to what his right 
honourable friend had ſaid with regard to depriving the people of 
amuſements, and had attempted to juſtify this by ſaying that their 
amuſements were prejudicial to themſelves and the commuuity. 
But what could be more innocent than bull-baiting, boxing, or 
dancing? The only reſult he knew to be produced by what had- 
been called hops was an increaſe of His Majeſty's ſubjeAs. The 
Legiſlature ought not to interfere to aboliſh theſe practices; and, 
aboye all, ought never to interfere unleſs where there was * dignus 
: 112 
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vindice nodus,” The dignity of the Houſe would have been better 
preſerved, had it never meddled with this ſtory of a cock and a bull, 
It was abſurd to legiſlate agiinſt the genius and ſpirit of the coun- 
try ;—putting a ſt ꝓ to bull-baiting was legiſlating againſt the genius 
and ſpirit of almoſt every country and every age. The natural 
inſtinAs and murual antipathies of animals had ever been made a 
ſource of , amuſement to man: and, notwithſtanding all the laws 
that could be made, would continue to be fo. 

Mr. SHERIDAN ſaid, his honourable friend ſeemed to think 
that the propoſcrs of the preſent bill had been guilty of the greateſt 
abſurdity. He could ſee nothing abſurd in their conduct, but was 
rather inclined to apply that epirhet to the conduct of thoſe who in 
ſuch long and laboured ſpeeches had oppoſed it. In repelling this 
charge his honourable friend had ſaid, that if a trifling and abſurd 
bill was introduced, it became neceffary to enter at length into its 
merits; but if the preſent bill was ſo very trifling, and ſo exceflively 
abſurd, was there any occaſion for ſpeaking long againſt it? Would 
it not have been better to have quietly left it to its fate? Such a 
bill ſpoke ſufficiently for itſelf. According to the abettors of the 
practice of bull baiting, it was not only to be tolerated, but to be 
encouraged, and a premium held out to encourage its frequency. 
But, in recommending bull- baiting, they had taken the bull by the 
horns ; for they ſaid that it ought not to be aboliſhed previous to 
the abolition of all the amuſements of the rich ; and that there 
ſhould be no fort of diſtinction between the different orders of the 
State. If ſuch arguments were adduced in a ſpeech from his fide 
of the Houſe, the ſpeaker would be denounced as a Democrat and 
Jacobin. The right honourable gentleman had even faid, that the 
laws were oppreſſive and tyrannical to the poor of this country, and 
that they were harſhly and cruelly adminiſtered. He had com- 
pared the Magiſtrates to ſenſeleſs parents who tormented their chil- 
dren, and faid that the rich not only indulged in every gratifica- 
tion themſelves, but took a delicious pleaſure in leſſening the com- 
forts and preventing the amuſement of the poor. If theſe princi- 
ples were acted upon, all balls, routs, plays, maſquerades, &e. &c. 
ſhould be rendered penal, or the loweſt, of the people ſhould be al- 
| lowed and enabled to participate in every piece of faſhionable diſſi- 
pation. It had been ſaid that this was a noble-diverſion, and the 
ſource of all bravery, gallantry, and generofity of Engliſhmen. 
What effects bull-baiting might produce in Spain, he would not 
determine ; but there th: men did not employ dogs to attack the 
bull; they attacked him theinſelves ; and he ſuppoſed, that if the 

right honourable gentleman were preſent at a bull-baiting, he would 
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immediately ſet the bull at liberty, and give him a fair chance for 
his life. In that caſe, if not elevation of mind, at leaſt contempt, 
of danger, might be generated by the practice: but to tie the poor 
animal to a ſtake and ſet upon him a large number of ferocious 
dogs, was inhuman, cruel, diſgraceful, and beaſtly. Such a ſcene 
could excite nothing but brutality, ferociouſneſs, and cowardice. It 
muſt debaſe the mind, deaden the feelings, and extinguiſh every 
ſpark of courage and benevolence. He had been very much 
amuſed by the right honourable gentleman's panegyric upon bull- 
dogs; but he really did not apprehend that ſuch very great 
evils would befall the ſtate though the bread ſhould become extinct. 
The bull-dog would have fought as well under another name, or 
though the grandam of the dog after which ſhe was named had not 
been impregnated by a dog of the true bull breed. Neither did he 
think that the Engliſh nation would be one whit leſs brave or gene- 
rous, although this emblem of their bravery and generoſity ſhould 
no longer exiſt. He did not admire the character of theſe animals 
to ſuch an enthuſiaſtic degree as the right honourable gentleman ; 
they were ſullen, ſtubborn, and treacherous ; though, when they 
had once laid hold, of any thing, they never let go their hold to be 
ſure; and ſo far reſembled a placeman. It would indeed appear 
ridiculous for his honourable friend now to bring in a bill to pre- 
vent the over-driving of oxen: But why? Not becauſe the affair 
is beneath the cognizance of the Legiſlature, but becauſe there is 
already a ſtatute for puniſhing that offence ;, and had the little old 
woman with the red cluak, who was overturned on Ludgate-hill 
by an over-drove ox, applicd for redreſs to a magiſtrate, he would 
have ſeverely chaſtiſed the over-driver. Mr. Sheridan ſaid that, 
when he came into the Houſe, the right honourable gentleman was 
prefacing his ſpeech with ſome obſervations upon the hypocrify of 
thoſe who profeſſed themſelves very ſolicitious with regard to the 
comforts of the poor, and conſidering the beſt ſyſtem of laws to 
promote their amuſement and happineſs. He had aſked what was 
before the Houſe ; and his aſtonithment had increaſed to a pitch 
that it ſeldom had exceeded, when he was told it was bull-baiting ! 
How bull-baiting could give riſe to ſuch diſquiſitions, he was then, 
and remained till, altogether at a loſs to conceive. He denied that 
the profeſſions the right honoursble gentleman alluded to were hy- 
pocritical, The gentlemen of England were a moſt humane, bene- 
volent, and liberal ſet of men; and many of them, inſtead of treat- 
ing the poor with a bull-baiting, as the right honourable gentleman 
would do, treated them with the beef. The analogy which had 
been drawn between the bull-baiting and other exerciſes was by no 
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means fair. There was ſurely a mighty difference between that 

cowardly, beaſtly, execrable practice, and the noble amuſement of 

cricket, and many others open to the loweſt of the common people ; 

and, though they ſhould be debarred from the one, it by no means 

followed, as had been inſinuated, that they would be debarred from 

the others. Becauſe you deny them what would make them black. 

guards and paltroons, muſt you neceſſarily deny them what invigo- 

rates the body and ameliorates the mind? He allowed that Ma- 
giſtrates ſometimes were too precipitate, and ſhewed too anxious a 

deſire to circumſcribe the enjoyments of the poor: of this he knew 
a ſhocking inſtance. Some time ago there was a dance, which could 
not be denominated a hop, as it was attended by honeſt, induſtrious 
Iriſhmen, and decent modeſt women, who were peaceably celebrat- 
ing one of the feſtivals of their country. This harmleſs aſſembly 
was abruptly broken in upon by ſome officers of juſtice ; the people 
reſented this unjuſtifiable intruſion ; an affrav took place, in which 
one of the conſtables was killed, and two of the men were after- 
wards hanged for being guilty of what was called his murder. 
They certainly were moſt unfortunate men to be condemned for 
this charge; and till farther, as he had reaſon to believe from a 
letter which he had from his Grace, that if the Duke of Portland had 
not been abſent from Bulſtrode when the meſſenger he ſent down ar- 
rived, they would have got a reſpite, and would have been now alive. 
He would be happy to concur in any plan for extending the enjoy- 
ments of the poor; but he was confident that bull-baiting was a ſource 
of wretehedneſs to them, and this bill for aboliſhing it met with his 
hearty ſupport. His only objeQion to it was the preamble, in which 
it was faid, that as bull-bairing led to drunkenneſs and diſorder, it 
ought to be put a ſtop to. We had no right to bait bulls, however 
amuſing, or however harmleſs the diverſion might be to ourſelves. 
A friend of his had it in contemplation to bring in a bill to puniſh 
cruelty to animals, which he would heartily ſecond, as the times 
loudly called for it. Tt was impoſſible to walk the ſtreets without 
every moment being ſhocked with the moſt horrid ſpeQacles of 
wanton” barbarity to horſes of every deſcription. The torturing of 
bulls was no leſs common in the country; and this bill for remedy- 


ing theſe abuſes muſt therefore be ſupported by every one poſſeſſed 
of the common feelings of humanity. 


Mr. Cannins explained. | 

Sir RICHARD HILL faid, that any one baiting a bear, was 
now by the Vagrant Act liable to be apprehended and put into gaol: 

the meaſure then was not new in principle. It was abſolutely ne- 
| ceffary for the good of the community that it ſhould be adopted; 
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me horrid practice had become dreadfully prevalent in Shropſhire, 
and was rapidly ſpreading over other parts of England. Men ne- 
glected their work and their families, and in great crowds ſpent 
whole days in witneſſing theſe barbarous exhibitions. From the 
baiting field they retired to the ale-houſe, and waſted the night in 
debauchery, as they had done the day in idleneſs. He was aſto- 
niſhed at the oppoſition the bill had experienced from the right ho- 
nourable gentleman who opened the debate. Till he heard his 
long and learned ſpeech, he did not know that he had any objee- 
tion to the brute race being at peace. He had little doubt, how- 
ever, that a large majority of the Houſe would be found in its 
favour. 

Mr. MARTIN * a few words againſt the inhumanity of 
bull-baiting, and in favour of the bill. 

The Houſe then divided upon Mr. Windham's amendment. 
Ayes, 43; Noes, 41. Majority againſt the bill, 2. 


* 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Monday, April 21. 


The Biſhop of LONDON preſented a bill for the better ob- 
ſervance of- Good Friday, obſerving, that though, generally ſpeaking, 
the day in queſtion was very properly obſerved, yet it was conceived 
proper to remove certain liabilities and circumſtances of inconve- 
nience which bankers, &c. under the exiſting laws were ſubject to, 
with reſpe& to the negociation of hills of exchange on that day, 
which object conſtituted one of the principal proviſions of the pre- 
ſent bill. 

After a ſew words acroſs the table between His Royal Highneſs 
the Duke of CLARENCE and the Reverend Prelate, the bill was 
read a firſt time. 

The order of the day for the Houſe to reſolve itſelf into a 
Committee of the whole Houſe, on the addreſs and reſolutions of 
the two Houſes of Parliament of Ireland, &c. &c. communicated ' 
by His Majeſty in conformity to the addreſs of the Houſe in an- 
ſwer to His Majeſty's moſt gracious meſſage, having been moved 
and read, 

Lord GREN VILLE roſe and ſaid, he ſhould immediately move 
that the Houſe do reſolve itſelf into a Committee of the whole 
Houſe on the ſaid reſolutions ; and when the Houſe ſhould have 
reſolved itſelf into a Committee, he ſhould take the liberty of ſug- 
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geſting the form and extent of the proceeding in their conſideration, 
that he conceived would be moſt ſuitable to the convenience of the 
Houſe, and beſt adapted to the importance of the ſubjeR. 

Earl FITZ WILLIAM ſubmitted to their Lordſhips wiſdom, 
whether on a matter of detail ſo complicated in its nature, and of 
ſuch great importance in all its parts, it might not be more conve. 
nient for the Houſe, and more conſiſtent with the regularity of their 
proceedings, to ſuſpend the diſeuſſion of the reſolutions till after 
they ſhould have undergone the conſideration of the other Houſe of 
Parliament. His Lordſhip ſaid, he by no means meant to call in 
queſtion the right of the Houſe to take up the conſideration of that 
or any other ſubject in the firſt inſtance ; but as he well knew there 
were many points referred to in ſeveral of the eight reſolutions, 
which would occalion many reſpectable Members of the other 
Houſe of Parliament to call for further information, and perhaps 
give riſe to various neceſſary alterations, it might ſo happen that a 
diſcordancy of proceeding in the two Houſes would enſue ; for, 
though the ſame neceſſity for alteration might have preſented itſelf to 
their Lordſhips, and they might have acted upon that idea, yet the 
alterations made in each Houſe might be exprefſed in different 
words, and thus a difficulty be created, which would be avoided if 
that Houſe adopted the ſuggeſtion he had thrown out, and agreed 
to ſuſpend all farther conſideration of the reſolutions, till they 


248 


ſhould know what alterations the Houſe of Commons ſhould have 


made in them. : 
Lord GRENVILLE faid, that in propoſing that their Lord- 
ſhips ſhould reſolve themſelves into a Committee of the whole 


. Houſe, to take the reſolutions into conſideration immediately, he was 


warranted by a variety of precedents to be found on their Journals, 
but more eſpecially by the precedent of the mode of proceeding 
adopted by that Houſe in reſpeQ to the conſideration of the articles 
of the Union with Scotland. No noble Lord could-queſtion the 
right of the Houſc to procced in a ſimilar manner with regard to 
the reſolutions propoſed by the Parliament of Ireland as the articles, 
or grounds, of a Legiſlative Union between that country and Great 
Britain. Indeed his noble friend had not at all queſtioned that 
right ; but in order to fatisfy that noble Earl and the Houſe, that no 
inconveniency like to that ſuggeſted by his noble friend was likely 
to ariſe from it, he would explain what his intentions were, if the 
Houſe ſhould, agrecable to the words of his motion, conſent to form 
itſelf into a Committee immediatcly. In that Committee he ſhould 
merely propoſe the firſt, ſecond, and third reſolutions, one by one: 


and as he. preſumed there could be no objeQion to either of 
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them, as ſoon as they were agreed to, he did not mean to call upon 
their Lordſhips to proceed further for the preſent ; but would then 
move that the Chairman report progreſs, and aſk leave to fit again 
on a future day ; and as ſoon as the Houſe was refumed, and the 
faid Report made, he ſhould then move to adjourn the Committee 
for a few days, not intending to call for the further diſcuſſion of the 
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reſolutions till a future day. This mode of proceeding he thought 
beſt adapted to the nature of the ca'e, and the convenience of the 
Houſe. But as it was of very great importance for the Parliament 
of Ireland, with as little delay as poſſible, to be acquainted with the 
the opinion of that Houſe on the three firſt leading reſolutions, he 
was anxious to call upon their Lordſhips to decide upon theſe reſo- 
lutions that evening, and he hoped the Committee would concur 
with him on the occaſion. He meant afterwards to wait till the 
Houſe of Commons ſhould have gone through the reſolutions, and 
ſent them up with their report upon them, explaining the grounds 
of ſuch alterations as they might think proper to make in them. 
The natural mode of proceeding would then be, for that Houſe to 
take the Report of the Commons into conſideration, as well as their 
alterations, and if any difference of opinion ſhould ariſe upon them, 
to ſtate the differences to the other Houſe by meſſage, in order that 
the two Houſes might agree upon them ; after which their Lord- 
ſhips would be called upon to agree to a joint addreſs, and ſend the 
whole to the Houſe of Commons to defire their concurrence, and 
next both Houſes to go up with the addreſs, and preſent it to His 
Majeſty. This mode of proceeding, his Lordſhip ſaid, was conſo- 
nant to the mode adopted in the caſe of the Union with Scotland, 
and, he preſumed, was unobjectionable. . 

Lord FITZ WILLIAM admitted, that what had fallen from 
the noble Secretary of State obviated the neceſſity of adopting the 
ſuggeſtion that he had made; he therefore ſhould not ſay any thing 
that night on the three firſt propoſitions, but he muſt defire to be 
underſtood as reſerving to himſelf a right to offer his ſentiments on 
different parts of the ſubject hereafter. 

Lord GRENViLLE then moved, © That the Houſe do imme- 
diately reſolve itſelf into a Committee of the whole Houſe.” 

On the queſtion being put, 

Lord HOLLAND roſe and ſaid, that, however ad he 
felt to treſpaſs upon the patience of the Houſe, or to interrupt what 
otherwiſe ſeemed to be the unanimity of their Lordſhips, yet he felt 
himſelf fo imperiouſly called. upon by his duty, that he could not 
be filent on ſuch an occafion as the preſent ; but muſt oppoſe, by 
every means in his power, a meaſure which he conceived to be 
Vol, XI. ; K k 
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fraught with dangerous and deſtructive conſequences. There waz 
nothing, he obſerved, ſince the queſtion was laſt diſcuſſed, which 
took place on the other ſide of the water, to induce him to alter 
his opinion of the meaſure, as no argument had been ſince offered 
which could perſuade him that the meaſure was either expedient or 
neceſſary for the people of Ireland. It was in that ſtage only, he 
conceived, that he could, conſiſtently with ſtrict parliamentary order, 
oppoſe the principle of the meaſure. The Committee once gone 
into, he could comment only on the details of the meaſure ; dilcuf. 
fion of the principle was precluded. He repeated his reluctance 
to be placed in the odious ſituation of being compelled to interrupt 
apparent unanimity ; but the conliderations of duty were with %im 
paramount to every other. He abhorred the principle of the mea- 
ſure in queſtion. Indeed the noble Secretary's arguments in favour 
of it, and thoſe of other advocates of the meaſure, brought to his te- 
collection the declamations of Meſſicurs Robefpierre and Barrcre in 
favour of the beautiful ſyſtem of One and Indiviſible, and their 
philippies againſt Fœderaliſm and Separation. However, it was not 
his intention to conlider the ſubje in that broad ſpeculative view, 
but merely to conſider it as it came before their Lordſhips. It had 

been ſaid, that the preſent meaſure was loudly called for by the diſ- 
| tracted and unhappy ſtate of Ireland. That the ſituation of the 
ſiſter kingdom was deplorable in the extreme, he would not deny ; 
but the queſtion was, Whether the Union was a remedy, or whe- 
ther it might not tend to increaſe inſtead of allaying the grievances 
of that people? To aſcertain theſe, it would be proper to con- 
fider the nature of the grievances of which the Iriſh in general 
complain. He was aware that the original pretext for the meaſure 
was, the attempt made to ſeparate both kingdoms. In that view, 
it was a moſt ſerious conſideration, whether the Union might give a 
real increaſe of ſtrength in that kingdom to Government, or whe- 
ther it would conciliate or not the affections of the people. He 
ſhould not confider what effe& the meaſure might have on that 
country forty or fifty years hence ; it was abſurd to be influenced 
by ſuch conſiderations when the dangers at their very doors would 
engage all their attention; they ſhould conſider what was moſt 
likely to give real ſtrength to the empire in the preſent perilous mo- 
ment, or what might endanger it; and in this view of the queſtion 
he was decidcdly of opinion, that the Union offered no remedy at 
all. Whether he conſidered it as operating on the great body of 
the diſaffected in that country, on a majority of thoſe who ſtill 
wiſhed well to Britiſh connection, or to the contending factions of 


Proteſtant and Catholic, the complaints made by all theſe deſcrip: 
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tions of perſons were well known. Would the Union enſure the 
redreſs of them? Redreſs they were all promiſed, and it ſhould 
be the principle as well as the policy of Miniſters to let all theſe 
perſons have what, by permitting the Union, they ſhould pay fo 
dear a price for. The great ground of complaint was, that Engliſh 
influence preponderated on every occaſion, to the prejudice of the 
intereſts of Ireland, Was the meaſure in queſtion likely to in- 
ereaſe or to remove that cauſe of complaint? There would be 
little difficulty, he thought, in anſwering the queſtion. The Scotch 
Union was held up as the great precedent which applied to the 
meaſure in queſtion, and its conſequences were held up in argument 
as ſtrongly in favour of that propoſed with Ireland. Whether the 
preſent improved ſtate of Scotland was to be attributed to its Union 
with this country, he would not then conſider ; but fimply contend, 
that no ſort of benefit was derived by the Scots therefrom until at 
leaſt forty years after the meaſure took place. But there was one 
prominent feature in favour of the Scotch Union, which did not exiſt 
inthe preſent inſtance : By an act of the Parliament of that kingdom, 
a different Prince might fit on its Throne from him who filled that 
of England ; or, to come nearer to probability, a King might then 
reign in England who might not be the legal King of Scotland. 
That undoubtedly was a ſtrong argument in favour of the ſupporters 
of the Scotch Union. But ſuch a pretext exiſted not in the preſent 
inſtance : with reſpect to Ireland, no ſuch hypothetical cafe could 
be put, no ſuch danger could be dreaded. However, in the ſub- 
ſequent attempts which were made through the fide of Scotland at 
the Throne of England, and to deſtroy its Conſtitution (he hoped 
none ſuch would ever take place in Ireland), the partizans and ad- 
herents of the Houſe of Stuart made the Union an engine, and 
made repeated promiſes, in the event of -ſueceſs, to abrogate the 
Union, in order to conciliate the people of Scotland. It was ſaid 
with truth, that one effect of the Union in queſtion would be to re- 
move from lacul prejudices the legiſlators of Ireland; but what, he 
would aſk, was the real Engliſh of ſuch a poſition? It was no leſs 
than ſaying to the people of Ireland, “It is convenient for ug 
to govern you, inſtead of permitting you to govern yourſelves.” He 
had heard perſons of reſpect and ability in that Houſe on former 
occalions ſay, that, were the meaſure carried in Ireland by intimida- 
tion or corruption, they ſhould dcem it their duty to oppoſe if. He 
ſhould call upon thoſe perſons then to do ſo; beeauſe, in whatever 


light it might be held.in him to ſay in his place that the Union was 
carried by corrupt means in the Parliament of Ireland, or by in- 
timidation in that country, he had no heſitation in ſaying, that it 
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was the general opinion without doors, that the meaſure was ſo car- 
ried; and to ſnew how ſuch ideas were well founded, they had 
only to conſider the unprecedented, and almoſt abſolute, power of 
government in that country, where in a few hours martial law 
might be proclaimed. The Sheriffs, who were all nominated by 
Government, were ſcleQed as a ſet of men decidedly in favour of 
the meaſure ; and when to theſe conſiderations was joined that of 
Miniſters not being able to carry the meaſure through the Iriſh 
Commons by more than the ſorry majority of about torty, which 
all their attempts could not increaſe to more than forty-two or forty. 
three : from all theſe circumſtances he muſt think that thoſe were 
well founded who aſſerted that the meaſure was carried againſt the 
ſenſe of the majority of the people of Ireland. It might be ſtyled 
Jacobinical in him to talk of appealing to the people againſt the 
ſenſe of Parliament. He would not then conſider that point, but 
content himſelf with obſerving, that ſuch declaration would come 
with a very ill grace from the ſupporters of a Miniſter who owed 
his acceſſion to power to an appeal to the People againſt the ſenſe 
of the Houſe of Commons. Recurring then to the main fubjeR in 
debate, his Lordſhip obſcrved, that the adoption of the meaſure was 
alſo a prudential conſideration ; they ſhould weigh well, before they 
agreed to it, how it operated even on the friends to Britiſh connec- 
tion in that country, and the poſſible contingency whether it might 
not urge them to throw their weight and influence into the other 
' feale. That was not all; the effeAs of the meaſure upon the 
Britiſh Conſtitution were alſo ſeriouſly to be regarded; the intro- 
duction of one hundred Iriſh Members into the Commons Houſe, 
and thirty-two into that of their Lordſhips, muſt, he thought, add 
conſiderably to the influence of the Crown; and if thoſe perſons 


were of the, deſcription generally contended for by Miniſters, the 


evil in that view muſt neceſſarily be increaſed. This innovation 


in the frame of the Houſe of Commons naturally involved the 


queſtion of Parliamentary Reform. The great ground on which 
this was heretofore objected to, was innovation; that plea being 
now done away, he knew not with what eonſiſtcrcy they could re- 
fuſe Reform. But though the Parliament of Ireland was to be 
aboliſhed, yet all the engines of corruption in that country, the hoſt 
of places, were ſtill to remain, and their influence brought to bear, 
inſtead of upon three hundred legiſlators as formerly, only upon one 
hundred, which obviouſly muſt add to the undue influence of the 
Crown, All theſe evils, which the Union would neceſſarily, and 
in the firſt inſtance, bring upon Ireland, would, it was faid, be 
more than compenſated by the influx of commerce into the 
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country and its effects, and the tranquillizing the long oppoſed 
factions of Proteſtant and Catholic, the latter of whoſe grievances, 
it ſeems, were promiſed to be redreſſed; and that topic proved one 
argument in favour of the Union, as it was ſaid that Catholic claims 
could not be referred to a Legiftature wholly Iriſh, which cer- 
tainly would reject them. On this he would obſerve, that as their 
grievances were not to be redieſſed until after the Union, the 
Catholies might well diſtruſt Government, and imagine, that after 
their acquicicence in the meaſure was obtained, their pretenſions 
might be overlooked. On the good effects to be experienced by 
Ireland, through the medium of increaſed commerce reſulting from 
the Union, he confeſſed himfelf unfit to argue. He had his doubts 
whether ſuch commercial benefits would ever ariſe ; but he was 
certain, that a long interval muſt elapſe before Ireland could reap 
any benefit in that line; whereas the evils ſhe muſt experience 
were immediate and preſſing, particularly in the increafed drain of 
caſh from that country by the additional number of abſentecs : on 
the whole, he viewed the meaſure of Union as one replete with 
dangers ; it muſt gradually undermine the fabric of the Engliſn 
Conſtitution, and for a long time go to impoveriſh Ireland, and to 
alicnate the affeQions of that people from this country. Did their 
Lordſhips unfortunately go into a Commitice, he would hold it his 
duty, however ineffectual might be the effort, to attend there, and 
endeavour to render the details of the meaſure as palatable as he 
could to the people of Ireland, and as little deleterious to the Con- 
ſtitution of Great Britain. : 
Lord GREN VILLE expreſſed his furpriſe at being called on 
that day to ſupport the general principle of a queſtion which had 
been repeatedly, recently, and almoſt unartimouſly recogniſed by 
both Houſes. of Parliament. He obſerved, that in the whole courſe 
of his parliamentary experience a public queſtion had not been ſo 
amply or fo ably diſcuſſed as that very one of a Legiſlative Union 
with Ireland. This certainly was one reaſon why it was unneceſ- 
fary that he ſhould trouble their Lordſhips at any length upon the 
ſubject. Another was, that the arguments in favour of the mea- 
fure (through the medium of publications of the ſpeeches, and other 
channels], experienced a moſt unprecedented circulation in both 
kingdoms, and, he was happy to learn, had produced a degree of 
conviction on the public mind far beyond any thing that he could. 
expect to reſult from whatever arguments he could then offer, and 
a conviction very different from what they ſeemed to make upon the 
noble Lord who ſpoke laſt, With reſpe& to perſons of the noble 
Lord's way of thinking, he. had long obſerved, that when a lack of 
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argument againſt the meaſure exiſted, they had recourſe to the 
never-failing topics, that it was carried through the Triſh Parlia- 
ment by corrupt means, and through the cauntry through the 
medium of intimidation. Theſe, however, were no more than 
general aſſertions, and as ſuch could in the firſt inftance be met only 
by genera] denials. Ar the ſame time, he doubted the competence 
of Members of the Britiſh Parliament to diſcuſs the mode in 
which any meaſure was carried through the Parliament of Ireland, 
There was alſo another point of aſſertion, namely, that it was againſt 
the ſenſe of the people of Ireland. On this he would ſhortly obſerve, 
— The noble Lord had aſked triumphantly, what would the effe& 
of the meaſure be on thoſe averſe to Britiſh connection, adding, that 
it could not operate favourably upon them : he ſhould be much 


ſurpriſed if it could; all that deſcription of perſons joined in re- 


probating the Union, becauſe its rejection would have enſured the 
ſeparation of the two countries, and its completion would be the 
moſt effectual means of finally defeating the eonnection between 
France and Ireland. With reſpe& to the Britith connection in 
that country, who certainly compoſed the moſt loyal and ſound part 
of the inhabitants of Ireland, he was free to ſay, that a conſiderable 
difference of opinion prevailed ; but among theſe, he was certain, 
a great majority preponderated in favour of the meaſure ;. and for 
theſe reaſons, that almoſt the whole landed intereſt of that king- 
dom were decidedly in favour of the Union: a reference to the 
proceedings of the Iriſh Houſe of Peers would evince this, and 
that, joined to the conſideration of the deſcription of perſons who 
ſupported the meaſure, warranted him in the inference, that a con- 
fiderable majority of the individuals alluded to were in favour of 
the Union. He was not prepared to admit that it was the duty 
of Parliament on all occafivns to look to the ſentiments of the 
people as a guide for its meaſures, or to a majority of them, nume- 
rically taken, or even of perſons of conſideration and property. No 
doubt the opinions of thoſe perſons ſhould be conſidered with at- 
tention and reſpect; but they ſhould not invariably guide the mea- 
ſures of the Legiſlature ; were it ſo, they ſhould not then have the 
happineſs of cebating in a free Parliament, or of living under a free 
Government, under the auſpices of a limited Monarch. With 
reſpect to the queſtion regularly before the Houſe, he ſhould not 
have to detain them long ; he thought the view taken of it by the 
noble Lord not only erroneous in itſelf, but even untenable on his 
own principles. He had contended, that in an embarraſſed ſtate 
of the empire, which he aſſerted the preſent to be, they were ex- 


cluſively to conſider the urgency of the preſent moment, or at moſt 
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for one or two years, and put all future conſiderations and proba- 
ble contingencies out of the queſtion. He was decidedly of a con- 
trary opinion ; the Legiſlature, in a caſe like the preſent, had a 
two-fold duty to fulfil—they had to adminiſter the remedy for the 
immediate grievance, and at the ſame time to prepare a permanent 
and ultimate remedy for the general embarraſſments of the empire. 
« Good God!“ exclaimed his Lordſhip, 4+. what would now be 
our fituation, had a blind and miſtaken policy induced our anceſ» 
tors to reje the Scottiſh Union! Might we not at this moment 


be confidering the queſtions either of a Union or a War with the 


northern diviſion of the iſland 7” — They, however, happily did not 
deem the intereſts of th&ir poſterity below their conſideration, nor 
the contingence of a period of forty years too remote for their ſpe- 
culations. With reſpet to the noble Lord's idea of Barrere's 
and Robeſpierre's opinions on this ſubject, he would obſerve, that 
great ſtateſmen and good men, long before the time of thoſe perſon- 
ages, held the ſentiments he then avowed upon the point in queſ- 
tion. And with reſpe& to the meaſure propoſed, he felt convinced 
that it would not only have the happieſt and moſt ſalutary cffeas 
with regard to the preſent evils, but tend ultimately and permanently 
to eonſolidate and ſecure the intereſt and reſources of the empire. 


He denied the alternative alluded to by the noble Lord, that there 


exiſted a medium. The preſent ſyſtem of legiſlation was not the 
beſt for Ireland as a component part of the Britiſh empire ; neither 
would he admit that the Union would go to veſt the government 
of Ireland in the hands of Britiſh Miniſters ; but he would con- 
tend, that Ireland would be beſt governed through the medium of a 
Joint Legiſlature, to which Ireland ſhould ſend her fair and full 
proportion of Repreſentatives. With reſpe& to the much talked 
of Catholic queſtion, he muſt obſerve, that from the very firſt day 
the buſineſs was ever diſeuſſed, to the preſent moment, no ſuch idea 
was ever heard of as that thrown out by the noble Lord; but all 


* perſons ſeemed to agree, whatever difference of opinion there might 


exiſt reſpecting the meaſure in other points of view, that the Ca- 
tholic claims could beſt be diſcuſſed and ſettled by an Imperial Par- 
liament, and that without the leaſt inconvenience or cauſe 'of un- 
eaſineſs to the people of Ireland. In the united Parliament no dan- 
ger was to be apprehended from their numbers; in that they would 
form but a very ſmall minority. 

Another point of the noble Lord's ſpeech he could not paſs by 
without obſervation. He had afſumed, that the introduction of 
one hundred Members into the Houſe of Commons, and thirty-two 
among the Peers, would endanger the- Britiſh Conſtitution, by in- 
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creaſing the influence of the Crown. Of this, however, the noble 
Lord had not advanced the ſlighteſt ſhadow of proof. The mode 
chalked out for the election of Members was ſuch, under the 
genuine principles of the Bri:iſh Conſtitution, as would render 
them as free from any ſuch impucation as that ſuggeſted, as could 
poſlibly be done; as was alſo the mode of electing the Peers, by 
rendering their ſeats as ſecure and independent as that of any indi. 
vidual Peer in that Houſe, namely, for their reſpeQive lives. And 
here his Lordſhip noticed the idea, that Parliamentary Reform could 
not conſiſtently be reſiſted, at leaſt on the ground of innovation, 
To that he would without heſitation anſwer, that Reform, as it 
was called, ſhould be uniformly refuted, as it always had teen by 
him, on the ſame grounds as ever, namely, on its genc ral dangerous 
and deſtructive tendency, and its vital hoſtility to the genuine prin- 
ciples of the Britiſh Conſtitution. The preſent frame of Parlia- 
ment was, he inſiſted, as experience had fully proved, perfectiy 
adequate to all its purpoſes ; ſuch theories of reform as were held 

out were inconliſtent with the true theorv of the Britiſh Conſtitu— 
tion. The preſent frame of the Houſe of Commons was the great 
bulwark of the Conſtitution; ure it once overturned, no means 
would exiſt to reſiſt the torrent of Anarcly and Jacobiniſm ; and if 
the French Revolution had found them in the moment of Reform, 
he would ſubmit to their- Lordſhips what might have been the ter- 
Tible conſequences. He was happy to think the firmneſs and wiſ- 
dom of Parliament had reſiſted all ſuch attempts; to its. conduct 
was to be attributed the noble and glorious ſtand the country had 
been able tro make in the preſent arduous and eventful conteſt, 
which involved not only the independence and ſecurity of all Eu- 
rope, but every thing dear to man in civilized focictv. So attached 
was he to the preſent frame of Parliament, and fo fully convinced 
of its political perfection, as far as in the nature of things he ex- 
pected, that if he ever felt the leaſt objection to the meaſure of 
Union, it was on the ground of its unavoidably introducing an al- 
teration, however ſlight, in the frame of Parliament .and if the 
much-contended- for political maxim were true, that the relative 
ſituation of both kingdoms is ſuch that they muſt ſtand or fall to- 
gether, then he was convinced a Union was abſolutely neceſſary, as 
the only means left to ſecure the connexion, and render it indiſ- 
ſoluble. The meaſure was formed on principles ſimilar to thoſe 
furniſhed chiefly by the ,precedent of the Scotch Union ; the repre- 
ſentative ſyſtem was formed on the ſame proportions, ſo as to give 
to Ireland a full and fair ſhare in the repreſentation ; while the 
2 of the whole ſyſtem was ſuch as to enſure a permanent | and 
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conſiderable increaſe of wealth and proſperity to Ireland, but on 
principles of reciprocal benefit to both countries; which muſt ulti- 
mately tend to conſolidate the connexion, and augment the ſtrength 
and reſources of the empire at large. 

Lord HOLLAND roſe to fay a few words in reply to what had 
fallen from the noble Secretary of State. 

The LORD CHANCELLOR left the woolſack to requeſt the 
noble Lord, for the ſake of the order of the Houſe, to ſuſpend for a 
few moments offering what he wiſhed further to ſtate, as he would 
have an opportunity of urging whatever he might wiſh to advance, 
after the queſtion was put for the Houſe to reſolve itſelf into a Com- 
mittee, when the Houſe ſhould be in the Committee. 

The Earl of DERBY ſaid, he had the utmoſt reſpect for the 
legal abilities of the noble and learned Lord on the woolſack, and 
gave him full credit for his knowledge of the orders of the Houſe ; 
but he believed no noble Lord was entitled to queſtion the rigbt of 
a Peer to reply, to any arguments againſt what had fallen from him 
in the courſe of his ſpeech. 

[An immediate murmur ran through the Houſe, many noble 
Lords exclaiming, © wholly irregular ; totally contrary ie order.” | 

Lord HOLLAND roſe, he ſaid, nut by any means to reſiſt the 
order of the Houſe. He well knew that the order, that no noble 
Lord ſhould be allowed to ſpeak more than onee in the ſame debate, 
ſtcod in the order-book of the Houſe ; but the very next ſtanding 
order in the book was, „That when a Committee was moved Pg 
it ſhould not be oppoſed.” However, as matter of indulgence, 
their Lordſhips weil knew it was not unuſual to forbear from en- 
forcing either, and he could not help thinking it tather hard that 
he ſhould be the fingle Peer againſt whom the order ſhould be 
rigidly enforced, when others, as their Lordſhips well knew, were 
repeatedly indulged in being heard a fecond time. Indeed, he well 
recolleted one debate in which the noble Secretary of State had 
ſpoken fourteen times. It was always painful to his mind, after 


having ſpoken at length, to have occaſion to trouble them a ſecond. 


time; and he ſhould not have ſpoken at all that day, if he had not 
been aware that, if he had permitted the Houſe to go into a Com- 


mittee, he might then have heard it urged, on his attempting to 


ſpeak to the principle of the Union, that the Houſe were engaged 
in the detail of the articles, and that the noble Lord ought to have 
ſpoken before they went into the Committee, if he had withed to 
ſay any thing on the principle. Nevertheleſs, although he had a 
right to explain, he would not reſiſt the ſenſc of the Houſe. 
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Earl FITZ WILLIAM ſaid a few words, obſerving, that it 
was not unuſual to hear noble Lords in reply when they had com- 
menced the debate; and perhaps it would ſometimes ſave more 
time to do ſo, than to enter into a eontroverſy about order. 

The LORD CHANCELLOR left the woolſack a ſecond 
time, to deſire to know if the Houſe wiſhed abſolutely to diſpenſe 
with their ſtanding orders altogether ; if they did, it would be 
better to reſcind them at once : but, as long as they remained on 
the book, painful and invidious as the taſk was for him to remind 
any individual Peer that he was about to infringe any of the orders 
of the Houſe, he muſt neceſſarily do his duty. The order clearly 
was againſt any Peer's making a reply. He only now wiſhed to 
know what it was their Lordſhips' pleaſure that he ſhould do, whe- 
ther put the queſtion © that the Houſe do reſolve itſelf into a 
Committee of the whole Houſe,” or not ? 

Lord GREN VILLE declared, that he could not clear himſelf 
from having been the man who had ſpoken more than once ; and 


perhaps in the warmth of debate he might have ſpoken as often, 


from inadvertency, as the noble Lord had ſaid he had done; but 
he did affure their Lordſhips he never meant to infringe the ſtand- 
ing order, and begged pardon of the Houſe for his having done fo 
at any time. His own opinion was, that it ought to be enforced 
at all times on every individual Peer in the Houſe, himſelf as well 
as any other- Lord. However, what had fallen from a noble Earl, 


as to the right of reply, could not admit of a ſingle moment's par- 


liamentary diſcuſſion. He theretore hoped the noble and learncd 
Lord would proceed to put the queſtion, 
The queſtion was then put ; and-the Houſe divided— 
Contents, 82 ; Not Contents, 3. 
{The Not Contents were, Lord Holland, the Earl of Derby, 
and Lord King.) 
Lord GRENnviLLE then moved the three firſt Reſolutions | ſce 


Pages 159, 160], which were ſeverally agreed to. 


The Chairman was then directed to report progreſs, and aſk 
leave to fit again. 

The Houſe reſumed, and the Chairman made his report. 

Lord GRENVILLE then moyed to adjourn the Committce to 
Friday next,—Ordered. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Monday, April 21. 


Sir W. GEARY brought up the Report of the Thames and 
Medway Canal Navigation Bill, which was read with the amend- 
ments, and agreed to. 

Mr. JONES moved, That there be laid before the Houſe a 
lit of the names of the Emigrants reſident in England under tife 
Alien Bill, diſtinguithing the number in each diſtri.” 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T objected to the motion, and heped, 
from moti ves of humanity, that it would not be preſſed upon the 
Houſe. 

Mr. JONES ſaid, that his motive in calling on the conſideration 
of the Houſe, was that of protecting the religion of the country. 
This appeared to him in no ſmall danger from the introduction of 
the Catholic religion, which was taught in the reſpeQive villages of 
England where the Emigrants refided. With leave of the Houſe, 
ſhould it not entertain that apprehenſion with him, he would with- 
draw his motion. — The motion was withdrawn. 

Mr. DOUGLAS moved the order of the day on the bill to em- 
power eccleſiaſtical bodies and bodies corporate to grant leaſes on 
certain conditions, which was read a ſecond time, and-ordered to be 
committed. 

Mr. LONG moved the order of the day for the Hvuſe to gd into 
a Committee on the bill to empower the Lords Commiſſioners of 
His Myjefty's Treaſury to iſſue Exchequer bills to a certain amount 
on ſuch ſums as may be voted for the ſervice of the year. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT roſe and faid, that according to the pre- 
ſent ſtate of exchange between this country and Hamburgh, it 
would produce the moſt ſalutary and beneficial effect to the intereſt 
of this country, if the Bank were empowered to make their remit- 
tances for foreign ſubſidies in caſh or bullion, inſtead of bills of 
exchange. He had the higheſt ſatisfaction in being able to ſtate to 
the Houſe, that the Directors of the Bank had intimated their ſitu- 
ation at this moment, with regard to cath and bullion, to be ſuch as 
to enable them to make remittanees in them abroad, as well as 


ainply to anſwer every call or demand at home. Under theſe cir- 

e unſtanees, therefore, he would not trouble the Committee further 

than to move the following reſolution : That it be an inſtruction 

to the ſaid Committee, to receive a clauſe to enable the Governor 

and "R_ of the Bank of England to advance for the public 
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ſervice, in caſh or bullion, ſuch ſums as they ſhall judge expe. 
dient, not exceeding the amount of the ſums voted this ſeſſion for 
foreign ſubſidies.” 

Mr. HOBHOUSE faid, he thought it rather extraordinary, that 
when perſons at home were obliged to take Bank paper, and could 
not by law demand caſh for it beyond a certain fixed ſum, ſo much 
caſh and bullion ſhould be ſent out of the kingdom to pay foreign 
ſubſidies. He requeſted the right honourable gentleman oppoſite 
to him to recollect the ſtatement by the Directors of the Bank a few 
years ago to himſelf, in which they averred, that the difficulties 
with which they were at that time embarraſſed had been chiefly 
brought on tkem by the remittances they had made to pay foreign 
ſubſidies, which had ſo drained the country of its caſh, as to cauſe 
the neceſſity of parliamentary interference and aid ; and he was 
afraid a fimilar proceeding at preſent might lead to fimilar conſo- 
quences, which were far more to be dreaded than any diſadvantages 
we might derive by remitting in bills, from the preſent difference 
in the courſe and ſtate of exchange. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT obſerved, that the only queſtion now 
was, whether, as the Parliament had already conſented to vote 
ſums for ſubſidies, the beſt and moſt economical way would be to 
remit ſuch ſubſidies in bills or bullion, according to the e ſtate 
of exchange? 

Mr. THORNTON ſaid, that the public intereſts 3 ſuffer 
very materially if thoſe means were not adopted which had been 
propoſed by the right honourable gentleman. The Governor and 
Company of the Bank of England found themſelves in a very dit- 
ferent firuation now from what they were in the years 1795 and 
1796, and were confident of having a ſufficient ſhare of caſh and 
bullion, not only to make thoſe remittances, but to anſwer alſo 
every other demand which could be made on them. 

Mr. TIERNEY begged leave to aſk a fingle ſhort queſtion, 
Whether certain perſons applying for bullion to ſend to Hamburgh, 
for the purpoſe of purchaſing wheat, in-order to ſave the difference 
of exchange, had not been refuſed bullion ? 

Mr. THORNTON faid, that he knew only of one application 
on that head, which was for the ſum of 100,000. and which had 
not been made to the Bank, but to Government. It had been 
communicated to the Bank, and they were to receive paper for it, 
and the money was aQually advanced. He further ſtated, that 
the Bank had already called in and paid off a conſiderable portion 
of their ſmall notes, and were intending to pay off-more in a very 
| ſhort time. 
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The clauſe was received, adopted, and the Houſe reſumed. 

The SECRETARY AT WAR ſaid, that in a debate which 
had taken place a few days ago, and which had the motive of hu- 
manity entirely for its object (bull-baiting,, a great deal had been 
advanced on that head ; and though he had oppoſed the meaſure 
propoſed by that bill, he was nevertheleſs deſirous to contribute, by 
every means in his power, towards the promotion and cxtenſion of 
ſo laudable a principle. He therefore requeſted that the i:-nourable 
Members of that Houſe would all give their ſeveral individual at- 
tention to a practice which was univerſal, and attended with great 
cruelty. He meant, he ſaid, the different methods practiſed in the 
killing of thoſe, animals which the neceſſities of mankind required 
ſhould occur daily. Many thouſands of different animals were 
every day ſlaughtered, and he thought a means of depriving them 
of life might be hit upon which would not expoſe thoſe animals to 
any pain whatever. This might in time be put into practice 
without any parliamentary interference, by the individual recom- 
mendation of every Member of that Houſe in their reſpective neigh- 
bourhoods. - After expatiating at ſome length on this ſubject, he 
concluded by hoping that the obſervations he had made would be 
deemed worthy the attention and confideration of the Houſe. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT moved the order of the day for the 
Houſe to reſolve itſelf into a Committee to conſider of His Ma- 
jeſiy's moſt gracious meſſage relative to the propoſitions of the Iriſh 
Parliament, for an incorporating Union with Great Britain. 

Previous to the SPEAKER's leaving the chair, he alſo moved, 
that the reſolutions of both Houſes of Parliament, agreed to laſt 
ſeſſions, relating to the Urion with Ircland, with the addreſs 
thereon to His Majeſty, be referred to the ſaid Committee. 

Mr. JONES roſe ; but the Speaker informed him, that if he 
had any objections to urge, the proper ſtage would be upon the 
queſtion for going into a Committee. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT expreſſed his regret at obſerving a diſpo- 
fition on the part of the honourable gentleman to oppoſe the Speak- 
er's leaving the chair. He wiſhed that honourable gentleman, 
and the Houſe in general, to recolle& that the preſent queſtion was, 
whether it was proper to proceed to the conſideration of a meſſage 
of His Majeſty, recommending 2 meaſure which had been the re- 
f1]t of an addreſs of the Houſe ? a meaſure which it had pledged 
Itſelf to take ſuch ſteps as were neceſſary in order to carry into exe- 
cutton. No conſideration whatever had as yet been given to the 
fubje& of His Majeſty's meſſage, fince it had been communicated to 
the Houſe, The object of referring it to a Committee was, that it 
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Arp! 


might be conſidered with more freedom of debate, and the various His 
ſubjeRs ariſing out of the reſolutions more fully diſeuſſed, than the has be 
could poſſibly be by the whole Houſe. Under theſe circumſtance, 

therefore, he hardly expected any gentleman would oppoſe the The 
Speaker's leaving the chair. He truſted, before the Houſe would 7 
fanQion ſuch an objection, it would maturely confider the i import. vat . 
ance of the ſubject, and the impolicy of throwing difficulties in the A on 
way. Even were the qucſtion a new one, he ſhould be ſurpriſed 3 
at any gentleman's riſing to oppoſe a motion for the Houſe to reſolve ** ; 


itſelf into a Committee ; but, ariling as it did out of the a& of F. 
the-Houſe itſelf, and its folemn 3 to His Majeſty that it wo 
would do every thing neceflary to carry the object of the reſolutions 
of Parliament into effect, he tlattercd himſelf the honourable Mem- 
ber would hardly refuſe to wave his oppoſition to the queſtion he 
was about to move. He concluded by moving“ that the Speaker 
do leave the chair.” : 

Mr. JONES then roſe and faid, “ Sir, in objecting to your 
leaving the chair, I intend not the lighteſt diſreſpect to His Ma- 
Jeſty's Miniſters ; but never having concurrei in any ane v3te of the 
Houſe concerning the . Union with Ireland, I therefre conceive my- 
ſelf perfectiy juſtified by that circumſtance in oppoſing the Speaker's 
leaving the chair, and truſt I may be permitted tu ſtate my reaſons. 
It is far from my intention to detain the Houſe long upon the pre- 
ſent occaſion, having heretofore ſtated my objections to the mea- 
ſure of the propoſed Union; but as far as the limited means and 
capacity I poſleſs will allow, and inaſmuch as I conſider it one which 
in its operation goes to annihilate the parliament and repreſentation 
of Ireland, an! t eradicate and tear up root and branch the Britiſh 
Conſtitution, i fecl myſelf bound to give it every oppoſition in my 
power. After the lirm, determined and manly manner in which 
Ireland has revolted at the projected ſlavery held out by the preſent 
meaſure, I ſhould have thought it conſiſtent with the prudence, diſ- 
cretion and moderation of His Majcſty's Miniſters to have aban- 


doned it till a ſcaſon when the feelings of the people of Ireland 1 
were leſs inimical o it. But His Majeſty' s Miniſters, 1 am forry K 
to obſerve, are reſolved to effect their purpoſe. To attain which, _ 
they firſt apply to the virtues of the people of Ireland, recommending * 
the meaſure as one calculated to inſure the proſperity of their coun- 4 


try. Their virtues determined them to reject propoſitions ſo ac- 5 
verſe to their libertics. I fear that a different mode has fince been 0 
adopted; that an appeal has been made to their vices ; that corrup- 
tian has been reſorted to. And no means have been lett untricd by 


o 


4oxs 


ariouz 
1 they 
an ces, 
e the 
would 
port. 
in the 
priſed 
eſolve 
act of 
nat it 
tions 
Mem. 
on he 
eaker 


your 
Ma- 
}f the 
e my- 
iker's 
ons. 
pre- 
mea- 
and 
rhich 
anoun 
ritiſh 
n my 
v hich 
reſent 
, diſ- 
iban- 
eland 
ſorry 
hich, 
ding 
Oun- 
) aC- 
buen 


"ruſe 
d by 


ApRIL 21.] DEBATES, 263 


His Majeſty's Miniſters to accompliſh their object. 
has been 


The motto 


« Flectere fi neques ſuperos Acheronta movebo.“ 


They have ſtirred up Acheron, in order to attain the apparent ſane- 
tion to their favourite meaſure. I here refer them to one of the 
ſpeeches of the Speaker of the Iriſh Houſe of Commons, expreſſive 
of his diſapprobation of the conduct of His Majeſty's Miniſters, 
in not being induced by the general indignation of the people of 
Ireland to abandon their intention of carrying the Union into 
elfe !:— h 

« But, if þ diflike the whole of the meaſure for its miſchief and 
« imperfections, I reprobate ſtill more the means propoſed for 
« effeting it. When the noble Lord mentioned compenſation for 
« the boroughs, he ſaw the feelings of the Houſe ;. and I was happy 
«© to obſerve that in his printed ſpeech (which he has mentioned) it 
« was omitted. I thought the indignation which appeared, had 
« induced him to abandon it; but I now find from his right ho- 
{© nourzble friend, that it is not given up. Were I ſpeaking in 
« another Parliament, I ſhould impute the hardineſs which men- 
« tioned ſuch a baſe and humiliating bribe, to a previous knowledge 
« that it 1,14 received the approbation of many Members. What 
« is the plain language of it? I am tv propoſe a meaſure by which 
*« two hundred of vou ate to loſe your ſeats: many of you have 
« bought mem; and others claim a right to them: you ſhall not 
« ſuffer ; the public ſhall pay you for ſelling yourſelves and your 
* conſtitueuts; and the price you receive ſhall become the pur- 
% chaſe money for your ſclling your country afterwards. It is a 
* moſt monſtrous . unconſtirutional offer. Do you publicly avow 
* that borough repreſentation is a private property, and do you: 
confirm that avowal by the government becoming the pur- 
* chaſers *” 

Before the Houſe adopts a meaſure like the preſent, it will be 
nieht to conſider for what reaſon Ireland is to be thus disfranchiſed. 
ls it becauſe the has fought and bled by the fide of England? Is 
it becauſe, by her own exertions, ſhe has been able to quell a moſt 
unprecedented and dangerous rebellion? Is it for this ſhe is to be 


made the leaſt in the ſcale of nations? I conceive that the queſtion 
w land is, whether it ſhall have a Parliament and a National Re- 
pieſemiation, or no? And to England, whether it ſhall have a Con- 
ſtitwion, or no? Perhaps ſueh may not be the immediate effect of 
the mca'ure with reſpect to England; but I am perſuaded the 
alteration that will be produced in the Conſtitution of this country, 
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by the introduction of an hundred Members into its repreſentation, 
will in time wholly deftroy it. It will conſtantly experience the 
+ fame danger of deſtruction as Damocles, with the ſword of the 
tyrant Dionyfius ſuſpended by a ſingle hair over his head. I hope 
the Houſe will not pledge itſelf to ſupport the meaſure, without 
mature deliberation. I call upon every Member preſent to prote& 
that Conſtitution obtained by the blood of their anceſtors. If one 
letter of theſe reſolutions are ſuffered to paſs, the whole will be gone 
into. I think it my duty therefore to call upon the country gentle 
men in particular to exert themſelves upon the preſent momentous 
occaſion. I requeſt of them, in language far more energetic than my 
own, © 7» riſe, or be for ever fallen!” Sir, I ſhall give as decided 
a vcte againſt your leaving the chair as ever proceeded from the 
mouth of man.” 
The motion was then agreed to, and the Houſe reſolved itſelf 
into a Committee, Mr. SYyLVvEsTER DouGLASs in the chair. 
Mr. Chancellor PLTT—< Sir, the ſentiments of this and the 
other Houſe of Parliament in this country were ſo clearly expreſſed 
in the reſolutions which were laid before His Majeſty in the laſt 
ſeſſion, (and which ſerved as the baſis of thoſe reſolutions that have 
been tranſmitted from Ireland, ) that I feel it unneceſſary to trouble 
the Committee with a repetition of thoſe arguments which were 
upon a former oceaſion urged, to ſhew the advantage and expediency 
of an incorporate Union between the two kingdoms. Being per- 
ſuaded, that the grounds upon which the judgment of the Britiſh Par- 
liament reſted were perſectly ſolid, and that every additional light 
which has been thrown upon the ſubject, either by ſubſequent tranſ- 
actions, or by the repeated diſcuſſions which took place in Ireland, 
have contributed more and more to rivet the opinion which we 
originally formed upon this ſubject, I ſhall on the preſent occaſion 
content myſelſ with adverting generally to the queſtion, with calling 
the attention of gentlemen to the nature and magnitude of the 
object now under our conſideration, and with reminding the Com- 
mittee that we are not now proceeding to diſcuſs a queſtion of par- 
tial or local regulation, that we are not now to employ ourſelves in 
making ſeparate proviſions for diſtin or oppoſite intereſts. If we 
wiſh to accompliſh the great work that we have undertaken, we 
muſt look to the whole of this important and complicated queſtion z ; 
we muſt look at it in a large and comprehenſive point of view; we 
muſt conſider it as a meaſure of great national policy, the object of 
which is effectually to eounteract the reſtleſs machinations of an in- 
veterate enemy, who has urũformly and anxiouſly endeavoured to 
effect a ſeparation between two countries, whoſe connection Is as 
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neceſfary for the ſaſety of the one, as it is for the proſperity of the 
other. We muſt look to this as the only meafure we can adapt 
which can calm the difſentions, allay the animoſities, and diſſipate 
the jealouſies which have unfortunately exiſted ; as a meaſure whole 
object is to communicate to the ſiſter kingdom the ſbill, the capital, 
and the induſtry, which have raiſed this country to ſuch a pitch of 
opulence ; to give to her a full participation of the commerce and 
of the Conſtitution of England; to unite: the affections and re- 
fources of two powerful nations, and to place under one public will 
the direction of the whole force of the empire: - We muſt conſider 
this as a meaſure, Sir, the object of which is to afford an effectual 
remedy for thoſe imperfeQions wich exiſt in that precarious ſyſtem 
that at preſent binds the two countrics together; a ſyſtem which, 
if an incorporate Union ſhould unfortunately not take place, may 
ultimately tend to their ſeparation. Sir, when theſe are the objects 
whieh are to be obtained by this meaſure, the Committee will not, I 
am ſure, confider it as a meaſure of partial or local convenience, 
or of _ or local ſacrifice ; but ia forming their opinions they 
will conſider its general effe& upon the whole of the aggregate of 
the empire. Sir, in deciding on this queſtion, we ought to be 
actuated by another feeling, a feeling which it is not neceſſary for 
me to ſtate, becauſe the magnanimity of every gentleman muſt have 
ſuggeſted it to his own mind. In the Union of a great nation with 
a leſs, we muſt feel that we ought not to be influenced by any ſel- 
fiſh policy, that we ought not to be actuated by any narrow views 
of partial advantage. We muſt refute by our conduct (what indeed 
we might have hoped our terms had already refuted, if what fell 
from an honourable gentleman this day did not unfortunately prove 
that a degree of unaccountable prejudice ſtil] exiſted) the idea that 
we have any other object in view than that of promoting the mu- 
tual advantage of both kingdoms. We muſt ſhew, that we are not 
graſping at financial advantages, that we are not looking for com- 
mercial monopoly; we muſt ſhew that we with to make the em- 
pire more powerful and more ſecure, by making Ireland more free 
and more happy. Theſe, Sir, are the views —theſe are the only 
views with which I could ever have propoſed this meaſure; and it 
is with theſe views alone that it can be rendered effectual to its ob- 
ject, and eſtabliſh mutual harmpny and confidence between the two 
nations. But it is not merely a ſentiment of generoſity and magna- 
nimity which influences her conduct; in thus ſtriking a balance be- 
tween two nations, juſtice requires that the greater ſhare of advantage 
ſhould fall to the leſs powerful one. Fortunately ſuch has been 
the rapid progreſs which this country has made in commerce e and in 
Vos. XI. Mm | 
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eapital, that it has arrived at a degree of proſperity unexampled in the 


diſtory of the world; that it is in a ſituation in which perhaps no other 


country ever was, either to treat with a friend, or to contend with 
an enemy; ſuch are the rapid and unprecedented adyances which 
we are making in commercial proſperity, that, admitting that the 
adoption of this meaſure might be attended with particular ineon- 
venience and local diſadvantage, the wealth which the country will 
acquire, even while this diſcuſhon is going on, would much more 
than compenſate for ſuch particular loſs. It is not neceſſary for 
me to detain the Committee by dilating any more upon this part of 
the ſubject; I flatter myſelf that every gentleman who hears me 
concurs with me in every ſentiment which I have advanced. If 
with feclings ſuch as theſe we proceed to the. examination of theſe 
articles, with an intention of not overlooking any part. of them, of 
examining them with a view to ſee whether they may require any 
alteration, but at the ſame time with a firm determination not to 
fuffer ſmall difficulties to ſtand in the way of important national 
arrangements and advantages; if, Sir, I ſay, we are aQuated by 
theſe feelings, I hope the century will not conclude without the ac- 
compliſhing of this great national work, which will give a full par- 


_ ticipation of our wealth and happineſs to millions of our fellow ſub- 


jects which will place upon a firm baſis the conneQion between 
the two countries, and will augment and ſecure the ſtrength and 
proſperity of the empire. I will not trouble the Committee with 


any further obſervations of a general nature; I will now take a 


view of the reſolutions which have been laid before us, and which 
have been agreed to by the Parliament of Ireland. It will be ne- 


_ ceffary ſor us to fee how far they accord with thoſe which were 


agreed to laſt ſeſſions in the Britiſh Parliament; and how far that 
which. they have altered, or added, is objectionable. In looking at 
them with this view, it will be ſeen that the firſt article merely re- 
lates. to the name of the United Kingdoms, upon which I appre- 
hend no difference of opinion can ſubſiſt. The ſecond article re- 
lates to the ſucceſſion of the Crown, and which is preciſely the ſame 
as that which was agreed to by the Parliament of Great Britain. In 
the third article is the beginning of the detail, which muſt neceſ- 
farily take place in treaties of this fort between independent nations. 
It divides itſelf into five leading branches, viz. the regulations with 
reſpect to the Imperial Legiſlature ; the proviſions for the ſecurity 
of the eſtabliſhed church ; the regulation of the commercial inter- 
courſe between the two countries; the arrangement of their reſpec- 
tive proportions with reſpect to revenue; and, finally, the provi- 
ous relative to Courts of Juſtice, In examining and deciding 
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vpon theſe reſolutions, I muſt beg gentlemen to compare them with . 
thoſe which were agreed to by the Parliament of Great Britain, and 
tranſmitted to Ireland. In our reſolutions we agreed that the whole 
of the United Kingdoms ſhould be repreſented in one Imperial 
Parliament — we ſtated, that the number and proportion which the 
Members from Ireland ſhould bear to thoſe of Great Britain, and 
the regulations reſpecting the mode of their election, ſhould be ſuch as 
might be finally agreed upon by the reſpecti ve Parliaments of the 
two kingdoms. In theſe reſolutions the Parliament of Ireland 
have ftated their opinions upon theſe points : the firſt and moſt 
importarit of which is; the ſhare which they ought to have in the 
repreſentation in the Houſe of Commons. Upon a full conſider- 
ation of the fubje&, the Parliament of Ireland are of opinion, that 
the number of Repreſcntatives for Ireland in the Houſe of Com- 
mons ought to be 100. Upon this ſubject, the firſt queſtion to 
which I have to call the attention of gentlemen (ſuppoſing that they 
agreed to the reſolutions of laſt ſeſſion) is, whether the number ſo 
mentioned by the Parliament of Ireland is ſo reaſonable, and 
founded in ſueh fair proportions, that we ought to agree to it? For 
my own part, Sir, I will fairly confeſs, that upon this part of the 
ſubject it does appear to me extremely difficult to find any preciſe 
ground upon which to form a correct calculation, or ta entertain a 
poſitive preference for any one ſpecific number of Members rather 
than another: but J am the leſs anxious about it, becaufe I do not 
eonſider the conſequences as very important. In my view of repre- 
ſentation, founded upon the experience of our Conſtitution, I think 
we are entitled to ſay, that if a nation becomes united with us in 
intereſts and in affeQion, it is a matter of but ſmall importance 
whether the number of repreſentatives from one part of the United 
Empire be greater or leſs. If there are enough to make ktiowh 
the local wants, to ſtate the intereſts, and convey the ſentiments of 
the part of the empire they repreſent, it will produce that degree of 
general ſecurity, which will be wanting in any vain attempt to ob- 
tain that degree of theoretieal perfection, about which in modern 
times we have heard ſo much. Confidering it in this point of 
view, (if the thtereſts of the two countries are identified, and the num- 
ber of repreſentatives are adequate to the | purpoſes 1 have men- 
tioned,) I really think the precife number is not a matter of great 
importance; At the fame. time, when it is neceſſary that the um- 
ber ſhould be fixed, it is neceſſary to have recourſe to ſome' principle 
to guide our determination; and 1 am not aware of any one that can 


more propetly be adopted, than that which was laid down in the 


diſcuſſions upon this part of the ſubject in the Parliament of Ire- - 
M m 2 
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land; I mean a reference to the ſuppoſed population of the two 
countries, and to the propoſed rate of contribution. I do not think 
that the proportion of the population, or the capability of contribu- 
tion, taken ſeparately, would either of them form ſo good a criterion 
as when taken together; but even when combined, I do not mean 
to ſay that they are perfectly accurate. Taking this principle, it 
will appear that the proportion of contribution propoſed to be eſta- 
bliſhed, is ſeven and a half for Great Britain, and one for Ireland; 
and that, in the proportion of population; Great Britain is to Ireland 
as two and a half, or three to one: fo that the reſult, upon a combina- 
tion of theſe two, will be ſomething more than five to one in favour 
of Great Britain, which is about the proportion that it is propoſed to 
eſtabliſh between the repreſentatives of the two countries. With 
reſpect to the mode in which theſe Members are to be ſcleQed in 
order to be ſent over to the Imperial Parliament, it is ſuch as in 
my opinion muſt prevent the poſſibility of any ſuſpicion ariſing in 
the minds of gentlemen. It is obvious that no wiſh was enter- 
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tained, by thoſe by whom theſe articles were propoſed, to introduce 
an additional number of Members, with any view to an augmenta- 
tion of the influence of the Crown. If it is admitted that it would 
be highly inconvenient to add the whole of the Houſe of Commons 
of Ireland, which conſiſts of three hundred Members, to that of Ur 
Great Britain, it is obvious that ſome principle of ſelection muſt thi 
be reſorted to; and I cannot conceive any one that could have been thi 
adopted more equitable or ſatisfactory for Ireland, or leſs liable to be 
objection. The plan propoſed is, that the Members of the coun- th 
ties, and of the principal commercial cities, ſhould remain entire. do 
With reſpect to the remaining Members to make up the number of ti 
100, without thinking of abſtraQ principles, without talking about Mm 
the difference between one deſcription of boroughs and another, be- th 
ing obliged to make a ſelection, the plaineſt and moſt obvious mode in 
is reſorted to, with a view to the obtaining local information, and to hi 
the ſecurity of the landed intereſt. The remaining Members ate t 
to be ſelected from thoſe places which are the moſt conſiderable in tl 
point of population and wealth. "Thoſe gentlemen who have objected LN 


to the introduction of theoretical reforms in the Conſtitution, and in V 
the repreſcntation of this country, will find that there is nothing in p 
this plan which has a tendency towards that object, or which makes a 
a diſtinction between different parliamentary rights. - The plan F 
which it is propoſed to adopt, is the only one that could have been x 
recurred to, without trenching upon the Conſtitution, The Com- | 
mittee muſt perceive, that in acquieſcing in this reſolution, they wilt ] 


conſent to an addition to the exiſting Houſe of Commons, without 
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making any the ſlighteſt alteration in our internal forms; that this 
regularion is confortnable to the reſolution which laſt year met with 
the approbation of the Parliament of Great Britain; and that no 
alteration is propoſed in the numbers of the Britiſh Houſe of Com- 
mons. It would not, perhaps, be neceſſary for me to ſay any thing 
more upon this part of the ſubject; but, knowing that different 
opinions have been afloat upon it, as connected with the queſtion of 
Parliamentary Reform, I will, with the permiſſion of the Com- 
mittee, make a few obſervations upon it. In the firſt place, in 
propoſing not to alter the form of repreſentation i in our own Parlia- 
ment, but merely to receive in addition the Members from Ireland, 
we obtain this great advantage, that we adhere ſtrictly to a prece- 
dent which has been twice ſucceſsfully applied, in the Union of 
Wales with England, and in that of Scotland with England and 


Wales, in neither of which cafes was it in contemplation to make 


any alteration in the ſyſtem of repreſentation in England. In theſe 
caſes, they preferred the ſlight inconvemence which might be ſup- 
poſed to ariſe from mere addition to the number of the Members, 
to the dangerous plan of attempting to equalize the repreſentatives 
of the two countries by any theoretical ſyſtem of proportion; and 
yet ſuch an attempt would have been as proper in the caſes'of the 
Union with Wales and Scotland, as in the prefent inftance. But 
this is not all ; at the preſent moment {whatever gentlemen might 
think at other times, and under other circumſtances) nothing could 
be more unwiſe and hazardous, than to make any altcration beyond 
that which the immediate neceſſity of the obje& required. This 
doctrine has been carried fo far as to have been urged as an objee- 
tion even to the Union itſelf. If the Union had been propoſed 
merely upon thcory and ſpeculation, if it had not been propoſed as 
the only remedy againſt exiſting evils, and as the means to avert 
impending dangers, or rather to ward off thoſe dangers which we 
have felt and feel at this moment, I for one ſhould have thought 
that there was great weight in the objection. But when we know 
that, from the want of ſuch a remedy, the ſafety of the empire was 
threatened, we muſt feel the neceſſity of accompliſhing the Union 
with as little change as poſſible, of confining the alteration to that 
part which requires to he changed, and of leaving the remainder entire 
and untouched. By the adoption of one plan, you muſt alter the 
numbers. of one Parliament ; by the adoption of the other, you 


muſt alter the Conſtitution of both. But this is not all; if any 


gentleman recollects the difficulties that have attended any plan of 
Parliamentary Reform that has been propoſed—if he recollects 
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how little even the friends of Reform agreed on any one Point 
among themſelves, and how little the pubtic appeared to be in fa. 
vour of any of them, he will concur with me in thinking that pro- 
poſals even for practical Reform ſhould only be made in caſes of 
urgent neceſſity, and when the ſafety of the empire abſolutely re. 
quires it. If the meaſure of an Union is neceſſary for the ſafe 

of the empire, and if it is of itſelf attended with conſiderable diff. 
culties, let me aſk, is it conſiſtent with common prudence, unne- 
ceſlarily to complicate it with one of the moſt difficult queſtions that 
ever was ſtarted in this country? On the ground then of prudence, 
what I have ſaid muſt I think alone be ſufficient : but as I do not 
wiſh to have the leaſt reſerve with the Houſe, I muſt ſay, that if 
any thing could throw a doubt upon the queſtion of Union—if any 
thing could in my mind counterbalance the advantages. that muſt 
reſult from it, it would be the neceſſity of diſturbing the repreſen- 
tation of England; but that neceſſity fortunately does not exiſt; 
In ſtating this, Sir, I have not forgotten what I have myſelf for- 
merly ſaid and fincerely felt upon this ſubject; but I know that 
all opinions muſt neceffarily be ſubſervient to times and circum- 
ſtances ; and that man who talks of his conſiſtency merely becauſo 
he holds the ſame opinion for ten or fifteen years, when the cir- 
cumſtances under which that opinion was originally formed are 
totally changed, is a ſlave to the moſt idle vanity. Sceing all that 
I have ſeen ſince the period to which I allude ; conſidering how 
little chance there is of that ſpecies of Reform to which alone I 
looked, and which is as different from the modern ſchemes of Re- 
form, as the latter is from the Conſtitution ; ſeeing that where the 
greateſt changes have taken place, the moſt dreadful conſequences 
have enſued, and which have not been confined to that country 
where the change took place, but have ſpread their malignant influ- 
ence almoſt in every quarter of the globe, and ſhaken the fabric of 
every Government; ſeeing that in this general ſhock the Conſtitu- 
tion of Great Britain has alone remained pure and untouched in its 
vital principles [A cry of © Hear ! Hear!” on the Oppoſition 


X ſde—1 with gentlemen would hear, me, and then anſwer me— 


when I ſee that it has reſiſted all the efforts of Jacobiniſm, ſhelter- 
ing itſelf under the pretence of a love of liberty; when I ſee that 


it has ſupported itſelf againſt the open attacks of its enemies, and 
againſt the more dangerous reforms of its profeſſed friends; that it 


has defeated the unwearied machinations of France, and the no leſs 
perſevering efforts of Jacobins in England, and that during the 


whole of the conteſt it has uniformly maintained the confidence of 
the People of England ;—I fay, Sir, when I conſider all theſe- cir- 
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eumſtanees, I ſhould be aſhamed of myſelf, if any former opinions 
of mine could now induce me to think that the form of repreſenta- 
tion which, in ſuch times as the preſent, has been found amply ſuf- 
ficient for the purpoſe of protecting the intereſts and ſecuring the 
happineſs of the people, ſhould be idly and wantonly diſturbed, from 
any love of experiment, or any predilection for theory. Upon this 
ſubject, Sir, I think it right to ſtate the inmoſt thoughts of my 
mind; I think it right to declare my moſt decided opinion, that, 
even if the times were proper for experiments, any even the ſlighteſt 
change in ſuch a Conſtitution muſt be conſidered as an evil. I have 
been led farther into this ſubject, from the temporary interruption 
which I met with, than I intended ; but I did not mean to have 
paſſed by the ſubje of the Iriſh Members, without accompanying 
it with ſome obſervations on Britiſh repreſentation. I have next 
to ſtate, that however theſe Members may be choſen, there 
is one conſideration which cannot fail to preſs itſelf upon our minds; 
I mean, that by the laws of England care has been taken to pre- 
vent the influence of the Crown from becoming too great, by too 
many offices being held by Members of Parliament. In Ireland 
there are laws of a fimilar nature, but not quite to the ſame extent; 
ſo that it might happen that in the zoo Members to be choſen, 
there may be a great number holding places. It will occur to 
gentlemen that ſome proviſion ought to be made upon this ſubje. 

I feel this ſentiment as ſtrongly as any man; but gentlemen 'muſt be 
aware that it is impoſſible to provide againſt it by an article of 
Union, to be binding upon the United Parliament, becauſe we have 
found from experience, that the number of- offices to be held, by 
Members muſt always remain in the diſcretion of Parliament, to 
be regulated from time to time as circumſtances may require. On 
the other hand, if no regulation upon this ſubject is at preſent made, 
it may happen that in the firſt 200 Members choſen there may be 
a great number holding places, and conſequently under the influ- 
ence of the Crown, who will have to decide in the Imperial Par- 
liament, upon the extent to which that influence ought to extend. 

The Committee will recolleR, that the greater number of the Mem- 
bers that are to come over, will be the Tepreſentatives of counties 
and the great commercial towns. Of theſe I believe there are not 
above five or fix who hold offices. With reſpect to "the remainder, 
it muſt be obvious, from the manner in which they are to be choſen, 
that it is impoſſiBle to afcertain exactly the number of offices they 
may hold; they cannot, however, exceed the number of twenty. 

Unleſs therefore the numbers of thoſe holding places were ſo great 
38 to excite real jealouſy, it would not be neceffary to deprive them of 
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their places in the firſt inſtance, as their numbers would not be ſuf. 
ficient to have any great effect in deciding upon the queſtion of the 
extent of the influence of the Crown. I underitand that a motion 
was made by a gentleman laſt week for an eſtimate upon this ſub. 
ject; but he muſt be aware that ſuch an eſtimate could not be made 
up in this country, nor even in Ireland, without great difficulty, ! 
think nothing can be more fair than what I thall propoſe, viz. that 
no more than twenty of the perſons o coming over ſhall hold 


Places ; and if it ſhall happen that a greater number of them than 


twenty hold places during pleaſure, then theſe who have laſt ac- 
cepted them ſhall vacate their ſcats ; this will, upon the whole, ] 
think, obviate every objection that can be made in point of 
principle. 

We then proceed to the number of the other Houſe of Par. 
liament ; and their preciſe number, I own, docs not appcar to me 
a matter that calls for cloſe inveſtigation or minute inquiry. The 
number for Scotland, as we all know, is 16 to repreſent the Peerage, 
and for the Commons 45. There may, indeed, be another view 
of conſidering it on the part of Ireland, different from that of Scot- 
land, winch is true to a given extent, and on which I thall obſerve 
hereafter ; but in the view in which I take it at preſent, and think. 
ing as I do that the whole ſhould be a repreſentation having for its 
object the general welfare of the empire, the number cannot be very 
material; beſides, we are to look at Ireland as repreſented locally 
by thirty Peers, and alſo by thoſe Peers in England who poſſeſs 
great part of their property in Ireland; fo that in compariſon of 
the thirty-two Iriſh Peers, there may be faid to be no leſs than one- 
fifth to be adJed from the Peers of Great Britain. With reſpe& 
to the manner in which they are to be choſen, I can only ſay, that ! 


' have never heard of any objeRion to the arrangement which is pro- 


poſed in the reſolutions of the Triſh Parliament; ſhould any oppo- 
ſition be offered to that branch of the ſubject, I ſhould ſay, that the 
choice of the Peers to repreſent the Iriſh nobility for life, is a modo 
that is more congenial to the general ſpirit and ſyſtem of the eſta- 
bliſhment of a Peerage, than that of their being ſeptennially elected 
as the nobility of Scotland are: upon the whole of that topic, I am 
ſatisfied that no gentleman in this Houſe will think this part of the 
arrangement in any degree improper. Another part branching out 
of this ſubject, is that which has attracted a great deal of obſerva- 
tion— I mean the right reſerved for the Peers of Ireland, who are 
nat elected to repreſent their own Peerage, to be Members of the 
Houſe of Commons of the United Parliament in Great Britain, 
until they thall happen 10 be elected to repreſent the nobility of 
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their own country. This has been deſeribed and ſtated as a ſubject 
fit for ridicule; I own I fee it in no ſuch light. If, indeed, they 
were ſubjet to be choſen alternately to repreſent the Lords and 
Commons of Ireland, the objection would be well founded; but 
here they are not ſo ; for when they are choſen to repreſent the No- 
bility, they are ſo for life, and can never return to the Houſe of 
Commons : and by the way, I conſider this a better mode than that 
which was adopted with regard to the Nobility of Scotland ; and 
my reaſon for it is this, that a Nobleman in 1reland, if not choſen 
by his own order, may be choſen as a legiſlator by a claſs of inferior 
rank, and which I am ſo far from regarding as improper, that I 
deem it in an high degree advantageous to the empire, analogous to 
the practice, as well as friendly to the ſpirit of the Britiſh Conſtitu- 
tion. We know full well the advantages we have experienced from 
having, in this Houſe, thoſe who in the courſe of deſcent, as well as 
in hopes of merit, have had a proſpect of fitting in our Houſe of 
Peers. Thoſe, therefore, who object to this part of the arrange- 
ment, can only do ſo from the want of due attention to the true 
character of our Conſtitution, one of the great leading advantages 
of which is, that a perſon may, for a long time, be a Member of 
one branch of the Legiſlature, and have it in view to become a 
Member of another branch of it; this it is which conſtitutes the 
leading difference between the Nobility of Great Britain and 
thoſe of other countries. With us, they are permitted to have 
legiſlative power before they arrive at their higher tations ; and 
as they are, like all the reſt of, mankind, to be improved by experi- 
ence in the ſcience of legiſlation as well as that of every other, our 
Conſtitution affords that opportunity, by their being eligible to ſeats 
in this Houſe from the time of their majority, until, in the courſe 
of nature, their anceſtors make way for them in another Houſe of 
Legiſlation. This is one of thoſe circumſtances which ariſe fre- 
quently in practice; but the advantages of which do not appear in 
theory, until chance happens to caſt them before us, and makes 
them ſubjects of diſcuſſion, but which ſhew us one of the beautiful 
features of the Britiſh Conſtitution, the parts of which ſome have 
ventured to deſcribe. as jarring and diſcordant, but which experience 
has proved to be even and harmonious. Now, upon this prin- 
ciple, and with 'this experience, I would aſk if any Iriſh Peer 
ſhould come to his fortune, and who was well qualified to take a 
feat in this Houſe, whether any man would feel it an improper 


thing, and in any way inconſiſtent with the practice of our Conſti- 


ution, or the general ſyſtem of our Legiſlature, for ſuch a perſon 
to have a ſeat in this Houſe? I would aſk any man what objee- 
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tion he had againſt ſuch a perſon mixing with us in this Houſe! 
1 ſay there can be none. I ſay further, that this is an advantage 
to the Nobility of Ireland; and an improvement in the ſyſtem « 
repreſentation in this Houſe. The next point is, the power re. 
ſerved tor His Mijeſiy to create new Peers. The objeQion is, 
that they may be too large for the conſtituent body, and create x 
great deal of inconvenience to that which is elective. To this ! 
anſwer, that they can never exceed a given number, and that it is 
neceſſary to give this power to the Crown; for that the titles in 
Ireland are under very different circumſtances from thoſe of Scot. 
land. In Scotland, the titles of Nobility are much more ancient, 
under very different limitations, and muſt, from that very differ. 
- ence of limitation, continue much longer than thoſe of Ireland: 
in the one the titles are to deſcend to collatera} branches ; in the 
other, the patents are more limited, are confined to immediate male 
deſcendants, and conſequently muſt much ſooner expire. In the 
one, the probability of extinQion is very ſmall in the courſe of 2 
vaſt period of time; in the other, it would certainly happen in a 
ſhort time, if the power of adding to, or making up the number, 
were not given to the Crown. The other part of this article, on 
the frame of the Parliament of Ireland, relates to controverted 
EleQGions, and the privileges of Peerage to ſuch as are not choſen 
to repreſent it; they continue under the fame regulation as the 
Peerage of Scotland. The next article relates to the continuance 
of the Church of Ireland, and of England, and of Scotland; upon 
which the articles differ in nothing trom-the articles which we our- 
{elves have ſent to Ireland, except under the head of a Convoca- 
tion, to which, I apprehend, there can be no objeQion. I ſhall 
only ſay this, on ſo intereſting a ſubject, that the proſperity of the 
Church of Ireland never can be permanent, unleſs it be-a part of the 
Union to leave, as a guard, power to the United Parliament to 
make ſome proviſion in this reſpedt, as a fence beyond any act of 
their own that can at prefent be agreed on. It may be proper to 
leave to Parliament an opportunity, of conſidering what may be fit 
to be done for His Majeſty's Catholic ſubjects, without ſeeking, at 
preſent, any rule to govern the Proteſtant. eſtabliſhment, or to make 
any proviſion upon that ſubject. The next is an article of more 
detafl, and on which the diſcuſſion may be more large hereafter 
than I can expect it to be at preſent— It is extremely intereſting; 
I mean the article of commerce. I am ſure every gentleman in 


this Houſe is ready to fay, that the conſequence of the Union ought. 


to be a perfect freedom of trade, whether of produce or of manu- 
facture, without exception it poſſible ; or that a deviation from 
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that principle ought to be made only where adhering to it may poſ- 
fbly ſhake ſome large capital, or materially diminiſh the effect of 
the labour of the inhabitants—or ſuddenly and violently ſhock the 
received opinion or popular prejudices of a large portion of the 
people; but that, on the whole, the communication between the 

two kingdoms ſhould in their ſpirit be free: that no jealouſy 
ſnould be attempted to be ereated between the manufacturers of one 
place and the other, upon the ſubject of “Raw Materials,” or any 
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other article : that no attempt ſhould be made to create a jealouſy 


between Devonſhire and Cornwall, between Lancaſter and Dur- 
ham, between Northumberland and Scotland, between Wales and 
Cheſter, Hereford, or any other county: that the whole of that 
petty ſpirit ſhould be treated with deriſion. I am ſure it is the 
intereſt of the whole empire that it ſhould be ſo. I ſay, the prin- 
ciple of the Union on this head ſhould be liberal and free, and that 
no departure from it ſhould ever take place, but upon ſome point of 
preſent unavoidable neceſſity. That perfect freedom of trade is your 
object and your end; and if in any inſtance you turn afide from 
that road, you only do it becauſe you are convinced that on the 
whole matter you follow the ſhorteſt way to arrive at the end of 
your journey. I ought alſo to ſay, that ſome degree of local -in- 
convenience is not to be ſet in the way of a great national arrange- 
ment; and happy am I to ſay, that ſuch is the enlarged judgment 
and juſt and patriotic feeling of the enterpriſing merchants of both 
nations, that they will be found, generally ſpeaking, as forward as 
any Member of this Houſe to act up to the ſpirit of which I have 
juſt taken notice. All regulations, therefore, under the heads of 
bounties or prohibitions, and all ſubjeQs of that nature, ſhould be 
made as moderate and equitable as poſſible. 

« The Parliament of Ireland have added an article of great im- 
portance, which is, however, conſiſtent with the reſolutions tranſ- 
mitted from this country; it is, that there ſhall not only be no new 
prohibition, but thoſe now in exiſtence, with a few exceptions, 
ſhall be repealed. It is a great ſatisfaQtion to me, that the articles 
are few, and that the duties do not exceed rol. per cent. With 
reſpect to the woollen, they propoſe a protecting duty for the period 
of twenty years. With refpe& to the cotton manufacture, they 
alſo propoſe a protecting duty of 1 ol. per cent.; but on two im- 
portant branches of it, viz. the calico and the muſlin, for the en- 
couragement of which they are very anxious, the duties which they 
Propoſe are conſiderably higher. In the whole of theſe alterations, 
I do not think there is any thing which can give any uneaſineſs to 
our manufacturers, except in one particular. The manufacturers 

Nn 2 
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of this country do not, I believe, wiſh for any protecting duties; all 
they deſire is a free intercourſe with all the world: and though the 
want of protecting duties may occafion partial loſs, they think that 
amply compenſated by general advantage. In the article of wool, 
I underſtand, there is much difficulty entertained. In the cafe of 
manufactures, where capital is inveſted, protecting duties may for a 
time be required ; but can any man believe that the exportation of 
manufactured wool from this country could be productive of any 
ſerious inconvenience in the preſent unexampled proſperity of our 
trade? Can any man believe that, by permitting this exportation, 
capital can be ſo immediately transferred as to occaſion a ſudden 
ſhock in any part of the country? This is a ſubje& upon which 
I am anxious to obtain every information ; but I-am inclined to 
think, that the effect of this arrangement will be to encourage the 
growth of wool in Ireland, and that we may draw ſupplies of it 
from that country. I do not fear that there will be trade enough 
for both countries in the markets of the world, and in the market 
which each country will afford to the other; and I have no doubt 
but that the capitals of Great Britain and Ireland will be employed 
in that ſpecies of trade to which it can be applied with the moſt 
advantage. | 
beg pardon of the Committee for anticipating with more 
particularity than was neceſſary, what may be hereafter ſaid upon 
ſome of the ſubjects on which I have ſpoken, eſpecially on that of 
trade; but I have done ſo becauſe I wiſhed to take a ſhort ſurvey 
of the general outline of this important ſubject. I am not aware of 
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any thing very material which I have omitted; but if there ſhould W 

be, it may be ſupplied hereafter. W 

«© The next article is the ſubject of revenue; and here it were fi 

much to be wiſhed that the circumſtances of the two countries were a 

ſuch as would admit of putting an end to and aboliſhing all diſ- ti 

tinctions and rules for contribution, and of our coming to one 0 

general ſyſtem of finance; but, conſidering the diſproportion of their I 

ſtrength and the diſſimilarity of their taxes, every one will ſee that tl 

= it is impoſſible ; and the queſtion is, Will you defer the Union 8 
13 until that difference or diflimilarity is at an end ? when the only p 
T4 proſpect you eould have by ſo doing would be that of increaſing I 
FA the diſproportion between the two countries ;” for that, I maintain, r 
5 would be the effect of deferring the Union. But if I were to be t 
oy aſked, What is neceſſary to be done by way of precaution upon this f 
Fl ſubject? I would anſwer, © In my opinion, nothing,” I believe { 

a that in the Engliſh Parliament, with one hundred Iriſh Members ta 
1 y 


inform them of what Ireland wanted, Ireland would have abſolute 
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and complete ſafety, without any ſpeculation in the firſt inſtance 
upon the ſubject of proportion of conititution, or rate of taxes. 
] believe it would be put as ſoon as poſſible on the footing of abſo- 
lute equality with Great Britain, in all advantages whatever in the 
way of trade and commerce. But, ſituated as things now are, it is 
fitting that Ireland ſhould, as it were, have ſecurity againſt itſelf, 
eſpecially after the turn which ſome part of this diſcuſſion has al- 
ready taken by thoſe who have objected to this meaſure. I have 
ſtated how the proportion ſhould be between the two countries until 
the period fixed for the reviſal of the whole, which is twenty years 
after the Union. The proportion of general contribution is fifteen 
for Great Britain and two for Ireland. Taking the whole compa- 
rative eſtimate of imports and exports, and looking at the internal 
conſumption, not as to the quantity, but the value of articles, ſuch as 
malt, ſugar, and other articles of exciſe duty, the proportion is, per- 
haps, about ſeven and three quarters to one; and there has been 
very little difference as to this proportion of expenditure or con- 
ſumption between peace and war; and therefore this point is not 
likely to derange your plan, or diſappoint your proſpect. The 
rates of taxes are alſo ſettled by the ſeventh article of the Union, as 
now propoſed to us.” Here Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer 
recited the ſubſtance of that article, and then proceeded. |— 
“There then remains the proviſion which may be made in the in- 
terval between this and the period of reviſion, for bringing both 
countries under a conſolidation of duties by the Imperial Parlia- 
ment, who will have power to facilitate the arrival of that period, 
which I look to as extremely deſirable, and which may be for- 
warded by the effect of the growing produce of the conſolidated 
fund, and by purſuing that ſyſtem in future wars which was 
adopted for the firſt time in this, I mean, by railing a large por- 
tion of ſupplies within the year, to prevent the otherwiſe rapid ac- 
cumulation of the national debt. Whether this can be done in 
Ireland or not, is not now to be diſcuſſed ; but it may ſo happen, 
that by this ſyſtem the diſproportion between the two countries may 
gradually diminiſh ; upon this topic a diſcretionary power is pro- 
poſed, to a certain extent, to be given to the United Parliament, 
The only remaining proviſions are ſuch as I conceive no gentle- 
man in this Houſe can objeR to; they relate to agriculture, and to 
the allowance to Ireland of a participation of your territorial revenue 
from India. I hope and truſt that this plan is equitable on a large 
ſeale ; favourable I know it is, ſatis factory I hope, to Ireland; and 
truſt alſo, that in the main it will appear to this Houſe that the + 
hole has a tendency to accelerate the period of identity as well as 
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Union. The only remaining article is one that has in it nothing 
new; it relates to the Courts of Juſtice in Ireland; it preſerves to 
Ireland its Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Courts, ſubject to the regula. 
tions which the wiſdom of the United Parliament may adopt. I 
truſt I have made myſelf underſtood in. what I have ſtated to the 
Committee under general heads, which will require detail here. 
after. I have ſaid enough to ſatisfy this Committee, that the Iriſh 
Parliament's reſolutions are conſiſtent with thoſe which you laid at 


the foot of the Throne, and pledged yourſelves to carry into effect 


on your part, if ever, by His Majeſty's command, they came again 
to you for conſideration. . When I recollect allo, that the objection 
to the-reſolutions, when they were before the Parliament of this 
country, was not ſo much to the ſubſtance of the reſolutions them- 
ſelves, nor the manner in which they were to be ſubmitted to the 
Parliament of Ireland, as that the ſubject ſhould not then be agi- 
tated, becauſe neither the Parliament nor the People were in a ſtate 
to agree to the meaſure ; I truſt I may ſay, that the fears which 
were expreſſed on that occaſion were illuſive, and the hope. that 
was entertained has been verified. The ample diſcuſſion which 
every part of this ſubjeQ has met with (ſo ample that nothing like 
its dAiberation was ever known. before in any Legiſlature) has 
filenced clamour, —has rooted out prejudice, —has over-ruled ob- 
jections, —has anſwered all arguments, — has refuted all cavils, and 
cauſed the plan to be entirely eſteemed. Both branches of the 
Legiſlature, after long diſcuſſion, mature deliberation, and labo- 
rious inquiry, have expreſſed themfelves clearly and decidedly in 
its favour. The opinion of the people who, from their means of 
information, were moſt likely, becauſe beſt enabled to form a cor- 
rect judgment, is decidedly in its favour. Let me not ſay, for I 
do not intend it, that there were among the intelligent part of the 
Public none who were againſt the mas: I know there were, 
and I know too, that in a queſtion involving ſo many intereſts, the 
ſame thing will, to different individuals, appear in different points 
of view: hence ariſes a diverſity of opinion. That has been the 
caſe in almoſt every thing that ever was argued, and mult be ſo in 
every thing that is conteſted ; but after all, it is clear that the 


Parliament was in a fituation, that the people of Ireland were in 4 


ſituation to judge of this meaſure : it was not becauſe the meaſure 
was not yigorouſly oppoſed ; the friends of the meaſure have had 
to ſtand againſt the threats of popular violence, —againt the ene- 
mies of the Government under the lead of Proteſtants, — againſt the 
violent and inflamed ſpirit and fierce attack of the Iriſh Catholics, 
and againſt the apgregate of all evils, the ſpirit of all miſchief, 
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the implacable oppoſition and determined hoſtility of furious Jaco- 

biniſm; they had to meet the inflamed paſſions of diſappointed 
ambition, which, under the name and pretext of ſuperior patriotiſm, 
under colour of jealouſy for other's freedom, under affected tender- 
neſs for landed intereſt, affected care for commercial welfare, would 
reduce the ſtate to ruin becauſe they were not its rulers. Notwith- 
ſtanding all this oppoſition, the parties engaged in it have not been 
able to prove any thing, but that their own fury was ungovernable, 
their predictions chimerical, and their hopes deluſive. The friends 
of the meaſure have had to ſtand againſt the principles which fo- 
mented and unhappily inflamed the late Iriſh rebellion : they had 
to contend againſt the active but miſchievous efforts of the friends 
and champions of Jacobiniſm, to whom it was enough to make 
them hate the Union, that it had a tendency to preſerve order, be- 
cauſe any thing like order was an extinction of their hopes. We 
have ſeen, that the wiſdom of Parliament and the good ſenſe of the 
People of Ireland have prevailed over this mighty hoſt of foes ; we 
have ſeen the friends who ſupported, and the enemies who oppoſed 
this great national object; and are enabled, by all that has hap- 
pened, to judge pretty accurately of the ſentiments of both, with 
their tendency or effect on the fate of the Britiſh' empire. It is 
under that confidence that I do what I am now doing, and will 
continue to do whatever may depend on me, to ſubmit to the Com- 
mittee all neceſſary meaſures to carry this great and important wor 
to its full, and, J truſt, ſpecdy accompliſhment.” 

He then moved the firſt reſolution. 

Mr. GREY —<« Sir, in labouring to complete the Union in 
Ireland, the right honourable gentleman has done what perhaps he 
had a right to do, in aſſuming, from the reſolutions paſſed laſt ſeſ- 
fion of Parliament, that the Houſe had ſanctioned the principle of 
the meaſure, and that the only ſubject now to be diſcuſſed was the 
moſt expedient method of carrying it into effect. But, Sir, this 
aſſumption is rather awkward and unfortunate for me; as I object 
not ſo much to the manner in which it is propoſed to carry the 
Union into effeQ, as to the. principle of the meaſure itſelf. To 
this, Sir, I have the ſtrongeſt and the moſt inſuperable objections; 
and I ſhould have ſupported the honourable gentleman who op- 
poſed the Speaker's leaving the chair, had I not thought, that from 
what the Houſe had done formerly, and from the meſſage which 
had been received from His Majefty, the right honourable gentle- 
man was entitled to carry the bufineſs into a Committee. It is 
not my intention to follow the right honourable gentleman through. 
the reaſoning he has adduced, as it would be waſting a large portion 
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of the time of the Committee. I ſhall chiefly confine myſelf to 
ſtate what was neglected to be urged laſt year, to object to the 
principle of the meaſure, and the time at which it is brought for. 
ward. The right honourable gentleman ſtated, towards the end 
of his ſpeech, what, if true, would be concluſive. It was ſtated in 
the meſſage of the Lord Lieutenant, that the only ground on which 
the meaſure could paſs was a change in the opinion of the public ; 
it was faid, that the propoſal was an appeal from Philip drunk to 
Philip ſober ; that this change was not expected from the Houſe of 
Commons, but from thoſe out of doors ; that an appeal was to be 
made from the Iriſh Parliament to the Iriſh People. This appeal, 
the right honourable gentleman ſays, has been completely ſucceſs. 
ful ; and though no oppoſition has been ſhewn to the Union which 
might not be expected to a plan ſo novel and ſo momentous, he ſays, 
that the free, unbiafſed, uncontrouled opinion of the Iriſh nation 


[Couuoxs. 


is decidedly in favour of the meaſure. If the truth is ſuch, I ſee 


no objeQion to proceeding; but if the caſe is different, and the 
Iriſh took every opportunity left them of teſtifying their abhorrence 
of a Union, we are bound in reaſon and juſtice not to proceed one 
ſtep farther in the buſineſs. It is ſtated in the ſpeech of the Lord 
Lieutenant to the Iriſh Parliament, and more clearly and poſitively 
in the ſpeech of the Minifter, that 5-7ths of the country, and all 
the principal commercial towns, except Dublin, had petitioned in 
favour of the Union. This ſtatement I controvert, and ſhall diſ- 
prove ; and having made a few obſervations with regard to the 
time at which the ſcheme is brought forward, I ſha}l conclude by 
making a motion, which, if carried, will ſet the buſineſs at reſt at 


leaſt for a ſeaſon. The way in which it is attempted to be made 


out that 5-7ths of the country had petitioned for the Union, is by 
ſaying that nineteen counties had, and that theſe counties conſtitute 
5-7ths of the ſurface of Ireland. That petitions were preſented 
from ſeveral different counties, I will not deny ; but by what means 
were they obtained, and by whom are they ſigned? The Lord 
Lieutenant, who, beſides being the Chief Civil Magiſtrate in the 
kingdom, is Commander of a diſciplined army of i70,000 men, 
who is able to proclaim martial law when he pleaſes, and can ſub- 
jet whom he pleaſes to the arbitrary trial of a Court Martial, in 
his progreſs through the kingdom, procured theſe petitions, which 
are ſigned by few names, and thoſe by no means the moſt reſpect- 
able. It has been ſaid, that all were Jacobins who oppoſed the 
Union. It might be ſaid, with more truth, that a great proportion 
of thoſe who ſigned theſe vaunted petitions in favour of it were men 
in the power of the Lord Lieutenant, and who were obliged, from 
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the fear of puniſhment, to come forward and put down their names. 
Theſe petitions beſides, diſreſpectable as they are, were clandeſtinely 
obtained — not one of them was voted at a meeting called together 
by the High Sheriff, legally conſtituted, and of which there was a 
reaſonable notice. They can with no propriety be called the peti- 
tions of counties, they are merely thoſe of a few worthleſs indivi- 
duals. Yet the right honourable gentleman tells us that they prove 
the whole Iriſh nation to be decidedly in favour of the meaſure. Of 
this ſpecies of groundleſs declamation, however, he has not the ho- 
nour of being the original inventor. We have an admirable in- 
ſtance of it in our great dramatic poet. The Duke of Buckingham, 
in giving Richard III. an account of the manner in which the citi- 
zens of London had agreed to his claim to the Crown, ſays, after 
deſcribing the taciturnity and gloomineſs of the aſſembly, and their 
ſeeming diflike to him, 


Some followers of mine own, 
At lower end o' the hall, hurl'd up their caps, 
And ſome ten voices cried, God {ave King Richard! 
* And thus I took the *vantage of thoſe few— 
Thanks, gentle citizens and friends, quoth I; 
** This general applauſe, and chcertul thout, 
„ Argues your wiſdom, and your love to Richard.” 

« Fortunately there were many petitions on the other fide ; pe- 
titions which were not obtained by ſolicitation and at illegal meet- 
ings, but at public aſſemblies, of which legaF notice had been given. 
Twenty-ſeven counties have petitioned againſt the meaſure. The 
petition from the county of Down is ſigned by upwards of 17,000 
reſpectable independent men; and all the others are in a fimilar 
proportion. Dublin petitioned under the Greal Seal of the city, 
and each of the Corporations in it followed the example. Drogheda 
petitioned againſt the Union; and far from Drogheda and Dublin 
being the only towns which did fo, almoſt every other in the king- 
dom in like manner teſtified its diſapprobatiun. Thoſe in favour 
of the meaſure poſſeſſing great influence in the country, obtained a 
few counter -petitions, and had great opportunities of procuring ſigna- 
tures to theſe ; yet, though the petition from Down was ſigned by 
17,000, the counter-petition was ſigned only by 415. This in- 
ſtance might be taken as a very fair ſtandard for the whole king- 


dom. Though there were 707,000 who had tigned petitions - 


againſt the meaſure, the total number of thoſe who declared them- 


ſelves in favour of it did not exceed 3000, and many of theſe - 


even only prayed that the meaſure might be diſcuſſed. I wiſh I 
could have ſpoken from official information, had the motion been 
carried that I made for the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland being di- 
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reed to tranſmit all the addreſſes and counter-addrefles which had 
been received, I ſhould then have had this in my power; at pre- 
ſent I muſt ſpcak from private authority, which, however, I be. 
lieve will be found to be pretty correct If the facts J ſtate are 
true, and I challenge any man to falſify one of them, could a 
nation in more direct terms, or in a more poſitive way, expreſs 
its diſapprobation of a political meaſure, than Ireland tas ot a legiſ- 
lative Union with Great Britain? In v, the nation is nearly 
unanimous, and this great mayority is _compoled, not of fanatics, 
bigots, or jacobins, but of the moſt teſpectable in every claſs of the 
I by no mcans ſay that the Parliament of Ireland is 
either di ſreſpectable or dependent, but when I look upon tiicic taQs, 
and conſider the majori iy c ho voted v ith the Minifier, I muſt fay, 
that if left to itſelf, untempted, unaved, unintimidated, it would, 
without hefitation, dane rejected the reſolutions. | here are 300 
Members in all, and 120 of theſe ſtrenuoiiſly oppoſcd the meaſure, 
ameng whom were two-thirds of the county Members, the repre- 
ſentatives of the city cf Dublin, and of almoſt all the towns which 
it is propoſed ſhali fend Members to the Imperial Parliament. 
162 voted in favour of the Union; of thoſe 116 wer. place- 
men, ſome of them were Engliſh Generals on the Stall, with. 
out one foot of ground in Ireland, and completely def endent 
upon Government. Is there any ground then to preſiime, that 
even the Parliament of Ireland thinks as the right hc: rable 
gentleman ſappoſes; or that, acting only from a regard tv the 
good of their country, the Mcmbers would not have repro- 
bated the meaſure as ſtrongly and unanimouſly as the reſt of the 
people? But this is not ell ; let us refled upon the arts which 
have been uſed fince the laſt ſeſſion of the Iriſh Parliament to pack a 
majority in the Hiduſe of Commons. All holding oftices under 
Government, cven the moſt intimate friends of the Mir:iGer, who 
have uniformly ſupported his adininifttation till the preſent occafion, 
if they heſitated to vote as directed, were diſmiſſed from oftice, and 
ſtripped of all their employments. Even this ſtep was found inef— 
fectual, and other arts were had recourſe to, which, though J can- 
not name in this place, all will caſily eonjecture. A biil tramed 
for preſerving the purity of Parliament was likewiſe abuſed, and 
no leſs than fixty-thice feats were vacated by their holders having 
received nominal offices. I will not prefs this ſubject farther upon 
the attention of the Committee. I dety any mai to lay his hand 
upon his heart and fay, that he believes the Parliament of Ireland 
was ſincerely in favour of the n eaſure. We are to receive an hun- 
dred Iriſh Membeis into the Houſe of Commons; and theſe the 
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right honourable gentleman ſays will be ſufficient to expreſs the 
will and ſupport the intereſts of the Iriſh nation. By the vote of 
theſe the Union would have been rejected, as almoſt all the Mem- 
hers for the counties and towns by which they are to be choſen 
keenly oppoſe it. Thus, on the right honourable gentleman's 
own ground, his aſſertion is refuted. I therefore call upon you to 
pauſe, and to ſuſpend your judgment till the point is elucidated, 
We have no right to diſcuſs this queſtion, unleſs it is proved to us 
that the paſſing of theſe reſulutions will be agreeable to the great 
body of the Iriſh nation. Perhaps I may never have another op- 
portunity of delivering my ſentiments upon this ſubject; I ſhall 
therefore beg the attention of the Committce, while I advert to 
ſome of the favourite arguments of the Unioniſts. Their grand 
ſource of arguments is the experience of the benefits derived from 
the Union with Scotland. I have attenged ſtrictly to this point; 
and can ſay, after the moſt mature deliberation, that I can fee no 
analogy between the circumſtances of the Scotch Union and thoſe 
which call for a Union with Ireland, nor do I apprehend that the 
ſame conſequences would follow from them. I muſt admit that 
the oppolition the Scots made, in the reign of Queen Anne, was not 
inferior to the indignation of the Iriſh at the preſent day ; but this 
is the only point of ſimilarity between them. To an Union be- 
tween Scotland and England there was no phyfical impediment ; 
the relative fituation of the two countries is ſuch, that the King 
himſelt can adminiſter the cxecutive government in both, and there 
is no occaſion for a ſeparate eſtabliſhment being kept up in each. 
A complete identification was practicable between the two countries, 
and the ſame taxes, duties, &c. were impoſed without difficulty 
over the whole iſland. The fame regulations cannot poſſibly take 
place with regard to Ireland. In Ircland, there is a ſeparate na- 
tional debt; that of England is now become enormous: and it 
will be neceſſary that there be always a ſeparate Council of State 
reſident on the ſpot. Ireland can have no ſecurity that ſhe ſhall 
not be oppreſſed, unleſs ſhe pays the very ſame taxes with Britain. 
I am far from ſuppoſing that the Britiſh members will wantonly 
abuſe their powers, and knowingly make her pay beyond her pro- 
portion; but the property of a nation ſhould not be left at the diſ- 
eretion of any man, or any ſet of men who are firangers, however 
Juſt or generous he or they may be; and it is impoſſibte for Ireland 
to enjoy that ſecurity which her Conſtitution at preſent affords her, 
if ſhe 1s united to England in the manner propoſed. It is impoſ- 
ſible that men ſhould ſo coolly and diſpaſſionately conſider a tax 
which does not affect themſelves, as if they were Ny to 
oO o 3 
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pay it; not more than one-ſixth of the United Parliament will be 
Iriſhmen. We naturally take a pleaſure, when in calamitous cir- 
cumſtances, in bringing others into a ſituation equally deplorable; 
it is therefore to be apprehended that we would not unwillingly be 
inſtrumental in making the burthens of Ireland as heavy as our 
own. Ireland muſt likewiſe have a ſeparate Government. Is 
this no bar to an Union? I effirm that it is an inſuperable bar to 
a beneficial Union; and for the truth of what I ſay, I refer to 
Lord Somers, who was Miniſter when the Scottiſh Union was 
brought about. He affirms, that it was neceſſary that the Privy 
Council ſhould be aboliſhed in Scotland ; and to prove this, he 
ſhews that innumerable calamitics have been brought upon England 
by the independent Councils which in former times ſubſiſted in dif- 
ferent parts of it, the Weſtern and Northern Councils, and particu- 


. larly the Councils of the Marches of Wales. He goes ſo far.as 


to ſay, that if it were neceſſary to preſerve a ſeparate executive go- 
vernment at Edinburgh after an Union, he would abandon the 
meaſure. From the opinion of that il:uſtrious Stateſmen, and from 
many arguments which might be adduced to ſupport ir, I am of opi- 
mon, that where moral or phyſical obſtacles interfere to prevent the 
complete and perfect Union of two countries, it is better for both to 
be governed by the ſame King, and each to retain its own Legiſla- 
ture. The diſſimilarity between the circumſtances of the Scotch 
and Iriſh Unions will appear more ſtriking when we compare the 


. cauſes that rendered the former neceſſary, with thoſe which are ſaid 


to produce an equal neceflity for che laſt. The general arguments 
for both are obvious and ſimilar, I allow; but the right honour- 
able gentleman very properly diſelaimed all intention of ſupporting 
his cauſe by theoretical reaſonings. The baſis of the argument is 
the danger ariſing from the continuance of the preſent ſyſtem. That 
in this point of view there is any ſimilitude I boldly deny, and that 
there is none I will demonſtrate. The difference between Scotland 
and England was not between People and People, but between Par- 
liament and Parliament. The Scotch had prohibited the importa- 
tion of Engliſh goods into Scotland ; they had eſtabliſhed a trading 
company which interfered with the colonial arrangements of Eng- 
land, and nearly embroiled her with Spain ; they had refuſed to 
limit the ſucceſlion to the Crown, and had even enacted, that it 
ſhould not deſcend to the ſame perſons with the Crown of England. 


An act was about to have been brought into the Engliſh Parliament 


to render all Scotſmen Aliens, and another to fit out a fleet to attack 
all Scotch veſſels they ſhould fall in with. Here there was no 
alternative but Union or War. Two propoſals were made to the 
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Scotch: That they ſhould limit the ſucceſſion to the Crown in 


| the ſame manner as in England, and that they ſhould agree to a 


Legiſlative Union. Had they agreed to the firſt propoſal, it is the 
opinion of many that the ſcheme of a Union would have been given 
up; but they refuſed to conſider it; and in theſe circumſtances it 
was neceſſary either to preſs them to agree to unite their Parliament 
with that of England, or to treat them as enemies. Even in theſe 
circumſtances I cannot juſtify the means which were uſed to ac- 


| compliſh the plan : but how muſt every honeſt man feel indignant, 


when he confiders that, in very different cireumſtances, more un- 


juſtifiable arts have been uſed to bring about a meaſure altogether . 


unneceffary | Has Ireland prohibited the importation of your 


goods? has ſhe diſturbed your poſſeſſions in the Indics ? has ſhe - 


refuſed to limit the ſucceſſion to the Crown, in the fame manner as 
is done by the Parliament of Britain? On the contrary, is there 
not between the two countries an agreement which nothing but the 
folly of Miniſters can derange, and an affection which nothing 
but their violence can deſtroy ? 

« Tt is ſaid, that the Union is intended to obviate dangers of 
another deſcription to counterz& the deſigns of the enemy, to 
quell ſedition, and to conſolidate the connection between the two 
iſlands, The difference of opinion with regard to this meaſure 
reſts entirely upon its conſequences. If the right honourable gen- 
tleman ſhould prove that it would unite the hearts and intereſts of 
Iriſhmen and Engliſhmen, not one word more ſhould he hear from 
me in oppoſition to it. But, Sir, I am convinced that theſe dangers 
ariſe not from the preſent Conſtitution of Ireland, but only from 
the manner in which it is adminiſtered. The manner in which 
that country has been governed for ſome years has been impolitic 
and cruel in the extreme, and has its natural conſequences. Let the 
ſyſtem be changed, and the dangers will diſappear. Though not 
to-night, it was ſtatcd laſt year that the circumſtances of Ireland fo 
exactly reſembled thoſe of Scotland, that the kingdoms muſt either 
be immediately united in .their Legiſlatures, or ſeparated for ever, 
[ heard this ſentiment expreſſed with great concern; for, if the 
Union ſhould not be carricd (and I am far from thinking that it is 
yet carried in Ireland), what encouragement would be held out to 
our enemies! But it is falſe that there is any ſuch neceflity ; and, 
if you adopt liberal meaſures with regard to the ſiſter kingdom, you 
will do more in diſſipating the dangers which threaten her, than by 
any attempt to incorporate her Legiſlature with ours. 

There are men who try to prove (as Monteſquieu did with re- 


dard to the Japaneſe) that the Iriſh are ſuch a barbarous, unprin- 
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cipled, turbulent race of men, that they are incapable of freedom, 
and muſt neceffarily be ruled with a rod of iron. This train of 
invective has been particularly indulged in by a noble Lord, in 
ſpeeches and publications. I ſhall not attempt to follow him 
through all the mazes of his argument, but ſhall ſhortly inquire 
whether, fince 1782, the Iriſh really deſerve the character which 
has been aſcribed to them. It has been urged that the conceſſions 
made to them at that time were extorted by an armed convention, 


This, perhaps, is not the leaſt praiſe of that period ; ſome of the 


beſt of our rights have been ſo obtained. But when the conceſſions 
were made, was there not univerſal joy throughout the kingdom, 
and were not large ſupplies granted with the utmoſt cheerfulneſs ? 
From the period of 1782 to-the year 1785, nothing happened to 
diſturb the mutual harmony, or to create jealouſy and diſtruſt. In 
the year 1785 commercial propoſitions were ſubmitted. The Iriſh 
Parliament did not chuſe to accede to them, and they were rejected; 
but did that rejection produce any real danger? No; thoſe very 
things, or at leaſt the greater part of them, which were recom- 
mended in the propoſitions, were afterwards done by the two Par- 
liaments ſeparately, which were to have Been done by mutual ar- 
rangement. From the year 1785 to the period of the Regency 
nothing occurred. The Iriſh Parliament then propoſed that the 
Prince of Wales ſhould be the Regent without limitations. The 
Britiſh Parliament propoſed that he ſhould be Regent with limita- 
tions: but did any of thoſe gentlemen who then acted in oppoſition, 
did Mr. Windham, did the Duke of Portland, or Lord Loughbo- 
rough (who was then, I believe, Chancellor in hope), did they be- 
lieve that this difference between the two Parliaments tended to a 
ſeparation * But left any poſſible danger ſhould ariſe from any 
ſuch difference, the greateſt enemy to this meaſure of a Union 
brought in a bill to prevent it; it was thrown out by thoſe who 
adduce this very caſe as tending t9 a ſeparation between the two 
countries. In the year 1792, the Catholic queſtion was brought 
forward—Young Mr. Burke was appointed the agent for the Ca- 
tholics—The petitions which they then preſented were rejected by 
a great majority. In the following year, under the ſanction of 
Government, they were received and carried with little or no oppo- 
fition at all. Then came the war, the Parliament of Ireland con- 
curring in all the meaſures neceſſary for carrying it on. I come now 
to the eventful period of 1794. At the cluſe of that year, Ead 
Fitzwilliam was appointed Lord Lieutenant, and ſent over to Ite- 
land. During his Adminiſtration the Catholics repreſented their 
claims, and an attempt was made to amcliorate their condition. 
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But will any one ſay, that theſe proceedings were factious, or that 
they teſtified a deſire to ere Ireland into a ſeparate independent 
fate? Theſe claims had been conſidered by the Britiſh Govern- 
ment, and were allowed to be reaſonable. The bill was brought 
in by one not more illuſtrious by his talents than by his virtues; 
not more diſtinguiſhed for political knowledge, than for his love for 
the Conſtitution of his country, and his zeal to defend it (Mr. 
Grattan). The bill paſſed almoſt unanimoufly—there was not 
even a diviſion upon it. When we look back to the zeal, loyalty, 
and affection, which was then diſplayed ; when we conſider the 
large ſupplics which were granted, exceeding thoſe of any former 
year ; can we think for a moment that a diſaffected faction then 
prevailed in Ireland? This was not a faction. Moſt unfortunately 
for Ireland, however, there then exiſted a fadion, a deſperate fac- 
tion, which poiſoned the car of His Majeſty, and cut off from his 
devoted ſubjects thoſe ſtreams of royal favour and proteRion which 
otherwiſe would have flowed upon them. To that taction and 
its machinations I ſhall ever continue to attribute the ſubſequent 
mis. rtunes of that ill- fated country. Lord Fitzwilliam was re- 
and there then began a ſyſtem of tyranry, ccucity, nd bar- 
ba. y, which continues to the preſent time. I ain atraid chat I 
have fatigued the attention of the Houſe by the length of this in- 
duction ; but I withed to anſwer the declimation of the right ho- 
tourable gentleman with a few ſtubborn facts. It is by no means 
true, that the Union is necefiary to the emancipation of the Ca- 
tholies. Any bil} for that purpoſe can as well be paſſed in the 
Parliament of Ireland as in tat of the United Kingdoms. 

The oppoſers of the claims of the Catholics affect to believe, 
that in that caſe their reſtoration to their political rights would pro- 
duce a change of property in the country. They repreſent, ,that 
thoſe who conſidered themſelves as unjuſtly deprived of their pro- 
perty by former revolutions, would make a reſumption of thoſe poſ- 
ſeſſions the firſt act of their new- acquired influence in the Legiſla- 
ture, Nothing, however, can be more unfounded ; thoſe of the 
Catholics who would be called to the exerciſe of legiſlative fune- 
tions, would be men who had acquired property by the practice of 
induſtry, and who would have an obvious intereſt to protect thoſe 
titles on which depended the ſecurity of what they themſelves poſ- 
lefled. To ſhake the ſecurity of a great part of the property of the 
country by countenancing any meaſure that aimed at the ſubverſion 
of long-eſtabliſhed poſſeſſion and recogniſed titles, would ſubje& 
their own to be ſwept away in the general confuſion. 
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. Majeſty without a violation of his coronation oath, 
jection certainly would operate as ſtrongly againſt them at any future 
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By what I have ſtated concerning the internal ſituation of Tre. 
land, I think I have proved, that the evils by which that Country 
has ſo long been aflitcd do not proceed from a ſeparate Parliament, 
and that the remedy for them nted not be fought by its abolition, 
T think I have ſhown too, that a Legiſlztive Union would not be 
the cure for thoſe particular evils by which Ireland has been dif. 
tracted. - The example of Scotland, which ſome conſider ſo con- 
cluſive in favour of a Union with Ireland, will not, upon a ſtrid 
examination, be found ſo very encouraging an inſtance. In truth, 
much more good is aſcribed to this fingle meaſure of Union than 
hiſtory will warrant. It was not the Union; it was the adoptian 
of a liberal policy, the application of a proper remedy to the parti. 
cular evils under which the country laboured, that removed the 
caufes which had impeded the proſperity of Scotland. 

«« Burt it is ſaid, that the Catholics of Ireland may, on ſome fu. 
ture occaſion, obtain indulzences from the liberality of the United 
Parliament. It were much to be wiſhed that the Catholics ſhould 
now be diſtinctly informed of what advantages they may expect. If 
the privileges held out to them are ſufficient to conciiiate their ſup- 
port to the mcaſure, ſo far as they are concerned my argument would 
be at an end. I do not ſce the wifdom of inſinuating to them 
vague hopes of future benefits. They may be induced to conceive 
expectations which, if diſappointed, may produce much ſerious dil- 
content. Encouraged to entertain ſanguine hopes, they may after- 
wards complain that they have been deccived- 
of ſuch mili;.cerftanding, and ſuch diſappointmenis, may be dan- 
gerous to the peace of the country. Indeed, of the indulgences 
which they may receive from a United Parliament, confiderable 
doubts may be entertained. We know that the Keeper of the 
King's conſcience in the Siſter Kingdom gave it as his opinion, that 
the claims of the Catholics in Ireland could not be granted by His 
Such an ob- 
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period, as it could do in any meaſure that could be projected for 
their relief in the ſeparate Legiſlature of Ircland. 

But to revert to the caſe of Scotland, on which ſo much argu- 
ment has been founded : If we look back to the hiſtory of the pre- 


ſent century, we ſnall be at ſome loſs to diſcover, at leaſt for a very 


conſiderable period, the proofs of that tranquillity, that happineſs 
and proſperity with which the Union was attended. If we ſurvey 
the fate of Scotland poſterior to that event, we ſhall find much 
diſcontent, much diffatisfaQtion, turbulence, and rebellion. The 
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s which that country has fince made in commerce, manufac- 
tures and wealth, is to be attributed to many circumſtances beſides 
the Union. We ſhould expect, at leaſt, that a cauſe which is re- 
preſented to have been ſo, powerful in its operation, would have 
had ſome connection of time with its effect. This connection be- 
tween the Union and the Proſperity of Scotland it is not very eaſy to 
diſcover. It is a fad, that the trade of Scotland in many places 
actually decayed after the Union, and the linen trade in particular 
can be proved to have ſuffered. Neither is it fair, in eſtimating 
the benefit of the Union, to compare the ſtate of Scotland now, 
with what it was at the beginning of the century, and to impute the 
difference ſolely to the Union. Scotland, doubtleſs, would have 
partaken of the general improvement which almoſt every nation in 
Europe has fince that period undergone. What would any man 
fay, if the progreſs of America in wealth and riches ſince the 
eſtabliſhment of. its independence were to be aſcribed to the inti- 
macy it formed with France, and to the renunciation of Engliſh 
connection? Such an aſſertion would be ſtigmatized both, as a 
falſe and a dangerous poſition. - In truth, in a period of more than 
forty years after the Union, - Scotland exhibited no proofs of in- 
creaſed induſtry and of riſing wealth. Till after the year 1748 
there was no fenſible advance of her commerce ; ſeveral of her 
manufaQures were not eſtabliſhed till fixty years after the Union, 
and her principal branch of manufacture was not ſet up, I believe, 
till the year 1781, The abolition of the heritable juriſdictions was 
the firſt great meaſure that gave an impulſe to the ſpirit of improve- 
ment in Scotland. It is from that period that the riſe of commerce 


and manufactures is to be dated. Since that time, indeed, the 


proſperity of Scotland has been conſiderable, but certainly not ſo 
great as that of Ireland has been within the ſame period. By 
comparing the progreſs of each, we ſhall find that ſome general 
cauſes contributed to their advancement, and we muſt be con- 
vinced that to the Union have been aſcribed effects which were 
owing to very different cauſes. | | 


It was ſaid laſt year, in the debate upon this ſubjeR, by a right 


honourable gentleman oppoſite (Mr., Dundas), that the Union was 
ſo popular in Scotland a few years after its concluſion, that the Pre- 
tender, on his arrival in that country in the year 171 5, had found 
it neceſſary to expunge from his proclamation that paſſage in which 
he promiſed that the Union ſhould be diſſolved. This afſertiori 
was made fo confidently by the right honourable gentleman that I 
was ſtaggered by it, notwithſtanding its beiòg ſo inconſiſtent with 


the general accounts of the ſtite of the public mind in Scotland at. 
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that time. After a good deal of inquiry, however, 1 have at length 


been able to diſcover the authority on which the aſſertion was made. 


I find too, that this authority is ſingle, and unſaf ported by any 


concurring teſtimony. This authority then is a note in Dr. Som. 
merville's Hiſtory of Queen Anne, founded too upon a manuſcript 
of Sir John Clerk. This hiſtory was publiſhed in the year 1798. 
The note had no reference to the immediate text; and, after all, 
the authority of Sir John Clerk, though a very reſpectable man, iz 
ſomewhat doubtful in ſuch a point. He was connected by mar. 
Tiage with the Duke of Queenſberry, who managed the buſineſs of 
the Union in Scotland. | Indeed it was no more ſurpriſing to find 
ſuch a man endeavouring to repreſent the Union as popular, than it 
would be to find Lord Caftlereagh, or ſome of his relations, writing 
from Ireland that the project of Unien was ſupported by the general 
voice of the country. : 7 

« That the Union was not popular in Scotland, we find from 2 
ſeries of the moſt indiſputable facts, as well as the moſt unqueſtion- 
able documents. In the year 1713 a motion was made by the 
Earl of Findlater to diſſolve the Union; and that motion was ſup- 
ported by the Whig party, by Lord Sunderland, and ſeveral others 
who had been Commiſſioners in adjuſting the tranſaction. Upon 
that occaſion there was an equality of votes, there being fifty-four 


on each ſide; and it was decided in favour of an Union, only by a 
majority of four upon the proxies. There were feveral proofs ex- 
tant from letters written by friends to the meaſure, and decided foes 


to ſacobiniſm, that the Union was very unpopular in Scotland. In 
1715, when the Earl of Mar took the field in the caufe of the 
Houſe of Stuart, he announced the defign to reſtore the old Confii- 
tution of Scotland, and a declaration was a few days after iſſued by 
a number of the principal perſons on the "ſame fide, in which the 
Union was particularly reprobated as a grievance. Thus it is clear, 
that the friends of the Pretender conſidered Union unpopular, and 
thought that it would be favourable to their cauſe to encourage the 
hope of its repeal. The Pretender himſelf, on his landing, iflued a 
proclamation ia the ſame ſpirit, to cotciliate the ſupport of the 
people, who viewed the Union as the extinction of their national 
Independence, and the introduction of a foreign yoke. 
From the whole hiſtory of thoſe periods, it is evident that the 
effect of tne Union had been unfavourable to the repoſe and tran- 
quillity of the ſtate. It was an additional ſubjeQ of diſcontent to 


a people already labouring under many difadvantages of internal 


government and regulation; and till the real cauſe of the evil w3s 
removed, till the grievanecs were femedied, no progreſs was made 
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ſets, to the radical miſchiefs which detain that country in a 
ſtate of diſtraction. Till the grievances of Ireland are done away, 


till the diſabilities under which the Catholics labour are taken off, 


no progreſs will be made in ſecuring the public tranquillity, or in 
promoting the extenſion of commerce and of wealth. If it be really 
in contemplation to confer any further privileges on the Catholics, 
2s has been inſinuated, why may they not as well be granted by the 
Iriſh Parliament? The Legiſlature of Ireland is undoubtedly 
competent to ſuch a meaſure, and indeed to carry into effect every 
other, which would tend to allay animoſities, and promote the 
general happineſs. 

41 ſhall not on the preſent occaſion go at length into all the de- 
tails of the articles which have been laid before you. Other op- 
portunities will occur for ſuch a diſcuſſion. I cannot refrain, how- 
ever, from expreſſing even now my diſſent from ſeveral of the po- 
fitions which the right honourable gentleman laid down. Reſpect- 
ing the article in which the mode of repreſentation is fixed, I muſt 
confeſs that I differ entirely from him. The right honourable 
gentleman exerts his powers of declamation, and diſguiſes the true 
tate of the cafe by the rich ambiguity of his language; but he will 
never convince any impartial man that the introduction of one hun- 
dred new Members into the Houſe of Commons, however its own 
compoſition may be preſerved entire, will not be a moſt ſerious in- 
novation. The right honourable gentleman conſidered the preciſe 
number of little importance. Undoubtedly any number that gives 
Ireland her proper ſhare and influence in the Legiſlature of the 


United Kingdoms, is that which ought to be adopted: that preciſe 


number, indeed, it is difficult to fix. Beſides this, however, it is a 


point of the higheſt importance to conſider how this additional num- 


ber of Members will affect the compoſition of the Houſe itſelf, 
what effect it will have upon its capacity and deliberation, and con- 
duding the affairs that muſt paſs under its examination. I am the 
leſs embarraſſed in delivering my ſentiments upon this ſubject, as, 


in the plan of Parliamentary Reform which I ſubmitted to the 
Houſe, it never was propoſed to increaſe the number of Members 


of the Houſe. Even the plan of Reform propoſed by the right 
honourable gentleman hitnſelf, went upon the principle of preſerv- 
ing the number the ſame, by extinguiſhing a number of boroughs to 
balance the number of Members that were to be introduced by a 
more popular election. Oy. 
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towards the eſtabliſument of tranquillity, and to the advancement of 
commerce and manufactures. Such will be the fate of Ireland 
if the Union be adopted without applying a eure to the internal de- 
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2 | «« The right honourable gentleman ſays too, that the new Mem. be 
4 f ; bers vill not increaſe the influence of the Crown. They will elu 
_ conſiſt chiefly of the county repreſentatives, and thoſe for the more the 
ty 4 populous towns. Though three-fourths of the county Members are Fr 
+ kY now againſt the Union, I confeſs I ſhould diſtruſt them when they le: 
_ come over here as Members of the United Parliament. I ſuſpect vi 
. that they will rarely be adverſe to the meaſures of any Adminiftra- ol 
AT - tion. We have an example of the ſteady and uniform ſupport ' de 
2 which the Members for Scotland have given to every ſet of Mini- th 
_ ſters. We have reaſon to apprehend, that the Iriſh Members will 10 
1 become a no leſs regular band of miniſterial adherents. The ex- h 
; ind pences of conteſted elections will become ſo great, that it will be * 
1 Impoſſible for any man to ſuſtain them who is not ſupported by the c 
- "ns Treaſury. All the hopes, all the views of the Members will centre 0 
Sf 3 in the Miniſter ; and they will naturally be led to add themſelves t 
1 to the ranks of his conſtant and unalterable ſupporters. f 
1 &« With reſpect to the Peerage, I ſec leſs objection to the propor- | 
+ . tion of repreſentatives that has been fixed. I can ſee no reaſon, { 
1] | however, why the Peerage ſhould be kept up in the manner pro- ( 
1 poſed. It would be better, in my opinion, to allow it gradually to 
> I become identified with the Britiſh Peerage, without reſerving any | 

th i Particular repreſentation, This, indeed, is a matter of detail upon 

| which I ſhall not at preſent inſiſt, as, perhaps, I may afterwards 

76 make it the ſubject of a ſeparate motion. 

4 « The regulations reſpecting commerce and revenue zppear to be 

„ liable to little objeQion. They arc likewiſe matters of detail, 


which may be better conſidered when the articles are diſcuſſed ſepa- 
rately ; and I ſhall not detain the Houſe by any particular exami- 
nation of them. 
& T ſhall, therefore, treſpaſs but for a few minutes longer upon 
the patience of the Committee. Whatever may be the merits of 
any of the propoſed conditions, as equitable and liberal ſtipulations 
in favour of both countries, the great preliminary point is to aſcer- 
tain the ſenſe of the people of Ireland.” It was profeſſed by Mini- 

ſters, that the decifion ſhould be left to the free and impartial deter- 
mination of the Iriſh themſelves. That the conſideration of the 
EN - whole queſtion ſhould be referred to the diſpaſſionate conſideration 
_ bf the people of Treland, was the ſentiment expreſſed laſt year by 


ous 


N nnn 
\ 9 * 


Ne 
3 —_— 
— 


* © 54 44 © * 4 1 Lb - 
RG ie es ISA ob RE. 2 
- &; $2, a69 1 
— 
w - of 


Ga... C 23 
W l — — > * > N q — 1 
rr — \ a SS 4 © 4 : 


W = "FM 
— * * 8 
* 


— 2 
— — 


war Nats, 9d ep LSE ie rr n n n+, 4 r \ 
een 7 4 a ah e I eee r 
— ** . — * — . - ——— ” 
* * 
odd 


4 


;* a right honourable gentleman (the Speaker), no leſs diſtinguiſhed by 
ip "Y his excellent underſtanding, than by the high ſtation which he holds 
14 : in the Houſe, I ſhall not enter into any abſtract inquiry into the 
1 ; 5 competence of the Legiſlature to adopt the meaſure of an incorpo- 
An zating Union, When a maln of ſych infinite e Importance is ta - 
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be adopted, it is not too much to ſay, that it ought not to be con- 
eluded without the fair conſent of the people of Ireland, nor againſt 
their decided voice. Why do we inveigh againſt the violence of the 
French for compelling into their connection countries to whom they 
leave no room for free deliberation? Why do we ſtigmatize ſuch 
violation of the freedom and iridependence of ſtates, if we could be 
guilty ourſelves of the fault which we reprobate ? I truſt, that the 
deteſtation we expreſs of French proceedings is ſincere: I truſt, 
that it is founded upon the ſolid principles of juſtice, upon a genuine 
love of liberty, and that it will not be belied by our conduct. I 
hope, that whilſt we hold up as facred the independence of nations, 
we do not merely honour the principle with our lips, but that we 
cheriſh it in our hearts. While the love of liberty is engraven in 
our breaſt, we cannot ſurely forget what we owe to the intereſts and 
to the rights of others. Theſe duties engage us to reſpect and to 
promote the freedom and the happineſs of mankind. To encou- 
rage any invaſion of thoſe ſacred rights in others, would be to 
ſap the foundation on which our own muſt reſt. If we aſſiſt in 
depriving others of the bulwarks of their liberties, we overthrow the 
ſecurities of our own. The excellent maxim of our religion, 
Do to others as you would that they ſhould do to you,” is no leſs 
a binding rule in the relation of ſocieties to each other than in the 
intercourſe of individuals. Our duties, indeed, are fortified by our 
intereſts, We are deterred from the commiſſion of injuſtice by 
the danger of ſubjecting ourſelves to be in turn its victims. We 
cannot beſtow upon the Government that power which is neceſſary 
to ſubdue the freedom of others, without arming them with weapons 
that might be fatal to our own liberty. It is impoſſible that we 
could be aſſiſting in overturning the liberty of another nation, with- 
out extinguiſhing that zeal which is neeeſſary to the maintenance of 


our own rights. If ſuch an attempt were to ſucceed, it would 


place at the abſolute diſpoſal of the Crown a number of abject in- 
ſtruments that might be employed againſt the privileges of their 
fellow ſubjects. I rejoice,” ſaid Lord Chatham, “ that America 
has reſiſted ; for three millions of ſlaves in America would have 
been fit tools to overthrow the liberties of England.” For the ſame 
reaſon I rejoice that the Iriſh have ſhewn a determined reſolution 

to preſerve their conſtitutional rights and liberties. I truſt that 
Miniſters will not be able by undue means to triumph over their 
oppoſition. If a Union were effected by ſuch means, without a 


* cordial conſent, without à real union of heart and affection, it 


would more than any thing endanger the ſeparation of the two 


countries. I ſhall therefore move an Addreſs to His Majeſty, that 
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he would be graciouſly pleaſed to direct his Miniſters to ſuſpend all 
proceedings on the queſtion of Union till the free conſent of the 
people of Ireland be completely aſcertained. Whether this con, 
ſent cxiſts, may be aſcertained by petition for or againſt the mea. 
fure. If this mode be not conſidered degifive, there remains 3 


- conſtitutional method of appealing to the ſenſe of the people by a 


diffolution of Parliament. This I ſhould propoſe to addreſs His 
Majeſty to do, were it not trenching upon the independence of the 
Irich Parliament. This was the method obſerved in the inſtance 
of Scotland; and why ſhould not this example be followed like, 
wiſe in this point, when the management of the Scotch Union was 
held forth as the model in ſo many others? Whatever may be the 
iſſue of this important deliberation, my firſt wiſh is, that what is 
beſt for liberty may ſucceed. The intereſis of commerce, and the 
proportions of revenue, are of inferior importance, Liberty alone 
, can ſtamp them with a ſolid value, and give them a real ſecurity. 
If the Union, notwithſtanding the general diſapprobation of the 
people of Ireland, ſhall take place, my ſecond wiſh is, that it may 
tend to ſtrengthen the connection between the two countries, and to 


conſolidate the refources of the empire, as much as I believe in 


my coaſcience that it threatens the only ſolid bond of connection, 
that of affeQion and kindneſs, and that it muſt prove injurious to 
the real power of the ſtate. Mr. Grey concluded with moving, 
That an humble Addreſs be preſented to His Majeſty, praying 
that he will be graciouſly pleaſed to direct His Miniſters to ſuſpend 
all procecdings ou the Iriſh Union, till the ſentiments of the Iriſh 
people reſpeQing that meaſure can be aſcertained.” 

Mr. JOHNSTONE (Member for Aldborough, in a maiden 
ſpeech,) took & very comprehenſive view of the whole ſubject; ob- 


: ſerving, that the peace and ſafety of this country, as well as of Ire- 
land, depended upon an Union of the two countries, between whom 


at preſent the connection was inſecure and precarious. On the oc- 


_ cafion of the commercial propoſitions, it was obſervable that a ſpirit | 


manifeſted itſelf in Ireland, the tendency of which might have been 
extremely dangerous. At the time when the Regency Bill was in 
agitation, he need not remind the Houſe, of the riſk there was of 
the two countries having two different Regents, and with powers 


differently conſtituted. Both nations were liable to miſtake their 


point under the preſent organization; and as their intereſts were 


inſeparable, it was high time that their Union ſhould be rendered 


perpetual. As Ireland increaſed in ſtrength and opulence, the 


ſpirit.of independence might become prevalent, and it might poſſibly 


be in the power of ſome daring adventurer to effect a ſeparation, 


/ 


* 
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the bad effects of which would be incalculable. Experience had 
ſufficiently ſhewn the alarming extent to which feuds and animoſi- 
ties were puſhed in the ſiſter kingdom, and during the continuance 
of which it was impoſſible that the people could be happy. We 
were now in the eighth year of the war, commenced, not for con- 
queſt, but for our own preſervation, as well as that of Europe, 
dangered by the ambition of an enemy who paid no regard to the 
bafis on which the balance of Europe was ſettled by the treaties of 
Utrecht and Weſtphalia. Scotland had already felt the benefits of 
an Union, which deſtroyed all hopes that the enemy might have 
entertained of ſeparating its intereſts from thoſe of this country. 
The merchants of England had, of late years, adopted ſuch liberal 
principles as ſmoothed thoſe obſtacles which might otherwiſe be in- 
terpoſed, and were ſenſible that their true intereſts were centered in 
the general proſperity of the empire. Upon theſe grounds they 
would conſent to become aſſociates with thoſe whoſe objects they 
might materially aſſiſt without injury to themſelves. He concluded 
with complimenting the preſent Adminiſtration, whoſe numerous 
ſupporters he confidered to be influenced by the i DP and wiſdom 
of their meaſures. 

Mr. NICHOLLS ſaid, that thotgh he was mens in the 
habit of ſupporting the meaſures of the preſent Adminiftration 3 
yet, conceiving that an Union between Great Britain and Ireland 
was caleulated to remove the dangers exiſting from the manner in 
which they were now connected, he muſt give his hearty concur- 
rence to the motion. There were two parties labouring to effect n 
ſeparation between theſe countries—a foreign enemy, and internal 
conſpirators. The effect of this meaſure, he conceived, would be 
the diſappointment of them both. He commended the propoſers 
of this plan for promiſing, in the firſt inſtance, an amelioration in 
the condition of the Roman Catholics of Ireland, who, at preſent, 
conſtituted the great majority of the inhabitants. In fact, theſe 
people could not be emancipated under the preſent form of their 
Government; but there was 'a proſpect that all their complaints 
would be removed when they became the minority of a great empire, 
and conſequently could not inſpire the United Parliament with ſuch 
apprehentions as the Irifh Legiſlature appeared now to entertain. 
The conſequences of the Union with Scotland led him to approye 
of every. plan for the conſolidation of the empire at large, and he 
could not conceive that the meaſure was generally difapproved by the - 
people of Ireland ; for, were that the caſe, there could be no doubt 
but petitions apainR 1 it would have been preſented from all quarters 
of that iſland, On ſuch an IE it was proper to out, 
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If the Iriſh Parliament, conſtituted as it is at preſent, had poſſeſſed 
the confidence of the Iriſh people, there would have been no necef. 
fity for this meaſure ; but there was every reaſon to ſuppoſe that ſuch 
confidence would not be withheld from the Imperial Parliament, 
The trade and intercourſe between England and Scotland had very 
materially improved ſince their Legiſlative Union: and the latter 
country, ſo far from having any reaſon to complain of being taxed 
unfairly, was, amongſt other things, relieved from one-half of the 
malt duty which was paid by the people of England. Ireland, 
therefore, might expect to be favoured in every reſpe& which its 
peculiar. circumſtances might require. He was aware that, in 
adopting this meaſure, we were making a very dangerous experi- 
ment; but, ſhould it prove ſucceſsful, its advantage would e::ceed 
any calculation that could at this time be formed. It would be 
effectual in fruſtrating the hoſtile views of France; and though 
we run ſome riſk in purſuing it, yet that riſk perhaps was not 
more than what prudence would warrant for our own ſervice. 
Sir G. P. TURNER expreſſed his entire approbation of the 
meaſure, and apprehended no danger from the increaſed number of 


[Com Mogg. 


Members in that Houſe, as he made no doubt that the Iriſh Repre- 


ſentatives would come over as honeſt as any other. There was, in 


| his view of it, a fair reciprocity of benefits; and though he always 


admired the wiſdom of the preſent Adminiſtration, he particularly 
approved of the ſteadineſs with which this important object had been 


purſued. The Miniſter was a man not to be deterred or diverted 


from beneficial ſchemes by any clamour that might be raiſed 


againſt him: 


e Juſtum et tenacem propoſiti virum, 
« Non Civium ardor pra va jubentium; 
Non vultus inſtantis Tyranni, 
Mente quatit solida. 
« Si fractus illabatur orbis, 
4 Impavidum ferient ruinz. » 


It} ay already guided the veſſel of the State through ſtorms and 


tempeſts, and there was little doubt but he would conduct it ſafely 


Into port. The ſooner the preſent meaſure was accompliſhed, the 


better; and when once effected, France would no more attempt to 
ſend its Breſt fleet to Ireland. 

General LOFT Us withed to fet an honourable gentleman (Mr. 
Grey) right (he was ſatisfied that his mis. ſtatement was not volun- 
tary) reſpecting his obſervations with regard to many Engliſh officers 


who were introduced into the Iriſh Houſe of Commons, without 


their having any connexion, either by property or otherwiſe, with 


and 
ſafely 
d, the 
apt to 


| (Mr. 
olun- 
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ithout 

with 
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Treland. -He inſtanced General Craddock, and other Officers, as 


exceptions to that aſſertion; and contended, that many of the mi- 
litary gentlemen who had been alluded to came into the Iriſh Par- 
liament on as independent grounds as any of the gentlemen who 
obtain ſeats in the Britiſh Parliament. The Parliament and the 
People of Ireland had lately proved themſelves much wiſer than 
they were laſt year; and they began to ſee, and ſoon would feel, all 
the beneſits of the preſent ſalutary meaſure, ſhould it paſs into a 
law, which he earneſtly wiſhed it might. An Iriſhman would no 
longer be regarded as a foreigner, nor ſubject to the tyrannical and 
ſelfiſh government under which the Iriſh nation had ſo long groaned; 
but would, from the auſpicious hour of an Union, come into a per- 
fed participation of all the bleſſings of every kind which conſti- 
tuted the power, the reſources, and the happineſs of Great 
Britain, | | | 
Mr. GREY thanked the honourable gentleman for the trouble 
he took in rectifying his miſtakes. When he obſerved that a Ge- 
neral and ſeveral Officers of the Staff had been introduced into the 
Iriſh Parliament without its appearing that they had any connection 
with that country, he confeſſed that he alluded principally to Gene- 
rl Lake, whoſe introduction into the Iriſh Parliament, under all 
the circumſtances attending his fituation, he could not help regard- 
ing as unſeemly and unbecoming, eſpecially if he was ſo introduced 
in order to vote upon a queſtion which ſo nearly and effentially con- 


cerned the feelings and the intereſts of Iriſhmen. He was ſorry 


the honourable gentleman had not alſo taken the pains to inform 
him whether (if in this inſtance he had likewiſe been in an error) 
the general wiſh and opinion of the Iriſh nation were in favour of 
the Union, and whether the majority of the Iriſh Parliament did, 
in truth and in ſubſtance, expreſs that general. wiſh and opinion of 
the people of Ireland. Muſt not that honourable gentleman, on 
the contrary, in candour confeſs, that places, titles, emoluments, 
and honours were held out to biaſs their judgments and iofluence 
their votes ; and that a rioble Lord (Caſtlereagh), in opening the 
buſineſs to the Houſe, had, unbluſhingly, propoſed a pecuniary 
compenſation to the borough-proprietors? Was England, he aſked, 
to pay a million and a half to indemnify thoſe Iriſh Members who 
have baſely ſurrendered the Conſtitution and the Liberties of their 
Country? 1 

DoQor LAUREN CE next roſe to ſpeak ; but the cry for the 
queſtion was ſo loud and general that he ſat down. Being called 
upon, however, by ſeveral Members, he roſe again, and affured the 
Committee that it was not his intention to trouble them at any 
Vo L. XI. Q q : 
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length: he was anxious to expreſs his decided diſapprobation of 
the meaſure, as unwiſe, unjuſt, and impolitic, under the preſent cir. 
eumſtances of Ireland; and as one which, far from bringing with 
it the advantages that ſhould naturally reſult from a cordial Union, 
would, on the contrary, be attended with all-the miſchiefs and cala. 
mities of diviſion and diſtraction. He muſt more particularly re. 
probate the effects that it would produce in our financial ſyſtem in 
the Imperial Parliament, where one body of men would. be taxing 
both kingdoms, without acting in concert from any community of 
intereſts. This had been the great objection againſt all the pro. 
poſed plans of Parliamentary Reform—though the wildeſt of them 
never went ſo far; it had been an uniform principle with the Britiſh 
Houſe of Commons, that they would ſubmit to no burdens but 
ſuch as they impoſed upon themſelves ; but the preſent meaſure, in 
that and many other reſpects, muſt radically vitiate the frame and 
character of the Britiſh Parliament; and, if paſſed into a lan, 
could operate only by violence, injuſtice, and oppreſſion. 


Mr. SHERIDAN apologized for obtruding himſelf upon the 


patience of the Committee, after they had ſignified ſo much reluc- 
tance to hear the learned gentleman who ſpoke laſt. He roſe prin- 
cipally to obſerve, that it appeared now to be fairly underſtood, 
that the right honourable gentleman (Mr. Pitt) brought the queſtion 
to this iſſue, that the meaſure of the Union ſhould be perſiſted 
In, becauſe it was courted and ſanctioned by the general and inde- 
pendent aſſent of the Iriſh people, and that, as this point was aſcer- 
tained or diſproved, the meaſure ſhould be perſevered in or aban- 
doned. But where was the proof that the Union had that general 
approbation, that independent affent of the Irifh nation? A num- 


ber of addreſſes and declarations were mentioned as a proof: but 
where were theſe addrefles ? 


The addreſſes againſt it were eaſy to 
be found. Twenty-ſeven of the counties had openly declared 
againſt it; and with theſe would have united Antrim and Sligo, if 
martial law had not been proclaimed, and prevented the intended 
meetings. If the meaſure was thus to be carried, he had no heſita- 
tion in ſaying, that it was an act of tyranny and oppreſſion, and 
muſt become the fatal ſource of new diſcontents and future rebel- 
lions ; and the only ſtandard round which the pride, the paſſions, 
and the prejudices of Iriſhmen would rally, was that which would 
lead them to the recovery of a Conſtitution that was thus foully and 
oppr: {ſively to be wreſted from them. No attempt had been made 


to deny the fact, that ſixty-five ſeats had been vacated to make 
place for men whoſe obſequiouſneſs would not permit them to op- 
pule che meaſure; and it was equally nutorious, that no art or in- 
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Auence which the policy of corruption and intimidation could put 
in play was left untried to gain over partiſans to the Union. In 
this aſſertion every gentleman muſt acquieſce who would conſult his 
heart and Ris honour, and for a proof of it he would refer them to 
what had befallen Sir John Parnell ; his fate was no unimpreſſive 
warning to thoſe who might be tempted to follow his example. 
Thus was intimidation held out every where, without room any- 
where for the expreſſion of a free will and unbiaſſed judgment. 
Martial law, ſpies, informers, &c. &c. were on all ſides marſhal- 
ed againſt the oppoſers of the Union; and it was only to be won- 
dered how any ſet of men, under ſuch a ſyſtem of terror, could have 
dared ſo boldly and manfully to expreſs their abhorrence of ir. 
For three centuries Ireland had ſuffered every thing from the injuſ- 
tice and oppreſſion of. England, and had enjoyed but eighteen years 
of juſtice and forbearance. This was the ſecond attempt that had 
been made to wreſt her independence from her ; but he truſted the 
Houſe would not fanQiion the preſent attempt, unleſs it plainly ap- 
peared that the meaſure was called for and approved by the free, 
uncontrouled will and wiſhes of the Iriſh people. Of the deter- 
mination of the Chancellor of the Exchequer to perſiſt in what he 
once begun, there was little room to doubt. An honourable Baro- 
net had emphatically panegyrized him by deſcribing his character in 
the words of the fine Horatian ode— Zuftum et tenacem propofiti vi- 
rum, Cc. &c. That as Miniſter he was 7%, his admirers would 
no doubt afſert ; that he was prapeſibi tenacem, no one could attempt 
to deny; and ſo far was he fo, that ſooner than not accompliſh his 
ends, he would fearleſsly riſk to pull down on his own, and on the 
heads of the people, the ruins of the whole empire. He concluded 
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by obſerving, that the motion of his honourable friend would re- 


ceive his hearty ſupport. 

General LorTus explained. 

Mr. DUNDAS roſe to ſay a few words in anſwer to ſome of 
the obſervations relative to the Union with Scotland, uſed by the 
honourable Member (Grey) i in the courſe of his ſpeech ; and hav- 
ing fully juſtified the opinions delivercd by him laſt year on that 
ſubject, the right honourable Secretary proceeded to comment 
briefly on other parts of the debate, If gentlemen ſuppoſed the 
Parliament of Ireland incapable, unfit, or incompetent to give ſeeu—- 
rity to the rights of the Iriſh, then how was it conſiſtent in them to 
oppoſe an Union, which, as one great effect, was to give to Ireland 
the benefit of impartial repreſentation? What was defired by his Ma- 
jeſty's Government, was to give to Ireland ſuch a Parliament; which 
would be the teſt depoſitory, as it would be the ſafeguard of the 
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rights, liberties, and true intereſts of the-people of Ireland. 


[CoMMons, 


It Wag 


_ obſerved with great truth, that one conſequence of Union was the 


ſuppreſſion of heritable juriſdidtions in Scotland; but would that 
event, fo ſalutary and eſſential to the improvement and proſperity 
of that country, have taken place in its own Parliament? He 
believed it would not. Much good would alſo in a fimilar wa 

be the reſult to Ireland of an Union with Great Britain. There 
was one conſideration which, in diſcuſſing this ſubject, it would be 
unfair to overlook. The Lords of Ireland, and many of the Com- 
moners, all of them men of great property and of real conſequence 
in-their own country, were in a majority on the queſtion for agree- 
ing to an Union, which, though it would not diſturb the rights of 
property, would of neceflity deprive thoſe perſons of much perſonal 
authority. Yet they were willing to ſacrifice the intereſts growing 
out of thoſe circumſtances ; and knowing this, it would require 
many aſſertions to convince him that the Union would take place 
againſt the conſent of the people of Ireland. Having ſaid thus 


much to ſhew the fallacy of ſome of the arguments of honourable 


gentlemen, and being well aware that the opinion of ſo reſpectable 
a body of the property and the-rank and the talents of the country 
decidedly approved of the meaſure, he thought it not at all incum- 
bent on him to join ifſue with the honourable Member (Sheri- 
dan) on the queſtion, . Has the Union the conſent of the People 
of Ireland?“ On every ground, therefore, he knew it to be his 
duty to ſupport the propoſition of his right honourable friend. 
Mr. TIERNEY obſerved, that he was ſorry the right honour- 
able Secretary would not join iſſue with his honourable friend. He 
knew the Committee was impatient for the queſtion ; but while 
he meant not to detain gentlemen long, he could not give a filent 
vote on ſo important a queſtion. Speaking in the abſtract of Union, 
he did not know that he had any objeQion to it; and if it could be 
proved that it was the choice of the people of Ireland, no man 
would be more ready to promote it. But, from information he 
had received, he had nut the ſmalleſt doubt that the ſenſe of the 
people of Ireland was againſt an Union. He would not go to the 
poor of Ireland for a proof of this. Looking at its proſperity, he 
ſaw a decided majority of the .landholders hoſtile to the meaſure. 
There were reſident and non-reſident proprietors, but only the 
former could juſtly be ſaid to form a proper criterion of the diſpo- 
fitions of the Iriſh. The right honourable Secretary aſſumed, that 


the Lords and Commons who voted for the meaſure poſſeſs a ma- 


jority from their property, as they did moſt certainly from numbers. 
But, if he was well informed, the minority poſſeſſed more acres than 
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the majority. As to the idle talk of ſacrifices, what mighty ſacri- 
fice was it for twenty-eight Peers to quit Dublin to get that which 
was the object of the labours of their whole political life—an En- 
liſh Peerage? It was in this ſpirit that the Lord Chancellor ſe- 
cured a retreat with an Engliſh Peerage when laſt in this country. 
But it was alleged, that the ſenſe of the Houſe of Commons of 
Ireland was in favour of Union. It was faid, that that body had at 
length regained its ſober mind and acted wiſely. Now, what was 
the fact? Why, that laſt year there were but 105 againſt the pro- 
ject of Union, whereas the minority amounted this year to 120 
Members. Was this a proof of added conviction on the policy 
and juſtice of an Union? That in the Houſe of Commons in 
Ireland 120 was to 300 (the whole number of Iriſh Commoners) 
as 223 to 558 (the whole number of Engliſh Commoners.) Now, 
would not any man ſay, that if he ſaw ſuch a minority as 223 
againſt the right honourable gentleman, the Miniſter was defeated ? | 
Talking Engliſh, the minority againſt the Union was 223, and 
even after the machinations of the Caſtle, after intrigue, corruption 
and terror, there were till 120 Iriſh gentlemen who had the cou- 
rage to reſiſt a Miniſter armed with the efficient force of the country, 
and not flow to uſe it. The means by which the boaſted majority 
was acquired next came to be conſidered : and would gentlemen 
believe that one among their manceuvres was to make a truce with 
the warring conſciences of certain Placemen, who were told, Ne- 
ver mind; go out: bring in ſome friends to Union; you may your- 
ſelves hold your places.” Such was the fact; but what would 
have been the caſe if the Parliament had been left ſituated preciſely 
as it ſtood laſt year? He believed there would be no occaſion for 
his addrefſing the Committee that evening. But if Miniſters 
meant to have the merit of carrying Union by a ſhew of conſtitu- 
tional reſpe& for the liberties of Ireland, why not adopt one part 
of the recommendation of his honourable friend (Mr. Grey) diſ- 
ſolve the Parliament. Surely there was nothing deſperate in this. 
With the military force in its intereſt, Government could have no- 
thing to fear from oppoſition. But it had to fear the reſiſtance of the 
people to a meaſure which they utterly abhor: However, if Union 
ſhould be put to the people of Ireland in a praQticable fhape, tie 
would ſuſpend his opinion; but he muſt oppoſe it, if preſſed on 
them by force, by fraud, and by corruption. 

Lord CARYSFORT confidcred the meafure wiſe, politic, and 
advantageous to the two countries. In Ireland, Union was ſup- 
ported by addreſſes from perſons of property from all parts of the 
kingdom. There was a great balance of the whole property of the 
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the nation in favour of it; and with reſpect to the Lords and Com- 
mons, it was not as had been ſtated, for the majority in the two 
Houſes poſſeſſed a vaſi majority in point of property; inſomuch 
that, taken collectively, the property of the Lords who voted for the 


„Union was as ten to one more than that of thoſe who voted againſt 


it. There were not 120, but 138 Members for the Union in the 
Commons, including the two Tellers and the Speaker. Having ap- 
plied theſe general fads to particular caſes, his Lordſhip concluded 
by ſtating that the judging portion of the people of Ireland were in 
favour of an Union. | 

Mr. GREY —< If it be true that the Judging part of the Iriſh 
is friendly to the Union, diffolve the Parliament.” 

Mr. Chancellor PITT “ They faid laſt year, when the Par. 
hament was againſt the Union, * Reject it:“ they tell us this night, 
when we know the Parliament have voted the Union, © Appeal to 
the People. I never can conſent to ſuch doctrine. There may 
be occaſions, but they will ever be few, when an appeal to the 
people is the juſt mode of proceeding on important ſubjects. The 
prefent is not a fit moment to appeal to the people of Ireland ; when, 
if we did fo, the whole economy of our legiſlative ſyſtem, the cuſto- 
mary proceedings in caſes which involve the rights and liberties of 
the people, the juriſprudence of the country, would be thrown into 
confuſion, and all this at a moment when we are about to effect that 
which the Parliament of Great Britain has declared eſſential to the 
peace of Ireland and to the ſafety of the empire. The ground 


that honourable gentlemen take to preſs this appeal is not leſs 


remarkable. They do it becauſe they would know what is the 
opinion of the people of Ireland, which they afſume beforehand is 
againſt the Union. If they believe this, let them give us the proof, 
for theirs is the aſſertion. But, Sir, I adhere to the opinion of the 
Parliament of Ireland, and will not therefore conſent to a convoca- 
tion of primary aſſemblies, and of bodies of men to vote addrefles 
founded on French principles, arrayed as they would be againſt le- 
giſlative authority and conſtitutiunal freedom. However, did we 
even reſort to the people, who would take the expreſſion of their 
opinion, given amidſt tumult, in the fury of paſſion? Who wou!d 
aſſume that opinion as fitting to be adopted for the rule of conduct 
in a great political undertaking? On the ſubje& of any appeal in 


the preſent inſtance, it would be well if gentlemen recollected what 


was very properly, and, as far as it affected to go, concluſively ſtated 
by the noble Lord who ſpoke laſt. It cannot be unknown that the 


| Houſe never has adopted the determination of adverſe parties im- 


mediately, but has acted on an opinion ſubſequently formed accord- 
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ing to the change of time and circumſtances. I know many who 
have entertained peculiar opinions on the affairs both of Ireland 
and England, eſpecially during the preſent war, who have ſeen thoſe 
opinions exploded by events; inſomuch that certain gentlemen, 
under the conviction of the entire approbation of the people of the 
meaſures of His Majeſty's Government, have retired from this 
Houſe, have choſen to neglect their duty to their conſtituents, to 
deſert the poſt of honour, or of danger, becauſe thoſe meaſures are 


approved of by the people. Such then is the fallacy of the general 


opinions of thoſe honourable perſons who, added to the weight of 
their own very grave authority, aſk us this night to reſort to public. 
meetings, there to colle& the ſentiments of a mixed populace. Could 
the appeal be made, what pledge do the honourable gentlemen give 
that the meeting ſhall be orderly, decent, and temperate? T hoſe 
gentlemen have a ruling paſſion, which ſeems on all great occaſions 
to incline them to unfurl the banners of popularity to the mob; 


| but leaders have not leſs frequently paid the forfeit than e 


The honourable Member (Grey) has quoted a great maſter of 
human nature, to illuſtrate his opinion of a popular eleQion. That 
Poet, as if he had foreſeen the period, as if the political intrigues of 
Common Halls had been familiar to him, has well pourtrayed the 
character of ſuch a ſcene. The returns of Members from Com- 
mon Halls, and the ſubſequent return by ſcrutiny, have ſhewn 
how practiſed are certain politicians in the art of ſwelling the num- 
ber of a popular meeting. Yet ſuch ſeems to be the neceſſary 
conſequence of popular appeals. When I conſider how defeQive 
muſt be any opinion that is the reſult of an appeal to a people wholly 
influenced by a few faGious demagogues, I muſt tell the honour- 
able gentleman I could not adopt the opinion of the people of Ire- 
land colleQed at primary afſemblies. But the people of Ireland 
approve of the Union; they have in effect concurred in it; and 
it becomes the wiſdom of the Parliament of Great Britain to conſo- 
lidate the intereſts of the two countries, by agreeing to a meaſure of 
which the certain operation will be to promote and perpetuate the 
proſperity, the power, the reſources, and the independence of the 
empire,” 

Mr. GREY, in a ſhort ſpeech, replied to the right honourable 
gentleman, He re-afferted his general propoſition, and urged his 
former arguments with much perſpicuity and force. It was enter- 
taining, he ſaid, to hear the Miniſter refuſe to appeal to the people, 
though all the world knew the Miniſter did himſelf at one time 
appeal to the people. The early idol of his ambition was now alſo 
abandoned, . and (added Mr. Grey) reform is renounced, though 
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it was by talking of reform that the right honourable gentleman 
got into place.“ . : 

Mr. Chancellor PITT in explanation ſtated, that undoubtedly 
the Crown, by diſſolving Parliament, might be ſaid to appeal to the 
people. It was the prerogfitive of the Crown to do ſo. In one 
caſe this was done during his adminiſtration ; and, though ſtigma. 
tized by the honourable gentleman, that appeal to the good ſenſe of 
the nation met his entire approbation, the more ſo becauſe it was 
fince approved of by the whole people. | 

Mr. SHERIDAN faid, that the right honourable gentleman, on 
introducing the reſolutions of laſt ſeſſion, triumphantly told the 
Houſe, that though the Iriſh Parliament, in the. irritation of the 
inſtant, had rejeRed the propoſition of an Union, the people of that 
country were decidedly in favour of it; but when, by inquiry, and 
the ſtrong evidence of fads, it became completely notorious that the 
people were almoſt unanimous againſt it, while the Miniſter, by the 
moſt flagrant bribery and corruption, had contrived to procure a ma- 
Jority of the Iriſh Commons to ſupport it, he ſhifted his ground, and 
deprecated the idea of- popular interference, declaiming with violence 
againſt any appeal to the ſenſe of the people that ſenſe which ſhould 
ever regulate the deciſions of the Legiſlature, and whichought in juſtice 
to be ſuperior to the ſenſe of Parliament, where Parliament at- 
tempted to invade the vital principles of that Conſtitution of which 
they were but the delegated guardians for a limited time. The 
right honourable gentleman ſeemed to exult much in the ſucceſs of 
his machinations, becauſe, to uſe a phraſe which he ſuppoſed the 
Tight honourable gentleman would be delicate in employing—he 
had got the Parliament; but he would caution him to beware of 
the conſequence of preſſing the meaſure in oppoſition to the public 
opinion of Ireland. In 1782, the Iriſh Parliament aſſerted the 
independence of their country; and he ſincerely applauded the ſpirit 
and juſtice of their conduct; for he had ever conceived the ma- 
nagement of ſuch affairs to have been a ſpecies of job in the Britiſh 
Cabinet; and he was perſuaded that the jobbing ſyſtem would be- 
come ſtill more infamous, ſhould the Union be adopted. | 

The Houſe divided on Mr. Grey's motion For it, 30; Againſt 
it, 236. Majority, 206. | 

The firſt three reſolutions were then moved and carried without 
à diviſion. 8 93 
The Houſe reſumed, and Mr. DovcLas brought up the Report 
of the Committee. | 

Ordered, that the Houſe do, to-morrow, reſolve itſelf into a 
Committee, to conſider farther the ſubject of His Majeſty's meſſage. 
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LIST of the MINORITY. 


R. Adair, - Sir ]. Leiceſter, 

Sir F. Burdett, Sir J. Moſtyn, 
Honourable E. Bouverie, W. Plomer, 

Sir L. Copley, Sir W. Pulteney, 

B. Cooke, Colone! Peachey, 

J. Courtenay, Lord W. Ruſſell, 

W. J. Deniſon, J. Richardſon, 
Honourable C. Dundas, R. B. Sheridan, 
Sir J. Daſhwood, Honourable St. A. St. John; 
Right Hon. General Fitzpatrick, Lord Stanley, 

J. Harriſon, Sir G. Shuckburgh, 

W. jolliffe, G. Shum, 

T. Tyrwhitt Johnes, G. Tierney. 

T. Kemp, Honourable H. Tufton, 
Dr. Laurence, Honourable G. Walpole. 


"Teen, C. Grey. 


"HOUSE OF LO Ns. 


Tueſday, April 22. > 
The Biſhop of LoxDox's bill for the better obſervance of the | 
Friday before Eaſter-day, commonly called Good Friday, was read 
a ſccond time. 
The bills on the table were ſeverally read a ſtage each. 


* 


1 


1 7 — 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
355 Tueſday, April 22. 

Petitions were preſented from the innkeepers in Sandwich, Wal- 
lingford, Rocheſter, New Shorcham, and feveral other places, 
ſtating the hardſhips they at preſent ſuffer from having ſo many 
ſoldiers quartered upon them, and praying for parliamentary aid. 
The petitions were all referred to the Committee appointed to in- 
quire into the alleged grievances of innkeepers. 

Mr. R. Apair brought in a bill for encloſing and embelliſhing 
Nuſſel- ſquare, propoſed to be built in the pariſh of St. George, 
Bloomſbury. Read a firſt time, and ordered to be read a frevad 
time on Monday. 

A petition was preſented' from the Bakers of the city of Edin- 
burgh, againſt the bill now pending in Parliament for regulating the 
alize of bread. —Ordered to lie on the table. 

A meſſage from the Lords informed the Houſe, that their Lord- 
ſhips had agreed to 'the Volunteers Hair-powder Duty Bill, and 
ſeveral private bills, without amendment. 

Mr. Ros preſcnted to the —_ ande tothe dire&ions of * 
an AQ of Parliament, ; 


Vor; Al. I - r 


— 


r 


CSE n WF. a 


. * b . —— 
; > — \ 8 
a . = — . 
1%... — , K R I > — 4 LE - = - „„ 
8 5 2 1 . — 
- S bs 1 — — - — 
= = 24 aA . 
OS 2 0 © — — — 
= 8 _ 3 be _ — — 2 
- * + - " _ - -- = 


_— 


i: 
— 
1 
% 
f . 

\ 


- 
— - 
— — 


1 dag 
4. $4 
by „ 
5 3 9 * 
8 at's 
— +0 Warm - 


Wo 


br 


S * 


wr 


OM, 


#520 Sal 


2 V. NBER 
2 "4x 
— 


3 . 
e 1" EI — 


* 
5 
"ll 
8 
5 


Li 
4% 
> 
* 
LAS 
+ XS 
. 
Ts 1 
1 
Is 
1 
. 
* 
— 


. 
4 


I 
3 
" * — — — — 
| 
1. 


„ Abs. cat 
- _ 1 * * 3 23 

— * 

— 


— 


1 
12 — en. 2 * * Arp 
* 7 - he is 5 1 * 
_— 
begins 


* 
F 1 


. 
+ 22:58 


3 
a 


. . * +- h . — 4 — 7 
* — — * * M 
4 , Ee) - = OR. Wat . : _ * - „ * Are. 
. * 8 0 8 
1 f : A , ; 
2 . — I = „ WH 4 x? - 5 5 & 
* 0 : 
— Y _— pe — 3 —— 1 J 
% „„ — „„ . 
66 , 


ab 


7 
+ 


1 1 —— . — 
8 „ r n 2 
4 WW... Ind Be gs pr wry IIS | D_ * — 4 Br AY. 4 tow 
* 2 . jo * 41 0 * * — 
4 


© * a = 
2 L 1 . 4 * =, * 4 % od 6 
nl _—_ * . r 553 

F 1 Me. 4 - A 5 
r 7 28 9: ke rc wer 
* * q 4 1 — * 
4 G . T 1 * Wn 

* * n. - , 

5 


F, wy . 
—_— _—_— 


EW Wo Io > ww___w 
— _— » 
„ 4g ® 2 


— 
* 1 
. — — 
JM" - - n 
4 \ » 
„ 1 
nen + 


8 7 
2 ů 
— 3 . 
een 
< Par: gt. Raj. ++ 
— - i * 
— * 
* * - "> 
» 8 , oO 
[| 


306 PARLIAMENTARY 


An account of the total produce of the duties of cuſtoms, exciſe, 
ſtamps, and incidents, reſpeQively, for one year ended the 5th day 
of January 1800; diſtinguiſhing, as far as poſſible, in each branch, 
the produce on every ſeparate article, the duties on which have 
amounted to 10001. or more, in the four quarters of the ſaid 
year; and alſo, 

An account of the total net produce paid into the Exchequer of 
the duties on Cuſtoms; diſtinguiſhing, as far as poſſible, the 
produce on every ſeparate article, the duties on which ſhall have 
amounted to 1o00l. or more, in the four quarters ended the 5th of 
January 1800; and alſo, 

«© An account of the total net produce of the duties of Exciſe; 
diſtinguiſhing, as far as poſſible, the produce on every ſeparate 
article, the duties on which ſhall have amounted to 1oool. or 
more, in the four quarters ending the 5th January 1800; and alſo, 

An account of the total net produce of duties on Stamps; diſ- 
tinguiſhing, as far as poſſible, the produce on every ſeparate article, 
the duties on which have amounted to 10001. or more, in the four 
quarters ending the 5th of January 1800; and alſo, 

LAn account of the total net produce paid into the Exchequer 
under the head of Incidents ; diſtinguiſhing, as far as poſſible, in 


[Commons 


each branch, the produce on every ſeparate article, the duties on 
which ſhall have amounted to 1 000l. or more, in the four quar. 


ters ended the 5th of January 1800.” 
And the titles of the ſaid accounts were read. | 
Ordered, That the ſaid accounts do lie upon the table, to be 

peruſed by the Members of the Houle. 

A petition was preſented from the woollen manufacturers in the 

county of Glouceſter, ſtating, that that article of the propoſed Legiſ- 


* 


lative Union with Ireland, which admits the free exportation of 


wool from England to that country, would be highly detrimental to 


their intereſts, and praying that it might not paſs into a law.— 


Referred to the Committee of the whole Houſe on His Majeſty's 
meſſage. | 

Mr. Ros preſented to the Houſe, purſuant to their orders, 

« A return to an order of the Honourable Houſe of Commons, 
dated the 22d of January 1800, for An account fhewing how 
the public monies remaining in the receipt of the Exchequer on the 
5th of January 1799, together with the monies paid into the ſame 
during the year ending the 5th of January 1 $800, and the monies 
paid out of 'the net produce of the revenues of the ſaid year in anti- 


cipation af the Exchequer receipt, together with the amount of the 


Exchequer, Navy, and Tranſport Bills iſſued and not redeemed 
| n 
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during the ſaid year, have been actually applied; diſtinguiſhing 
the total amount of the ſums applied to the following heads of 
ſervice : — Iſt, The intereſt of the public-funded debt, together 
with the charges of management, the ſums applicable to its reduc- 
tion, the uſual grant for the ſame purpoſe, and intereſt for the debt 
ppon Imperial loans ;—2dly, The intereſt on exchequer bills; — 
zdly, The civil liſt ;—qthly, The other charges on the conſoli- 
dated fund, ſpecifying the amount of thoſe incurred for courts of 
juſtice, mint, penſions, falaries and allowances, and bounties ; — 
5thly, The civil gqvernment of Scotland; — 6thly, The other pay- 
ments in anticipation of the Exchequer receipt, ſpecifying the 
amount of thoſe incurred for penſions, bountics, and militia and 
deſerters warrants ; —7thly, The Navy, ſpecifying the amount of 
monies reſpectively paid for ſalaries to the Admiralty, Navy, and 
Navy Pay-offices, for wages, bounty, flag pay, half-pay, and pen- 
ſions, for dock- yards, building of ſhips, ſtores, pilotages, and con- 
tingencies, for the marines, for the victualling, for the fick and 
wounded, for tranſports, and for priſoners, of war in health; 
$thly, The Ordnance, ſpecifying the amount of monies paid for 
ſervices at home and abroad reſpeQively ;—gthly, The Army, ſpe- 
cifying the amount of monies paid on account of the ordinary 
ſervices, videlicet, for regulars, fencibles, militia, invalids, and 
volunteer corps, for barracks, for ſtaff officers and officers of garri- 
ſons, for half-pay, for widows' penſions, for Chelſea hoſpital, for 
foreign corps, for exchequer fees, and for pay of public offices; 
ſpecifying alſo the amount of monies paid to the extraordinary ſer- 
vices of the Army, and the principal articles thereof ;—1 othly, 
Loans, remittances, and advances to other countries, ſpecifying the 
total amount paid to them reſpeQively ;—1 ithly, Miſcellancous 
ſervices, ſpecifying the amount of the monies paid for ſervices at 
home and abroad reſpectively z—and, laſtly, ſpecifying the amount 
of any public monies! applied to other - public lerviees, if any, not 
herein before enumerated ; 'inclofing, 

Appendix (B.) An account of intereſt paid on exchequer 
bills, from the 5th of January 1799 to the 5th of January 1800: 

Appendix (C.) An account of the charges upon the conſoli- 
dated fund in the year 1799, excluſive of the intereſt of the public 
debt, and of the payments upon exchequer bills ; diſtinguiſhing the 
lame under the ſeveral heads of Civil Liſt, e of Juſtice, &c. 
Mint, other. ſalaries and allowances and bounties : 

Appendix (D.) A liſt of all ſuch ſum and ſums of money. as. 
are incurred 'and become due upon His Majeſty's eſtabliſhment for 
civil affairs within Scotland, bearing date the 19th day of June 
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1761, for one year from the 5th day of January 1799 n 
to the 5th day of January 1800 ineluſive: 

„Appendix (E. 1.) An account of the payments made in an- 
ticipation of the Exchequer receipts, out of the Poſt- office revenue: 

Appendix (E. 2.) An account ſhewing how the public monies 
remaining in the receipt of the Exchequer on the 5th day of Jany. 
ary 1799, together with the monies paid into the ſame during the 
year ending the 5th of January 1800, and the monies paid out of 
the net produce of the revenues of the ſaid year, in anticipation of 
the Exchequer receipt, have been actually applied, fo far ay the 
ſame regards the receipt of exciſe in England, and can be aſcertained 
at the Exciſe- office: 

« Appendix (E. 3.) An account of penſions which have been 
paid out of the revenue of four and half per cent. in anticipation 
of the Exchequer receipt in the year ending the 5th of January 
1800: 

Appendix (E. 4.) A return relative to payments in anticipa- 
tion of the "Ba receipt incurred for militia and deſerters war- 
rants, during the year ending the 5th of January 1800: 

„ Appendix (F. 1.) An account ſhewing the amount of the 
monies received from His Majeſty's Exchequer for Naval ſervices, 
between the 5th of January 1799 and the 5th of January 1800; 
diſtinguiſhing the ſervices to which the ſame have been applied : 

„Appendix (F. 2.) An account ſhewing the amount of monies 
received from the Exchequer between the 5th of January 1799 and 


the 5th of January 1800; 'diſtinguiſhing the ſervices to which the 


ſame have been applied: 

« Appendix (F. 3.) An account ſpecifying the amount of 
monies paid for the — of the Office for fick and wounded ſea- 
men between the 5th, of January 1799 and the a of * 
1800: 

« Appendix (F. 4.) An account of the amount of the monies 
received from · His Majeſty's Exchequer, for the ſervice of tranſports 
and priſoners of war, between the 6th of January 1 799 and 5th of 
January 1800: 

Appendix (G.) An account of monies paid by the Office of 
8 in the ycar 799, for ſervices at home and abroad re- 


ſpectively: 


* Appendix (H.) An account of monies paid for the ſervice of 
the Army, from the 25th of December 1798 to the 24th of De- 
ccmber 1799, both incluſive : 

Appendix (I.) An account of loans and remittances to Ruſſia 
and Ireland for ih year 1799: 
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40 Appendix (K.) An account ſhewing how the public monies 
remaining in the receipt of the Exchequer on the 5th day of Ja- 
nuary 1799, together with the monies paid into the ſame during the 
year ended the 5th of January 1800, have been actually applied, as 
far as relates to miſcellaneous ſervices, ſpecifying the amount of 
the monies paid for ſervices at home and abroad reſpeQively ;” 
and alſo, ' 

« A return to an order of the Honourable Houſe of Commons, 
dated the 22d of J:nuary 1800, for An account of the un- 
funded debt and demands outſtanding on the 5th of January 
1800, under the heads of Exchequer, Treaſury, Army, Barracks, 
Ordnance, Navy, Civil-Liſt Advances, and any other heads of 
public ſervice, ſpecifying the ſame ; diſtinguiſhing, under each head 
reſpeRively, the particulars of which fuch debts or demands con- 
ſiſted; and alſo what part of the faid debts or demands was then 
provided for, and in what manner, and what part thereof was then 
unprovided for; ann 

« Appendix A. An account of the 8 debt in Exchequer 
bills outſtanding on the 5th of January 1800: 

« Appendix (B. 1.) An account of the unfunded debt and de- 
mands outſtanding on the 5th of January 1800, under the heads 
of Exchequer, Army, Barracks, Ordnance, Navy, Civil-Liſt Ad- 
vances, and any other head of public ſervice, ſpecifying the fame ; 
diſtinguiſhing, under each head reſpectively, the particulars of which 
ſuch debts or demands confiſted, and alſo what part of the ſaid 


debts or demands was then provided for, and in what manner, and 


what part thereof was then unprovided for: 

« Appendix (B. 2.) An account of warrants for army ſervices 
due and unpaid on the 5th of January 1800, and of treaſury bills 
accepted previous to, and on, the 5th of January 1800, due ſubſe- 
quent to that day : 

Appendix (C.) An account of demands for army ee out- 
ſtanding on the 25th of December ; — the particulars 
of which the ſame confiſted: 

Appendix (D.) A ſtatement of the demands outſtanding for 
barracks, on the 5th of January 1800: 

Appendix (E.) Ar account of demands on the ordnance out- 
ſtanding on the 5th of January 1800 ; diſtinguiſhing the particulars 
of which ſuch demands confiſt ; and alſo, what part of the ſaid de- 
mands was then provided for, and in what manner, and what 'part 
thereof was then unprovided for : 

« Appendix (F.) An account of the amount of the anda 


debt of His Majeſty's navy, and of all demands outſtanding on 
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criminal laws: the vagrant act, as it ſtood at preſent, went as far 
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— _[Commoxg, 
the 31ſt of December 1799 ; diſtinguiſhing the particulars of 


- which the ſame conſiſt, and alſo what part of the faid debt was pro- 


vided for: 

« Appendix (G.) An account of monies advanced for public 
ſervices from the civil lift (not being part of the ordinary expendi. 
ture of the civil liſt), and which had not been replaced by Parlia. 
ment on the 5th of January 1800, ſpecifying the general heads of 
ſervice for which any of the ſaid monies were advanced, and the 
total amount of the advance on each head reſpectively.“ 

And the titles of the ſaid accounts were read. 

Ordered, That the ſaid accounts do lie upon 1 the table, to be per- 
uſed by the Members of the Houſe; and that ſuch a number of 
copies of the ſaid accounts be printed as ſhall be ſufficient for the 
uſe of the Members. 

Mr. JODDRELL moved the order of the day for the ſecond 
reading of the bill to extend the proviſions of the act of the I 7th 
of his late Majeſty, relating to rogues and vagabonds. He ſtated, 
that the principal object of the bill was to include, under the de- 
ſcription of rogues and vagabonds, thoſe perſons who were generally 
known by the denomination of poachers ; men who went out in the 
night for the purpoſe of deſtroying game, and, when not ſo engaged, 
reſorted to the ſtill more dangerous offences of robbery and pillage. 
It was a fact well known to the Magiſtrates who attended the dif- 
ferent quarter ſeſſions throughout the country, that the practice of 
poaching was the very principle and baſis of larcenies, thefts, and 
burglaries. It was therefore his with, that all perſons found wan- 
dering abroad in the night-time armed with weapons to deſtroy 


game ſhould be brought within the ſcope of the vagrant laws, and 


that the ſame laws ſhould apply to perſons who aſſembled in num- 
bers during the night. If the Houſe would allow the bill to be now 


read a ſecond time, ſuch alterations as had been ſuggeſted to him, 


and ſuch objections as might be made by gentlemen to any part 


of it, would, with more propricty, be conſidered upon bringing vp 
the report. 


Sir WILLIAM "YOUNG bid, he ſhould not. oppoſe the 


ſecond reading of the bill; but he was adverſe to the meaſure, be- 


cauſe he conceived its object was the extenſion of the criminal 
laws. He, however, defired to have it underſtood, that by agreeing 
to the ſecond reading of the bill, he did not preclude himſelf from 
oppoſing it altogether, when it ſhould come before the Houſe 1 in a 
future ſtage. 


Mr. BUXTON eddie; that it was no extenfion of the 
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as this bill; it applied to any perſon lodging in the open air. This 
bill provided, that ĩt ſhould alſo extend to perſons wandering about 
fields in the night-time, for unlawful purpoſes. What could be a 
greater terror to people in the country than a number of perſons 
aſſembling in the night time, armed with bludgeons and offenſive 
weapons? Surely it was proper that they ſhould be under the 
ſame reſtraint as thoſe who lodged in the open air. He truſted the 
Houſe would not run away with a notion that this was an extenſion 
of the criminal laws. 

Sir WILLIAM YOUNG faid, he wiſhed to ſee the proviſions 
of the bill as amended in the Committee, before he would agree to 
ſupport it. 

The bill was then read a ſecond time, and committed for next 
Monday. | 

Mr. WiLLiam DunDas brought up the report of the bill 
for granting bounties on the importation of oats. The report was 
apreed to, and the bill ordered | to be engroſſed and read a third 
time to-morrow. 

New writs were ordered for a Commiſſioner for Haddington in 
North Britain, in the room of Sir Hugh Dalrymple; and for 
a Burgeſs for Kirkcudbright, in the room of Colonel Alexander 
Hope. 

The Lord Apvocarter W in a bill to render more ef- 
fectual, and to perpetuate an act paſſed in the 36th year of his 
preſent Majeſty, for the more eaſy recovery of ſmall debts in Scot- 
land, Read a firſt time, and ordered to be read a ſecond time to- 
morrow. | 

Mr. Bxacce brought up the report of the Committee on the 
Exchequer Bills bill.—'The report was agreed to, and the bill or- 
dered to be read a third time to-morrow. 

On the motion of Mr. Chancellor Prrr, the Houſe went into a 
Committee to take into further conſideration His Majeſty's moſt gra- 
cious meſſage reſpeQing the Union between Great Britain and Ire- 
land, Mr. S. Douglas in the chair. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, he ſhould propoſe that the con- 
ſideration of the, fourth reſolution (which related to the ſtate of the 
repreſentation) be poſtponed to Tueſday next. He alſo wiſhed to 
poſtpone the conſideration of the fifth article, which referred to the 
Church Eſtabliſhment. Some difficulties had been ſtarted with re- 
gard to the plan of collecting the Clergy of the different Provinces 
into one Convocation. He ſhould therefore paſs over that article 
for the preſent. He propoſed alſo to poſtpone the next article, 
which included. the woollen manufactures, that an opportunity 
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might be offered to the perſons intereſted in that trade to make 
known their objeQions. He would therefore now proceed to move 
the ſeventh article, which related to taxes and contributions. As, 
however, he had faid ſo much yeſterday on the general view of the 
ſubject, he did not think it neceflary to ſay any thing farther at pre. 
ſent, but would content himſelf with moving in the Committee the 
adoption of the ſeventh reſolution. 

Dr. LAURENCE ſaid, that the confideration of this article 


[Commoxs, 


appeared to him a matter of great conſequence, leſt the contribution 


ſhould afterwards appear to operate in an unequal proportion, 
Whatever was done, ſhould be upon a principle of the greateſt 
liberality ; but it did not ſeem to him that the relative ſituation of 
the two countries was a fair criteriin by which to judge of the 
ability of either to pay taxes. The exports and imports of the re- 
ſpeQive countries only ſhewed ſomewhat of their relative proſperity, 
and rather ſerved to point out their mercantile than-their landed 
wealth. Nor was the conſumption of the various articles ſpecified 
in this reſolution, any certain ſtandard by which to judge of the 
amount of contribution which ſhould be raifed. If the income tax 
in this country ſhould be continued, and the ſinking fund ſhould 
operate conſiderably to the reduction of the national debt, taxes to 
a certain amount would be taken off, while Ireland muſt be adding 
new taxes according to the agreement. The criterion laid down, 
therefore, afforded no evidence of. the relative ability of the two 
countries with reſpeR to bearing burthens and paying contributions. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that although it was perfeQly im- 
poſſible to diſcover any preciſe criterion of the wealth of the two 
countries, yet it was defirable to adopt the moſt reaſonable rule 
of judgment, in order to guard againſt an inequality or ſuſpicion of 
partiality in the contributions impoſed. He confeſſed he was led 
to think that no better criteria could be propoſed, than thoſe which 
were ſtated in this reſolution ; and he would aſk, whether, for want 
of finding out ſome better criterion, they ſhould defer the moment 
of Union ? By leaving that event undecided, the diſparity between 
the two countrics would be greater, and the period would be de- 
ferred when it could be formed with any advantage. Looking at 
exports and imports as a critericn of external wealth, and to con- 
ſumprion of the leading and neceffary articles of life as a criterion 
of internal wealth and population, they took the beſt practicable 
method, as it appeared to him, of aſcertaining the real ability of the 
reſpective countries to bear their ſhare of burthens and contributions. 
The learned gentleman had argued the diſparity between the two 


countries, inaſmuch as this country, in addition to the cuſtoms and 
/ | | ; 
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exciſcable articles, had alſo to pay the tax upon income; but. the tax 
income in this country had not tended to diminiſh the con- 
ſumption of exciſeable articles. The propoſed rate of contribution 
did not ariſe ſimply from the produce of the duties upon conſumed 
articles; but the value of thoſe great and leading articles would, at 
the ſame time, ſerve to ſhew the value of what was conſumed, and 
what Ireland could afford to ſpend in the conſumption of ſuch arti- 
des of life. From the joint conſideration of the population and 
wealth of the country, the beſt ſtandard could be formed how much 
the maſs of the. people could afford to ſpend. 
Dr. LAURENCE explained, by ſaying, that if he could afford 
to pay a certain ſum, and another could afford to pay a certain ſum, 
and he could alſo afford to pay 10 per cent. of what remained, 
nothing could be more clear than that he muſt be the richer man 
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of the two. If the two countries were to be equaliſed by Ireland 


being made poorer and England richer, it was a proof that the pre- 
ſent eriterion was not accurate. 

Mr. HOBHOUSE ſaid, that he did not riſe for the purpoſe of 
inquiring whether the amount of exports and imports, and the con- 
ſumption of exeiſeable articles, were proper criteria of the taxable 
ability of a nation, but to ſhew that the ratio, afforded by comparing 
the produce of them in Great Britain and Ireland, namely, ſeven 
and a half to one, was not confirmed, as the Iriſh Secretary had 
aſſerted, by the public expenditure of the two countries. The noble 
Secretary had ſtated, that the peace eſtabliſhment of Great Britain 
was to that of Ireland as five and three quarters to one, and their 
war expences as nine to one ; and then eſtimating the proportion of 
the years of peace to thoſe of war during the preſent century, took 
ſeven and a half to one as the mean number. But, according to his 
Lordſhip's own figures, the medium was as fix and three quarters to 
one, and not as ſeven and a half to one. His Lordſhip had ſaid, that, 
during the preſent century, we had fix years of peace to one of war. 
Mr. Hobhouſe was here interrupted by Mr. Pirr, who obſerved 


that there muſt be an error in the printing of Lord Caſtlereagh's - 


ſpeech, as it ought to have been three to two.] Mr. Hobhouſe 
faid, that, aſſuming the years of peace to thoſe of war to be as 
three to two, ſeven and a half to one might perhaps be the mean 
number: but it was not a fact that we had three years of peace 10 
two of war; for the numbers between the two during the preſent 
century were nearly equal. The war between England and France, 
which was concluded at Utrecht in 1713, was declared in 1702— 
this made eleven years. After long belligerent preparations a 


war took place — Spain in 1718, which was ſiniſicd in 1719; 
Vol. XI. 1 ä | 
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— this made twelve years. Another war againſt that nation. broke 
out in 1739, and was terminated in 1748 —this made twenty-one 
years. Then came the war againſt France in 17 54-5, which was 
concluded at Paris in 1763—this made twenty-nine years. The 
American war laſted eight years—this made thirty-feven years, 
The preſent war had exiſted ſeven years—this made forty-four 
years. If to dis number were added the year of winding up the 
accounts at the cloſe of every war, and the years in which heavy 
expenees had been incurred in preparing for wars which never had been 
undertaken, ſuch as in the diſpute concerning Noctka Sound, Ocza- 
kow, &c. he believed he ſhould be found not to have given an ex- 
agzerated eſtimate. That ſuch years ought to be reckoned when 
the queſtion was viewed in a financial light, no gentleman would, 
he was ſure, entertain the leaſt doubt. If, therefore, the Iriſh 
Secretary, in forming a computation, had, as appeared to be the caſe, 
alſumed a poſition which was not founded in fad, his calculations 
muſt of courſe fall to the ground. \ 
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% 


Dr. LAURENCE objected, on the ground of its being a 
novel circumſtance in the hiſtory of all countries, of perſons voting 
away the money of thoſe with whom thev had a common intereſt, 
He thought it hard and unjuſt to the people of Great Britain, that 
one hundred perſons ſhould be brought to vote, with whom the 
people of Great Britain held no connection that could influence ſuch 
perſons; and vice dera, with reſpect to 558 Britiſh Members being 
empowered to vote on ſubjects which ſimply related to the people of 
Ireland. If it had been found difficult to guard with jealous regu- 
lations the people of this country from petitioning againſt taxes pro- 
poſed to be impoſed, left they ſhould thereby influence the unbiaſſed 
ſentiments of their repreſentatives, the repeal of taxes already laid on 
would be found much more difficult, if a number of local Members, 
whoſe conſtituents were not affected, were to unite in oppoſing ſuch re- 
peal, and ſtill more if one hundred Members from another country, 
exempred in a great degree from the operation of the tax, were to 
join in ſuch oppoſition. Dr. Laurence faid, that his opinion, on 
the whole view of the ſubject, was, that the preſent was not the 
time for Union. It was an attempt to force ſomething under the 
name of Union ; but he feared, from the exiſting circumſtances of 
the two countries, that there was more danger of this attempt's pro- 
moting ſeparation, than of ſeparation from the ſuppolicion of the 
two kingdoms continuing in the preſent ſtate ; he meant, therefore, 
to propoſe, upon the Report being received, an amendment to this 
effect, that the proportion of contribution of fiftezn parts for Great 
Britain ſhould be raiſed by taxes excluſively impoſed by Britiſh 
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Members of Parliament; and the two remaining parts of contri - 
bution for Ireland to be in like manner impoſed by the Iriſh Mem- 
bers who ſhall fit in the Imperial Parliament. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, the honourable and learned gentle- 
man profeſſed to ſee conſiderable inconvenience in the reſolutions 
as they now ſtood, and at the ſame time he withed to ſubſtitute ano- 
ther which would increaſe the evil beyond all calculation. The 
honourable gentleman thought it better to defer the Union till each 
country could be taxed indiſeriminately, while he thought that by 
the preſent reſolutions the taxes would fall proportianably heavier on 
the ſmaller than on the larger country ; but the former was no good 
argument againſt delaying the Union ; and with regard to the lat- 
ter, his idea of leaving two ſeparate ſyſtems of finance to be regu- 
lated by diſtin Members in one Parliament, as if there were two 
Parliaments, would only ſerve to increaſe the inequality complained 
of, He propoſed to admit the Union of Parliaments on all other 
points excepting thoſe of taxation, .as if this latter exception would 
promote a - more entire Union than if the united Members were 
watehfully and conjointly to guard againſt individual taxes exceeding 
the abilities of the reſpective countries. But in an Union between 
two countries, what greater ſecurity could there be for the intereſts 
of the weaker than to guard againſt the preponderating part of Par- 
liament impoſing too much of the general burden upon the weaker 
country? The argument of the learned gentleman upon this ſub- 
ject of taxation, would apply as well by way of objeQion to the 
Members for Devonſhire or Yorkſhire voting taxes to be laid on 
the inhabitants of Kent or Eſſex. But it was, the known practice 
of Parliament, compoſed as it was of the repreſentatives of Great 
Britain, that with the means of having the intereſts of every part 
of the kingdom fairly ſtated to. them, the local intereſts of one part 
of the country were allowed to have their due weight as compared 
with the general intereſt of the whole. Now, if it be found in fact 
that the mere ſtatement of local intereſt leads to an impartial deter- 
mination on the whole, why may it not be ſuppoſed, that even with 
the introduction of one hundred Iriſh Members, and with the ſame 
principle exiſting in Parliament, the ſame general ſecurity would 
ſtill be afforded as had been hitherto granted? The reſolution | 
itſelf miljtates againſt the ſuppoſition that England would ever be 
taxed leſs, or that more than its due ſhare of contribution would be 
laid upon Ireland. Surely it could.not admit of a ſuppoſition, that 
a part of the Members of Great Britain would cnter into a combi- 
nation with the Iriſh Members, to lay on taxes on the people of 
Great Britain more than they could bear ; 'the ſuppoſition could not 
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be allowed, that Members would thus wantonly oppreſs their own 
conſtituents. The remedy propoſed by the learned gentleman would 
prove a great exaggeration. of the evil of which he complains, and 
would be totally doing away every idea of an Union, 

Sir WILLIAM YOUNG ſaid, that when he conſidered the 
critical manner in which the learned gentleman (Dr. Laurence) 
had taken this queſtion, he was ſurpriſed he had afferted that the 
proviſions of this propoſition tended to eſtabliſh a monſter in poli- 
ties equally inconſiſtent with the principles and the practice of the 
Britiſh Conſtitution and of the Britiſh Parliament. He was ſurpriſed 


[CoMmons, 


he had aſſerted that there was no precedent in the hiſtory of Parlia- 


ment, or of aſſemblies of a ſimilar nature, for a part of that aſſem- 
bly conſenting to the impoſition of taxes on people with whom they 
had no connection, and whom they did not repreſent: Now the 
learned gentleman, if he had directed his attention to late ras of 
the hiſtory of the Britiſh Parliament, to its proccedings fince the 
Union with Scotland, would have found, that precedents were not 


at all wanting for a procecding which he had dignified with the 


name of a monſter in politics. In the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, 
taxes were impoſed upon England and Wales by Parliament, in 
which were the 45 Members from Scotland, that could not, from 
the articles of Union, at all reach or affect that kingdom. In Scot- 
land, they have not, nor can have any poor's rates, nor were they 
ſubjected to the payment of any money for raiſing the Supplemen- 
tary Militia; yet the 45 Members from Scotland voted in the Par- 
liament which Impoſed the additional burdens on the poor rates, 
and which voted the ſupplies for raiſing the Supplementary Militia 
in England and Wales. Many other inſtances might be adduced, 
from the proceedings of Parliament, of taxes having been impoſed 
on particular diſtris, without extending to the whole of Great 
Britain; but he thought this ſufficient to prove, that the effect of 
the W propoſition would not he anomalous, or without prece- 


dent; that little apprehenſion need be entertained of fraudulent or 


unjuſt proceedings on thy part of this country towards Ireland, or 
of the Members from Ireland effecting any thing fimilar towards 
this country. He would not now enter into an examination of the 
general principle of the meafure, as he would have an opportunity 
on Thurſday, when the 4th propoſition came before the Houſe, of 
expreſſing his ſentiments at large. He had only at preſent thought 
it right to correct the learned gentleman's ſtatement nn the 
want of precedent for the effects of this propoſition. 

Dr. LAURENCE again roſe and ſaid, that the anſwer of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer was almoſt as wide of his objection as 
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the precedents of the honourable Baronet were of the ſubject in 


queſtion. The right honourable mover of theſe propoſitions in the 
Iriſh Houſe of Commons, expreſsly lamented that there was no pre- 
cedent for this part of the propoſitions, becauſe in the caſe of the 
Union with Scotland there was a complete identity of revenue; and 
he added, that as this was not the caſe as to Great Britain and Tre- 
land, he was forced to make the beſt of this diſadv antage, and to 
propoſe a ſyſtem which in his opinion went neareſt to remove it. 
Dr. Laurence then recapitulated his former objections, and ſtated, 

that according to the proviſions of the preſent propoſition there muſt 
be two diſtin and ſeparate budgets, one for each kingdom, voted 
by the ſame Parliament, on each of which a number of the Mem- 
bers of that Parliament would vote who had no connection with 
the people on whom the taxes of theſe budgets would be impoſed. 

For inſtance, he thought that the plan of raiſing part of the ſupplies 
during the year, as was done in this country by the Income Tax, 
was the wiſeft and the beſt that could be adopted, and had contri- 


' buted much to the proſperity of the kingdom. But Lord Caſtle- 


reagh, the moſt prominent agent of Government in Ireland, whoſe 
opinion in conſequence may be conſidered as the opinion of Go- 
vernment, has ſtated, that Ireland could not bear or raiſe ſuch a tax. 
The effect then juſt be, that when we are raiſing our ſupplies 
within the year, and thus are freed from the neceſſity of paying new 
taxes, Ireland muſt be continually ſubjected to new taxes; which, 
beſides being impoſed by an aſſembly a great majority of which 
have no connection with that kingdom, muſt always be increaſing 


its proportionate rate of taxation to that of this country, Upon 


the whole, he concluded, that nothing like a real and ſolid Union 
could reſult from the preſent propoſitions. 

Sir WiLLIaM YouNG and Dr. LAUuRENCE mutually ex- 
plained, 

The SOLICITOR GENERAL (Sir W. Grant) ſaid, he had 
underſtood the argument of his learned friend at firſt to imply, that 
the United Parliament, the vaſt majority of which will be com- 
poſed of Britiſh repreſentatives, having no connection with nor in- 
tereſt in the people of Ireland, may frequently be induced to impoſe 
taxes on the people of Ireland, which may be laid on improper arti- 
cles, in order to give the Engliſh market a ſuperiority. ini the pur- 
chaſe or ſale of theſe articles. This interpretation of his argument 
he did not admit. But upon no other ſuppoſition is it poſſible that 
any fraud or injuſtice, which the learned gentleman ſeems moſt to 
apprehend, can exiſt. By the propoſitions it is agreed, that for every 
two pounds paid by the people of Ireland, fifteen are to be paid by 
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this country. The conſequence muſt be, that if there is no fraud 
in the ſelection of the articles on which the taxes impoſed on Ire. 
land are to be paid, they have a complete ſecurity that they ſhall 
never pay more than their relative quota of the public expenditure, 
There is every ſecurity granted to Ireland that we muſt pay in the 
propertion to them of ſeven and a half to one. Improper taxes 
may be impoſed” upon them; at leaſt it is poſſible, though it is 
not probable, nor is it ſeemingly apprehended by the learned pen. 
tleman ; but they are always affured, that a ratio will be maintained 
betwecn our contributions and theirs, a ratio which may be inferred 
to be equitable, becauſe it has never been cenſured. Beſides, this 
partial impotiticn of taxes is perfectly confiſtent with the practice 
of Parliament. How often does it happen, that taxes are impoſed 
which primarily only affe& particular diſtricts, and particular 
manufactures, which are often confined to particular diſtricts, and 
which do not reach many other parts uf the kingdem ? Thus when 
Ireland is incorporated by a Legiſlative Union with Great Britain, 
ſhe will be in no other ſituation than Scotland, than Yorkſhire, or 
Lancaſhire, or many other parts of the kingdom have often been 
placed in. In fuch cafe it might be ſaid, that only the Members of 
Parliament for that diſtri had any right to vote in the impoſition 
of theſe taxes. But though the whole Members for England and 
Wales and Scotland had voted upon it, complaints had ſeldom or 
ever been made of partiality or injuſtice. He thought that the 


45 Scotch Members voting on the impoſition of taxes, which could 
not at all affect their conſtituents, was exactly the ſame with a hun- 
dred Iriſh Members acting in a fimilar manner; and that the Mem- 
bers for England and Wales voting on the impoſition of taxes on 
Scotland, was preciſely the ſame with their voting the impoſition of 
taxes on Ireland. Tf then this had been the practice of Parliament 
ſince the Union with Scotland, and if it had not been productive of 
any evil conſequence to either country, the ſame ſccurity was offered 
to the people of Ireland and of Great Britain in the preſent pro- 
poſed Union between theſe countries, the ſecurity of the integrity 
and juſtice of Parliaments, and of their ſuperior regard to the gene- 
ral intereſts of their country, to what they may feel from individual 
or local connection and ſituation. No other ſecurity ever can be 
obtained by the people of Ireland, except by laying aſide the idea 
of Union altogether. If we adopt the propoſition of the learned 
gentleman, that the Britiſh Members ſhall impoſe the taxes on the 
inhabitants of Great Britain, and the Iriſh Members the taxcs on 
the inhabitants of Ireland, what is to become of the Iriſh Mem- 


* 


Moxz. 


) fraud 
n Ire. 
y ſhall 
Jiture, 
in the 
taxes 
1 it is 
1 gen- 
tained 
ferred 
„ this 
actice 
Npoſed 
icular 
„ and 
when 
itain, 
re, or 
been 
ers of 
ſition 
and 
m or 
it the 
1 that 
ould 
hun- 
lem- 
'S on 
on of 
ment 
ve of 
Tered 
pro- 
grity 
ene- 
dual 
n be 
idea 
rned 
the 
s on 
em- 


DEBATES. 319 


bers on the day on which the Britiſh budget is to be opened, or of 
the Britiſh Members when the Iriſh budget is opened? Are the 
doors of the Houſe of Commons to be ſhut againſt its own allowed 
Members? Is there to be alſo an Iriſh Speaker? —for what right 
can the Speaker of the Britiſh Houſe of Commons have to preſide 
and keep order among the Iriſh Members, excluſively aſſembled, 
when no Britiſh Member of the Houſe can be admitted? The 
idea is repugnant to every ſentiment connected with Legiſlative 
Union. | Wet: 
Dr. LAURENCE again explained. | 
Mr. BANKS faid, that he had no particular objection to this 
reſolution, farther than as it formed a part of that great general ſyſ- 
tem, to which, after the moſt mature deliberation, he at laſt found 
himſelf called upon to expreſs his diſapprobation. He had been 
prevented, by the turn which the debate took laſt night, from ex- 
preſſing his ſentiments reſpecting it; and as a more fit opportunity 
would occur in a future ſtage of the buſineſs for entering into this 
detail, he meant at preſent merely to ſtate in general his objections 
to the meaſure. He thought that it tended to nothing like Union; 
that it went to treat Ireland merely as a foreign country, with which 
we wiſh to eſtabliſh a friendly commercial intercourſe ; that it was 
a direct violation of the principle, the eſtabliſhment of which was 
given cut to be its object, the conſolidation of the ſtrength and re- 
ſources of the empire ; that it was merely an attempt to cure or 
apply ſome palliation to evils and dangers the exiſtence of which 
cannot be doubted. © But will this cure be effectual, or will it only 
ſtifle them for a moment, while it does not provide for their again 
burſting forth with renewed fury?“ As to the preſent article, he 
thought it fair for both, countries; and as it- went to eſtabliſh a 
conſtant revenue, it met with his high approbation. But at the 
ſame time he thought that the criterion which had been adopted for 
judging of the ability of Ireland to pay its part of the burdens of- 
the country was not ſo fair as if, inſtead of taking the value of the 
commodities conſumed in that country, the quantity had been taken; 
becauſe the duties upon many articles of conſumption, ſuch as teas, 
ſugars, and eſpecially wines, are much ſmaller in Ireland than in 
this country ; and therefore the price they pay for them ought, in 
Juſtice to this country, not ſo much to be conſidered as the quantity 
they conſume. The propoſed articles reſtricting trade he conſi- 
dered to be as fair as any that could be found out. But all this 
could not juſtify him in approving the meaſure. * The propoſed 
Union may be as cloſe and intimate as preſent circumſtances will 
allow. But it is no real Union; it will lead into miſtaken ideas 
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as to the relative ſituation of the two countries; and while it covers 
the danger from obſervation, it will leave it to ferment and increaſe 
till it becomes unavoidable. and infurmountable. Theſe 
from whatever cauſe they originate, can be beſt attended to, pre. 
vented, and remedied by a local Parliament, which may direct its 


attention more fully and effectually to their cauſes and the means 


of prevention. The preſent propofitions 795 be palliatives; they 
cannot be cures.” 

Lord HAWKESBURY ſaid, that he fele himſelf called upon 
by ſome obſervations which felt from his honourable friend (Mr. 
Banks); and among others he had to regret that the commerce and 
revenue of Ireland could not be now ſo united with the commerce 
and revenue of Great Britain as to make one and the ſame object; 
but they proceeded on that principle, and in time would be ſo united 
as to be identified. It was admitted on all ſides, that to unite the 
two at once would affed and bear hard on particular intereſts, which 
would be materially injured by fo ſudden a change; and for that 


reaſon it was beſt to proceed gradually in the buſineſs, keeping off 


and at a diſtance any of thoſe violent convulſions, to which ſo imme- 
diate a change might expoſe thoſe intereſts which in time would 
blend and incorporate together. Looking to the Scotch Union, it 
would be found that the ſame and till greater objections aroſe. It 
was then conſidered a matter of extreme difficulty to unite the com- 
merce and revenue of Scotland with England ; it was ſtated then as 
a much greater difficulty to reconcile to that Union their religion 
and laws. On this great ſtreſs was laid, and it was mentioned as 
one of thoſe inſurmountable difficulties which could not be got 
over; and were he himſelf viewing the queſtion in fuch a ſtate, 
and reaſoning on it @ priori, the objections would be ſo plauſible 
that he muſt be led to a concluſion on the utter impraQiicability of 
uniting with a kingdom different in its religion and its Jaws. That 
Union, however, notwithſtanding thoſe plauſible objeQions, had 
been effected, and had now ſtood a century, in oppoſition to all 
theoretical conjeQures that were formed on that buſineſs. Great 
as thoſe difficulties appeared, and objectionable in point of Union, 
yet theſe difficulties formed diſtin& articles in the Union. He 
would aſk then, what principle in the Union propoſed with Ireland 
was ſo repugnant as not to be made to operate for the benefit of each 
country? This Union, which was to embrace the intereſts of the 
two countries, could not be made complete at once, from many con- 
ſiderations; it muſt be matured. The period of twenty years was 
fixed for its completion; for if all reſtrictions were made at once, the 
intereſts might ſo claſh as to convulſe the whole, “ The principle 
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on which it proceeds is this: that the two countries ſhall be one, 
and the period of twenty years is aſſigned for the principle operating 
that effect. This period, in the exiſtence of a nation, is a mere 
nothing, compared with the duration and benefits derived from ſuch 
a compact. His honourable friend was of opinion, that a fairer 
criterion of the wealth of a country, and its conſequent ability, was 
to be taken from the quantity of the articles conſumed, than from 
the value of them : on this he differed, inaſmuch as thoſe articles 
in every country were governed more by their value than by the 
quantity; as the quantity conſumed was not fo fair a criterion, as 
the value paid for the commodity. Another objection of his ho- 
nourable friend aroſe from the diſſentions between Proteſtants and 
Catholics, which he thought would prove inſuperable. The Union 
only could remove thoſe difſentions., The reſolutions, he alſo 
added, would only palliate for a time the evils which would after- 
wards burſt forth with renewed force and malignity. The con- 
verſe of this he (Lord Hawkeſbury) thought was the cafe ; that for 
a time the inconveniencies might be felt, but the advantages would 
in the end preponderate. And in order to effect this reconcilia- 
tion between the Proteſtant and Catholic intereſt, it would be ne- 
ceſſary to remove from the former all fears of the latter, The prin- 
ciple to accompliſh this would be, to pledge England to Ireland for 
her ſecurity, by combining and confolidating her intereſts in com- 
mon; and then would be the time for an United Britiſh Parliament 
to make thoſe conceſſions to Catholic Diſſenters, which an Iriſh 
Parliament could not in prudence and policy grant to them in the 
exiſting ſtate of things. | 
Doctor LAURENCE objected to thoſe criteria which were to 
regulate the opinions of Parliament at the period of reviſion, namely, 
after twenty years. Commercial arrangements would in that time, 
he thought, produce various repulſions between the two countries, 
that might render them ineffeQual. He could wiſh, therefore, 
that ſome better criteria could be diſcovered. The mention of the 
Income Tax for this purpoſe he thought highly impolitie, as it 
might lead the people of Ireland to ſuppoſe its perpetuity was in- 
tended, whereas it was at firſt introduced as a war tax, and ought 
to be continued only as ſuch. In the light of a war tax he muſt 
always approve of it; and when the glory and ſafety of the country 
were at ſtake, it ſhould always be reſorted to. As he wiſhed, how- 
ever, to rely with confidence on the Parliament of Ireland, he 
would now only propoſe, as an amendment, that no ſpecific criteria 


ſhould be pointed out, but at the expiration of twenty years any 
Vor. XI. * | 


APRIL 22.] 


* 


Fe W 


4 L 1 34 p - ns — dy * = 
C T $I» CY * , | 
2 — AF, I bor _ LY LE — 4 - 4 > > 7 {> 
* Fa — — b * 2 - „ 
My = 


<— — wa x 


— 
3-3] 


— 


** 


— 
ys 
** 


e , 
* _ 4 2 _ +. © 6. APP + 2 1 4 8 
* » 5 4 


Wy 8 


* * 7 
1 


— * OY Y 


Fi — 
Ire (os 205 HER. 


i. oh 


— 


carne ———— .* 


w © 2 0 * 4 
rr 
+ * * — v o 


2 # 
7 — 
7 — 4; 9 
2 N 
- — 
þ V=a 
* * * . 7 
| ores 
8 
* 5 FN #42 
* 
* — 
* 


— n 


—» 
—w 


7 


EIS 
ere 
= Es — F 2 
es * 91 


— $ . 4 wer : 2 
— — 


4 FMT 
WI 9 = 
22.08 „ 26 RIEL # News 


. 
4 
5 
A 
- 
= 
* 
4 „ 
. 35 
4 
8 
* 
9 
1 
4 i 
4 
7 
Co * 
12 
* 
* o 
* 4 
nc 
4.33; 
1% 
"F254 
7 
. 
2 5 
* 
1 
a 
SST =». 
- 
4. 
45 
1 
1 
Pa 
8 
70 
(3. $620 


1 


1 . 


» 3 
> r 3 ; . 


«ih. — þ 


K 


— _ — r Py 5 
— Ap . 3 F 4 . vv 4 7 * * „ La. 9 
4 * «." ” 2 R * _— * 0 9 7 by #y \ 12 6 . * . * 

rn 8 has ISS 25 4 ; n * e r — ww x, a rl 7 2 * 1 n F 
— * 1 * | as "> r Ut Let * me 

©". "A. + * 5 — 4. A * 3 wt, 3 n 

28 d * . * q n 3* Ne N „ — N . I 

p : Pe nt = 18 33 N 2 — , — 
2 g ? my 

__ = ” A 2 bg a N Of be Ba 44,4 hs 
1 - ex : —— py e * oy, 


| 9m 


fa. 


146 
© %< 


<> ap. 


. 


— 


3 * 


Sem „ 


> 
b , $ ” Oo os cone — a” * 7 > 4 
we + iz SP Pres, 27-4” . 8 L 
&-- X: ER 3, <6 4 <2 We: 5 —— 12 2 
S SY on — — 
1 2 N Pe" * 
. 
Fg 2 


conſumption, and leſs grievous to the individual. 


—— * " 
— 
r 


— 
N 

He? 
N 1 


es: 8 
r 
n 4a . — 2 : 
* * - 


322 PARLIAMENTARY 


ſtandard ſhould be adopted which might ſeem at that time moſt 
expedient. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, that he concurred in the propriety 
of placing due confidence in the United Parliament, as ſuggeſted by 
the learned gemleman: but he thought that that confidence ſhouly 
be fo guardcd as to entertain a reaſonable jealouſy in the terms of 
the Union. Could the tax upon income be omitted, he did nut 
know what tax there was of fo general a nature that would ſerve 
as a criterion in its place. The learned gentleman had ſome 
doubts on the words, as implying that this tax on income was to be 
perpetual : the words did not imply any ſuch thing ; but ſhould 
that tax then remain in uſe, he did not know of any one that fur. 
niſhed a more general and accurate critcrion for a ſyſtem of finance. 
He did not fee exactly when the time would come that it could be 
repcaled, ncither did he know of any other in its nature ſo juſt and 
equitable as it was. He believed it better than any other tax upon 
He would ſo far 
on that account expreſs his partiality for it, and would uſe his en- 
deavours to render it as efficient and perfect as he. could; and cven 
ſhould he fail in making it as productive as he could wiſh, vet, with 
all its imperfections, he would prefer it to any other ſyſtein of tax- 
ation whatever. It was his intention to ſuggeſt at another time the 
means by which he would endeavour to bring it to perfection; and 
though it ſhould ſtand mortgaged to its full amount, yet, ſo far did 
he like the principle of it, that he felt no heſitation in ſaving, li 
would ſocner add a little to it, and repeal thoſe petty vexatious 
taxes which were ſo burthenſome, than ſuffer it to fall aw av. He 
thought this the wiſcſt ſyſtem of policy, and for thaf reaſon g gentle- 
men might now ſce why he withed to keep up the income tax as 
the criterion, 

"The reſolution was then read, and agreed to. 

The Houſe was reſumed, and the turther conſideration of His 
Majeſty's meſſage, and the other reſolutions lpecting the Union, 
was deferred to Thuriday, 
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HOUSE OF LORDS 
: IWednefday, April 23. 
The various bills before the Houſe were forwarded in therrc- 
ſpeRive ſtages; in the courſe of which the Good Friday bill, in a 
Committee, received ſome flight amendments, on the ſuggeſtion of 
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Mr. ABBOT, attended by ſeveral Members, preſented a com- 
munication from the Houſe of Commons, ſtating in ſubſtance, that 
a Committee of that Houſe were employed in inſpeQing and ſug- 
neſting means for the preſervation of the parliamentary records, &c.; 
that conſiderable aſſiſtance ſhould be derived to the advancement of 
that buſineſs from an inſpection of the records of their Lordſhips' 
Houſe ; and requeſting that their Lordſhips would order the Com- 
mittce to have acceſs to the ſame, &c. | 

The depuration having retired, the meſſage was erhellt taken 
into conſideration; and on the motion of Lord WAL SIxSGHAM, the 
requeſt of the Commons was ordered to be complied with, The 
Members were then called in, and the LORD CHANCELLOR 
formally announced to them the order of the Houſe. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Wedneſday, N 23. 


Mr. W1LBERFORCE reported "Aol the Committce, to whom 
the petition of the Noblemen, and the humble petition of the ſeveral 
other perſons, guardians of the charitable inſtitution commonly 
called the Aſy lum, or houſe of refuge for the reception of orphan 
girls, the ſettlements of whoſe parents cannot be found, was re- 
ferred ; that the Committee had examined the matter of the ſaid 
petition, and had direded him to report the ſame, as it appeared 
to them, to the Houſe ; and he read the report in his place, and 
afterwards delivered it in at the table, where the ſame was read. 

Ordered, That leave be given to bring in a bill for eſtabliſhing 
and well governing the charitable inſtitution commonly called the 
Aſylum, or houſe of refuge for the reception of orphan girls, the 
ſettlements of whoſe parents cannot be found; and for incorpo- 


, rating the ſubſcribers thereto, and for the better empowering and 


enabling them to carry on their charitable and uſcful defigns ; and 
that Mr. Wilberforce, the Lord Hawkeſbury, and Mr. Ny der, do 
prepare and bring in the ſame. 

A petition of the merchants, manufaQurers, and wool- dealers of 
Norwich, was preſented to the Houſe, and read; fetting forth, that 
the petitioners find, by one of the articles of the Union of Great 
Britain with Ireland, that the wool of Great Britain is Propoſed to 
be exported. to Ireland, and. that to permit the exportation of wool 
from this kingdom to Ireland will be injurious to the trade and ma- 
nufaQures of the city and county of Norwich ; ; and that, as the 
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many prbhibitory laws have hitherto proved inefficient to the pur. 


[CoMMoxg, 


poſe of preventing the illicit trade, the petitioners are of opinion 


that the exporting "Britiſh wool to Ireland will materially increaſe 
the evil; and therefore praying, that the exportation of wool to 
Ireland way not, by any law to be paſſed by the Houſe, be per. 
mitted. 

Ordered, Fhat the ſaid petition be referred to the conſideration 
of the Committee of the whole Houſe, to whom it is referred to 
conſider further of His Majeſty's moſt gracious meſſage. 

Sir CHARLES BUNBURY moved, that there ſhould be laid 
before the Houſe an account of the number of perſons impriſoned 
for civil debt in the ſeveral jails within the bills of mortality ; 
which motion was agreed to. 

He then moved, that the amendments made by the Lords to the 
bill for the relief of the poor ſnould be read. 

The SPEAKER ſaid, he felt it his duty to call the attention of 


the Houſe to the amendments made to the bill by the Lords; the 


effect of which was to limit the duration of the bill, which the 
Houſe had paſſed without any ſuch limitation. As this bill then 
was of a financial nature, he was of opinion that the Houſe could 
not, conſiſtently with its privileges, acquieſce in the alteration. But 
if on a review of thoſe amendments the Houſe was inclined to think 
that they ſhould be adopted, the mode would be to reject the bill 
altogether, and then to move for leave to bring in a bill conform- 
ably to their own ideas on ſuch conſideration. 

Sir CHARLES BUNBURY then moved the confideration of 
the bill to be deferred to this day ſix months ; which was agreed 
to, He then moved for leave to bring in a bill, on the ſuggeſtion of 
the SPEAKER, to enlarge the powers of the directors and guardians 
of the poor in the ſeveral diſtricts of * for a time to be 
limited. — Leave granted. 

Lord HAW KESBURY moved the oder of the Pl for the 
third reading of the bill to permit the importation of goods and com- 
modiries from any of the ports of America belonging to any Euro- 
pean ſtate in amity with His Majeſty, in neutral ſhips ; ; which was 
read and paſſed. | 

Mr. WILLIAM DUNDAS moved the third reading of the 
bill for granting a bounty on the importation of oats and oatmeal ; 
which: was read and. paſſed, and ordered to the Lords. 

Mr. '/ABBOT moved that a meſſage ſhould be ſent to the Lords, 
to acquaint their Lordſhips, that the Houſe had appointed a Com- 
mittee to ĩnſpect and report upon the ſtate of the records, public 
documents, papers, &c; of the kingdom, and to deſire that their Lord- 
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ſhips: would communicate ſuch information. to the Houſe as they can 
collect from their clerks, officers, &e. of their office; which was 
agreed to, and Mr. Abbot was ordered to carry to their Lordſhips 
the ſaid meſſage. 

The Lords acquainted the Houſe, that they had nin to the 
bill for granting a duty on penſions, &c. without amendments, 
Mr. LONG moved for a new writ for the ſhire of Linlithgow, 
in the room of the Honourable JoRN HENRY Hope, who has 
accepted the Stewardſhip of the Chiltern Hundreds. He then 
moved for a writ for the borough of Gatton, in Surry, for the elec- 
tion of a Burgeſs in the room of JoHN PeTRIE, Eſq. who has ac- 
cepted of the Stewardſhip in the county of Bucks. _ 

Mr. DOUGLAS moved the order of the day for a Committee 
on the Eccleſiaſtical Leaſe bill. The bill paſſed the Committee, 
and the report was ordered to be received to-morrow. 

Mr. ROSE moved the order for the Committee on the India 
Goods Warehouſing bill; which paſſed the Committee, and was 
ordered to be reported to-morrow. He then moved for a Com- 
mittee of the whole Houſe for to-morrow, to take into conſideration 
the duties now payable upon Hops imported into this kingdom, 
which was agreed to; and then moved that there ſhould be laid 
before the Houſe a copy of the agreement between the Lords Com- 
miſſioners of the Treaſury and the Duke of Richmond. 

Mr. ABBOT returned from the Lords, acquainting the- Houſe 
that their Lordſhips received their meſſage, and that they returned 
for anſwer that they would take meaſures agreeably to the defire of 
the Houſe. 

Mr. ROSE moved the order for the Committee on the Militia 


Pay bill. The bill paſſed through the Committee, and the report 


was ordered to be received to-morrow. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT brought up certain papers, conſiſting of 
the treaty between His Majeſty. and the Elector Palatine of Bavaria, 
ſigned at Munich and others relative thereto. He moved the 
order of the day on the bill enabling the Lords of the Treaſury to 
iſſue Exchequer Bills to a certain amount, on the credit of ſuch aids 
as are or may be granted for the ſervice of the year. He then moved, 
that it ſhould be read a third time. 

Mr. TIERNEY ſaid, he roſe to make a few obſervations upon 
the clauſe in thei bill “ empowering the Bank to ſend bullion or 
ſpocie abroad, in payment of-ſuch ſubſidies as may be voted to His 
Majeſty's allies for the ſerviees of the wat.“ He complained in 


general of the practice: af introducing into bills clauſes that had no 


connection with the bil; and. inftanced that abuſe in tho introduc- 
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tion of the preſent clauſe, which had not one? been mentioned till 


the bill was read a- firſt and ſecond time, and committed. 


The SPEAKER informed Mr. TIERN EV, that the clauſe was 
brought in on an inſtruction moved in the Houſe, and that it was in 
the regular proceedings of Parliament. 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T faid, that the clauſe, fo 2 from being 
brought in in any manner that left room to complain of it, had 
been noticed: two days before it was moved by his honourable 
friend, and on the day of its being moved he himſelf explained the 
whole of it. 

Mr. TIERNEY then obſerved, that his wiſh was to draw the 
attention of the Committee to the clauſe itſelf. It was molt extra. 
ordinary that His Majeſty's Miniſters ſhould have thought of ſub. 
ſidiſing foreign powers, when they mutt have been conſcious that 
there was no way of doing ſo other than adopting a meaſure fo dau- 
gerous as this was. He felt it impoſſible to vote in favour of the 
elauſe, without being in poſſeſſion of much more information re. 
ſpecting the ſtate of the Bank than he was at preſent. He was at a 
loſs to conceive how Mliniſters, in the preſent ſituation of the Bank, 
could have introduced a clauſe for enabling it to advance the foreign 
ſubſidies in ſpecie. It had been ſtated, that making the advance 
in ſpecie would be the cheapeſt mode in this country, conſidering 
the ſtate of exchange on the Continent. The truth of that ſtate- 
ment he did not diſpute; but he wiſhed to know, whether the 


Bank was juſtified in making ſuch advance, and what were the con- 


ſequences likely to reſult from it? This he could not aſcertain 
without additional information on the ſubject ; he therefore wiſhed 
that the third reading ſhould be delayed for a week; and that in 
the mean time a Secret Committee might be appointed to inquire 
into the probable conſequences of making ſuch advances in ſpecie; 
and if that Committee did not, upon the evidence of monied men, 
and perſons competent to the ſubject, report, that it was a meaſure 
likely to'be attended with conſequences inimical to the intereſts of 
the country, then Miniſters might depend upon it they ſhould hear 
no more from him upon the ſubjeR; 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, he could venture fo far to ſatisfy 
the honourable gentleman as to ſtate to him, that it was the decided 
opimon of the majority of the Bank Directors, that if remittances 
were to be made, this was the moſt (expedient. and the moſt bene- 
ficial manner in which they could be effected. With reſpec to his 
obſervations on the Bank, he could alſo ſay, that it was no in a 
ſuuation to pay its notes ũn ſpocie, if political: reaſons would permit; 
and. that: whenever-theſc: reafons ſhould: permit, it would be in 4 
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ſituation to reſume its payments in ſpecie. The objections which 
the honourable gentleman made, went not only to the mode of payv- 
ment, but to the payment of the ſubſidies altogether, as he (Mr. 
Tierney) acknowledged : for whatever inconvenience was ſtated to 
ariſe from paving in the manner propoſed, fill greater would 
ariſe from the payment of bills of exchange, and would operate in a 
greater degree to the inconvenience againſt which the honourabie 
gentleman would guard us; for the ſtate of his argument comes 
to that, and that only. The Bank, he could aſſure 8 felt no 
inconvenience from it; and whatever, was ſent in ſpecie would 
prove beneheial to the country and its commerce, as it would tend to 
turn the courſe of exchange in its favour, by preventing and deſeat- 
ing the artifices of ſpeculators, who counted upon the remittances 
being made in bills of exchange, and not in ſpecie. He did not 
ſee why the gold ſent there ſhould not prove as beneficial as if left 
in. the coffers of the Bank; and if he (Mr. Pitt) was in error, thoſe 
gentlemen who fat behind him (Mr. Manning, Mr. Thornton, 
Ke.) would, he ſaid, ſet him right. On the as, it would be 
beneficial ; and the ſituation in which the country ſtood gave us an 
ability to carry this mode of remittance into effect with facility. 

Mr. MANNING roſe in confirmation of the ſtatements of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer. He ſaid, the mode that this clauſe 
would enable the country to adopt was the moſt beneficial, from the 
nature of the exchange, which would be turned in favour of us. 
The Bank was now in a ſituation to reſume its uſual functions; 
but, could it accumulate into its coficrs all the wealth of Europe, 
he would be glad to know of what advantage it could be, if occa- 
ſions did not occur, ſuch as the preſent, by which it could turn that 
wealth to tie ſervice of Government and to the advantage of the 
Country. He hoped no interruption would take place, as the 
meaſure certainly was calculated to turn the courſe of exchange in 
favour of this country. and thereby to render a conſiderable benefit 
to its commercial interoſts, at the fame time that it would be a- 
tended with advantage to the Government. 

Mr. TIERNEY ſaid, he could not but ſet his face againſt the 
ſubſidy altogether, if this was the mode in which the Houſe was 
told that its vote of ſubſidy was to be carried into effect. To the 
obſervation which the honourable Member had made on the coffers 
of the Bank being full, he would juſt reply, that in his apprehenſion 

they were not ſo very full as was hinted; and he would now put 


this queſtion to the Bank Directors, whether they think the ſending 


of the ſpecie out of the country, after the reſtrictions impoſed upon 
them for the ſecurity of public credit, a fair proceeding i and whe- 
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ther they mean to aſſert, that when they have accommadated Go. 
vernment, the Bank of England wil! ſtill be in a ſituation to fu] 
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its engagements with its creditors? Do they mean to ſay, that the 


fending of ſpecie abroad does not diminiſh the circulating medium 
of the country, or that it can be replaced by bills which have not 
in themſelves any ſolid ſecurity? To this he wiſhed for a diſtin 
anſwer. At no period of our hiſtory could an inſtance be pro. 
duced, where a Britiſh Miniſter had had the face to come down to 
aſk for three millions of money to be exported in ſpecie! * The 
right honourable gentleman had ſtated, that artificial means had 
been employed to turn the exchange againſt the country: and find- 
ing that if the money was remitted in bills, it would be prejudicial 
to the commercial intereſts, he therefore avails himſelf of the re- 
ſtriction which he told you he impoſed upon the Bank for the good 
of the country, and, under the colour of this plauſible regulation, is 
enabled to carry on the war, by the Bank's not paying its creditors. 
Beſides, on this, be it remembered, the Bank DireSors are not 
unanimous ; report ſays ſo, and I ſpeak it to their credit, eſpecially 
after reading the Report of the Secret Committee, in which it ap- 
pears that the cauſe of the reſttiction was the large ſums remitted 
abroad from this country. I would aſk of gentlemen, whether, on 
application to the Bank for money to pay for wheat purchaſed at 
Hamburgh under the diſtreſſes of the country, the Bank would ad- 


vance it? No: Miniſters incapacitate the Bank, and countera& 


the very laws which they themſelves make for the relief of the 
country. Is it onreonable to aſk, whether that money ſent to the 
Emperor would not be better employed in ſcnding for wheat to 
Hamburgh for the relief of the people of England? or to atk 
what ſecurity the country has that the Emperor will do his duty ? 
For this there is no ſecurity ; the right honourable gentleman well 
knows that, and that we ſhall reccive no equivalent for our remit- 
tances to him. I ſhall be very ſhy in future how I give my aſſent 
to any clauſe of this nature, though I may have no objeRion to the 
ſubſidy in the ordinary form, becauſe it is a clauſe hoſtile to public 
credit. The Bank, by its conduct, has given but a bad earneſt of 
its ſetting out after the renewal of its charter ; but I make great 
allowances for their fears and prejudices ; yet their duty ſhould be 
paramount to every other conſideration. Their campliance with 
the views of the Miniſter has diſabled them from rendering that 
ſervice to the commercial intereſts which they otherwiſe would have 
been enabled to do ; and I think it would be difficult for them to 
prove to me, that the ſending of three millions out of the country 
in ſpecic could ever be replaced but by extending their paper, 


Mons. 


d Go. 
> $118] 
lat the 
edium 
ve not 
iſting 
e pro- 
wn to 
* 
s had 
1 find- 
udicial 
he re- 
2 good 
on, is 
ditors, 
Ire not 
ectally 
it ap- 
mitted 
ier, on 
ſed at 
1d ad- 
teract 
of the 
to the 
cat to 
o atk 
duty ? 
n well 
remit- 
aſſent 
to the 
public 
eſt of 
great 
uld be 
with 
Z that 
| have 
em to 


Juntry 
paper, 


DEBATES. 


ArIL 23. ] 


which muſt diminiſh the credit of commerce in proportion as it 
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wanted itſelf ſupport. At leaſt I would hope that they can prove 
to me that the ſending it in ſpecie or bullion is neceſſary, when it 
might be ſo much better employed in fecding the people of England 
than the armies of the Emperor of Germany. The right honour- 
able gentleman may ſay many fine things; but he too will find it 
difficult to prove how the three millions to be lent abroad can be 


ſupplied by any thing but the extenſion of paper.” 


Mr. BROGDEN expreſſed his ſurpriſe that an honourable 
Member (Mr. Manning) ſhould have ſeemed to expreſs himſelf as 
if the lowneſs of the courſe of exchange was an argument in favour 
of the proſperity of the country. | 

Mr. MaxxinG explained. 

Mr. DENT faid, he could not help differing materially fön 
the honourable gentleman (Mr. Tierney). It would by no means 
have the effect that he ſuppoſed on the circulating medium, unleſs 
the Bank ſhould refuſe to diſcount, which he hoped they would not. 
He ſhould be glad, if poſſible, to ſee the Bank reſume their payments 
in caſh, although no inconvenience had hitherto been ſuffered. On 
the whole, this meaſure had his aſſent. 

Mr. THORNTON ſaid, he believed that the mode now pro- 
poſed to make up the foreign ſubſidy was the moſt eligible that could 
be adopted for the purpoſe of carrying it into effect. The political 
part of it, its merits or demerits in a political ſenſe, were points 
which never came under conſideration at the Bank—that was left 
to be determined by Parliament: all that was conſidered at the 
Bank was, whether, as a money negociation, this meaſure was to be 
deemed expedient or not? On that part of the queſtion there was 
no difference of opinion ; all the gentlemen of the Bank. regarded 
this mode of tranſmitting the three millions abroad, conſidering the 
preſent rate of exchange, conſidering alſo the preſent ſtate of bullion 
and ſpecie in the Bank, and all other circumſtances, as the mode 
that was beſt adapted to the intereſt of the public. On the ſubject 
of the importation of corn, he could only ſay, that the effect was 
likely to be the reverſe of what the honourable gentleman ſtated : for 
it would probably aſſiſt, inſtead of fruſtrating the deſign of import- 
ing corn, by the effect which it muſt have on the courſe of ex- 
change, 

Mr. TIERNEY faid, that not only coin, but bullion ard dol- 
lars, he apprehended, had, been ſent abroad lately, on the uſe. of 
Government. 

Mr. THORNTON ſaid, that there had been very large im- 
portations of bullion into this country, and foreign money, much of 
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which had been made into Britiſh coin ; ſo that there was no a 
prehenſion for the want of ſpecie in conſequence of the meaſure noy 
before the Houſe. 

Mr. TIERNEY faid, that might be very right: but he wiſheq 
to know whether any bullion or dollars had lately been ſent abroad; 
— whether, for inſtance, any dollars had been ſent to I 
Vendee ? 

Mr. Chancellor PITT.—*< A few hundred thouſand dollars: 
and ever fince the period of the reſtriction on the Bank, much gold 
in bullion and in foreign money has been brought into the Bank 
and coined into Engliſh money, and has been there for a conſider. 
able time locked up ; nor has any of it been taken out, except for 
the ſervice of the public, as has been tated in this Houſe from 
time to time. The honourable gentleman talks of the gold of Eu. 
rope, as if Britiſh money could not be made of any of it when it 
comes and is tendered at the Mint, or ſent by individuals to be 
coined under the uſual terms ; but the truth is, that much of it : 
is now at the Bank, and while, for public purpoſes already ſuff- Jed 


ciently explained, the reſtriction on the Bank continues, this ſum of 
may be ſent abroad with perfect ſafety. Nay, it is to be ſent ſtr 
abroad for the common ſafety of Europe, and that too under cir- Tt 
cumſtances likely to be favourable to the courſe of exchange, as it for 
affects this country. Now, as to what the honourable gentleman 6 
has ſaid upon the ſubject of food for the people of this country, 1 * 
muſt obſerve, that this aſſertion is like many others which that ho- _ 
nourable gentleman makes, without any thing to juſtify them. He ſu 
ſays the Houſe would not have voted for the reſtriction on the Bank, th 
if they had thought they ſhould thereby be pledged to make this uſe b 
of the reſtriction. Sir, the Houſe was pledged to nothing at that * 
time more than on any other, except that of attending to the intereſts a 
of its conſtituents, which conſiſts in preſerving the honour of the N 
nation, and purſuing for that purpoſe the moſt advantageous plan, 3 
and that with as much economy as the nature of the ſubject will b 
admit. Now, upon that point, we are aſſured from the beſt infor- l 
mation given to the Houſe to-night by the honourable gentleman 
behind me, that this is the moſt economical and advantageous mode ; 
that could be adopted for making the remittance which is neceflary, 
while the reſtriction continues on the Bank. The honourable gen- 
tleman talks of the ordinary mode of giving a ſubfidy, and that this | 
is out of the ordinary mode. What does he mean by the ordinary | 


mode of-giving a ſubſidy? The ordinary mode of a ſubſidy is that 
which at the time, and under the circumſtances when it is made, is 
the moſt cconomical and advantageous. If you happen to have 
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more money than you want, and you have agreed to grant a ſubſidy 
to a foreign power, and that money of which you have a ſuperfluous 
quantity is wanted on the Continent, and the courſe of exchange is 
ſuch that any other remittance would be diſadvantageous to you, 
the ordinary, becauſe beſt, courſe of a ſubſidy in that caſe is to ſend 
it over in money. That courſe, according to the preſent reſtriction 
on the Bank, you cannot follow without the power which this clauſe 
gives, and therefore did J propoſe it. The honourable gentleman 
tells you, this reſtriction on the Bank is made to continue for pur- 
poſes different from that which induced Parliament to lay it on. 
Now, upon this ſubject, the honourable gentleman makes a conſi- 
derable miſtake, by confounding the reaſon for laying it on, with 
the reaſon which induced Parliament, upon mature conſideration, 
to continue the reſtriction. We have found from that reſtridtion 
moſt ſolid benefit. You have now a ſubſidy to give, and you are 
told by thoſe who are beſt qualified to form an opinion on the ſub- 
je, that the mode now propoſed is, under all the circumſtances 
of the caſe, the moſt economical that can be adopted. The re- 
ſtriction would continue if this meaſure were never to take place, 
The honourable gentleman ſays, that the reſtriction is continued 
for the purpoſe of making uſe of it, as an engine in the hands of 
Government, for any ſcheme which Miniſters may adopt. It is 
no ſuch thing, nor any thing like it; the reſtriction would have 
continued if this meaſure had never been heard of, and this mea- 
ſure will not delay the period of the opening of payment in caſh at 
the Bank for a ſingle hour. The honourable gentleman began what 
he had to ſay in a quiet tone; but kindled as he went along, and 
took up every topic which he thought might produce an unfavour- 
able impreſſion upon the public mind. He fays, that, by carrying 
into effect the meaſure now before you, you will be unable to bring 
corn into the country for the food of your inhabitants. He has 
been ſhortly anſwered upon that point already by an honourable 


AeniL 23+] 


Director of the Bank, who has declared, that the effect of it on 


the courſe of exchange will be favourable to the importation of 
corn. I defy him to prove that any ſingle quarter of corn the leſs 
will come in conſequence of the meaſure which we are now debating. 
An honourable Member ſays, corn will come the more eaſily after 
this meaſure is carried into effect, in conſequence of the alteration 
It muſt make on the courſe of exchange. So that truly it will fa- 
cilitate that which the honourable gentleman ſays it will prevent. 
Indeed it is manifeſt that the honourable gentleman's main object, 
in what he has ſaid to-day, was to preſs upon the attention of the 
Houſe every declamatory topic ; and by ſuch means to raiſe a cla- 
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mour amongſt the public for peace ; thereby to prevent us from 
ſending ſublidies abroad, and following that plan, which I fay we 
have hitherto wiſely foliage, i preſerve the vigour of our allies; 

to defeat the policy which Parliament has long ago adopted and re. 
peatedly confirmed, and to part of wh.ich the honourable gentleman 
himſelf at leaſt gave but a fecble reſiſtance. —| Here Mr. Tierney 
diſſented, and Mr. Pitt proceeded. |—T eſtimate the reſiſtance of the 
honourable gentleman by the weight of his arguments ; and there. 
fore it is not wonderful that I ſhould have forgotten the vehemence 
of his manner, and ay he made but a freble reſiſtance to the ſubſidy 
which was lat beſore this Houſe. If the honourable gentleman 
can ſay, you ſhall not have any ally againſt the enemy, although he 
bas found not only the beneficial effects of ſuch alliance, but that 

Keeping it up has not had the leaſt tendency to create an inconve- 
nience to us; if he has not found that, fince the reſtriction on the 
Bank, its credit is enlarged, its facilitics increaſed, its circulation 
kept up without the ſhadow of ſuipicion, and all this while the com- 
merec and revenue of the country have been daily and hourly en- 
larged, and are daily and hourly enlarging, contrary ir:leed to the 
profeſſions and confident predictions of the honourable gentleman 
and his friends; if he has really a wiſh to break down the ſpirit 
of the people of this country, and to make us ſue for peace—ifhe 
wiſhes us to take the offer of Bonaparte, and ſeek refuge under a 
deluſive hope; if he wiſhes it to be underſtood all over Europe, that 
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ve have neither the means of preſerving our honour abroad, nor our 


credit at home; if he wiſhes to ſue for peace in ſuch a daſtardly 
manner, it may be uſeful to him, and it is right that he ſhould 
bring forward the topics he has brought forward, and to treat them 
as he has done. But to thoſe who think otherwiſe, ſuch topics are 
neither inſtructive nor entertaining. It is matter of ſatisfaQtion to 
me, however, that the topic of reſtriction on the Bank, preſſed by 
the honourable gentleman invidiouſly, is a triumphant point in fa- 
vour of the ſyſtem which this country has adopted ; for it appears, 
that under that reſtriftion we have not only flouriſhed in the man- 
ner I have tated, but we have been able to keep up to the ſpirit of 
that wiſe and dignified anſwer which was given to the overture 
made on the part of the enemy; and we have been able alſo to 
aid. the powers of Europe in their oppoſition to the common enemy, 
and in their ſupport of the common cauſe of civil ſocicty, againſt the 
greateſt complication of evils with which this world was ever yet 
afflicted. Sir, I thought the honourable gentleman would not now 
have argued againſt ſubſidies in general; for what he has ſaid to- 
night amounts to that, or amounts to nothing. He ſays, that foreign 
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powers would not fight for us without taking our money. Cer- 
tainly not every ſubſidy implies as mueb; and what is that but 
in other words ſaying, © You never ſhould have any ſubſidy at 
all.” Now, upon the general queſtion, whether it can ever be the 
intereſt of this country to grant a ſubſidy to any foreign power, L 
need urge no argument, becauſe it is a topic on which argument has 
been long exhauſted ; nor need I aſk whether a perſon who main- 
tains the negative of that propoſition can be much of a ſtateſman ? 
This, however, has nothing to do with the mode of ſending the ſub- 
fidy ; for if the ſervice for which the ſubſidy is ſtipulated is not 
worth having, it would be as abſurd to ſend it by a bill of exchange 
as by money; nay, it would be more fo, according to the preſent 
rate of exchange. Upon the policy of ſubſidies in general I ſhall 
ſay nothing, for reaſons already alleged; for this ſubſidy in par- 
ticular I ſay but little, for reaſons alſo that are obvious. As to its 
preventing the importation of corn, let no man believe it: for I 
am confident that not a ſingle quarter of corn the leſs will be brought 
into this country in conſequence of the meaſure now before the 
Houſe 3 on the contrary, we are aſſured from the beſt authority, it 
will facilitate inſtead of impeding that importation.” | 
Mr. TIERNEY.—* The right honourable gentleman forgets 
not only the ſpeech I made on the ſubject of ſubſidy, but his own 
in anſwer to it, which was certainly a very brilliant one. But, to 
explain my own conduct, I ſhould ſay, that I do not mean nor wiſh 
to ſtir up the people of this country, as he ſays, to ſue for peace in a 
daſtardly manner ; but I avow it to be my with to awaken the people, 
and to urge every topic that may contribute to thewing them the 
ruinous meaſures of the Miniſter —a Miniſter who, I fav, has 
ſhewn himſclf beyond example prodigal of blood, treafure, and 
liberty; with an entire apathy upon the miſeries of war, and anti- 
pathy to peace. He has, in truth, got himſelf into ſuch a predica- 
ment, that he knows not how to get either on or off. He has got 
himſelf, or rather the country, fatally for us, into ſuch a ſituation 
that he cannot make peace ; and has run ſuch a heedleſs career that 
he cannot carry on the war. Hence it is that whenever any ſub- 
ject of this kind comes before us, he flies to general declamation on 
general topics, and proves, or tries to prove, the growing proſperity 
of the country ; that is to ſay, whether he finds that bullion is 
coming in or money going out, ſtill either the one or the other is a 
proof of the proſperity of the country : but does he ſoberiy believe 
that any ſenfible man will agree with him, that it is not an injury to 
this country, and a very ſerious injury too, that three millions of 
money in ſpecie ſhould be ſent abroad to feed foreign ſoldiers, which 
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may be employed to feed our own countrymen ? The right ho. 
nourable gentleman may ſay what he pleaſes; but the plain Engliſh 
of the matter is this, three millions of ſpecic are to be employed to 
give ſubliſtence to foreign troops, which might be employed to pur. 
Chaſe food for the people of this country. The right honourable 
gentleman may make what flouriſhes he pleaſes in his ſpeeches ; but 
the queſtion between him and me is not who can make the moſt 
flouriſhing ſpeech, but who ſpeaks the plain truth ; and I will uſe 
all the power which God has given me to oppoſe him. I ſay again, 
that if it was known 1n the firſt inſtance, that the ſtoppage of the 
Bank would have been made uſe of for the purpoſe to which it is 
now applied, that is to fay, for political purpoſes unconneRed with 
the cauſe of the original ſtoppage, that would not have been agreed 
to by Parliament. The ground of the ſtoppage was a ſudden run 
upon the Bank, arifing from the cauſes which the gentlemen of the 
Biak Rated at the time. But the reaſon why the reſtriction con- 
tinues is totally different from that cauſe, and I ſay that this mode 
of proceeding will affect the credit of the Bank. With reſpe& to 
the ſubſidy, that no ſubſidy can be carried on at all according to my 
plan, the right honourable gentleman does not ſtate my arguments 
fairly; for foreign ſubſidies have no effect on the exchange in the 
manner in which he now ſtates, nor can I conceive how the ſending 
of three millions in ſpecie out of the kingdom can have the effect of 
changing the courſe of exchange in our favour. In ſhort, the right 
honourable gentleman is puzzled greatly; and I am not at all fur- 
priſed that he ſhould take one of his lofty flights ; for that is con- 
ſtantly his way wh-never he is hardly preſſcd. I have now to add, 
that when this queſtion is diſpoſed of, I ſhall move for a Com- 
mittee to inquire into the expediency of ſending ſo much bullion or 
ſpecie out of this :.ingdom at this moment.” 

Mr. Chancellor PITT—< As to the lofty flight which I am 
charged with having taken, I flatter myſelf I ſhall ſtand excuſed by 
the Houſe on that head -] truſt it appcars to the Houſe, that while 
the honourable gentleman choſe to treat the ſubject temperately, I diſ- 
played no wiſh to do otherwiſe ; and that it will be recollected, 
it was not untit he had branched out into another line that I at- 
tempted to ſay any thing on the points. to which he objects he 
ſtruck out into a very extraordinary line of attack, which left me no 
alternative. He ſays he will employ all the powers which God 
has given him to oppoſe me: what privilege he thinks he has I 
know not; but I conceive that miſrepreſentation is not to be in- 
cluded in it. I think he has miſconceived what I ſaid; I know 
he has miſrepreſented it in many particulars. I ſay farther, he 
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makes inflammatory ſtatements, that may, and are calculated to 
have the very worſt effects; ſuch was the ſtatement that we were 
ſending abroad three millions in ſpecie to feed a foreign army, when 
it ought to be applied for food for our own people. I fay, I think 
that this is moſt inflammatory matter: but it is moſt fallacious 
for the truth is, that you are, by ſending this money abroad, defend- 
ing not only yourſelves but all Europe ; that you are defending 
this nation by defending all Europe in the poſſeſſion of every thing 
which any the meaneſt individual can call his own, and you are 
defending him in the only way in which you can defend him. He 
makes a queſtion of food of it, and ſays it is taking away from the 
food of the people of this country, when in truth it is to be laid out 
for the ſafety of every individual in this kingdom; it is laying out 
three millions in the common cauſe, on which you know your ſafety 
depends. I fay, you will not be deprived of a fingle buſhel of 
corn by this meaſure. I ſay, this is the moſt eligible mode that 
can be adopted. I ſay, that no inconveuience will be felt from it; 
but that an advantage will be derived which could not be expected 
if the remittance were made through the medium of bills of ex- 
change ; for it is clear that this mode will alter the courſe of ex- 
change Tavourably to us, as appears by the declaratica of the ho- 
nourable gentlemen who have ſpoken on that ſubject already ; and 
it is manifeſt that the bullion is now lying dormant at the Pank. 
This the honourable gentleman, with all his affectation of cloſe- 
neſs of argument, cannot deny, and of which he has not taken no- 
tice, Then, what is it that we are conteſting * Why, that the 
meaſvre will produce no inconvenience whatever in any ſenſe”; but 
that it is purſued to produce that which is the object of us all. As 
to what the honourable gentleman ſtates to be an advantage taken 
of the reſtriction on the Bank, he forgets that the reaſon on which 
Parliament directed the continuance of the reſtriction, was differ- 
ent from that which firſt laid that reſtriction on. With regard to 
ſubſidies in general, I have ſaid enough already; and I now appeal 
to the experience of the world upon that topic,” 

Mr. TIERNEY ſaid he was called en to ſubjoin a few words. 
He liſtened with all the calmneſs he was poſſeſſed of. He cer- 
tainly did think this war differed from all others, as the zcal of it 
was different, being for religion, order, morality, &c. ; and this zeal 
was beſt eſtimated by Engliſh guineas. The right honourable gen- 
tleman had charged him with not anſwering ſome particular parts 
above others; he believed the importation of wheat. Certainly 
there would be the ſame quantity imported, but not at the ſame 
rate, The tate of the caſe is plainly this: we want the ſame 
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aſſiſtance from Government for the importation, that Miniſters 
have for the war ; but not having that aſſiſtance, we muſt import 
on bills of exchange inſtead of ſpecie, which makes the commodity 
dearer by the price of the exchange, which is againſt us, and which 
muſt be charged upon the conſumer, which is fix per cent. as ſtate 
by an honourable Member under the gallery.“ 

Mr. Chancellor PITT replied— He ſaid he was aſhamed to 
trouble the Houſe ſo repeatedly. The meaiurc, ſo far from advan. 
cing the price of wheat, would, as ſtated, turn the exchange, and 
was of all others that could be adopted the moſt likely to make it 
cheaper. He ſtated an anecdote which, he ſaid, might inform the 
honourable gentleman on the ſubje& ; which was, that the ſurplus 
of the money ſent to Holland in the late expedition, and unem. 
ployed, was afterwards inveſted at Hamburgh for the purchaſe of 
wheat. He would not ſtate that ſum at the amount of three mil. 
lions; but it was much larger than what was called for by perſons 
who were diſpoſed to come forward and ſpeculate on the importation, 
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by giving ſecurities here for the amount of the ſums they were in- 


clined to riſk. 

Mr. TIERNEY contended ſtrenuoufly, that thoſe remittances 
tended greatly to weaken our expeQations in wheat ; becauſe mer- 
chants who were diſpoſed to import at one price, might not feel them- 
ſelves diſpoſed to import at another; and not having the accom- 
modation from the Bank as uſual, particular adventurers do not im- 
port ſo effectually by bills as by ſending over money, as the 6 per 
cent. was againſt the import, together with the high rate of inſur- 
ance, &c. The right honourable gentleman had ſtated, that there was 
money remaining at Hamburgh inveſted for the purchaſe of wheat, 
and for the encouragement of the adventurer. He (Mr. Tierney) 
ſaid, that he could prove that the Bank did not give any ſuch accommo- 
dation to perſons inclined to import corn into this country under its 
diſtrefs:— So far from Government aiding importation, their mea- 
ſures, and this among the reſt, tended to cripple the exertions of 
the merchants inclined to import corn. Government had ſet out, 
by the right honourable gentleman's ſpeech on the corn buſineſs, 
with declaring that it would not interfere in any degree with the 
importation of the merchant. | 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that Government was certainly 
pledged not to be purchaſers; but that did not hinder them from 
allowing funds abroad for the purchaſe of corn, and there to be ap- 
propriated for the benefit of the merchant here, who may give in 
ſecurity for the repayment. He did not ſay that ſum went fully to 
three millions ; but as a proof that it was an ample inveſtment 
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half that ſum was not called for here on the condition on which it 
was propoſed. 

Mr. TIERNEY ſaid, that the explanation was not yet fatisfac- 
tory to him, and was proceeding, when 

Mr. WILBERFORCE roſe, and ſaid, that he was waiting with 
impatience for the concluſion of this debate, as he had buſineſs 
that preſſed him, and which was coming on: he did not mean to 
preſs the order of the Houſe ; but he thought the buſineſs had been 
ſufficiently dilated, and might thus go on to twelve at night ; for, 
no ſooner was one objection removed, than the honourable Member 
ſtarted another. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, he could relieve his honourable 
friend from that apprehenſion ; as he (Mr. Pitt) on his part was 
determined not to trouble the Houſe with further explanations. 

Mr. TIERNEY then concluded by ſaying, if his plan was 
adopted, the Public would have the advantage. 

Mr. MARTIN obſerved on the irregularity of the debate. 

The SPEAKER ſaid, he would have interpoſed ſooner, from 
the irregularity of the debate; but as it involved a queſtion of con- 
ſiderable importance, he did not wiſh to impede its diſcuſſion. 
A rigorous obſervance of the forms of the Houſe may ſometimes 
produce great inconvenience ; yet he would wiſh to have it under- 
ſtood, that there was no indulgence ſhewn to any one gentleman 
that was not equally ſhewn to another in his exerciſe of the autho- 
rity of the Houſe ; but as there was no diſcuſſion before on that 
clauſe, and the Houſe ſeemed inclined to liſten to it, he ſuffered it 
to proceed to the length it did, notwithſtanding an irregularity ob- 
vious to every Member of the Houſe. 

The bill was read a third time and paſſed. 

Mr. TIERNEY then moved, That a Committee be ap- 
pointed to inquire into the expediency and effects of remitting 
bullion from this country, for the purpoſe of ſubſidiſing foreiga 
powers,” 

The motion-was negatived. 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Thutſday, April 24. : 
The royal aſſent was given, by commiſſion, to the Land-Tax 


Commiſſioners Name bill, the bill to indemnify perſons ſerving in 


certain Volunteer Corps, &e. omitting to take out licences for wear- 
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ing Hair- powder, the Penſion Duty bill, and to fix bills of a private 
and local deſcription. 


The Lords Commiſſioners were, the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 


[Commons 


the Lord Chancellor, and Earl Spencer. 


Lord GREY DE WiLTON preſented a petition from the Right 
Honourable Nathaniel Lord Scarſdale, praying leave to be heard by 
his Counſel relative to the Barony of Grey de Powes, which, on the 
queſtion being put, was ordered accordingly. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Thurſday, April 24. 


Several petitions from innkeepers, praying for relief, were pre. 
ſented and referred to the Committee to whom the former petitions 
were referred. 

Mr. LasCELLEs preſented a petition from certain woollen ma- 
nufacturers of Yorkſhire ; and, 

- The Marquis of WoRCESTER a petition from the woollen ma- 
nufacturers of Painſwick, in the county of Glouceſter, againſt that 
clauſe in the Union which goes to repeal the prohibition of the ex- 
portation of wool. The noble Lord ſtated, that the population of 
Painſwick amounted to fix thouſand perſons, three-fourths of whom 
were employed in the woollen manufactory. 

Mr. DupLey RYDER preſented a petition from the woollen 
manufacturers of the town of Tiverton, on the ſame ſubjeR. 
The petitions were ordered to be referred to the Committee on 
the. Union. 

A meſſage from the Lords having defired the attendance of the 
Houſe to hear His Majeſty's aſſent given to ſeveral bills, the 
Speaker and ſeveral of the Members attended ; and the SPEAKER 
on his return informed the Houſe, that they had attended in the 
Houſe of Lords, and heard His Majeſty's aſſent given by com- 
miſſion to the bill for indemnifying thoſe ſerving in the Volunteer 
Corps who had neglected to pay the duty on the wearing of Hair- 

powder ; and the bill for appointing Commiſſioners to carry into 
exccution an act paſſed this Seſſion of Parliament, granting His 
Majeſty a duty on Penſions, Places, and Offices in England and 


Wales, and Berwiek upon Tweed, and to feveral private bills. 


Sir C. Bux BURY brought in a bill to enlarge the powers of the 
directors and guardians of the Poor in certain corporate towns and 
diſtricts in that part of Great Eritain called England; which was 
rcad firſt time, and ordered to be rcad a ſecond time. 
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Mr. Ros E moved the order of the day for the Houſe reſolving 
itſelf into a Committee of the whole Houſe, to conſider of ihe duties 
payable on Burr-ſtone carried eoaſtways. He alſo moved that it 


ſhould be an inſtruQion to the ſaid Committee, to conſider part of 


an act which impoſes ſome duties on Oil and Blubber ; which was 
eed to. 

The Houſe having reſolved itſelf into a Committee, | 

Mr. Rosk moved, “That it is the opinion of this Committee 
that all Oil, and Blubber for boiling down into oil, imported from 
Davis's Straits, ſhould be exempted from the duties to which they 
are at preſent liable.” This motion was agreed to. Mr. Roſe then 
moved, That it is the opinion of the Committee, that Burr- 
ſtone for making mill-ſtones, taken from the quarry of Conway in 
Wales, ſhould be exempted from the duties at preſent impoſed upon 
them.” To this motion the Houſe alſo agreed. 

The Houſe being reſumed, the Report of the Committee was 
ordered to be brought up to-morrow. 

Mr. Ros moved the order of the day, “ That the Houſe do 
reſolve itſelf into a Committee of the whole Houſe, to conſider of 
the propriety of diminiſhing the duties of Hops imported.” 

In the Committee Mr. Rose ſtated, that many complaints were 
made by brewers of the ſcarcity of hops; that they were required 
for the manufacture of what was now become a neceſſary of life; 
that there could be no doubt of a great ſcarcity in this article ; and 
that the preſent duties payable on hops imported amounted in fact 
to a prohibition on their importation. He would move firſt, 
« That it is the opinion of this Committee that the preſent duties 
payable on hops imported ſhould be ſuſpended for a limited time; “ 
and if the Committee agreed to this motion, he would then move, 
“That it is the opinion of this Committee that a duty not exceed- 
ing one penny and twelve-twenticths of a penny ſhould be laid upon 
every pound avoirdupoiſe weight of hops imported.” 

Theſe motions were ſeparately put and carried. 

The Report of the Committee was ordered to be received to- 
morrow. 

Mr. Ros moved, *© That there be laid before the Houſe a 
ſtatement of the duties payable in this country on the articles enu- 
merated in the ſixth propoſition of the Lriſh Houſe of Commons.“ 
This motion being agreed to, Mr. Roſe intimated, that the ſtate- 
ment would be laid before the Houſe next day, that the motion for 
ts being printed might be ſooner made; and that then gentlemen 
might have time to conſider it before the ſixth propoſition ſhould 


come to be diſcuſſed in the Houſe. 
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Mr. Ros moved, That to-morrow the Houſe ſhall refolye 
itſelf into a Committee of the whole Houſe to conſider the ad; 
which regulate the Fares of Hackney Coaches.” His object va; ye: 
to increaſe the Fares, which in the preſent ſcarcity he thought to int 
ſmall. The motion was agreed to. 
The Report of the Committee on the Eccleſiaſtical Leaſe bill 
was brought up and read. Some amendments were agreed to, and aft 
the bill was ordered to be read a third time to-morrow. cip 
The Reports of the Committees on the bills for repealing part we 
of the dutics payable on Saltpetre, and for providing for the paying be: 
and clothing of the Militia, were brought up, read, and agreed to, 
and the bills were ordered to be read a third time to-morrow. ce 
Sir WiLLIaM GEARY moved, that the order for their con. pr 
ſidering on Wedneſday next, the Kent Jail bill, be now read. 
This being done, he moved that the order be diſcharged, and that ti 
the bill be withdrawn. — Both theſe motions being agreed to, he ſu 
moved that leave be given to bring in a bill for repealing ſo much en 
of an act paſſed in the gth of Gurge 11. as enables the Juſtices of Ac 
the Peace, and other Magiſtrates of the Weſtern Diviſion of the b 
county of Kent, to purchaſe ground for erecting a jail, &. Leave 0 
granted. u 
2 x; OS: 5 h 
HOUSE OF LORDS. 
t 
Friday, April 25. 
The order of the day having been moved and read, for the Houſe i 
to reſolve itſelf into a Committee of the u hole Houie, in order to 


take into-conſideration the fourth article of the Union, [ ſec page 
160, and that the Lords be ſummoned. 

Lord GREN VILLE roſe and ſaid, that — reaſons ren- 
dered it inconvenient for him to call upon their Lordſhips to go into 
Me conſideration of the fourth reſolution, as he had intended when 
he moved for their Lordſhips to be ſummoned on that day; but that 
he would call their attention to the ſeventh reſolution, | ſee page 
167, ] and poſtpone the conſideration of the fourth article for the 
preſent, it not being material in what order the Committee diſ- 
cuſſed them. His Lordſhip then ſtated, that the ſeventh reſolu- 
tion ſent over by the Parliament of Ireland, as one of thoſe con- 
ditions on which that Parliament was ready and willing to unite 
with the Parliament of this kingdom, was nearly expreſſed in the 
very words of the reſolution agreed to by the Parliament here on 
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the ſame topic, viz. the contribution of Great Britain and Ireland 
reſpectively towards the expenditure of the united kingdom in each 
year. The reſolution, their Lordſhips would obſerve, was divided 


into eleven diſtinct propoſitions, upon each of which it was only 


neceſſary for him to ſay a very few words, for the reaſon he had juſt 
mentioned. His Lordſhip then read the eleven propoſitions one 
after the other, explaining reſpeQively, as he proceeded, the prin- 
ciples upon which they were ſeverally founded, the objects they 
were meant to provide againſt, and the expeQed operations and 
bearings of each. Having gone through the whole, 

Lord WALSINGHAM (as Chairman of the Committee) pro- 
ceeded to read them to the Committee, and put a queſtion on each 
propoſition. When his Lordſhip came to the third propoſition, 

Earl FITZWILLIAM roſe and expreſſed his entire approba- 
tion of Government having in a trying emergency availed itſelf of 
ſuch a meaſure as the General Income Tax; declaring, that, what- 
ever opprobrium or reproach might be caſt on Miniſters for having 
adopted that tax, he was ready to bear his ſhare of it with them : 
but there was a wide diſtinction between heartily approving, as he 
owned he did, of that tax being adopted as a temporary meaſure 
under a critical and extraordinary preſſure of circumſtances, and the 
holding it out as a permanent general tax; for ſuch the words in the 
propoſition evidently did. A moſt harſh and ſeverely oppreſſive 
tax, the income tax undoubtedly was ; it was deeply felt, not only 
by every deſcription of perſons, but by every individual of every de- 
ſcription ; and it was likely to be ſtill rendered more irkſome and 
more intolerable by the ſort of inquiſition that was about to be ſet up 
to enforce the collection of it. In fact, every man was to have an 
exciſeman ſet over him in his houſe, in order to pry into, and al moſt 
put him to the rack, to compel him to diſcover all thoſe private 
circumſtances of his income, which, for a thouſand reaſons, he muſt 
anxiouſly wiſh to preſerve locked up in his own breaſt, A tax ſo 


intolerable, ſo galling, ſo oppreſſive, might, for the reaſons he had 


ſtated, be acquieſced in, and ſubmitted to, as a temporary meaſure 
during a great and trying emergency ; but he never would give his 
conſent to make ſuch a tax as the income tax a permanent and 
general tax, or even to let words paſs in a reſolution of that im- 
portant nature, without endeavouring at leaft to have them omitted, 
and leſs objectionable words ſubſtituted in their place: his Lord- 
ſhip therefore moved, That the words * or on a compariſon of the 
amount of income in each country, eſtimated from the produce for 
the ſame periods of a general tax, if ſuch ſhall have been impoſed 
on the ſame deſcriptions of income in both countries,” be left out, 
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and the words, the amount of the general taxes then paid, and 


common to both countries,” be inſerted in their place.” 

Lord GRENVILLE objeRed to the propoſed alteration. He 
would not remark, he ſaid, upon the noble Earl's mode of objecting 
to the principle of a tax not at all connected with the queſtion be- 
fore the Committee: however, he denied that the tax was unpopu- 
lar or oppreſſive, or that it involved the propoſers of it in obloquy ; 
on the contrary, they merited and met with commendation. In 
regard to the firſt queſtion, he ſaid, that not one word in the article 
warranted the conclufion that the income tax was propoſed to be 
rendered perpetual : not a word in the tefolution went to bind 
the Committee to any fuch deciſion ; there exiſted, therefore, no 
neceſhty for the alteration ; but if adopted, it was liable to all the 
objections urged againſt the original wording of the clauſe, in not 
affording to Ireland that ſecurity which a ſpecific mention of a par- 
ticular tax muſt neceffarily do. 

Lord HOLLAND contended, that a tax on income, ſuch as 
was adopted in this country, could never be a criterion of ability ; 
and his aſſertion was proved by the fact. A tax on the income of 
every individual was propoſed, in Parliament, and agreed to. This 
tax was eſtimated to produce a given ſum, from a calculation made 
of the whole income of the kingdom; but it produced very little 
more than half the eſtimated ſum : meaſures were ſtill to be taken 
to render it more productive: it was evident, therefore, that it was 
ĩmpoſſible to aſcertain the amount of income from a tax on inzome, 
and therefore. he wiſhed to know how it could be a fair criterion. 
As he perfectly agreed in this point with his noble friend, he would 
ſupport his amendment. 

Lord HOBART argued in favour of the article as originally 
propoſed. There were no words in it, he ſaid, which warranted 
the concluſion drawn by the noble Earl, or led to an approbation of 
the principle of the income tax ; neither was the idea to be at- 
tributed to the Britiſh Miniſters. The clauſe in it ſhould come 
in a propoſition from the Iriſh Parliament, as part of the terms on 
which they were ready to unite with that of Great Britain ; which 
he conceived to be a complete reſutation of thoſe objeꝗ ions on the 
ſcore of that arrangement being prejudicial to Ireland. 

The Earl of CARNARVON obſerved, that it was only for 
the reaſon adduced by the noble Lord who ſpoke laſt, that he ob- 
jected to that clauſe in the article, namely, the propoſitions coming 
from the Parliament of Ireland. That very circumſtance rather 
induced him to think it likely that the tax in queſtion was intended 
for a permanence. He conceived it to be calculated upon for at 
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leaſt twenty years. He diſapproved of the principle of the tax, and 

retted that it was at all implicated in the meaſure of the Union, 
which he had very much at heart ; he feared it would render it 
unpopular. He thought it would be better to wait the decifion of 
the other Houſe on thoſe parts of the meaſure. "The Union with 
Ireland was founded neceffarily on very different principles from 
that with Scotland. The national debt, on the part of England, 
was comparatively trifling at that period; on the part of Scotland 
it was nothing. The commercial circumſtances of the countrics 
were alſo very different. On this head he expected much infor- 
mation might be received at the Bar of the Houſe, He had no 
doubt of the Union ultimately proving a moſt fortunate event for 
Ireland. The manufactures of the empire muſt flow to that 
quarter ; and for plain reaſons, in a country where labour and pro- 
viſions were cheap, manufactories could be eſtabliſhed with the 
greateſt advantage. This, however, to the general empire, was of 
but little importance. Whether Yorkſhire or Ircland was rich, 
did not matter for purpoſes of general concern. , The country at 
large would neceſſarily be benefited ; and whatever local incon- 
veniences might ariſe, the community in general would not ſuffer. 

Lord AUCKLAND exprefled his regret at part of what had 
fallen from the noble Earl; but in regard to the more immediate 
queſtion—the idea that the income tax was, by the wording of the 
clauſe, intended for continuation, or for the period of twenty years, 
was abſurd in the extreme ; no ſuch concluſion could naturally be 
drawn, He begged that the original words might be read, which 
was accordingly done by the clerk. They amounted to no more, 
he faid, than if at the period in queſtion an income tax ſhould 
exiſt, it ſhould form one of the criterions of judging the reſpeQive 
financial abilities of both countries. Nothing more could be col- 
lected from it. | | 

Lords FiTZWILLIAM and HOLLAND ſpoke ſeverally in ex- 
planation. f 

Lord GREN VILLE ſupported the obſervations which fell 
from his noble friend (Auckland). The wording of the clauſe 
went only to ordain, that, ſhould an income tax exiſt at that period, 
it ſhould be made one of the criterions. He knew of but three 
modes of eſtimating the financial ability of a country—by its com- 
merce, conſumption, and income; and from theſe eireumſtances 
ſhould the ſeleQion be made. 

The Earl of CARNARVON explained. 

Lord GRENVILLE, in explanation, obſerved, that ſo little 
was the income tax implicated in this article, that its full adoption 


344 PARLIAMENTARY [Loxvs, 


would not militate againſt the repeal of that tax next year; but 


ſhould, in ſeventeen years hence, circumſtances call for a recur. © 


rence to a tax upon that principle, and its continuation for three 
years, the tax would then fall within the contemplation of the 
article. 

After ſome farther 3 converſation between Lords 
FirzWILLIAM, GRENYILLE, and HOLLAND, the queſtion was 
put on the amendment propoſed by the firſt-mentioned Peer, when 
it was rejected without a diviſion. 

With reſpect to thoſe clauſes relative to he taxation and propor- 
tion of contribution on the part of Ireland, 

Earl FITZWILLIAM objected very ſtrongly ; and cenſured 
the principle of taxing a country by thoſe who naturally had no con- 
cern in its welfare. He alluded to the preponderating majority 
which 558 Britiſh Members would uniformly afford aver the 100 
Iriſh on every queſtion of taxation. He concluded with propoſing 
an amendment, the purport of which was, that the Iriſh Members 
ſhould vote the taxes for Ireland, and the Engliſh for England. 

Lord GREN VILLE combated the principles advanced by the 
noble Earl. Such a propoſition, he obſerved, would go to unhinge 
the whole ſyſtem on which the Union was to be eſtabliſhed, and 
conſtitute a perfect political anomaly. There were numberleſs in- 
ſtances where, theoretically ſpeaking, the noble Earl's objeQtions 
would apply ; particularly to the commercial intereſts in different 
parts of the kingdom. To ſpeak more directly, however, to the 
point at iflue, he obſerved, that with 100 Iriſh Members to the 
; 558 Britiſh, little danger was to be apprehended from an inju- 
rious impoſition of 21. taxation in that country to 1 5. in Great 
Britain. 

Lord HOLLAND ſupported the amendment of his noble 
friend. He faid, if this forced marriage between the two countries 
was to be ſolemnized, it would be highly expedient that the partics 
ſhould not cohabit, at leaſt for ſome time. 

The queſtion was then put on the alteration propoſed by Earl 
Fitzwilliam; when it was rejected. With reſpect to the clauſe for 
the appropriation of the ſurplus of Iriſh revenues, excluſively, to 
Jocal purpoſes in Ireland, 

The Earl of CARNARVON objeQed to that part of the ar- 
ticle which ſtated, that the ſurplus accruing from the revenues of 
Ireland, after paying the ſeveral charges to which the country might 
be liable, ſhould be applied to local purpoſes, to encourage manu- 
factures, &. He obſerved, that the Union would be of the utmoſt 
benefit to Ireland, by encouraging Engliſh capitaliſts to migrate to, 
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and eſtabliſh manufaQures in a country where labour and pro- 
viſions were ſo much cheaper than in England. Theſe ciicum- 
ſtances, together with the encouragements held out in the article 
under conſideration, would do a material injury to the manufaQures 
of Great Britain. 

Lord GREN VILLE perfectly agreed with the noble Earl in 
his aſſertion, that Ireland would gain the moſt important advan- 
tages in conſequence of the Union ; but he differed widely from 
him when he faid that the encouragement of manufaQtures there 
would injure thoſe of Great Britain. The theory and experience 
of modern times proved the fallacy of ſuch opinions. There was 
nothing more true than this—that the proſperity of one part of the 
nation never ſuffered any diminution in conſequence of the increaſing 
proſperity of another part; on the contrary, it became more 
proſperous and flouriſhing. Such was the caſe with Mancheſter, 
which ſuffered no diminution of its wealth by the great number of 
manufaQories that were carried on in ſeveral parts of Scotland. 

Lord CARNARVON faid, that he ſhould object to the 
clauſe, if it were only for its obſcurity. It ſeemed to him, that 
there was no neceſſity for ſo verboſe a clauſe ; as che Imperial Par- 
liament, without any permiſſion, would be empowered to make fu- 
ture arrangements. 

Lord GREN VILLE replied, that the obſcurity, if a any, did not 
ariſe from the words of the clauſe, but from the complication of the 
objects. It went to this, that though the proportions were adjuſted, 
yet, if it ſhould be found convenient to raiſe the ſums in different 
manners in the different countries, the preſent arrangement ſhou!d 
not work to the prejudice of the country making the moſt rapid 
payment of the debt. 

This produced a ſhort converſation between Lords G3RENVILLE, 
DarxLEy, and AUCKLAND ; the latter of whom diſplayed much 
_ Ingenuity and commercial information in defending the proviſions. 
The affair of the bounties, he obſerved, was not oniy dictated by 
ſound policy, but ſtrict juſtice, with reſpe& to Ireland; and in re- 
gard to the different modes provided for the liquidation of future 
loans, different modes might ſuit the reſpective circumſtances and 
conveniencies of the countries at ſuch time. The option was there- 


fore given to liquidate her proportion of the loan in the manner the” 


thought moſt expedient. 

The remaining parts of the reſolution were then agreed 10 by the 
Committee, and the Houſe reſumed. 

Lord GRENVILLE then mon that the Committee have 


leave to fit again on Monday; when he expected io be a. le to rro- 
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Poſe the fourth reſolution for the conſideration of their Lordſhips, 
unleſs circumſtances unexpected by him ſhould intervene. 
The Committee was then ordered to proceed-again onMonday, 


[Commuongs, 


— 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Friday, April 25. 


Several petitions were preſented, praying that the exportation of 
wool to Ireland might not be permitted. 


The Eccleſiaſtical Leaſe bill, the Militia Pay and Clothing 
bill, and the Eaſt-India Company's Warehouſe Goods bill, were 


each read a third time, and paſſed. 

Mr. Bracce brought up the report of the Committee on the 
bill for taking off the duty on Burr-ſtones, and on Oil and Blubber 
imported. The report was agreed to, and a bill ordered to be 
brought in, agreeable to theſe reſolutions of the Committee. 

Mr. BRAOGCGE brought up the report of the Committee for 
taking off the duty on hops imported. The reſolutions were 
read and agreed to, and a bill ordered to be brought in purſuant 
thereto. | 

The order of the day was read for the Houſe going into a Com- 
mittee to conſider of the at 26 Geo. III. c. 11. reſpecting the 
rate of hire for Hackney Coaches. 

Mr. ROSE ſtated, that in the year 1786 ſome increaſe in the 
rates of fare had taken place ; but that was on account of the then 
riſe of duty. He now propoſed to bring up a clauſe for the purpoſe 
of railing the fare of hackney coaches, on account of the preſent 
high price of oats, which bore ſo hard upon the coach- maſters. 
Mr. Roſe obſerved, that the preſent high price of provender ren- 
dered it impoſſible for the proprietors of hackney coaches to ſubfiſt, 
unleſs the rates at which the fares had been fixed by the laſt Act of 
Parliament were enhanced. It was, however, not his intention 
that the increaſe he meant to propoſe ſhould be continued, except 
during ſuch time as the average price of oats ſhould be beyond a 
certain price; ncither did he intend in his propoſed regulations to 
interfere with ſuch fares as were at preſent fixed at one ſhilling. 
The alterations he mean: to ſubmit applied only to thoſe fares that 
were cightcen-pence and upwards. He then moved the two follow- 

ing reſolutions : 

& I, That it is expedient that the rates and fares permitted to be 
taken by licenſed hackney coachmea be increaſcd.” 
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« 2. That it is expedient, that whenever thWAverage price of 
oats, publiſhed in the London Gazette, ſhall exceed a ſum to be 
limited per quarter, the Commiſſioners for licenſing and regulating 
hackney coaches and chairs be authorized to increafe the faid rates 
and fares.” 

Mr. JONES faid, that, ſo far from wiſhing to object to the 
reſolutions, he thought them admirably calculated to afford relief 
to a body of men who had of late been conſiderable ſufferers by 
the high price of provender. He believed many proprietors of 
hackney-coaches had been neceſſitated to give up their numbers. 

The reſolutions were agreed to, and the m__ was ordcred to be 
received on Monday. 

The order of the day for the Houſe to receive the Report of the 
Committee appointed to conſider of the allowance to be made to 
Innkeepers on account of the ſoldiers quartered upon them,. was 
poſtponed till Thurſday. 

Mr. JONES ſaid, he wiſhed to put a queſtion to the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, in order that by his anſwer he might be per- 
fectly ſatisfied as to a fact which he admitted was of public no- 
toriety. The idea was general reſpecting the corps of Conde 
having been taken into Britiſh pay; he deſired to know whether it 
was ſo or not ? 

Mr. Chancellor PITT obſerved, that if ſuch an event ſhould 
be concluded, it would of courſe be intimated to Parliament by a 
meſſage from His Majeſty. He had no objection to ſtate, that there 
was every reaſon to ſuppoſe he ſhould very ſoon have occalion to 
make 1 communication of that ſort. 

Mr. Chancellor Pirr now moved the order of the day for the 
Houſe to reſolve into a Committee of the whole Houſe, to 
conider further of His Majeſty's meſſage reſpecting the Union be- 
tween Great Britain and Ireland. 


Upon the queſtion being then put for the Speaker's leaving the 
chür, 


Mr. GREY roſe and ſpoke to the following effect: —“ Sir, It 


is not my intention to oppoſe your leaving the chair, and to go into 


a Committee upon the important ſubject which has already occupied 
our attention, I now riſe tor the purpoſe of making the motion of 
which I gave notice upon a former oceaſion. The object of that 
motion is, that it be made an inſtruction to the Committee to con- 
fider of the moſt effectual means for ſcen:i ing the independence of 
Parlizment. Although this motion ariſes immediately out of that 
part of the papers chat have been referred to the Committee which 
regards the ſhare of repreſentation to be given to the Irith People in 
X 3: 
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the event of a Union, I ſhall take the liberty of ſhortly ſtating 
thoſe general arguments which have been urged on the ſubject of 
Parliamentary Reform, before I proceed to that particular propoſi- 
tion to which the attention of the Houſe is to be directed. In do- 
ing this, it is not my deſign to make any ſeparate and diſtinct mo- 
tion for any plan of Reform which has at any time been projected; 
my intention is rather to ſhew the neceſſity of entering upon the 
diſcuſſion of the partial queſtion, by a revicw of the general prin- 
ciples which are connected with the great point of Parliamentary 
repreſentation. Had the feaſon been favourable for ſuch an inquirs ; 
had men's minds been in a temper to accompany me in a conſider- 
ation of that ſubject, I ſhould willingly have revived at large that 
diſcuſſion which more than once I have had the honour to move in 
this Houſe. For the preſent, however, I am diſpoſed to wave the 
queſtion in the ſhape to which I allude ; large and important then 
as that ſubject is, | ſhall nut cecupy your attention long in the exa- 
mination of it, eſpecially as it has already been fo often debated, 
and the arguments muſt be ſo freſh in your recollection. I ſhall 
only ſlightly touch upon the leading topics which have been urged 
on former occzfions. Beſides this, I have an additional perſenal 
motive to teſtate with preciſion the grounds upon which I have ſup- 
ported and propoſed a Reform in the Parliamentary repreſentation, 
] with to guard againſt the infinuation ſo often thrown out againſt 
thoſe who are favourable to a Reform, that they are inclined to be 
ſwayed too much by theories of government and ſyſtems of ſpecu— 
la ĩve perfection. Theſe are far from the principles which J have 
ever foliowed or approved. I repeat, what I am ſure the Houſe 
muſt recollect, that I never propoſed any ſcheme of Reform to this 
Houſe upon the mere recommendation of ſpecivus and beautiful 
theory. The only reaſon why I ever urged the Houſe to adopt a 
Parliamentary Reform was, becaufe it appeared to me a neceſſary 
remedy for an aciu:!l exiſting grievance. No man can ſubſcribe 
more cordially than J do to the maxim, that in Government prac- 
tical good is infinicely preferable to ſpeculative perfection. This is 
a general truth which cannot be diſputed, a truth conformably to 
| ſound rea{ ning, to the evidence of hiſtory, and unerring experience. 
J know that it is incunibent upon every wiſe legiſlative aſſembly to 


be guided by the dictates of this fundamental rule. Without it, 


Government would be deſtitute of all Readineſs of operation and 

uniformity of deſign. Inſtead of following maxims ſanctioned by 

experience, the courſe of Government would be continually ex- 

poſed to the dangers arifing from the ebullition of temporary paſ- 

ſions, to the ſhocks of inceſſant experiment, and the projects of vib- 
: % 
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onary ſpeculation, Government would be à fluctuating and uncer- 
tzin eſtabliſhment, balanced by no ſtock of embodied wiſdom, di- 
rected by no certain landmarks, obedicnt to no ſteady principle of 
action. To Government ſo abandoned by all experience, and re- 
figned to every confli of paſſion, and every caprice of theory, 
would apply the words of the Poct, in the deſcription of Wiater : 

A leafleſs branch her Sceptre, and her Throne 

An icy car, indebted to no wheels, 

Bur urg'd by ſtorais along its ſl'pp'ry way. 

« But thongh I am ready to 2cknowledge the juſtneſs of the 
maxim, yet I am me afraid to 4tlert, on the other hand, that as a 
maxim of policy it may be carried to an extreme. It would doubt- 
leſs ve carried beyond the hounds of diſcriminating wiſdom, if a 
diſlize to innovation were to lead us to reject all temperate and pro- 
per precaution, in a caſe where we obſerved an evident tendency to 
evil. Some, for inſtance, puſh their averſion to all Reform ſo far 
thit they would oppoſe any propoſal to change the compolition of the 
repreſentative body, though the county of Middleſex alone were to 
chouf- 11] the Members of Parliament that were to legiflate for 
I nziand. Surely this is not an application of the maxim, that we 
ountit to be careful of indulging innovation, which wiſe men would 
be required to ſanction in their attention to the practical neceſſities of 
human affairs. 

„When we are told that we ought to reſpect antient eſtabliſn- 
ments, it is right that we ſhould aſcertain whether this plea to favour 
is urged with juſtice. It is no uncommon thing for men to ſtigma- 
tize as innovation, what is in truth no innovation. They confound, 
and particularly upon this queſtiun of Reform, what is new to the 
principle of our Parliamentary repreſentation, with what is moſt 
antient and approved. The principle of repreſentation in the Bri- 
tith Conſtitution ſuppoſes, to a certain degree at leaſt, the influence 
ot population on the choice of the repreſentatives. Its object is to 
obtain ſuch a compoſition of the repreſentative body as will qualify 
the Members of it to be the organ and to ſpeak the ſenſe of the 
people. Ex vi ſermini, then, the repreſentation of the Britiſh Con- 
ſtitution is one that ſuppoſes population to be a principal baſis of re- 
preſentation, Repreſentation, indeed, in any other ſenſe of it, 
would be an anomaly of the moſt monſtrous kind, and wholly in- 
congruous to the ſpirit of our Conſtitution. Of this kind, how- 
ever, it is certain that abuſes have crept into our Parliamentary re- 
preſentation. We know that in the lapſe of time the praQice has de- 
viated from the reaſon of the thing and the ſpirit of the Conſtitution, 
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We know that there are repreſentatives without conſtituents, that 
there are places repreſented which include no population. This is 
an abuſe quite out of the principle of out repreſentation. To re. 
medy imperfections not inherent in the Parliamentary Confiitntion, 
but arifing out of the change of local circumſtances, is not to intro. 
duce innovation, but to reverence antient inſtitutions. In ſuch x 
caſe, it is the diQate of ſober and prudent policy, it is the courſe of 
true conſtitutional duty, to recur to principle, and to bring back our 
practice to the purity in which it was founded. 

It is a matter of un loubted hiſtory, it is true, that the preciſe 
extent of our repreſentation, either as to the number of the repre. 
ſentatives, or the deſcription of the elective body, was not uniformly 
fixed till the Revolution. There was ſomething unſettled in the 
repreſentative, as well as in the conſtituent body. A good deal was 
left, and certainly more than ought to have been left, to the diſcre- 
tion of the Crown, in fixing thoſe places which thould ſend Mem. 
bers to Parliament. This much is indiſputable, however, that the 
criterion of population was recognized as the beſt guide in aſcertaining 
what places ihould chooſe repreſentatives. It was the practice to 
ſummon thoſe towns which were conſidered beſt fitted, from their 
Population, for the exerciſe of ſuch a right, to ſend Members to 
Parliament. In particular, it is known, that in the ſummons iſſued 
by James I. for calling a Parliament, inſtructions were given not 
to ſend writs to decayed boroughs. This demenſiratcs at leaſt the 
principle on which the Parliament was ſuppoſed to he founded; and 
a recurrenze to it in the reform of that part of our repreſentation, 
which has totally deviated equally from all juſt principle and antient 
practice, would be conũſtent with the true ſpirit of our Conſii- 
tution. 

« This, in fact, is only a brief analyſis of the leading argument 
which the right honourable gentleman opp-ofite (Mr. Pitt) employed 
in defence of that ſcheine of Reform which he propoſed. But there 
is another argument urged againit all Reform, which is no leſs con- 
eluſive than that I have already ſtated. We are referred to the 
period of the Revolution. We are told to be contented with thoſe 
ſecurities for our liberties which our anceſtors provided. This ar- 
gument, as to the finality of theſe arrangements, it may be remarked 
by the way, is employed all upon one fide of the queſtion. It is 
pleaded as an invincible bar to any improvement propoſed in favour 
of the people, though it is not allowed the ſmalleſt authority when 
it is oppoſed to an enlargement of power: when the Crown is to 
be inveſted with ary ne prerogatives, the antient landmarks may 
be removed wiCliout a ſeruple, but they are ſacred againſt the beſt 
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funded claims of the people. The very ſubject of the Union itſelf 
has very recently ſhewn how little regard is paid to an eſtabliſh- 
ment, however it may formerly have been declared final, if a de- 


parture from it is ſuppoſed to be recommended by any great policy, 


and promiſes to be attended with important advantages. 

« ] reſpec the eſtabliſhments of the Revolution, at leaſt as much 
as thoſe who are remarked for their deference to them to ſerve on 
occaſion. I am ſenſible how much was done for liberty at the Re- 
volution. I am aware how much it contributed to remedy the 
evils by which it was rendered neceflary, and to fix the principles of 
our Government, Had the Conſtitution indeed remained entire 
and unimpaired asit was then aſcertained, I ſhould not have felt 
it my duty to propoſe any plan of Parliamentary Reform. A better 
ſyſtem of practical liberty never was enjoyed by any people, than was 
then eſtabliſhed for the happineſs and glory of the Britiſh nation; 
perhaps, indeed, a higher degree of liberty is incompatible with that 
degree of authority which is neceſſary for the ſolidity and protection 
of ſociety. It combined in the higheſt degree the principle of free- 
dom with the attainment of order and ſecurity. What was done 


at the Revolution in favour of our liberties, may be deemed ſuffi- 


cient for every practical purpoſe ; but ſurely it would be abſurd to 
ſay that every part of the ſyſtem was incapable of improvement. 
That, however, is not the queſtion at preſent. The point now is, 
to inquire, whether, in the courſe of human affairs, and the changes 
which time and events have produced, the principle of freedom 
has preſerved thoſe bulwarks and ſecurities with which it was the 
object of the Revolution to inveſt it? whether the Crown has 
not gained a degree of influence beyond the regulated portion aſ- 
honed by the eſtabliſhments of our anceſtors, and which either has 
been, or threatens to become, injurious to the cauſe of liberty and 
to the proſperity of the empire? It is upon this ground that J 


thould wiſlr to diſcuſs the queſtion of Parliamentary Reform, un- 


connected with that innovation which the Union will introduce, 
and to propoſe ſome alteration in the ſyſtem of our repreſentation. 
The conſideration of this queſtion, too, will enable us the better 
to decide upon the policy and the effect which that alteration 
involves, ; 
Has, then, the influence of the Crown increaſed fince the 
Revolution i — Down to the period of 1782 I believe the fact will 
not be much diſputed. It was upon the notoriety of the fact, and 
the bad conſequences it had produced, that the motions of the right 
honourable gentleman in favour of Reform were founded. That it 
has increaſed, L think every impartial, man muſt, be compelled to 
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admit. Let any man look at the ſources of influence which the 
Crown poſſeſſes; let him look at the extenſion of dominion and of 
patronage in India ; let him look at the increaſe of revenue, at the 
enlargement of our civil and military eftabliſhments ; and let him 
pronounce whether the Executive Branch of the Conſtitution has 
acquired any acceſſion of influence and of power? If, then, while 
the influence of the Crown has ſo manifeftly advanced, while the 
cauſe of Liberty has remained the ſame, or has ſuſtained a diminy. 
tion of its ſtrength, can ir be ſaid that we are ſtanding vpon the 
eftabliſhmcnt of the Revolution, and adhering to the principles 
which it aſcertained? It is then upon this ground of expcricnce 

and the evidence of facts, upon proof of poſitive inconvenience and 
real declination from its original purity, that I ſhould propuſe to 
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recal our Conſtitution to its true principles, and to amend the ſyſ. 


tem of our repreſentation. . 
Thus, at the concluſion of the American war, the right ho- 
nourable gentleman ſtrenuouſly contended for a Reform in Pailia- 
ment, as a remedy for thoſe abuſes in our adminiſtration which the 
imperfection of our Parliamentary repreſentation had contributed to 
produce. That the Crown was thought to have acquired an ad- 
dition of influence inconſiſtent with the balance of the Conſtitu- 
tion, is indeed a point which ſtands upon the authority of the Houſe 
itſelf ; this opinion is recorded in the famous reſolution, that “tue 
influence of the Crown has increaſed, is increafing, and ought to be 
diminiſhed.” This fact was acknowledged by men both living and 
dead, the purity of whoſe motives could not be diſputed, by men like 
Sir George Savile, no leſs diſtinguiſhed by abilities than integrity. 
But what was done in conſequence of this reſolution? Was an 
efficient remedy applied to the acknowledged evil? I know that 
ſome attempts were made to aboliſh certain places; but the dimi- 
nution of the influence of the Crown by theſe meaſures has ſinee 
been rendered altogether nugatory by the renewal of thoſe places, ot 
it has been far more than compenſated by the acceſſion which has 
been derived from other ſourees. If ſome trifling offices have been 
reduced, others of greater value have been added to the expence of 
the eſtabliſhment, and the patronage of the Crown. If the in- 
fluence of the Crown, however, had increaſed from the Revolution 
to the year 1782, I am warranted in afferting that it has increaſed 
in a much greater proportion ſince 1782, and that the comparative 
Kate of the influence of the Executive Power, as it ſtands now, in- 


finitely excceds that which the Crown poſſeſſed at the period vwhcn 


the reſolution of this Houſe. declared its alarming increaſe. The 
additions to the amount of the public revenue, the increaſe of ou 
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eſtabliſhments of every kind, have furniſhed the ſources of an in- 
fluence, which, unleſs it be checked by a ſeaſonable Reform, threat- 
ens to overthrow the balance of the Conſtitution, and to abſorb all 
the power of the State, 

« The right honourable gentleman, and others beſide him, ſeem 
to think that much has been done to moderate the influence of the - 
Crown. Where are we to look for the proofs of it? Is it in 
the enormous accumulation of our debt? Is it in the progreſſive 
ſcale of our expences? Ts it in the number of new places created, 
in the monſtrous increaſe of naval and military eſtabliſhments ? Is 
it in the reſtrictions impoſed on popular rights? in the new powers 
with which the Executive Magiſtrate has been veſted ? Look at 
the conduct of the Houſe itſelf. Do we find it there? We have 
been engaged in a war certainly not altogether exempted from diſa- 
ſter and diſgrace ; yet, in the courſe of this bloody and expenſive 
conteſt, no motion for inquiry into the conduct of the war has ever 
been granted, unleſs on the motion of Miniſters themſelves? Not 
one attempt has been made by the Houſe to check the career of Ad- 
miniſtration, even when its meaſures have been acknowledged to be 


. contrary to the unequivocal ſenſe of the people. This is, I am 


aware, a ſubject of much delicacy. It is no grateful taſk to arraign 
the conduct of the Houſe, in the face of the. Houſe itſelf. I hope 
I am always diſpoſed to treat the Houſe, with that reſpe& which is 
due to it. I ſhall, therefore, forbear to purſue this ſubject into all 
the details of which it is capable, and leave the notoriety of the 
circumſtances that might be mentioned, to produce the natural im- 
preſſion upon gentlemen's minds. 

« I obſerved in the countenance of gentlemen oppoſite, how- 


ever, expreſſions of difſent when I ſaid that the Houſe had ſhown ' 


a diſpoſition on every occaſion implicitly to ſupport the meaſures of 
Miniſters, even when the voice of the people was moſt unequivocal 


againſt them, This aſſertion I believe admits of the moſt unequi- 


vocal proof. It is not neceſſary to go far for the example. In the 
courſe of the debate upon the rejection of the late overtures of peace 
from the French Government, we were told by one of His Ma- 
Jelty's Miniſters, that they had opened the negociations at Lifle, con- 
vinced that no good was to be expected from them, ſolely becauſe they 
were compelled to do ſo by the unequivocal expreſſion of the public 
voice. Here then is a confeſſion that the public voice may be de- 
clared elſewhere than in this Houſe : here is an admiffion, that the 
Houſe of Commons may expreſs a ſenſe moſt repugnant to that of 
the Conftituent body, and that the voice of the People may influ- 


ence the Executive Power by means very different from the organ | 
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of their Repreſentatives. Here is an inſtance of that which has juſtly 
been conſidered as ſo great an anomaly in our Conſtitution—«« an 
Addreſſing Houſe of Commons, and a Petitioning Nation.” If 
Miniſters were induced to enter into negociation on account of the 
wiſhes of the People, was the Houſe of Commons the interpreter 
of thoſe wiſhes? No; at the very time when the ſentiments of 
the Public are admitted to have been in favour of peace, the votes 
of the Houſe ſpoke a language directly the reverſe. Every motion 
for giving the public ſentiment the ſanction and authority of Par- 
liament was rejected. The Miniſter obtained an implicit ſupport 
in every meaſure, however repugnant to the ſenſe of the country; 
and when at laſt he yielded to its influence, it was not a compli- 
ance with the voice of the People, ſpoken by their legitimate organ, 
and controuling the meaſures of Adminiſtration by their Conſtitu- 
tional repreſentatives. 

« This inſtance, confeſſed by Miniſters themſelves, is an ano- 
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maly of the worſt kind in this Conſtitution. It is a proof, that the 


authority of this Houſe has been fatally diminiſhed as a ſecurity for 
popular freedom. The opinion of the people indeed has ſtill its 
influence upon the conduct of Miniſters. It is not the influence, 
however, that uſed to be the proud diſtinction and charaReriftic 
privilege of Engliſh liberty. It is the influence which the voice of 
the people has generally poſſeſſed in the milder deſpotiſms of Europe. 
The example indeed is a melancholy proof, that, with a Houſe of 
Commons that ought to be the organ of their general voice, tie 
people of this country can only influence the meaſures of their rulers, 
in the ſame manner with thoſe nations who have no conſtitutional 
repreſentation of their general ſentiment, and no eſtabliſhed guar- 
dians of their intereſts. 

« The right honourable gentleman who himſelf ſo ſtrenuouſly 
aſſerted the neceſſity of Reform, has now completely and for ever 
abandoned the cauſe. He now finds that he was miſtaken, when 
he denied that the Houſe of Commons, in the preſent degenerate ſtate 
of its repreſentation, was competent to its deſtined functions, and 
capable of ſecuring the objects of good government. But the Houſe, 
he ſays, has ſtood the fiery trial, to which, in the late confuſions by 
which Europe has been agitated, it has been expoſed. That the 
Crown has ſuſtained this trial without injury to its prerogatives, may 
indeed be granted; but it is not ſo evident that the luſtre of the 
Conſtitution has been equally unimpaired. But if this Govern- 
ment has ſuſtained the ſhock of revolutionary violence, it has done 
no more than thoſe of other nations who have borne it with equal 
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power; the Conſtitution of Spain has paſſed uninjured through the 
fiery trial; the mild Government of St. Peterſburgh has ſtood the 
ſhock ; and the merits of the Government of Conſtantinople have 
been equally demonſtrated by its triumph over the aſſaults of Revo- 
lution ! In truth, the ſucceſs of this trial ſeems no very concluſive 
proof of the excellence of thoſe Governments ; nor ought it to be 
deemed the peculiar glory of the Britiſh Conſtitution that it has 
riſen ſuperior to dangers which have been ſurmounted by thoſe 
Governments which it has been its pride not to reſemble at all, 
either in the principle of its inſtitution, or the exerciſe of its 
authority. 

« We hear a great deal of the new principles of liberty, which 
have wrought ſo much deſtrudtion. What thoſe principles of liberty 
are I am at a loſs to conjecture. I know of no principles of liberty 
but the Britiſh Conſtitution. That under the pretence of thoſe 
genuine principles many horrors have been committed, much tyranny 
has been exerciſed, is moſt true. The abuſes of thoſe principles 
of liberty, however, are no impeachment of their truth ; nor ought 
it to relax our efforts in the cauſe of liberty, or diminiſh our jealouſy 
of the encroachments of power. The cry which has been raiſed 
againſt thoſe abuſes has been employed as the ſureſt mean of aſ- 
failing the cauſe of genuine liberty. By holding up to deteſtation 
the diſorders of a pretended freedom, it has been inſidiouſly at- 
tempted to di miniſh the juſt influence of the ſentiment of freedom 
in the human breaſt. The cauſe of liberty has been overwhelmed 
with obloquy, and the principle itſelf rendered odious. They who 
purſue this mode of argument follow the example of thoſe philoſo- 
phers to whom they aſcribe the evils which of late have unhinged 
ſociety and diſturbed the peace of the world. "Theſe writers at- 
tacked the abuſes of religion; they aimed their ſatire at thoſe per- 
verted eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſhments which aimed at temporal power 
and the poſſeſſion of univerſal dominion. But was it poſſible for 
thoſe men who inveighed againſt the crimes of ſuperſtition, or who 
expoſed the temporal ambition of the Church, to ſully that divine 
religion on which theſe abuſes had been engrafted? Did they 
prove, becauſe that ſacred principle had been aſſumed as a pretence 
by ſanguinary bigots or deſigning prieſts, that its influence was un- 
friendly to the happineſs of man and to the intereſt of the ſocial 
ſtate? They falſely imputed to it, as neceſſary conſequences, thoſe 
abuſes which were wholly foreign to its nature; enemies of liberty 
argue againſt the principle, from the atrocities which have been com- 
mitted on pretence of it. Yet the charity, the humility, and thoſe 
numerous virtues which Chriſtianity teaches and inſpires, remain 
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undiminiſhed, in ſpite of thoſe horrors which have been perpetrated 
by perverted religion; and the principle of liberty continues the 
delight and the ſecurity of the ſocial ſtate, notwithſtanding thoſe 
calamities and oppreſſions which guilt and tyranny may exerciſe in 
its abuſed name. 

But I have ſaid enough to ſhew how inconcluſive it is to argue 
from the abuſe of liberty againſt liberty itſelf. Convinc d that 
freedom is the only ſure baſis on which the ſtability and perma- 
nence of Government can be founded, I ſtill feel myſelf diſpoſed to 
move a general Reform of Parliament, as the beſt means of main- 
taining the Conſtitution in its purity and vigour. As I have al- 
ready ſtated, however, I ſhall not move any thing to that ehe on 
the preſcnt occaſion, as I am aware that there is no very g neral 
ſentiment in the Public in favour of ſuch a project: It, nink 


it the only means of ſaving the country, but 1 tho! det it 


rather injurious than beneficial to the cauſe, to preſs it !urward when 
men's minds are diſinelined to the diſcuſſion. « 

It is ſaid, however, that the exam e oi France ſhould deter 
us from innovation, Certainly ; I ſh» 14id be one of the laſt nien 
in this Houſe to propoſe or to encourage innovation. Hating inno- 
vations, however, I conſider it my duty to promote Retorm. It is 
by timely Reform alone that the danger of great criſes and of vio- 
lent innovations is prevented. It was becauſe the King and the 
Nobility of France too long refiſted Reform, that they were at 
length buried under the ruins of the State. Timely conceſſion 
would have diſſipated the voice of Faction, and given new vigour to 
the State, They refuſed ; and the tottering fabric, unable to ſup- 
port itſelf, was {wept away. 

« The diſcuſſion of this queſtion of Reform I have not ſought, 
The occafion has forced it upon our conſideration. The article of 
Union which regards repreſentation neceſſarily leads us to conſider 
the fate of Parliament previous to that event, and the effect which 
it is likely to praduce. All I defire then is, that the Houſe would 
weigh with attention the conſequences with which it promiſes to be 
attended. The right honourable gentleman ſays, that, by introcu- 
cing 100 Members into the Houſe, without any other compoſition 
of the Houſe, the alteration upon the whole muſt be very ſmall. 
This, however, is a point that admiis of great diſpute, The alter- 
ation may not be leſs important, becauſe it is only partial in its imme- 
diate operation. Government is a very complicated machine, in 
which the parts are not only balanced, but proportioned. An alter- 
ation in any one part may derange the eflect of the whole. It is 
neceſſary therefore to conſider the effect which the propoſed altera- 
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tion will occaſion. The introduction of 100 Iriſh Members muſt 
be attended with a certain change in the compoſition of the Houſe 
of Commons ; and I am afraid that their weight will be thrown 
into the increaſing ſcale of the Crown. Formerly it was propoſed, 
at different times, to reform the Repreſentation in Parliament by the 
e addition of 100 new Members. The object of Mr. Flood's mo- 
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add 100 Members by a more popular election of the houſeholders 


tion on that ſubject, ſince the French Revolution broke out, was to 


in the different counties. This plan was oppoſed, as being too po- 
pular in the mode of election. But, upon the diſcuſſion of that mo- 
tion, the right honourable gentleman, though he objected to the 
particular plan in ſeveral reſpects, yet profeſſed himſelf friendly to 
the general queſtion of Reform, and promiſed, on a fit opportunity, 
to promote that Reform which he now confeſſes to have abandoned 
for ever. If, then, the introduction of 100 new Members, either 
upon the plan of Mr. Flood, or that of the right honourable gen- 
tleman, was conſidered ſo great an alteration in the compoſition of 
the Houſe of Commons, ſurely the introduction of 100 Iriſh Mem- 
bers cannot be indifferent. 

“The right honourable gentleman fhemed to confider the num- 
ber of Members which the Iriſh people were to have as a matter of 
10 importance. Without conſidering indeed what is the preciſe 
number of Iriſh repreſentatives, it may be faid generally of the 
umber of the repreſentative body, that it ought to be analogous to 
he population of a country, and embrace all ranks and elaſſes in 
he community. As to that number which may be convenient for 
: deliberative aſſembly, I ſhould conſider 558 a number as great as 
would be conſiſtent with order. The human voice even may afford 
.ome criterion, as the number ought not to be greater than could be. 
ableto hear the diſcuſſions. It has rarely happened of late, indeed, that 
the attendance has been great, or that parties have been very nicely 
balanced : if, however, the attendance were to be regular, and 
an additional number of 100 Members were to be introduced, it 
would be quite impoſſible for you, Sir, with all that wiſdom, dig- 
nity, and firmneſs by which you are diſtinguiſhed, to preſerve 
order amidſt the conflict of nicely balanced parties. But ſinee an 
addition of Members is propoſed, I ſhould beg leave to ſuggeſt, 
whether any means could be deviſed for giving the Iriſh their pro- 
der ſhare in the Legiſlature, without increaſing the number beyond 

bat would be confiſtent with the purpoſes of deliberation. 

- © have ſtated, that there was reaſon to apprehend that the in- 

f.nce of the Crown would be increaſed by the Iriſh Members. 

It © propoſed that 31 of the principal towns ſhould return a Mem- 
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ber each to the United Parliament, and theſe to be ſelected from 
their population. This, no doubt, is a good criterion ; but I be- 
lieve in moſt of the towns the right of voting is very limited; ſo 
that, from the Member being nominated by an individual perhaps 
an expectant of the favour of the Crown), there is little chance 
of much independence :—two-thirds of them may be conſidered, 
from the nature of their election, as likely to be devoted to the mea. 
ſures of the Crown. Beſides this, there are twenty places under 
the Crown which may be diſtributed among the remaining ſixty. 
nine. A certain proportion in addition to the twenty may be fairly 
believed to be indirectly influenced by expectation of favours to 
their relations and friends. So that it is evident that a great ma- 
Jjority of the Iriſh Members muſt be conſidered as a certain acceſ. 
fion to the Miniſter's party. 

% The Peerage, beſides the acquiſition of ſtrength, would be 
another fource of influence. Advantages in hope are known to be 
little leſs powerful incentives than thoſe in poſſeſſion ; and Iriſh 
Peers being allowed to continue Members of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, the expectation of being raiſed to the Peerage as Members of 
the other Houſe would no doubt have a ſtrong influence on their 
conduct. The ſituation of the Iriſh Members in regard to property, 
too, deſerves conſideration. In that country property is divided 
into ſmaller ſhares than it is in this country ; what would be an 
adequate proviſion to enable a man to enjoy all the luxuries of rank 
in Ireland, would not be ſufficient here : men are not in this age 
much diſpoſed to give up thoſe luxuries to which they have been ac- 
cuſtomed. Theſe circumſtances, the expence of the journey be- 
tween the two countries, and other matters of this kind, might ren- 
der the favours of Government deſirable to many Members from 
the filter kingdom. Theſe obſervations will not, I truſt, be con- 
ſtrued into any diſreſpe& for the Members of the Iriſh Parliament; 
many may be ſuperior to this ſpecies of influence : but, in the diſ. 
cuffion of a general queſtion of ſo much importance, we are enti- 


fled to augur, from the nature of mankind, what is likely in a num- | 


ber of inſtances to take place. The Iriſh Members may be ex- 
poſed to a ſpecies of influence leſs objectionable in its principle, 
though to the purpoſes of dependence it may not be leſs dangerous 
they may attach themſelves to the fide of Miniſters, from a deſi 
© to obtain greater advantages for their country. That this may 
the caſe, we have an example in the Members for Scotland. /* 
certainly is a matter of fact, that the Scots Members have gene! Y 
attached themſelves to the party of every Miniſter ; and, 
leſs, the hope of thus better promoting the intereſts of their 5 0 
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may have contributed to this effect, as well as more private influ- 
ence. Upon the whole, therefore, it appears to me evident, that 
ultimately at leaſt the Iriſh Members will afford a certain acceſ- 
fion of force to the party of every Adminiſtration. 

« Having thus ſtated my objections to the number of new Mem- 
bers to be introduced into the Houſe, and pointed out the miſchiefs 
which that change is likely to produce ; it may perhaps be thought 
that I ſhould be prepared to offer ſome plan to ſuperſede a projet 
which I diſapprove. Although I do not agree that it is neceſſary for 
thoſe who diſapprove of a ſpecific plan, to propoſe a ſubſtitute, I am 
ready to ſtate what I conſider calculated to remove ſome part of the 
inconveniences which we apprehend. The plan I ſhall throw out 
for reducing the number of the Houſe, is pretty nearly that which 
the right honourable gentleman propoſed for the Reform of Par- 
liament. I would ſuggeſt, then, that 40 of the moſt decayed bo- 
roughs ſhould be ſtruek off; which would leave a vacancy of 80 
Members. I ſhould then propoſe that the ratio on which Ireland 
at preſent is to have 100 Members ſhould be preſerved. Thus 
the proportion to the remainder 478 would give us 85 Members 
for Ireland. The county elections I ſhould propoſe to leave as 
they are, which would give 69 Members ; ſo that 16 would re- 
main to be choſen, by a popular election, by the principal towns. 
This change, no doubt, would be more favourable to populer elce- 
tion; but, ſecing the tendency of the new Members to fall under 
the influence of the Crown, the correQive propoſed ought to be 
conſidered an additional recommendation to the plan. Such an 


arrangement would contribute, in ſome degree, to maintain the in- 


dependence of Parliament, now doubly threatened by the preferva- 
tion of all its exiſting defects, and the introduction of ſo great an 
addition of Members who would be ſubje& to the influence of 
the Crown. The inſtruction I intend to move, therefore, ought to 
be ſupported by all thoſe who are apprehenſive of the increafing 


weight of the Crown in this Houſe, and who are ſenſible of the in- 


conveniences likely to ariſe from the increaſed number of Mem- 


bers. This inſtruQion, far from being made in oppoſition to the 


Union, proceeds upon the ſuppoſition that it will take effect, while 
it muſt tend in that event to maintain the independence of ns- 
ment, which would otherwiſe be endangered. I move, therefore, 
That it be an inſtruction to the Committee appointed to conſider 

« of His Majeſty's moſt gracious meſſage reſpecting the Union be- 


* tween Great Britain and Ireland, to take into their conſideration 


* the moſt effectual means of providing for, and ſecuring, the in- 
* dependence of Parliament.” 
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The motion being ſeconded by Mr. TIERNEx, 

Lord HAWKESBURY roſe, and ſpoke nearly as follows: 
« Mr. Speaker, before I proceed to ſtate my objections, and the 
principles on which they are founded, to the niotion with which the 
honourable gentleman has concluded, I am anxious to return him 
my thanks for the fairneſs and candour with which he has opened 
the ſubject. I heard, with the greateſt ſatisfaction, the beginning 
of the honourable gentleman's ſpeech. I fully and entirely agree 
with him, that this is a practical queſtion ; that it would be mi. 
chievous and abſurd to ground a Reform in Parliament on any fanci- 
ful idea of proportion, or on a diſpoſition to acquieſce in the wild 
projects of men of ſpeculative minds or heated imaginations ; yet 
though he ſtates and very properly enforces this propoſition in the 
commencement of his ſpeech, I cannot help thinking that in the 
progreſs of his arguments, and -when he comes to the detail, he falls 
into the very error which he condemns, and that he treats the 
queſtion rather as a ſpeculative than a practical one. 

„ "The honourable gentleman ſtates, that the operation and ten- 
dency of his motion are to bring back the Conſtitution to its original 
principles and practice. Before we can form our opinion upon 
this part of the ſubject, we ought, I contend, to have ſome date 
and period fixed, to which we can refer for theſe principles and this 
practice. I wiſh to know what is the æra of our hiſtory to which 
the honourable gentleman would direct our attention, that we may 
Judge of the Repreſentation of the Commons of England in its pure 
and unadulterated ſtate. I have no heſitation in ſaying, that, if he 
will come fairly to that inquiry, he will find that, from the earlieſt 
period of our hiſtory to the preſent day, the popular influence in our 
government, ſo far from having decreaſed, has been gradually in- 
creafing. The inequality in our repreſentation, of which the ho- 
nourable gentleman complains, is not of modern date; it has ſub- 
ſiſted at all times. If we recur to the early periods of our hiſtory, 
we ſhall find that there were ſome places of great extent, of large 
population, and in a very flouriſhing condition, which did not re- 
turn any Members at all; and that there were other places pro- 
portionably ſmall and inconſiderable, which were allowed to ſend 
repreſentatives to this Houſe. It may be true, that, in ſome 
inſtances, towns which once were populous, and ſent repreſenta- 
tives to Parliament, may have fallen into decay ; and that ſome 
villages, to which this privilege was not accorded, may have be- 
come great and populous towns. But are theſe the only innova- 
tions which time and circumſtances have made in our Conſtitution ? 
Let the honourable gentleman take into the account what changes 
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have ariſen, and what alterations have occurred in the diſtribution 
and diviſton of property. At preſent we all know that the right 
of voting at the election of Members to ſerve in Parliament 
for Counties is veſted in every perſon poſſeſſing a forty ſhillings 
| freehold : that right has undergone no change fince it was firſt 
| eſtabliſhed ; but the difference between the value of money then 
| and now is fo great, that forty ſhillings a year at that time is equal 
| to twenty pounds a year at preſent. We ſhould conſider likewiſe, 
that, from the increaſe of population, of commerce, and of wealth 
of every deſcription, many towns which did not contain one hun- 
dred eleQors formerly, contain at the preſent tme thouſands, I 
ſtate theſe things to ſhow, in anſwer to the arguments of the ho- 
nourable gentleman, that if the popular influence appears to have 
loſt in ſome inſtances, it has gained in a much greater proportion in 
others. There are; I know, many perſons who entertain very 
erroneous notions upon the origin of this Hauſe. Repreſentation 
was originally no part of our Conſtitution. The Grand Council 
of the Nation conſiſted ſolely of tenants in capite from the Crown. 
When, in conſequence of the diviſion of property, the leſſer Barons 
became too numerous to attend conveniently in perſon, they were 
allowed, out of their own bady, to ſend repreſentatives: this is the 
origin of the Commons of England; ſo that the principle of our 
repreſentation is property. At a ſubſequent period of our hiſtory, 
when commerce had in ſome degree revived, charters were granted 
by the Crown to corporations, and ſummonſes i ſſued to certain 
towns and boroughs to fend Members to Parliament. This pre- 
rogative was principally exerciſcd for the purpoſe of counteraQing 
the influence of the great Lords; but theſe charters do not appear 
to have been granted, nor theſe ſummonſes iſſued, upon any uni- 
form principle, but ſolely according to the will of the reigning 
Monarch ; and from the commencement of the borough repreſenta- 
ton to the preſent day, it does not appear, as far as we have any 
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* See Magna Charta. The twelfth article ſtates, that « no ſcutage 
or aid ſhall be impoſed, except by the Common Council of our kingdom, 
but for redeeming the King's body, for making his eldeſt ſon a Knight, 
and for once marrying his eldeſt daughter.” The fourteenth article 
ſtates, © that to have a Common Council of the kingdom to aſſeſs an aid 
or ſcutage otherwiſe than in the three before-mentioned cafes, we will 
cauſe to be ſummoned the Archbiſhops, Biſhops, Earls, and greater 
Barons, perſonally, by our letters; and beſides, we will cauſe to be 
ſummoned in general, by our Sheriffs and Bailiffs, al thoſe xvho hold of 


us in chief.“ 0 


Vor. XI. 3A 
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lights upon the ſubject, that the repreſentation was more popular in 
principle at any period than it is at preſent. Sir, the honourable 
gentleman has alluded to a proclamation of King James the Firſt, 
commanding the Sheriffs not to ſummon Members from decayed 
boroughs. The conduct of King James, in the caſe alluded to, has, 
I believe, always been conſidered to have been unconſtitutional : it 
was the opinion of Lord Chief Juſtice Coke, and it has becn the 
opinion of every great conſtitutional 'authority from his time to the 
preſent, that though the Crown could give the right of repreſenta. 
tion, it could not afterwards take it away ; that all political rights 
exiſted pre bono publico; and that, though they might originate from 
the Crown, they were ever after independent rights—and no act of 
the Crown, no act of the parties, no uſage even could affect 
them—nothing ſhort of an act of the whole Legiſhature could abro- 
gate them. This was decided in a memorable inſtance in the 
Pecrage, in which it was maintained, that a Peer could not reſign 
lis Peerage, becauſe it was a right not granted to him for his in- 
dividual uſe, but that he held it pro bono publics ; and that the col- 
leaive voice of the Community, aQing through the Legiſlature, 
could alone deprive him of it. 

Sir, the honourabic gentleman has ſtated, that it is not fair to 
condemn. principles, ſuch as thoſe which have of late been cfta- 
bliſhed in France, becauſe they may have been abvſed. I per- 
ſectly agree that there is no principle in morals or politics which i; 
not capable of abuſe ; but I cannot think this obſervation applica- 
ble to the principles of the French Revolution. I contend, that the 
principles of that Revolution, the Rights of Man, as conveyed and 
explained by the Leaders to the People in France, and as afterwards 
acted upon, are fundamentally falſe. What were theſe principles? 
Equality was publicly held out to the lower orders of the people; 
equality in rank and in power; equality even almoſt unlimited in 
property. Little, indeed, has that perſon obſerved of human na- 
ture, who does not know that men are unequal in talents, ſtrength, 
activity, and, in ſhort, in every quality of the mind and body. 
Government is not founded on the equality, but is a regulation of 
the natural inequalities of man. Artificial inequality has always been 
conſidered as the correQive of natural inequality. The object of 
government and of ſociety is not to counteract that order of things 
which Providence has eſtablifhed, and which, do what we will, we 
cannot avoid ; but its object is to prevent thoſe convulſions which, 
in a ſtate of nature, could not fail to ariſe from the diverſity of the 
characters, and the violence of the paſſions of men; to ſecure to 
every one the fruits of his own induſtry ; to maintain all the grada- 

| 1 


APRIL 


tions IN 
ful ; tc 
each cl 
it is ca 
much 
founde 
the Fr 
caſe, 1 
oteſt, 
pl « \ 
who h: 
that if 
provec 
ing th 
and v 
it; W 
provec 
form. 
pectar 


ſelf h 


extrer 
create 
be to 
tical 

appea 
priſir 


we fe 


ArRIL 25. DEBATES. 363 


tions in life, from the prince to the peaſant; to reſtrain the power- 
ful ; to aſſiſt the weak; to relieve the diſtreſſed ; and to afford to 
each claſs of the community the greateſt degree of happineſs which 
it is capable of enjoying. Sir, I thought it neceffary to ſay thus 
much on this ſubject, becauſe I have heard frequent arguments 
founded upon this difference between the abuſe of the principles of 
the French Revolution and the principles themſelves ; and, in this 
caſe, it is againſt the principles that I am deſirous of entering my 
roteſt. 

« With reſpeR to the queſtion of Parliamentary Reform, we, 
who have been at all times moſt adverſe to it, have always admitted, 
that if a practical grievance to a conſiderable extent could really be 
proved; if it could be ſhown that this Houſe, virtually tepreſent- 
ing the People, were not generally in uniſon with their ſentiments 
and wiſhes, and that the popular feeling was not impreſſed upon 
it; we, I ſav, have always admitted, that if all this could be 
proved, it would be a proper ground for ſome Parliamentary Re- 
form. I likewiſe agree that there may be caſes where the ex- 
pectaney of an evil may be ground for Reform, though the evil it- 
ſelf has not been felt. But ſuch caſes ſhould be ated upon with 

extreme caution, for by an unneceſſary change we may frequently 
create an evil where none exiſts, and where our only object ought to 
be to avoid one. The only really ſafe ground of Reform is a prac- 
tical grievance, which, if it is not now conſiderable in itſelf, ſhould 
appear at leaſt to be progreſſive. It will not then be thought ſur- 
priſing, when we conſider all the effects of good government; when 
we feel and obſerve that this country has for ſo long a period en- 
joyed every bleſſing which any country has ever enjoyed, and which 
perhaps any one is capable of enjoying, that we ſhould entertain a 
ſtrong prejudice againſt any alteration in the frame of our Go- 
vernment. | 

« Sir, if I was called upon to ſtate what in my idea conſtitutes a 
good government, I ſhould ſay, that the beſt evidences of its excel- 
lence are, the exiſtence of internal tranquillity—civil liberty—the 
power of defence againſt a foreign enemy—and progreſſive and in- 
creaſing wealth and proſperity. If I look to the firſt point, internal 
tranquillity, and I conſider with how few, and with what ſmall in- 


\ 


' terruptions this country has enjoyed this bleſſing for a century, I ſee, 
* on this ground, no plea for Reform. When I look to civil liberty, 
, and obſerve that no country in the world ever enjoyed it in ſuch a 
e degree, or to ſuch an extent, ſo pure, ſo unreſtrained, as this country 
« has done from the time of the Revolution ; I ſee, here, the ſtrongeſt 
„ argument againſt Parliamentary Reform. If I conſider the power 
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of reſiſtance and defence againſt an enemy, which our Government 
poſſeſſes; if I review the energy which it has diſplayed in all wars, 
but more eſpecially in the courſe-of the preſent conteſt ; if J refle& 
upon its great and ſucceſsful efforts in defending its own territories 
and liberties, and its exertions for the ſalvation of Europe, ſurely 
I ſee, on this ground, a ſtrong argument againſt Parliamentary 
Reform. If I look to the lait point, to internal proſperity and 
wealth, I look at our fituation in this reſpedt, not only with 
ſatisfaction and pride, but with emotions of aſtoniſhment and 
ſurpriſe. Sir, no man's expeQation, however ſanguine—no man's 
hopes, however confident - could make him ſuppoſe that poſſible 
which he ſees verified by fact in the progreſſive wealth and proſperity 
of the country. Here then I find likewiſe the ſtrongeſt argument 
againſt Parliamentary Reform. If the preſent Conſiitution, prac- 
tically conſidered, ſecures internal tranquillity, civil liberty, the 
power of reliſtance and defence, and the wealth and proſperity of the 
country; if we have the evidence of experience, that it ſccures all 
theſe objects in a higher degree, and on a more ſolid foundation, 
than ever has been done by any other government in any cher 
country, where or what can be the praQtical ground of argument 
for introducing any change or reform in the Conſtitution of the 
country? 

*The honourable gentleman has aſked us, whether the Houſe 
of Commons, in point of fact, has been found to be in uniſon with 
the ſentiments and feelings of the people? In anſwer to this, I 
will aver, that, with very few exccptions, it will be found that the 
Parliament for the laſt century has ſpoken the ſentiments of the 
Nation ; and that during no period of the century has the Parlia- 
ment been ſo completely in uniſon with the feelings and ſentiments 
of the country, as during the laſt eighteen years. Sir, I will not 
go into any detail of any former period; but I will contend, that 
all the wars in which we have been engaged have bcen popular in 
the commencement ; that the American war in the beginning was 

* Uecidedly and unequivocally approved of by the great body of the 
nation; and that when the ill ſucceſs which attended it created a 
change in the public opinion, that change was communicated to 
this Houſe. With reſpect to the preſent war, the honourable gen- 
tleman has alluded to the ſpeech of a right honourable friend of 
mine (Mr. Dundas), to prove that the Miniſters were forced into a 
negogiation by the unequivocal opinion of the people, againſt thor 
on opinion, and againſt the opinion of this Honſe, Sir, I do not 
recollect what were the expreſſions of my right honourable friend, 
but I poſitively deny the inference which the honourable gentleman 
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would draw from them: I believe it will be admitted by every one, 
that no war was more popular at its commencement than the pre- 
ſent. I agree, that, at a certain period of it, when ſome changes 
had taken place in the internal ſtate of France, and when the ſyſtem 
of terror was ſuppoſed to be overthrown—T agree that at that time 
different ſhades of opinion cxiited amongſt thoſe who had ſupported 
the war, reſpedting the policy which, under thoſe circumſtances, it 
would be moſt prudent for this Country to adopt; but I am con- 
fident that a great majority of the Country, as well as ot this Houſe, 
placed full and entire confidence in His Majeſty's Minifters. I do 
not admit that there was, on that oceaſion, any diſcordance or diſ- 
agreement between the People and Government, on the ſubje& of 
the negociations which were entered upon at Paris and at Liſle: it 
was impoſſible, indeed, that His Majeſty's Miniſters ſhould not feel 
the riſk to which the ſucceſsful termination of thoſe negociations 
would have expoſed the Country, but they were reduced to the 
neceſſity of chooſing between two evils ; and both the Govern- 
ment and the Country felt, that as the ſtate of Europe at that time 
would allow them to expect no aſſiſtance from any of thoſe powers 


* who had been our allies at the commencement of the conteſt, and 


as the war could only be carried on by extraordinary exertions, ſo 
that great and unuſual ſacrifices muſt be demanded from the People 
for that purpoſe, it was wiſe in the firſt inſtance to try the effect of 
negociation, by an offer of fair and moderate terms of peace; yet ſo 
far were Miniſters frum differing with the People on this occaſion, 
that they anticipated the ſenſe of ihe People, and I believe in my 
conſcience that they entered into negociation as ſcon as the majority 
of the Country could have wiſhed. 

Sir, the honourable gentleman has alluded to the ſtate of the 
influence of the Crown in the American war, and to the reſolution 
voted by the Houſe at that time, "That the influence of the 
Crown had increaſed, was increaſing, and ought to be diminiſhed ;” 
a vote which the honourable gentleman ſeems to think was not at- 
tended with thoſe conſequences which ought to have reſulted from 
it. In the year 1782, however, a bill was introduced into this 
Houſe, and paſſed by the Legiſlature, for reducing the influence of 
the Crown; and a ſpirit of internal Reform has prevailed in the 
Government from that time to the preſent, I hold in my hand a 
paper, which ſhows that, in the year 1778, the number of Mem- 
bers in this Houſe poſſeſſing. places under Government, including 
contractors, amounted to 118 : in the year 1800, the number of 
Members holding places amounts only to 52 : fo that within theſe 
twenty years there has been a diminution of the influence of the 
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Crown, in this Houſe, ariſing from places and contracts, of more 
than one half. 

« I come now to the application of this queſtion to the Union 
with Ireland; and I am ready to agree, that I ſhould act incon- 
fiſtently with the principles I have ſtated, if I did not confeſs, that, 
looking to the ſubjeR abſtractedly, I regret the neceſſity of making 
any change at all in the Conſtitution of this Houſe. As long as 
the queſtion reſpected Great Britain alone, no man could be more 
hoſtile to any innovation in the Conſtitution of Parliament than 
myſelf: but the peace and ſecurity of Ireland, the integrity and 
ſtrength of the Britiſh empire, makes it neceſſary to have recourſe 
to meaſures which on any other ground I ſhould think highly ob- 
jectionable. If, then, to incorporate the two countries, it becomes 
indiſpenſable that ſome change ſhould take place in the Conſtitution 
of Parliament, it is important to provide that that change ſhould be 
as ſmall as poſſible, and ſhould be made on the leaſt objed ionable 
grounds. It is a ſtrong preſumption in favour of the reſolution 
now propoſed, and the principles on which it is founded, that many 
great authorities, who had been inimical to every other ſpecies of 
Parliamentary Reform, have been of opinion that it was adviſable 
to increaſe the number of County Members, or Landed Repreſenta- 
tives; and I have never talked with any perſon who was the 
greateſt enemy to Reform, who did not prefer, of all the plans ſug- 
geſted, that which tended to increaſe the number of County Mem- 
bers, without affeQing the preſent ſtate of the Borough Repreſenta- 
tion. Parliamentary Reform is certainly a wide exprefſion ; it 
may ſignify, when uſed by ſome, only a ſmall modification in the 
manner of election; and it may ſignify, when uſed by others, a 
total change or ſubverfion of the preſent conſtitutional repreſenta- 
tion of the kingdom: hence even thoſe who, generally ſpeaking, 
profeſs themſelves the friends of Reform, have differed as eſien- 
tially from each other, as any of them differ from thoſe who have 
been conſtantly inimical to it. Some of the Reformers have pro- 
poſed univerſal ſuffrage : ſome have been deſirous of giving the 
right of ſuffrage to all houſcholders ; a ſyſtem which, if not equally 
extenſive, is in principle equally dangerous and repugnant to the 
Conſtitution as that of univerſal ſuffrage : I ſay, that it is equally 
dangerous and repugnant to the Conſtitution, becauſe both theſe 
plans would have the ſame effe& of eſtabliſhing population as the 
baſis of repreſentation, and not property. With perſons who en- 
tertain cither of theſe opinions, I have no ideas in common, and 
to theſe therefore I can have nothing to ſay; I wiſh to addreſs 
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myſelf to thoſe who have been ſupporters of more moderate plans 
of Reform. What has been the great argument which they have 
adduced in favour of County and againſt Borough repreſentation? 
Firſt, they have ſaid, that the repreſentatives of counties muſt 
(except from accident) be perſons of conſiderable property and in- 
floence in the country, a ſecurity which you cannot have for 
borough repreſentatives ; ſecondly, that though many very opulent, 
reſpectable and independent Members may be found amongſt the 
repreſentatives of cluſe boroughs, yet that the ſituation in which 
they are placed in this Houſe is very different from perſons of the 
former deſcription. County Members owing their elections to 
large bodies of men, muſt feel themſelves dependent upon them for 
the continuation of their ſcats in this Houſe, and are liable to be in- 
fluenced, in conſequence, by the ſentiments, feelings, and opinions of 
thoſe whom they repreſent : theſe are the moſt weighty arguments 
uſed by the moderate reformers in favour of what they have pro- 
poſed. Thoſe who have oppoſed all Parliamentary Reform have 
always urged, that no practical evil was experienced from the preſent 
ſtate of repreſentation ; and that though in theory the inequality of 
our repreſentation might be conſidered as an objection, no grievance 
in fact aroſe out of it: and a great and celebrated author (Mr. 
Burke) has obſerved, that this very inequality might have the effect 
of making us, what we are, and ought to be, a deliberative Council 
and Aſſembly, and not an Aſſembly of Deputies ſpeaking only the 
ſentiments of the diſtricts by which they were elected. Let us 
now ſee what is the plan of repreſentation propoſed for Ireland : 
ſixty.-four Members out of one hundred are to be elected by 
counties; two by Dublin; two by Corke; one by the Univerſity of 
Dublin; four or five by boroughs where popular elections prevail; 
the remainder by the principa! towns, in many of which, however, 
the election is confined to a ſmall number of perſons. It appears, 
then, that three-fourths of the repreſentatives from Ireland at leaſt 
will be elected in ſuch a manner as to meet the ideas of every mo- 
derate reformer, by ſecuring the election of perſons who are of the 
greateſt property and independence in that kingdom, and who will 
be choſen by large bodies of men, and conſequently ſubject to popu- 
lar influence and control: I leave it therefore to the Houſe to de- 
termine, whether it is not rather to be apprehended that this meaſure 
will have the effect of adding to the influence of the People in the 
Conſtitution, and not to that of the Crown. 1 agree that the in- 
fluence of the Crown ought certainly to be kept within bounds ; 
but I never yet heard any perſon affert in this Houſe, that, to a 
certain extent, it was not neceſſary : the hunourable gentleman has 
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ſtated, that he ſhould have been ſatisfied with the Conſtitution as it 
ſubſiſted during the firſt fifty years of the century; yet, during more 
than twenty of thoſe years, a Miniſtry were in poſſeſſion of power, 
who, whether juſtly or not I will not pretend to fay, have been 
ſtigmatized more than any other for having introduced a complete 
ſyſtem of corruption, and tor having increaf.d the influcnce of the 
Crown, to the prejudice of the rights and privileges of this Houſe: 
and yet this Government was oppoſed by the greater part of the 
Scotch Members, who have been repreſented by the hononrablec gen- 
tleman as the univerſal ſupporters of all Miniſters. It is fingular 
that the Adminiſtration of Sir Robert W.ipoic, to which I have 
alluded, is to this day proveri1il ior influcnce and corruption; and 
this is the period to which the hynourable gentleman would refer us, 
as to the Golden Age of the Conſiitution. It ſho!tid be conſidered, 

however, that the influence of he Crown, *}-.her it be niore or 
leſs, carries always an antidote along with it, If chere are thok 
who may be ſuppoſed to ſupport Government from having places, 
there are others who may be ſuppoſed ti opp vic it from having been 
refuſed places. Indeed, Sir, if the hiſtory of tice tranſactions 
were known, I believe it would be fund that tha proportion of 
the latter claſs to the former would be muci greater than is com- 
monly imagined : I ſtate this as one antidote h the influence of the 
Crown ; and if, as the honourable genticman ſays, poſſeſſion and 


expectation tell for ſomething, diſappointinent ſurely ought not to be 
forgotten in the account. 


[ Commoxs, 


Sir, I repeat, that when we conſider the deſcription of perſons | 


who will be introduced by the Union into this Houſe---when we 
conſider their fortune, their independence, and thcir ſubjection to 
popular control, we cannot ſuppoſe that ſuch an addition will in any 
degree affect the popular influence in the Conſtitution, I have 
already ſaid, that I ſhould prefer that no change whatever were 
made in the Conſtitution of this Houſe : but we muſt weigh and 
compare evils; we muſt recolle& that a great good can rarely be 

obtained without running ſome riſk : an increaſe of numbers to 
this Houſe is certainly an inconvenience, but an increaſe to a 
limited extent appears to me to be in itſelf a leſs evil than any 
other change which could be propoſed ; and ſuch was the opinion 
of many wiſe men, even at a time when no neceſſity of the preſent 
nature exiſted for it. I am ſenſible that Government is a machine 
of ſo delicate a ſtructure, that it is impoſlible either to add or take 
away the number of 1 00 Members without ſome apprehenſions. But 
when we conſider that an addition of Members of one deſcription 
neceſſarily grows out of the meaſure of Union; when we reflec on 
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the manner in which theſe Members are to be choſen, . and how 
impoſſible it is to. form before-hand any decided opinion of the 
preciſe effect which their introduction into this Houſe will pro- 
duce; it is ſurely more wiſe, with the experience we have of the 
conduct of this Houſe, with the knowledge of its character, and the 
proofs of its wiſdom, to leave it, in other reſpeQs, conſtituted as it 
is, and to take our chance of the inconvenience of an increaſe of 
our numbers, rather than make an alteration ſo complicated as that 
which the honourable gentleman has propoſed. I am not ſurpriſed 
that the zealots for Parliamentary Reform ſhould take this opportu- 
nity to make a motion in its favour ; but I think that this very 
meaſure of Union will be confidcred, by thoſe who are friends to 
Reform only on moderate principles, as a ground for renouncing or 
ſuſpending their opinion ; and I am perfectly convinced, that every 
perſon who entertains the ſame ſentiments with me upon the ſubject 
of Reform, and who conſiders the great benefits which the Country 
enjoys under the Conſtitution of Parliament as eſtabliſhed at pre- 
ſent, will feel it deſirable that the change which muſt be made in 
our Conſtitution on this occaſion ſhould be no > greater than is in- 
diſpenſably neceſſary. 

The honourable gentleman is fond of talking of the Conflitu- 
tion of the Country as it ſtood at the Revolution. Sir, the princi- 
ples of that glorious event I admire and adore. I admire them 
not only for the vigour, the firmneſs, and the ſpirit which our an- 
ceſtors diſplayed in going the length they did, but for the prudence, 
the wiſdom, and the caution they evinced in not going farther, 
The principles of the Revolution have been brought forward in 
defence of general reſiſtance : our anceſtors, however, were cautious 
that thoſe meaſures ſhould not be adduced in juſtification of any but 
ſuch an extreme caſe as that of the Revolution itſelf. They en- 
deavoured to word the famous reſolution by which the Throne was 
declared to be vacant, in ſuch a manner as to make it no precedent 
for future ages. They ſhewed, in the whole of their conduct on 
that memorable occaſion, that the caſe before them was that which 
alone occupied their attention, and that their object was to reform 
practical grievances, and not to lay a foundation for dangerous 
ſpeculative improvements. The honourable gentleman - ſays, that 


he is ſatisfied with the Conſtitution as it Rood at the Revolution. 


Does he think, I would aſk, that the influence of the People WAS 
one-tenth part ſo great then as it is at preſent? I do not mean to 
trace the progreſs of the Conſtitution from diftant periods; but 
we all know that the powers of Parliament were, in former times, 


rather occaſional than permanent; and I think it will be allowed, 
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that It is only fince the Revolution that this Houſe has become a 
conſtantly operative and conſtituent part of the Government. It waz 
the opinion of a very great and wiſe man who formerly filled the 
chair which you now fill with ſo much honour to yourſelf and 
advantage to this Houſe and the Country, I ſay it was the opinion 
of Mr. Onflow, whoſe ſituation peculiarly enabled him to form a 
correct and impartial judgment on the ſubject, that the Septennial 
AQ, however objectionable it had been in principle, had tended 
moſt materially to increaſe the power of the Houſe of Commons 
in the Conſtitution. If the power of the Houfe of Commons has 
increaſed, the influence of the People over the Houſe of Commons 
has not increaſed in a leſs proportion : this influence has increaſed 
from many cauſes, which are accidental; from the general diffuſion 
of wealth and knowledge, and from the facility of communication 
between the moſt diſtant parts of the country : but it has increaſed 
very peculiarly of late years, from cauſcs to which, on any other 
occaſion, I could not very regularly allude, from the doors of this 
Houſe bcing open to the People, and from the conſtant publication 
of your debates. Theſe laſt circumſtances have had the effect of 
making the People partics, as it were, to all the meafures of Parlia- 
ment, even before they are decided, in a degree and to an extent 
which many wiſe men have thought objectionable. 

« If the honourable gentleman will reflect on all theſe things, it 
he will ſum up the total, he will find that the influence of the 
People upon this Houſe, and upon all the branches of Government, 
and the influence of the Houſe upon the Crown, is much more 


{Commoxs, 


conſiderable than it was at any former period. This increaſe of 


popular power I am far from regretting. I feel the privileges of 
this Houſe to be the beſt ſecurity of the liberties of the people; J 
know them to have been a principal caufe of our glory and proſpe- 
rity, and the great ſource of that energy and ſtrength which have 
enabled us to ſupport the preſent arduous conteſt. Under the ex- 
iſting conſtitution of the Houſe of Commons, we have experienced, 
curing the laſt eighteen years, the greateſt increaſe of profperity and 
power: look at the ten years of peace that preceded the preſent war, 
you will find a period of tranquillity, proſperity, and commercial 
improvement, totally unexampled in the hiſtory of any other 
country: look to the laſt eight years, you will ſee what gigantic 
exertions the Country has been able to make ; what energy, what 
vigour At has diſplayed ; how, by means of its internal ſtrength and 
reſources, it has riſen in ſpite of all the attempts of its enemies; 
and how it will yet ſave the world, if the world will be ſaved. 


We have ſcen theſe things; and can we then reſtain from clier iſſ.- 
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ing the Conſtitution, and from feeling a repugnance to any change 
which circumſtances do not render unavoidable ? 6 

«« ] agreed very much with what was ſtated by the honourable 
gentleman on a former night, that the evils reſulting from faQiqns 
and party ſpirit were the neceffary conſequence of a free Govern- 
ment, and that me could not expect to enjoy the bleſſings without 
at the ſame time partaking of the incenveniences of ſuch a ſyſtem. 
No good in this worid is pure and unmixed. Factions are the evils of 
free Governments; but experience has proved to us, that with a people 
of the reflecting character and the ſober ſenſe of the people of 
England, the evils are inconſiderable in proportion to the benefits. 
There may, however, be countries differently circumiianced, where 
the di ſadvantages may more than counterbalance the advantages, 
and may even make the enjoyment of thoſe. advantages, or of any 
other good, imprattigable: for we muſt not give into the principles 
of the new philoſophy, which, as they aſſume that all men are equal, 


ſeem alſo to aſſume that all nations are the ſame. Ireland ap- 


pears to be in a ſituation ſomewhat of this kind; the religious ſeuds 
that have ſubſiſted there for ſo many years, the ſtate of the public 
mind in that country, the jealouſies on the ſubject of property, the 
recollection of the paſt, and the apprehenſions for the future, make 
it impoſſible for Ireland to bear the colliſion of contending fac- 
tions, without ruin to her peace, and ultimate deſtruction to her 
government. Let this Union take place —all Iriſh party will be 
extinguiſhed ; there will then be no parties, but the parties of the 
Britiſh empire. The ſtrength of Great Britain, the conſtitution 
of her Parliament, will, I am perſuaded, enable her to keep all ſuch 
parties in ſubjeRion, and to ſecure to every member of the empire 
the poſſefſion of its religion, its property, and its laws. Such a 
Union will give integrity and harmony to our whole ſyſtem, and 
will make Ireland, in any future conteſt, if ever we ſhall be en- 
Gged in one of ſo arduous a nature as the preſent, which God 
avert! a ſource of incalculable energy, ſtrength, and ſupport to this 
kingdom.“ | 

Sir WILLIAM YOUNG ſaid, that he felt himſelf irreſiſtibly 
called upon by what had fallen from gentlemen, to ſay a few words 
on the queſtion of this night; and firſt he would animadvert upon 
what was ſaid on the ſubject of Reform, and the more eſpecially as 
many gentlemen now preſent were not in the Houſe at the time 
when this queſtion was firſt introduced and agitated in that Houſe, 
It contained a few critical points which ought to be underſtood 


\ and explained, and that for the purpoſe of impreſſing a true and 


adequate idea of it on the minds of younger men, who ſhould be 
33 2 
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well informed and truly enlightened on points eſſential to the Con- 
ſtirution. "The honourable gentleman (Mr. Grey) faid, that the 
clofe boroughs ſhould be withdrawn, for the purpoſe of making 
room for the Members of the new Parliament. "Theſe, ſo far, he 
thought, from being withdrawn, ſhould remain, as being eſſentially 
of the Conſtitution, as growing out of and forming the original 
plan of its independence. Let it be remembered, that the forty- 
ſhilling freeholder, little as he may appear now, was formerly with 
that freehold a little gentleman ; and that by means of thoſe free. 
holds the Conſtitution grew up and preſerved its independence un- 
der all the mutations of property. In deſtroying thoſe torotighs, 
the freedom of the country may be deſtroyed, and the balance of 
power thrown from the landed into the commercial concerns of the 
country. When this queſtion of Parliamentary Reform ' was dif. 
cutſed, now fifteen years ſince, the then Solicitor General aſked, 
whether there was any man in that Houſe who could ſtand up and 
oppoſe the introduction af County Members in the place of the 
Members for what were denominated rotten boroughs ? I then had 
reſolution to ſtand up and oppoſe that which I well knew carried 
with it an immenſe evil.” With reſpect to the motion of the 
honourable gentleman (Mr. Grey), he could not directly negative 
It ; but he would move on it the previous queſtion, becauſe he 
thought a motion -cautioning Parliament in its proceedings to be 
on its guard againſt an abuſe of its power, was derogatory to the 
feelings of the Houſe, and ſuch as collaterally involved in it the 
queſtion of Parliamentary Reform. On the queſtion of adding 
100 Members to the repreſentative body, he would defer his 
opinion, as he ſhould have an opportunity of ſpeaking on that in the 
Committee. The queſtion now moved he conſidered highly dero- 
gatory to the honour of the Houſe, and for that reaſon he would 
wiſh to get rid of it by the previous queſtion. 

Mr. SPEAKER ſaid, that the mode of proceeding propoſed by 
the honourable Baronet, did not appear to him likely to anſwer the 
end he had in view: for, although the motion of the previous 
queſtion were to be adopted, it would not prevent a ſimilar-inſtruc- 
tion to that which was now propoſed from being again moved in 
the Committee, eſpecially as it was likely that this nne upon 
His Majeſty's meſſage would fit again. 

Sir W. YOUNG did not think the reaſon adduced was ſuf- 
ficiently ſtrong to bring him to relinquiſh his propoſition ; for he 
ſhould hope that the candour and moderation which diftinguiſhed 


[ Commons, 


the ſpeech of the honourable gentleman who made the motion, 
would induce him not to repeat it, ſhould it appear that the ſenſe 
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of the Houſe was apainſt it; in that hope at leaſt he would perkile 
in moving the previous queſtion, 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that it was not his intention to 
enter generally into the queſtion; but he could not help ſaying, that 
he was not ſorry that the honourable Baronet had made his motion 
for the previous queſtion. , He certainly coincided in opinion with 
the honourable Baronet, that any general inſtruction for guarding 
or proteQing the independence of Parliament was totally unneceſ- 
farv. For his part, he could not ſee on what grounds the honour- 
able Member could think of moving an inſtruction to the Com- 
mittee. He certainly might have obtained every object he ſeemed 
to have in view, by moving a clauſe in ſpeaking to the reſolution 
in the Committee, equally as well as by way of inſtruction. There 
was nothing which could prevent him from introducing the ſame 
ſubje& in the Committee ; and therefore, on the grounds on which 
the honourable Baronet had made his motion, he, for one, would 
ſupport it, as he thought with the honourable Baronet, that ſuch an 
inſtruction, to guard the independence of Parliament, was but a 
forry compliment, to fay the leaſt of it, to the attention of that Par- 
liament to one of its firſt and moſt eſſential duties. He therefore 
thought it neceſſary to trouble the Houſe thus far with his ſenti- 
mers as to the propristy of the previous queſtion. As to the prin- 
cipal argument on the ſubject of the honourable gentleman's mo- 
tion, after the very able, eloquent and judiciqus anſwer, and com- 
plete refutation which had been given to it by his noble friend, he 
thought it altogether unneceſſary to ſuggeſt one ſingle idea in ad- 
dition. His noble friend had done it fuch ample juſtice, that for 
him to ſay a ſyllable on that ſubject would be a mere waſte of the 
time of the Houſe. 

Mr. BOUVERIE faid a few words in favour of the previous 
queſtion. 

Dr. LAURENCE ſtated himſelf to have always been a ſteady 
and uniform enemy tc a Reform in Parliament. He remembered, 
however, the right honourable gentleman (Mr. Pitt's) plan for the 
addition of 100 County Members. He thought the alteration of 
ſentiment which the right honourable gentleman had avowed on a 
former night, as to a Parliamentary Reform, reflected the higheſt 


honour on him, and ſhewed that he ſcorned to ſuffer any idle vanity, 


or the prepoſſeſſion and prejudice of early- formed opinion, to have 
the ſmalleſt weight in oppoſition to the welfare of his country. On 
theſe grounds, therefore, he could not but look with a jealous eye to 
the admiſſion of 100 Members from Ireland. What is this 
to be called? Is it the admiſſion of 100 County Members of 
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England? No. Is it the admiſſion of 100 County Members of 
Ireland? No.—lt is the admiſſion of 100 Members, ones third 
of which are to be choſen for boroughs and other places, by ng 
means fo likely to be independent as County Members are.” He 
objected to the number of 20 perſons being allowed to fit in the 
United Parliament, who held places under the Iriſh Government, 
It was not a fair proportion, being a fifth of 100, and in the 
Engliſh Parliament the number of placemen in tue Houſe did nd 
amount to an eleventh part. Every one who voted for 100 County 
Members in E igiand, ought to vote againſt 1 00 Members to be ſo 
choſen as the Iriſh Members were. 
Mr. BOU VERIE ſpoke to order, and contended that the pre. 
vious queſtion ſhould be put; but, | 
Doctor LAURENCE, being deſired to proceed, ſaid, that when 
a new Parliament was about to be formed, there was the ftrongeft 
reaſon for being ſtrenuous in guarding againſt influence. The baſis 
of population and contribution were ſuch as had never 'been heard 
of till this moment: Cromwell had, indeed, in one or two in- 
ſtances, ated upon contribution; but certainly landed property was 
the real baſis of the Britiſh Conſtitution. He did not know whether 
he ſhould go the whole length of the reſolution of the honourable 
gentleman near him, if he carried his motion ; but he would vote 
for it, becauſe it tended to convey that caution which was ſo eſſen- 
tially neceſſary. | 
Mr. WILBERFORCE.—“ I ſhall not, Sir, detain the Houſe 
by entering into any length of argument on the preſent queſtion; I 
eannot, however, give a filent vote on the occaſion, but muſt ſtate 
my opinion to be, that by the important change of adding 100 
Members to this Houſe, there cannot fail to be, in conſequence, 
2 very confiderable addition to the influence of the Crown. I 
know very well, that many attempts have been made ſince the bills 
of Reform had been paſſed on this head, by my right honourable 
friend and his colleagues in Adminiftration, to lefſen this influ- 
ence, as theſe acts direct; but notwithſtanding all this, I am per- 
fectly convinced, that from the great increaſe of our national debt, 
from the extenſion of our commerce, the great increaſe of our army 
and navy, and various other cauſes which it is not neceflary to enu- 
merate particularly, this influence is now become far greater than ever 
it was before. I cannot therefore but be of opinion, that the ad- 
miſſion of ſuch a number of Iriſh Members into the Britiſh Houſe 
of Commons will very greatly add to that influence ; which in- 
duces me to ſupport the motion made by the honourable gentleman 
coppoſite to me, for an inſtruction to the Committee. At the ſame 
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time give me leave to add, that while I ſtate this, I declare I never 
felt my mind more tremulouſly uncertain than on the preſent occa- 
ſon. I have in the early part of my life zealouſly ſupported the 
cauſe of a Reform in Parliament, and particularly of the plan of 
my right honourable friend. Much undoubtedly has paſſed in the 
courſe of ſixteen years, which welt may juſtify my honourable 
friend for any change which may have taken place in his opinion 
on that head, much more in fixteen ſuch years as he has paſſed. 
An alteration, however, it ſeems, muſt be made. Is it not peſſible 
that modifications may be made in it? I think and hope there 
may, [I think it may be done by leſſening (if I may be permitted 
ſo to call it) the machinery of Government] mean by leſſening 
the number of places held under Government. Theſe places muſt 
certainly have had leſs influence in a body of three hundred than 
they will in twenty, which form a fifth of the whole number of 
Members to be returned to the United Parliament from Ireland. I 
think alſo, Sir, that there will be a great difference between their voting 
in Dublin and in London : from a great diſtance, the expences of 
travelling, and the very great difference in the price of all the neceſ- 
faries of life in this country to what they bear in Ireland, I fear 
we ſhall not have the ſame number of gentlemen of independent 
characters returned for counties to the, United Parliament to be 
held in this country, as they have been uſed to have in the Iriſh 
Houſe of Commons, when the fittings were held in Dublin. For 
theſe important reaſons, therefore, Sir, I feel it neceſſary, though 
with great diffidence, to vote for che motion made by ths honourable 
gentleman oppoſite to me. 

Mr, I. H. BROWNE ſaid, he would vote againſt the previous 
queſtion, merely to give a direct negative to the motion made by 
the honourable gentleman; which was wholly unneceſſary, as he 
did not believe there ever was a Parliament more independent than 
this, or more attentive to the duties entruſted to it. He main- 
tained, that though the influence of the Crown increaſed, yet that of 
the People increaſed in a ſtill greater proportion. He approved of 
the principles of the Union, and thought it would give ſolidity and 
ſecurity to the empire. 

Mr. BouveR1s wiſhed the honourable Baronet would withdraw 
his motion for the previous queſtion. 

Mr. SPEAKER —<« Sir, I cannot allow a motion to be with 
drawn that has never been in poſſeſſion of the Houſe. The mo- 
tion-was made, but not ſeconded.” 

Mr. BOUVERIE faid, he roſe with an intention of ſeconding 
the motion for the previous queſtion, but had becn prevented; as 
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he did not ſuppoſe the right honourable gentleman (Mr. Pitt) woyly 
have ſupported a motion that was not ſeconded. No man, he aig 
wiſhed more for an Union with Ireland than himſelf, and he did got 
laak very nicely into the means. He certainly meant to ſecond the 
previous queſtion. 

Mr. SPEAKER—< The honourable Member ſeems not t 
apprehend the ſtatement I have made of the previous queſtion, 
rather my comment on it, which was, that the previous queſtion 
only went to ſay, this motion ſhall not now be put; but at the ſame 
time implies, that a ſimilar motion may be made in the ſame Com. 
mittee at a future. time ; and therefore it did not anſwer the end 
which the honourable Member who moved the previous queſtion 
had in view.” 

Mr. GREY faid, that he did not wiſh to claim the privileg: 
which: he believed he had of making a reply; as he was perfect 
cantented with the diſcuſſion that the ſubject had undergone. He 
would merely advert to one or two points which ſeemed to be mi- 
underſtood. It certainly would be better to negative his motion 
directly than to move the previous queſtion. He did not under- 
ſtand that the right honourable gentleman had found any fault with 
the motion itſelf, but had merely faid that it was unneceflary to 
make it. He had made it becauſe he wiſhed the buſineſs to be 
introduced with all poſſible ſeriouſneſs and folemnity. Beſides, he 
cquld not eaſily have moved it as an amendment in. the Committee; 
as the firſt part of the reſolution was, that 100 Iriſh Member 
ſhould be introduced into the Houſe of Commons. To that num- 
ber he did not object: he only wiſhed that ſome arrangement ſhould 
be made to render their introduction uninjurious to the Britiſh Con- 
ſtitution. If his motion was carried, the number would of courſe 
he reduced to 8 5; but if it was determined that the Britiſh Houſe 
of Commons ſhould conſiſt of 5 58 Members, he could not obje& 
to Ireland ſending ro. He would with to ſet an honourable gen- 
tlemarr right, who ſaid; that his object in this motion was Parlia- 
- mentary Reform. His motion had no ſuch object. He wiſhed 
that it had, as every day's experience proved that it had become ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary, and that it alone would ſave the Conſtitution and 
the Country from perifhing. But the motion only went to keep the 

Parliament i in its preſent ſtate: indeed it ſcarcely went ſo far, 3 
ne was much afraid that; although it was "carried, the" influence of 
© the Crawn would be greatly incteaſed by the Union. "Since he had 
failed in all his attempts to make Parliament better, he was now 
only attempting to prevent it from becoming Wofſe. It. was by no 
- means fair, in eſtimating the influence of the Crown, to conlider the 
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number of Members of Parliament who hold offices under Govern- 


ment. Many Members procured offices for their relations and 
dependents, and it was a well known fact that many offices were 
often held by one individual. A right honourable gentleman, 
whom he did not then ſee in his place, was Preſident of the Board 
of Controul, Treaſurer of the Navy, Secretary of State, and held, 
he was told, ſeveral offices in Scotland. He would conclude by 
ſtating, that his object at preſent was not Parliamentary Reform, 
but merely to preſerve Parliament in its preſent condition. To a 
motion which had ſuch a tendency he could ſee no objection, and 
he hoped it would be approved of by a great majority of the 
Houſe. s 

The Houſe divided on the original motion of Mr. GREY — For 
the motion, 34; Againſt it, 176. Majority 142. 

The Houſe then reſolved itſelf into a Committee of the whole 
Houſe, to take into further conſideration His Majeſty's moſt gracious 
meſſage on the ſubject of the Union; Mr. DoucLas in the 
Chair. ; | 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, he had opened the ſubject al- 
ready under general heads, and he was not aware that any 
thing more need be added in that reſpect. What he had now to 
call the attention of the Houſe to, related to a ſuppoſed infiuence of 
the Crown, by the introduction of a number of perſons holding 
offices under the Crown. His object at preſent was, to limit the 
number of ſuch perſons a little more preciſely than was provided in 
the reſolutions agreed to by the Iriſh Parliament, and this he ſhould - 
propoſe to be done conformably to the ideas he threw out on this 
ſubje the ether night, when he went over the general outline of 
the whole meaſure of the Union: for which purpoſe he had a clauſe 


© providing, © That until an act ſhould be paſſed in the Parliament 


of the United Kingdoms, ſtating in what caſes exceptions ſhall. be 
made, no greater number than 20 holding offices as aforeſaid, ſhall 
be capable of holding ſeats as Members in ſuch Parliament; and 
that if more than 20 ſuch perſons holding ſuch offices ſhall be re- 
turned as Members, then and in ſuch caſe, ſuch as have laſt ac- 
cepted offices ſhall vacate, until the number of ſuch perſons ſhall 
have been reduced to 20 ; ſo that no more than 20 perſons hold- 
ing ſuch offices ſhall be capable of fitting in the firſt United Parlia- 
ment,” This was the only amendment he had to offer on this 
head of the ſubiect: and he had now nothing more to do than to 
move it, and which he accordingly did. | 

The motion being put, 
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Mr. GREY ſaid, there were ſeveral amendments, which, as he had 
ſtated in his ſpeech before his motion for an inſtruction to the Com- 
mittee, he ſhould wiſh to move ; but to do which he was not at pre. 
ſent quite prepared, nor indeed did he think himſelf liable to any 
cenſure on that account, for the matter to which he referred was of 
difficult arrangement. But, as he was not then prepared, and as 
he did not wiſh to create delay, he would defer moving them till 
the report ſhould be brought up. He gave notice, that upon that 
occaſion he would oppoſe ſeveral proviſions of the reſolution. There 
was one, however, which he could not help now ſtrenuouſly oppoſing, 
viz. the limitation of the number of placemen who ſhould fit in 


the Houſe to 20. Thus one-fifth of the whole might hold places. 


According to a noble Lord's (Hawkeſbury) ſtatement there was 
only 5 2 placemen at preſent in the Britiſh Houſe of Commons, 
which did not conſtitute one-tenth part of the whole. What rea- 
ſon was there for this inequality? Was it not unfair and unjuſt? 
Would it not be much better to apply the ſame principle to the 
Members for both countries? He concluded by moving as an 
amendment, That inſtead of twenty the number of ten be 
inſerted.” 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, it would not be improper for him 


to ſhew how little induſtry had been uſed to increaſe the influence 


of the Crown, as had been ſtated. There were many offices tena- 
ble by Members of the Britiſh Houſe of Commons which were not 
actually held. As to the queſtion now before the Committee, he 
thought it was one in which a critical proportion or exact limita- 
tion was not to be expected, if indeed it could be defired. He 
had ſtated formerly two conſiderations upon this point; one was, 
that we could not exactly foreſee how many perſons holding offices 
ſhould be elected Members of Parliament for Ireland under the 
Union ; the other was, to guard againſt any jealouſy that might by 
poſſibility be entertained upon that ſubject, although in reality he 
ſaw no foundation for ſuch jealouſy. It was to guard againſt that 
inconvenience that he propoſed this clauſe ; but the Committee 
would obſerve, that this had no reference to a permanent regula- 
tion ; it might be altered in any manner by the Union Parliament, 
to- which he thought it would be wiſe to allow a certain ſhare of 
diſcretion on this as well as other points, which could only be well 


comprehended after certain experience. This clauſe did not ſtate 


how many the Members ſhould be who held places ; but, to avoid 


jealouſy, it ſtated a given point beyond which the praQice ſhould 
not be carried. What was the ground of the alteration propoſed 


by the honourable gentleman? Nothing more than that by poſſi- 
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bility the number of Iriſh Members holding places might exceed 
the ratio of thoſe who now hold places under the Crown and ſeats 
in the Britiſh Houſe of Commons. This was a critical exactneſs 
and a nicety of proportion which the ſubjet did not call for; and 


| this would appear more clearly, when it was conſidered that the 


Britiſh Houſe of Commons had by no means the whole number of 
placemen it might legally have ; nor did he think it ſuitable to the 
candour, liberality, or dignity of the Houſe to be too ſcrupulous in 
this particular, for it might poſſibly have the effect of making a per- 
ſon who had been advanced for a virtuous exertion of his talents, 
and who might be returned to fit in the Union Parliament, believe 
he ought either to reſign his office, which was the reward of his vir- 
tue, or vacate his ſeat, which was the pledge of his patriotiſm. He 
really thought, that permanent regulations upon this ſubjeA might 
ſafely be truſted to the diſcretion of the Union Parliament. There 
was another point that he knew not how to paſs unnoticed, which 
however he was not, in ſtrictneſs of order, entitled to bring for- 
ward now, becauſe it referred to what was faid in a former debate; 
with permiſſion, however, he would allude to it—he meant the 
ſubject of influence, as it was ſuppoſed to refer to the conduct of 
thoſe who voted for the Union in the Iriſh Parliament. The ho- 
nourable gentleman oppoſite to him had ſtated, that 116 Members 
who held offices under Government had voted for the Union : upon 
that ſubje& he had thought fit to make inquiry; and he could in- 
form the Houſe, that the honourable gentleman had preciſely 
doubled the number. The number altogether was 60 ; of which 
two voted againſt the Union: — ſo that the number of perſons hold- 
ing places, who voted for tie Union, was preciſely 58. 

Mr. GREY inſiſted that he had not overſtated the number; for 
that placemen and penſioners were only two clafſes, but that there 
were others who were under as much influence as theſe who had 
voted for the Union ; he would inſtance, that the caſes of Lord 
Ely and Lord Shannon might be conſidered in that light. The 
former of theſe was Teller of the Exchequer and Poſtmaſter Ge- 
neral, and had the filling up of ſeven ſeats in the Houfe of Com- 
mons ; Lord Shannon was Firſt Commiſſioner of the Treaſury, 
and had twelve or fourteen ſeats in the Houſe. Thus the influ- 
ence was much greater than he had ſtated, dos 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that as to penſioners the honour- 
able gentleman was inaccurate ; for there was in Ireland, as in 
England, a law by which penſioners, either for a term of years 
7 during pleaſure, were diſqualified from having ſeats in Far- 
lament, | ; 6 
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Mr. BANKS faid, he would not diſcuſs the influence of places 
in the Iriſh Houſe of Commons : ; but he was ready to bear teſti. 
mony to the juſtice and uprightneſs of Admiaiſtratien, There 
were many places incompatible with a ſcat in that Houſe, which 
were not held by Members of Parliament; as, for inſtance, the 
Judge of the Admiralty was not in Parliament. Notwithſtanding 
this diſpoſition of the Crown, he feared much for the independence 


[ComMoxs, 


of Parliament from the admiſſion of ſo many Iriſh Members. He 


did not know the amount of places tenable in Ireland ; but at all 
events, he was confident the number was ſuch as to leave the due 
proportion of placemen under 20, and therefore he could ſee no 
objection to the propoſition for reducing them. In this he was 
not influenced by any motive of partiality to England. Ireland, 
he admitted, ſhould be treated with the ſame liberality ; 3 and if the 
two countries were to unite, he wiſhed they ſhould do ſo on every 
principle of cordiality. He then applied himſelf to the original 


propoſition. An hundred Members in the Commons of the United 


Parliament were more than Ireland was fairly entitled to; and as 
he thought the influence of the Crown would be alarmingly increaſed 
by ſuch an addition, he conceived it a reaſon for reſtraining them 
to N fair proportion. The Union with Scotland was ftated as the 


great example, not only with regard to the principle, but the mode 


of carrying it into effect. - To be conſiſtent, the compariſon ſhould 
have been made with Scotland, and not with Great Britain. Now 
Ireland and Scotland were nearly equal in ſuperficial extent ; if 
there were any difference, he believed it was in favour of the latter, 
The population of Ireland, indeed, was greater, but certainly not 
in the proportion of 100 to 45. Even if the population of Ire- 
land were double that of Scotland, ſtill it would not entitle her to 
100 repreſentatives i in the Houſe of Commons; but in fact it only 
exceeded by one-fourth, or the like; and in the number of counties 
With reſpect to the Peerage of 
Ireland, he admitted i it to be extenſive ; but till it had no right to 


be made double that of-the Scotch Peerage in the United Parlia- 
ment, as propoſed to be done. Now, of the 32 Peers thus intended 
to be introduced from Ireland, 4 were Biſhops, to be elected by rota- 


tion of ſeſſions. How far this privilege will tend to make them bet- 
ter acquainted with their clergy, and render them more attentive to 
the duties of their calling, and the intereſts of their reſpective dio- 
ceſes ; in ſhort, what poſſible advantage was to be derived from the 


four itinerant Biſhops, was a queſtion which he felt himſelf unable to 
reſolve. Why, therefore, this liberality ſhould be exerciſed in fa- 


vour of Ireland, ſo far beyond what was extended to Scotland as tb 
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make the repreſentation of the Triſh Peerage double that of Scotland, 
and the number of her Commoners in the proportion of 100 to 
45, he was at a loſs to diſcover. Were the proportion right, he 
admitted that they could not be choſen in a more fair or popular 
manner. There was, however, one poſſible objection: many 
towns and places in Ireland, very populous, were in fact eloſe bo- 
roughs, ſuch as Belfaſt, Londonderry, &e. Now ſuppoſe the elec- 
tive franchiſe for London were confined to the Lord Mayor and 
Court of Aldermen, and that of Weſtminſter to the High Bailiff 
and a few other officers, the members returned for them would be 
called, as much as they. were at preſent, the repreſentatives of popu- 
lous cities. The difference, however, was very obvious; and in 
the ſame manner ſome of theſe populous towns in Ireland would 
not have a popular repreſentation. He therefore wiſned that the 
reſolution might not be filled up that night ; but that time ſhould. 
be given to aſccrtain the number of places tenable with a ſeat in 
that Houſe, and then ſtrike a fair proportion on a compariſon of it 
with the number of places fo tenable in Ireland. 

Mr. WINDHAM, felt great difficulty in entering upon the 
ſubject, as his honourable friend had explained it with a degree of 
clearneſs which made him deſpair of more complete elucidation. It 
reſolved itſelf into two queſtions : 1ſt, What ſhould be done finally? 
and, ſecondly, what ſhould be done in the firſt inſtance ? Now 
every body would ſee the propriety of reſerving the firſt point for 
the conſideration of the United Parliament ; and, indeed, it was 
impoſſible to follow any other courſe, as there were not materials, 


or the neceſſary information, for an immediate decifion. With 


reſpect to the ſecond queſtion, he thought it would be better to leave 
it unſettled altogether, If, indeed, from the deſcription of perſons 
who would probably conſtitute the 100 new Members from Ire- 
land, there was a chance of ſuch a number of placemen as might 
influence the number to be finally ſettled, it might be neceſſary to 
uſe ſome precaution ; but when it was known that the number would 
be too ſmall to excite ſuch apprehenſion, he thought it was due to 
delicacy to reje& all guard whatever. This was his opinion, and 
he had ſo ſtated it to his honourahle friend. However, as his ho- 
nourable friend had thought it prudent to impoſe ſome limitation, 
he approved of the number being eſtimated at the probable one 
that might be returned from Ireland, fo as to reduce no gentleman 
to the neceſſity of abandoning his repreſentation. It was merely, 
therefore, to meet the preſent fituation, that the proportion was 
firuck, and on this ground it had his approbation. Mr, Wind- 
ham then proceeded to refute Mr, Banks's ſtatement of the relative 
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| nnn The population of Ireland was 


double that of Scotland, and therefore the proportion of the Mem. 
bers in the preſent inſtance was right; but further, the contribution 
of Ireland was more than double: and as theſe two points com. 
bined formed the baſis of the proportion, it would be found to come 
as near the truth as poſſible. | | 

Mr. HARRISON expreſſed his fears that when theſe 20 Iriſh 
Members came over, with their places on their backs, ſome of the 
remainder of the 100 might procure a ſhare of thoſe latent offices 
which were ſaid that night to be compatible with a ſeat in that 


Houſe. Now, whether theſe 100 were to be limited to 20 place- 


men among them, or whether that number might not be increaſed 
to any extent by the grant of places here, were queſtions which he 
withed to hear decided. In the latter eveat, he thought this body 
of 100 Members would be the channel through which would flog 
the deſtruQion of the Country and the Conſtitution. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, that it could not be ſuppoſed but 
that when 100 Members came from Ireland, they would, like 
every other Member of the United Parliament, be eligible to any 
oifice which could be held by any Member; what was tenable to 
any other Member, would be tenable to them; it was of the eſ- 
fence of Parliamentary Repreſentation, that all its Members ſhould 
be equally capable of being nominated to any office by the Crown 


which a Member of Parliament may hold :—but it was whimſical 


indeed to ſay, that becauſe we did not give all the offices which 
Government had a right to give, to Britiſh Members of Parliament, 
they would inſtantly give them all to the Iriſh Members ; that 
would be a curious diligence in the increaſe of the influence of the 


_ Crown, and ſuch as he did not ſee the leaſt probability of exerciſing. 


It was inquired, how many in point of fact were tenable offices for 
a Member of Parliament ?—Upon this he could not help obſerving, 
that it was fit, in his opinion, that we ſhould admit a given number 
of Iriſh Members, whatever offices they might hold, (in this there 
was, in reality, no room for jealouſy,) rather than that Parliament 
ſhould tie itſelf up in the firſt inſtance to an unknown proportion on 
account of an imaginary evil : and as to giving an account of the 
number of offices that are tenable by a Member of Parliament in 
Ireland, it was not quite ſo eaſy a thing to comply with that requeſt 
as might be imagined ; for the only way of doing it, was to make 
out a liſt of all offices, and then to deduQ from them ſuch as are de- 
elared to be untenable by a Member of Parliament, for all ſuch 3 
are not ſpecifically declared to be untenable may be held, becaule 
every man was entitled to hold that which was not prohibited. He 


would not go into any nicety upon the ſuppoſed proportion which 
belonged to Ireland, as to the number of Members holding of- 
fices ; but he was confident that the fair proportion would be more 
than ten, and perhaps the exact number would be between fifteen 
and twenty, but it was a preciſion not worth the trouble of examin- 
ing, As to the ſubje& of Cloſe Boroughs, he never conſidered 
them, either in theory or practice, as a real grievance in this coun- 
try; ſtill leſs did he think ſo of the ſtate of Parliamentary Repre- 
ſentation in Ireland : the ſelection, however, upon that ſubjeR, 
refted with the Parliament of Ireland. He conſidered the nature 
of the place to be repreſented as a point of more importance than 
the mode of election; for he hoped it was not to be underſtood 
that the Members of a Cloſe Borough are indifferent to the local 
intereſt of their Conſtituents, any more than they are careleſs of 
the general intereſt of their Country ; there were abundant in- 
ſtances of the Repreſentatives of ſuch Boroughs being careful of 
both, and who had ſhewn themſelves as careful of the particular 
intereſt of the place they repreſented, as the Members who were 
returned for any of thoſe Boroughs which are vulgarly called 
« Potwalloping Boroughs,” and which, under all the openneſs of 
their election, were often more liable to rational objection than the 
Cloſe Boroughs. With regard to Ireland, it was impollible for him 
to ſpeak with certainty as to their real character, but he believed 
that of thoſe Boroughs which were to be retained there were nat 
above four or five that were cloſe. But on the ſubject of Biſhops 
from Treland, which his honourable friend had been pleaſed jocu- 
larly to call © Itinerant Biſhops,” he begged leave to tranſlate the 
word * itinerant” into © travelling,” and then it would follow, 
that an Triſh Biſhop, coming to London, was no more an itinerant 
Biſhop than the Biſhop of Durham or the Biſhop of Exeter was an 
itinerant Biſhop ; and as to the rotation, it appeared to him to be 
moſt favourable for the local purpoſe and advantage for which it was 
intended. | | 
Mr. BUXTON ſaid, he did not agree with thoſe gentlemen 
who were apprehenſive that the adoption of this meaſure would 
augment the influence of the Crown; he was rather inlined to 
think it would throw an additional weight into the democratic part 
of the Conſtitution. 1 | l 
General WALPOLE ſaid, it bad been ſtated by Lord Caſtle- 
reagh, that it was in contemplation to make a pecuniary compenſa- 
tion to thoſe who might be fuppoſed to ſuſtain any loſs by the diſ- 
franchiſement of the Boroughs in Ireland. He believed it was a 


matter of doubt by which country that compenſation was to be paid. | 
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Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, the only anſwer he could give to 
that queſtion was, that it was not his intention to my forward any 
propolition upon that ſubject. 

Doctor LAURENCE thought the difficulty attending a long 
abſence of the Biſhops from their dioceſe was as well got over as 
poſſible ; at the ſame time he was aware, that as the length of the 
ſeſſion depended entirely on his Majeſty's pleaſure, it might happen 
that ſome of them might not have even time to take their ſeats, 
He then proceeded to apply himſelf to the proportion that, he ſaid, 
ſhould be ſtruck on a compariſon with the population of Scotland, 
not now, but at the time of the Union, and alſo with the preſent 
population of Great Britain. There was a pamphlet written by a 
gentleman of the ſame profeſſion with himſelf, (Dr. Duigenan,) 


- which was trumpeted through the country, full of virulent abuſe 


againſt a late much eſteemed friend of his (Mr. Burke), but 
which vaniſhed * like the baſeleſs fabric of a viſion” before every 
man acquainted with his principles. The only thing worth notice 
in this book from beginning to end was, the eſtimate of the popula- 
tion of Ireland, which was allowed to be correctly ſtated at 
3,000,000, - From this and other conſiderations, he proceeded to 
ſhew, that the proportion of Ireland ought to be greater; and con- 
cluded with repeating his arguments on a former debate, relative to 
the anomalous ſtate of the Iriſh Peerage after the Union, in conſe- 
quence of the clauſe allowing them to diveſt themſelves of their 
rank, and fit in that Houſe as Repreſentatives of Great Britain. He 
alſo ſuggeſted the propriety of having the commencement and end. of 
the privileges of the Iriſh Members defined. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT repeated moſt of his previous 8 
The number of repreſentatives, he thought, was not very material; 
and the principal point to be conſidered was, whether it would be 
ſufficient to take care of the intereſts of the people ? Still, how- 
ever, it was neceflary to ſettle ſome number; and for that purpoſe 
he knew no baſis ſo proper as that which was adopted ; a combina- 
tion of the population and contribution. Of this he was convinced 
by the example of the Scotch Union, on which oceaſion theſe mix- 
ed criteria were adopted. As to the Biſhops, it was not likely the 
ſeſſions would ever be ſo ſhort as to produce the inconvenience al- 
luded to; and as to the commencement or termination of privi- 


leges, that was reſerved for future ſettlement in the -Iriſh Fan- 


"_— 
Nr. HOBHOUSE faid, that edſething the lateneſs of the hour 
2 the impatience of the Committee to come to a vote, he ſhould 


| — The amendment do the ar- 
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ticle now under conſideration related to a ſingle topic, namely, 


whether, among the 100 Members to be imported from the ſiſter 
kingdom, 20, or no more than 10 of them ſhould be Iriſh place- 
men; but gentlemen had entered into an argument upon ſeveral 
other points, \ 

It appeared to him that too much time had been employed in 
diſcufling the propoſed amendment. Whether 10 or 20 ſhould 
he the number was a matter of indifference to him, ſince this was 
not intended to be a permanent regulation. Immediately after the 


firſt mecting of the United Parliament, the limitation might, and 


he had no doubt would, be removed. Of what avail then was the 
preſent reſtriction? He was deſirous of making a remark or two, 
before he fat down, upon what had fallen from the right honour- 
able the Chancellor of the Exchequer. | The right honourable gen- 
tleman, treading in the ſteps of the Iriſh Secretary, had ſtated, that 
the number of Iriſh Members who were to be incorporated, viz. 
ioo, was in the ratio of the population and contribution of Great 
Britain and of Ireland; but he (Mr. Hobhouſe) contended, that 
Ireland would be entitled to a much larger number. He would 
not diſpute whether Lord Caſtlereagh was correct when he aſſerted 
the population of the two countries to be as two to one. He would 
take it for granted that he was accurate. In that cafe, fince no di- 
minution was to take place in the 558 now compoſing the Britiſh 
Repreſentatives, Ireland would have 279 Members in the Impe- 
nal Houſe of Commons. The contribution to be paid by Ireland, 
(for the Houſe ought to be governed, not by what ſhe had been ac- 
cuſtomed to pay, but by the ſettled proportion which ſhe was to ad- 
vance after the Union,) was 2-17ths, while Great Britain's part 
amounted to 15-1 7ths. According to that ratio, Ireland would 
ſend 74 Members. Now 74 and 279 made 353, and the medi- 
um was. 176, the number of Repreſentatives which Ireland might 
caim if the mean between population and contribution were 
choſen as the criterion. . But he was not deſirous of inſiſting that 
arithmetical nicety ſhould, upon ſuch an occaſion; be ſtrifly ob- 
ſerved; neither had he the leaſt wiſh, apprehending as he did fo 
much danger to the Conſtitution from the propoſed introdu ies ef 
10 Members, to make the ſmalleſt addition to the number: 2 ill 
There was another part of the right honourable gentleman's 
lpeech, which he begged leave to notice : The learned genileman 
who ſpoke laſt but one (Dr. Laurence), had offered ſome objee- 
tions to that part of the article which, excluded all Itiſu Tempora 
Peers, not being of the 28 who were to have ſeats in the Imperial 


Houſe, of Lords, from fitting in the Imperial Houſe of Commons, 
Vor. XI. 3 D 8 ; 


- 
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for any other than a Britiſh county or borough. The right ho. Mr 
nourable gentleman had replied, that this clauſe could not be a. ſidera 
tended with the © ſmalleſt practical diſadvantage; but he cer. M. 
tainly was under a miſtake. Lord Caſtlereagh, in his prefatory noura 
ſpeech to the articles, ſtated, that thoſe Engliſh Commoners who at pre 
had accepted Iriſh titles, were to continue to fit as Commoner,, be he: 
upon waving their privileges as Peers of Ireland ; but the article Coun 
itſelf allowed © every perſon holding an Irifh Peerage, now ſubſif. prop 
ing, or hereafter to be created, to ſerve for any county or borough he dic 
in Great Britain,” but not in Ireland. Thus an Iriſh Peer, or: urge 
native of that country, who had reſided there the greateſt part of his remal 

life, having large eſtates, and many connexions, might be eleQed to he ſt 
ſerve for Great Britain, of which he could have but little or no agree 

knowledge; and not for Ireland, with whoſe intereſts he muſt ne. M 
ceſſarily be well acquainted. What would be the conſequence «f ſeyer 
this abſurdity ? That an immenſe number of Iriſh Peers, who, ſee- * 
ing others elected to fit in the Imperial Houſe of Lords for life, V 
could entertain no other hope of becoming Legiſlators than by ob- the { 

_ taining ſeats in this Houſe for ſome Briti/h county or borough, mitte 
would negle& their own country, and ſpend all their time in Britain, _ 
endeavouring to cultivate a Parliamentary intereſt, and to finda lie 
way into the Imperial Houſe of Commons. As no other road to i of P 

- * ſuch diſtinction was open to them, this would be the inevitable con- 

' ſequence. Thus would the catalogue of abſentees, an evil which 1 
had long been loudly deplored in Ireland, be conſiderably increaſed, þ 
How then could the right honourable gentleman ſay, that no prac- B 
tical diſadvantage” would reſult from the preſent clauſe? E 

Mr. Chancellor PITT replied. | | E 
General LOFT Us deſired to ſay only a few words. — Some gen- 

tlemen had apprehended that Members for counties in Ireland were x 
choſen by twenty ſhillings a year frecholders ; but in fact there I 
were no other than forty ſhillings frecholders. ( 

Sir JAMES PULTENEY ſaid, that 100 Members added to 
that Houſe was a very awful conſideration ; he was of opinion, that | 
2 leſſer number would be better; and he ſhould never have given 


his conſent to the Union but as a matter of neceſſity, thinking that 
the circumſtances of the country required it at all events. 

Mr. WILBER FORCE aid, that as the reſolution was to pals, 
he ſhould rather vote for it as it ſtood, than make any ſpecific alter- 
_ ations in it. | 25 

Mr. Gxey's amendment was negatived without a diviſion. 

The fourth reſolution was then agreed to by the Committee: 
the Houſe was reſumed, and the report brought up. 
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Mr. TIERNEY aſked when the report would come under con- 
ſideration. | 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, he ſhould be glad to give the ho- 
nourable Member the information he required ; but he could not 
at preſent ſay. Several petitions were before the Houſe, praying to 
he heard by Counſel againſt ſome parts of the bill. He underſtood 
Counſel were to be heard on Monday. On Tueſday, he would 
propoſe the conſideration of the Commercial Propoſition ; and, as 
he did not underſtand that there would be any material objections 
urged againſt it, he was in hopes of getting through that and the 
remaining propoſitions on that day. And on Thurſday he thought 
he ſhould be able to bring forward the report on the reſolution now 
apreed to by the Committee. 

Mr. GREY faid, that on the report he ſhould certainly move 
ſeveral amendments. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT begged to know the nature of them. 

Mr. GREY ſaid, that the firſt point he ſhould move would be 
the ſame amendment on the Report that he had done in the Com- 
mittee : the ſecond, to extend the franchiſes of ſuch towns as re- 
tum Members after the Union : the third, as to Peers being for 
life ; and the fourth, as to the power of his Majeſty in the creation 
of Peers after the Union. 


—— ——— 

LIST of the MINORITY on Mr. GREY's MOTION. 

Adair, R. Martin, J. 

Bankes, H. Milner, Sir W. 

Biddulph, R. Morrett, J. B. S. 

Bouverie, Honourable W. H. North, D. 

Brogden, J. Pierrepont, Hon. E. 
Cavendiſh, Lord G. Plumer, W. 


Combe, H. C. (Lord Mayor) 


Pulteney, Sir W. 
Deniſon, W. ]. 


Ruſſell, Lord W. 


Geary, Sir W. Shakeſpeare, A. 

Grey, C. Shuckborough, Sir G. 
Harriſon, J. Stanley, Lord 

Howard, H. Vyner, R. . 
Jefferies, N. Walpole, Honourable G. 
Jalliffe, W. Wigley, EK. 

Langſton, J. Wilberforce, W. 
Laurence, Dr. Williams, T. 


Lemon, Sir W. Wodehouſe, Colonel. 
TeLLERSs, G. Tierney and B. Hobhouſe. 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 


: Manday, April 28. 

Lord GREN VILLE moved the order of the day for ſummon. 
ing their Lordſhips upon going into a Committee for conſidering 
the Reſolutions of the Iriſh Parliament relative to an Union with 
Great Britain. His Lordſhip obſerved, that the Reſolution of the 
Iriſh Parliament on this ſubject, which he ſhould then ſubmit to 
the conſideration of the Committee, was the moſt important of the 


entire propoſed Articles of Union, as it went to fix the plan for the 


Repreſentation of the Iriſh Peerage and Commons in the Upper 
and Lower Houſes of the United Parliaments. In framing this 
important part of the ſyſtem, his Lordſhip obſerved, the precedent 
of the Scotch Union was as cloſely adhered to as circumſtances and 
the nature of the caſe would admit, and the purity of the Britiſh 
Conſtitution preſerved as far as poſſible. The article naturally fell 
under a few diſtin heads, on each of which he would have occa- 
ſion to offer but a very few obſervations to the Committee. The 


| firſt related to the mode in which the Lords Spiritual and Tempo- 


ral ſhould be returned on the part of Ireland to the United Parlia- 
ment; the ſecond, to the mode of electing and returning the Com- 
mons to the ſame ; and the third included general provifions relative 
to the Conſtitution of the United Parliament. With reſpect to the 
ſecond head or diviſion of the ſubject, he ſhould have to trouble them 
Jeſs at length than on the other points, becauſe it leſs immediately 
applied to their branch of the Legiſlature, or involved thoſe general 
points in which both Houſes were equally intereſted. Upon this 
head, however, the noble Lord ſtated, that the number of Members 
to repreſent the Iriſh Commons was propoſed to be 100, namely, 
two for each county, making 64; two each for the cities of Dublin 


and Corke ; one for the Iriſh Univerſity ; and the remaining 31 


for each of the thirty-one moſt conſiderable cities, towns, and bo- 


© Toughs in Ireland. The article contained proviſions which refer- 


red to the mode of electing and returning thoſe ; the modes of 
trial in caſes of conteſted elections; the qualifications of, property, 
and oaths to be taken : theſe were propoſed for the preſent to be 
aſſimilated to the correſponding regulations adopted in the exiſting 
The ratio, or proportion for fixing the Repre- 
ſentation of Ircland, neceffarily varied from that of the Contribu- 
tions : the latter was properly laid at one to ſeven and a half ; the 
former, on the ſame principle of calculation, at one to five. This, 
perhaps, might appear on a firſt view, and with a reference to the 


— 
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precedent of the Scotch Union (which however as much as poſſible 

had been uniformly adhered to), rather a large proportion ; but 

chen, when the Committee ſhould confider the well-founded expect- 

ation of a great degree of commercial proſperity and conſequent in- 

creaſe of population likely to reſult to Ireland from the operation of 
the Union, it would not be deemed too high. Added to this con- 

fideratign, that the only alternative, acting on ſuch a ſpeculation, 

would be a varying quota for the Repreſentation of Ireland, it was 
deemed moſt adviſeable to give a larger proportion at once to Ire- 
land, and fo anticipate the increaſe, than to adopt the dangerous and 
very exeeptionable expedient (as the example of foreign countries 
abundantly proved) of the varying quotz. On the whole, the 

numbers were conſtitutionally proportioned in a way to exclude de- 

pendance upon the Crown on the one hand, and prineiples of a 

wild and varying Democracy on the other. The firſt of theſe ex- 

tremes was ſtill further guarded againſt, and on a principle of allow- 
able conſtitutional jealouſy, by reſtricting the perſons holding offices 
among the 100 Members to the number of 20, which was a fair 
proportion, and calculated to anſwer every good end to which ſuch a 
reſtrition could be directed, without being liable to thoſe objections 
which a lefſer proportion obviouſly would. Having diſpoſed of 
this part of the ſubject, his Lordſhip commented upon that part of 
the article which regarded the repreſentation of the Iriſh Peerage in 

the Upper Houſe of the Imperial Parliament : the number of the 
Temporal Peers was propoſed to be 28; after theſe a conſiderable 
number of Iriſh Peers would neceſſarily be left, who, of courſe, 
would enjoy all the privileges of thoſe of the United Kingdom, ex- 
cept ſitting in Parliament, ſave in a particular caſe to which he 
ſhould ſhortly have occafion to allude.—In the firſt inſtance they 
would be entirely in the predicament of the major part of the preſent 
Scotch Peerage : the mode of ſeled ing ſuch as were intended to re- 
preſent the reſt, was ſtrictly conformable to the precedent of the 
Scotch Union; but in regard to the tenure by which the elected 
Peers were to hold their ſeats in the Imperial Parliament, there was 
a difference, —In the preſent caſe it was propoſed to be the ſame as 
that by which every Peer in the Committee as an individual held 
his ſeat, namely, for life. This he conceived to be an improve- 
ment on the Scotch mode ; it was better calculated to guard againſt 
the effects of undue influence and controul, and belides more 
ſtrictly conformable to the genuine conſtitution of the Peerage. In 
addition to this circumſtance, there was another proviſion in the 
article which would place the Iriſh in a different fituation from the 
Scotch Peers, namely, their eligibility to ſit in the Commons Houſe 
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of Parliament: this was founded on conſiderations which to a 
certain degree were perſonal, as well as for other reaſons. It was 
well known, that a conſiderable number of the Iriſh Peers were a 
deſcription of perfons in a great degree unconnected with that coun- 
try, and poſſeſſed of fo little property or influence in it as to render 
it very improbable that they ſhould ever be elected among the Re- 
preſentatives of the Pecrage. Thoſe perſonages were hitherto al- 
ways eligible to the Britiſh Houſe of Commons, and numbers of 
them ſat in it. He was aware of the change of fituations in thoſe 
Peers, when they became Peers of the United Kingdom—they then 
certainly would be Peers of the Realm ; and it was with a refe. 
rence to this conſideration that the elected Peers were to hold their 
ſituations for life, as it would otherwiſe form an anomaly ; for they 
might then ſit as Peers in one Parliament, and be elected as Com- 
moners in the next. The operation of ſuch a regulation, he thought, 
would rather ameliorate the general ſyſtem of the Britiſh Conſtitu- 
tion, by more cloſely aſſimilating it with that beautiful ſyſtem in 
which the beſt writers on the ſubject have deemed the beſt praiſe 
of our Conſtitution to confiſt—namely, the gradual ſcale of rank, 
that degree of connection which happily ſubſiſts between all orders 
of ſociety. The elder ſons of Peers were nearly in fimilar circum- 
ſtances— they were eligible in like manner ; and this, his Lordſhip 
thought, tended to ſtrengthen that conneQion of clafſes which he had 
recently panegyriſed ; it conſtituted an union of feeling and intereſt 
berween the different branches of the Legiſlature, which, in ſome 
points of view, were highly deſirable. Another point connected 
with this part of the ſubject, was the propoſed mode of enabling the 


- Crown to preſerve the Iriſh Peerage from extinction; and this was. 
another circumſtance in which the ſituation of the Peerage of Scot- 


land and Ireland would differ. Indeed, the reſpeQive circumſtances 
of the Peerage, in both countries, called for ſuch a diſtinQion ; the 
mode of deſcent in both countries was widely different ; the inclufion 
of collateral branches in the Scotch creations rendered the probability 
of extinction infinitely leſs than with the Iriſh, which were gene- 
rally reſtricted to ifſue male; . beſides, the Iriſh had to ſupply an 
election of 28 Peers, the Scots but 16 ; the greater number of the 
Iriſh Peers were created during the preſent reign, and but two or' 
three of thoſe were, on the principle of collateral ſucceſſion ; the 
progreſs towards extinction mult therefore, if not guarded againſt it, 
be negeſſarily very rapid ; the powers ſpecified in the article were: 


on theſe grounds veſted, in the Crown. His Majeſty was empoy+. 
ered, for every three Peerages that became extinct, to create obe, 


until. the aggregate number ſhauld. be reduced to Log, at Which 
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number it was to be regularly kept up. On the whole, he was 
free to confeſs, thoſe regulations were an improvement. upon the plan 
of the Scotch Union, which precedent in all other reſpects was 
religiouſly adhered to. One point, however, remained, and in 
which the two Unions alſo differed, namely, in the Ecclefiaftical 
Repreſentation in the Legiſlature. -At the Union, the Scotcly 


* Church, as it then ſtood, was permanently eſtabliſhed by Law and 


the Conſtitution ; not admitting of dignitaries of that rank, there 
exiſted no neceſſity for providing for the admiſſion of thoſe per- 
ſonages into the Legiſlature : but in the caſe of Ireland, whoſe 
Church was conſtituted preciſely ſimilar to that of England, the 
caſe was different ; the mode of rotation of ſeſſions for the Spiri- 
tual Peers was ſuggeſted in preference to tenure for life, on account 
of the eccleſiaſtical and paſtoral duties of the Prelates, which called 
for their reſidence for a length of time in their reſpective ſees ; and 
to ſix the ſeats of their repreſentative Prelates for life would neceſ- 
farily be depriving their dioceſe of their reſidenee for at leaſt the 
greater part of the year. Having thus gone through the leading 
proviſions of the article, he moved the adoption of the fourth re- 
ſolution. —| See page 1 60. ] | 
As the Chairman began to read the article, | . 

Lord MULGRAVE roſe and ſaid, it was unneceſſary that he 
ſnould wait to hear the reſolution to the end. Its tenor was, he be- 
lieved, well known to every Lord in the Committee, independent of 
the luminous expoſition juſt given by his noble friend, with whom, 
in the greater part of what he ſaid, he cordially agreed, as he did 
generally in political topics. Yet in the preſent inſtance there was 
a very material point in which he widely differed from him, and to 
which all the ſuperior talents, eloquence, and parliamentary intelli- 
gence of his noble friend had not been able to reconcile him. But 
the conſideration of duty was with him paramount to all others. 
He would freely ſpeak out his ſentiments. Were he capable of 
maſking them on an occaſion where the fundamental principles of 
the Conſtitution were vitally attacked, he ſhould hold himſelf un- 
worthy of that dignified ſituation to which the benevolence of His 


' Majeſty had raiſed him, in honouring him with a ſeat in that 


Houſe. His objeQions were to one conciſe point in the reſolution. 
He alluded to the following clauſe : * That any perſon holding any 
Peerage of Ireland, &c. ſhalt not thereby be diſqualified from repre- 
ſenting any county, city, or borough of Great Britain in the Houfe 


of Commons of the United Kingdom, &c. and that ſo long as fuch 
Peer ſhall continue a Member of the Houſe of Commons, he ſhall 
not de entitled to the privilege of Peerage, nor be capable of being 
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elected to ſerve as a Peer on the part of Ireland, or of voting at any 
fuch eleQion ; and that he ſhall be liable to be ſued, indicted, pro. 
ceeded againſt, and tried as a Commoner for any offence with 
which he may be charged.” This paragraph, as it was, poſſeſſed a 
moſt comprehenſive effect: it would go to break down the bu]. 
wark between the Peerage and the body of Commons, and conſe. 
quently the barrier that food between the power of the Crown and 
the Pevple at large. No meaſure could more eſfectually give pre. 
ponderance to a Democratic ſyſtem. In the reign of the Firſt 


| Charles, that Houſe felt ſo ſtrongly the neceſſity of keeping up 


theſe diſtinctions, that they preſented a petition to that Prince, 
complaining of the exerciſe of his prerogative in creating Peers of 
Scotland and Ireland; as ſuch, being eligible to ſeats in the Eng. 
liſh Houſe of Commons, tended to introduce confuſſon of rank, 


But if at that period ſuch proceedings were deemed objeRionable, 
how much more ſtrongly did the promotion now in queſtion call for 


reprobation? When they ſaw Iriſh Peers of the United Kingdom who 


would be in every point of view equal to thoſe of Great Britaiſ as ſuch 


Peers of the realm, and of courſe having the fame honour and dig- 
nity to ſupport, not only fitting among the Commons, but liable to 
be tried by the ordinary Juries, and charged and proceeded againſt 
through all the forms of .law as Commoners, and this deprivation 
all to take place at their own option ; it was a degradation and con- 
fuſion of rank that militated againſt the principles ſo ſtrongly incul- 
cated by that beſt of all writers on the Britiſh Conſtitution, Mr. 
Juſtice, Blackſtone, who inſiſted that it was not in the power of 
a Peeg to reſign his Peerage. It was a truſt confided to him for 
the general good; and he had no right to deſert it. His Lord- 
ſhip here made ſome quotations at length from the writer in queſ- 
tion, in ſupport of his arguments, which all inculcated the political 
neceſſity of preſerving inviolable the ſcale of rank, and degrees 


and orders of ſociety. This clauſe in the article, his Lordſhip con- 


tended, would diſorganize the whole; and inſtead of connecting the 


two branches of the Legiſlature, as aſſerted by his noble friend, it 
- would diſorder and confound them. Let the fituation of the Peer 


Commoner, thus conſtituted, be ſeriouſly looked at. View him 
in his incongruous capacities of repreſentative and elector—a di- 
vided intereſt, influence, and duty ; where he adhered to the one, 
he muſt neceſſarily negle& and deſert the other. The creation of 


. ſuch a political anomaly was reſerved to the article in queſtion. 


Had ſuch a propoſal been made to the Scotch Peers at the time of 
their nion, they, with becoming ſpirit and feeling, would have 
rejected it: the great body of that Pecrage bore their excluſion with 
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a cheerfulneſs and patience which did them much credit, as they 
felt it to be for the public good. As little fimilitude was there 
between the fituation of ſuch Peers, Commoners; and the eldeſt 
ſons of Peers: What, he aſked, were the latter but Commoners 
to all intents and purpoſes ? as ſuch they were regarded in the eye 
of the law, in the proceedings of which they were called by their 
family names with the honourable alias of ** commonly fo called,” 
which ſhewed that their titles were only aſſumed and allowed by 
heraldic courteſy. This was viewing the queſtion and its conſe- 
quences but in perſpeQive and ſpeculation ; how much more odious 
and irkſome muſt it appear when they came to practice and to facts? 
He would ſuppoſe, not an improbable caſe ſuppoſe the firſt Peer 
of Ireland, the Duke of Leinſter for inſtance, (not meaning his 
Grace perſonally, for he was a Britiſh Peer, and could not literally 
be cited, but for the ſake of illuſtration)—he would ſuppoſe that 
noble Duke, endowed with the inſignia of his order and marks of 
his nobility, a Member of the Houſe of Commons, and deputed 
by them to manage an impeachment; in ſuch a caſe, the junior 
Baron of Ireland, elected a repreſentztive Peer, may fit as one of 
the Judges to whom he ſhould appeal. To what a ſituation then 
might the Peerage be reduced! Another conſideration was, and 
it ſhould be aſcertained, were thoſe deprivations and degradations 
to ceaſe on the Peer. Commoner's vacating his ſeat ; as in cafe of 
the affirmative, he might be one day a Commoner labouring under 
the conſequences of attainder, and the next a Peer in all his purity ? 
In ſuch ludicrous circumſtances, he might not be unaptly compared 
to a bucket of Thames water juſt taken up —thick and muddy; 
let it Rand awhile, the ſediment depoſits, and the pure, water floats 
at top bright and clear! The effect of ſuch a meaſure was ob- 
viouſly ſo dangerous, that the Committee, to concur in'it, ſhould be 
ſhewn' by the noble Lord that a ſtrong necefſity exiſted for its 
adoption: it was placing the Peerage in ſuch a light as that no 
Jacobin, wiſhing for its annihilation, could ſuggeſt a more effeQual 
proceeding. He aſſured the noble Lord, did hie hear any ſolid argu- 
ment advanced in anſwer to his objections, he would be moſt happy 
to change his mind and to ſupport them; but until ther he muſt 
retain his preſent opinion and feelings upon the ſubje&, truſting 
that all their Lordſhips would at leaſt give him credit for the fin- 
cerity of his comments upon the point. He was aware of what 
might be ſaid of minors who were Peers de jure, and Catholic Peers, 
being in ſimilar circumſtances ; ſtrictly ſpeaking, they were not ſo. 
However, that could have little weight in reconciling him to this 
meaſure ; he was ready to make every allowance for perſonal con- 
Vox. XI, | 3E | 
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fideration, and was aware of the number of Peers which might 
otherwiſe be thrown out of the Legiſlature ; but neither theſe nor 
any thing he heard advanced that night, or recently in another 
place, could reconcile him to a proceeding which he felt fo degrad. 
ing to the dignity of the Peerage, and dangerous to the genuine 
principles of the Britiſh Conſtitution. 

His Lordſhip referred to a cuſtom which had ſubſiſted in ſome 
of the Cantons of Switzerland, where mock Magiſtrates acted over 
the proceedings of the real ones: fo, ſaid his Lordſhip, if you 
pleaſe let us have a mock Houſe of Lords; let them canvaſs the 
ſame topics, let their forms and modes of proceeding be ſimilar to 
ours, and, perhaps, with improvements upon ours; but do not haſ. 
tily adopt a reſolution which would overturn an important branch 
of our Conſtitution. Lord Mulgrave proceeded to expreſs his ſen- 


timents reſpeQing the Peerages of England and Scotland, and faid 
he ſhould be glad to ſee the time when there would be but one 


Peerage, and when the names of Engliſhmen or Scotchmen would 
be loſt in the more comprehenſive one of Britons; in like manner, 
the nearer England and Ireland could be connected, the better. So 
far he was a friend to the principle of an Union between the two 
countries, at the ſame time that he could not approve of a reſolution 
which would cauſe a diviſion of rank among the Peers of Ireland, 
and a degree of degradation in that reſpectable body. He objeQed 
to the reſolution, on the ground of its introducing a new principle 
into the Conſtitution ; and when pleas of expediency were adduced 
for ſuch innovations, there were nv bounds that might not be over- 


| leaped. His Lordſhip ſuppoſed various cafes, to eyince the im- 


prudence of agreeing to the reſolution, which would teave an option 
to Iriſh Peers to relinquiſh their expectation of a ſeat for life in the 
Imperial Houſe of Peers, for the ſake of having a ſeat in the Houſe 
of Commons. He would ſuppoſe a caſe ſomewhat analogous, a 

gallant officer in that Houſe, without children, and having a younger 
brother; would it be a fit thing for their Lordſhips, merely becauſe 
they ſaw the fitneſs and importance of the talents of that younger 
brother to protect the eountry and ſtate in the Houſe of Commons, 
to allow to that younger brother his eventual claim to a ſcat. in that 
Houſe * Rather than that the words he objected to ſhould ſtand 
part of this reſolution, he would recommend, that it be made a 
proviſion to permit any Peer of Ireland between this period and that 
propoſed for the Union to take place, to reſign his Peerage into His 
Majeſty's hands. This would be a leſs anomalous proceeding, and 
would be more conſiſtent with the principles of the Conſtitution. 


Something of this ſort was already known in the practice of the 
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Conſtitution, when a Peerage might be reſigned into His Majeſty's 
hands, with a view of being returned back with limitations. But 
by a ſweeping clauſe to turn Peers into Commoners, produced a 
ſtrange confuſion of ranks. He farther objected to that part of 
the reſolution by which it was reſerved to His Majeſty to ereate to 
2 certain extent Iriſh Peers. This perpetuation of the Iriſh Peers, 
his Lordſhip apprehended, might become a ſource of corruption in- 
the Houſe of Commons. Any Adminiſtration leſs virtuous than 
the preſent might make uſe of this engine to influence the votes of 
Irin Members, from the expeQation of their being created 
Peers of Parliament. After ſtating theſe objections at ſome con- 
fiderable length, his Lordſhip concluded with an animated appeal to 
the Houſe. From their Lordſhips' feelings of true dignity, of 
patriotiſm, their well-known value for the Conſtitution, their ſenſe 
of danger arifing from the confuſion of ranks, their repeated ſenſe 
of this danger, which they had ſo ſtrongly expreſſed on their Journals, 
and by the votes they had come to; for the valuable and glorious 
interpoſition of the Government and Conſtitution of this Country 
againſt repeated attempts at innovation, which, concurring with 
the virtue and ſpirit of the People, had placed them ſo high in the 
ſcale of Europe; from a knowledge he had of the talents which 
had rendered the Conſtitution ſo ſecure ; from the ſenſe their Lord- 
ſhips entertained of the value of their privileges ; from that ſenſe 
of the deference which was due to their-diſtinguiſhed rank and cha- 
racer in the nation ;—he derived ſo many pledges that their Lord- 
ſhips would not confound that diſtinction of ranks which had ſub- 


hiſted for centuries, nor throw a number of Iriſh Peers into the 


Houſe of Commons, and thus deprive them of their birth-right : 
from one and all of theſe conſiderations, his Lordſhip ſaid he would 
conjure the Houſe not to make a ſacrifice of any part of the Conſti- 
turion, He then moved “e that that part of the article above ſpeci- 
hed be omitted.” 

The LORD CHANCELLOR declared his diſſent from the 
leading idea which the Noble Lord had enforeed with ſo much elo- 
quence, that the ſafety of the Conſtitution was committed by the cir- 
cunltance of Iriſh Peers being permitted by choice to become Mem- 
bers of the Britiſh Houſe of Commons, whilit they gave up their 
claim of fitting in that Houſe. He allowed the expediency and 


- fitneſs of their Lordſhips keeping up their diſtinguiſhed rank; but the 


arguments of the noble Lord on this point, ſeemed more fitted for 

that ſpecies of foreign nobility which depended upon blood, and not 

on a ſeat in the Chief Aſſembly of the Nation. The noble Lord had 
JE 2 45 
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laboured to point out the great diſtinction in rank between a Peer 
of Ireland, and the eldeſt fon of the firſt Peer of this Country. But 
the eldeit fon of the firſt Duke, though he might fit in the Houſe 
of Commans, was as noble in blood as his father, and in this re. 
ſpect veſted with the ſame dignity. It was therefore with ſome 


degree of aſtoniſhment that he had heard the queſtion put, what re- 


lation the eldeſt fon of a Peer had with the Peerage? Did he 
ſtand in no relation with him? Had he none of the feelings of 
Peerage about him? Or did the noble Lord feel himſelf degraded 
by an allociation of rank with a perſon of this deſcription? If 
theſe ideas were to prevail, their Lordſhips would of e urſe be led 
to ſuppoſe their dignity contaminated if any perſun who bore the 
title of Lord had a ſcat in the Houſe of Commons, The nile 
Lord had eloquentiy ſiated the eaſe of an Iriſh Peer, who, if charged 
with the crime imputed to him, might take his trial at the Old 
Bailey: but was there any thing in the ſtate of an Iriſh Peer ſo 
different from and ſo ſuperior to the (on of the firſt Peer of this 
kingdom, as to render that degradation in one caſe, which was not 


ſo in the other? His Lordſhip - obſerved, that, before the Union, 


the Scorch Peers had no ſuch privilege ; they ueie liable to be ar- 


reſted, &c. as others: and it was not until the Union mat the fame 
privilege was grants the whole Peerage, as was conferred ujon 


the ſixteen Peers ot iment. The Lord Che neccllor went into 


an hitturical detail d , obſerving, that althovgh, at a time 


previous to the Union, there were ſeveril, as Lords Dunbar, Fair- 
fax, Ancram, &c. Members in the Engliſh Houſe of Commons; 
yet at the time of the Union there was not one Scotch Peer then 
fitting in that Houſe. In accomplithing the object of an Union 
between this country and Ireland. their Lordſhips were not to in- 
dulge a ſpeculative idea of perfection; it was ſufficient if, as much 
as poſſible, they endeavoured tr: conciliate the different intereſts of 
individuals, His Lordſhip inſiſted that, ſuppoſing the Union to 
take place, the Peers ot Ireland would continue to enjoy their rank, 


although deprived of their legiſlative powers. If the Iriſh Peers 


were to be debarred the chance of entering the Houſe of Commons, 
they would be deprived the chance of becoming Legiſlators ; and 
the Iriſh Peers, favourable as they are in general to the plan of 
Union, weuld in that caſe be led to ſay, Leave us as we are, ra- 
ther than eatirely exclude us from this privilege.” There were 
various perſ\ ns of great rank and reſpectability in this country pol 
ſeſting Irifh titles, and Members of the Houſe of Commons, who 
would be turned out of that Houſe by the motion of the noble Lord ; 
it would even opcrate as an act of attainder againſt them as Peers, 
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from ever having a ſeat in the Commons Houſe : and would it not 
be a hardihip to a large c:>mmercial city, which enjoved the ad- 
vantage reſulting from the talents and reſpectable charaQer of an 
Triſh Lord, if, bv this propofitien, they were to be deprived of the 
benefit reſulring from his talents? He did not helicve that the 
article objected to by the noble Lord was unpalatable to the Iriſh 
Peerage, whilit the right of option was reſerved to them. | 

Lord MULCGAAVE ſaid, that he certainly had been miſunder- 
ſtood D ble Lord who had Juſt ſat down; otherwiſe that 
lead lend would have been able to bring forward more plauſible 
ag ur nts to refute thoſe he had adduced. He had the authority 
of Blackſtone for aſſerting, that the privilege of being tried by the 
Lord High Steward depends upon blood, and upon blood alone; 
and he had only objected, that a perſon enjoying that privilege from 
his birth ſhould became liable to be arraigned at the bar of the Old 
Bailey. He had not ſtated that the blood of Peers and Commoners 
was different, or that they, were two diſtin ſpecies of men. 
Wust the noble Lord had ſaid with regard to the eldeſt ſons of 
Bitiſh Peers now ſitting in the Houſe of Lords, was altogether in- 
applicable and inconcluſive. 

Lord CARNARVON ſaid, that he could not help troubling 
their Lordſhips with a few words on the preſent ſubject. He agreed 
with what the noble Secretary of State had ſaid with regard to the 
expediency of a Legiſlative Union with Ireland: he even agreed 
with him in what he ſaid with regard to the general propricty of 
the fourth article then under the conſideration of their Lordfhips : 
but there were ſome of the propoſitions contained in it which 
trenched upon the privileges of individuals, and the principles of 
the Conſtitution. It had been ſaid, that both branches of the 
Legiſlature were repreſentative bodies. One of them certainly 
was; but the other conſiſted of an hereditary peerage, which was a 
diſtin claſs, and meant to be a ſafeguard againſt the encroachments 
of arbitrary power and the deſtructive ebullition of popular 
phrenſy. They would therefore deviate from the Conſtitution, 
and infringe upon its moſt eſſential and characteriſtic parts, if they 
ſhould allow a Britiſh Peer to be ſent to the Houſe of Commons 
as a Repreſentative of the People. All diſtinction between the dif- 
ferent orders of the State would thus be aboliſhed, and the greateſt 
diſorder and the greateſt miſchief would enſue. It favoured of 
Jacobin principles, thus to confeſs that there was no occaſion for an 
hereditary Legiſlature, and that an e!eQive one might anſwer all the 
Purpoſes of Government. In Scotland, no ſueh meaſure had been 
thought of when that country united with England; and if it 
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ſhould now be adopted, it would be productive of innumerable 
evils. The hereditary body would be contaminated ; the balance 
between King and People would be deſtroyed ; the influence of the 
Crown would be increaſed ; and, however paradoxical it might a 

pear, the Crown would be deprived of its ſtrongeſt and ſureſt ſup. 
port. In times of tumult and diforder, the equilibrjum of the 
Conſtitution being deſtroyed, it would be ſubverted with eaſe, 
Minitters, therefore, ſhou!d not take a ſtep which, though it may 
for a time add to their power, muſt prove eventually fo fatal. He 


was painfully convinced that it would increaſe the authority of Go. | 


. vernment ; as thoſe Iriſh Peers who fit in the Houſe of Commons 


would be ready to aſſent to every propoſal of Adminiſtration, in the 


hope of being raiſed to the Upper Houſe on the firſt vacancy. He 


ſa a cloven foot in the whole tranſaQion, as it was equally detri. 


mental to the intereſts of England and Ireland. A noble Lord 
had ſaid, that the influence of the Crown was neceſſary. If by 
influence was meant bringing over Members of Parliament to the 
purpoſes of Adminiſtration by places and penſions, he thought it 
moſt reprehenſible, and that the Miniſter who praviſcd it, deſerved 
to be deteſted and puniſhed by his country. His Lordſhip then 
adverted to the propoſed method of electing the Iriſh Biſhops. Jt 
did not appear, he ſaid, whether they were to ſerve in regular rota- 
tion, and we were conſtantly to have the four holders of the fame 
ſees after a dytain number of years, or whether they were to be 
choſen yearly by the whole body. The plan of allowing them to 
ſerve in Parliament only one Seſſion would be extremely inconve- 
nient to the learned Prelates themſclves, and unproductive of ad- 
vantage to the State. 

Lord GRENVILLE ſaid, that the mode in which the Biſhops 
were to be elected was not then to be definitively determined on. 
It would be proper to wait till their Lordhips ſhould ſee what the 
Iriſh Parliament ſhould enact upon that head. He had no doubt 
that upon this, and every other point, ſuch arrangements would be 
made, as would beſt promote the proſperity and happineſs of the 
united kingdoms. 

The firſt propoſition of the fourth reſolution was hen read. 

After a few obſcrvations from Lord RapwnoR, the Houſe di- 
vided: — Againſt Lord Mulgrave's motion, $2; For it, 9. Majo- 
rity againſt the motion, 43. 

Lord DARN LEY ſaid, he ſhould not then enter into any at- 
gument upon the g-neral principles of the meaſure, as their Lord- 


ſhips had now one particular article before them, and other oppor- 


tunities would occur in waich he might ſtate his ſentiments upon 
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ble the queſtion at large. His Lordſhip ſaid, that though he did not 
nee altogether approve of the article now before the Houſe, he was de- 
the cidedly in favour of the meaſure itſelf, becauſe he conceived it cal- 
Þ> culated to promote the proſperity and happineſs of both countries, 
fuß- particularly of Ireland. With reſpe& to, the- preſent article, he 
the ſaw no reaſon why they ſhould not adhere to the precedent before 
eaſe, them, he meant that of the Scottiſh, Union. It had not been ſtated 
ney that any bad conſequences had reſulted from the regulations which 
He had been adopted upon that occaſion. 
Go- Lord WALSINGHAM, Chairman of the Committee, then 
nons proceeded to read the remainder of the clauſe... The Committee 
n the divided upon that part of it which enables His Majeſty to 
He ereate one Peer of Ireland for every three Peerages that become 
Jetri- extinct. 
Lord For retaining that part of the clauſe, 50; — it, 7. 
f by Majority, 43. 
o the The reſt of the clauſe was then read and 3 to. 
ght it The Houſe was then reſumed, and the Committee was adjourned 
”—_ to Thurſday next. 
then 
KM 1 
res HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
ſame 
to be Monday, April 28. . 
ene Sir JOHN. ANDERSON preſented a petition from the mer- 
Fad chants, manufacturers, dealers, &c. intereſted in the woollen manu- 
faQures, and reſident in the city of London, againſt the fourth reſo- 
1 lution of the articles of Union with Ireland, permitting the expor- 
72 tation of wool from out the kingdom of Great Britain to Ireland; 
es complaining, that jf the exiſting laws prohibiting the exportation of 
Joubt wool ſhould be repealed, it would be i injurious t to the intereſts and 
ald be proſperity of the country. 
20 The petition was received and referred to the Committee, to 
whbm His Majeſty's meſſage was referred. 
. Mr. WILBERFORCE preſented petitions on behalf of the 
uſe di- voollen manufacturers of the weſt riding of Yorkſhire, and of Hali- 
Majo- fax, againſt the article of the Union with Ireland which went to 
permit the exportation of wool, complaining of the injury the 
GEE” country would ſuſtain by the check which, ſhuuld ſuch a meaſure 
Lb take place, it would give to its commercial proſperity, and praying 
n that the reſolution ſhould not paſs: it was ſigned by upwards of 


s upon $5,000 * : and * Wilberforce added, it might have been 
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ſigned by a great many more, had it been deemed neceſſary. The 
petition was received and referred to the ſame Committee. 

Mr. HENRY LASCELLES preſented a petition from the 
woollen manufacturers, &. of Hudccrsfield, ſigned by 17,000 
perſons, againſt the reſolution permitting the exportation of woo] ; 
complaining of the injury the intereſts of that branch of commerce 
was likely to ſuſtain, and praying againſt its being paſſed. The 
petition was received and referred to the Committee on His Ma- 
jeſty's meſſage. f 

Petitions from many other woollen manufacturing towns 
throughout the kingdom were preſented to the like effect, which 
were received and referred to the fame Committee with the 
former. | 

Mr. BUXTON prefented a bill to enlarge the powers of the 
Directors and Guardians of the Poor in the ſeveral incorporated dif. 
tris, for a time to be limited; which was read a firſt and ſecond 
time, and ordered to a Select Committee. 

A meſſage from the Lords informed the Houſe, that their Lord- 
ſhips had agreed to the bill enabling the Courts of Equity to com- 
pel the Bank, and other incorporate ſocieties, to transfer ſtock with- 
.out making the Bank, &c. parties to the ſuit. 

Mr. WILLIAM DUNDAS moved the order of the day on 
the ſecond reading of the Scotch Small Note bill, which was read 
accordingly, and the bill committed to a Committee of the whole 
Houſe. 

Mr. BRAGGE brought up the report of the Hackney. Coach 
Fare bill ; the reſolutions were read and agreed to. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT moved the order of the day for the 
| Houſe to go into a Committee on His Majeſty's meſſage reſpecting 
the Union with Ireland; which being done, the Houſe went into 
Committee, Mr. Douglas being in the chair. —Mr. DoucLas 
then aſked, whether, in conſideration of the petitions which lay on 
the table, Counſel attended to be heard in behalf of them; which 
being anſwered in the affirmative, the Committee came to an 
opinion that they ſhould be called in. 

Mr. Law and Mr. Prunk were then called in as Counſel in 
behalf of the city of London, and alſo of the other petitioners. 

Mr. Law proceeded to ſtate the great and extenſive im- 
portance of this branch of trade and commerce, the woollen manu- 
faQure of the country, which he eſtimated at 19,800,0001. ſte: 
ling, including its home and export conſumption. The number of 
perſons who were intercſted and employed immediately in this cn 
cern was computed, he ſaid, at 1,500,000 perſons ; to which 
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might be added 1,500,000 more, who were collaterally employed 
in the manufactures which were connected with this main branch of 
trade, our ſtaple commodity, amounting in all to three millions of 
people, a third of the population of the country. He obtained his 
calculations from aſcertaining the quantity of the raw material, 
which was the growth of the woot of the iſland ; and then, taking 
it at the average price per pack, he would eſtimate the ma- 
nufacture at three times the value of the raw material, which would 
produce the ſum of 19, 800, oool. I his conſideration muſt im- 
preſs the Committee with the importance of the reſolution before. 
them, as ſuch an extenſive manufacture required no leſs a capital 
than 4, 5 oo, oool. to be employed. From this capital the Com- 
mittee would infer the advantages to the revenue, and the popula- 
tion and ſtrengih of the ſtate. Should the reſolution affecting this 
branch be carried into effect, there would be great reaſon to appre- 
hend a removal of the trade from the country, which would leave a 
vaſt void and chaſm in it, and ultimately deprive it, perhaps for ever, 
of ſuch a rich reſource ; a general impoveriſhment muſt be ſpread, 
the poor rates increaſed, and the ſtate proportionably weakened. 
That Ireland would be tempted to avail herſelf of ſuch advantages, 
he inferred from the eaſe with which ſhe can ſupply herſelf with 
coals, a main article in this manufacture, and in which ſhe would 
have the advantage over England, as well as in mill ſtreams, 
grounds, &c. being as yet unoccupied for ſuch uſes. "The fimple 
conſtruction of the machines themſelves in this manufaQtory was 
ſuch that man comparatively was a ſubordinate machine to them, ſo 
eaſily were they put in motion; this would be a mean of facili- 
tating that transfer of this branch of our commerce, which would 
injure not only the property but the morals of the people, as de- 
priving them of their accuſtomed induſtry. The Iriſh would have 
other temptations to convert their capitals into importing wool from 
this country, ſuch as the freight of the commodity itſelf to Ireland 
being cheaper than if taken coaſtways in this country. He then 
went into a brief hiſtory of the ſtaple commodity of the kingdom ; 
and argued from the many ſtatutes regulating it, that it was ever 
regarded as a branch of trade and commerce, of which the Engliſh 
were exceeding jealous, as ſome of thoſe ſtatutes puniſhed the expor- 
tation even with death. The ſtatute of Charles IT. cap. 1 2. pro- 
hibited it under ſevere penalties, and it has ſince remained under 
Prohibition, The Committee would remember that the doom to- 
night of this our favourite branch of trade would be irreverſible; it 
would laſt as long as the conſolidated empirg of Great Britain and 


Ireland remained. Could its utility be rated-from any other crite- 
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rion more determinate and final, the opinion of philoſophers might 
be called in to our aid. Could a ſcale be formed of the comparative 
utility of all our branches of trade and commerce, in that ſcale no 
one would be found more extenſive and uſeful than this very branch 
that we are now going to cut off. He hoped at leaſt, however, that 
the Committee would ſee the propriety of making ſome delay to 
their proceedings, and form and mature their judgments on the 
evidence they ſhould hear. He then proceeded to call his wit. 
neſſes. 

_ William Huſtler, woolſtapler, of Brentford in Yorkſhire, being 
examined, ſaid, he calculated the general growth of wool in Great 
Britain, on the average of a few years back, at 600,000 packs a 
year. The growth had rather diminiſhed than increaſed fince the 
year 1779, particularly when compared with the increaſed de. 
mands. In 1779 wool ſold for 51. a pack, in 1791 for ol. and 
at preſent it brought 111. 108. He did not believe the growth cf 
the country at preſent to be ſufficient to ſupply the manufacturers. 
Wool was much cheaper in England than in Ireland. In 1796 
combing wool was fold for 1od. in Norwich, which in Ireland 
brought 14d. In 1799 Ireland could ſupply itſelf with wool 
from the ſouthern and weſtern coaſts of Great Britain, at a cheaper 
rate than the Devonſkire and Yorkſhire manufaQurer, and with 
fuel alſo. 

Chriſtopher Raridon, woollen manufacturer, of Halifax, York- 
ſhire, ſtated, that there was a dearth of wool laſt year ; and that 
his works, as well as many others, ſtood ſtill for near a weck 
through the want of this material. He was not unwilling to give 
a higher price, but he could not find the wool. If its exportation 
was to be permitted, he had no doubt that the manufactories mult 
be at a ſtand, and the poor diſtreſſed for want of employment. The 
capital in mills and buildings this witneſs eſtimated at five millions, 
and the ſales of the manufactured article at nineteen millions and a 
half. He had no doubt that this ſale might be extended, it more 
wool could be ſupplicd, as ſeveral manutaQurers had been com- 
pelled to return their orders. 

A travelling agent in the wool line was next examined. He 
ſtated, that the produce or growth of wool was leſs, while the de- 
mand continued invariably on the increaſe. To a queſtion, how 
the growth of wool might be increaſed ? he replied, © By re-opening 
all the ercloſures!” The quantity of wool was ſhort, more or 
leſs, in all the different countics which he had occafion to viſit. He 
thought that one cauſe of this might be, that ſheep were killed at an 
earlier price thai was cuſtomary in former times. They were then 
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ſuffered to live to five, fix, and ſeven years; but latterly they were 
ſlaughtered in general when three or four years old. 

A number of other evidences were called to corroborate the 
ſeveral points laid down by Mr. Law ; and the examination of 
witneſſes having taken up the time of the Committee until eleven 
o'clock, 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid he did not wiſh to throw in the 
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way of the petitioners any unfair impediment ; it was but right that 


the whole of their caſe ſhould be laid before the Committee ; but 
he wiſhed to know from the learned gentlemen, who were of 
counſel for the petitioners, to what length they apprehended the re- 
mainder of the examination of witneſſes was likely to go? This he 
alked with a view to gueſs how much of the time of the Committee 
was likely to be taken up with this evidence to-morrow, for he had 
no idea of its being finiſhed to-night. 

Mr. PLuMER, one of the counſel for the petitioners, ſaid he 
apprehended they thould take up but a ſmall portion of another 
day; but he muſt confeſs he did not think they would be able to 
finiſh what they had to bring forward to-night. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT, after defiring that Counſel ſhould 
withdraw, moved, © That the Chairman do now report progreſs.” 
Ordered. 

The Houſe being reſumed, Mr. DoucGLas reported progreſs, 
and leave was given to fit again to-morrow to conlider further of 
His Majeſty's meſſage. 

Mr. Rost brought up accounts of ſome internal duties applicable 
to the ſubject of the propoſed Union. —Ordered to be laid on the 
table, and to be printed. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, there was an account which was 
extremely material to be laid before the Committee, in order to 
form a correct judgment on the ſubje& of the wool trade, and which 
therefore he ſhould now move for. He moved, That there be 
laid before the Houſe an account of the quantity of foreign wool . 
imported into Great Britain in the nine years preceding the 5th of 
January 1800, diſtinguiſhing each year.” —Ordered. 


Tueſday, April 29. 
Mr. Chancellor PITT moved the order of the day for the 
Houſe to reſolve itſelf into a Committee of the whole Houſe on the 


ſtate of the wool-trade ; which being done accordingly, and Mr. 


DoucLas in, the chalr, the Committee proceeded to examine 
witneſſes. 
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Jahn Millis, agent to Meſſrs. Jones, Millington, and Parke, wool. 
ſtaplers, of Stroud in Glouceſterſhire, ſtated, that he had been in 
the habit of buying wool for the laſt eighteen years. In March and 
April he generally bought up between two and three hundred packs 
to ſupply the manufaRurers, to keep their men at work until the 
general ſale in Auguſt and September. He could get none to pur. 
chaſe this year as uſual ; and never had experienced a fimilar dif. 
ficulty before. He imputed the decreaſe in the growth of wool 
(ſome farmers with whom he dealt not having more than half the 
quantity this year that they commonly had before) to the number of 
«encloſures, and the increaſe of trade. The decreaſe had been 
gradual for the laſt five or fix years. He thought, if more wool 
could be procured in England, it might be worked : did not think 
the diminution of the growth of wool aroſe from temporary cauſes, 
but from ſuch as were likely to be permanent: thought the in- 
creaſed demand allo likely to continue, if not to advance. 

Jeremiah Nayler, dealer in cloths, of Wakefield in Yorkſhire, 
had been concerned in purchaſing cloths for the laſt twenty-four 
years; obſerved a ſcarcity of that article within the laſt nine 
months, owing to the increaſed demand. For the laſt two months 
the demand has ſlackened ſomewhat, in conſequence of the ſtoppage 
of remittances from the Continent. When thoſe remittances 
ſhould arrive, he had reaſon to think there were more orders from 
thence and from America than there was wool enough in the 
country to make up. In the event of peace, the demand from ſome 
countries might diminiſh ; but other markets would open in the 
Mediterranean and South America, &c. he therefore thought the de- 
mand likely to continue, or rather to increaſe, if wool enough could 
be found. His inference was, that the exportation of wool tolre- 
land ought.not to be aliowed, Of late years great quantities of 
fine cloth had been manufactured in Yorkſhire entirely from Spaniſh 
wool. This wool had been ſcarce for the laſt nine months. But 
cven if this kind of manufacture did continue to increaſe, the poor 
of Yorkſhire would not be much benefited, as by far the greater 
part were employed in the manufacture of coarſe cloth, for which 
the chief demand was from America. 

Benjamin Gott, Mayor of Leeds, .cloth-merchant and manufac- 
turer, examined. He was acquainted with the cloth trade to Ire- 
land for the laſt twenty years : was of opinion that the protecting 
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duties in Ireland, which levied ſeven- pehce halfpenny a yard, and | 


ten fer cent. on the whole value of any woollen-drapery imported, 
muſt give to the Iriſh manufacturer, who already works all the 
wool his country grows, a decided advantage over the Britiſh manu- 
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ſadorer, if the exportation of Britiſh wool was permitted, as the 
working manufacturer would follow the raw material. Since the 


introduction of machinery, there would not have been ſufficient 


wool to ſupply the manufacturers, but for the importation of 
Spaniſh wool. The ſame proceſs which required fixteen hundred 
perſons fifteen years ago, could now, by the aid of machinery, be 
performed by one hundred and thirty-five perſons. He thought 
that the machinery would facilitate the removal of the manufac- 
ture to Ireland, as it would not require to take many individuals 
from England. 

Jeſiab Nottage, of Bocking in Eſſex, ſtated, that the poor rates 
of that pariſh, which, but four or five years back, amounted to 8s. 
or 10s. in the pound on the rack-rent, now amounted to 24s. 6d. 
per pound. He attributed the riſe to the loſs of trade owing to the 
war, and the eſtabliſhment of machinery elſewhere. 

James Maſterman, of Lavenham in Suffolk, ſtated the poor 
rates of that diſtrict at 32s. in the pound on the rack-rent. He 
had examined the pariih-book of rates, and found them only Bs. 
in the pound about five years ago. He aſcribed the advance to the 
decline of trade. 

The witneſs having withdrawn, 

Mr. W. SMITH roſe to remark on the improper haſte with 
which the examination was conducted. In a queftion of ſuch im- 
portance, he thought the witneſſes ſhould be more fully interrogat-d. 
He wiſhed to aſk the laſt witneſs ſome queſtions : he therefore de- 
fired to have him called in. 

This was oppoted by Mr. LASCELLES, as creating unneceſ- 
fary delay. He did not perceive that any relevant queſtion was 
omitted. 

Mr. SM1TH#'s motion being put, a diviſion aroſe, — For. re- 
examining Mr. Maſterman, 39; Againſt it, 50. Majority, 11. 

Mr. PLUMER, one of the counſel for the petitioners, then ad- 


— 


dreſſed the Committee. After the very able and cloquent {; cech 


which they had heard from his learned friend (Mr. Law,, he ſaid 
be would not trouble the Committee at any great length. W'ben 
they conſidered, however, the claſs of clients whoſe cauſe he now 


pleaded, — when they conſidered the number of petitions, in all not 


leſs than fifteen, unanimous in their complaint and prayer, and 
thoſe from the moſt reſpectable manufacturing towns of the king- 
dom, breathing the opinions of honeſt men, who ſpoke from fact 
and experience, he hoped their caſe, from its juſtice and importance, 
would be found entitled to favour. It might be eaſy to ſtate the 
fears of manufacturers intereſted in their own trade as imaginary z 
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but ſurely the Committee would be governed in their opinions and 
judgment by the fas. The petitioners had carefully guarded 
themſelves from expreſſing one word of diſſatisfaction againſt the 


| Union: as far as they could preſume, they believed that Union 


beneficial to the empire at large; but they hope that their giving a 
difſent to the terms of it, as far as thoſe terms affect the trade and 
proſperity of the Country, will not be felt as incompatible with the 
duty they owed to the Legiflature of the Country. Their objedion 
lay, as ſtated, to the fixth article of the Union. The vote of this 
night would irreverſibly fix a deciſion, which they would wiſh was left 
open to the regulations of the Imperial Parliament ; and put it out 
of their power to recall thoſe regulations, ſhould they be found ever 
ſo ruinous to the intereſts of trade and revenue. It was a vote 
which affected not only the materials that were permitted to be ex- 
ported, but the landed intereſt, the commercial concerns, the paro- 
chial rates by the impoveriſhment it would occaſion, and of courſe 
the finances of the Country. The Committee would recolleQ, that 
this was the native ſtaple commodity of the realm; that it was a 
great national manufactory to the amount of twenty millions ſter- 
ling ; that it employed a capital of five millions, and employed 
immediately a million and a half of the inhabitants of the land, 
It ſhould not haftily be expoſed to peril, at leaſt it ſhould be ma- 
turely conſidered and adjuſted upon fair and impartial evidence. 
Mr. Plumer here went into an abſtract of the woollen trade, traced 
it through all its gradations from Edward the Firſt down to its pre- 
ſent ſtate, and ſubjoined the opinions of ſome of the greateſt lawyers 
and ſtateſmen, who were decidedly, he ſaid, in favour of a prohi- 
bition to export wool as our grand ſtaple commodity. Through a 
ſeries of fixteen reigns, the laws, with very little variation, were 


uniformly in favour of it; and much reſpect, he contended, was 


due by us to the wiſdom of our anceſtors. We ſhould be guided 
by precedent, by experience, and not by ſpeculation. The inno- 


vation made in the reign of James the Firſt, in this article of our 


trade, led to all the miſeries that enſued : our induſtrious manu- 
facturers emigrated at that period; and thoſe who ſtaid behind, 
ruined through the want of employment, mingled in the confuſion 
which followed the reign of that Prince, and periſhed in the civil 
wars. When in the reign of Charles the Second the prohibition 
was put on, the preamble of the a& ſhews, by the wording of it, 
the high conſideration of this regulation for the benefit of the poor 
and induſtrious manufacturer. He then recapitulated the evidence, 
which he aſſerted went to prove the inadequacy of the produce of 


wool to the demand for the manufacture of it, and a fcarcity in the 
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article itſelf. That it was decreaſing in its produce, was a fact re- 
ſulting from a ſtatement of 1740, being then taken and admitted 
at $00,000 packs ; that quantity had fallen to 600,000, as ſtated 
in 1788, and this confirmed by examination now at the bar. He 
further inſiſted, that it appeared in evidence that the quality of the 
wool was deteriorated, as well as the quantity diminiſhed, by in- 
cloſures ; for that it was a principle adopted by the beſt informed 
men, that the wool of cattle was affected by the quality of the food 
they ate ; hence it was manifeſt that ſheep, browzing upon ſhort 
herbage, and having to ſeek their food through an extenſive range 
of country, by exerciſe and choice of food, were ſuperior to thoſe 
who fed in incloſures, in every reſpect except their grofineſs, and 
particularly in the quality of the wool. On the ſubject of the ſcarcity, 
he would further inſiſt on the evidence of a gentleman who proved 
that, with the greateſt diligence, he could procure but ſeventy packs 
ata time: he had a demand for two or three hundred for immediate 
uſe. That the inference was, that the growth of wool was on the 
decreaſe, and that it was now come to its acme, He took a view © 
of the argument tending to confider Ireland as an Engliſh county 
for the purpoſe of identifying the intereſts of the two kingdoms, 
and conſidered it as a ſophiſm, inaſmuch as the two iſlands were 
diſtin and ſeparate in ſeveral reſpects, and were even ſo conſidered 
in the reſolutions themſelves, which made the ſpecific taxation in the 
burthen to be borne of taxes paid by each country, in the ratio of 
I5 to 2, as well as in the ſeventh article on finance, which made a 


difference in the public debt of each country. The corn, meal, 


Ke. of each country were to be under the regulation of the Imperial 
Parliament, and he thought wool might be ſafely ſubmitted to a 
fimilar regulation. He thought, from the ſuperior claim of it, 
from the greatneſs of its capital, from the number it ſuſtained, and 
from the long poſſeſſion of its title to a prohibition, that Parliament 
ſhould be careful how it made a transfer of its trade. Ireland, it 
was ſaid, might be ameliorated by this regulation; it might alſo 
become the rival of this country. He referred, as a proof of the 
danger of this rivalry, to the reign of William the Third, when 


the Legiſlature was under the neceſſity of impoſing reſtraints to pre- 


vent the progreſs of our then competitors : this was an argument 
that the Iriſh were capable of enterprize and induſtry ſufficient to 
create a juſt alarm on this ſubject; and this was an additional 
motive why he would pray of the Committee to leave this open to 
the review of the Imperial Parliament. He would now finally 
and concluſively ſtate, as a motive for this delay, the conſideration 
that the export of wool to Ireland was the export of it to all Eu- 
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rope. Britiſh wodl was a favourite article in every country abroad, 
from its mixing up ſo advantageouſly with foreign wool ; for it wag 
well known that one third of Engliſh mingled with two-tiiirds of 
French wool, was manufactured uſually into good cloths. This 
gave it great conſideration on the Continent ; and the danger would 
be, that from its being in ſuch great requeſt, the clearing out for 
Ireland would furniſh pretence for carrying it to the ports of the 
Continent, and the exportation to Ireland would amount to an ex- 
portation to the reſt of Europe. The Committee would wiſely 
conſider how they paſſed a reſolution ſo much affecting the intereſts 
of Great Britain, its trade, its commerce, its revenue, and its general 
proſperity ; calling to mind the many excellent proviſions made by 
our anceſtors in favour of this ſource of our wealth, which had ſo 
largely contributed to promote the induſtry of its Inhabitants, and 
to raiſe the grandeur of the country : 


cc fic fortis Etruria crevit, 
« Scilicet, et rerum facta eſt pulcherrima Roma.” 


Mr. Plumer having coneluded, and 
The Houſe being reſumed, Mr. DoucLas reported the pro- 
greſs of the Committee, and aſked leave to fit again; upon which 
it was ordered, that the Houſe ſhould to-morrow reſolve itſelf into a 
Committee of the whole Houſe to conſider further of His Majeſty's 
moſt gracious meſſage. 

A meſſage from the Lords informed the Houſe, that their Lord- 
ſhips had agreed to the Oats and Oatmeal Importation Bounty bill, 
and to the bill for allowing the importation of goods from any part 
of America belonging to any Sovereign in Europe in amity with 
His Majeſty, in neutral veſſels, and to ſome private bills. 

Mr. RosE brought up a bill for ſuſpending the Duties on Hops 
imported, &c. Read a firſt time, and ordered to be your a ſecond 
time to-morrow. 

An account was laid before the Houſe of all Spaniſh wool | im- 
ported into this country. 

The SPEAKER obſerved, that this was a compliance in part 
only with the order which the Houſe made yeſterday for an account 
of all foreign wool ; but that the deficiency might be ſupplied here- 
after. This account was ordered to be printed. _ 

Mr. W1LBERFoORCE brought in a bill for the well-governing 
the charitable inſtitution called the Aſylum, &c. which was read a 
firſt time. 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Wedneſday, April 30. 

Lord HOLLAND roſe to make a motion upon the diſqualifi- 
cations under which the Roman Catholics labour both here and in 
Ireland. His Lordſhip ſaid, that the queſtion of Union which was 
now ſo far advanced in its progreſs, preſſed this ſubje& ſo ſtrongly 
upon their attention, that it ought not to paſs without being taken 
into mature conſideration. In viewing the queſtion, he thought 
that it ſhould be conſidered both as it affected the Roman Catholics 
in this country and thoſe in Ireland. The policy which ought to 
dictate the abrogation of the diſabilities under which they laboured 
in each country was different. In as far as the Roman Catholics of 
this country were concerned, it was a matter of juſtice that they 
ſhould be reſtored to privileges of which they had been fo long de- 
prived. In as far as the Iriſh Cathalies were concerned, the abo- 
lition of the diſabilities to which they were ſubjed, was a meaſure 
eſſential to the tranquillity of the ſiſter kingdom ; and the friends of 
the Union ought to ſupport a motion which tended to render the 
Union more acceptable to great numbers of men in Ireland. The 
motion he now propoſed to make was, for an inſtruction to the 
Committee to conſider of the diſabilities under which Roman 
Catholics labour, in conſequence of two Acts of Parliament, of 
Charles II. and William and Mary. The object of the inſtrue- 
tion was, to remove thoſe diſabilities; the effect of which would 
be, to place the Roman Catholics of both countries on a footing 
with regard to political rights. Another mode of proceeding had 
been ſuggeſted to him for the attainment of the object he had in 
view ; but he had preferred that which he now followed. The mode 
he alluded to was, afterwards to move for leave to bring in a bill to 
remove the diſabilities to which Engliſh Catholics were ſub- 
ject; and as, by the words of the Reſolutions on the Union, the 
Iriſh Catholics are to be placed upon the footing on which the 
Engliſh ſtand at the time of that meaſure paſſing, to remove the 
diſabilities of the latter after the Reſolutions are agreed to, would 
have the effect to reſtore their privileges to the former. This courſe, 
however, he conſidered rather diſingenuous, becauſe the Triſh Par- 
liament, in paſſing the Articles of Union, proceeded on the idea that 
law, as to Roman Catholics'in England, was to remain as it 
now is. He thought it right, therefore, to combine the conſidera- 
tion of the ſtate of the Catholics in Ireland with the queſtion of 
Union. His Lordſhip then adverted to the fituation of the Ro- 
Vor. XI. RED 
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man Catholics in this country. He took a view of the legiſlation 


reſpecting them, and the periods at which the laws had been paſſed, 
There were many Ads reſpecting that body of men, on which cer. 
tainly it would not be agrceable to refleR, as they were of a nature 
that partook of the violence and the prejudice of the times in which 
they were paſſed. Even the moſt ſanguinary of theſe laws, hoy. 
ever, had not directly exeluded Roman Catholics from being Mem. 
bers of the two Houſes of Legiſlature. The policy which excluded 
them from Parliament, conſidered them not ſo much as Roman Ca. 
tholics, but as a faction hoſtile to the eſtabliſhed government in 
church and ſtate. The oath of ſupremacy, in the caſe of Roman 
Catholics, was made to involve not merely the renunciation of an 
temporal authority of the Pope, but queſtions of faith which had no 
connection with that object. If it was objected that the Roman 
Catholics held opinions hoſtile to Government in acknowledging 
the temporal authority of the Pope in civil concerns, it may be an- 
ſwered, that in fact the very poſition which was imputed to the 
Roman Catholics as moſt dangerous, had been diſclaimed in the 
practice of many Catholic countries. In this country it was proved 
by many Ads of Parliament, that previous to the Reformation the 
temporal authority of the Pope had been drowned, and that it was 


thought criminal to acknowledge ſuch a right. It appeared, there- 


fore, that the ſentiments of the Roman Catholics upon this point 
were perfectly conſiſtent with the oath of ſupremacy, in ſo far as 
they were not ſubjected to be queſtioned by it on articles of belief. 
By an Act of His preſent Majeſty's reign, however, ſeveral of the 
hardſhips to which the Catholics had been expoſed were done 
away, and they were entitled to hold property on renouncing the 
ſupremacy of the Pope, an oath which he believed not twelve Ca- 
tholics in England would now refuſe. But it was ſurely unnece(- 


ſary to ſhew that the ſentiments of the Catholics reſpeRing the pov- 


ers of the Pope were at the preſent moment of very little importance. 
What danger could be apprehended from the pretenſions of a Bi- 
ſhop of Rome, whoſe authority is now fo greatly circumſcribed, and 
who, ſince his election to the Papal Chair, has not been able to ob- 
tain poſſeſſion of the temporal dominions which remain to the 
Church ? With reſpe& to the Engliſh Catholics, there could, he 


believed, be little objection to reſtoring them the right of ſitting in 


either Houſe of Parliament. Whatever policy might have diQatcd 
their excluſion in former times, the ſame cauſes did not now exiſt. 
The diſahility under which they laboured was a ſtigma that had 
continued too long, and could not be too ſpeedily removed. The 


juſtice. and policy of ſuch a meaſure were ſo evident, that he would 
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bot waſte their Lordſhips' time in illuſtrating the argument. With 


reſpe& to Ireland, he was of opinion, that the ſame juſtice, wiſdom 
and liberality were in favour of the complete abrogation of the diſa- 
bilities to which they were ſubje& ; but he conſidered it as abſo- 
lutely necefſary to the tranquillity of the country. A great autho- 
rity had lately ſtated, that whatever benefits and advantages, the 
Union was calculated to produce, their being realiſed would depend 
upon the peace. and tranquillity of Ireland. If this poſition was 
juſt, (as it undoubtedly was,) there could not be a ſtronger induce- 
ment to the adoption of the meaſure he had in view. The eman- 
cipation of the Catholics (a phraſe which, though he did not ap- 
prove, he uſed, becauſe it was applied to ſignify the reſtoration of 


the Catholics to their political rights) appeared a meaſure abſo- 


utely neceſſary to tranquilliſe men's minds in Ireland, and prepare 

the way for the attainment of thoſe benefits which were expected 

from the Union. The Catholics were computed- to form two- 

thirds of the population of Ireland ; and it ſurely was a "matter of 
the utmoſt importance to confider how theſe men were to be recon- 

ciled to the meaſure. In ſtating their numbers as an argument for 

putting an end to the diſqualifications to which they were ſubject, 

he truſted he ſhould not be accuſed of acting upon any jacobinical 

theory of government, In common ſenſe, with a view to general 
utility, it was neceſſary that this body of men ſhould be admitted 
to the enjoyment of their political rights. He had the authority of 
the friends of the Union, however they formerly might have main- 
tained the Government of Ireland, to urge that a ſtate of things 
where ſo many men were excluded fram the exerciſe of the moſt 
important political rights, was a ſtrange ſoleciſm in government, 
and productive of the greateſt miſchiefs. It was not his purpoſe at 
preſent to enter into a detail of the ſyſtem of oppreſſion, proſcrip- 
tion, and ſeverity which for ſo many years this {tate of things had 
produced. The friends of the Union, whatever might have been 
their former conduct, now admitted theſe evils. But it might be 
faid that much had been done to conciliate the people of Ireland. 
How and when theſe conceſſions had been made for that purpoſe, he 
ſnould not now inquire. Some of the warm ſupporters of the Union 
had been the enemies of theſe conceſſions. Now, however, that the 
Catholics were reſtored to their elective franchiſes, he ſaw no rea- 
ſon why they ſhould not likewiſe be rendered capable of fitting in 
Parliament. As to the danger which ſome affected to ſee in ſuch a 
meaſure, viz. the re-confiſcation of the eſtates which, by former acts 


of the legiſlature, had been torn from their poſſeſſors, nothing ap- 


peared to him more unfounded. At any rate the objection was 
3 G 2 
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wholly inapplicable to the preſent argument. It was often ſaid, 


too, that the great body of the Catholics was of the lower claſs, 
and were not affected by the exclufion from Parliament. Thoſe 
who reaſoned ſo had but little idea how deeply men might be af. 
fected by an inſult. Though they might not feel the actual opera. 
tion of the law, they were wounded by the degradation to which 
their whole body was expoſed. This rankled in their minds, and 
was often of more fatal tendency than a ſubſtantial injury. But 
perhaps it would be ſaid, though Miniſters themſelves did not diſap- 
prove of the meaſure in itſelf, the time was not favourable to it, and 
it ought not to be immediately connected with the Union. On the 
contrary, he thought, that to render the Union more acceptable, to 
reconcile ſo many of the people of Ireland to it, was one of the 
chief recommendations of this motion. Notwithſtanding that he 


- conſidered the policy of the Union doubtful, and ſome of its provi. 


fions, particularly with regard to repreſentation, alarming innovations, 
yet if he thought that the emancipation of the Catholics was to ac- 
company the Union, it would ſoften much of his hoſtility to the pro- 
jet. If he himſelf then conſidered the reſtoration of the rights of 
the Catholics ſo ſtrong a recommendation, what muſt be the feelings 
of thoſe who were ſo much more nearly intereſted in it? It tad 
been ſaid, indeed, that it was not worth while to attempt reclaiming 
thoſe who were diſaffected in Ireland. If any Miniſter, however, 
did not think it worth while, by wiſe and liberal meaſures, to conci- 
liate thoſe who were diſaffected, and to bring them back tv their 
duty, ſuch a Miniſter would be unfit to be truſted with the conduct 
of public affairs. It certainly was an object of the higheſt import- 
ance to ſtrengthen His Majeſty's government by conciliating the 
aftcctions of ali his ſubjeds. But it might be ſaid, it would be bet- 
ter to wait. He, on the contrary, thought that the preſcnt was the 
moment to remove all the doubts which the Catholics might enter- 
tain, and to render them friendly ro the meaſure, by ſhewing them 
candidly the advantages they would gain. It would thus tend to 
confirm thoſe who hefitatcd in their opinion, and to reconcile thoſe 
who might be hoſtile to the Union. It had been ſaid, that the 
emancipation was a mere pretext, cmplcyed to delude the people of 


Ireland; but its being ſucceſsful 2s a pretext, was a proof of how 


much importance it was to take it away, In the late rebellion, 

which however he would never be induced to call a Catholic Rebel- 

lion, ſo many would not have been led away by it, had not the re- 

ſtraints under which the Catholics laboured been confidered as griev- 

ances. It was a grievance to be eſti;nated in its operation on men's 

minds; not by the injury it did, but by the inſult which it ſuppoſed. 
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It might be ſaid too, that the Parliament of Ireland would not 


agree to the Union if the reſtoration of the Catholics to their rights 


were connected with it, and that it might be granted by the United 
Parliament. Not to mention, however, that the fame influence 
againſt the meaſure would afterwards continue, that was a diſinge- 
nuous mode of proceeding. The Catholics could now have no ſecu- 
rity that any thing would be done in their favour, and they would 
naturally be inclined to doubt. This queſtion was compared to 
that of the heritable juriſdictions in Scotland, which, though ex- 
preſsly guarded by the Articles of Union, wereafterwards aboliſhed. 
What was there then in that example encouraging to the Catholics 
of Ireland? The abolition of heritable juriſdiction did not take 
place till forty years after the Union, and in direct violation of it. 
The only way therefore to give the Catholics of Ireland a-dire& 
intereſt in the Union was, to hold out to them a certain advantage, 


and it was at the ſame time the only means for ſecuring that tran-„ 


quillity which was admitted to be effential to the ſucceſs of the mea- 
ſure of a Union. His Lordſhip concluded with moving “ That 
it be an inſtruction to the Committee, to whom the papers concern- 
ing the Union were referred, to conſider of two acts 20th Cha. II, 
and 1ſt William and Mary, reſpeQing the diſabilities to which 
Catholics are ſubject.“ 

Lord BORINGDON ſaid, it gave him real concern to hear 
the motion that had been brought forward by his noble friend, and 
the arguments with which it had been ſupported, becauſe he thought 
the ſubject in queſtion one of the moſt important of all the truly 
important conſiderations connected with the Union between this 
country and the ſiſter kingdom, and ſuch. as ought by no means to 
be agitated on the ſudden, or brought forward through the medium 
of a premature and ill-digeſted motion. Of all others it appeared 
to him, his Lordſhip ſaid, that this was. the moſt unfit moment that 
could have been choſen for the ſort of diſcuſſion that ſuch a motion 
might lead to; and therefore he deprecated the entering into any 
debate upon a queſtion of ſuch magnitude, which the wiſdom and 
good ſenſe of the Legiſlature of Ireland had forborne to interfere 
with, and which, from the ſilence hitherto obſerved reſpecting it, 
both in that and the other Houſe of Parliament, he had flattered 
himſelf would have been ſuffered to remain at reſt and perfectly un- 
diſturbed, while the two Houſes of Parliament were engaged in 
diſcuſſing the propoſitions ſent over to this country by the Legiſla- 
ture of the ſiſter kingdom. Much as he was a friend to the pro- 


poſed Union of the Parliaments of the two countries, as the wiſeſt 


means that could be adopted with a view to concentrate the ſtrength 
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of the empire, and add to its ſecurity, no ſmall part of his admira. 


tion of the meaſure aroſe from a conſideration that the Union, 


when effected, would afford the beſt and moſt ſalutary opportunity 
of "diſcuſſion, not only of the ſubject to which his Noble Friend's 
motion went, but of all other queſtions of a delicate political nature, 
which undoubtedly could not be agitated with equal ſafety, with 
equal temper, and with equal caution, in an Iriſh Houſe of Parlia. 
ment, or even in a Britiſh Houſe of Parliament, as they could be 
in an United Imperial Parliament, the members of which woulg 
have the benefit of all the local knowledge of their fellow mem. 
bers, the Repreſentatives of Ireland, who muſt neceſſarily be better 
acquainted with the true intereſts of Ireland, and all the bearings of 
the queſtion upon thoſe intereſts, than they could be. Indeed the 
queſtion appeared to him to be ſo much a queſtion concerning Ire. 
land, two-thitds of the inhabitants of which kingdom were Roman 
Catholics, that after the Iriſh Legiſlature, by forbearing to meddle 
With it, had in a marked manner reſerved it for the conſideration 
and diſpoſal of the colleQive wiſdom of the United Parliament, it 
would not, in his opinion, be treating the Iriſh Parliament reſpe&- 
Fully if that Houſe took upon itſclf to decide upon it preliminarily, 
and before they had finithed the detail of the Reſolutions ſent over to 


them from Ireland, as articles propoſed to be the grounds and prin- 


ciples of the propoſed Union. For theſe reaſons, and in order that 
the ſubject might remain Juſt where it was before his noble friend 
had brought forward his motion, Lord Boringdon moved the pre- 
vious queſtion. 

The Marquis of LANSDOWNE ſaid, that having been pre- 
vented by ill health from attending his duty in that Houſe, and taking 


part in the various diſcuſſions in which their Lordſhips had lately 
been engaged on the important ſubject of the Union, he hoped, 
as a Member of ſome ſtanding in that Houſe, to be indulged in 
ſaying a few words upon the ſubject at large, which indeed was 
immediately conneRed with the motion that day brought forward 


by his noble friend near him. Their Lordſhips will do him the 


honour to recollect, that he had in the courſe of the laſt ſeſſion 


pretty ſtrongly intimated his opinion in favour of the propoſed Union, 
and indeed called for the meaſure. Having conſidered it more and 
more ſince that time, had he found the ſmalleſt reaſon to alter his 


opinion, he would, like a man of honour, have come forward in 
that Houſe, and candidly and explicitly ſaid —I did laſt ſeſſion give 
your Lordſhips my opinion in favour of a Union of the Legiſla- 
: tures of the two kingdoms of Great Britain and Ireland, but, upon 
examination, I find reaſon to alter it reſpecting ſuch and ſuch par- 
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ticular points. The fact, however, being, that he had not found 
any occaſion to change a ſingle ray of his ſentiments on the ſubject, 
he ſtood up then to avow-himſelf a firm friend to the meaſure, and 
to enter his claim to all his ſhare of reſponſibility that might by 
any be thought to attach to Miniſters for having ſet it on foot ; 
becauſe he was convinced that it was a meaſure founded in the 
trueſt political wiſdom, and conducted in a manner at once liberal 
and fair to Ireland, as well as judicious and juſt in reſpect to this 
country. He highly applauded the weight that was given in the 
ſcale of repreſentatiun to the counties of Ireland, as that was the 
ſureſt means of having intelligent and independent men, men of 
local knowledge and deeply ſkilled in the intereſts of Ireland, ſent 
over to the United Parliament of the two kingdoms. The only 
blemiſh that was, in his mind, at all diſcernible in the Union, was 
in reſpect to ſome of the great towns, one of which he could ſpeak 
of from perſonal knowledge, as it was a watering-place which he 
had viſited, viz. the town of Belfaſt. It happened, that in the 


midſt of the large and popuious town of Belfaſt, where there were 


25,000 inhabitants, there was a petty borough, conſiſting of twelve 
perſons only, and that the property of an individual. He ſpoke 
without meaning any diſreſpet to the noble Lord to whom this 


borough belonged ; but he could not avoid ſaying that it was, in the 


plaineſt ſenſe of the words, a rotten borough ; becauſe ſo long as it 
remained private property, it was natural to expect that a brother, 
or a couſin, or ſome dependent, would be choſen the repreſentative, 
Inſtead of a well-informed merchant, capable of aſſiſting with his 
advice in the framing ſuch- meaſures as might be moſt uſeful and 
advantageous to regulate the commerce of the north of Ireland. 
This, however, was a little blemiſh that he hoped would in time 
be effectually done away, and then the Union would remain a 
brilliant ſun, without a ſingle ſpot to deface or deform it. His 
Lordihip ſpoke in terms of great ſatisfaction of the Union, declar- 
ing, that while the States on the Continent were aiming at aggran- 
dizement, though he hoped this country would never be influenced 
by any ſuch impolitic view, yet it behoved us to do what wat ob- 
viouſly both our duty and our intereſt, viz. concentrate the Ritength 
of the Britiſh Empire, and unite its parts. No man, he faid, could 
look on a map without ſeeing how extremely adviſeable it was that 
Grezt Britain and Ireland ſhould conſolidate their firength ; the one 
iſland was a ſecurity to the Eaftern coaſt of the other, and the other 
iſland a ſecurity to the Weſtern coaſt of the former. If it had 


pleaſed Providence to have made a Continent of Great Pritain and 


Ireland, how defirable would it have been that the two had been 


— ¶ F‚— 
—_ 


— 
—_— 


FIAT = A _ \ On * 8 — — 
= \ =. - -. TIS —— 8 = _ \ = 


—— —_—— 


_ 
«oo 


— 
* WIGS re _—_— 
- — > ws» F - — 1 >» 
” +> ew = — —_ Z : — 

_— n 8 _ 


— 
— _ 
CY 


46 PARLIAMENTARY [Lonps. Ar 
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ſeparate, and a navigation cut between them? The Iriſh ſea there. of 
fore was to be conſidered as a glorious navigation, well fitted for Da 
aſſiſting the commerce, and adding to the wealth of both kingdoms, ner 
After dwelling ſtrongly on the great national benefits likely to reſult ae 
from the Union, the Marquis ſaid, he had only heard of two ob- En 
jections made to it, that had any weight whatever; and the moſt not 
material of them was, that it was againſt the ſenſe of the People fre 
of Ireland. In anſwer to this, he ſaid he could not believe it: dot 
Sure he was, the majority of the people of property were all ſtrongly dic 
in favour of it; and it was the Parliament of Ireland, the Repre- Wa 
ſentatives of the Property of the Country, to which we muſt look in 
up for the ſenſe of the People of Ireland, and not conſider the popula. to 
tion numerically, nor look to petitions or ſubſcriptions. Indeed a 1 
there was fcarcely one of their Lordſhips ſo young as not to know an 
how eaſy it was to obtain petitions and numerous ſubſcriptions on of 
almoſt every occaſion. He recollected, in the year 1767, when 2c 
he was Secretary of State, on coming down rather late to that Houſe, lay 
he was told, that a petition with a numerous liſt of ſubſcribers had eu 
been juſt preſented, the prayer of which was that he might be im- ſo 
peached. He was told it came from the Royal Exchange; and, in 
being deſirous to ſee who were the ſubſcribers, he took it up, when wi 
the very firſt name he caſt his eye upon was that of one of his par- th 
ticular friends, an Alderman of London. The next day the Alder- m 
man called on him, when he told him that he did not expect to la 
ſee him again in his Houſe. The Alderman (Sir William Stephen- th 
ſon) ſtared, and aſked him, why ſo? His Lordſhip explained that Ir 
he had ſeen his name to a petition deſiring that he might be im- 80 
peached ; when the Alderman replied with indifference, Oh, w 
aye, I did fign a petition at the Royal Exchange, which they told ty 
me was for the impeachment of a Miniſter ; I always fign a peti- tl 
tion to impeach a Miniſter, and J recolle that as ſoon as I had I 
ſubſcribed it twenty more put their names to it.” There Lord- n 
ſhips therefore would judge what weight was to be given to ſub- 
ſcriptions. Not, at the ſame time, that he meant to undervalue if 


the population of the Country. It was the bulk of the Peoplc 

who were in effect the active force of every coyntry, and eſpecially 

fo of Ireland. But, in general, they were not ſufficiently intelli- 

1 gent and well-informed to know the political intereſts of the country. 

1 Even if a propoſal was made to open the port of London on con- 

3 dition of the City's giving up the Lord Mayor's gilt coach and the 

_ dinners at Guildhall, he verily believed ſome of the citizens would 
ſtick to the ſyllabubs and their Guildhall, dinners and gilt coach, 

rather than conſent to part with them as a condition to have the port 
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of London opened for the importation of the merchandiſe of 
Dantziek, Embden, and all the rich ports and cities of the Conti- 


nent, with the very names and ſituations of which they were not 


acquainted. With. reſpect to what had been abſurdly called Catholic 
Emancipation, the matter was merely fanciful, this country having 
nothing to concede, as they had already rcſtored the Catholics to the 
free exerciſe of their franchiſes ; and what little remained to be 
done, he hoped would be done liberally. But perhaps the Union 
did not go far enough, the Catholics ſhould be ſet at reſt ; and there 
was another grievance that called loudly for redreſs, and that was 
in reſpe& to tythe. In ſaying this, he meant nothing diſreſpeAful 
to the Clergy, who had aQted nobly and generouſly with regard to 
a recent act of Parliament. That generoſity deſerveꝗ its reward, 
and he hoped would receive it. The whole produce of the tythes 
of Ireland did not amount, as he underſtood, to more than 
200,000l. © In God's name aboliſh them, and lay it upon the 
landlord ! any where elſe, ſaid his Lordſhip, than on the poor oc- 
cupant. Let the Clergy have as much more as you will, but in 
ſome other way.” His Lordſhip explained the oppreſſive manner 
in which tythes operated on the lower order of occupants in Ireland, 
who have nothing but their paltry bed of potatoes, and even that 
they were haraſſed by Proctor after Proctor to pay tythes for. After 
much detail on this point, his Lordſhip aid, the true intereſt of Ire- 


lagd required that the landlord and the tenant ſhould come toge- 


ther, and that the middle man ſhould be wholly done away. He 
informed the Houſe, that he had promiſed his peaſantry in the 
South-Weſt of Ireland, on the word of a man of honour, that he 
would never let paſs an opportunity of enforcing the abolition of 
tythes, and he was determined to keep his word. He lamented 
that he differed ſo widely from his noble friend on the general ſub- 
ject of the Union, but had no difinclination to ſupport his preſent 
motion, | | 

The Earl of LLVERPOOL ſaid, that the motion brought 
forward this night by the noble Lord, was of the utmoſt/ delicacy 
and importance, and ſhould be treated with that caution and deli- 
beration which a ſubje& of ſuch magnitude required. It was 
alſo a ſubject that involved a great complexity of conſiderations 
and intereſts, It ought, therefore, in his opinion, not to have 
been introduced collaterally, but to be met directly, and to be 
fully diſeuſſed wich the aid of all the various information that 
might be expected from the Imperial Parliament, in which 
alone ſuch a queſtion could properly be diſcuſſed. To diſcuſs it 
in the manner now propoſed, would only argue an unfair inter- 


Vol. XI. x | 3 H 


DEBATES. 417 


- — — - 
1 — * b 
P TIL, a —_— —— — . — — = , \ 
_ , -_ 


— — EIS 
— — 8 
— . 


—41ů —ͤ— — — — 29 * | —— 
* 3 n N eo = -. 
Fire DPD 3 —_ _—_ 


— . COS 


ö 
| 
| 


* N 
"a . 3 a n .V 
— — 8 2 
EY a „ 2 . — A 2 7 * 
PL 4 0 l N 4 pry 5 * 2*—9 une 
a a = N N * 7 & 
"PP 4 K # « 8 - 
- 
=— 
* 


* 12 
* 
een 
— -* . — 


— 


— 8 S - 


D 


2 5 N — — 


2 
> 
4 7 
„ 
2 
rn 
n 
8 0 
— 
* 2 
+ 4 
+ 
I. 
* 7 . 
* 
=" a 
1 3 
9 of \ 
- : 
\ "no 4 . 
- \ . 
d. ; - 
—Y . 
1 
1313 
8 —4 
* . 
1 * 
== 
Fol 
+ SS 
« . : 
FJ 
7 — * 
1 
br 
= x 
+ 4 
4% 
* 4 a * 
a 5 
„ 
N 
"5 
# / » % 
"3 
. 
1 
(1 % 
14 
42 1 
+ 
4+ 
2 14 
2. 1 
45 1 
1 
5B 8 
« 1 2 
A 1 54 
1 
4 3 l 
. T4 
\ 
if 
1 
'T I 
: "7 
_ = 
i» In 
a 
4 1 
17 
* 
3 
o +3 
F | 


* — 
. 
— YR E 


418 PARLIAMENTARY | | [Lords, 


ference with the decifions of the Iriſh Parliament. The noble 
Mover will alſo do right to recolleR, that the two acts to which he 
had alluded, the zoth of Charles II. and 1ſt of William, (which 
act it was the tendency of his motion to repeal,) were the great baſis 
and main foundation upon which reſted the preſent eſtabliſhment 
in Church and State. Upon ſuch points, therefore, it was-ſcarcely 
prudent to touch lightly. As to the details of the great mcaſure 
which now occupied the attention of Parliament, the Legiſlative 
Union of the two kingdoms, both in its ſpirit and details, he was 
fure it might be found liberal, and far from being liable to the ob- 
jection often urged againſt it, that it would increaſe the influence 
of the Crown: on the contrary, it was calculated in almoſt every 
reſpect to check that influence, and to lean to an increaſe of popular 
influence, by the manner in which the Iriſh repreſentatives in the 


Imperial Parliament were to be choſen. It was moreover an ad 


that in its nature muſt be ſuppoſed to be perpetual. - It would, 
therefore, be wrong to tie up the hands of the Legiſlature, and pre- 
vent ſuch future modifications as the collected wiſdom of the United 
Parliament might deviſe as proper to promote the mutual intereſis 
and happineſs of both countries. 

Earl FITZWILLIAM faid, that, as the queſtion now ſtood, 
it could only give room for uncertain-and anxious conjecture, with- 
out affordipg-the leaſt ground of ſatisfaction to the minds of the 
Irith Roman Catholics. In every thing that was connected with 
the meaſure of an Union, it was his opinion that their Lordſhips 
ſhould proceed in the ſpirit of peace and conciliation, and that this 
ſpirit ſhould manifeſt itſelf in a due regard to all the claſſes of the 
community. He muſt beg leave to differ from a noble Earl (Li- 
verpool) reſpecting the nature of the two acts upon which that noble 
Karl con-cived the preſcnt eſtabliſhment to reſt. It could never 
be intended that theſe acts were to remain in force for ever, with- 
out any regard to the changes in opinion and conduQ which time 


and emergencies might produce. They were framed againſt a par- 


ticular deſcription of perſons which now ceaſed to exiſt : they were 
directed againſt ſuperſtition, bigotry, and difloyalty ; ; and therefore 
ſhould not affect the liberal, the well-meaning, and the loyal Ca- 
tholic of the preſent day. It was proper, therefore, that ſome de- 
claration. ſhould be made, on which the Catholics of the latter cha- 
racter might depend; and it was his ſincere wiſh that the declara- 
tion might be made in the moſt open, fair, explicit and candid man- 
ner poſſible. - Without ſuch a declaration, he could not ſee how it 
was poſſible to ſecure the complete and cordial acquieſcence of the 
Iriſh Catholics in ths propoſed Union. | 


* 
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Earl Fitzwilliam ſaid, that from the ſpeeches of particular 
Members in the confidence of Government, there was ſufficient 
grounds to form a favourable conjecture on behalf of the Catholics, 
but yet there was not ſufficient to ſatisfy the People of Ireland upon 
this ſubject. Every thing connected with the, important meaſure 
of an Union ſhould be attended with a ſpirit of conciliatien, and an 
intention ſhould be manifeſted to ſatisfy the Catholjes of Ireland 


upon points which they conſidered to be their birth- right. The 


political ſafety of this country reſulted in a great meaſure from the 
conciliatory meaſures that had been adopted within the laſt century 
with Ireland. He could not, however, conſider thoſe ſettlements 
with regard to the Catholics of Ireland reſulting from the two acts 
paſſed in their favour, to be for ever fitting and concluſive under all 
circumſtances. That deſcription of Catholics did not now exiſt 
who were friends to the exiled, and enemies to the preſent reigning 
Family; the loyalty of no deſcription of people was exceeded by 
thoſe who were at that time excluded the full enjoyment of their 
parliamentary rights. He wiſhed their Lordſhips to adopt the pro- 
poſition of the noble Mover of this queſtion, in order that the people 
of Ireland might know what they had to depend upon in the event 
of an Union. It was true, that the maſs of the Catholics of Ire- 
land had expreſſed a degree of ſatisfaction when the laſt act paſſed 
in their favour ; but on the preſent important queſtion reſpecting an 
Union, that acquieſcence had been ſuſpended, from the want of a 
clear and explicit declaration of this country as to their intentions 
reſpecting the Catholics. He would aſk, was it not deſirable to 
obtain their concurrence to the Union by a propoſition like the pre- 
ſent, and by declaring the fituation in which it was meant to. place 
them? On this ſubje&, Parliament could not be too candid and 
ingenuous. The motion was not only relatively, but abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary in the preſent circumſtances, as tending to conciliation be- 
tween the two countries, without which no defirable Union could 
be rendered effeQual. pony 

Lord MULGRAVE ſaid, that he was anxious to draw their 
Lordſhips' attention to one ſtrong objection to the agitation of this 
queſtion at preſent ; which was, that it had already been conſidered 
in the Parliaments of both kingdoms ; and upon this, as well as 
upon the whole of the general -queſtion of an Union, they had de- 
cided with a wiſdom and magnanimity becoming the ſubject. It 
had been provided in the reſolutions. adopted by both Parliaments, 
that this ſubject reſpecting the» Catholics was a fit ſubject for deli- 
beration, but that it was of ſo, much importance to both countries as 
not to be proper to be conſidered but by their joint concurrence. It 
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would be far better to come to this diſcuſſion with the aid of Mem. 


bers in both Parliaments, after being united in one ; and it would he 
conſtrued as a poor compliment to diſcuſs a point of this importance 
without the concurrence of Iriſh Members. He agreed with the 
noble Marquis, that numerical population, independent of property, 
was no conſtitutional criterion of repreſentation ; but, upon this 
principle, the Catholics of Ireland, without reckoning their num- 
bers, would be able to ſpeak here by means of their repreſentatives, 
If the preſent motion were carried, a deciſion would be prema- 
turely come to, reſpecting the ſituation of the Catholics after the 
Union, and without having the aid of thoſe Iriſh Members who 
muſt be ſuppoſed to be moſt converſant with the affairs of their own 
country. On this account he conſidered it to be the part of ſound 
policy to wait, and not to decide by a preſent act on a ſubject of 
ſuch importance, which, after the Union took place, could nor well 
be repealed by the Imperial Parliament. His opinion was, that 
whatever was not neceſſarily connected with a Legiflative Union, 
was a ſubject that ought not to be introduced in an act of this na- 
ture previous to the Union taking place. The Catholic queſtion 
was one common to both countries. He muſt. deprecate the pre- 


mature diſcuſſion of it, and adopting a deciſion on the ſubject, 2s 


extremely indiſereet and uncandid. 

Lord HOBART ſaid, that with reſpect to the Roman Catholics 
of Ireland, a majority of that Parliament had thought that whilſt 
that Parliament exiited, it was unfit that any farther indulgence 
ſhould be granted. The intereſts of the Catholics appeared to him 
to be intimately connected with that of an Union. Had the Ca- 
tholics thought otherwiſe, they would doubtleſs have found ſome 
Members of their Parliament © have brought the ſubject forward; 
but they ſaw the inexpediency of ſuch a ſtep, and acted wiſely in 
forbearing to take it: under all theſe circumſtances, it would be 
wrong in their Lordſhips to agitate this queſtion. ' Had there been 
any promiſe given by Miniſters, or any expeQaticn formed in conſe- 
quence by the Catholics, ſuch agitation might be proper; but no 
other language had ever been held out, than that the ſubject would 
be fit for diſcuſſion in the Imperial Parliament after an Union took 
place. This was not the fit time to bring forward the queſtion, or 
to break in upon the bulwarks of the Con titrution. If any conceſ- 
fion were made, it ought to be by the Imperial Parliament, and 
ought to be conſidered, according to the principles of the C onſtitu- 
tion, as a conec ſſion of indulgencics, and not of rights and privi- 


leges ; they ought to be granted to ſupplications, and not to 
demand. 
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Lord MOIRA ſaid, that whatever objections he might have 
formerly urged againſt the projected Union, he conceived they were 
now, in a great meaſure, ſuperſeded by the acquieſcence of the Iriſh 


Parliament. While he thus conſidered the main queſtion to be ſet 


at reſt, he would allo admit, that the detail ſeemed to be reconciled 
upon principles juſt and equitable, viewed in relation to the condi- 
tion of the two countries. There was no neceſſity, therefore, for 
his detaining the Houſe with any obſervations upon the ſeveral arti- 
cles. He had riſen to ſay a few words only in. juſtification of the 
grounds on which he originally oppoſed the meaſure, in conſequence 
of what had then fallen from a noble Lord on the ſame fide of the 
Houſe, (Lord Lanſdowne.) He covld not agree with that noble 
Lord in giving excluſive importance to property, in deciding a mea- 
ſure of ſo momentous a nature. The people undoubtedly, in a 
conſtitutional ſenſe, were to be regarded as conſiſting of thoſe only 
who poſſeſſed the qualifications which the Conſtitution required for 
exerciſing the right of ſuffrage. But, whether the property actually 
poſſeſſed by perſons of this deſcription were of a ſmaller or greater 
extent, he would ſtill contend that, without their unequivocal ſanc- 
tion, expreſſed by a decided majority, no meaſure ought to have 
been adopted, which ſo widely deviated as the preſent from the or- 
dinary and regular exerciſe of Legiſlative authority. It was in 
order to give fulltime for aſcertaining whether this ſanction ſhould be 
given, that he, laſt year, deprecated the precipitancy with which 
the Union was urged forward ; and he was not now diſpoſed to 
retract any of the ſentiments which he had then delivered. The 
complexion of the queſtion, however, was altered by the recent deci- 
ſion of the Iriſh Parliament, who muſt be ſuppoſed to have conſulted 
the inclination, as well as the intereſts, of the great body of their 
conſtituents ; and now, looking upon the Union as a meaſure that 
muſt take place, he conceived it to be his duty, inſtead of endeavour- 
ing to impede its progreſs, to do every thing in his power to bring 
it to a happy conclution. Entertaining this opinion, he regretted 
that the motion which gave riſe to the preſent diſcuſſion had been 
brought forward at this criſis; more particularly as he was now 


laiisicd, that it was in the contemplation of His Majeſty's Miniſters |, 


to embrace the firſt ſeaſonable opportunity of making a propoſition 
tor removing the grievances of that claſs of the Iriſh People to 
whom the motion related. He hoped that the Mover would not 
preſs it to a decifion ; for, whether got rid of by a direct negative, 
or by the previous queſtion, he was apprehenſive that occaſion 
would be taken to miſconſtrue that decifion, and to irritate the 


feelings of the Catholic ſubjects of Ireland. His Lordſhip con- 


* 
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cluded with ; imploring the noble Lord to withdraw the 


motion. 


The Marquis of LANSDOWNE poke! in explanation with re. 


ſpect to the diſtinction he had drawn between property and popula. 


tion. He alſo withed the preſent queſtion to paſs off without a divi. 
ſion; while he truſted that the caſe of the Catholics would be 
taken into the ſerious conſideration of the Imperial Parliament, 


Though he thought it would have been better to have explained to 


the Catholics the intention of Parliament in caſe of an Union; 
yet, for the reaſons ſtated by the Noble Lord who had preceded 
him in debate, he thought it better not to riſk a diviſion. 

Lord HOLLAND in reply ſaid, that, in the courſe of the argu. 
ments of thoſe noble Lords who had oppoſed his motion, the mo- 
tion itſelf, its object, and its tendency, had been wholly miſunder- 
ſtood. A noble Earl (Lord Liverpool) had ſaid, it would be un- 


-wiſe to tie down the Legiſlature to any ſpecific meaſures to be taken 


ſubſequently to the Union. His motion, his Lordſhip declared, 


did no ſuch thing; it only held out a pledge and an aſſurance to 


Ireland, that what had been, however abſurdly, termed Catholic 
Emancipation, ſhould be taken into conſideration in due time. He 
obſerved, that a noble Lord (Lord Hobart) had ſaid, that a change 


of circumſtances might occaſion him to change his opinion, It was 


evident, therefore, that he thought it might be right under different 
circumſtances to adopt the object of his motion. Lord Holland 
replied alſo to part of Lord Mulgrave's and Lord Moira's arguments, 


and declared that he certainly would not conſent to withdraw his 


motion. As to whether he ſhould divide the Houſe upon it or not, 
he did not think it was exactly . to mention any thing on that 
point then. 

Lord HOBART explained what he had ſaid relative to the Ca- 
tholies not having made any application for that which the motion 
of the noble Lord was intended to embrace. What he meant to 
convey was, not that any queſtion of right was to be conſidered; but 
that the Catholies did not wiſh, by any premature application to 
Parliament, to do that by which they might riſk an injury of tleir 
intereſts. 

Lord BORINGDON ſaid a few words expreſſive of his de- 
termination to inſiſt. on the previous queſtion, 

Lord GREN VILLE faid, his ſentiments. were, as they had been 
in the whole courſe of the debate, entirely in favour of the previous 


- queſtion. His intention was not to have ſaid a fingle vd upon 


the ſubjeA now before the Houſe ; but he found that tr, 2 likely 


to ſubject him to ſome inconyenienee: there were occ , WP | 
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w the deed, on which the only poſſible way to avoid miſconception in one 

inſtance, and miſrepreſentation in another, was to obſerve an abſo- 
th re. lute filence ; however, he thought it right to ſay this, that the queſ- 
pula. tion brought forward by the motion of the noble Lord, would, if 
divi. the motion for tlie previous queſtion was carried, ſtand preciſely . 
d be where it did before the motion was made. He would alſo add, that 
ment, he conceived a queſtion ſo deeply intereſting to both the nations as 
ed to this was, would, for various, and ſome of them the moſt obvious 
nion; reaſons, be better diſeuſſed by the United Parliaments of the two g 
ceded countries, rather than be ſubmitted to the wiſdom of the two Par- 5 

liaments in a ſeparate ſtate, however great or unqueſtionable that 1 
argu- wiſdom might be. However inſufficient the obſervation he was = 
mo- going to make might appear to ſome of their Lordſhips, yet it was i 
nder- one which he could not help making, and that was, that it did ap- | 
e un- pear to him to be the beſt and indeed the only prudent way for A 
taken him to expreſs himſelf upon this ſubject, to ſay, „that this queſ- | 
lared, tion will be beſt decided in an United Parliament; and that what- 11 
ce to ever may be the deeiſion of the United Parliament, that deciſion, if in 
tholic it ſhould happen even to be wrong, will be productive of much leſs is 
, He inconvenience than the ſame deciſion "could or would produce, if bal 
hange made by the two Parliaments, while the two countries remained pf! 
[t was ſeparate,” : Uo 
Ferent The previous queſtion was then put and carried. | 
olland = | and 
nents, * 
w be HOUSE OF COMMONS. 1 
or not, | 
n that Wedneſday, April 30. 

The MasrERS in CHANCERy brought down the bill from the 

e C. Lords, to enable the Lords Commiſſioners of His Majeſty's Trea- 
noun ſury to iſſue Exchequer Bills to an amount to be limited on the 
ant to aids of the preſent year; to which the Lords had agreed with..ut 
_ any amendment. 
10 


F their 
11s de- 


d been 


e vious 


pon 
likely 


Mr. TrorxnTON moved, that there be laid before the Houſe the 
amount of the Duty on Hops, of the _ of Great Britain, in 
1799, Ordered. 

Mr. TiERN EY moved, that there be nid before the Houſe the 
amount of the Duty on Hops in 1797 and 1798. Ordered. 

Mr. TwoRwToON moved, that the bill from the Lords for the 
more ſtrict obſervance of Gdod- Friday be read a firſt time. Read 


a firſt time, and ordered to be read a ſecond time on wn 
next. ; NOS 
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Sir W. GEARY moved, „ that the bill for erecting a Gaol in 
the Weſtern Diviſion of Kent be now read a ſecond time.“ 

Sir EDWARD KNATCHBULL ſearcely thought it neceffary 
to add any thing to what Counſel had advanced in ſupport of the pet. 
tions againſt the bill. The act of the gth of George II. was 
founded on the preſentments of the Grand Jury in Rocheſter and 
in Maidſtone. Two Quarter Seſſions had been held for the Wef. 
tern Diviſion, each of which he attended, in hopes that a propoſition 
would come from the Magiſtrates aſſembled there, for a compre. 
miſe ; but as no propoſition came, he thought it his duty to oppoſe 
the bill, as it would tend to raiſe confuſion in the country, He 
therefore moved, That the bill be read a ſecond time this day 
. fix months.” 

Sir W. GEARY. ſupported the bill, on the ground of neceſſity, 
The act of the gth of George II. was contrary to the law of the 
land ; and if he had fat in the Houſe at the time, he would have 
oppoſed it on that ground. His honourable colleagues certainly 
attended the ſeſſion, and did make a propoſition, that the Eaſtern 
Diviſion ſhould be allowed ſo much for the wear and tear of their 
gaol. He believed it was made in thoſe words. 

Sir E. KNATCHBULL anſwered, that he, as an individual, 
could make no propoſition ; but that if it was intended that any 
ſhould be made, it ſhould come from the Magiſtrates, who were ca- 
pable of making it. 

Mr. BRAGGE thought it was an anomalous caſe; and that if 
the preſent bill went merely to a repeal of the gth of George II. 
it would require another bill to ſettle the buſineſs to the ſatisfaQion 
of both parties. He ſhould therefore vote for the amendment, 
that gentlemen in the interval might turn the matter in their minds, 
and that a bill on a wider view of the queſtion might be brought in, 

ſo as to place Kent on the ſame footing as other counties; on 
which the Houſe divided: For the amendment, 56 ; Againſt, 20. 
Majority, 16. | 

Mr. Chancellor PITT moved the order of the day for the 
. Houſe again to reſolve itſelf into a Committee of the whole Houle, 

to conſider His Majeſty's moſt gracious meſſage communicating 
the reſolutions of the Iriſh Parliament. | | 

Mr. TIERNEY wiſhed to know whether the right honourablc 
Gentlemen ſtill intended that the Report of the Committee ſhould be 

brought up and eonſidered on Friday f It would be highly 1mpro- 
per, he ſaid, to hurry a buſineſs of ſuch importance with fo great 
rapility through the Houſe. From the evidence which had be" 
given at the Bar with regard to the, woollen trade, he did not lee 
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how it could be poſſible to diſcuſs the commercial article of Union 
to-morrow ; and he hoped the right honourable gentleman would 
perceive the propriety of deferring the conſideration of the Report 
till the middle of next week. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid he could ſee no reaſon for delay. 
In his opinion, the Report of the Committee ſhould certainly 
be brought up on Friday, and be begun to be conſidered on that 
day. | 

Mr. TIERNEY contended, that he did not aſk too much when 
he begged that the buſineſs ſhould be put off till next week. It 
was impoſſible that all the evidence could be underſtood and digeſted 
before to-morrow ; and there were ſtill wanting ſome eſſential pa- 
pers with regard to the finances of Ireland. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT inſiſted, that it was proper to begin the” 
diſcuſſion of the Report as early as poſſible. There were ſeveral reſo- 
lutions contained in it before that which reſpects the exportation of 
wool, Beſides, ſo great attention had been given to the evidence of 
the witneſſes, and to the ſtatements of the learned Counſel, that he 
was confident every Member of the Houſe muſt already be conver- 
fant with the ſubject. It was better to diſcuſs the queſtion while 
the evidence was freſh in their memory, than to wait till the im- 
preſſion it had made ſhould be effaced. The want of the papers 
alluded to by the honourable gentleman need be no cauſe of delay, 
as he meant next week to move a ſupplementary reſolution regu- 
lating the countervailing duties. 

Mr. TIERNEY aſked whether he was to underſtand from the 
firſt part of the right honourable gentleman's ſpeech, that he would 
have no objection to protract the conſideration of the Report for ſe- 
veral days ; and that if the diſcuſſion of one of the reſolutions 
ſhould not end till a late hour, he would not move for the confidera- 
tion of another that night ? 

Mr. Chancellor PITT replied, that any Member could prevent 
a new queſtion from being brought before the Houſe. after ten 
o'clock ; and he knew no Member better fitted for making ſuch a a 
motion than the honourable gentleman himſelf. | 

Mr. HOBHOUSE expreſſed a doubt whether the Report of the 
Committee would be debated on the ſame . on which it was 


brought up. 


Mr. SPEAKER aid, that he held in his hand an account of 
the proceedings of the Houſe at the time when the Union took place 
between England and Scotland ; and he could ftate from the pro- 


cedure at that time, that it was not only informal, in ordinary caſcs, ? 
Var. XI, 31 
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caſe which in our hiſtory is the moſt analogous to the preſent, the 
Report of the Committee upon the articles was given in and confi. 
dered on the ſame day; and it was always the practice that the 
Report of a.Committee ſhould be given in as fon after the fitting 
of the Committee as poſſible. - The honourable Member's objec. 
tion then, fo far as it relates to the informality of conſidering the 
Report of the Committee on Friday, muſt fall to the ground. The 
Houſe having reſolved itſelf into the Committee, 

Mr. Chancellor PITT propoſed the fifth article reſpecting the 
Church eſtabliſhment, and the eighth reſpecting the Courts of Juſ- 
tice and of Law in Ireland; both of which were agreed to. 

Mr. WILBERFORCE faid, that as he underſtood that two 
or three of the witnefſes who had been examined on the two pre- 
ceding days had tated, that the printed account of the evidence con- 
tained ſome inaccuracies, and did not give a juſt ſtatement either 
of the anſwers they had given, or which they meant to give, he 
wiſhed them again to be called in to ſtate what theſe inaccuracies 
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lips. He therefore moved, that they be admitted to amend or rec- 
tify their evidence. 

Mr. Huſlar was then called on the queſtion, « why was the 

demand for woollen goods in 1792 more than at any other time?” 
To the anſwer which he gave to this queſtion he wiſhed now to 
add, This demand continued for a ſhort time, as the check which 
it received by the War was ſo great that not one half of the year's 
growth was worked up; the wool was bought up by the wool- 
ſtaplers and others on ſpeculation, and a great part remained from 
one to two years on hand; the means of buying it up was furniſhed 
by the country banks.“ On the queſtion relative to Norfolk wool, 
his anſwer was, That part of the Norfolk wool is finer than the 
fineſt part of the South Down wool, but that another part is 
courſer; and his opinion was, that the introduQion of the Leiceſ- 
ecrſhite breed leſſened the growth of wool. 
Mr. Gott (Mayor of Leeds) was next called; and ſtated the 
eſſect : whieh the adoption of machinery had on the diminution of 
manual labour to be- three-fourths on the whole; 2450 ſpin- 
des were divided into 35 frames, and each frame was worked by 
one perſon. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT wiſhed to tine the ſaving of wane! 
labour to that ſtage of the proceſs which was ſeparately e 
by the ; nm which were uſed in yarn. 
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to receive the Report and conſider it on the ſame day; but as the 


were, that the printed account might be correQed from. their own. 
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Mr. Cn. faid, as he had made no calculation on that part 
of the queſtion, he was not prepared ta anſwer it. As his anſwer 
to this queſtion proceeded in general upon en n it was 
ordered to be expunged. . 

The witneſs having withdrawn, the, Houſe. was ed the 
Chairman reported progreſs, and the Committee was ordered, to ſit 

ain to-morrow. 

The Houſe having then reſolved itſelf ir into a Commitics of the 
whole Houſe, to conſider the. Report of the Select Committee, to 
whom was referred the conſideration of the moſt effectual means 
for promoting the incloſure and cultivation of waſte lands, 

Sir Joan SINCLAIR moved the following Reſolutions, which 
were ſeverally agreed to : | 
« Reſglyed, That it is the opinion of this 8 mat to 
promote the cultivation of waſte lands, commons, &c. it is expe- 
dient that the expence attending, ineloſure bills ſhould be di- 

miniſhed. | 

« Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that, as 
one regulation for diminiſhing the ſaid; expence, it would be proper 
to admit the teſtimony of Juſtices as a ſufficient proof that due no- 
tice has been ſerved to the parties concerned. | 

4 Reſolyed, That it is the opinion of this 3 that yu 
the fame purpoſe | it would be expedient to make proviſions for tax- 
ing the charges of the Solicitor, for regulating the conduct of the 
Commiſſioners, and for preventing unneceſſary delay. | 
„ Reſvlved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that in 
caſe the lang. to be incloſed ſhould not exceed 300 aeres, the fees on 
the bill for incloſing, dividing and. allotting it, ought not to exceed 
thoſe on, a ſingle bill; and that a bill for ineloſing a piece of land 
nder 100 agres, ought not to pay more than half the fees on a 
rgle. bill.” 4 0 

The Nn ſaid, chat he highly approved. of the jew of 
conduct held by the Committee; but would defer: giving his 
opinion upon the Reſolutions till a future opportunity. 

The Houſe \ was then reſumed, the Chairman reported progreſs, 
and the Committee was ordexed to fit again on Tueſday, | 

On the motion of Mr. Rosx, the Houſe went into a Committee 
of the whole Houſe, to conſider the agreement made between the 
Lords Commiſſioners of His Majeſty's Treaſury and the Moſt 
Noble Charles Duke of Richmond, with regard to the duties now 
Payable to him on Coals imported into the Port of London. 
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Counſel ſhould be poſiponed until the Houſe ſhould reſolve itſelf 
| Ordered, 
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When the Houſe was reſumed, Mr. Bxaccs, che Chairman, 


moved for leave to bring in a bill to ratify and render perpetual the 
ſaid agreement. —Leave granted. 


A bill for regulating the Fares to be taken by Licenſed Hackney 
Coaches, was read a. firſt time, and ordered to be read a ſecond 


time to-morrow. 


A perſon from the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms lies an 
account of the total value of the woollen manufaQures exported 
from this country, and wool imported into it for the laſt ten years, 
Ordered to lie on the table. 

The bill for ſuſpending the duties now payable \ upon the impor- 


tation of Hops, and for ſubſtituting others in lieu thereof, was read 


a ſecond time, and ordered to be committed on Tueſday. 


„ ä * 


. 2 * 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Thurſday, May 1. 


The royal affent was given, by commiſſion, to the Exchequer 
Bills bill, the Oats Importation Bounty bil}, the bill to allow the 
Importation of Goods in neutral bottoms from any of the ports in 
America, and the bill for enabling Courts of Equity to transfer 


— 


Stock without making the Bank of England, &c. parties to the 


K 

The Corntilliciices were, the Lox o CHANCELLOR, Earl 
SPENCER, and Lord GRENVIIIE. | 

The Houſe having reſolved itſelf into a Committee, and Lord 


WarlsInGHAM taken the chair, Counſel were admitted to the Bar 
on behalf of thoſe concerned in the woel trade, who had petitioned 


againſt the commercial regulations as far as reſpected their trade. 
About eight o'clock they Aan gone through the examination of their 


| witneſſes, when 


Lord FifzwiLL1AM propoſed, as the Committee had been 
ſitting ſeven hours and a half, that the ſumming up of the Learned 


into a Committee to n the Reſolution into conſideration, 


Mar 1. ] DEBATES. | 1 


© HOUSE OF COMMONS. wes 


4 . Thurſday, May 1. 


A meſſage from the Lords deſired the attendance of the Houſe, 
to hear the royal aſſent given by eommiſſion to the Exchequer Bills 
bill, the Oats Importation Bounty bill, the Neutral Property Im- 

ctation bill, and to ſeveral private bills. 

Sir PHIL1P STEPHENS brought up the report of the Committee 
appointed to conſider of the petitions of the Innkeepers, complaining 
of the hardſhips they ſuffered in confequence of the number of 
ſoldiers quartered upon them. The report ſtated, that the priev- 
ances of the petitioners were not imaginary, and that their appli- 
cation was a very proper one: it, therefore, recommended to the 
Houſe to adopt ſome mode of relief. The report was ordered to be 
laid upon the table. 

Mr. ERSKINE roſe, he ſaid, 10 we purpoſe of moving for 
leave to bring in a bill for the relief of Grantees of Life Annuities. 
He had to remind the Houſe, that a noble Lord (Loughborough), at 
the time he was Attorney General, had brought in a bill for the 
better regulation of Life Annuities ; a bill, the excellent proviſions 
of which had proved a ſource of infinite benefit to the Public. It 
was not his intention to make any amendment as to the general 
tenor of that bill, but merely to explain ſome parts which were ob- 
ſcurely worded, and had been liable to conſiderable difficulty and 
miſconſtrudtion. The noble Lord had introduced the bill late in 
the Seſſions ; and it was one of the proviſions of it, that memorials 
of annuities ſhould be regiſtered within twenty days after the grant- 
ing of ſuch annuities. The Act did not commence its operation 
on any particular day; conſequently. the Seſſions of Parliament 
being conſidered as a continuation of one day, it referred back to the 
firſt day of the Seſſions. Thoſe annuities, therefore, which had been 
granted at certain periods within the firſt day of the Seſſions, and 
the time of paſſing the AR, could not poſlibly be regiſtered within 
the twenty days required by the Act, they having expired before it 
paſſed, This circumſtance had fince been taken advantage of by 
the granters of ſuch annuities, who had, on account of the in- 
formality, demanded to have them ſet afide. One obje of the 
bill he intended to bri ng forward was, to prevent the Annuity AQ 
from having a retroſpeQive, or ex pft facto operation, by referring 
to the firſt day of the Seſſions in which it paſſed, and of protecting 
annuities from falling to the ground, becauſe the grantees had not 
done that which it was impoſſible for them to do. Again, the act 
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required that the conſideration .ſhoold be particularly ſet forth, if in 
money; and if any part of it uas in bills, the time they had to run 
ſhoy!d be expreſſed; and that the name of the perſon paying the 
donſideration- money ſhould be ſpeciſied. The object the act had 
in view was, that it mould appear whether the money was actually 


paid by the granter to the grantee or not? It happened that wer 


was at this moment; a caſe before the Court of King's Bench, in 
which an annuity was demanded tobe ſet aſide, becauſe the granter, 
inſtead of paying the money himſelf, had given a check upon his 
banker, and the name of the banker's clerk who paid the check was 
not inſertcd in the deed. The noble Lord intended by: the bill, 
that all annuities ſhould be redeemable ; but, for what reaſon he 
knew not, the other Houſe had rejected that claufe, It was an 
object of the preſent bill to reſtore that clauſe as originally intended 


by the Noble Lord, and in other reſpects to enable the Court of 


King's Bench to do juſtice. He moved, That leave be given 
to bring in a bill for the further regulation of life annuities, and 
for the relief of the grantees of life annuities in certain cafes.” — 
Leave granted. 
The Hackney-Coach Rate bill was read a ſecond time, and 
committed for to-morrow. | 
The bill for confirming the agreement between the Lords Com- 


miſſioners of the Treaſury and the Duke of Richmond was read a 


firſt and ordered to be read a ſecond time to-morrow. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT then moved the order of the day for 
further taking into conſideration His Majeſty's s meſſage reſpeing 
the articles of the Union. 

On the motion that the Speaker do now leave the chair, 

Colonel WOOD roſe to ſtart ſome objeQions to the. meaſure, 
which, however, he was not ſure were perfectly regular and reaſon- 
able in the preſent ſtage of the buſineſs. His objections principally 
were againſt the introduction of Iriſh Peers into the Britiſh Houſe of 
Commons in the Imperial Parliament. This was a clauſe which, 
in his opinion, would prove highly prejudicial to this country ; but 
if there was another opportunity of diſeuſſing it, he would offer no 
further objection to the preſent motion. 

The SPEAKER. informed the "FERRIS 6 Member that he 
might, if he would, have an D of ſtating oy his objec- 


tions when the report was brought up. 


Mr. WILBERFORCE moved: that Mr. Standiff be called in. 
Mr. Hancliſt, upon his examination, ſtated, that he was one 
the truſtces of the Molen · cloth hall at Leeds, and that he was en- 


gaged in the woollen manulaQonies previous to the general intro 
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auction of the machinery now uſed in theſe manufactories. He had 
made a calculation of the ſaving which had been made in labour 
by the introduction of that machinery; and on being called upon 
to ſtate his calculation, he read a paper, by which it appeared, that 
in the different operations which a pack of wool underwent, from 
the time it was taken from the ſheep's back till it was ſent in the 
form of cloth to market, the difference between the number of 
hands employed ſince the introduction of machinery, and that 
which was employed before, was in the proportion of 7 1 and one- 
third to 154. | 

On being afked whether 71 out of the 154 received now as 
much wages as they received formerly ? his anſwer was, that he had 
made no calculation on that ſubjẽct.; but that the wages in general 
were regulated by the deſcription of the work. | 

The witneſs then withdrew, and the Houſe reſolved itſelf into a 
Committee, Mr. DoucLas in the chair. 5 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid it was not his intention at preſent to. 
take up much of the time of the Committee. He had liſtened with 
the utmoſt attention to the evidence brought forward by the peti- 
tioners ; but had not been convinced that the exportation of wool 
to Ireland would ſo far endanger the woollen manufactures of this 
country, as to interfere with the general poliey of the meaſure. He 
vas defirous of hearing what impreſſion the evidenee had made on 
other gentlemen; for, although he had fo far conſidered the ſubjeR 
35 to be perfectly ready to deliver a deliberative opinion, yet he felt 
it unneceſſary to expreſs himſelf fully until he had heard the objec- 
tions of others. All he ſhould do at preſent would be td move, 
that the reſolution, as he originally opened it, ſhould be agreed to. 
He, however, entered into a general ſtatement of amendments and 
light alterations, which, he faid, were requilite to be made in the 
reſolution, though ſome of. them were merely of a verbal nature. 

Upon the queſtion, being pu, , mY 

Mr. PEEL, of Mancheſter, expreſſed his regret at finding the 
relolutions in a different ſhape from what he expected then to be 
when he conſideted the charaQers of the perſons by whom they 
Were framed. He, too, had attended to the evidence at the Bar; 
and he ſo much reſpected the grievances of the manufacturers in the | 
ollen trade, that he ſhould be happy in ſeeing them removed, if 
(could be done without endangering the general plan of the Union. 
e would obſerve;- that the cotton manufactory in- Ireland had to 
oaſt equal importance and extent wich the woollet manufactory of 
Nis country. - There was a rivalſhip between them, not of an in- 
dious, but of a friendly nature. In the year 178 5 he Was at the 
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| [Coun 
Bar of this Houſe; and had expreſſed his ſears of the cotton manu- 
faQures of Ireland interfering with this country, from the circum. 
ſtance of the low price of labour in Ireland. He equally depre. 
cated ſuch interference with reſpect to the woullen manufactory, he 
conſidered it as likely to deſtroy the good effects of an Union, which 


be was perſuaded had been promoted for the happineſs of the two 
countries. Fondly as he had at firſt contemplated ſuch a meaſure, 


he now looked at it with confideration. He had hoped that it 
would be the means of bringing the two countries together by a 


_ clofer and more intimate connection, of producing an advantageous 


co-operation between the manufacturers, and of rendering the ma- 
nufactures of each country cheaper, and the ſupply more perma- 
nent; but he ſaw prejudices in the way.” This country, aware 
that the low price of labour in Ireland was favourable to the ex- 
ertions of induſtry, even unaided by genius, was apprehenſive that, 
by the introduction of machinery to aſſiſt that induſtry, Ireland 
would be able to outvie us in our own manufactures ; while Ire. 
land, on the contrary, was apprehenſive of an intercourſe with 
England. That apprehenſion had unhappily been increaſed by an 
expreſſion of a Member of Parliament in that country, Mr. Beres- 
ford, who had aſſerted, that a weak country always ſtood in need of 


protection againſt a rich one. Nothing could be more fallacious 


than ſuch an obſervation. It was like 2 poor family ſhutting the 
door againſt a rich and benevolent man who came to their relief, 


England was in want of no aid to enable her to ſecure her inde- 


pendence ; it therefore could not bg ſuppoſed that ſhe was aRuated 
by ſelfiſh confiderations. He ſhould have hoped that the Union 
would have been adopted on terms reciprocally advantageous. Ire- 
land was in poſſeſſion of a valuable ſtaple manufactory; but he 
was well aſſured that it would not have been in ſo proſperous 4 
fituation, had it not been for the aſſiſtance it had received from the 
manufactures of this country, to which it was indebted for being 
what it was at the preſent moment. Yet with all the advantages 


Ireland received from England, ſhe refuſed to admit our calicors 


with a duty of 5ol. per cent. What he complained of was, tht 
there ſhould be ſuch a want of friendly intercourſe between the two 
countries. He was ſatisfied that the reſtraining clauſes in the 
agreement for the Union would make them, more ſcparate than 
ever. He had promiſed himſelf, that the effect of the Union to 
Ireland would have been, that huts would have been changed for 
comfortable habitatiens ; that its commerce and proſperity would 
have increaſed ;_ that the agents of ſedition would have in vain en- 
deayoured to alienate the people ; that it would have imparted fv 
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firength to the two countries, as one entire empire, that France 


cum- a ; | 
epre- would have been obliged to give up the conteſt, and that we ſhould 
2 no longer have ſtruggled in arms, but in arts. The meaſure, how- 
which ever, had his ſupport ; though far from being carried into effect 
8 upon the ſyſtem he wiſhed to have ſeen it. Notwithſtanding the 
aſure, obſtacles he had found in the way, it was better to overlook them 
has than run the riſk of "_ Ireland. When he conſidered the 
x WA danger the country was expoſed to, the diſaffection of many perſons 
geous in it, the calamities with which it was beſet; when he con- 
ro templated the difficult war in which it was engaged, the deſertion 
ce of its allies, and at the ſame time reflected upon the bold, de- 
5 termĩned conduct of Adminiſtration, he could not but reſolve to 
et afford them all the ſupport in his power. He would therefore vote 
e that in favour of the reſolution. | | | 
2 Mr. WILBERFORCE roſe. He ſaid that he did not wiſh to 
bs Tos. have riſen in the preſent ſtage of the diſcuſſion, but rather to have 
wa waited. till he had heard the objections or anſwers which might be 
| by an made to the ſpeech of the Learned Counſe!, who, in ſumming up - 
"wa the evidence which had, been laid before the Houſe, in his opinion, 
ad of delivered one of the ableſt pleadings he had ever heard at that Bar: 
8 and indeed he did not know that he could do any thing better than 
ng the merely recapitulate ſome of the arguments which he had uſed; But 
* he was induced to riſe at preſent by ſome obſervations that had 
» tas fallen from the laſt ſpeaker, and which ſeemed to introduce ſome. 
AQuated new conſiderations upon the ſubject. He knew well, that there 
(ole was no gentleman more ready to ſupport Government, in any mea- 
* ſure of publie and general intereſt, than that honourable gentleman. 
but be But he conſidered him rather as a dangerous ally in the preſent 
. inſtance; for, though he had agreed that the regulations reſpecting 
rom the the woollen trade were not ſufficiently favourable to this country, 
being yet he had conſidered them as equally favourable with thoſe re- 
antages ſpecling the cotton manufacture, and at the ſame time ſtated his 
al readineſs to concede his own intereſts in the latter, for the ſake of 
2s, that the general intereſts of the empire. gut there is a great dif- 
the two ference between the intereſts involved in the two different points. 
in the The honourable gentleman waves all regard for his own intereſts; 
ite than but theſe are only the intereſts of a perſon who is in the actual en- 
nion to Joyment of. great opulence, to which he has riſen moſt deſervedly 
nged for by his virtuous induſtry and unrivalled ſkill. But I am called to 
y would : ſupport the intereſts of a claſs of men who claim and deſerve the 
vain en- protection of their country, whoſe ſubſiſtence and that of their 
ted och families depend upon their labour and induſtry, who have no other 


reſource to betake themſelves to, no other means of ſupport, if the 
Vo L. XI. | 7 3 K . 
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are deprived of the means which they at preſent poſſeſs. I muſt 
alſo obſerve, that the honourable gentleman, in my opinion, hag 
confidcied the ſubject now before the Committee in a very wrong 
point of view. He has treated it as if the Speaker were in the 
chair, and upon the general principle of Union. I do not differ 
fiim the honourable gentleman as to the general advantages of an 
Union between the two countries. It meets with my full appro- 
bation. But there are points in the articles upon which my mind 
wa\ ers, and there are others, ſuch as that under diſcuſſion, which 
I cannot approve. There is no inconſiſtency in altering ſome re- 
g140t0N5 of the articles which may be objectionable, or at leaſt pro- 
poling their aleration, and ſtill approving and preſerving the general 
meaſutre propoſed io be effected by theſe articles. For my own 
part, thonizh | will propoſe ſome alterations, it is not to be inferred 
from ius that I am hoſtile to the- general meaſure ; on the con- 
trary, I earneſtly wiſh it ſucceſs. I will now recur to what I 
have already hinted, that there are errors in this propoſition which 
F wiſh to ſee-correted ; and I hope that no gentleman will un- 
derſtand that any propoſals I may make for their correction imply 
that I deſire to oppoſe the propoſition itſelf, or the general meaſure 
of which it forms a part; and I will make them, in full confi- 
dence that the Committee will decide according to their ideas of 
Juſtice, as I make them under the ideas of the juſtice of the caſe 
which are impreſſed on my mind. There is ſtill, however, another 
obſervation, which was ſuggeſted to me by what fell from the laſt 
ſpeaker : a practice has crept into the Houſe, and ſeems to be 
gaining ground, of looking over, on a pretended principle of mags 


[CoMmony, 


_ -nanimity, perſonal intereſts, and the intereſts even of conſtituents, 


when they at all interfere with the grand queſtions of general policy. 


It is ſaid, that it would be mean to oppoſe any ſuch meaſure from 


private and intereſted motives. © But it is an eſſential principle of 
our Conſtitution, that every man is the protector of his perſon and 
Property; and he does not underſtand the Conſtitution, who ſup- 


- Poſes that he acts conſiſtently with its ſpirit, when he conſents to 


forego any intereſt which he is bound to protect, upon any ſuch mo- 
tives. I am-now called to ſupport, I will not ſay the intereſts of a 
particular claſs of men, but the intereſts of many. hundred thouſands 
of the inhabirants of this country, and in them a grand intereſt of 
the country, not merely of Great Britain, but alſo of Ireland. What 
. would be the ſtate of things ſhould this reſolution paſs as it now 
ſtands ? At preſent, wool and woollen yarn may be imported into 
this country from Ireland, but cannot be imported into Ireland 
from this country. Now the preſent reſolution would completely 
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overthrow this general ſyſtem which has been ſo long maintained, 
and allow the free exportation of theſe commodities to Ireland. 
What is moſt objectionable in this is, that while the free exporta- 
tion of the wool to Ireland will be allowed, the protecting duties on 
the importation of woollen manufactures from Ireland are to be con- 
tinued. This will not only be depriving the woollen manufac- 
turers of this kingdom of a privilege” which they now enjoy, but 
will be depriving the country at the ſame time of that raw material, 
and of the manufactured woollen cloth, either for our own market, 
or for exportation, becauſe the wool, when manufactured, cannot 
return to this country, on account of the protecting duty on the im- 
portation of Iriſh woollen manufacture.“ It, would (Mr. Wilber- 
force ſaid) at leaſt be fair in this country to ſay to Ireland, Either 
give us your raw material, as you do at preſent, and we will wave 
our protecting duty; or if you are allowed to import our raw ma- 
terial, allow us, for our own intereſt, to give up our protecting duty, 
that we may at leaſt receive it when you have manufactured it, for 
the ſupply of the demands of our market. His conſtituents were 
much intereſted upon this point, and he thought that it afforded 
them juſt ground of complaint. The principle of it was unjuſt, 
yet the principle was not more pernicious than the effects that will 
follow from it. The evidence given at the Bar makes it clear 
that Great Britain at preſent works all the wool which it pro- 
duces ; and therefore if any of it is exported to Ireland, the 
woollen manufacture of this country will be diminiſhed in the 
exact proportion of the quantity of wool which is exported to Ire- 
land. The intereſt of Ireland even requires that ſhe ſhould not re- 
ceive the wool, were ſhe even to gain by it: if what ſhe gains we 
loſe, the meaſure cannot be a political one for the general intereſt of 
the two countries. The Committee will do well to conſider if 
ſome means cannot be found for promoting the intereſts of Ireland, 
without impoveriſhing this country.” Mr. Wilberforce then went 
over the evidence of Mr. Huſtler and others, and remarked, that 
wool was not to be conſidered as a primary article, like the produce 


of the mines, fiſheries, &c. but it was a peculiar appendage to the 


carcaſe of the antmal ; if, therefore, it became the advantage of 
the farmer, rather to produce the carcaſe of the animal than its 
covering, he would not feel an inducement to ſupply the market 
with wool ; the ſmalleſt alteration in the price of fleſh would 
. counterbalance the ſale of wool : the greater the demand was for \ 
the carcaſe of the animal, the ſooner it was killed, and the fleece 
was proportionably diminiſhed. All the witneſſes had declared, 
that there never was ſo ſmall a quantity of wool to be obtained as 
3 K. 2 
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now. It might then be aſked of him, how. he could- account for 
the great increaſe of the woollen manufaQure? it was owing to 
the ſuperabundane of former years. Some years ago an applica- 
tion was made to Parliament from a certain part of the country, for 
permiſſion to export wool, becauſe it was ſtated that there were three 


or four years growth in hand, when the price only amounted to from 


31. to 51. per pack. Mr. Huſtler (a gentleman of great profeſſional 
knowledge of the wool trade in Yorkſhire) laid the annual produ& 
of the wool of the country at about 600,000 packs : if that cal. 
culation were exact, it would ſeem that there were in former years 
eighteen times the quantity of wool in the country from what now 
appeared in a late ſtatement made at the Pontefract Seſſions ; all that 
had been manufactured this year was not more than one-fixth of 
what was ſtated to be the former annual product df wool. In point 
of fact, the manufacture of wool had been on the increaſe from the 
year 1784, in conſequence of the accumulation of wool at that 
time, in addition to the increaſing importation of Spaniſh wool ; 
but, upon an average, the growth of wool in this country was de- 
ereaſing, and did not exceed what was worked up in the manufac- 
ture. The Houſe ought therefore to pauſe before they agreed to the 
propoſition now brought forward, which had a tendency to decreaſe 
the home manufaQure of this article, by allowing the exportation of 
it to Ireland. But, perhaps, it might be ſaid, that the oppoſition 
of his conſtituents- was founded on a principle of jealouſy, and that 
they enjoyed great advantages for carrying on this trade. But if they 
whoſe intereſts were ſo materially at itake conceived ſuch an 
alarm, vught not the Houſe at leaſt to pauſe? Ought it not to 
inquire, what it was that had given to Yorkſhire that ſuperiority in 
the woollen manufacture which it poſſeſſed ? Excepting only the 


| parliamentary indulgence that the native wool ſhould be manufac- 


tured in the country, it had increaſed by means of the ſuperior i in- 
.duſtry and ingenuity of the inhabitants, and alſo by means of the 


machinery which had been introduced. It was far from being the 


diſpoſition of his conſtituents to look with jealouſy on the increaſe 
of the woollen manufactory of Ireland, which, in that country, had 


received conſiderable encouragement and aſſiſtance from companies, 


&.; whereas the woollen manufacturers of this country did not 
claim any pecuniary advantage, but merely that Parliament would 
not demoliſh their trade and transfer it to others. It had been 
argued, that notwithſtanding the protecting duties, this country 
ſent over woollen cloth to the amount of 600,000). annually to 

Ireland; but abſurd would it be to argue, that we 4ould continue 
to export it to the ſame amount after the raw material was per- 
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mitted to be ſent over to Ireland to be manufactured; for, in this 
caſe, the Iriſh protecting duties would have their full operation, and 
the injurious effects would be felt when too late to be remedied. 
Mr. Wilberforce conjured the Houſe to guard againſt making ex- 
periments which it might be too late afterwards to retract. It had 
been ſtated in evidence, that the article of wool was dearer in this 
country than in Ireland. To this was to be added the different 
ſituation of the people of this country from thoſe of Ireland with 
reſpe to taxes, which would doubtleſs have an effect upon the 
manufacture. His conſtituents engaged in this manufactory had 
liberally come forward to aid the public good. He believed that 
the tax upon income was firſt ſuggeſted in that part of the country 
by perſons of this deſcription; but would not theſe ſame individuals 
feel deeply, that they were called upon to bear the preſſure of theſe 
burdens, when the means which enabled them ſo cheerfully to bear 
them had ceaſed? He thought, that before the Houſe paſſed this 
irrevocable reſolution, they ſhould be very ſure that they did not 
materially injure the intereſt of thoſe perſons. Let gentlemen- 
alſo conſider the effect which a declining manufacture would have 
in increaſing the poor-rates, while in Ireland no ſuch poor: rates 
exiſted, Mr. Wilberforce acknowledged the advantage of the 
Union, from the incorporation of the executive and legiſlative 
branches of Government ; but he denied that any of thoſe benefits 
of the Union depended upon this article reſpecting the woollen 
trade, He adverted to the ſpeech of Lord Caſtlereagh when he 
introduced this propoſition into the Iriſh Houſe, _ He had extolled 
the benefits reſulting from it to Ireland, and had particularly ſtated 
the preference which this article of Union had over the commercial 
propoſitions, inaſmuch as by the former article Ireland was to en- 
joy the woollen trade, which ſhe was not to poſſeſs by the latter; 
at the ſame time that he inſinuated, that the jealouſy of the Britiſh 
manufacturers would not be alive with regard to this object. He 
could not ſee any advantage which Ireland could gain by this ar- 
rangement, but what, at the ſame time, Great Britain would loſe. 
And he would aſk the Houſe, whether the means by which they 
could benefit the ſiſter country were ſo few, that it could not be ac- 
compliſhed without doing an injury to this. Was it fair'or juſt 
that the intereſts of the Britiſh woollen manufacturers ſhould be 


 lacrificed, in order that the manufaRurergof Ireland ſhould be pro- 


moted? Nor could he fee that Ireland would have one guinea or one 
man more employed in this way, than if the article were to be 


; Altered as he meant to propoſe.” 
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Mr. Wilberforce ſaid, there were ſeveral inquiries and conſiders. 
tions which he wiſhed to ſuggeſt. In the firſt place he would af, 
to what tended all the protecting duties? Were they neceſſarp to 
the manufacturers of Ireland? Ougght it not to be conſidered 
how different the taxes were on the people of the two countries! 
Ought not the circumſtance alſo to be confidered, of Iriſh Members 


of Parliament being brought to fit in that Houſe, who would nei. 


ther burthen themſelves nor their Conſtituents by the taxcs they 
would impoſe upon the people of this country ? Burt allowing this 
to be neceſſary in the event of an Union, as well as the other alter. 
ations propoſed to be adopted, ſtill he thought it unneceſſary, hard, 
and pernicious, that a theoretical ſpeculative experiment ſhould be 
adopted with regard to the woollen trade of this country, which 
would go to ruin a number of her manufacturers. If the article 
of the exportation of corn was reſerved under peculiar regulations, 
why ſhould not the article of wool have a fimilar privilege ? He 
wiſhed the Houſe to attend to another important confideration. In 
the reign of William the Third, a kind of compact had been en- 
tered into between this country and Ireland with reſpeQ to the linen 
manufaQure of the latter country ; and although at that time a 
narrow policy was acted upon with reſpect to Ireland, which was 
put under particular reſtraints, yet even in the then ſtate of Ireland 
(which in ſome reſpects was treated like a conquered country) there 


were ſeveral meſſages paſſed from the Crown to the Parliaments of 


both kingdoms concerning the linen and woollen manufaQuories of 
each. In theſe meſſages it was ſtated as better for Ireland to turn 
her attention to the linen, and England to the woollen manufac- 
ture, accompanied with an affurance, that this country would give 


every encouragement to Ireland's turning her attention to the linen. 


In conſequence of this, certain regulations were adopted, with 2 
view-to keep back the woollen manufaQure of Ireland, while both 
Parliaments encouraged that of the linen. However, after ſome 
time, the reſtrictive Acts reſpeQing the Iriſh woollen trade were 
repealed, while the greateſt eneouragement was given to the linen 
manufacture of Ireland, by laying on a duty of 33 per cent. on li- 
nen imported from Germany; fo that, as ſtated in the ſpeech of 3 
noble Lord (Auckland) this country had been paying about 
700,000l. a year; or, as had been ſtated by another noble Lord 
(Caſtlereagh), nearly a million a year more for Iriſh linens than 
would' have purchaſed them from Germany. And now the 
people of this country, including the wavtlen manufacturers, were 
called on to relinquiſh the advantages o the woollen trade, while 
Ireland was to continue to receive this buunty upon her linens. He 
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would remark alſo, that an additional bounty, amounting to 
29,0001. a year, was granted on Iriſh linens imported from this 


country, which, according to the propoſed plan, our manufaQurers 


were to continue to pay, while the means to enable them to make 
good this payment were to be taken away. If Gentlemen would 
apply ſuch conduct to the concerns of private life, they would ſee 
how radically unjuſt ſuch a ſort of agreement was, There was 
another important conſideration : perſons whoſe intereſts were at 
ſtake by this propoſition, would be led to ſay, ** We wiſh well to 
the intereſts of our country, and therefore we ſhould be happy to ſee 
an Union between this and the ſiſter kingdom take place; and per- 
haps, in caſe of ſuch an event, we ſhould be induced to remove our 
children and effects to Ireland: but in this country there is a fixed 
capital ſunk in the woollen manufactory, to the amount of five or 
fix millions, which cannot be removed; and will you leave us 
ſubje& to all. theſe diſabilities and difadvantages, and with all 
thiſe burdens impoſed upon us, while we cannot go over to 
Ireland, and put ourſelves in pofleſſiop of thoſe advantages 
which you are about to confer on the manufacturers of Ire- 
land?“ He would therefore aſk Parliament, whether it was 
fair, after theſe perſons had ſunk ſo much of their capital in 
building and eſtabliſhing their manufaQories, and paid the con- 
ſideration of near a million of money for the encouragement 
of the linen manufacture of Ireland; and after a kind of compact 
had been entered into between the two countries; after they had in- 
veſted their capital in the woollen manufactory with confidence, 
thinking the very money they ſhould fink was their ſecurity, and 
that a kind of compact was eſtabliſhed betwixt them and the Parlia- 
ments of both kingdoms ; and when they alſo found themſclves 
happy in the enjoyment of thoſe advantages which their induſtry, 
their (kill, and their capital enabled them to poſſeſs ; was it, he 

would aſk, fair, under all theſe conſiderations, to deſtroy their well- 
founded expectations, and the well- earned fruits of their induſtry ? 
Mr. Wilberforce told the Houſe that many reſpeQable gentlemen 
engaged in this trade had aſſured him, that if they could have fore- 
ſeen that ſueh a propoſition as the preſent would have been brought 
before Parliament, they would not have laid out ſo much money as 
they had done; it was for the Houſe then to conſider how far 
they could, eonſiſtently with equity and honour, break through this 


implied guarantee with the manufacturers. To this he would add 


another conſideration, which, although not of equal importance, nor 
one on which he laid the ſame ſtreſs with the foregoing, . ought not 
to be overlooked. Should the preſent propolition be adopted, there 
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would be conſiderable danger of wool being ſmuggled to France 
and other countries, under the pretext of its being ſent to Ireland, 
and even of its being ſmuggled out of Ireland itſelf. He begged 
the Committee likewiſe to reflect on other advantages refulting to 
this country from the continuance and encouragement of-our wool. 


[Commoxs, 


Jen manufactory. It had been ſtated, that this trade was only con- 


fined to places where coals were plenty ; but this was not univer. 
faliy the caſe. Even on barren heaths, where coals were fold at 
the rate of fifteen or ſixteen ſhillings per ton, a ſcene of population 
and induſtry diſcovered itſelf in the ſeveral branches of the woollen 
manufacture, which was chearing to the heart of every well, wither 
to his country. And could any one wiſh to ſhift the ſcene of ſuch 
operations? Even the article of coals, perhaps, in ſome parts of 
Ireland, could be purchaſed cheaper for this manufacture than in 
ſome parts where it was carriedon in England. With reſpedd alſo 
to the freight of the raw material from hence to Ireland, he belicved 
that would be found to be confiderably leſs than the price of freight 
from one part of this country to another. There was alſo another 


' topic which he muſt bring before the Committee, and which ap- 


peared to him to be of a ſerious nature. It was unqueſtionably 
true, that the degree of apprehenſion and alarm excited by this arti- 
cle amongſt his Conſtituents, as well as others, exceeded every thing, 
not only that he had ever experienced, but perhaps that was ever 
known. N was conſidered, in fact, as involving in it the transfer 
of all the intereſts of the Britiſh woollen manufactory from this 
country to another. Nor did he conccive it likely that ſuch an idea 
as this could be indulged by ſo many men of liberal and enlarged 
minds upon a mere, groundleſs apprehenfion. He proteſted to the 
Committee, that the greateſt diſſatisfaction prevailed, and that per- 
ſons of the ſoundeſt underſtandings and the largeſt experience in the 
buſineſs were all to a man convinced that this article, as it now | 
Rood, would prove moſt injurious to the intereſts of the woollen 

manufacturers of this country. To all this he would ſay, that he 
muſt be permitted to put in his claim in favour of this manufac- 


ture, that it was carried on amongſt his Conſtituents with a greater 


attention to morals, and that it ſerved more to promote domeſtic 
independence, than any other manufacture which he knew of. It 
was connected with every thing dear to Britons ; the manner in 
which it was conducted imparted a feeling and a direct ſenſe of li- 
berty, which communicated a degree of energy to the character of 
Engliſhmen, that, for his part, he hoped ever to ſee continued with- 
out any diminution. But if this article of manufacture were to go 

over to Ireland, would it be conduRed upon the ſame principle 
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He feared not. All, therefore, that he requeſted of the Committee 
was, not to do an irreparable injury to this great ſyſtem, nor to be 
accefſary in lopping off a limb from the body politic, leſt the whole 


trunk ſhould ſuffer. If, indeed, there were more wool (the growth 


of this country) than what could be worked up, he ſhould not in 
that caſe object to its exportation to Ireland; but the contrary was 
the caſe. Let the Committee alſo conſider, that it could at any fu- 
ture time, if it were judged adviſcable or neceſſary, grant to Ireland 
what was now propoſed ; whereas if it were granted as an article of 
the Union, it could never be recalled, however injurious it might be 
found to be in its operation. At any rate, it qught at leaſt to be 
made to appear to be neceſſary for Ireland; nor ought the Com- 
mittee to proceed in a matter of ſo much conſequence upon mere 
ſpeculative reaſons as to its advantages. He muſt ſay, that Ireland 
itſelf was more intereſted in the proſperity of that diſtrict of coun- 
try which was directly or indirectly concerned in this manufacture, 
which included a population of three millions, a ſunk capital of fix 
millions, and a produce of nineteen millions, than even in its ob- 
taining of any temporary advantage by the adoption of this Reſo- 


lution. Add to all this, who was there that could ſay what effect 


peace might produce upon the commerce of this country? Would 
our exports then continue to be as large as they were now? The 
conſideration of that great change which ſuch an event might pro- 
duce; ſhould make the Committee pauſe before (in the preſent in- 
ſtance) they adopted this reſolution ; leſt, if the woollen manufac- 
tory ſhould be diminiſhed, the manufacturers themſelves ſhould be 
doubly injured, both by the fall of the price, and by the export of the 
raw material, Beſide which, another bad effe& reſulting from the 
preſent article would be this, that our manufacturers would be pre- 
vented from importing fo large a quantity of Spaniſh wool as for- 
merly, Mr. Wilberforce concluded with ſaying, that his conſti- 


tuents were willing to make a compromiſe of difficulties and in- 


tereſts. With a view of promoting the intereſts of their country 


and the plan of Union, they were willing to give up a part of that 


compact which they had a right to claim with. reſpect to Ireland; 
they were content that Iriſh linens ſhould continue to be imported 
here upon the preſent footing, and that the bounty upon their export- 
ation ſhould be continued, and that each country ſhould work up the 
wool of its reſpecti ve produce, leaving the protecting duties as they 
now are; for it was far from the wiſh of the Britiſh manufacturers 
to ſtifle the riſing woollen manufacture of the filter country. The 


alteration he would propoſe in this ſixth propoſition was that which 
relpeQed the article of wool, and that, in the place where it was 
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Rated that each country ſhould have liberty to import all native 
commodiries from one country to another, there ſhould be an excep. 
tion made. with reſpe& to the produce of wool, accompanied at the 
fame time with various modifications which he ſhould afterwards 
take an opportunity of ſtating. | 

Mr. WirBERFORCE accordingly moved an amendment to that 
effect. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, that notwithſtanding the very able 
and eloquent manner in which his honourable friend had argued 
this queſtion, it certainly had not in the leaſt altered the ſentiments 
he had originally formed upon this important ſubject. However 
warmly he might feel in favour of the liberal principte which ought 
to exiſt- in the event of an Incorporate Union between the two 
countries, viz. that there ſhould be a free commercial intercourſe 
between them ; and however anxious he was for the full applica- 
tion of that principle, till if he was convinced either by the evi. 
dence which had been adduced at the bar, or by the ſpeech of his 
honourable friend, that there was any reaſonable ground for appre- 
hending thoſe conſequences which had been predicted, if there was 
any reaſon to apprehend that they would be, he would not ſay ruin- 
ous, but even detrimental to that great limb of the proſperity of 
Great Britain the woollen manufaQure, he certainly would not he- 
ſitate to deviate from that principle, of the propriety of the adop- 
tion of which he was now ſo firmly convinced. But as he was by 
no means convinced, either by the evidence or by the arguments, he 
hoped the Committee would indulge him in hearing his reaſon for 
ſtill retaining the opinion he had originally formed. After the moſt 
mature conſideration, after the moſt minute inveſtigation which he 


[Commons, 


| had been able to make upon the ſubject, he was ſatisfied, that to 


permit the exportation of the raw material to Ireland might gra- 
dually, and inthe courſe of time, be productive of advantage to Ite- 
land; but that it could not, even upon the principles laid down by 
the petitioners. themſelves, cauſe the leaſt miſchief to the manufac- 
turers of England. By the adoption of the preſent article, they 
were doing that which in his view. of the ſubject might tend greatly 
to the advantage of Ireland; but, conſidered as a ſaerifice on the part 
of England, would be trifling, and on the part of the manufacturers, 
nothing. If the view which he had taken of this ſubje& was cor- 
rect, he ſhould be able to prove, that any transfer of manufacture 
which the adoption of this article might be ſuppoſed to make to Ire- 
land, would not make any void that would not be much more than 
filled up by the great and unprecedented increaſe of our trade in 
this article. If the effect of permitting the exportation of the ran 
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material to Ireland ſhould be, as had been ſtated, that of transfer- 
ring any portion of manufacture to Ireland, it would only be gra- 
dually, and in the courſe of a great number of years. For this 
reaſon he ſhould be under the neceſſity of entreating the Committee 
to take a more direct view than they had probably hitherto done, 
of the probable conſequences of the adoption of this article, or at 
leaſt that part of it which related to the exportation of wool. With 
reſpect to the arguments which had been fo ably urged by his ho- 
nourable friend, he begged leave to, remark, that ſome of his objec- 
tions were not only inconſiſtent with, but abſolutely contradictory to 
each other. In one part of his ſpeech his honourable friend had 
contended againſt permitting the exportation of wool to Ireland, be- 
cauſe the effect of it would be to transfer the whole of the manu- 
facture to Ireland; and in another part of it he objected to it, be- 
cauſe he ſaid it would be highly injurious to England, without being 
productive of any great advantage to Ireland. The Committee 
and his honourable friend muſt ſee that both theſe arguments could 
not be founded; becauſe in the queſtion of the transfer of a manu- 
faQure, it was impoſſible (ſuppoſing the demand to continue, which 
was not doubted) that England ſhould loſe without Ireland gaining 
exactly in the ſame proportion. In order to form a correct eſti- 
mate how far this manufaQure could be the ſubject of transfer, and 
how far this article had a tendency that way, it would be neceſſary 
to conſider in what markets Ireland could rival us. There were 
but three markets in which ſhe could rival us; in her own, by ſup- 
plying as much of the manufacture as was neceſſary for her own 
conſumption ; in foreign markets; or, in our own market. He 
would not contend, that the effect of the adoption of this article 
would not be in time, and by a gradual progreſs, to enable Ireland 
to ſupply her own market, and conſequently diminiſh our manu- 
facture by ſo much as we now ſupplied for the conſumption of Ire- 
land. He would even admit, that in the courſe of time Ireland 
might, in ſome branches of her manufacture, be able perhaps to 
meet, or even obtain a preference over us in foreign markets : but 
that ſhe ſhould be able to meet us in our own markets, he con- 
tended, muſt be obviouſly ĩimpoſſible; it had been proved to be ſo 
by the arguments of the Counſeł at the bar, by the evidence of the 
witneſſes, and even by what had fallen from his honourable friend 
himſelf, His honourable friend had advanced, as an objection 
to the propoſed regulation, that it was unequal, becauſe it permitted 
the exportation of the raw material to Ireland, while it eſtabliſhed 
protecting duties upon the manufacture. Now if the manufac- 
turers were of opinion that it would be advantageous to them to ſuf. 
= WM 
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fer the Iriſh to ſend over their manufacture to England free of duty, 

after we had permitted the free exportation of our, raw materials, it 

was clear that they muſt be of opinion that the manufacture would 
de ſtill better and cheaper in England, and that they entertained an 

apprehenſion of Ireland beating us in our own market, becauſe 
- otherwiſe they muſt be anxious for the exiſtence of a proteQi 
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it duty. He had already admitted, that there might be ſome articles of 
'L * the manufacture which, as induſtry muſt always find its level, might 
= - in time, be diſtributed, ſome in one country, and ſome in the other, 
wi But the objection which had been made to the continuance of the 


| protecting duty upon the manufacture, ſhewed that the manufac. 
turers of this country were of opinion that they would be till liable 
to beat Ireland, even after ſhe was furniſhed with the raw material 
neceſſary for the manufacture. Now, with reſpe& to the manufac- 
ture furniſhed by this country to Ireland, it amounted upon an ave- 
rage to about 6 or 700,000l. a year. In the laſt year, our ex- 
portation to Ireland amounted to about 900,000. ; but this in- 
creaſed demand was conſidered as ariſing from temporary cauſes. 
Now he begged the Committee to compare this ſupply with which 
we furniſhed Ireland, amounting, as he had ſtated, to 6 or 
700,000. a year, with the whole of the manufacture of this coun- 
try, both for its home conſumption, and for the ſupply of the foreign 
markets ; and it would be found that the whole of the exportation 
to Ireland did not amount to above 1-3oth part of our whole manu- 
facture. He begged they would alſo compare it with the account 
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1 which had been given at the bar, of the inereaſe that had taken it 
1 place in the laſt year or two, in our manufacture. This increaſe 
1 : 3 ks 
1 had been ſtated. to amount to from one million to one million and a 
Wt. half a year; ſo that the amount of what we ſent to [reland ap- 

. 5 peared to be about 1-3oth of our whole manufacture, and little 


= OY 


1 more than 1-3d of the increaſe which had recently taken place in 
q it. He did not believe that his honourable friend, or any gentle- 
man, would fiate as a gencral propoſition, that cach part of an 
united kingdom ſhould not have an equal chance of procuring the raw 
material for the purpoſe of manufacture, which was the produce ot 
the whole of that kingdom; and it was clear, that if they ſhould pro- | 
cure that raw material, and be able to manufacture it ſo as to ſup- | 
ply their own market, it would not amount to above 1-3d of the 
increaſe which we were making every year. After this ſtatement, 
it would be impoſſible for any gentleman to contend, that this was a 
-queſtion about ruining the great woollen manufaQure of England— 
of giving a ſhock t& the great capital which was veſted in it—of 
furning the perſons occupied in it out of employment, and conſe- 
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quently of inereafing the poor rates The utmoſt that could b8 
vrged was, not that our manufacture would be diminiſhed, but that 
the rapid increaſe which we were making might in a ſmall degree 
be retarded ; that our increaſe, though great, would not be quite fo 
great as if we had kept the Iriſh markets. With regard to the 
queſtion, whether the demand for this manufacture would continue 
to increaſe ? he believed ſome difference of opinion exiſted. Some 
perſons were of opinion, that the demand would probably diminiſh 
on the concluſion of a peace. He had, upon other occaſions, ſtated 
his reaſons for thinking that, in the event of a peace, a great in- 
creaſe would take place in the whole of our commerce. But the 
Committee had not only his opinion upon this ſubject, they had alſo 
the evidence of the witneſſes themſelves who had been examined; 
for thev had ſtated, as a reaſon againſt permitting the exportation of 
the raw material, the probability of an increaſed demand for the 
manufactures on the termination of the war. The queſtion then 
reſolved itſelf into this, viz, Whether, with our manufactures in 
a ſtate of unprecedented proſperity, a proſperity which had increaſed 
and was likely to increaſe, we would not conſent to communicate 
a part of our advantages to a kingdom with which we were about 
to effect a complete Union? "The next queſtion was with regard 
to the principle on which this article was founded, viz. the pro- 
priety of permitting the free communication of a raw material from 
one part of an united kingdom to another. As a general principle 
this had not been denied ; but his honourable friend had ſtated that 
it was applied only to this article of wool ; this ſtatement, however, 
was not correct, for the principle was not applied to the article of 
wool alone. The policy which governed all theſe articles was, to 
make the intercourſe between the two countries, with reſpect to raw 
materials, and the whole of the trade between the united kingdoms, 
as free as poſſible, under all the circumſtances of the caſe, to carry 
this principle into full effect; . but every effort had been uſed to 
make the exceptions to it as few in number, as {mall in extent, and 
as ſhort in duration as poſſible. The ground upon which theſe 
exceptions were admitted, was to prevent any ſadden ſhock to capi- 
tal veſted in frade, which "might ariſe from the permiſſion of an 
immediate and complete freedom of intercourſe between the two 
countries, It was upon this ground tt:at he had ſtated, on a for- 
mer night, that, although on the firſt view of the ſubje& it might 
be natural to ſuppoſe that in the event of an Union it would be 
deſirable that cach country thould be permitted to manufacture that 
which it found moſt convenient, yet that could not be carried to its 
full extent, becauſe ſuch a ſudden freedom of intercourſe might i in 
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certain caſes injure the capital veſted in particular manufaQure,, 
But though the neceſſity of ſome temporary reſtraint was clear, ag 
applied to manufactures, it was by no means ſo when applied to the 
raw material. Now with reſpe& to the general equity of the prin. 
ciple—as to its effect upon manufaQures, it had been conſidered ag 


a doubtful queſtion whether permitting the free exportation of 


wool from this to other. countries would not be beneficial to the 
landed and to the commercial intereſt. Upon this point he wiſhed to 


give no opinion, though it was one in favour of which much might 


be ſaid; but when he ſaw that the manufaQures of this country 


| Had rifen to ſuch an unprecedented ſtate of proſperity by the adop- 


tion of a contrary ſyſtem, he certainly would not, upon any ſpecy. 
lative reaſoning, conſent to diſturb it, as far as related to foreign 
countries. If, however, it was a doubtful point whether the free 
exportation of b our wool would not be advantageous to our manu- 
factures, could it be contended, that it was clear that they would be 
ruined by permitting its exportation to Ireland? Had it been 
found to be ſo in the cafe of Scotland? Had ſhe ruined our ma- 


nufactures, and transferred them to herſelf ? Undoubtedly not ; and 


yet at the time of the Union with that country her taxes were con- 
fiderably higher than thoſe of England, and were fo at the preſent 
moment. What had been the effect of permitting the free com- 
munication of the raw material to Scotland? Why, among other 
fources from which we obtained that article, Scotland was one ; 
and the woollen manufacture of Scotland was only of the coarſeſt 
and cheaper ſort. He begged now io conſider this queſtion as it 
related to the three markets in which, as he had before ſtated, Ire- 
land could by any poſſibility rival this country, and to the poſſibility 
of Ireland beating vs in them in conſequence of our permitting the 
exportation of the raw material. The firſt conſideration was, the 
comparative price of the raw material in the two countries, in order 
to decide how far, by permitting - Ireland to import it, ſhe might 
beat you in foreign markets. Did thoſe gentlemen who predicted 


the ruin of our manufaQures take into their conſideration the wealth 
of Ireland as compared with that of England, when they talked of 


her aut. bidding us in our own markets? Surely they did not.” She 
might, it was true, endeavour to purchaſe a certain quantity of the 
raw material in England, and, by bidding, far increaſe the price: 
but would that be urged as a miſchief? If the manufacturers 
complained that the quantity of wool had decreaſed, ſurely the mak- 
ing the growth of it more profitable would tend to increaſe the fup- 
ply. He did not ſee how it could be contended that Ireland could 
beat us in the manufacture by procuring the raw material cheaper, 
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and that her bidding for it would raiſe. its price. If ſhe bid for it, 
England, as the richer nation, might out- bid her, or, at moſt, ſhe 
could obtain it at an equal price, and then the competition between 
the two countries would go on as it was at preſent. With reſpe& 
to the comparative price of the raw material in the two countries, 
he begged to inform gentlemen, that at this very moment the price 
of it was ſomething higher in England than it was in Ireland. His 
honourable friend had not, in the courſe of his ſpeech, adverted to 
this. circumſtance : he had merely ſtated, that ſome time ago it was 
cheaper in England; but it appeared from the concurrent teſtimony of 
all the witneſſes, that its price had been regularly increafing in Eng- 
land for the laſt ten years. He could not undertake to ſpeak with 
abſolute certainty upon the ſubject; but he had received his infor- 
mation from a perſon not likely to be miſtaken, and who certainly 
would not intentionally miſtate the fact. He underſtood that the 
average price of wool in Ireland was from 16s. to 18s. per tone, 
their ſtone being 181b. He was alſo informed by other accounts, 
that the price of Britiſh wool of the ſame kind was 104d. per 
pound, which was about the ſame price. The witnefles had ſtated, 
that a pack of wool of 24olb. now coft 111, 108. or about 114. 

per pound. It was true, that in ſome particular kinds of wool the 
price was higher in Ireland, but that was of the finer ſorts ; the 
general price was greater in England. He contended, therefore, 
that as far as depended upon the comparative price of the raw ma- 
terial in the two countries, the regulation now propoſed could not 
have the effect of transferring the manufactures to Ireland. But 
even if wool was cheaper in England, Ireland, by purchaſing here, 
muſt render the price of that article the ſame in both countries, and 
conſequently the inequality in point of price, which was fo much 
dreaded, would be done away. Another argument which had been 
urged, both by the learned Counſel and his honourable friend, had, 
he confefſed, very much aſtoniſhed him. They had ſtated, that 
from the great cheapneſs of freight, wool might be ſent at leſs ex- 
pence to Ireland than it could be from one part of England to ano- 
ther. Even taking the calculation as they had made it, the differ- 
ence would be. ſo fmall as not to produce any perceptible conſe- 
quence : but their mode of making the calculation was'extremely 
maccurate ; for they. compared thoſe parts of England which were 
much nearer to Ireland than they were to Yorkſhire, with the moſt 
diſtant poſſible communication between one part of England and 
another. If the Committee would examine the evidence, they 
would find that with reſpect to all the places fro which Yorkſhire 
drew its ſupply of wool, the communication between them and 


1 2 
7 # 5 _— CEE YT \ 
C 22 1 2 n e n 1 , —— 
— N — — — p N a 2 J _ — 
1 * nw - "Rm. oof - — ns "- 2 - 4 + 
- we + 7 By 8 w * ng Oe $a 4s. ho. wel 4 ; "V4 = 
4 r * 7 4 1 vt 4 n 
— 4 — "I ITT . ** A. - 
2 2 n ; 


8898 * 4 & "a 
0-4 * — * 


— TI 
2,” 

ww, * 4 - 
99 
3 


3 
— — 
nn 

2 1 


n 
3 


1 0 * 
rr 2 
1 * n 


XX: Af, - : 
* 


lh cr ns . 3 
Cop: 5 


* 
5 „ > 


244 


** 
2 LY . £ - . ho £2 — + . a — ey; Jopage * > Faw *. - > Gag 4 
\ * 11 , 3 3 „ » «4 


Ca IG! 


— 
x 2 .. + 0 - _ 
* % 1 * . % n 
rr 
. OE EAR ee 


4 


— * 


2X 
OY «Ft 
r 


maps A 
BCA 9 Nel 4 
2. WI 7 OE OT AIRES * 


r 


0 tn do. * 
e AMES, 


as ants. oe 
＋ * * 


* 2 N . 4 
5 2 FIST" CE "FINE — AIM. N 
1 1 . 8 — 22 — ye 
» N A CH by 4 — 7 
— 4 * 4 4 *E 8 A A's 3 
TS BY \ 


[ 
: 
F 
Ti 
C| 
| 
14 
. 
1 


448 PARLIAMENTARY 


[Commoxs, 


Yorkſhire was much more eaſy than between them and Ireland. 
The next argument which had been urged was, that the cheapneſs 
of wages in Ireland would enable her to manufacture cheaper, 
Upon this ſubje& there were many confidetations which muſt ſug. 
geſt themſelves to gentlemen's minds. It was ſtated, that as wages 


and taxes were lower in Treland, ſhe muſt beat England, where 


wages and taxes were higher. This was aſſuming a principle which 
contradicted the experience of the world, that a country which was 
taxed more lightly was better able to carry on manufactures than a 
richer country labouring under heavier taxation. If that propoſi- 
tion was true, would the manufaQares of Great Britain have riſen 
to ſuch an unexampled height under ſuch a weight of taxation? 
The calculation which the learned Counſel had made upon the iub- 
ject, was the moſt extraordinary and the moſt inapplicable that ima- 
gination could conceive. He had taken the whole of the taxes of 
the two countries and divided them by the number of the inhabi- 


tants, and ſtated the reſult as the amount of each contribution. I: 


was really aſtoniſhing how ſuch a calculation could be made. How 
many parts were there in this country in which the taxes had no 
effect upon the price of wages? Did the Land-tax, did the Aſ- 
ſeſſed taxes (which only fell upon houſes of a ſuperior deſcription to 
thoſe inhabited by labourers), did the ſtamp duties increaſe the price 
of wages? Did all the taxes upon articles of luxury, upon wine, 
upon the higher kinds of tea, increaſe the price of wages? Theſe 
various articles, with others which he could enumerate, which con- 
ſtituted two-thirds of the whole revenue of the kingdom, could they 
be pur into the general average, as the learned Counſel had done! 
Certainly not. But he did not believe it would be found, upon 
examination, that Ireland was taxed in alighter degree than Eng- 
land. He alſo differed from the learned Counſel in conſidering the 
nominal price of wages as the ſtandard. In ſpeaking of the wages 
given to a manufacturer, two conſiderations occurred : it was un- 
doubtedly true that agricultural labour was cheaper in Ireland; 
but in various branches of manufactures, particularly thoſe which 
required ſuperior ſkill, ſuch -as in the cotton, the woollen, and 
linen, the wages were higher in Ireland than in England. ['T his 
was alſo more particularly the caſe with reſpect to overſeers and per- 
ſons of that deſcription, to whom very high wages indeed were given, 
in order to get them over-from England. The next and moſt im- 
portant queſtion was that reſpecting the capital. Where capital 
was in ſuch a commanding ſtate as it was in England, it was much 
eaſier to continue and ſupport a manufaQure than it was to eſta- 
bliſh one in a country differently circumſtanced with regard to c 
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pital. It had been ſtated, that in order to carry on this manufac. 
ture, which produced near twenty millions annually, there was a 
capital of 6,000,000]. actually funk, What temptation then 
had the manufacturers to transfer all the manufactures of this cohn- 
try to Ireland? Why, in the firſt place, they muſt give up the 
fix millions they have ſunk in England ; and before they can 
eſtabliſh it in Ireland, they muſt fink fix millions more there. He 
ſtated this to ſhew, not that Ireland would'derive any advantage 
from this regulation, but that there was not the leaſt reaſon to ap- 
prehend that ſudden transfer which could give a ſhock to the veſted 
capital. The next part of the ſubject was that which related to 
the ſtate of {kill and machinery in the two countries. There was 
much difficulty in finding the extent to which our manufacturers 
had benefited by the improvement of machinery; that it had done 
much, however, was perfectly clear. "There was a difference in the 

ſtatement of the degree in which the manufaQure depended upon 

machinery; but take it either way, and the conclufion was the 

fame. If little of the manufacture was carried on by machinery, 

then moſt of it muſt depend upon human ſkill and ingenuity ; if 

that was ſo, it was not the day-labourer, but the ſkilful manufac- 

turer that was wanted, and then Ireland would have no advantage, 

for the reaſons he had before ſtated. If, on the other hand, moſt 

of it depended upon machinery, then all the argument about the 

cheapneſs of labour in Ireland fell to the ground, for machinery 

was as dear in one country as it was in the other. Taking the 

queſtion, therefore, in either point of view, Ireland would not 

have the advantage over this country. 

The next argument went to ſhew, that if this exportation were 
allowed, Ireland, from its ſituation, would have an advantage over 
us, on aceount of her ports being more favourable to fit out for the 
Weſt Indies, America, or almoſt any part of Europe, and having 
the ſame means to obtain Spaniſh wool. Now, upon the ſubject 
of Spaniſh wool, and alſo upon that of their own linen, he would 
alk, how ſtood the fact? He would aſk, whether they had ri- 
valled us in Spaniſh wool, and whether they had not even exported 
their own linen through Great Britain? It appeared that upon 
the ſubject of the Spaniſh wool they bore no reſemblance to us, and 
that, as to the ſubject of their own linen, we had exported more of 
it for them than they had been able to export for themſelves. Now 
he would aſk, whether theſe facts did not in reality amount to an 
anſwer to that part of the objeQion to the exportation of wool to 
Ireland: ==And how did this ariſe * Way he ſpeaking this in Lon- 
don, at thar port which was more unfavourable than many others 
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in ſeveral points of -view ; more unfavourable on account of its 
being thronged with fhipping, and clogged and almoſt choaked 
with trade; ſo much fo, that the Legiſlature very properly were 
entertaining meaſures to render it more commodious. What was 
the reaſon, he would aſk, why trade came here from Ireland ; why 
the linen of that country came, for the purpoſe only of being after- 
wards exported again, under all the tediouſneſs of the failing, and 
the demurrage and other incidental inconveniencies, that were in- 
ſeparable from ſuch a courſe ? What was it that brought ſuch a 
trade here? What but the capital and the aſſortment that were 
peculiar to this metropolis? That capital and aſſortment would 
create trade at any time ; it was a capital, and it was an affortment, 
not to be equalled in any part of the globe. The truth was, that 
the argument of his honourable friend againſt the continuance of 
the protecting duty upon the manufacture was completely anſwered, 
as he had ſtated already. He would obſerve alſo, that we were 
more likely to underſell Ireland, than Ireland was to underſell us, in 
the foreign market; the reſult of all this was, that there did not 
appear any probability, for there was no proſpect, that Ireland could 
rival us in any conſiderable degree in the foreign market. Nox, 
with regard to the home market, which, in ſeveral points of view, 
was more important than the other; conſidering the ſubject with 
reference to ſkill, to capital, and aſſortment, three points extremely 
material, the advantage was clearly in favour of Great Britain ; nor 
was the advantage we had moſt clearly in the article of fuel, of 
ſlight import in a queſtion on manuf:Fure. The caſe being thus 
ſituated, there was not the Icaſt injury to be apprehended from allow- 
ing this exportation ; there being, as he had contended, and he 
hoped ſucceſsfully, no inconvenience to Great Britain, nor any dan- 
ger to be apprehended that Ireland could rival us either in the home 
or foreign market; but that in the event of their being able, by 
the free importation, to ſupply the whole of their conſumption, it 
would amount, in the diminution to us, to no more than one- 
thirtieth part of our whole manufaQture, or more than one-third 
part of the annual increaſe for the laſt three or four years: and 
that conſideration was ſupported by the conviction that our capital 
will continue to increaſe much more rapidly than theirs ; and that 
it will neceſſarily create a greater demand of labour, and conſe- 
quently give a greater ſpur to the induſtry of our inhabitants, as well 
as cauſe a greater demand for the raw. material than could be ex- 
pected to be produced by them. Now, having thus difcuiicd theſe 
points, he thought he might allege that he had ſaid enough to ſhev 
there could be no danger from this transfer to Iicland; but then 
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its he came to the queſtion of che raw material. If he had ſhewn ſa- 
red tisfactorily to the Committee that the part of it which was likely 
ere to go to Ireland, muſt, from the nature of things, be limited, it fol- 
was lowed, as a matter of courſe, that the evil, if there could be any, 
why reſulting from it, muſt be limited alſo : upon which he felt himſelf 
ter- entitled to ſay, that there was, in the whole conſideration of that part 
and of the ſubject, nothing to juſtify a deviation from that liberal prin- 
in- ciple of free intercourſe which was the baſis of the Union between 
ch a the two countries. Upon what ground the produce of wool was 
were to form an exception from all the other produce of the earth, or the 
-ould trafic of the world, he owned he was at a loſs to decide. It had 
nent, been ſtated, that the growth of wool could not be increaſed ; and 
that particularly, that the growth of fine wool was confined to a few 
ce of ſpots, and to a particular breed of ſheep. Now, in point of fact, 
ered, it appeared in evidence, from ſome of thoſe gentlemen who were 
were witneſſes called in behalf of the petitioners at the Bar, that in 
us, in Hampſhire, by the introduQtion of the South Down ſheep, the breed 
d not which produces the fineſt wool had greatly increaſed. He ſpoke 
could this, as well as many other things upon this queſtion, in the pre- 
Nox, ſence of many Members from whom the Committee might expect 
view, information much ſuperior to any thing he could preſume to offer; 
A with but he ſpoke it with that ſpecies of confidence that a man ought to 
remely have when he followed intelligence on which he could rely. Un- 
n; nor der that impreſſion he would affert, as he believed, that where fodder 
fuel, of had been improved in quantity, and where there had been artificial 
ng thus or forced graſs, the quantity of the wool had been increaſed without 
 allow- Injury to its quality ; that the ſpecies of ſheep which produced the 
and he hneſt wool in one place had been tranſported to another, and there 
ny dan- the brecd of the ſheep had been the ſame as it was originally, and 
1e home the fineneſs of the wool had continued. So much for increaſing 
ible, by the quantity without deteriorating the quality of the wool. With 
ption, i reſpect to another argument, (or rather aſſertion, for it had not been 
an one- argued,) that the practice of incloſure tended to diminith the quan- 
ne-third tity of wool, the fallacy of it muſt be obvious upon the firſt view ; 
rs : and for whatever had a tendency to the multiplication of ſheep, muſt | 
r capital have a tendency to an increaſe of the growth of wool. He appre- 
and that hended therefore the general aſſertion, that incloſure was unfavour- 
d conſe- able to the growth of wool, to be ill- founded; it contradicted the 
;, as well ordinary notions we had of the produce of Nature. It was, how- 
d be ex- ever, no reproach to the manufacturers who had appeared as wit- 
fed theſe neſſes at the Bar in ſupport of the petitioners, that they, in their 
h to ſhey ample wiſhes for abundance of the raw material, ſhould have ex- | 
but then preſſed, as they felt, great uncaſineſs for themſclyes, or that his ho- 1 
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nourable friend had ſtated for them that uneaſineſs. It was naty- 
ral enough for men whoſe minds were pre-occupied by alarm and 
apprehenſion, to ſtate their opinions warmly and eagerly ; it was 


(cou. 


natural too for them to proceed to any length, even in opinion, 


which an unintereſted perſon would not keep up with: but with 


all the zeal, the laudable zeal of theſe parties, neither his honour- 


able friend for them, nor they for themſelves, could convince the 
Committee, that although they were extremely good judges of the 
work they performed on the raw material, they were as good judges 
of the growth of that raw material as country gentlemen or farmers, 
and thoſe who had for the greateſt part of their lives been employed 
in purſuits of ag:iculture. With this deficiency or inferiority of 
judgment, i: was not wonderful that they had recommended a po- 
licy which, if followed, would produce leſs inſtead of more of this 
raw material. The next queſtion in its order was, Whether an 
increaſe of. the price of wool would contribute to the increaſe of 
the article * Upon this ſubject, he muſt ſubmit, it appeared that 
the growth of wool muſt have increaſed conſiderably within theſe 
ten years, although they had concluded the contrary :; tis world 
be manifeſt to the Committee, from the very cauſe hich :{ oy af 
ſigned for its diminution. By the ſtatement of theſe mandfac- 
turers themſclves, it appeared that in the year 1792 they experi- 
enced hie fame ſcarcity as they do now, and the demand was the 
ſame then as it is now. He would therefore aſk, whether he was 
not juſtified in ſaying that the whole of the wool was worked up 
at that period ? His honourable friend ſaid, No; that the then 
apparent ſcarcity aroſe from a partial demand for clothing the French 
army. The whole export was only 150,000]. to France; this 
exceeded the uſual annual export by no more than Go, col. which 
upon the amount of 18,000,00c]. was next to nothing, and 
could not poſſibly have been the cauſe of the ſcarcity of wool. 
What then was the concluſion from all this? Why, that the 
whole was worked up as it is at preſent, and that his honourable 
friend commented upon a demand that did not keep up, nor could 
poſſibly be the cauſe of, the ſeatcity of which he ſpoke. His ho- 
nourable friend ſaid, that the manufacturers of the Weſt Riding of 


' Yorkſhire had purchaſed wool, and worked and aQed on the ſtrength 


of this demand for clothing the French army, and this produced 
a temporary and partial ſcarcity. The mannfacturers of the Welt 
Riding of Yorkſhire had talents which led them to inquire into 
the nature of ; demand before they worked much upon the proſpet 
of it. Then woutd his honourable friend tell him, that ſuch a de- 
mand as that which was mage on bchalf of the French army for 
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clothing could influence theſe manufacturers, and produce the ſoar- 
city which then took place. Taking all theſe things together, he 
felt himſelf entitled to conclude, that in the year 1792 the whole 
of the raw material was worked up; this was confirmed alſo by the 
price which wool bore at that period. Now he would aſk the 
Committee, what could have ſupported the increaſe of our export- 
ation of cloth ſince that period, which was annually not leſs than 
1,300,000. as appeared by the Cuſtom-houfe books ? Nothing, 
certainly, but the increaſe of growth. In addition to this, he 
had the ſtatement oi the manufacturers. themſelves, that the home 
manufaQure had been increaling during the whole of that period, 
It had increaſed in proportion to the export trade; indeed the ex- 
port trade of this article could not increaſe without increafing in 
proportion the home trade. We could not increaſe ſuch a manu- 
facture as this without increafing the home manufacture; and there- 
fore he had made a very large allowance to the prejudices of others, 
when he ſaid that the ſupply of the article muſt have been equal to 
two millions and a half annually on account of the home trade. 
We muſt have the increaſe from ſome place or other. Now, 
upon the ſubject of Spaniſh wool, he had to obſerve, that the import- 
ation was Very inconliderable from the year 1792, not more than 
would produce 20,0001. annually, at the eſtimate of 4s. 6d. per 
pound. It had been ſtated, that the value of the manufacture was 
generally three times the value of the raw material : that was cor- 
ret with regard to the coarſer commodities ; but of the finer, he be- 
lieved, the value of the manufaQure did not exceed double that of 
the raw material. This importation of Spaniſh wool would ac- 
count for but a ſmall portion of the two millions and a half of the 
annual increaſe of the trade in manufacture which he had ſtated. 
This increaſe muſt have been ſupported ſomehow ; by what means 
could it have been ſupported? By none, moſt unqueſtionably, - 
but by an increaſe of the raw material, and this during the very 
time, and even at the very moment, when his honourable friend 
ſuppoſed the raw material to be diminiſhed. If he could ſhew, as 
indeed he truſted he had ſhewn to the entire ſatisfaction of the 
Committee, that the manufaQurers who had appeared at the Bar 
2s witneſſes, and alſo his honourable friend, had miſconceived the 
ſtate of the growth of wool, he muſt be allowed to doubt the accu. 
racy of their calculation as to the probable future growth of that 
article. The next point to be conſidered was, whether the ten- 
dency of an advance in the price of the article of wool would be 
that of increaſing the quantity of that article? He ſpoke without 
ay unpleaſant apprehenſion upon this ſubjet, when he felt the 
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probability of an advance in the price: that it would not tend to 


injure the manufaQure, while the advance was moderate, the ma. 
nufacturers themſelves admitted; and that muſt occur to the candour 
of his honourable friend, when he came to review the ſubjeR ; and 
that an increaſe in the price had a tendeney to inereaſing the quan- 
tity was a thing too obvious to be diſputed, ſince wool, like every 


other article, muſt depend in a great meaſure en the encouragement 


that was given to its production, But, to ſay no more upon that 
ſubject, he would aſk the Cummittce to conſider another, and to 
examine what was likely to be the effect of the Union in the view 
of the operation of capital? Waould it not occur to any man to 
think that the effect of a redundancy of capital in Ireland would 
be to improve the infant agriculture of that country? Who could 
doubt that that which happened to Scotland after the Union, would 
happen to Ireland after the Union ? Who could doubt, that al. 
though, by this allowance of importation into Ireland, we convey a 
part of our wealth into Ireland, yet that we ſhould be amply re- 
paid by the increaſe it will create in the agriculture of that country, 
in the inereaſe it will create in the commerce of that country, 
without materially affecting ours, for the reaſons he had already 
ſtated? Had wool any particular preference to the inereaſing 
wealth of Ireland, which, by a wiſe policy might be, and would 
be rapidly increaſed? Had the continuance of that article in its 
preſent channel, any decided preference over the vigour and in- 
creaſing induſtry which would follow an increaſe of this manufac- 
ture for home as well as the forcign market ; the home eſpecially, 
which was the moſt beneficial of all markets, conſidered with te- 
ference to its effects on the economy of nations? There was no 
part of the wealth of Ircland, whether its landed or commercial 
intereſt were conſidered, which would not open a field for the ſurplus 
or redundant capital of Great Britain after the Union, and eſpe- 
cially af.er this article was agreed to. Ireland would not be truly 
great either in agriculture or commerce, without opening a new mar- 
ket for the vent of the commodities which they have. Theſe 
were the arguments by which he hoped and truſted he had anſwered 
the objections of his honourable friend, and refuted the concluſions 
of the manufacturers who were examined at the Bar, to the fatii- 
faction of the Committee; and by which he hoped the grand fa- 
bric of the Britiſh Empire was to be upheld, and continue to b: 
the admiration of ſurrounding nations. He gave his honourable 
friend full credit for the pur ty of that 7cal which had animated 
hes eloquence in behalf of his Conſtituen's to-night ; and in doing 
ſo, he was aware ef doing his honourable friend no more than jul 
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tice. He hoped, however, that all the Members of the Committee 
felt no partial or local tie, but that they felt they were the Repre- 
ſentati ves of the People at large. He hoped they were the impar- 
tial Repreſentatives of the whole intereſt of the United Empire; 
that they all felt for Yorkſhire as well as his honourable friend, but 
Yorkſhire onl: as one part, and that they felt their great and para- 


mount duty to embrace the whole of the Britiſh Empire. He hoped 


there was not one of the Members of the Committee who did not 
feel the ardour of patriotiſm for the whole Empire, as well as his 
honourable friend did ſor his Conſtituents, for whoſe intereſt he 
had diſplayed ſo much eloquence, animated, no doubt, by a fincere 
and entire conviction that what he was doing was conformable to 
the intereſt of the whole Empire. He hoped there was not a ſingle 
Member of the Committee who did not fee!, with due regard, the 
liberal manner in which his honourable friend's Conſtituents had 
come forward in defence of the Conſtitution of this country, and 
in ſupport of that War which was undertaken and is carried on to 
preſerve it, and with it all the bleſſings which a community can 
enjoy. He truſted there was not one Member of the Committee 
who did not feel ſentiments of reſpect and eſteem for the Petiti- 
oners againſt this article of the Union, when they inſtructed their 
Learned Counſel to ſay they rcjoiced at the progreſs there was made 
in, and the proſpect of the completion of, an Incorporating Union 
between Great Britain and her ſiſter kingdom; which would unite the 
wiſhes and conſolidate the ſtrength of both. He hoped the Mem- 
bers of the Committee felt nothing but a fincere deſire to promote 
the real welfare of the whole of the Britiſh Empire; although, 
trom the different views they had of the ſame object, they might 
conſcientiouſly hold different opinions upon it. He would not 
hope, by what he had ſaid, to alter the opinions of thoſe who, after 
ſo attentive a view of the ſubject as they had taken, had formed 
their opinions againſt the fide of the queſtion which he was now 
lupporting. He did not expect, it would be vain to do ſo, that 
either his honourable friend, or thoſe on whoſe behalf he had ſo elo- 
quently ſpoken, would think that what they had heard from him 

was ſatisfactory and concluſive ; he knew too much of the progreſs 
of the human mind, when bent upon a particular object and go- 
verned by its wiſhes, to have any ſuch expectation. He gave thoſe 
gentlemen full credit for the purity of their . motives ; he hoped 
they would treat him with the ſame candour. He truſted, how- 
ever, that what he had ſaid was ſatisfactory to the Committee, and 
that it would have gradually, out of doors, among bis honourable 
friend's Conſtituents, the effect of removing their at preſcr t very 
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anxious apprehenſions. There remained only one more point WH 
confidered, and that was relative to the effect of allowing the export. 
ation of wool; upon this his honourable friend had not inſiſted 
ſo ſtrenuouſly as the Learned Counſel who had ſummed up the ei. 
dence : the argument was, that allowing the cxportation to Tre. 
land was in effect to allow it to every foreign pott, and pati. 
eularly to France. Now there were only two ways of effegi 

ſuch a purpoſe; either carrying it elandeſtinely from Ireland into 
France, or re-ſhipping it, and then ſmuggling it into France. On 
the firſt there was no particular danger, none that was not appli. 
cable to the whole of our coaſting trade; it could not be done 
without paſſing the Land's End : And as to the other, it was only 
the ſame danger as applied to any article that might be at South. 
ampton, or any port in the Channel, or from any part of our coaft 
that was open to that of the enemy ; and which, from the nature 
of the thing, muſt be left to thoſe” cuſtom-houſe regulations by 
which every article of ſmuggling was proceeded againſt, perhaps 1s 
well as human ingenuity could deviſe. This indeed was not an 


[Com Menz. 


important point, as his honourable friend himſelf had admitted, 


although the Learned Counſel had laid confiderable ſtreſs upon it; 
he, however, would not paſs it by, becauſe he was unwilling in a 
matter ſo important as the preſent to paſs any thing by that had 
been preſſed, whether important or trivial. But the great points 
on which he reſted this queſtion were theſe : That this Reſolution 
could derange no capital; put no manufactory out of work; creafe 
no void; but the effect of it was to be gradual : That it required no 
proviſion that was inconſiſtent with the freedom of either country: 
That, ſo far from impeding the progreſs of trade, it opened a nen 
market for the general induſtry of the inhabitants of the empire 
That the part it will take of the raw material of this country is of 
no importance as a diminution of the means of wealth in one 
country, but may become conſiderably fo when added to the means 


ef the other: That if it creates any advance in the price of the 


raw material, it is likely to be ſo moderate as only to increaſe the 
produce; à thing in itſelf deſirable even in the opinion of its oppo- 
nents ; or that if the increaſe ſhould be fo great as to become an 
evil, it is an evil that from its nature will cute itſelf: That the 
tendency is to increaſe tho demand for the manufactures, which'is 
to ĩnereaſe a ſyſtem of induſtry * That it has a tendeney to ineredle 
the capital to be employed in one country, and which is high) 


| beneficial to the intereſts of both: That it is tothe: advantage 0! 


the empite at lafge, and will be ſo c von to the petitioners them 
ſelves. It was from a firm perſuaſion of the truth of all thck 
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propoſitions, that he was going to vote for that which was now be- | 


fore the Committee ; he did ſo from a full ſenſe of public duty, 
and he only regretted that ſo large and ſo uſeful a claſs as the peti- 
tioners were of an opinion to the contrary. \ 

Mr. WILBERFORCE faid, that the right honourable gentle- 
man (Mr. Pitt), in his obſervation on that part of his ſpeech in 
which he ſaid that he (Mr. Wilberforce) had ftated two propoſitions 
inconſiſtent one with the other, had called him up now to explain 
himſelf with diſtinctneſs and precifion on that point. In that he 
would wiſh to be underſtood as aſſerting only, that whatever ad- 
vantages Ireland derived from the exportation of wool into that 
kingdom, could only be derived from what Great Britain ſuffered 
by ſuch a diminution of her national produce. He, on his part, 
moſt ſincerely wiſhed that to be carried into effect which would not 
be injurious to us, and which may be beneficial to Ireland ; and 
could he be convinced of the probability that there would be any 
ſurplus in the produce of the wool of the country, his afſent would 
moſt heartily ſend it to Ireland. His arguments went to prove, 
that we conſumed, by working up into manufactures; the whole 
growth of the iſland ; and this was clear from the evidence given at 
the Bar. The right honourable gentleman ſaid, that whenever this 
ſcarcity aroſe, as occaſionally it did, it ſupplied itſelf from the im- 
proved ſtate of the market, by a more ample ſupply ; and referred to 
the year 1792 for a proof, when, after a ſcarcity, a large ſupply 
followed, and the article fell one-half in its price. This was ac- 
counted for from the great accumulation of wool which had been 
bought up on an iflue of bank-notes to a conſiderable amount, 
and which for a time produced this artificial ſcarcity in the com- 
modity, which had not been actually worked up, but lay on hands, 
and which, on its return into the market in the enſuing ſpring of 
1792, went into its uſual courſe, and was manufactured as part of 
the year's produce. | 

Mr. Chancellor PITT contended that this argument was not 
concluſive, as it was proved alſo that a ſupply was obtained from 
the wool of the ſucceeding ſeaſon ; and from the moment that an 
encroachment was made on that ſupply, there was an end of that 
accumulation. The honourable gentleman (Mr. Wilberforce) had 
ſtated that accumulation as a matter of ſpeculation ; but if it is 
found that the ſupply of 1792 is not ſufficient, as he alſo ſtated, 
then his (Mr. Pitt's) argument is ſtrengthened by the increaſe of 
the manufaQures of the country being ſo much greater : and as the 
importation of Spaniſh wool cannot be ſo great as to account for that 

You. XI. 3N ; 
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increaſe, the inference of the increaſing material of wool in this 
country was fairly drawn in favour of his argument. 

Mr. W1LBERFORCE replied to the Chancellor of the Ex. 
chequer. - 8 

Mr. EVERITT ſaid, that at firſt he had entertained doubts ge- 
ſpeQing the article relative to the wool trade; but he was now con- 
vinced that it would not be attended with any of the evils appre- 
hended. He was the more confirmed in this ſentiment, as he had 
received no letters from any of the counties of England moſt in- 
tereſted in this branch of manufacture. He had conferred with ſeve- 


ral perſons engaged in it, who entertained no uneaſineſs reſpeQing | 


its operation; and he was informed that in Wiltſhire, Devonſhite, 
&. counties much intereſted in the wool trade, it was not diſap- 

proved.. Inone town of Wilts (Trowbridge) a meeting had taken 
place, at. which reſolutions had been adopted expreſſive of the con- 

fidence of the manufacturers that no danger was to be feared from 
the reſolution as it now ſtood. 

Mr. LASCELLES (Member for Yorkſhire) ſaid that he had 
voted for the Union; that he ſtill thought it a meaſure that would 
be beneficial to both countrics, and conducive to the ſtrength and 
proſperity of the whole empire : : but at the ſame time he did not 
think himſelf inconfiſtent in oppoſing a regulation of detail not ne- 
ceſſarily connected with the principle of the Union. He appre- 
hended that, if the evidence laid before the Houſe was good for any 
thing at all, it muſt Appear that the reſolution, as it now ſtood, 

would be highly injurious to the intereſis of the woollen manufac- 
tory. It was proved, that there had been an increaſing ſcarcity of 
woo], and that the, whole material that could be procured was 
wrought up. The exportation to Ireland, therefore, would necel- 
farily interfere with the ſupply already fo deficient, and might ulti- 
mately tend to transfer the manufacture to Ireland. He withed, 
therefore, that this point were modified (as it might be) without 
throwing any obſtacle in the way of the Union. 

Mr. BUXTON ſaid, that the intereſt of the land-owners ſhould 
be conſidered, as well as that of the manufacturer. The prohibition 
upon the exportation of wool had been enacted for the purpoſe of 
ſecuxing the latter, and evidently to the pre Judice of the former ; 2 


regulation which, by narrowing the market for the commodity, 


tended, to diminiſh the quantity of the produce, and thus might ultt- 
mately prove diſadvantageous to the ee in whoſe Javour 

it was intended. DOIN 
Mr. HOBHOUSE ſaid he did not riſe to renew the arguments 
fo ably urged by the honourable, gentleman who oped the que- 
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: he roſe. merely to ſay a few words in anſwer to what had 
ul * by an honourable gentleman (Mr. Everitt) reſpeQing 
the, ſentiments of one part of the county of Wilts, The opinion 
of the inhabitants of Trowbridge, and of another town in the wool- 
trade, Bradford, could not be conſidered of much weight, ſince it 
was perfectly well known that they were engaged entirely in the 
manufacture of finer cloths, and uſed none but Spaniſh wool. Hence 
the manufacturers of thoſe places apprehended no danger from the 
reſolution. 

Mr. EVERITT gig, that, in the towns alluded to, more Eng- 
liſh than Spaniſh wool was. employed; and this he knew from 2 
relation of his, engaged i in this branch of the woollen manu- 
facture. 3 

Mr. HOBHOUSE ſaid he knew at leaſt that the manufaQurers 


of thoſe places profeſſed to uſe only Spaniſh wool, and he believed 


that a very ſmall portion of Engliſh wool was employed there. The 
honourable gentleman's relation, in employing Engliſh wool in this 
branch, muſt act contrary to the profeſſion of himſelf and the other 
manufaQurers engaged in it. 

Mr. BASTARD ſaid, that the honourable gentleman (Mr. 
Everitt) muſt be miſtaken in aſſerting that the woollen manufac- 
turers of Devon were not alarmed at the purpoſed regulation, be- 
cauſe there was aQually a petition on the table againſt that part of 
the reſolutions from Devonſhire. There were ſerious apprehen- 
lions entertained in that county, and not without reaſon, that the 
permiſſion to export would be attended with bad conſequences. It 
had been found already that the woollen manufaQure had migrated 
from the ſouthern counties, where formerly it was principally eſta- 
bliſhed, to the northern, where the price of labour, &c. enabled the 
manutaQturers to bring their produce cheaper to market. This 
effect was ſtill more to be apprehended in caſe of the permiſſion 
to export wool to Ireland. 

Mr. EveriTT explained, as did Mr. WILBgERFORCE, and Mr. 
BuxToN. 

Dr. LAURENCE roſe to ſpeak amidſt a loud call for the que- 
tion. He began with obſerving, that what he had heard tended to 
ſtrengthen the objections which he made to an increaſe in the number 
of the Members of the Houſe; for if it was now ſo difficult to main- 
tain order, and to induce gentlemen to allow deliberation and diſeuſ- 
tion to take place, what would it be when a hundred new Members. 
were introduced ? He conſidered this article as by no means neceſ- 
larily eonnected with the queſtion of Union itſelf, It eertainly was a 
new point, for there was no mention of it in the reſolutions agreed 
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to by the Houſe laſt year; and it ſeemed to have been given as a 
boon to Ireland, and in this light it had been repreſented by Mr. 
Beresford in his ſpeech in the Iriſh Houſe of Commons, when this 
article was moved. It was ſtated by that gentleman as an acquiſi- 
tion of great importance, particularly as wool was dearer in Iretand 
than in England, and, according\_to that gentleman, Ireland was 
then able to cope with us in the market, and was to gain ſo much 
additional advantage by this regulation. Dr. Laurence contended, 
that it was proved that the demand already was greater than the 
ſupply, and that this article would tend to diminiſh that fupply ſtill 
farther, and to injure the woelten manufactory of this country. He 
proceeded to make ſeveral other obfervations, but the Houſe ſeemed 
anxious for the queſtion. He concluded with ſtating, that as there 
was ſo little diſpoſition to diſeuſs one of the moſt important ſubjeQs 
ever ſubmitted to Parliament, he ſhould not ſay more, but would 
leave it to the reſponſibility of thoſe who endeavoured to prevent its 
being analized as it deſerved ; recommending them to their Con- 
Ty to their Country, and to their God for their deciſion. 
Colonel WOOD ſpoke againſt the exportation of wool : every 
envieldehan he thought was at liberty to give an opinion on this 
point, without interfering by that opinion with the main queſtion of Bi 
the Union. ar 
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the report be received on Monday next; on which amendment 


of 4 farther delay, and the former moved, as an amendment; ctiat { 
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andther diviſion took ns dad 13; Noes, 58. 8 | 


: The queſtion was ag#in almoſt ufantmoutly called for, when 
bt Mr. WILLIAM SMITH faid, that he roſe to ſupport the ti 
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1 ſhock ſhould be avoided.” bor of 
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The. follawing Speech is taken from a, pamphlet publiſped by LORD 
SHEFFIELD ; which his Lordſhip flates io have been formed 
from materials intended for a ſpeech in the foregoing Debate ; but 
| that- the length of ſome Speeches, and the impatience ſhetun for the 
queſtion, prevented him. It contains, ſo much information and argu- 
ment on this highly-interefling ſulject, that we doubt net we ſhall 


e qur readers by the nn. 7 11. 


15 HAVE, at different periods, adden the * of the manu- 


ſicturts of Great Britain, conceiving they are worthy of great atten- 


tion; and I have always been a hearty well-wiſher to the ſucceſs of 
the woollen manufacture, eſpecially to that of Yorkſhire, in favour 
ef which I am likely, from circumſtances, to entertain a prejudice, 
but againſt which 1 certainly can feel none. I have alſo conſidered 
the growth and qualities of wool in different parts of the world, 
and I have viſited ſome of the principal; manufactories abroad. 
During upwards of thirty years I have had experience in the growth 
of wool. Having alſo, at different periods, conſidered the tate 


of Ireland, her manufactures and trade, and having ſome knowledge 


of the relative and comparative ſituation of that country and Great 
Britain, I preſume to offer an opinion on a very intereſting ſubject, 
ariſing out of the Union. 

In what I ſhall hereafter ſtate, I particularly advert to peti- 
tions preſented to the Houſe of Commons, and to evidence lately 
given before the Committee, much of which appears to me que- 
ſtionable, with reſpe& to many of the facts advanced, as well as 
with regard to the reaſonings of thoſe perfons who have argued in 
relation to thoſe facts. 

The petitioners and their 2 aſſert, if the exportation 
of Britiſh wool ſhould be allowed, Ireland will rival England in 
the manufacture of her own wool, whilſt Ireland on her part claims 
the continuance of protecting duties for her own woollen manufae- 
tures againſt the Britiſh, They alſo aſſert, that the growth of wool 
in Great Britain is not ſufficient to ſupply the manufaQures ; and 
that, in caſe Britiſh wool ſhould be permitted to be exported, great 
quantities would be conveyed to foreign countries, under Pong of 
carrying it to Ireland. 

Although the ableſt of our writers have! argued i in 6 of a 
free trade in wool, I am glad that it is not neceſſary to enter upon 


chat delicate fubject, relative to which, we do not always allow, our- 


ſelves to reaſon freely. To me, I confeſs, the queſtion ſeems to 
amount to no moro than this—W hether or no, until. a. complete 
arrangement of Exciſe and Cuſtoms can take place between Great 
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Britain and Ireland, the wool of this country ſhall for a time be 
exportable to Ireland, the utmoſt poſſible inconvenience of which 
would be to raiſe a little, during ſuch limited time, the price 
of the coarſer wools? But, in truth, I conceive the material 
queſtion is, Whether wool ſhall go from England to Irclang, 
when the two countries are incorporated? For I have heard 
our liberal manufacturers acknowledge, that in caſe of an Union 
there ought to be a free intercourſe, but that there ſhould be 
no protecting duties againſt the woollen manufacture of Eng. 
land, while the linen manufacture of Ireland enters duty free, 
I ſhall not attempt to defend theſe proteQing duties that are 
to take place until the arrangement can be completed; far leſs ſhall 
I attempt to juſtify the commercial policy of Ireland in requiring 
them. Ia the firſt place, they will act as a tax on the people of 
Ireland; and the experience of a century has proved, that, under 
the operation of ſuch duties, the import of Engliſh woollens into 
Ireland has not been checked, the average of nine years ending 
1798 incluſive being 425, 67 61. in value: but, above all, it ap- 
pcars to me, that the introduction of this ſyſtem, which eſtabliſhes 
the ſame protecting duties in woollens imported from Ireland, will 
counteract one of her main objects, namely, the introduction of 
Englich manufaQurers and capitals ; for, were I a manufaQurer, [ 
certainly ſhould not ſettle in Ireland during the exiſtence of a 


ſyſtem that would exclude me from the market of Great Pritain, 


which, in every other inſtance, Ireland has found the beſt, and 
through which almoſt the whole of her commerce is carried on. 
I ſhould wiſh, even if it were only for the ſake of appearance, that 
thcre ſhould not ſeem to be any want of reciprocity between the two 


countries. Perhaps it was not worth while to furniſh fuel that 


would inflame apprehenſions in Ireland; but, fairly conſidered, it 
is only a temporary expedient, a temporary gratification to the 
Iriſh, which is to exiſt for a period much too ſhort to produce any 


material difadvantage to the woollen manufacture of England, fo 
firmly and fo well eſtabliſhed that all countries apprehend the ruin 


of their on manufacture, if Engliſh woollens, charged as they are 
with duties, be admitted into them. 

The objection made, in this country, to the export of wool to 
Ireland, comes principally from the woollen manufacturers of the 
North: but, before I obſerve on their apprehenſions, it may be 


proper to examine what are the expectations of benefit entertained 


in Ireland if wool fhould be exportable from hence to that country. 
The evidence printed by order of the Iriſh Houſe of Commons 
ſcems to mark the prevailing opinion in Ireland, which is fup- 


[ONg, 


je be 
vhich 
price 
terial 
land, 
heard 
Jnion 
d be 
Eng- 
free. 
t are 


ſhall 
uiring 
ple of 
under 
s into 
ending 
it ap- 
dliſhes 
„ Vill 
on of 
urer, I 
e of a 
ritain, 
t, and 
ed on. 
e, that 
he two 


el that | 


red, it 
to the 
ice any 
nd, ſo 
he ruin 


hey are 


vool to 
of the 
may be 


rained, 


ountry. 
mmons 


Is ſup- 


Mar 1. ] 


DEBATES. 463 


ported by the ſpeeches of the Speaker of the Iriſh Houſe of Com- 
mons, that the import of Englith wool into Ireland would be in- 


elfectual in reſpect to the extenſion of the woollen manufacture of 


Ireland : but I agree with Mr. Beresford, that Ireland may derive 
conſiderable advantage from the circumſtance, and without prejudice 
to Great Britain, as ſhe may extend thoſe manufactures for which 
ſhe has a demand, and in which ſhe excels ; but it can only be 
Whey the price of wool is low in England : : and I aſſert, that 
whenever the demand ſhall raiſe the price in this country to any 
thing like its true value, Ireland cannot afford the price ; that riſe 
would immediately check the demand from Ireland, and ſhe will 
never be able to import Britiſh wool at near ſo low a price as the 
Britiſh manufacturer may always have that article. The permiſſion 
to import wool from hence may prevent its becoming a drug in this 
country, and may alſo, prevent its deterioration: it tends to en- 
courage A good quality of wool, becauſe it will promote a ſteady, 
reaſonable price : but no more of it can go to Ireland than what 
our manufacturers do not want. The export will be regulated by 
the price ; and ſurely our manufacturers, protected by machinery, 
which goes far in equalizing the price of labour, and many other 
advantages, cannot dread a manufacture in Ireland, made of Britiſh 
wool, charged with the expence of carriage, freight, inſurance, 
commiſſion, Ke. Few countries become induſtrious until the ex- 
pence of living has rendered conſtant labour neceſſary. The in- 
creaſe of manufactures will increaſe that expence and the price of 


labour in Ireland; where {kill is required, wages are higher in 


Ireland than in England. 


Ireland has, and has had at different periods, a eonſiderable 
woollen manufacture. 


the ſame policy which gave the monopoly of wool to the manufae- 
turer againſt the wool-grower and conſumer in England, prohibited 


Ireland from exporting woollens or wool—of courſe promoted the 


ſmuggling great quantities of wool from thence. It was, for the 
advantage ot the woollen manufaQure of England, that woollen 


and worited yarn were permitted to be ſent from Ireland to 


England: this permiſſion raiſed the value of wool in Ireland, 
greatly reduced the ſmuggling of that article, and, ſince the pro- 
hibition to export woollens has been repealcd, that practice has en- 


tirely ceaſed; Ireland works up, almoſt the whole of the woot ſhe. 
grows, as is proved by her having Lbs r very little e Fele, 


or woollen or worſted | yarn. | 
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then made ſome progreſs, and in the ſucceeding reign, although 
Lord Strafford diſcouraged them. The civil war which followed 
almoſt annihilated every manufacture in Ireland; and that country 
which had ſo abounded in cattle and proviſions, was, after Crom. 
well's ſettlement of it, obliged to import proviſions from Wales, 
However, it was ſufficiently recovered, ſoon after the Reſtoration, ta 
alarm the grazing counties of England; and in the 1666, the im. 
portation of live cattle, ſheep, ſwine, &c. from Ireland, was pro. 
hibited. 'The principle of the bill was bad ; but it proved a bene. 
ficial law for Ireland. It was repreſented that the rents of England 
had fallen one fifth, through the public nuiſance, as it was termed, 
af importing cattle from Ireland ; although the value of thoſe im- 
ported in 1667, the year previous to the law, was not above 
132,000. : the hides, tallow, and freight, were worth half that 
ſum. Obſerve the effect of the narrow views and miſtaken policy 
of England—before that time, great numbers of young cattle were 
ſent to England little butter, ſcarce any beef, hides, or tallow, were 
exported ; and the money received for the cattle was paid for 
Engliſh commodities. The attention of Ireland was by that re- 
ſtraint turned to ſheep, to the dairy and fattening of cattle, and to 
tillage ; and ſhe ſhortly exported much beef and butter, and has 
ſince ſupplanted England in thoſe beneficial branches of trade. She 
was forced to ſeck a foreign market; and England had no more 
than a fourth of her trade, although before that time ſhe had almoſt 
the whole of it. The woollen manufacture of Ireland, towards 
the end of that century, began to recover; and England (not con- 
tent with her extraordinary experiment in reſpect to cattle) imme- 
Giately ſuppoſed her own manufacture ruined; and a narrow ſpirit, 
which was more excuſable in the manufacturers, becauſe they 
ſcemed in a degree intereſted, induced the Legiſlature to paſs an ad 
in 1699, prohibiting the exportation of woollen manufactures 
from Ireland to any other places þut the few wool ports in Eng- 
land, where they were liable to duties which amounted to a pro- 
hibition. | 
And obſerve, again, the miſtake of England — The woollen ma- 
nufacturers of Ireland, who, or their anceſtors, came chiefly from 
England, now emigrated from Ireland; certainly, however, in 
ſmailer numbers than were at the time repreſented. In their te- 
ſentment and neccfjities, many of the Proteſtants moved to Ger- 
many, many of the Roman Catholics to Spain, and others of each 
deſcription to France, where they received encouragement, eſpeciallſ 
from Colbert, who at that time greatly advanced manufactures i 
France, and they ſhewed the means of ſmuggling wool to tit 
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Continent from both -iNlands, The foundation of manafaQures 


were laid, or they were promoted, highly to the prejudice of 


England ; and thus fome retum was made for the manufaQures 
eſtabliſhed in the Britiſh dominions by the equally unwiſe edict of 
Nonts. 2; „. a „ | Py 

But the account of the waollen manufaQures exported from 
Ireland in 1698, the year preceding the prohibition, will beſt ſhew 
the wantonneſs of that oppreſſive meaſure : 

3 ' Enyland, Scotland. Elſewhere, 
Apparel - —— value a 4.10234 $25 000000 0 7 # 517:19 


„- new, piece 601 2128 . . 20, 5564 
Daten old, ieee 4 . 14. 29 . 25 
Frize + v4 + ++ 0 yards ©» + 8» 127,601 * © + 1355 . ' *5337»945 
Hats + + ++ number 479 1125. 2866 
Rugs + +++ + + ditto ++ ++ » 30·9 10 - 418 

wol. doz. pr 745 ooo Gooennn 7002 
Stockings wor. ditto . 16:9 4 1588 


For the better underſtanding of this account, it is neceſſary to 
know, that the article tie amount of which is moft confiderable, 
namely frizes, was not made in England. That the frizes and 
ſtackings exported the preceding year, 1697, together, amounted to 
14,0251. 128. ; and the old and new drapery, which alone inter- 
fered with the Engliſh manufacture, amounted only to 89881. 1 75. 
bd. In 1698, 13,480 ſtones of yarn, and 217,678 ſtones of 
wool, were ſent to England; which was 981 2 ſtones of yarn more 
than in 1687, the year of greateſt export; and 38,913 ſtones of 
wool leſs. In the above-mentioned year of the greateſt export, viz. 
1687, the value of all the woollen manufaQures exported did not 
exceed 70,5211. 148. and of that ſum the frizes amounted ' to 
56,48 fl. 16s. ; coarſe ſtockings, 25201. 18s. : Old and new dra- 
peries did not exceed 11,5141. tos. It appears from the Cuſtom- 
houſe accounts, that Ireland had not recovered above one- third of 
the woolten trade ſhe had before the War of the Revolution ; and it 
is remarkable, that in the above year, 1687, ſhe ſent more wool 
and yarn to England than in any of -the preceding years, viz. of 
_ at 1 8lbs to the ſtone, 3668 ſtones; of wool, 256,592 

ones, . 7 0 « 9 

England did not foreſee an obvious conſequence of prohibiting 
the exportation of woollens from Ireland, namely, that it would 
lead her to manufacture her wool into a great variety of articles 
for her own conſumption, and reduce her import of Engliſh manu- 


hatures : whereas the frizes, the then principal manufacture of Ire- 
Vor. XI. . : 3 0 
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land, and the principal article of Iriſh, export, did not interfere 
with any branch of Britiſh woollens. 

The prohibition having promoted the fnvgeliog of wool, the 
peace of Utrecht rendered that practice more eaſy; the intercourſe 
with France was greater; and in the year 1714, the quantity of 
wool imported into England from Ireland, which in 1700, was 
336,292 ſtones, was reduced to 147,153 ſtones. The quantity 
of woollen yarn imported into England from Ireland, had increaſed 
from 26, 617 ſtones in 1700, to 91,854 ſtones in 17 29, the year 
previous to the alteration of the duty on export from Ireland, The 
duties were entirely taken off in England, by the 12th and 26th 
George the Second, from woollen and worſted yarn imported from 


Ireland. To which (the increaſed demand for worſted yarn from 


Mancheſter, and the circumſtance, that ſpinning is much cheaper in 
Ireland than in England, being added) the increaſed export of yam 
from Ireland may be imputed. The value of wool was raiſed 
very conſiderably above the price in England, by the demands of 
the merchant, who was enabled to give an extraordinary price, be. 
ing reimburſed through the low price of ſpinning. Smuggling of 
wool, of courſe, decreaſed, and has for ſome years ceaſed: and 
here it may be remarked, that the depreciation of wool in any 
country below its natural value, by prohibitions or monopolies, 
encourages ſmuggling more than the particular want of it in other 
countries. 

Since the year 1768, the export of wool and woollen and worſte 
yarn has decreaſed very much, principally. from the increaſe of the 
woollen manufacture in Ireland, the increaſe of the people, and con- 
ſequently inereaſed home conſumption; and ſome have ſuppoſed 
that the corn bounties and increaſe of tillage had diminiſhed the 

number of ſheep. It appears that the importation of draperies de- 
creaſed between the years 1729 and 1737 to leſs than half; for 
which it is not eaſy to account, unleſs by the impoveriſhment and 
diſtreſs ariſing from the ſcarcity of corn in the years 17 28 and 172). 
From 1743 the importation began to increaſe, and rapidly and progre- 
ſively till the great import took place in 1777 3 and then, in conk- 
quence of non-importation agreements and other circumſtances, the 
importations ſuddenly and greatly fell ; but in the following yes 
che importation of old drapery roſe above the average of former years, 
and amends were made for non-importations : A ſimilar reſult 
bad taken place in America on like occafions., 

Value of the woollen wink gay om * Britin 
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The extraordinary inereaſe in the year ending the 25th day of 
March 1799, was probably occalioned by the diſtreſs of the coun- 
try in conſequence of the rebellion, and the neceſſity of. ſending 
clothing to the great military force then in Ireland, 

In the year 1800, the value of the woollen manufaQures of 
Great Britain was ſuppoſed to be nineteen millions. | | 
On an average of three years ending March 1799, the ex export 
of woollen manufaQures from Great Britain, to all parts, 


—! EEC ESE IST. „% 6 h 67 
Of which exported to Ireland ꝓ— ** 8 1 . 455 4 

On the ſame average, Ireland exported woollen manufactures: 
Toall parts, in value COLLTEEAEEEELEEEEEE L. 10, 387 
To Great Britain „„ „% ETEAERSS 5 13 
Wool to Greit Britains — 92 
Woollen and worſted yarn to ditt oo +++ ++» 20,081 


As to the quality of Triſh wool, it is much decreaſed in fineneſs ; 
but the increaſed quantity more than compenſates. Sir William 
Petty mentions the fleece to weigh about two pounds, and he ſup- 
poſes that there were then in Ireland four millions of ſheep, an! 
this was pony about the time of the act againſt the importation 
of Iriſh eattle. It is ſaid, Ireland produced excellent clothing 
wool- in the laſt century : but there are only three counties in that 
kingdom that now furniſh any quantity of that kind; it bears no 
proportion to the quantity of coarſe cloth conſumed in Ireland: 
there muſt, therefore, be a balance Wo one of the woollen ma- 
nufaQures of that country. 

The Iriſh fleeces, inſtead of 21b. are now double or near treble 
that weight; but weignt is a bad eriterion of the fineneſs of wo). 
A Spaniſh fleece of-71b. is of a much finer ed than the gn 
Down fleece of our r pound and a half. | 
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In reſpe& to the price of wool being too high, it may be re- and 
marked, that notwithſtanding this ſuppoſed extraordinary value, the th 
number of ſheep is ſaid to have decrcaſed in Ireland, and probably alarn 
would decreaſe much more if the-price ſhould be as low as it was It 
ia England. A prohibition of the export of wool and yarn, which ploye 
was once in contemplation for ti ſake of lowering the price of wool 
wodl to aſſiſt the manufacturer, would probably diminiſh the price ftiot 
at fuſt, and diminiſh the number of ſheep ; but in the end, from 
the depreciation of the price, would riſe again in conſequence of trade 
the decreaſe of ſheep. Until che manufacturers are more induſ- woo! 
trious, and conſequently can afford to live better and conſume more fac 
meat, ſheep, when wool is low, will not pay as well as in England, not | 
where the price of mutton is much higher, and makes it anſwer to of h 
the farmer to raiſe ſheep when the price of wool would not. But creal 

it does not appear that wool is at an unnatural price in Ireland; caſio 
it is deater than it was when there was little demand from ſpinners, WM year 
and when the low price made it an object to ſmuggle. It was dearer 00 
than the wool of England, of which a monopoly is given to the appe 


manufacturers; but comparatively with the wool of other countries, Ml even 


it was cheap. and 
It appears from the Report of the Committee of the Iriſh Par- the | 
liament, appointed 1784 to inquire into the ſtate of the manu- 1 


factures, that ſorted wool is nearly as dear again in Ireland as in the | 
England, and that there is not ſuch diſproportion in the prices of lf this 
fleece wool. We may infer, that Ireland wants our uſeful claſs of to ta 
woolſtaplers, who purchaſe the wool from the grower, and fort it imp 
into different parts to ſuit the ſeveral manufaQures : the advantage fa, 
of this is obvious, that the woolſtaplers can afford to ſell it cheaper; and 
and the wool will be better prepared for the purpoſe wanted. then 
The medium price of wool in Ireland from 1703 to 17 29 was il cra( 
Gs. 6d. per ſtone of 161b.: Iriſh woollen yarn, on a medium of lf fiſt 
eight years ending 1728, was 10s. 4d. per ſtone; fine wools Bi ſuch 
in Ircland in the year 1743 ſold for 16s. per ſtone ; the medium 
price of wool was-12s.: in 1776 the middle price of wool in the 
flcece had gradually rien to between 178. 6d. and 18s. 6d. pet 
ſtone, and in 1784 it had as gradually fallen to 116. 6d. and 12 
6d. ; the preſent price in Ireland is, as nearly as an average can be 
given of an article that varics ſo much-in quality, one ſhilling 
Theſe details I fear will be thought minute. But this kind of 
hiſtorical account. of the Iriſh woollen manufacture will perhaps 
ſatisfy the Committee better than any other ſtatement in reſpect v 
the paſt extent and probable extenſion of that woollen manufaQure; * 
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ind will beſt ſhew how little it interfered in reality with the Bri- 
iſh manufacture, even when it flouriſhed moſt, and occaſioned 
alarm in this country. 8 

It is curious to obſerve the injudicious energy of oppreſſion em- 


ployed by one country to depreſs ? 


d prevent the exportation of the 
woollen manufacture of the ot and the equally ignorant diſpo- 
ſuion of Ireland, almoſt conſtantly during a century, to impute bet 


poverty and inability of growing rich to a want of a woollen export 
trade, while it is evident that fince the Revolution ſhe has not grown 
wool enough to clothe her own inhabitants. Her woollen manu- 
faure, however, muſt have increaſed very conſiderably, although 
not in proportion to her population. She now works up the whole 
of her wool, which ſhe did not do in the year 1698, when the in- 
creaſe of her manufaQure cauſed that jealouſy in England which oc- 
cafioned che extraordinary prohibition above-mentioned. She that 
year exported to Great Britain 4,861,278 pounds of wool and 
woollen yarn ; but her conſumption is ſo much increaſed that it 
appears her importation of woollens from England has doubled, 
even ſince the protibitory law to export woollens has been repealed, 
and fince her manufacture has had all the encouragement (during 
the laſt twenty years) which had ever been ſuppoſed necetiare. 

The manufacturers of England can hardly apprehend that the 
the Iriſh manufacture made of Engliſh wool will find its way int» 
this country, as the ſame protecting duties are during twenty years 
to take place on Iriſh woollens imported here, as on Britiſh ollen 
imported into Ireland: and as to the ſuggeſtion that Engliſh manu- 
faQurers who have correſpondeneies abroad will remove to Ireland, 
and there form great eſtabliſhments (which could not poſſibly repae 
them in the limited time which will elapſe before all duties (ha! 
caſe between the two countries), I anſwer, that it would be incan- 
ſtent with the good ſenſe and prudence of our manufaQuurers to take 
ſuch a ſtep. They will take care to be well-informed before ther 
nk their preſent gains, and will learn how difficult it would be, it 
they eſtabliſhed themſelves in Ireland, to vie with the Engliſh manu- 
faQture abroad. It is known that the advantage of favourable ports and 
of lower freight is not ſo great as the poſſeſſion of a trade; and that 
a great part of the linen manufacture of Ireland is exported through 


upwards of a century, after heavy duties laid on Britiſh woollens, 
and extravagant expedients, ſuch as non-importation agreements, 
the woollen manufacture of Ireland has not flouriſhed beyond a cer- 
tain degree. Experience has taught Ireland, that, by attention n 
ber linens, that manufacture will be as predominant in Ireland as 


England, They will recollect, that after many attempts during | 
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woollens are in England. She might expend much money in at- 


tempts to eſtabliſh the woollen as a principal manufaQure ; but it 


is proved how difficult an operation this is. A conſiderable manu- 


factory, eſtabliſhed not long ſince in the county of Corke, under 


tertained, has not ſucceeded : in it ſeems evidently the intereſt 
of Ircland not to divert her attention from her ſtaple manufaQure, 
by ruinous endeavours contrary almoſt to nature and to imperious 
circumſtances to aim at raiſing her woollen manufactures to a rivalry 
with thoſe of England. Intelligent Engliſhmen, when they trans- 
fer their capitals to Ireland, will ſoon diſcover it will be their intereſt 
to inveſt that capital in the unrivalled manufacture of the country, 
rather than in the deſperate ſpeculation of underſelling England in 
the woollen trade. 


every ſeeming advantage, and of 3. the greateſt hopes were en- 


If, then, Ireland has a conſiderable manufacture of woollens and 


mixtures of wool, and will continue to have it whether wool ſhall 
be permitted to go thither from England or not, we cannot ſuppoſe 


that an import of wool from this country will induce her to begin 
what ſhe has already undertaken with ſome ſucceſs. In ſome mix- 


tures of wool ſhe excels, and, I flatter myſclf, will continue to pre- 


ſerve her ſuperiority ; in the fabrics of wool or mohair, wool and 


ſilk, poplins, tabinets, bombazeens, luterines, and many others, ſhe 


ſurpaſſes all other countries. Her frizes were reckoned the beſt. 


There are articles enough in which ſhe may occupy herſelf, without 
interferi-,; with or prejudicing England; and the ſuperiority of the 
manufaQures of the latter country, ſecured by many advantages, 
will prevent her from being rivalled in thoſe in which ſhe now 
excels. | : 

Should Ireland import, at a great expence of carriage, &c. any 
conſiderable quantity of our coarſe wool, it cannot be admitted ſhe 
is likely to rival Great Britain at foreign markets in manufactures 

made of that wool : I have mentioned the coarſe wools of England, 
| becauſe the fine wools of the ſouthern parts are not ſo neceſlary to 
Ireland, whoſe general conſumption is of the coarſer fabrics. She 
is moſt in want of combing wool, of which England has great 
abundance. Ireland has grown, and may grow more of the finer 
wool. She can raiſe wool cheaper at home, than ſhe can import 
from England, although I conceive it will anſwer better to raiſe 
cattle, eſpecially as ſhe may import the Portugueze and the inferior 
kinds of Spaniſh wool, which will anſwer her purpoſe, and are 
cheaper than the fine Engliſh wool . The increaſe of tillage does 


Ireland has a great trade with Portugal, from whence England has 


lately received a conſiderable quantity of wool, She may import wool 
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not neceſſarily decreaſe the number of ' ſheep, becauſe the introdue- 
tion of turnips, artificial graſſes, &c. under an improved agriculture, 
more than makes amends for the decreaſe of paſture land. When 
] examined this ſubjeR fifteen years ago, the number of ſheep in 
Ireland ſeemed to be on the ingfeaſe. It is probable that fine 
wool may have decreaſed there, coarſe wool certainly has in- 
creaſed. She will not ſupply If with fine cloths, and ſurely 
will never vie with England art the foreign market in the coarſer 
fabrics, where the raw materials bear a greater proportion to the 
whole value than in the finer, if that bulky article is to come from 
England charged with the expence of carriage, freight, commiſſion, 
&c. The wool exported from the weſtern ports of Scotland 
may go to Ireland, if a better price can be had there than at Li- 
verpool. 7 a : 

England underſells all the world in thoſe woollen articles which 
ſhe now manufaQures ;. in reſpeR to the finer fabrics, it is only 
neceſſary to obſerve, that ſhe underſells not only other countries, but 
Spain herſelf, even in the manufacture of Spaniſh wool, for which 
| ſhe pays an high price. She will continue to ſupply a large quan- 

tity of woollens to Ireland, and the ſupply will increaſe” with the 
populatiun of that country, which does not, as already: obſerved, 
raiſe wool enough to clothe its own inhabitants; neither will it an- 
ſwer to them to employ their rich paſtures for that purpoſe. 

Some curious arguments have been uſed to ſhew that the carriage 
of wool from different parts of England to Yorkſhire, is as ex- 
penſive as the carriage of the fame would be to Ireland: and 
thoſe who aſſert it illuſtrate their opinion by ſtating the expence 
of carrying wool. the extreme diſtance, namely from Exeter to 
Hull, and from thence by inland navigation to Leeds, and then 
compare and calculate the ſhort diſtance of Ireland from Exeter, 
although little wool is ſent from thence to the north. The truth 
is, the quantity of wool of the ſouthern and weſtern parts of Eng- 
land, namely from Suſſex, Somerſetſhire, &c. which goes to 
Yorkthire, is not great.; it is principally employed in the finer 
fabries of the ſouth-weſt of England. I have already obſerved, 
that. the inferior wools of Spain will anſwer the purpoſe of the Triſh 
manufacture; but the fine-wools of Glouceſterſhire, Herefordſhire, 
Shropſhire, and many other parts of England, will go by inland 


fron thence with as much advantage as England. Portugueze wool has 
been imported here, to rival the South Down wool, and has been ſold at 
214, per pound. It is ſtated in the evidence, that Portugueze wool ſells 
from 18, 6d, to 3s. per pound: Ireland has hitherto imported the greater 
Fart of the Spaniſh wool uſed in her manufacture, from England. 
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water carriage, at a much lefs expence to Yorkſhire than to Ire- 
Land: and above all, the coarſe and bulky wools of Lincolnſhire 
and Leiceſterſhire, and of the midland and northern parts of Eng. 
land, will go at n leſs expence to Yorkſhire than they can 
to Ircland. 

I mufi now notice an unge aſſertion, that the growth of 
wool in Great Britain is not ſu t to ſupply the manufaQure ; 
and therefore, if ſuffered to go out of the kingdom, the manufac. 
ture mult ceaſe in proportion to the quantity exported. Certainly 
there has been lately a great demand for all kinds of wool ; but it 
docs not follow from thence that we do nat ufually grow as much as 
we want, except the quantity of Spaniſh uſed in certain manufac. 
tures. It is demonſtrable that we have always had enough, gene- 
rally more than enough : and it by no means appears that we have 
not a ſufficiency at preſent ; on the contrary, it might be ſhewn that 
we have plenty, if it were nor proved by the late fall in the price. 
In 1792 there was a greater demand than at preſent, according to 
_ the evidence before the Committee, and as great a cry of ſcarcity ; 


. but it appeared next ſpring there was a great redundancy of wool 
on hand. 

If it were true that we have not 3 ſufficient wool for our 
own uſe, I ſhould anſwer, that the increaſe of wood been checked 
by laws which diſcouraged the growth of it : that the growth of an 
article always increaſed with the demand ; and that the preſent 
price, if ſteady, would promote more attention, produce a greater 
quantity, and fceure a better quality of woot. But it is obvious, 
that we do-not regularly conſume the whole of the wool grown in 
England. And as to the argument, that accumulations of redun- 
dancics ſo highly diſcouraging to the growth of wool are neceflary 
to the mapufaQure, I cannot diſcover in it either truth, _— 
or modeſty, 

During the laſt thirty years wool has frequently been a mere 
drug, and even within a few years many farmers have been obliged 
to keep their wool two or three years, becauſe, in conſequence of 
there not being a demand for it, the price was extremely low. In- 
ſicad of its progreſſively riſing in value, as has been ſuppoſed, the 
price of the South Down wool has even in the laſt ſeven or eight 
years varied from 458. to 64s. per tod of 321bs. ; and it is well 
known, particularly in Lincolnſhire and Leiceſterſhire, within the 
laſt thirty years, that wool could hardly be fold at any price : It 
has ag even as low as from three to five pounds — pack of 
2400 


It may alſo be demonſtrated, that the growth of wool is greatly 
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increaſed in England, and even in conſequence of ineloſures, which 
erroneouſly were ſuppoſed to diminiſh the quantity ; but the growth 
of fine or ſhort wool has by no means increaſed in proportion; ta 
that of the coarſe or long wool, perhaps has hardly had any 
increaſe except on the-S Downs, and in diſtricts where 
the ſheep of thoſe Downs ha introduced, and a few other 
places; but I ſhould conceiv 
from the heavy careaſe of the long wool ſheep, as well as from the 
weight of wool, may have introduced that breed where ſhort or fine 
wool was before grown. 5 

The moſt eſſential inclofures which have taken place in Eng- 
land, were open arable land, particularly in the midland counties of 
England, where comparatively few ſheep were before kept. A 
large proportion of that land has ſince been laid down, and now 
furniſhes natural and artificial graſſes in abundance, maintaining a 
great number of ſheep, particularly in Leiceſterſhire, Northamp- 
tonſhire, Warwickſhire, and ſeveral other counties. In the caſe 
of poor commons or waſte lands incloſed, a tenth part of them, 
when cultivated, will maintain a much larger quantity. of ſheep than 
the whole maintained before, and of a good kind. Thoſe kept on 
commons were in general a bad breed, the wool of which, though 
commonly reputed fine, was of a much inferior quality to what it 
was ſuppoſed to be ; and it is well known, that the wool of ill fed 
and neglected ſheep becomes of a hairy thread, and that the quan- 
tity produced is comparatively inconfiderable. Wool grown on a 
common is always fold lower than paſture wool of an equal quality, 

I ſhould obſerve, that the common notions of coarſe and fine 
wool are very incorrect, eſpecially when thoſe terms are applied as 
diſtinctions between combing and clothing wool, in the qualities 
of both of which kinds there is great difference. The animals that 
produce them are as diſtin as the water-dog and the greyhound in 
reſpe to their covering; and the fineſt down or paſture in the 
world, although it might diminiſh the quantity, would not render 
the coarſe long wool of the Lincolnſhire or Leiceſterſhire breed 
ſhort and fine like the South Down wool ; nor would the richeſt 
paſture render the latter of the ſame ſtaple as the Lincolnſhire. 
Rich paſture will increaſe the weight of the fleece of our ſhort 
wool ſheep ; it may lengthen the thread, but it will not give the 
harſh and hairy quality of our coarſe woolled ſheep. 

If we may judge from the Cuſtom- houſe accounts of the import 


of wool into Ireland, ſhe does not ſeem to want a large quan- 
Uty ; for, on an average of the laſt three years, the whole does not © 
exceed in value more than 513ol. But if an increaſed demand 
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ſhould raiſe the price, in this country we know it would encourage 
and increaſe the growth; and a ſmall additional price on the wool 
could not effentially raife the value of the manufacture, as from one 
pound and one fourth to two pounds of wool is ſufficient to make a 
yard of cloth. A ſteady good for wool would ultimately be 
highly advantageous to the man as well as to the country, 
The quality of our wool has tly debaſed, by the limitation 
of the price to that which thoſe: who have the monopoly may chooſe 
to give; the bad principle in queſtion exiſts in no other inſtance : 
and in conſequence of laws and prejudices which firſt took place 
when we had no good principles of manufacture or commerce, 
wool does not bring its. intrinſic value; of courſe there was not 
proper attention paid to that article : and the coarſe or long woo! 
has been found more profitable, although, from the limitation of 
the price, and the great abundance of the article, it has been ſo low 
as I have deſcribed. The average weight of the ſhort wool fleece 
is little more than 2lb.; the weight of long wool is known to have 
amounted to 3olb. but 1 olb. is rather an high average; the quan- 
tity, however, much more than makes amends for the quality, in- 
dependent of the weight of the carcaſe. It is avowed by the 
growers of long wool, that, on account of the impoſſibility of get- 
ting a price that will pay them for a fine quality, their whole object 
is to ĩnereaſe the weight, that being the only principle by which 
they can gain. . The increaſed price of wool within a few years, 
although it has not been ſteady, has encouraged the wool-growers, 
and lately efforts have been made towards the amelioration of the 
clothing-wool, and that increaſed price has produced an examination 
and a competition which has bees beneficial ; but while the injudi- 
cious limitation of price through the monopoly exiſts, there can be 


— 


* We muſt not admit the aſſertion of the declaimers againſt the ex- 
port of wool, that the principle of prohibition exiſted in our laws from 
the earlieſt time, and they mention the good times of Elizabeth, during 
which long reign no law paſſed on the ſubject. They can hardly be 
ſo ill informed as not to know that a duty on the export of wool furniſhed 


the principal branch of revenue in this country: that the exportation 


was firſt checked in 1387, which laſted a ſhort time. It was permitted 
to go to certain ports abroad, and a chief object ſeemed to be, to prevent 
the exportation without paying the King's duty, We find large quan- 
tities were exported till 1439, when the exports were reſtrained to the 
ports of Calais, Catalonia, and Italy. It continued to be exported in 
great quantities to the Low Countries till 1630, when its exportation 
was forbidden; but it was never ſtrictly prohibited till after the Reſtor- 
ation, and ſtill more ſtrictly by the Act of 1696. 
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no dependence on due encouragement, nor foundation for that ſ 
culation which is the parent of improvement. 1 


. 


The firſt perſon in theſe kingdoms has condeſcended to attend 
to this ſubject, and through his zeal for the public good, the 


fineſt woolled ſheep of the „ been introduced among us; 


and it ſeems to be proved, th e wool as we uſually procured 
from Spain, fine enough to a all-our purpoſes, may be raiſed- 
in this country. It has been ſold here at as high a price as the beſt 
Spaniſh wool, and no complaints were made by the purchafers re- 


ſpecting the quality, although the price of Spaniſh wool at our 


market is from 3s. 6d. to 48. 6d. per Ib.“ and it fold laſt year even 
at 5s. 6d. per Ib. A large ſum might be ultimately ſaved + which 
is now paid to foreigners for wool, and the manufaQure ſupplied at 
a lower price. 

We have been told that the growth of wool in England forty or 
fifty years ago amounted to 700,008 packs, but now that it does 
not exceed 600,000}. I am little fatisfied with theſe kinds of 


- 


— 


In conſequence of his Majeſty having imported Spaniſh ſheep, I 
have been enabled to make ſeveral experiments in the breed of Spaniſh 
and the beſt Herefordſhire and South Down ſheep, and I ſucceeded in re- 
ſpect to the quality of the wool, I found the wool of the Spaniſh breed, 
which had been nineteen years from Spain, and had been two years in my 
Park in Suſſex, retained its quality { well that it appeared as perfect as 
the generality of ſamples I had ſeen from Spain ; but as I could net get 
the intrinſic value, not even more than the South Down price, it could not 
anſwer to me to ſacrifice the carcaſe, and to prejudice the ſhape of my 
flock, by mixing them with any other breed, far leſs by introducing the 
entire breed of Spain or of Herefordſhire, which, in the eſtimation of 
the county, is not ſo good as the beſt South Down. Woolſtaplers, how. 
ever, have ſaid, that the wool I ſhewed them was worth 88. 6d. per 
pound (I do not mean the wool of the whole flock); but as it was not 
worth while to make it a principal object, I have never but twice re- 
ceived ſo much even as 28. per pound for wool, The flock is of the beſt 
South Down kind I could breed. I find the wool does not become coarſer 
If a park which is fed cloſe ; on the contrary, it is of a ſofter and better 
quality than on the South Downs, the ſoil of which, being chalk, is ſup- 


poſed to give it a certain harſhneſs, I have during ſeveral years worn 


cloth made of. wool grown in my Park, and in reſpect to appearance it is 
not diſtinguiſhable from cloths made of Spariiſh wool : but woolſtaplers 
will generally only afford the price they have been uſed to give for Eng- 
liſh wool ; therefore it does not anſwer to a farmer to aim at any other 
than the fleece of the country. | =s ; 
The Cuſtom-houſe value of Spaniſh wool, at 3s. 6d. per Ib. imported 
on an average of three years ending January 1799, was 621, 428l. 
It is ſtated in the evidence, that the wool grown in Britain ſells for 
fix millions ſix hundred thouſand pounds per annum, and is increaſed, by 
wg worked up into manufacture, ſome ſorts rather more than double, 


27 
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calculations ; but I muſt obſerve, that, in their eagerneſs to aſſert a 
decreaſe in the growth of Britiſh wool, the manufaQurers have 
ſhewn no grea attention to facts, even to thoſe they have ſtated 
themſelves. They introduced in their evidence an account of cloths 


milled in the Weſt Riding of * from hence it appears, 
that forty years ago the quantity th milled, namely, 
: Broa Narrows. 
In 1760 was . + + 49,362 picees + + « « 69,573 pieces. 
In 1799. 272/57 180,168 
nearly ſixfold increaſe in the broads, and nearly threefold increaſe in 


"the narrows. Or, on an average of three years following the laft 
peace, and ending 1786, the number of pieces milled were, 


Broads. Narrows. 
Pieces. Yards. Pieces. Tard. 
151,363. 4,624,721 118,187. 3,434, 238; 


and the average of three years, ending 1799, ineluſive, 
242,068. . 7,725, 280 161,814. . 5,687,079. 


The increafe is 74,039 pieces, or 3, 100, 5 5 yards of broads; 


and 43,627 pieces, or 2, 25 2, 841 yards of narrows: which in- 
ereaſe, in fourteen years, is conſiderably more than the whole quan- 
tity milled in 1760. 

This increaſe is calculated only on that kind of the manufaQure 
made of clothing wool which goes to the fulling-mill in the Weſt 
Riding of Yorkſhire ; and it does not appear that manufaQures of 
the ſame kind of clothing wool have materially declined in other 
parts of England ſince 1786. It is ſuppoſed the manufaQures ef 
combing-wool have increaſed in quantity, although not in value, 
nearly in the ſame proportion as thoſe of the clothing-wool. Mr. 
William Huſtler, in his evidence, ſtates the increaſe in value of the 
woollen manufacture of England, in the ſhort period of nine 
years, to be 5,000,000l- ; that is, in 1782 it was eſtimated at 
14, ooo, oool. — and in 1791, 19, ooo, oool. 

I muſt now aſk, if there had not been a great increaſe in the 
growth of Britiſh . with what materials could there have been 
ſuch an extraordinary increaſe of the. manufacture within forty 
years, namely, fince 1760 The 0 of wool then was 
Lec ß. INSS ENG tS $5 £4 no 0 1,1 58, $4 01bs. 


— 


de line times or even more, and the average increaſe have three 
times, That the manufacture, then, ſells for 19,800, 000l.: That four: 
tenths of it is exported, and fix-tenths conſumed. at home. 
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On an average of three years, ending 1786. . 2,097,5 2116s. 
On an average of three years, ending 1799 t- + 3,995,887. 
Much the greater part of this wool, which was moſtly imported 
from Spain + or Portugal, is employed in the woollen manufactures 
of the Weſt of England, which, during the laſt twelve or fourteen 
years, ſeem to have revived pugh the introduction of ma- 
chinery ; the uſe of which, ho in conſequence of the clamours 
of the manufacturers, is not ſo complete there as in Yorkſhire. A 
conſiderable part of the increaſed importation of Spaniſh wool is 
employed in kerſeymeres and in other fine woollen goods, and in 
mixtures of wool, ſilk, and other articles, the manufacture of which 
has been eſtabliſhed- ſince the year 1760. The quantity is not 
comparatively great which is employed in making thoſe kinds of 
cloth which undergo the operation of the fulling- mill in the Weſt 
Riding of. Yorkſhire, and conſequently did not go far towards the 
fxfold and threefold increaſe of thoſe cloths, as above ſtated. 
Great apprehenſions are expreſſed, that wool, if allowed to go to 
Ireland, would be ſmuggled through that country to foreign parts ; 
and the old ſtory is revived, that the French cannot work up their 
wools without a conſiderable. quantity of Engliſh, I have within 
a few years ſeen ſome of the principal manufaQuries of Normandy, 
Luxemburgh, Limburgh, and other countries, and I am perfectly 


fatisfied that good cloth is made in thoſe places without any mixture 


of Engliſh wool, and that inferior Spaniſh and other woul may be 
purchaſed cheaper than Engliſh fine wool may be had there, charged 
with the heavy expences and riſk which wuſt attend ſmuggling. If 
it can anſwer to ſmuggle wool to foreign countries, it maſt be the 
ſoft long combing wool, the bulk of which will add to the dif- 
ficulty. It / is known that wool is not now ſmuggled from Ireland; 
the home market, ſince the prohibitions have been taken off, has 
been ſo high, that no foreign market can afford to pay the addi- 
tional expence of ſmuggling, which has been computed at 6d. per 
pound. And it is generally underſtood, that when. wool is above 
Los. per ſtone in that country, it will not anſwer to ſmuggle it. I ob- 
ſerve the preſent Iriſh cuſtom houſe valuation of wool on export is 
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x os. 6d. per ſtone. It is difficult to give an average value of an 
article which varies ſo much in quality and price, but I have already 
mentioned ' one ſhilling per pound may be conſidered as nearly the 
average. 
The ſcarcity produced by an extraordinary demand of wool is 
conſtrued by the manufacturers a decreaſe in the growth of 
that article ; and they ſuppoſe killing of ſheep under two or 
three years old has reduced the number, which is by no means the 
caſe : the land muſt be ſtocked, and the quantity of wool muſt be 
the ſame. The increaſed price of ſheep, and the demand for the 
 South-Down breed, have induced ſome farmers to change from a 
wedder flock to a breeding flock : if there were any decreaſe from 
the circumſtance alluded to, the improvements in agriculture and 
a more general introduction of turnips, rape, and artificial graſſes, 
have enabled the farmers to increaſe their ſtock of ſheep ſo confi. 
derably, that there can be no doubt, on the whole, it much more 
than makes up for the ſuppoſed decreaſe by killing ſheep under two 
or three years old. | 
The manufacturers have expreſſed in their evidence great tender- 
neſs for the landed intereſt on the ſubject of the poor rates. I wiſh 
to conſider the landed and commercial intereſt as the ſame ; but I 
know that the rental of England, partially raiſed in ſome diſtricts 
by the eſtabliſhment of manufactures, would be nearly one-third 
greater than it is if not kept down by an enormous poor-tax, which 
almoſt entirely falls on the land, a very ſmall part being paid by the 
trading part of the community, as perſonal property, though liable 
according to law, is not rated to the poor. But it is hardly fair to 
quote the poor-rate at a time of the greateſt ſcarcity ever known. 
The failure of manufaQories certainly has raiſed that rate in ſome 
places, but it can only be ſuppoſed to have that effect for a limited 
time, until the families in diſtreſs ſhall have occupied themſelves in 
ſome other bulineſs. 
The caſe of Bocking in Eſſex, in particular, has been men- 
tioned. It was not merely the neglect of machinery that occaſioned 
the removal of the manufactures of that place, but the expence of 
fuel and of other articles. It is well known that manufaQures 
remove from places where there is a ſcarcity of fuel, and ſettle in 

diſtricts where it is plentiful. The woollen manufacture was firſt 
eſtabliſhcd in London and its neighbourhood® ; but it long ſince 
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It moved into Surry, Kent, Eſſex, Berkſhire, Oxfordſhire, &c. and 
afterwards to Worceſterſhire, Glouceſterſhire, Wiltſhire, Somerſet, Dor- 
ſet, and Vorkſhire. 1 f 
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moved to the Weſt and to the North, where there was generally 
the greateſt abundance of coals. The cheapneſs of fuel, however 
important, is not always abſolutely neceſſary, as the difference in 
the price is ſometimes more than compenſated by other advan- 
tages; and there are thriving manufactures of wool in England, 
where coal 1s not comparativel cheap, and even where there is 
no coal. P 
have much pleaſure in obſerving that there are no petitions on 
the part of other manufacturers. I believe, indeed, they have 
little or nothing to apprehend ; and I alſo believe that their pa- 
triotic attention to the general welfare of the empire prevents them 
from bringing forward any ſelfiſh narrow objections. The good 
ſenſe of the country ſees that the meaſure of Union is neceffary, in 
which light I have always conſidered it; and I ſhall be happy, in- 
deed, when the arrangements ſhall be completed, by removing all 
diſtinctions between the two countries, and every idea of ſeparate 
and jarring intereſts. This will not be the caſe until all cuſtoms, 
duties, drawbacks and bounties ſhall ceaſe, and the two iſlands 
ſhall be on the ſame footing as two counties in England. The 
great object to be obtained is a free intercourſe ; that liberal prin- 
ciple is the baſis of the Union between the two countries; yet it 
requires time, though of no great length for a meaſure of ſuch im- 
portance—and is impracticable, perhaps, during a war. 
I truſt that it will appear from -what has been obſerved, that 
the woollen manufacturers of Great Britain ſhould not be alarmed 
by the expeRations of Ireland, nor by any temporary advantage 
Ireland can derive from importing large quantities of wool, even if 
ſhe can afford it, before the commercial arrangements between the 
countries can be completed; and however we may doubt as to per- 
mitting a general export to all parts, there can be little ground to 
object to the limiced quantity that could be exported to Ireland; at a 
time when a redundancy may happen to lower the value beyond 
what is reaſonable. There is no ground to apprehend that the ex- 
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In 1331, Edward III. encouraged ſeventy Flemiſh families to ſettle 
here, who taught the Engliſh to make and dreſs fine woollen cloths ; be- 
fore which time the manufacture was in a rude fate. , About 1837 re- 
ſtrictive laws in the manufacturing towns of Flanders, and great tumults, 
induced many of the people to — ſnelter in England. In 1567 the 
perſecutions and wars in the Low Countries drove great numbers hither, 
who firſt introduced the manufacture of bayes and other ſlight woollen 
goods (then called New Drapery) at Canterbury, Sandwich Maidſtone, 


Colcheſter, Norwich, Southampton, &c. The manufacture of fine woolen 


cloth was not eſtabliſhed in France till 1646. 
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port of the quantity of that kind of wool which ſhe wants, and can 
afford to take, will be ſo conſiderable as to affect the Britiſh many. 
facture. I have already obſerved, that a great demand would raiſe 
the value beyond her price; at the ſame time there would be an 
| harmleſs and ſmall conceſſion in reſpect to a monopoly that now 
exiſts againſt the wool-grower a e conſumer, which would help 
to remove well-grounded complaint and a tendency to conſider the 
landed and commercial part of the community as having ſeparate or 
oppoſite intereſts. A free trade in wool to Ireland might prevent 
the price from falling ſo low as eventually to debaſe the article; 
yet I do not believe it would raiſe the price higher than it is af 
preſent, which is perhaps ſufficient, though not too much to en- 
gage that attention which will bring it to perfection. Politically 
conſidered, the advantage to the empire is the ſame, wherever a 
manufacture ſucceeds; and the woollen manufacturers of the South 
of England might as reaſonably petition that the fine wools of thoſe 
parts of the kingdom ſhould not go to the manufacturers of the 
North, as the latter now petition that wool ſhould not be fent to 
Ireland when ſhe becomes a part of this country. The greater 
part of the cotton wool uſed in Ireland goes through England, 
The cotton manufacturers of this country might as juſtly object to 
its being permitted to paſs from hence to Ireland. However, that 
permiſſion has not hurt our cotton works. Ireland has the cotton 
charged with extra expence as ſhe would have Britiſh wool. I truſt 
it alſo appears that the growth of wool in Great Britain has in- 
creaſed, and is fully ſufficient to ſupply the manufaQures ; and that 
the apprehenſions are perfectly groundleſs, that great quantities of 
Britiſh wool will, under all the circumſtances, be conveyed to 
foreign parts through Ireland, charged with expences that would 
double the price. On the whole, I affert that Ireland will be 
benefited, and Great Britain not prejudiced. On the contrary, 
their manufaRures and commerce will derive great advantage from 
a free imercourſe and the increafing wealth of Ireland. 

Some perſons ſeem not to be ſenſible of the great aſcendancy of 
pur manufaQures, and to ſuppoſe that the woollen trade depends 
principally on having wool at a price unreaſonably low. But that 
paramount manufacture moſt ſurely cannot be overſet by the tem- 
porary indulgence in queſtion : we are in this inſtance embarraſſed 
by the intention to repeal a prohibition which never ſhould have 
taken place; but theſe difficulties would not have occurred, if there 
had been no alteration in the commercial intercourſe between the 
two cpuntrics, until the arrangement could have been completed, 
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by the removal of all duties between them. The manufaQurers 
of the North very liberally acknowledge, that although they might 
ſuffer ſome partial prejudice, they could not have objeRed, if the 
trade between Great Britain and Ireland were, as it is intended to 
be, perſedtly free, and on the ſame footing as between England and 


Scotland. Ireland poſſibly would not have been fatisfied ; but ſhe. 
could not reaſonably have objected to its remaining fo, as almoſt the 


whole of the exports from Ireland to England are entered duty free, 
and the principal exports from England to Ireland are liable in 
eniry to a dury of ten per cent. on the value: the mode propoſed 
by the reſolutions is a ſuſpenſion of 'a part of the meaſure. If the 
commercial intercourſe had remained as it is until all duties could 
be removed, it would alſo have been only a ſuſpenſion ; it would 
have been more ſimple, and all the intricacy of the ſyſtem of draw- 
backs equal to countervailing duties payable on import, the ac- 
counts of duties and charges, &c. would have been avoided : but 
whether this was praQticable or not, I cannot ſay ; it ſeems not to 
be of great conſequence for the time in queſtion, and I cannot diſ- 
cover any miſchicf likely to ariſe from the reſolutions as they now 
ſtand. 

I have on a former occaſion given my opinion on the principle 
and the neceſſity of this great meaſure of Union : the longer I re- 
flea, the more I am convinced of the commercial and other ad- 
vantages which will be derived from it. As an Iriſhman,. I am 
highly gratified by the liberality of giving the turn of the ſcale in 
almoſt every inſtance, to the weaker countrv, which was more ne- 
ceſſary than perhaps appears to thoſe who have not attentively con- 
ſidered the ſtate of the manufactures in that kingdom: as an 
Engliſhman, I am ſatisfied with that part of the arrangement rela- 
tive to which I confeſs I was-moſt anxious, and which appeared to 
me the moſt difficult, namely, the mode of ſettling the repreſenta- 
tion in Ireland. My difficulties on that head are removed by the 
ſtrict attention tnat has been paid to every circumſtance that could 
preſerve the independence of Parliament. Sixty- four of the hun- 
dred Members are to be ſent from counties, and the remainder 
from the univerſity, the: cities, and principal towns ; and the Peers 
arc to be elected for life. 

Some clouds which in the early ſtages of this meaſure threatened 
ts ſucceſs, have diſappeared. It now draws towards a concluſion 
with ſo happy a proſpect that I feel relieved from great anxiety. 
When the arrangement ſhall be completed, I ſhall enjoy more ſatis- 
faction from it than I have ever done on any other public occa- 
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ſion; and while ſome triumph in our ſplendid viQories, and in 
thoſe of our allies, I thall conſider this great event with abundantly 
more ſatisfaction than I could any conqueſt, however brilliant, 
achieved even againſt our molt inveterate toes, 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Friday, May 2. 


Their Lordſhips reſolved into a Committee on His Majeſty's 
meſſage, and the propoſed articles for an Union with Ireland. 

Mr. PLUMER, ſecond Counſel for the petitioners, againſt that 
part of the ſixth article which relates to the exportation of wool to 
Ireland, ſummed up and commented upon the evidence offered 
yeſterday at confiderable length. Toward the latter part of his 
addreſs, the learned Counſel dwelt much on the circumſtance of the 
woollen being the ſtaple manufacture of England, and to which 
was principally to be attributed her preſent wealth, power, and ex- 
tended empire. 

When the Counſel had finiſhed, 

Lord GREN VILLE roſe, and moved that the Chairman do 
leave the chair, be directed to report progreſs, and aſk leave to ſit 
again; and at the ſame time acquainted their Lordſhips with his 
Intention to propoſe the conſideration of the three remaining articles 
on Monday next. 

The above being agreed to, the Houſe reſumed, and the Com- 
mittee was ordered to fit again on Monday. | 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Friday, May 2. 


The Houſe went into a Committee upon the Innkeepers' bill. 

Mr. SECRETARY AT WAR ſaid, that he would not enter 
into any lengthened detail of what had paſſed with reſpe& to the 
claims of the Innkeepers in the Sclect Committee; but he would 
merely ſay a, few words to ſhew why, notwithſtanding the large 
prices that had ſome time ago been allowed them, they now came 
forward far further relief, and the ground on which that Com- 
mittee had thought thcir repreſentatic ns well founded, He bim- 
ſelf had long foreſcen that they would require ſome aſſiſtance under 
th: circumitances of the preſent time; and it was with a vie v 19 
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afford them an opportunity of making application for that purpoſe, 
that he had not this Seſſion followed the cuſtomary mode of pro- 
poſing the Innkeepers' bill at the ſame time with the Mutiny bill, 
They had, as he expected, petitioned for relief; and the Select Com- 
mittee had ſanQioned their petitions. The additional allowance 
which it had been thought ſufficient to grant was in itſelf of no 
great amount; but, however ſmall it might be, as it added ſome- 
thing to the public burthens, perhaps gentlemen would be defirous 
of hearing the particulars of that increaſe. The relief which had 
been granted on a former occaſion was, it would be recollected, very 
conſiderable when compared with the rates that preceded that 
period. In caſes where the Innkeepers had formerly no allowance, 
they were entitled to 2d. per man; and where they had formerly 
no more than 4d. or 6d. it was enacted that they ſhould receive 
10d, He would avow, that he had differed from the Committee 
who had ſuggeſted thoſe augmentations, in ſeveral points; and he 
thought at the time, that ſome of the rates which they had raiſed to 
6d. ſhould have been limited to 4d. ; and where they had given 
10d. he wiſhed to make an allowance of 6d. only. It was found, 
in fact, that theſe regulations were ſuch as then to afford a con- 
ſiderable advantage to Innkeepers. But he conceived that, though 
the meaſure of quartering ſoldiers on them ought to be ſo regulated 
as to prevent its falling with any very heavy preſſure on them, it 
was never in the contemplation of the Legiſlature that they ſhould 
make a profit by it. As long as it was conducted on the principle 
which he had juſt ſtated, he could not ſuppoſe that they would have 
reaſon to complain, though it ſhould operate as a burden in a ſmall 
degree ; for it had been practiſed in this country for ſo long a 
period, that the trade muſt long ago have accommodated itſelf to it. 
The increaſed price, however, of all the articles of proviſions ſince 
the Iaſt augmentation, had been ſo great as to ſhew that it was now 
inſufficient to enable the Innkeepers to ſubſiſt the ſoldier without a 
very ſevere loſs. . The greateſt proof of this was, that a number 
of them had failed in-conſequence of this charge. Juſtice, there- 
fore, required that relief ſhould be adminiſtered ; and they had 
been ſo moderate in their demands, that the Committee had thought 
proper to go to its full extent. The rates which, under the ſane- 
tion of the Committee, he had now to propoſe, were regulated by à 
fair compariſon between the price of the neceſſaries of life at the 
preſent moment, and that which they bore previouſly to the laſt in- 
creaſe of the allowance. In thoſe caſes where they had now 10d. 
tor each horſe, whether in permanent quarters, or on a march, he 
would propoſe an additional allowance of 69, ; and where they 
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now had for troops, whether infantry or cavalry, in like circum. 
ſtances, 104d. per man, he would move an addition of 319. ; thus 
making in the whole the allowance for the latter 14d. and that for 
the former 16d. which he truſted the Houſe would not think too 
much. The preſent bill was in its nature temporary; for, like 
the Mutiny bill, it could continue no longer than one year. But 
as from an alteration of prices, even before the date of its expiration, 
the ſame neceſſity for the allowance now propoſed might no longer 
exiſt, he truſied it would appear reaſonable that an opportunity 
ſhould be given of proportionably diminiſhing the rates even be- 
fore that period. For this purpoſe he would move a ſeparate 
amendment, which he had prepared. He wiſhed farther, that 
gentlemen ſhould be aware that he did not intend the. bill ſhould 
run on for a complete year from the preſent time ; on the contrary, 
it was to be limited to the 25th of next March, the fame day on 
which the Mutiny bill would expire. 

The two clauſcs which he had opened having been put and 
agreed to. 

Mr. WINDEHAM faid, that he ſhould next propoſe a elauſe for 
prohibiting publicans from commuting the ſubliſtence of ſoldiers 
tor a pecuniary conſideration; a practice which had been found 
productive of many diſorders, particularly when troops were on a 
march. The penalty which he ſhould move for this offence, 
would be the ſame as that to which the Innkeeper was now ſub— 
jeQed in the caſe of his refuſing to take the men quartered on him. 
He had likewiſc another clauſe to bring up, which provided, that, 
from the expiration of the bill of the preceding year to the com- 
mencement of the preſent, the old rates only could be demanded 
by the Innkeepers in making up their accounts for that time. Ihe 
Committee had, indeed, thought that it would be delirable to ex- 
tend relief to thoſe who had failed in conſequence of the defedive 
allowance they had formerly received; but on more maturely con- 
ſidering that ſubject, they were of opinion, that the due inveſtiga- 
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tion of the claims of individuals would be attended with ſo many 


difficulties that they would find the fair application of that relief 


utterly impracticable. The honourable Secretary here brought up 
the two clauſes to which he laſt alluded. 

Mr. TIERNEY obſerved, that there were a number of Inn- 
keepers in London and Weftminſter who had not conveniencics 
for quartering ſoldiers, and who were therefore under the ne- 
ceſſity of making an agreement with them for pecuniary com- 
mutation. f . 
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Mr. WINDHAM ſaid, that the caſe which the honourable 
Member had mentioned, was that of a commutation for lodging 
only, or for lodging and ſubſiſtence when troops were in permanent 
quarters; but the preſent clauſe applied only to a commutation for 
proviſions when they were on a march. 

The clauſe prohibiting the commutation was then read and 
agreed to. | | 

Mr. TIERNEY roſe to obſerve, that if the principle of this 
clauſe were a good one, it ought to be extended equally to the pro- 
hibition of commuting for lodging ; for it might be ſaid that the 
ſoldier, inſtead of applying the money ſo obtained in procuring a 
louging, might prefer ſpending it in making himſelf drunk. 

Mr. WINDHAM faid, that the whole amount of this argu- 
ment was, that the clauſe had not gone to a ſufficient extent. But, 
ſurely, while it was calculated to obviate an evil that was remove- 
able without any inconvenience to the Innkeepers, it ought not to 
be carried fo far as to ſubject him, in many caſes, to an extreme 
grievance, by making the ſoldier an inmate in his houſe. 

Mr. TIERNEY faid a few words in reply. 

Lord SHEFFIELD was proceeding to make ſome obſerva- 
tions on the ſubjeA, when he was called to order by the Chairman 
(Mr. BRAGGE), who informed his Lordſhip, that the clauſe re- 
ſpecting commutation had already paſſed, and that the queſtion 
now before the Houſe was, whether the increaſed allowance ſhould 
take place from the expiration of the laſt, or from the time of 
paſſing the preſent bill ? 


The clauſe limiting the commencement of the allowance to the 
latter date was adopted. 


On the queſtion being put for receiving the report of the Com- 


mittee on His Majeſty's meſſage, 

Dr. LAURENCE ſtated, that he would not oppoſe the 
bringing up of the report, becauſe he was not averſe to an 
Union in the abſtract. But thinking as he did of the details 
of the propoſed Union, he ſhould feel it his duty to move, 


that the conſideration of it ſhould be poſtponed to that day fix 
months, 


Mr. DouvcLas brought up the report, and the reſolutions were 


read a firſt time. 


On the queſtion for reading them a ſecond time, 
Dr. LAURENCE roſe to oppoſe it. He lamented that a ſubject 
of ſo very important a nature had not fallen to the ſhare of ſome 


perſon of greater abilities than he could pretend to. As it was his - 
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opinion, however, that theſe reſolutions, if adopted, would be preg. 
nant with the greateſt evils to both countries, he thought it his duty, 
in this ſtage of the buſineſs, as he had done in all the preceding 
ones, to give them his decided oppoſition. As perpetual reference 
had becn made by thoſe who introduced and ſupported them to the 
Union with Scotland, he wiſhed to have ſome part of thoſe articles 
which formed that Union read. The 4th and two others being 
read accordingly, the learned Member ſaid, that from theſe articles 
clearly appeared there was a firm, equal, and honourable Union 
between this country and Scotland; but that in the preſent caſe it 
was altogether the reverſe. He begged the Houſe to conſider that 
they were now about to deterniine finally on a meaſure not of a 
common kind not a meaſure which, if found to be wrong, could 
be remedied by any act of that Houfe—it was not like a declara- 
tion of war, or a treaty of peace, which that Houſe might ſanQion 
in one inſtance, or put an end to in the other. This, he ſaid, was 
a treaty of that deſcription, that, it once ratificd, no alteration in it 
could ever take place. In order to bring the ſubject as fairly and 
fully as poſſible before the Houſe, he would endeavour to call their 
attention to the general outline of the whole ſcheme. Here the 
learned Member went through the whole of the ſeveral articles 
con'tituting the Union, commenting at ſome length on each reſolu- 
tion. He then ſaid it was his opinion that there was no neceſſuy 
whatever for the meaſure, and that, above all, the moſt eſſential in- 
gredient to the ſucceſs of it was wanting; this was, the conſent of 
the people of Ireland, which ought above all things to have been 
rſt obtained, and without which all Union would prove but a rope 
of fand. Beſides, no proofs whatever had been adduced why he 
ſhould adopt this meaſure under the preſent circumſtances. The 
Scotch Union was pretended to be the grand foundation ; but there 
was not the ſmalleſt ſimilarity in fact. That Union was, as he 
had before obſerved, exaQly the ſame as to both countries, equal in 
its effects and regulations in all reſpects, even in the minutiæ of 
weights and meaſures, except one, which was a prohibition of goods 
to be imported from Ireland. In the preſent Union, the proviſions 
were very unequal, and in many caſes totally unjuſt : the daubing 
of a fign-painter might be called a picture, as well as the Transfigur- 
ation of Raphael ; and there was as great a difference between this 
Union with Ireland when compared with that of Scotland. Is 
that Union,” ſaid he, © where the manufaQurers of each country, 
who form one of its firſt and beſt ſources of wealth and induſtry in 
each; are perpetually at variance in point of intereſt, likely to con- 
tinue?“ Yet this would certainly be the caſe if theſe reſolutions 
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were adopted in their preſent ſtate. "The manufaQurers of this 
country had declared at the Bar of that Houſe, that if the reſolution 
permitting the export of wool paſſed, that inſtant their ruin would 
be ſigned and ſealed. The learned gentleman then adverted to the 
declaration made laſt night by an honourable Member (Mr. Peele), 
who was undoubtedly allowed on all hands to be an eminent judge on 
the ſubject, relative to another branch of the trade and manufaQures 
of this country. This was the cotton branch; and though he gavehim 
great credit and praiſe for the perſonal facrificc he was ready to make 
rather than impede a meaſure which he deemed for the welfare and 
good of his country, yet he could not forget his declaration, that the 
cotton branch would be injured by the Union in a very high degree. 
At the ſame time that he acknowledged the capital veſted in it to be 
as great, and its general importance of a magnitude equal to the 
woollen manufactures, in which the capital was eſtimated at upwards 
of twenty millions, the honourable Member alluded to had alſo ae- 
knowledged,. that 21 per cent. would not indemnity the trade ; and 
he, the learned Member himſelf, was clearly of opinion, that the 
adoption of the preſent meaſure muſt inevitably be attended with 
ruinous conſequences to the country. The next objeQion ſtarted 
by the learned gentleman was, the regulation of the corn laws, 
which he ſaid were teeming and replete with miſchief. Wherever 
famine had been felt, it was always found that the capital was fed 
whilſt the reſt of the country was ſtarving. Of this there had been 
a memorable but a dreadful- inſtance in Bengal, where the horrible 
ſcarcity brought on an inſurreQion, by which, added to the famine, 
the country was almoſt totally depopulated. In this caſe the whole 
of the proviſions, and of the rice in particular, was carried to Cal- 
eutta; and the poor Hindoos, who never touch, animal food, were 
left to die daily by thouſands. The ſame was the caſe in France 
previous to the Revolution. The learned gentleman then took a 
view of our Weſt-Indi: trade and poſſcſſions, and the preſent ſtate 
of both. At preſent the trade was ſecured to this country, becauſe 
of capital being in it. There was however, he obſerved, a Negro 
Government at this time exiſting in an iſland in that quarter, 
which, for fertility of ſoil, extent of circumference, and many other 
local advantages, far ex2ceded any other, and almoſt all the reſt put 
together, for the excellence and variety of its products. He thought' 
it would be highly impolitic and dangerons to give Ireland an op- 
portunity of carrving on a ſyſtem of trade with that country. In 
fort, the commercial arrangement appeared to him not to be made 
on any ſettled and fixed principle of liberal and equal Union, but 
merely protecting one ſet of manufaGurers againſt another, The 
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learned gentleman then adverted to the Peerage, which he thought 
was the moſt anomalous ſyſtem he had ever ſeen or heard of. He 
ridiculed the idea of a perſon being at one and the ſame time a Peer 
of the United Kingdom, and fitting alſo in the Houſe of Commons. 
He might do an act as a Member of the Houſe of Commons, for 
which he could not be tried by his Peers; but while in fad he 
was a Peer, he muſt be tried as a Commoner : whilſt he was a Peer 
only, he was entitled to his Peer's privileges ; but when he became 
a Commoner, though he was ſtill a Peer in fact, yet he was deprived 
of all his privileges as a Peer. He then aſked how they were to 
diſpenſe with the ſtanding orders of that Houſe? By one of thoſe, 
all Peers are interdicted from interference at elections. How then 
are theſe Iriſh Peers, when formed by creation into Peers of the 
whole United Kingdom, to be elected Members of the Houſe of 
Commons without interfering in ſuch elections? As the order now 
ſtood, it would be dangerous to couple them with any other candi- 
date, for the interference of a Peer actually ſet aſide and made void 
the election. They ſeemed therefore to be Peers and no Peers at 
the ſame moment; an anomaly which ſee med to him highly abſurd 
on the firſt bluſh of it. He then touched upon the Conſticution of 
the Houſe of Commons, and the conſequences to be apprehended 
from adding no leſs than one hundred Men bers to it from another 
kingdom. He particularly requeſted the attention of the Houſe to 
this circumſtance; and ſtrenuoufly contended, that a ſmall body 
acting with a larger, in circumſtances ſimilar to thoſe in which the 
two countries would be placed by the Union, unleſs they ſupport the 
meaſures of Government, could not poſſibly protect effectually thoſe 
by whom they were delegated to that ſituation. He wiſhed the 
Houſe to call to mind' the influence this might throw into the hands 
of the Crown, which he thought, with a late right honourable and 
illuſtrious friend of his now no more (Mr. Burke), had increaſed, 
was increaſing, and ought to be diminithed. He compared the pen- 
ſion liſts of the two countries. In this, it amounted to 1 20,0001: 3 
but in Ireland, beſides the civil liſt of 104,000). there was alſo a 
penſion liſt amounting to 110,000]. ; and all theſe, added to what 
was already at the diſpoſal of the Crown, made him dread throwing 
any farther weight into a ſcale which, in his opinion, preponderated 
too much to the fide of influence already. The learned Member 
alſo expreſſed his apprehenſions for the order of the Houſe, even 
under the good government and authority of ſv excellent a Chair 
man as the preſent Speaker ; hinted at a recent and other duels, 
which were too common ; and viewed the whole addition of Mem- 
bers from that country as contrary to the principles of the Conſt 
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tution of this Houſe of Commons, which had wiſely limited its 
number to 558, as the beſt adapted for all Parliamentary purpoſes, 
and particularly for a deliberative afſembly. The learned gentle- 
man then took an extenſive view of the ſtate of the Iriſh Parliament 
at the time it conſented to the Union; which, he ſaid, rendered it 
unfit to be the organ of the wiſhes of the people. He had the au- 
thority of the great Stateſman to whom he had formerly alluded 
Mr. Burke), for ſaying that it was not ſuch ſome years ago. I 
ſaw him,” faid he, „on his death-bed, where he lay with calm- 
neſs, compoſure, and reſignation, talking with earneſtneſs upon the 
ſtate of his native country. His affairs being long ſince made up 
with his God, he was intereſted only in the future happineſs of his 
fellow-men. He lamented the unfortunate circumſtances of Ire- 
land, and the degraded ſtate of her Parliament. Having pointed 
out the evils to which that might give riſe, he gave me a confiden- 
tial meſſage to a noble Lord who had borne a high official ſituation 
in Ireland, to perſevere in his laudable exertions. The meſſage I 
delivered, but I never ſaw him more to tell him the anſwer which 
was returned,” Dr. Laurence then ſaid, he would only for a few 


minutes longer take up the time of the Houſe. He ſpoke the true, 


genuine, unbiaſed ſentiments of his heart. The meaſure could be 
productive of no poſſible advantage to this country ; but would 
ipread diſcontent, diſtraction, - and diviſion throughout Ireland. 
He heartily prayed Almighty God that it might never paſs! but 
if it ſhould unfortunately be adopted, he would as heartily pray, 
that that Being, who, at the beginning of all things, called order 
from confuſion, harmony from diſcord, and light out of darkneſs, 


who, from jarring elements created the fair fabric of the Univerſe 


we now behold, would avert the evils which the Union was likely 


to bring down upon the Britiſh Empire, and turn to its proſperity 
what was calculated for its ruin 


Mr. PEELE, thinking himſelf alluded to by the laſt learned 


gentleman, roſe to ſtate, by way of explanation, that in the year 
1785, when he was examined on the ſubje& of the Iriſh propoſi- 
tions, he had given it as his opinion, that a protecting duty of ten 
per cent. was neceſſary to England on account of the cottons ; but 
that the changes ſince that time, by the proteQing duties on the 


other ſide of the water, had operated to the amount of fifty per cent. 


in favour of Ireland. Notwithſtanding all the diſadvantages which 


he and others were likely to experience, he thought it his * 10 


ſupport the Union. . 
Mr. MORRITT vindicated the conduct of the Miniſtry on the 


preſent occaſiyn. The learned gentleman (Dr. Laurence) had 
Vor. XI. 3 R 
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uſed his utmoſt endeavours to diſſuade the Houſe from the mez. 
ſure ; but all the arguments which he had advanced tended only to 
corroborate more ſtrongly the neceſſity and wiſdom of the Union, 
Although the learned gentleman had dwelt as forcibly as he could on 
the Scotch Union as analogous to the preſent caſe, yet he had no 
heſitation in ſaying, that a reference to the Scotch Union operated in 
favour of the meaſure now before them. The Scotch Union, it 
was well known, experienced much oppoſition when firſt propoſed; 
but all the objections were obviated ; and thoſe who had been reviled 
on the occaſion, had the ſatisfaction of living to receive the thanks 
of their countrymen for ſuch proofs of uncommon ſagacity. Sir 
John Paekington, a vehement ſpeaker againſt the Scotch Union, in. 
ſiſted, that it was a political marriage againſt the conſent of the 
. people, and that it would be attended with manifold evils. By 
whom were theſe arguments oppoſed ? By ſome of the ableſt men 
of the time—by Somers and Halifax, who for a ſhort time 
were exceedingly unpopular, but who ſoon ſurmounted every diff. 
* culty. The Union at that time was warmly ſupported. As to the 
obſervation of the learned gentleman, that the Iriſh Parliament wa 
now under the controul of the military, conſequently not a free 
Parliament, by a recurrence to our hiſtory it would be found, that 
if the Conſtitution, through the medium of Parliament, could not 
be preſerved without calling in the aid of the military, ſuch an ei- 
pedient was wiſe and ſalutary. On the ſubjeQ of Union, what was 
the opinion of the beſt informed ? They felt as Engliſhmen for 
the empire at large, and therefore were emulous in its adoption, 
Are the majority of the people of England in favour of the meaſure! 
All thoſe who had the real intereſt and happineſs of both countries 
at heart were warm advocates for it ; and if any event could con- 
firm their opinion in favour of the meaſure, it was that of the Union 
with Scotland, Lord Bclhaven had then propheſied the greatel 
diſaſters to all deſcriptions of men to the landed gentleman; to the 
merchant, to the tradeſman, &c. &c. ; but the experiment of a 
century had proved that all his Lordſhip's PO were totally 
void of foundation. 

The Honourable DUDLEY RYDER aid, that from the ex 
tenſive view which the learned gentleman (Dr. Laurence) had ab 
of the ſubject, and from the enlarged detail into which he entered, 
he felt himſelf unable to follow him through ſo wide a field. He 
would not imitate him either in the length of time which he took 
up, and which he claimed no doubt as a debt due to his charat 
ter, learning, and talents. As well as he could conceive, the whole 


of his argument was direQed to prove that the Union with Irclaol 
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NS. ; 

5 vas not a perfect Union. This, he (Mr. Ryder) ſaid, was ad- 
an mitted; and it was lamented in this early ſtage, that it cou'd not 
8 attain that degree of perfection which was ſincerely wiſhed it could, 
5 and which in its future progreſs it would. The queſtion chiefly 
& was, Whether theſe imperteQions were to be put in compariſon 
in with the henefits that would reſult from ſuch a connection, and 
* whether they were ſuch as would impede our progreſs towards that 
1. object ? The learned gentleman's firſt objectiun was, the incom- 
leg patibility of an Union from commerce. On that point we might 
ks fairly conclude, that that grievance was not great, nor univerſally 
Si felt, from the little oppoſition it met with here, and that in one re- 
*: ſpect only, namely, the woollen branch of trade; and alſo from the 
the little oppoſition it met with in Ireland. Another objection was 
B made to the confliting intereſts of the two kingdoms, that would 
* meet in one Imperial Parliament, out of which would ariſe a con- 
* fiderable degree of ſtrife from diſtin and contending intereſts. It 
. vas juſt ſo now, he would obſerve; for there were diſtinct intereſts 
the exiſting at preſent between the manufacturers of wool and growers 
Wy of it—the latter contending for the benefits ariſing from exporting, 


fee and the former from the privilege and profits of keeping it for the 
manufactures at home, The remedy for contending intereſt was 


that Sr ; 

* an imperial and ſuperintending Legiſlature to reconcile and adjuſt 
- thoſe differences. On any danger reſulting from a Negro Empire 
*. in the Weſt Indies, the learned gentleman would ſee that danger as 


* great now, as then in the caſe of the Union, becauſe the intercourſe 
was the ſame ; but he (Dr. Laurence) would ſee that an United 


* Parliament could more effect ually controul that intercourſe, and 
we prevent the evils at which he expreſſed his alarm, The article of 
r. finance was a regulation of neceſſity; on this it would be enough to 
oy ſay, that the difference was more likely to increaſe when the king- 
* doms were ſeparate and diſtin, than when united: on the details 
1 he would not follow the learned gentleman ; but from the acquieſ- 


4 cence.of the two Parliaments, he would infer a fair preſumption, 
that this article ſtood upon a good footing. Mr Ryder continued 


all | g 

, his obſervations on the leading and prominent parts of the learned 
oy. DoRor's ſpeech, adverting more particularly to what he termed an 
ken anomaly, on Iriſh Peers in the new arrangement having ſeats in 

the Huuſe of C 1 

* vuſe of Commons. The learned gentleman ſhould recollect,, 
He that forty or fifty of that order were reſidents of this kingdom, ſome 
took of whom had no intereſt in Ireland whatever, and ſome had only 
7” Iriſh titles conferred upon them for their meritorious ſcrvices to 


hole their country. He (Mr. Ryder) thought it would be unreaſonable 
Jand to convert the favours they had _— into an incapacity to fit in 
3R 2. 


492 PARLIAMENTARY [Commons, 


the Legiſlature of the Country. The Scotch Peers, it was alſo to 
be remembered, were not Members of Parliament at the time of the 
Scotch Union, and all had the chance of repreſenting the Scotch 
Pecrage. Whatever anomalies may, on the face of the plan, pre- 
ſent themſelves at firſt view, it will be the duty of the Imperial 
Parliament to bring nearer and nearer to regularity thoſe inequali- 
ties, and to reduce them finally into one conſiſtent and regular 
whole. On the numbers that vacated their ſeats, whatever may be 
ſaid, he thought it was a period when the abilities of men ſhould be 
called in to aſſiſt the Councils of their Country; and ſuch as were 
wanted for the more active employments were of neceſſity called off, 
and obliged to vacate thoſe ſeats at the time when their ſervices 
could be made more efficient. On the whole of the objections he 
would juſt remark, that they were ſuch as were not attended with 
any practical inconvenience, and therefore he hoped they would not 
ftand in the way of the proceeding, or occaſion any farther delay, 
„We have before us,” ſaid he, © the favourable concurrence of 
circumſtances, and the united efforts of the two Parliaments on this 
Important buſineſs: we cannot relinquiſh it, unleſs we wiſh to 
throw back the veſſel on the waves when ſhe is ſafely coming into 
port; and if the benefits which now redound to a neighbouring 
kingdom, from the riſk made in her favour a century ago, are the 
reſult of ſuch a riſk, I do not ſee but Ireland will in future have 
to look back with ſatisfaction to this Union, and contider it as one 
of the greateſt of bleſſings that could be conferred upon her for the 
benefit of the whole.“ 
Mr. BANKS aid, it was putting the queſtion to the faireſt ifſue 
poſſible, to determine whether it would be for the advantage of the 
empire to decline thoſe propoſitions, or to accept them with all their 
imperfections on their heads; for that they had many and great 
imperfections could not reaſonably be denied. The incidental 
queſtions reſpectipg Commerce, Revenue, and Repreſentation, were 
in themſclves, no doubt, of conſiderable magnitude; but at the 
ſame time of ſmall moment, when compared with thoſe reſpective 
ſituations which made it improper for Ireland to coaleſce with vs, 
and for us to coaleſce with Ireland. That country was inhabited 
by two diſtinct clafſes of people, hating and hated by each other. 
There prevailed amongſt them a want of cultivation, a degraded 
peaſantry, a frequency of horrid murders, and ſcenes of confuſion, 
diſorder, and rebellion. We ſhould, in his opinion, have ſume 
ſecurity to be free from the unfortunate eauſe of thoſe calamities, 
before we made one cauſe with them. ; The maſs of the people of 
that country had claims which they would never forget, upen ever! 
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- acre of land forfeited by the revolts and frequent rebellions of their 


anceſtors. For many years paſt, the rigour of the laws againſt the 
Roman Catholics were gradually relaxed, without producing any 
ſenſible or praQical effects upon their diſpoſition. In fact, fo much 
had the coercive fyſtem ſubſided for a conſiderable time, that the 
Roman Catholics were already in poſſeſſion of every privilege they 
had to claim, except theright of fitting in Parliament, and an ex- 


cluſion from certain conſiderable offices in the State, not more in 


number than from thirty to forty. From their general ſituation in 
life, the privilege of fitting in Parliament could be of no great con- 
ſequence to the bulk of the Roman Catholics ; but in the hands of 
crafty and deſigning men, it always offered the means of ſtirring 
them up to ſedition ; and unhappily theſe means had ſeldom been 
employed in vain. It was not his buſineſs now to give any opinion 
on the methods which might more properly be employed, if indeed 
any could be effectual, to conciliate theſe people; but what they 


called emancipation, was an indulgence which he could by no 


means recommend. Before we ſhould be called upen to unite 
ourſelves with Ireland, it would be highly neceſſary for that king- 
dom to put itſelf in a ſtate of internal tranquillity ; but when the 
propoſitions were returned to us, it did not appear that the Iriſh 
Parliament had taken any ſteps for that purpoſe. The Iriſh Mem- 
bers wouid come here, in the firſt inſtance, on terms of equality in 
point of qualifications, and every other reſpect, as the repreſentatives 
of Great Britain; and would take the uſuat oaths of allegiance 
and abjuration, which muſt operate as an excluſion of Roman Ca- 
tholic Members. So far no advantage was granted to that deſcrip- 
tion of perſons ; nor did he ſee how the ſcheme. could tend to re- 
move the fears which the Iriſh Proteſtants were known to entertain 
of their Roman Catholic brethren. But it was ſtated, that the 
Union would promote the commerce and agriculture of the country, 
and by that means materially improve the condition of the people. 
If this was a benefit, he would aſk, did the Roman Catholics aſk 
it, or were they even willing to receive it when voluntarily of- 
fered? There was no manifeſtation of any ſuch diſpoſition on 
their part, nor did the majority of them look to any thing ſo much 
as the revival of their old pretenſions. It was in vain to judge by 
a momentary calm. Never, from the days when the Roman peo- 
ple retired to the ſacred mountain, to the time when the Irith Vo- 
lunteers muſtered their force in Dublin, was it proved by any tran- 
quil ſuſpenſion, that the maſs of the people was not always ready to 
advance and renew its claims whenever an opportunity offered. 
| Every thing proved that they were a very dangerous ſet ; at pre- 
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ſent our intercourſe with them was only a ſlight one; but by a Le. 
giſlative Union we ſhould commit ourſelves altogether, and could 
not perhaps afterwards get rid of them. To put the queſtion in 
its true point of view, he would aſk, what was the grievance of 
which Ireland had fo long complained ? The anſwer was, that it 
complained of having a Parliament which was always acted upon 
by an Engliſh faction. Surely then it would be no remedy for 
fuch a grievance to put that nation under the immediate control of 
that very faction whoſe influence it deprecated, A noble Lord, 
whoſe talents, firmneſs, and eluquence had made him the object 
of juſt applauſe and admiration (he meant the Lord Chancellor of 
Ireland), had delivered a very memorable ſpeech upon the ſubject, 
in which he did not diſguiſe his diſguſt, and expreſſed ſomething 
bordering on a great contempt of the proceedings of the Iriſh Par. 
Jliament. That Parliament, his Lordſhip faid, could offer no gua- 
rantee for the ſecurity of the State; and he inſtanced the Regency 
to ſhew how little fafcty there was in a Legiſlature ſo conſtructed, 
In faQ, the jealouſy of that Parliament had been ſtrongly exhi- 
bited in what was called the final arrangement of 1782 : it brake 
out again in the Iriſh propoſitions in 1785, and became more ma- 
nifeſt in the queſtion of the Regency, when the empire was liable 
to be placed in the anomalous fituation of having a Regent of both 
kingdoms, under limitations in the one, and totally unlimited as to 
the other. That, however, was a very fingular caſe, and, had the 
Great Seal been put-to the Bill in this country, might have ſoon 
been accommodated. But a more ferious difficulty by far aroſe two 
years ago, fomented in the commencement by the political opinions 
of deſigning men, diffuſing itſelf ſoon after over the whole maſs of 
the people, and finally terminating in a religious war. It was true 
that very few men of -any property took any part in favour of that 
unfortunate rebellion ; and it was but juſtice to acknowledge that 
fo far from its being aſſiſted by the reſpectable Roman Catholics, 
many pikes fell from the hands of the rebels by the fire of the mi- 
litia and yeomanry of that perſuaſion. But, viewing the cauſe and 
origin of that rebellion in all its bearings, he wauld aſk, whether, if 
this Union had been in force at that time, it would have prevented 
it? Would it afford us any ſecurity, that if the French could 
land (of which there was little probability) a conſiderable force in 
that country, they would not be joined by thoſe very men who had 
availed themſelves of that lenity which the Government had, in 
his opinion, very properly extended to them? In ſuch a conjunc- 


ture there could be little doubt but their inveterate hatred to the 


Engliſh would ſhew itſclf afreſh. That they were decidedly hob 
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tile to this Union, he had the authority of their own deteſtable or- 
gan, the Committee fitting in Dublin, which declared, that they 
would be contented with no terms that could be held out to them 
by an Union, and that they would oppoſe it, even at the expence of 
that emancipation which they ſo ſtrenuouſly and violently contended 
for. The profeſſed object of the meaſure was, to oppoſe this 
maſſy buckler of Union to any attempt at invaſion during the pre- 
ſent war; but he did not ſee how he could effect that object, when 
it was found incapable of tranquillizing the Proteſtants. So far 
from concentrating the property of Ireland, it ſerved only to di- 
vide the good friends of the Conſtitution : it rendered the lower 
claſſes of the Catholics more diſaffected, if poſſible, than they 
were before, and relaxed the 7eal which the Proteſtants felt for the 
exiſting Government, though he did not mean to infinuate that it 
would by any means induce them to adopt the principles of thoſe 
who were diſpoſed towards rebellion. From all theſe-conſiderations 
it was evident, that we could not bring into this Union the phyfical 
force of Ireland ; on the contrary, that force would become more 
dangerous after the local Parliament ſhould be transferred. In 
their own Parliament the Roman Catholics always had partizans 
who were ready to bring forward meaſures in their favour, and 
they might have reſted content with the expeQation of the reſult to 
be produced. In this country they knew that there were perſons of 
great political eminence who did not think it right that Ireland 
ſhould be governed by the Proteſtant aſcendancy, which was ſo in- 
ferior in point of population; and ſhould any change bring thoſe 
men into power, it might not be deemed impoſſible that Ireland 
may yet be governed by a Roman Catholic Parliament. Under 
the preſent arrangement, the maſs of the Roman Catholics had no- 
thing to expect, though every excluſion ſhould be removed by the 
United Parliament. A few Roman Catholic Gentlemen fitting in 
that Houſe, or even the whole body of one hundred Iriſh Repre- 
ſentatives, wouid make no change in the regular eſtabliſhment ; 
and therefore the Roman Catholics, conſtituting the phyſical force 
of Ireland, could have no chance in future of accompliſhing their 
views but by a total ſeparation, This was the ſtrong ground upon 
which he reſted his oppoſition. 

Colonel WOOD obſerved, that the whole of the arguments 
uſed againſt the Union by the honourable gentleman (Mr. Banks) 
who ſpoke laſt were more againſt the detail, than to the expediency 
and neceſſity of the meaſure; and as an honourable and learned 


| gentleman had already occupied ſo great a portion of the time of the 


Houſe, it was with reluctanes that he claimed their attention. The 
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meaſure itſelf he believed to be the only one which, under all cir. 


cumſtances, could fave Ireland; and as ſuch it ſhould have his 


hearty concurrence : notwithſtanding he was ready to admit that 
there appeared to him to be very great objections to two of the 
articles, which he had hopes might have been altered, without any 
danger to the union of the Legiſlatures of the two countries. 

He was againſt permitting wool to be exported to Ireland till 
ſuch time as we had a greater quantity than could be manufactured 
by our own people, which at preſent, he believed, was not the caſe, 
He was alſo hoſtile to that article which gave an unlimited right of 
admiſſion to ſeats in the Houſe of Commons to Peers of Ireland, 
as being one of the moſt dangerous innovations upon the Conſtitu- 


tion of this country which could have been deviſed; and although 


no other Member of this Houſe had adverted to this ſubjeR, yet he 
was confident that it would add more to corruption and influence 
than any one of thoſe meaſures of which other honourable members 


had been ſo jealous. 


At preſent the Peerage have by far too much influence on the 
repreſentation of the people ; and in a few years after this meaſure 
takes place, he was apprehenſive that the popular part of the Con- 


ſtitution, which was the heart and main ſpring of the whole ma- 


chine, would be totally deſtroyed. 

The Colonel obſerved, that he would much ſooner have ſeen 2 
complete incorporation of the Peers of the three countries, which 
would have done away national prejudices and diſtinctions, but 
which he feared by the preſent plan muſt be perpetuated, and by 
this means there would have been a Houſe of Peers, as well as a 
Houſe of Commons of Great Britain and Ireland, in place of Peers 
of Britain, Peers of Scotland, and Peers of Ireland, but not one 
fingle Peer of the United Kingdoms. 

As for the objection, the only one ever mentioned, that the num- 
ber would have. been too great for deliberation, when compared 
with the very eſſence and ſafety of our Conſtitution, it really ap- 
peared to him frivolous and ridiculous. * 
he truth is, although not avowed, the meaſure is one of influ- 
ence and of corruption, and equally unneceſſary as it is dangerous. 

Much had been ſaid reſpecting the independence of Parliament, 
and the increaſing influence of the Crown; and he ſaw in the vali 
increaſe of all our eftabliſhments a great additional influence cre- 
ated, although he doubted that this had ever been improperly em- 
ployed. | | 

Gentlemen ſeemed to confound the influence of the Crown with 


the influence of the Miniſter ; but he thought that at preſent the 
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were two ſeparate and diſtin things: the abſolute power of the Mi- 
niſter, he conceived to be owing as much to the friends of the ho- 
nourable gentleman (Mr. Grey), as to the Miniſter's own ſuperior 
talents. From that inſtant, when it became evident that for the 
purpoſe of removing a Miniſter the ſafety of the country and 
every thing valuable or worth preſerving would be riſked, from 
that time the nation loſt all confidence in men of ſuch dangerous 
principles. 

This he conceived to be an evil very much to be regretted ; 
28s, however highly he might think of the preſent Miniſter, 
yet the country could never be ſo ſafe as under the vigilant eye of a 
great and reſpectable Oppoſition. 

The Colonel ſaid, that although in thoſe two inſtances he diſ- 
approved of parts of the meaſure, y-t, were thoſe objections much 
more important than what they are, they ought not to come in 
competition with the ſafety and independence of the two countries. 

During theſe laſt twenty years we had been engaged in two moſt 
ſerious conteſts, in which, ſo far from our having derived from 
Ireland that degree of aſſiſtance which from the population and re- 
fources we had a right to expect, we had been compelled to employ 
great part of our force for the internal as well as external ſecurity 
of Ireland herſelf, thereby materially weakening our exertions 
againſt the common enemy. During this period Ireland has been 
in an almoſt uninterrupted ſtate of diſorder and rebellion diſgraceful 
to any civilized country. 

By the Union he expected that not only the ſtrength of the two 
countries would be concentrated, but religious feuds and diſtinctions 
be done away; and in the courſe of a few years, with the ſupport 
and aſſiſtance of Britiſh capital, Ireland would attain that degree of 
proſperity and happineſs which otherwiſe ages would not have been 
able to effect. He looked forward to an early period, when, 
through the wiſdom of the United Legiſlatures, political as well as 
religious liberty may be ſafely extended to Catholics, which, under 
two diſtinct and ſeparate Legiſlatures, cannot be admitted without 
imminent danger to our own Conſtitution. 

Sir RICHARD CARR GLYNN faid, that he ſhould not 
have offered himſelf to the notice of the Houſe on this great political 
queſtion, were he not anxious to_congratulate the Houſe and the 
Engliſh Nation, that the time was at length arrived when we might 
entertain the hope that the Britiſh Iſlands would be united into one 
kingdom: „ This meaſure will undoubtedly give to England great 
additional weight and importance in the ſcale of Europe ; and at a 


time when the nations and people of Europe were threatened, and 
. 38 


1 
1 


* A * * 2 * * +» A 
as. RED —— 8 2 


44 the 
—— 


« * renn, + 
SM rot n R 


A AD _-" 
PR_—_ = SD 


408 PARLIAMENTARY 


more than threatened, with the ſubverſion of their governments, it 
will maintain to the Britiſh empire additional ſtability to its go. 
vernment, and additional iecurity to the people and to their property, 
and it will remove Ireland from the ſituation in which ſhe praQi- 
cally ſtands as a colony to Exgland. 

Ireland has indeed an independent Legiſlature, but the Great 


[Commong. 


| Seal of England in the hands of an Engliſh Chancellor is necef- 


ſary to complete its acts of legiſlation ; Ireland is governed by 
an Executive, which is under the direction of the Britiſh Muſter 
here, who is not reiponſible to the Iriſh Parliament for his mea- 
ſures ; Ireland em look to the ſucceſtion to the Crown only accord. 
ing to the legiflative rule laid down by the Britiſh Parliament, 
The King of England muſt be King of Ireland. Ireland, in 
ſhort, is independent only in fogm—in praClice bearing every mark 
of colonial dependency. 

In ſuch a ſtate as this, in ſuch a ſtate of colonial dependency, 
the danger of ſeparation between the two countries is great: Ire. 
land, increaling in wealth, population, commerce, and in power, will 
naturally look to an entire ſeparation from this country ; the dan— 
ger of ſuch a meaſure is increaſing ; and nothing but an Incorpo- 
rating Union can prevent it. On theſe grounds I have thought it 
my duty to ſupport this meaſure, and to vote in favour of every 
queſtion which relatcd to it, becauſe I am convinced, whenever this 
country ſhall be again engaged in another war, whenever it ſhall be 
preſſed with political difficulties, Ireland with a ſeparate Legiſlature 
will look to and attempt an entire ſeparation from this country. 

« As to the terms of the Union, they appear to me to be 
founded on the liberal and broad baſis of mutual ability; the debt 
of Great Britain is to remain ſeparate and diſtin from that of 
Ireland. As to the relative contribution of the countries, it is 
agreed they ſhould be in the proportion of ſeven and a half to one, 
founded on calculations of the commercial ability and internal con- 
ſumption of the two countries; the former eſtimated by the annual 
averige amount of the imports and exports, the latter by the 
amount of certain exciſed articles of both countries. 

« As to the commercial terms, they are founded on the broad 
principles which do honour to the liberality of this country; 
freedom of export is allowed : as the Britiſh merchant and manu- 
facturer bears unequal burdens on account of the heavy weight of 
taxation, countervailing dutics are neceſſary; he truſted thoſe du- 
ties would be adequate to their pur oſe: foreign produce paſſing 
through cither country is to be admitted as if imported direct) 
from the place of its growth and manufacture. 
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« As to the Repreſentation, it is to be calculated according to 
the wealth and population of both countries ; not according to the 
population alone, nor according to the wealth alone, but according 
to the financial ability and population combined, becauſe the power, 
the ſtrength, and the ability to maintain the independence of a 
country depends on its wealth and on its population united. The 
ſuperficial contents of Great Britain relative to Ireland is three and 
a half to one: the population of Great Britain is ten millions and 
a half; that of Ircland upwards of three millions, which is three 
and a half to one : ſeven and a half to one of wealth, and three 
and a half to one of population, united, makes a proportion of 
eleven to two, which is nearly the proportion of the Repreſenta- 
tion; for, 100 Iriſh Members added to 558 Members of this 
Houſe, is nearly in the proportion of eleven to two. 

« Of the 100 Iriſh Members, 64 will repreſent counties; I 
rejoice that the popular and independent part of the repreſentation is 
to be retained to a man, the remaining one-third will be ſent from 
the populous and moſt commercial towns of the kingdom; thoſe 
ſmall boroughs which were under the infln-nce of great men, are to 
be annibilated as to repreſentation. With ſuch a repreſentation 
as this, I do not fear any great change in the Contiitution of this 
country. Thie Government will remain, as it no is, the, beſt 
poiſed Government in the wor:d, with the moſt equal diſtribution 
of power and influence. 

Sir WILLIAM Y OUNG ſaid, that he was principally induced 
to ri«e to teſtify his diſapprobation of ſome principles which had 
been fo broadly ſtated by an honuurable gentleman (Mr. Banks), 
that he conecived it to be his duty to advert to them. He ſaid, 
that that honourable gentleman ſecmed to conſider the Triſh as fo 
baſe that we ought not to have any cloſer conneRion with them 
than we have at preſent. This he conceived to be a mean and in- 
jurious aſſertion, and at the ſame time a falſe concluſion deduced 
from it. The general intereſts of the commonwealth ought to be 
attended to, in preference to all partial conſiderations of the cha- 
racter of ſome part of the people of Ireland; and if their own Par- 
liament were ſo contemptible as the honourable gentleman repre- 
ſented them, ſo inadequate to ſecure the tranquillity of the king- 
dom, and to repreſs the turbulent ſpirit of the people, this very cir- 
cumſtance made the Legiſlative Union with Great Britain the more 
neceſſary. As to the anomaly which the honourable gentleman aſ- 
ſerted it would make in our Parliament, to introduce into it one 
hundred Members, who would often vote on ſubjects with which, as 
they only related to this country, they would have nothing to do; 
38 2 
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he argued that it would be no anomaly, as there was- an exactly fimi. 
lar caſe in the Scotch Members voting on Engliſh Militia Bills, and 
on the Engliſh Teſt and Corporation Acts. He aſſerted, that there 
was no hatred between the Engliſh and Iriſh, as the honourable 
gentleman had ſtated : that England had always diſplayed the 
greateſt zeal for the intereſts and happineſs of Ireland ; and on the 
part of the Iriſh it was certainly no evidence of hatred, that when 
this country was threatened with invaſion, the Iriſh Militia volun- 
teered their ſervices for its defence. He did not believe that the 
Iriſh Catholics were generally adverſe to the Union. On the con- 
trary, he ſtated, on the authority of-one of themſelves, Lord Ken- 
mare, a nobleman of the greateſt virtue and patriotiſm, that the moſt 
reſpeQable clafſes of them were inclined in its favour, The honour- 
able Baronet concluded with ſtating, that the two kingdoms were 
already united ; and that the queſtion now was, whether we ſhould 
unite them farther, ſo as to conſolidate the ſtrength and ſecure the 
proſperity of both ? 

Mr. BANKS explained, that the expreſſion which he had uſed, 
« Hated and hating each other,” was not applied, as the honourable 
Baronet ſeemed to conſider, to the Engliſh and Iriſh, but to the 
Proteſtants and Catholics in Ireland. He thought it right to ſtate 
this, that no ſuch miſconception might go abroad into the country of 
what he had ſaid. 

Mr. NICH OL ſaid, that the diſcontents of Ireland did not 
ariſe from religious diſputes, but from rights refuſed, and from op- 
preſſion continued. Theſe it was that made the Catholics to be 
conſidered as dangerous ſubjects. When they, large as their num- 
ber might be underſtood to be, became a minority of the whole 
Empire, it would then be ſafe to grant them every poſſible indul- 
gence. They could not be inclined to ſeek for emancipation by 
force,-when they ſaw it was readily to be had from the good ſenſe 
of the United Parliament. He even truſted, that the wiſdom of 
that Parliament would ſee the neceſſity of putting an end to all reli- 
gious diſtinctions throughout the Empire. He looked on all delay, 
in this inſtance, to be ſo dangerous, that he would not ſtop for the 
purpoſe of minute inquiry. He went on the maxim Salus populi 
Juprema eſt lex. He did not wiſh to ſee the Iriſh Borough- Mongers 
achieve a victory over the Executive Government of both countries. 
He ſaw but little danger in the meaſure, and nothing but what 
was greatly overweighed by the probable good. He ſhould there- 
fore only ſay, Quad felix fauſtumgue fit. 

The Houſe then divided on the queſtion for the ſecond reading 
of the reſolutions —Ayes, 208; Noes, 26. 
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The three firſt reſolutions were then paſſed, and the diſcuſſion 
of the fourth was poſtponed. 
Adjourned, at twelve o'clock, to Monday. 


— 


— 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Monday, May 5. 


The order of the day being read, for their Lordſhips to go into a 
Committee on His Majeſty's meſſage, and the propoſed articles for 
an Union with Ireland, | : 

Lord GREN VILLE roſe and ſtated, that, purſuant to his notice 
of laſt Friday, he would then propoſe to the conſideration of the 
Committee the three remaining articles, namely, the fifth, ſixth, 
and eighth. His Lordſhip then, after a few pretatory obſervations, 
moved the firſt article, which relates to an Union of the National 
Churches of the two kingdoms. In this ſome verbal amendments 
were propoſed by his Lordſhip, which rendered the article ſtronger 
and more concluſive than as originally dictated. The article, as 
amended, was then agrecd to by the Committee, nem. di}. 

His Lordſhip next proceeded to move the fixth or commercial 
article, reſpecting a proviſion of which counſel and evidence had been 
recently heard at the Bar. He obſerved, that the object of the 
article was, to equalize, as nearly as the nature of local and peculiar 
circumſtances would admit, the commercial advantages of the two 
countries, With reſpect to the proviſion in the atticle which re- 
lated to the importation of wool, he was fully aware of the import- 
ance of the woollen manufacture to Great Britain ; but the argu- 
ments offered in behalf of the petitioners at the Bar, as well as the 
evidence itſelf, he was free to ſay, made no ſerious impreſſions on 
his mind, which was decidedly made up on the ſubject. He would 
not here deſcant upon the ſingular policy which at firſt eftabliſhed 

the monopolies in favour of the woollen manufacture of this king- 
dom; but its effects at preſent went to the impoſing a tax upon the 
land- owners for the benefit of the foreign markets. The commer- 
cial intercourſe of the countries, unreſtrained in every other parti- 
cular, ſhould not be kept diſtinct in this. He ridiculed the appre- 
henſion of the manufacturers, in ſuppoſing a ſcarcity could be 
brought about by the permiſſion to export wool to Ireland. No 
alarm need be entertained on that head—the ſcarcity now exiſting 
(if any) was to be attributed to what the petitioners themſelves 
ſtated, the great increaſe of late years in the manufacture; and this 
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was to him a gratifying inſtead of an alarming conſideration. The in. 
creaſed exportation within the two laſt years was alſoa natural cauſe 
of icarcity. With the great advantage poſſeſſed by England, of im. 
menſe capital, the number and extent of the manufaQures, and the 
ſuperior ſkill and induſtry of her artizans, no ſerious rivalry was to 
be apprehended from Ireland. The idea alſo, that the increaſe of 
incloſures could be injurious to the produce of wool, was, he oh. 
ſerved, abſurd in the extreme. Great quantities of paſture land 
were notoriouſly obtained by them, and three-fourths of thoſe were 
eonfeſſedly for the feeding of ſheep. No arguments, in his mind, 
had been offered to prove the advantages that Ireland would gain 


by the arrangement, which did not prove that thoſe of England 


would be at the ſame time increaſed. Much had been faid of the 
cheapneſs of labour in Ireland, as a circymſtance in favour of Iriſh 
competition : it was, however, decidedly the reverſe; the low price 
of labour there was the natural reſult of the very inferior ſtate of 
her manufactures : let thoſe be ameliorated, and the price of la- 
bour would rife proportionably high; and fo progreſſively ſhould 
the manufactories even equal theſe of England: added to this, the 
ſame arguments would now directly apply to any other country in 
Europe where labour was remarkably cheap. He had no fear of 
Ireland being able to wreſt the pre-eminerice in woollen manufac- 
ture from England ; but as the wealth of the former increaſed under 
the benign auſpices of Union, ſo would the intereſt of England be 
in a like degree promoted; this great conſideration would equally 
apply to the proviſions of the whole article : and as the entire pro- 
viſions had tacitly at leaſt met the concurrence of the trading in- 
tereſt of this kingdom, with the ſolitary exception of ſome woollen 
manufacturers, he muſt aſſert, that a ſyſtem of equal benefit and 
reciprocal commercial advantages were allowed to pervade the 
whole. His Lordſhip then moved the fixth reſolution ; and the 
chairman (Lord Walſingham) proceeded to read the ſame ; but 
when he arrived at that proviſion relative to the exportation of wool, 

Earl FITZWILLIAM roſe, and ſtarted his objections to the 
proviſion. He reminded their Lordſhips, that the advantages given 
to the dealer in wooland manufacturers of clathsjn this country, were 
not matters of novelty ; but that it had been the policy of the Le- 
giſlature for centuries to ſecure them to that deſcription of men ; and 
under thoſe advantages the ſtaple manufacture of Great Britain had 
waxed ſtrong till it arrived at its preſent flouriſhing ſtate, and might 
be ſaid to be entitled to claim the merit of being the great ſource of 
the wealth and ſupport of the power of this country. He denied 
that Great Britain and Ireland ſtood, in regard to manufactures 
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and commerce, in a relative ſituation, ſufficiently equal and ſimilar 
to fit them for a perfect Union. After the Union ſhould paſs, 
manufacturers in Ireland would have great and material advantages 
over the manufaQurers of Great Britain. Here, the manufactur- 
ers would have to carry on their manufactures under the weight of 
enormous taxes: In Ireland, the taxes were by no means ſo great. 
The engagements, therefore, under which the two countries ſtood, 
would be extremely different indeed. In the courſe of the exami- 
nation of the witneſſes, an endeavour had been made to trace the 
local proſperity of the woollen manufaQure to the cheapneſs of 
fuel: but the direct contrary had been eſtabliſhed 5; becauſe it had 
been proved, that in that part of the Weſt Riding of Yorkſhire 
where fuel was higheſt in price, the manufacture had flouriſhed 
moſt. The reaſon was, that water was a more effectual means of 
working the machines uſed in the manufacture than fuel; and 
every man who had been in Ireland knew that in that reſpect ſhe 
muſt have greatly the advantage, as ſhe had abundantly more 
ſtreams fit for te working of mills of all deſcriptions than England 
could boaſt. After dwell.ngonthe importance of theteftimony of Mr. 
Jenkins, and of Mr. Shepton Mallet, in regard to what he had ſeen 
of the manufactures in Ireland, and alſo what he heard of the ſpecu- 
lations of the manufacturers in that country, his Lordſhip moved 
an amendment, to continue the export of wool and woollen manu- 
facture to Ireland under the preſent duties. 

Lord AUCK LAND roſe to call the attention of the Committee 
to the full conſideration of all that concerned the manufacture of 
wool and its export to Ireland ; and his Lordſhip faid he flattered 
himſelf it would not be thought that he took too much upon him- 


ſelf when he did ſo ; becauſe, in conſequence of the ſhare he had 


taken in regard to the commercial propoſitions in 1785, his reſi- 
dence in Ireland in an official capacity, the occaſion he had very 
particularly to make himſelf thoroughly acquainted with the ſub- 
ject for the purpoſe of negociating certain treaties abroad, the many 
converſations he had held with the principal manufaQurers in this 
kingdom, and the general correſpondence he carried on to this 
day with moſt of the leading men in Ireland, he might be preſumed 
to have as competent a knowledge of the intereſts of the woollen 
manufacture as moſt men. His Lordſhip took an enlarged and 
perſpicuous view of the ſubject, in the courſe of which he ſaid the 
witneſſes who had been examined were too reſpectable and too in- 
telligent men not to be convinced by argument and by reflection, 


that, in ſeveral parts of their evidence, they had given anſwers per- 


Aly inconſiſtent and contraditory, To prove this aſſertion, his 
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time by further diſcuſſion of the ſubject in that point, 
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Lordſhip ſtated the different prices of wool at different periods, ob. 
ſerving that it had riſen from 5s. to 11s. and 10d. and that it was 
a well known fact, that when wool was low in price, the fleſh of 
the animal was proportionably dear; and, on the contrary, when 
wool was high in price, mutton was proportionably cheap. He 
compared the exports of Great Britain and Ireland in various ar. 


_ ticles, and ſhewed, that even if it were true that Ireland did fo ſud- 


denly reap all the advantages that the woollen manufacturers ap. 
prehended, ſhe could only poſſeſs herſclt of one fifteenth of our 
whole manufactures, while ſhe ſupplied this country with a large 
Importation of highly and eſſentially uſeful articles, ſuch as meat, 
ſkins, butter, &c. &c. all the growth and produce of Ireland. He 
ſupported Lord Grenville's reaſoning, on a compariſon of the in- 
creaſe of the manufacture of wool and its export, with the ſtated 
decreaſe of the growth of wool ; and likewiſe in reſpect to inclo- 
ſure ; fince nothing could be more obvious, than that converting 
heaths and commons, covercd with furze, broom and brambles, 
on which the ſheep could ſcarcely get a bite except only in the height 
of ſummer, into cultivated incloſures, part arable and part paſture, 
producing turnips, clover, ſainfoin, and other artificial grafles, all 
affording food for ſheep the whole year round, muſt tend to encou- 
rage and increaſe the breed conſiderably. He himſelf, though not 
a very great farmer, his Lordſhip ſaid, had perſonal experience in 
proof of this. He held in hand a farm of 264 acres, on which he 
ted 400 ſheep; now it was not poſſible to feed ſo. many all the 
year round upon 264 acres which were not ineloſed. Indeed the 
matter was ſo clear, that it would be idle to waſte their Lordſhips 
With re- 
gard to the low price of wages in Ireland, it was a miſtake, he ſaid, 
with reſpect to the wages of manufacturers. Manufacturers, or men 
who could do any thing in manufacture, might almoſt have their 
own price in Ireland. The labouring claſs, indeed, who worked 
in the fields, and did other drudgery, were certainly paid leſs wages 
than labourers in this country. His Lordſhip ſaid, he owned he 
had felt ſome alarm when he firſt heard that the dealers in wool and 


the manufacturers of the Britiſh ſtaple intended to petition to be 


heard by themſelves and counſel ; and fo great was his reſpect for 
them, ſo much did he think of the importance of that manufaciure 
in the ſcale of the national commerce, that if they could have ſhewn 
that their apprehenſions were well grounded, and that the manu- 


facture would have been transferred to Iceland, he, for one, would 


have gone the length of giving up the Union altogether, great and 
important as its general advantages to the empire muſt neceſſaril) 
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prove, rather than have riſked ſo great a miſchief. But having 


examined the various papers he had moved for; ſeen the amount 
of the increaſed demand for the woollen manufacture; liſtened to 
the evidence of the ſeveral witneſſes called to their Lordſhips* Bar; 
fifted and conlidered that evidence in all its relations and bearings, 
and compared with it the ſeveral ſtrong fats in the papers before 
them; he owned his alarms were perfectly done away, and he was 
convinced the witneſſes might part with their apprehenfions with- 
out any difficulty. In arranging and ſettling the articles of an 
Union between two countries on a principle of fair and free parti- 
cipation of reciprocal advantages in point of commerce and manu- 
facture, it would have been diſingenuous to have withheld from Ire- 
land a ſhare of the woollen manufacture; much of it ſhe had al- 
ready without any duty, ſuch as all the coarſe articles ; and what 
was to be given under the preſent article, would tend to enrich Ire- 
land, without impoveriſhing Great Britain. Beſides, noble Lords 
ought to keep in mind, that the gain of Ireland was not the 4% of 
Great Britain, but her gain alſo: He was perſuaded that our ma- 
nufacturers would not make a yard of cloth leſs, nor could Ireland 
rival us in the foreign market, or in our own market. She would 
have her own market, and the ſupply of her own conſurpricn ; but 
even if the did derive greater advantages than was expected, he 
ſhould rejoice at it, the Union having for its object - to combine and 
unite the two iſlands - to add four millions of our fellow. ſubjects to 
our number and, inſtead of ten millions. to make us a nation con- 
ſiſting ot fourteen millions of manufacturing and commercial people. 


His Lordſhip concluded with ſaying, he ſhould give his negative to 


the'noble Earl's amendment. . 

On the queſtion being put, the amendment was negatived. 

Earl FiTZWILLIAM afterwards propoſed another amendment. 
He acknowledged it was ſomewhat inconſiſtent for the ſame perſon 
who had introduced the firſt amendment to propoſe that which he 
ſhould now move : but, as the Committee had negatived the firſt 
amendment, he wiſhed to take off all the duties on the export of 
wool to Ireland, to make the whole of the reſolution conſiſtent 
with itſelf, 

This amendment was negatived, and the whole reſolution agreed 
to as it ſtood. 

Lord GRENVILLE then moved the eighth and laſt reſolu- 


tion, which was agreed to. 


His Lordſhip, as ſoon as the Houſe was reſumed, moved 


that the report ſhould be immediately received, in order to be 
Vox. XI. 1 1 
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printed; and that it be taken into conſideration next Wedneſday, 
Agreed to. | 
The Earl of SUFFOLK wiſhed before the Houſe ſeparated to 


call their Lordſhips' attention to a matter of conſiderable im- 


portance, viz. the preſent high price of meat. His Lordſhip ſaid, 
he had been informed by the ſon of one of his tenants, that lamb 
ſold in. the market at Bath, a week or ten days fince, at the extra- 
vagant price of one ſhilling and ſix-pence per pound. In London 
they all knew it was extremely dear, and it was a very ſerious evil, 
He wiſhed therefoxe that their Lordſhips would turn their attention 
to the ſubject. In the year 1795, his Lordſhip ſaid, there had 
been ſome ſeverely cold days in June, the effect of which had been 
the death of a great number of lambs ; and it was the early killing 
of the lambs now that would operate a ſimiltr bad effeQ, by tending 
to create a future ſcarcity, He himſelf had a great number on his 
eſtate, which he was induced to ſell becauſe of the high price they 
would now fetch, whereas they would not pay him or any other farmer 
for keeping, if kept four months longer. His Lordſhip referred to 
many circumſtances as tending to produce ſearcity, and hinted at the 
expediency of a general incloſare bill, the effect of which, by bringing 
more Jand into cultivation and paſture, might conſiderably tend to 
remove the grievances he alluded to. He had not made up his 
mind as to particular remedies ; but the firſt thing that ſtruck him 
as proper, was the appointment of a Committee of Inquiry, not 
like that inſtituted for purpoſes nearly ſimilar in 198 5, but what he 
called an efficient Committee: there were many of their Lordſhips 
peculiarly well calculated to conduct an inquiry. If noble Lords 
acquainted with it, ſuch as the Dukes of Bedford and Montroſe, 
the Earl of Egremont, the Earl of Winchelſea, and others that he 
could name, were of the Committee, he was ſure they might do ſome 
ſervice. His Lordſhip pointed out ſome circumſtances of the year 
1785, when it was deemed expedient to inquire, and alſo of the pre- 
ſent, arguing that the latter more loudly called for legiſlative inter- 
poſition. He repeated his wiſh that an Efficient Committee might 
be now appointed ; alluded to the circumſtance of the woollen ma- 
nufaQure, the ſtaple of Great Britain, which, being implicated in 
the breed of ſheep, was affected by the queſtion ; and concluded 
by obſerving upon the propriety of letting the people ſee that Par- 
liament was determined to apply every practicable remedy, or at 
leaſt to inquire into the cauſes of the evils complained of. He then 
moved, „That a Committee be appointed to inquire into the high 
price of butchers' meat.” 
2 


[ Loxps, 


Max 


Lor 
ſuch ſu 
moſt ei 
ſtead © 
had un 
This | 
whom 
ence al 
much | 
later tl 
proper 
terpoſit 
refiſt t. 

Thi 
idea th 
might 
menda 
think, 
preſſing 


— — 


and I 
Spiriti 
the U 
mainj 
nomir 
of the 
ſhall 


May F.] DEBATES. - 507 


Lord GREN VILLE deprecated all parliamentary diſcuſſion of 
ſuch ſubjects as the noble Earl had juſt adverted to, and contended 
moſt emphatically, that all legiſlative interpoſition in ſuch caſes, in- 
ſtead of producing benefit, or even being attended with any effect, 
had uniformly, either more or leſs, been productive of miſchief, 
This had long been a maxim with him, and with authorities for 
whom he had the higheſt veneration ; and his own perſonal experi- 
ence and obſervation had convinced him of the truth of it. It were 
much better to let theſe things take their own courſe ; ſooner. or 
later the proper level would be found, and things turn into their 
proper channel. Under the decided conviction that legiſlative in- 
terpoſition would be in ſuch caſe productive of miſchief, he muſt 
reſiſt the motion. 

The Earl of SUFFOLK, in reply, obſerved, that allowing the 
idea that legiſlative meaſures may be injurious, yet ſtill much 
might be done on the part of their Lordihips in the way of recom- 
mendation ; and a great part of the evil, the noble Earl ſeemed to 
think, aroſe from the too early ſlaughtering of lambs. He declined 
preſſing his motion. 
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; HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Monday, May 5. 


The Houſe proceeded on the order of the day to conſider the 
report of the Committee on His Majeſty's meſſage relative to the 
Union with Ireland. 

The fourth propoſition being read, 

Dr. LAURENCE ſaid, that ſince the propoſitions now before 
the Houſe were to be the foundation of the propoſed connection 
with Ireland, he wiſhed to render them as unexceptionable as 
poſſible. With this view, as he thought the preſent reſolution ob- 
jtQtionable in many of its regulations, he would propoſe a general 
amendment on the whole reſolution. The ſubſtance of this amend- 
ment was, „That the number of Iriſh Peers of Great Britain 
and Ireland ſhall be thirty ; that four of theſe ſhall be Lords 
Piritual, and choſen in rotation, according to a plan to be fixed by 
the United Parliament, by the Biſhops of Ireland : That the re- 
maining twenty-ſix ſhall be Lords Temporal, of whom ten ſhall be 
nominated by His Majeſty out of ſuch Iriſh Peers as are Members 
of the Britiſh Houſe of Commons, and of whom the remainder 
ſtall be choſen by the Peerage of Ireland ; and that the Crown 
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ſhall only retain this power of nomination till, by ſucceſſively filling 
up every vacancy that occurs from among theſe ten, the whole lit 
of Iriſh Peers, who are or may be Members of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, is gone through: That the number of Iriſh repreſentatives 
in the United Houſe of Commons ſhall be fifty- five: that of theſe 
one ſhall be choſen by each county, one by the city of Dublin, one 
by Corke, one by the univerſity of Dublin, and one by Trinity Col. 
lege; and that the remainder ſhall be choſen on the principle of the 
Scotch repreſentation, by the cities, towns and buroughs which 
have now the right of eleCtion, in order to prevent the evil prece- 
dent of purchaſing the disfranchiſed boroughs from the proprietors 
of them: That, ſo long as the rate of taxation of the two kingdoms 
is different, the repreſentatives of each ſhall vote ſeparately re. 
ſpeQing the taxes to be impoſed on each; and that, after the 
Union, the Crown ſhall no longer have the power of creating 
Iriſh Peers.” 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, that he did not mean to enter into 
any diſcuſſion upon theſe amendments. He would only ſhortly ob- 
ſerve to thoſe gentlemen who were deſirous of the Union, that they 
not only departed from and were inconſiſtent with the propoſitions 
which the Iriſh Houſe of Commons had remitted to us, but alſo to 
the propoſals which laſt year we tranſmitted to them. The remain- 
ing parts of the amendments conſiſted of objections which had been 


[Commoxs, 


already ſtated and anſwered in the Houſe, and which the Houſe by 


their votes had already diſapproved. There was only one other 
thing worthy of obſervation; this was the propoſal of the United 
Parliament voting ſeparately on ſubjects of taxation, ſo long as the 
rates of taxation of the two countries are different. The ab- 
ſurdity and impropriety of this propoſal it requires no arguments 
to prove. 

Dr. LauREXCE explained. : 

Mr. GREY ſaid, that, though he agreed in many of the ſtate- 
ments and arguments of his honourable and learned friend, he could 
not approve of his propoſal for the Parliament, when united, (ſince 
this meaſure was to take place, ) voting ſeparately upon any qu: ſtions 
which might come before them. He ſaw and felt the full weight 
of his argument reſpecting the inequality of taxation; but if the 
Parliaments were united, they muſt vote in union. He wiſhed to 
advert to ſome other points of Dr. Laurence's amendment. It pro- 
poſed a change in the manner of returning the Iriſh Peers who were 
to fit in the United Parliament. He had ftrong objections to the 
preſent propoſed mode. If they are to be repreſentatives of the 
Iriſh Peerage, there is this eſſential defect, that they are choſen for 
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life; and thus their conſtituents have no hold on them to ſecure 
their ſpeaking their ſentiments ; for I conſider it effential to repre- 
ſentation, that there ſhall be ſtated periods when the conſtituents ſhall 
have the power of chooſing repreſentatives who will ſpeak their 
ſentiments.” He had equally ſtrong objections, however, to their 
being choſen ſeſſionally, or for every new Parliament, becauſe, from 
the conſtitution of the Iriſh Peerage, the influence of the Crown 
would always be able to ſecure the election of ſuch Peers as would 
be agreeable to the exiſting Miniſtry. He had thought that, per- 
haps, the principle of precedence in rank and dignity might have 
been in ſome meaſure gone upon as more likely to ſecure indepen- 
dence. There was one article of the amendment, which, had it 
ſtood ſeparately, he would undoubtedly have ſupported, and for 
which he would vote ſhould it ever come ſingly before the Houſe. 
It was to deprive the Crown of the power of making new Iriſh 
Peers after the Union, The Peers of Ireland already made, and 
who will not be Members of the Houſe of Lords of the United 
Kingdoms, will poſſeſs an anomalous character in the Conſtitution, 
and he could ſce no reaſon for continuing in the Crown a power to 
enlarge the number of this non-deſcript ſpecies of perſons. 

Doctor LauRENCE's amendment was then negatived without a 
diviſion. | 

Mr. GREY ſaid, he had two or three amendments to move 
upon this reſolution. He would paſs over the number of one hun- 
dred Members, becauſe he thought that, provided the Britiſh Houſe 
of Commons remaincd as it was, it was fixed upon a fair calcula- 
tion of the relative population and wealth of the two countries. But 
thirty-one of theſe hundred were to be eleQed by the principal 
towns, cities and boroughs, ſelected on account of their population, 
wealth, and local importance. Now almoſt all of theſe towns had 
cloſe corporations, conſiſting of a very few, who cleed their repre- 
ſentatives. He wiſhed, that if theſe places were to be ſelected on 
account of their population and wealth to have the right of election, 
the right of voting ſhould be extended ſo as to bear ſome propor- 
tion to their population and wealth. His firſt amendment would 
therefore be, that there be inſerted after the word boroughs, ** pro- 
vided, by an Act of Parliament previous to the Union, the right of 
voting ſhall be regulated according to population and wealth, ſo as 
to ſecure freedom of election.“ 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T did not enter into the queſtion, becauſe 
he thought the propoſed means of election perfectly fair; and be- 
cauſe it would appear ſtrange, indeed, for a Britiſh Parliament to in- 
terfere as to extending the right of election in cloſe boroughs in Ire- 
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land, while there were many clofe boroughs in Great Britain, with 
the manner of the election of whoſe repreſentatives they did not 
interfere. 
Mr. JONES ſaid a or words in favour of the amendment. 
Mr. BANKS ſaid, it was his wiſh to limit the number of repre- 
ſentatives. The number propoſed was on the ground that the 


population of Jreland was double that of Scotland at the time of 


the Union; if fo, the number ſhould have been confined to ninety 
inſtead of one hundied members. 

Mr. SIMEON ſaid, that the amendment propoſed nothing 
which the Irith Houſe of Commons were not competent to do, and 
which they ought not to do; and he argued, that it would be im- 
proper in us, before the Union had taken place, to tell the Iriſh 
Houſe of Commons, in fact, that they will not ſelect the moſt proper 
boroughs without our reminding them of their duty. 

Mr. Grey's amendment was then negatived without a di viſion. 

Mr. GREY then moved, in conformity with a motion which he 
made on a former night, for ſecuring the independence of Par- 
hament, and counteracting the increaſe of the influence of the 
Crown, „That 100 ſhall be the number of Iriſh repreſentatives 
in the United Houſe of Commons, unleſs an Act is previouſly 
paſſed to reduce the number of «the repreſentatives for Great 
Pritain: in which caſe the number of the Iriſh repreſentatives 
ſhall alſo be reduced below 100, to a number as ncar as poſſible 
in the proportion of 100 to 558 ; and that this reduction of Iriſh 
repreſentatives ſhall be made, not on the counties, or repreſenta- 
tives choſen by the city of Dublin, Corke, or the Univerſity, but 
on thoſe choſen by the inferior cities and boroughs.” 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that he only needed to refer to 
what was faid on a former night, when the honourable gentleman's 
arzuments for a diminution of the number of the repreſentatives of 
both kingdoms were fully diſcuſſed and anſwered, to ſhew that the 
propoſed amendment, which- depended upon an alteration in the 
Britiſh repreſentation, to ſay the leaſt, extremely uncertain and im- 
probable, was entirely unneceſſary: its only effect would be to delay 
the meaſure of Union. 

This amendment was alſo negatived without a diviſion. 

Mr. GREY then moved that a clauſe be inſerted, © That 
nothing in this article ſhall be underſtood to prevent, at any future 
period, the reduction of the number of the Triſh repreſentatives, 
provided the number of Britiſh repreſentatives is allo : at the ſame 
time diminiſhed. we 
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Mr. Chancellor PIT T did not with to oppoſe any thing which 
would tend to remove any well founded doubt as to the ſecurity of 
the independence of Parliament. But there could be no doubt as 
to the competence of Parliament to alter the repreſentation of the 
kingdom. . Since the Union with Scotiand, motions had been fre- 
quently entertained, though not 2dopted by the Houle, for diminith- 
ing the number of repreſentatives in Parliament. There was no 
doubt that if theſe motions had been carried, they would have ex- 
tended to the whole of Gicat Britain. Yet it had never been ob- 
jected to theſe motions, that Parliament is not competent to make 


ſuch a diminution even in the number of repreſentatives for Scot- 


land, becauſe the Articles of Union with Scotland give the country 
the right of ſending forty-five repreſentatives to Parliament. But 
the propoſed regulation was not only unneceſſary, but pernicious in 
its tendency ; becauſe it would go to citabliſh the point, that no 
alteration can be made in the repreſentation of the united countries 
without diſſolving, not only the Union with Ireland, but alſo that 
with Scotland, and that Parliament is not competent to regulate its 
own internal Conſtitution without diſorganizing the whole poli- 
tical eftabliſhment of the country. This amendment was then 
put, and negatived without a diviſion. 
On the fourth article, | 
Sir W. DOLBEN ſaid, he wiſhed to make an obſervation re- 
ſpecting that clauſe which limited e power of the Crown to the 
number of 100 Iriſh Peers. hie independence of the Houſe of 
Lords appeared to him to be of more conſequence than the inde-. 
pendence of the Houſe of Commons ; becaufe Members of the 
Lower Houſe were eleQed by the People, and if their conduct was 
Improper, the People could reject them; but the Lords were Le- 
giſlators and Judges for life, and therefore their independence was 
of the greateſt importance to be eſtabliſhed. He could have 
wiſhed that what he meant to ſuggeſt had originated with the Par- 
liament of Ireland, and that it had required that every man on 
whom the honour of Pcerage was conferred, ſhould have a certain 
proportion of eſtate, with a view of preventing any Peer or Legiſla- 
tor, through neceſſity; or the narrowneſs of his circumſtances, from 
being warped from his independenec. It was highly proper, from 
a regard to the welfare of the kingdom, that every noble Lord who 
had a vote in Parliament ſhould poſſeſs a competence, not only to 
ſupport the dignity of the Pecrage, but from a regard to the public 
good, that the great proſperity of the kingdom might not in any 
meaſure depend on any man not in independent circumſtances. 
dit W. Dolben then read an amendment to this effect: ( Provided 


£ 
i 
x 
4 
$ 
U 
® 
5 
4} 
| 
= 
: 
þ 
5 
4 
4 
i 
* 
6. 
1 
. 
bi 
+ 
5 
3 
Bj 
1 


512 PARLIAMENTARY [Commoxs, 


that his Majeſty be empowered to require of the perſon on whom 
he ſhould confer the honour of Iriſh Peerage, a ſettlement to a cer. 
tain amount in freehold land, as a ſupport to the dignity of ſuch 
Peers, their heirs and ſuccefors.” Sir William ſaid, he did not 
mean to preſs this point, but only to throw it out for conſideration, 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, that the ſuggeſtion or motion of the 
honourable Baronet was totally foreign to the Conſtitution of the 
country, and was a principle unknown with reſpect to the actual 


=EXiſting Peerage of the country. The honourable Baronet propoſed 


that with regard to thoſe who might be created Peers, which the 
Conſtitution did not require with reſpect to cxiſting Peers. Infinite 
difficulty would ariſe in this caſe reſpecting the proportion of pro- 
perty, and would involve m it the private affairs of families. The 
Conſtitution had not applied this principle; and yet no abuſe had 
been found to ariſe from the diſcretion of the Crown, nor had any 
difficulty occurred on the point of property in the Houſe of Lords 
as things now ſtood. 

On the fifth article, which reſpected the Union of the Churches 
of England and Ireland into one Church, 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, it was judged better to omit the 
inſertion of any proviſional article reſpeQing the Convocation till 
the Union actually took place; more particularly as His Majeſty, 


at the head of hoth Churches, had the power to call ſuch a Conv , 
cation when he pleaſed. He propoſed the inſertion of the words 


« Proteſtant Epiſcopal,” and to be called © The United Church 
of England and Ircland.” 

On the fisth article, which referred, among other particulars, to 
the exportation of wool to Ireland, 

Mr. TIERNEY faid, he wiſhed to ſee this Parliament adopt a 
fimilar refolution in favour of the woollen manufactory of the 
country, as the Iriſh Parliament had done reſpeQing their cotton 
manufactory, having laid on a protecting duty of ten per cent. and 
propoſed that for eight years the cotton duties ſhould remain the 
fame as now. In like manner the Britiſh Parliament ſhould pro- 
poſe to lay a duty upon the export of the raw material of wool fo 
Ireland for the firſt eight years after the Union; after which period, 
the duty to be gradually leſſened till entirely taken off. He thought 
this was perfectly fair, and he would therefore propoſe a clauſe to 
that effect. He ſtated the number of petitioners engaged in the 
woollen manufacture to be not leſs than 60 or 70,000 perſons. 
He muſt alſo obſerve, that the exportation of the woollen raw ma- 


terial was rather. a boon held out by this country than demanded 7 
the Tiith ; nor had it even been requeſted in 1 785, in the caſe of 
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the Commercial Propoſitions. He would therefore propoſe that the 
Reſolution be re- committed, with a view afterwards to move, that 
ſuch a duty be laid on the exportation of the raw material vf wool 
as ſhould ſatisfy the fears of our manufacturers on that head. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT acknowledged that the petitioners who 
had come to the Bar of the Houſe were entitled to every attention; 
nor had there been any want of feelings for their intereſts : ſtill it 
was the duty of every Member of Parliament to conſider how far it 
became him to ſatisfy the demands of individuals, at the expence of 
a great queſtion of national policy. He, for one, ſaw no good 
grounds for making an exception in favour of the woollen manu- 
turers : he was ſatisfied that their fears were either unfounded or ex- 
aggerated; that no real danger would reſult from this article, to the 
growing manufactures of this country ; and that granting this in- 
dulgence towards Ireland would ſerve to facilitate the Union. No 
deviation from the rule of reciprocal equality ought to be adopted. 
The caſe reſpeding our woollen manufacturers was not ſo fairly 
made out, as had been done reſpecting the cotton manufacturers of 
Ircland. The poorer country had ſolicited a proteQing duty from 
a manufacture coming from a richer country ; but this did not ap- 
ply to the caſe of the richer country, either with reſpect to the home 
market of Ireland, or to a foreign market. The diſadvantages 
ariſing from raw wool to be ſent to Ireland, would be more than 
counterbalanced by the inereaſing demand for it, when wrought up, 
in foreign countries. Mr. Pitt concluded with ſaying, that he con- 
ſidered this grant as not abſolutely neceſſary to the Union, and yet 
as growing out of it; and as he feared that the motion of the ho- 
nourable gentleman would ſerve to retard this deſirable work, he 
truſted the Houſe would ſuffer no alteration in this object, by agree- 
ing to the recommitment of the Reſolution. 

Mr. WILBERFORCE thought that the evidence which had 
been given at the Bar ſatisfaQorily proved the injury which our 
woollen manufaQurers would ſuſtain by permitting the exportation 
of the raw material to Ireland ; and he muſt, therefore, ſupport the 
mo:ion of the honourable Member (Mr. Tierney.) 

Mr. ESTCOURT ſaid, the woollen manufacturers in the 
county of Wilts were of opinion, that the exportation of wool to 
Ireland would be no bar in the way of an Union taking place. 
There had not been one petition from the manufacturers of that 
great and extenſive county, except from Saliſbury, where it was not 
carried to fo great an extent as in other parts of the coynty. 

Mr. HOBHOUSE ſaid, that after what had paſſed on a former 
Night, he did not expect a ſecond appeal to the ſentiments of the 
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Wiltſhire manufaQurers. He was well acquainted with the prin- 
cipal clothing towns of that county, namely, Bradford and Troy. 
bridge; and he had luckily in his pocket a letter from the principal 
manufacturer of Bradford, who, unſolicited, had written to him 
in conſequence of reading in the newſpaper the aſſertion of an ho- 
nourable Member (Mr. Everitt) in the debate of "Thurſday laſt, 
It was ſufficient to mark the relpeRability of that manufaQurer 
(Mr. Buſh) to ſtate, that he ſtood high in the eſteem of the right 
honourable gentleman (the Speaker) who filled the Chair of the 
Houſe with ſuch credit to himſelf and advantage to the country, 
Mr. Hobhouſe then read the letter of Mr. Buſh, who tated, «« That 
he firmly believed no one manufacturer of that town made uſe of 
any Engliſh wool ; that he himſelf had been concerned in the ma- 
nofaRuring of more than fifty thouſand pieces of ſuperfine woollen 
broad cloths in the courſe of the laſt forty years, and was ready to 
make oath that not an ounce of Engliſh wool had ever been uſed 
in any one of them, except the liſt, or ſelvages, which he always 
bought ready ſpun for that purpoſe.” 

Mr. EVERITT poſitively denied that nothing but Spaniſh 
wool was wrought up in the manufaQtories of Wiltſhire. He faid 
he had two brothers in that county engaged in this manufaQory, 
who ſcarcely made uſe of Spaniſh wool at all. 

Mr. ESTCOURT explained. 

Mr. H. LASCELLES ſaid he ſhould ſupport the motion. 

Mr. BOUVERIE ſaid, he had preſented a petition from his 
| Conſtituents againſt this Reſolution ; but as he had received no in- 
ſtructions from them, he ſhould vote according to the beſt of his 
judgment. 

The Houſe then divided, for Mr. Tierney's clauſe, 19; 
againſt it, 111. Majority, 92. 

On the Reſolution reſpecting the Financial Arrangement be- 
tween the two countries, the Chancellor of the Exchequer propoſed 
a few verbal amendments, which were agreed to. The remaining 
Reſolution defining the laws to be in force, &c. was then read and 

agreed to. 

Mir. Chancellor PITT ſaid, that having proceeded fo far in the 
buſineſs of the Union between the two countries, it was proper for 
him, in his Parliamentary duty, to move, That an addreſs be pre- 
ſented to His Majeſty, humbly begging leave to acquaint” His Ma- 

jeſty, that, in conformity to His Majeſty's gracious meſſage, lay- 
ing before us the Reſolutions of the Lords and Commons of Ire- 
land, we have proceeded to reſume the conſideration of the great and 
important ſubject of a Legiſlative Union between Great Britain and 
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Ireland That it is with unſpeakable fatisfaQion we have obſerved 
the conformity of the ſaid Reſolutions to thoſe principles which we 
humbly ſubmitted to His Majeſty in the laſt Seſſion of Parliament, 
25 calculated to form the baſis of ſuch a ſettlement—That, with 
the few alterations and additions which we have found it neceffary 
to ſuggeſt, we conſider theſe Reſolutions as fit to form the Articles 
of Union between Great Britain and Ireland ; and, if thoſe alter- 
ations and additions ſhall be approved by the two Houſes of the 
Parliament of Ireland, we are ready to confirm and ratify theſe Ar- 
ticles, in order that the ſame may be eſtabliſhed for ever by the mu- 
tual conſent of both Parliaments— That we offer to His Ma- 
jeſty our humble congratulations upon the near proſpect of the ac- 
compliſhment of a work which His Majeſty, as the common Father 
of his People, has juſtly declared to be ſo near his heart, concurring 
with his Houſes of Parliament in Ireland, on the full conviction 
that, by incorporating the Legiſlatures, and conſolidating the re- 
ſources of the two kingdoms,. we ſhall increaſe the power and ſtabi- 
lity of the Britiſh Empire, and at the ſame time contribute, in the 
moſt effectual manner, to the improvement of the commerce, the 
ſecurity of the religion, and the preſervation of the liberties of His 
Majeſty's ſubjects in Ireland.“ 

Mr. TIERNEY objeQed to voting this on the ſame night on 
which the Reſolutions were paſſed, urging the impropriety of the 
haſte of the whole meaſure. There were gentlemen who would 
wiſh to be preſent, whom he did not now fee in their places. His 
mind was made up to give it a negative, becauſe he knew that it 
was not agreeable to the people to accept of an Union. Some parts, 
however, gave him peculiar ſatisfaQtion, and on them he had to con- 
gratulate the country; and thoſe were where he ſaw the impedi- 
ments to a Parliamentary Reform removed, on. the principle of its 
being an innovation : innovation was now admitted, by the change 
which the introduction of a certain number of Members produced, 


and by the getting rid of the rotten boroughs. Whenever this ſub- 


jet came under conſideration, it would be ſo ſtrong as to carry con- 
viction, and ſuch as, in an Imperial Parliament, could not ſurely be 
objected to, 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T ſaid, that whenever that queſtion came 
under diſcuſſion, he ſhould certainly feel himſclf under no neceſſity 
of admitting ſuch a principle, from his approving of the Union, be- 
cauſe he approved of it from the neceſſity of ſuch a meaſure, 
Though the honourable gentleman might perſiſt in Reform ; yet it 
did not follow that he, (Mr. Pitt) ſhould have ſhut his eyes for the 


Courſe of - the paſt few years to ſome of the moſt memorable events 
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that ever happened in the world. He had learned to correct his 
former conjectural opinions by the events that had ariſen ; and 
though the honourable gentleman might pertinaciouſly perſiſt in his 
oppoſition, he (Mr. Pitt) had nothing to fear from any obloquy, 
that ſhould hinder him from openly and manfully difavowing ſuch 
opinions. Whenever theſe topics were to be introduced into a Bri. 
tiſh or Imperial Parliament, he ſhould be ready to diſcuſs them on 
fair and diſtinct grounds; and gentlemen would judge, from the 
motives of the honourable gentleman and of himſelt, on what they 
were then to determine. He (Mr. Pitt) had avowed his opinion 
on this ſubject, and through a long and ſtormy period he had ſeen 
nothing that was likely to derange it. On the ſubject of the Reſo- 
lutions, he thought no gentleman could now have any ubjeQion to 
lay them before His Majeſty ; on the face of them, the conſtitu- 
tional and regular mode requires that they ſhould be taken to the 
Lords for their concurrence, and, with a joint aſſent and addreſs, 
then preſented to His Majeſty, and not put as a dead letter upon the 
Journals of the Houſe ; and this for the purpoſe of tranſmitting 
them to Ireland, in order to obtain the concurrence of the Iriſh 
Houſes of Parliament. The honourable gentleman Mr. Tierney) 
had not ſtated thoſe whom he wiſhed to be preſent. He reſpected 
thoſe who differed in opinion from him, as they had the right of en- 
tertaining what opinion on the ſubject they pleaſed ; but of thoſe 
who differed materially from him, he perceived but one perſon ab- 
ſent who could be then in the imagination of the honourable mem- 
ber. He was a gentleman who always afforded the Houſe one 
day's entertainment when he attended ; and perhaps it was for that 
the honourable Member wiſhed. * As for any ſerious objection, the 
opportunity was paſted, which in ſtrictneſs was when the reſolutions 
were moved. However, as the honourable Member had no power, 
as proxy, to anſwer for that genticman, or any other, he thought it 
would be only incurring an unneceſſary delay to poſtpone the mo- 
tion with a view to his future attendance. On thoſe grounds Mr. 
Pitt thought there was no reaſon for further interpoſing any delay. 
Mr. HOBHOUSE ſaid, that after the line of pleaſantry which 
had been adopted by the right honourable gentleman, he did not 
imagine that any obſervations of his would attract the attention of 
the Houſe. He had no doubt that, in ſtrict form, it was not irre- 
gular to urge a vote upon the addreſs this evening, for otherwiſe the 
Chair would Have interpoſed : but what was correct in point of 
form, was not always proper to be followed. It was not decent, after 
terminating the debate upon the Reſolutions, immediately to pals 
to the conſideration of the Addreſs: it was not expected; many 
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gentlemen. might wiſh to ſpeak their ſentiments : but, had the Houſe 
been unanimous upon ſo important a ſubjed, due notice ſhould 
have been given of the day on which it was intended to propoſe the 
addreſs, for the procedure could not be too ſolemn. 

He further thought, to delay the addreſs for a few days could be 
attended with no inconvenience: the reſolutions were not yet gone 
through in the other Houſe ; and it was no more than uſual to wait 
until they had been agreed to there, that a joint addreſs of both 
Houſes might be preſented to His Majeſty. 

There was another point of view in which this precipitancy ap- 
peared to him highly objectionable. The countervailing duties 
between the two countries had not yet been ſettled ; the ſcale was 
to be taken into conſideration on a future day. Was it proper to 
vote an addreſs to His Majeſty while the buſineſs was incomplete, 
before all the arrangements comprehended in the reſolutions had 
undergone even a diſcuſſion ? 


Such were his reaſons for exhorting the right honourable gentle- 
man to conſent to the delay of a few days. 

Mr. Hobhouſe then adverted to what had paſſed between Mr. 
Tierney and the Chancellor of the Exchequer on the ſubject of Par- 
liamentary Reform. He coincided in opinion with the former, 
who, he was ſure, had always endeavoured to purity the Repreſen- 
tation of the People from genuine patriotiſm. He contended, that 
the cauſe of Parliamentary Reform was greatly advanced by the 
Union. The hackneyed topic of innovation could no longer be 
urged. Could there be a greater innovation than the deſtruction 
of the Legiſlature of Ireland, a defalcation of cloſe boroughs, and a 
compenſation allowed to the proprietors. Such an example was a 
main point gained by the friends to Parliamentary Reform. Mr. 
Hobhouſe concluded with moving, that the further conſideration of 
the Addreſs ſhould be poſtponed to Thurſday next, which was nega- 
tived without a diviſion. 

Upon the queſtion being put upon the Addreſs, 

Mr. JONES ſaid, that this buſineſs was a death warrant to the 
Conftiturion—nothing more or leſs than the extinction of Freedom — 
a Negotiated fale of our Liberties. He would wiſh it put off for 
twenty years. If a Miniſter could do ſo much as paſs Income 
bills, &c. now, what would it be when one hundred more Mem- 
bers were added. to the patronage of the Crown ? 

The Addrefs was then voted. 


A Committee was appointed to draw up the Addreſs, which was 
reported immediately afterwards. 


ay 
— 


2 n 


1 


— Ty 5 
- ——— a 


71 

|: 
2 
-F7 
4 F 


ey 


518 PARLIAMENTARY 


Mr. Chancellor PiTT moved, That the ſaid Addreſs, together 
with the Reſolutions, ſhould be communicated to the Lords in 3 
conference, and that their concurrence ſhould be deſired thereto,” 
Agreed. 

He then moved, © That this conference ſhould be defired of the 


[Commoxs, 


Lords.“ Ordered. 


A petition of Thomas Feden, of the city of Coventry, chemif 
and cotton manufacturer, being offered to be preſented to the 
Houſe ; 

Mr. Chancellor PITT (by His Majeſty's command) acquainted 
the Houſe, that His Majeſty, having been informed of the contents 
of the ſaid petition, recommended it to the confideration of the 
Houſe. | 

The ſaid petition was then brought up, and read ; . ſeiting forth, 
46 That the petitioner had, after ſeveral years application, and great 
labour and ſtudy, and at a very conſiderable expence, diſcovered a 
chryſtalline fize and paſte, made from mineral ſubſtances, as a ſub- 
ſtitute, mixed with a proportion of vegetable ſubſtance, for wheat 
flour in all purpoſes of manufacture, for which he had obtained 
His Majeſty's letters patent; and that the petitioner had ſubmitted 
the ſaid diſcovery to the manufacturers and printers of the county 
of Lancaſter, who appointed a committee of the principal manu- 
faQurers of cotton goods to inveſtigate the ſame, and to whom the 
petitioner diſcloſed the ingredients of the ſaid chryſtalline ſize and 
paſte, in conſequence whereof the ſaid gentlemen prepared the in- 
gredients for making the ſame, and found the like effects produced 
as was done by that prepared by the petitioner ; and in their report 
the ſaid manufacturers and printers declared it as their unanimous 
opinion, after a moſt careful and attentive inveſtigation of the pro- 
perties of the ſaid fize and paſte, that, from the excellence, ſimple 
proceſs in the preparation, and comparative cheapneſs of the articles, 
they would be preferred to flour and ſtarch ; and that the uſe of the 
ſame would not only leſſen the conſumption of wheat, but be found 
infinitely preferable to the common preparation of paſte, and be 
highly beneficial to the weaver, printer, and every other manu- 
facturer concerned in the branch; and that, in the various proceſſes 
of the linen manufactures of this country, as well as in the cotton, 
a very large quantity of wheat flour is made uſe of, which would 
be ſaved by the uſe of the chryſtalline fizc and paſte : the petitioner 
conceived alſo, that, if his diſcovery ſhall be made as available to 
the public as it might be, it would alſo prevent the very great eon- 
fumption of wheat flour, now uſed in making ſtarch and for other 


purpoſes ; and that the petitioner, anxious to ſave the great con- 
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ſumption of wheat flour, at all times, in the various manufaQtures 
before-mentioned, particularly at this period, was willing to relin- 
quiſh all right and title to the intereſt he now had in the ſaid dif- 
covery, on receiving ſuch recompence and reward for the heavy 
expences he had incurred, and the time and labour he had beſtowed, 
as the Houſe ſhould think juſt and proper; and therefore praying 
the Houſe to take the premiſes into conſideration, and to grant the 


petitioner ſuch recompence and reward as fo uſeful and important a 
diſcovery ſhould appear to merit. 


Ordered to lic on the table. 


3 — — „ 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Tueſday, May 6. 


Their Lordſhips fat in a Committee of Privileges, Lord Wal- 
ſingham in the chair, and heard evidence, &c. reſpeQing the claim 
of the reverend Bryan Fairfax, of Virginia, to the Scotch Peerage 
of Fairfax. | : 

The only point which appeared to remain undecided when the 
Committee laſt fat, was, whether the claimant was the eldeſt fon 
of the late William Fairfax. A brother of the claimant's, who 
was killed in the ſervice at Quebec, was ſtated as an old man, and 
as having left iſſue; this produced a degree of doubt in the Com- 
mittce ; and farther evidence was reſorted to, which this day was 
delivered by Mrs. Athawes, who ſtated, to her certain knowledge, 
that the Mr. Fairfax killed at Quebec was a younger brother of 
the claimant. | | 

This point being aſcertained, a reſolution paſſed the Committee, 
ſtating in effect, That the claimant had made good his title tv 
the Peerage in queſtion ;” and the Houſe reſuming, the uſual ſteps 
were ordered to be taken in conſequence. 

Earl TEMPLE, attended by the SECRETARY AT War, Mr. 
Loxc, and ſeveral other Members, preſented a meſſage from the 
Houſe of Commons: which in ſubſtance requeſted a conference 
with their Lordſhips, for the purpoſe of communicating the Reſo- 
lutions entered into by a Committee of the whole Houſe, reſpecting 
the propofed Articles for a Legiſlative Union with Ireland, &c. 
and their Addreſs to His Majeſty on the ſubject; in which they de- 
lired the concurrence of their Lordſhips. 

The meſſengers having retired from the Bar, their Lordſhips, on 
the motion of Lord Grenville, reſolved to agree to the requeſt of 
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the Commons, and forthwith to appoint the defired conference to 
take place in the Painted Chamber. 

The meſſengers were accordingly called tothe Bar, and acquainted 
with the reſolution of their Lordſhips. On their withdrawing, the 
Houſe appointed the following Peers to manage the conference on 
their part ; namely, Earls Spencer and Liverpool, Lord Viſcount 
Hood, the Biſhop of Rocheſter, and Lords Grenville, Walfing- 
ham, and Napier. | 

The depuration then repaired to the Painted Chamber; where 
the neceſſary communications having been made, their Lordſhips 
returned from the Houſe, and Earl Spencer made the uſual report, 
that the conference had taken place ; that the managers on the part 
of the Commons, through the medium of Mr. Secretary at War, 
had communicated their reſolutions and addreſs to His Majeſty on 
the ſubject of the propoſed Union with Ireland, &c. to which they 
defired the concurrence of their Lordſhips' Houſe. 

Lord GRENvVILLE then moved that a Committee of five Peers 

be appointed to inſpect the reſolutions of the Commons, and to ex- 
amine what variation, if any, exiſted therein, from thoſe voted by 
heir Lordſhips ; and that the ſaid reſolutions be taken into conſi- 
deration to-morrow ; which were both ordercd, and the Committee 
of Inſpection ordered accordingly. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Tueſday, May 6. 


Mr. YORKE reported from the Committee, to whom the bill 
for regulating the aſſize of bread was referred, that the Committee 
had obtained all the information they could on the ſubject, and pro- 

ceeded in their deliberation on it; that on conſidering the ſeveral 
proviſions, they were found to be novel, from which an extreme 
difficulty would ariſe in carrying them into execution. The Com- 
mittee were of opinion, that they ſhould not proceed farther in the 
bill, but that they ſhould keep the proviſions in view till a more 
favourable opportunity ſhould preſent itſelf, when grain would be 
at a more reaſonable price, and the Houſe would find themſelves 
diſpoſed to reſume their conſiderations on it. The Committee were 
farther of opinion, that the preſent ſyſtem of bread Jaws required 
amendment. Great praiſe was due certainly to the gentleman 
(Mr. Roſe) who brought it forward; and ſo well were the pur- 
- poſes of the bill directed, that the Committee expreſſed their hopes 
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that the Houſe would on a future ſeſſion take it up; this was all 


they wiſhed to obtain at preſent. He would now only move, 


« That the Bill ſhould be printed, and the Report be taken into 


conſideration this day three months ;” to which the Houſe agreed. 

Mr. YORKE then obſerved, that the bill regulating de aſſize 
of bread only had been reterred ; the bill regulating mills was not. 
He would then move, „That the ſaid bill ſhould be referred to 
the ſame Committee, for the purpoſe of taking the fame courſe;“ 
which was agreed to accordingly. 

Sir JOHN SINCLAIR moved the order of the day on the Report 
of the Select Committee fitting on the incloſure bill; when the ſe- 
veral reſolutions ſtated on a former day were read, diſcuſſed, and 
agreed to in a Committee of the whole Houſe. 

Mr I. H. BROWNE objected at firſt to the inſtitution of 


affidavits and allegations in the room of parole evidence; but, on 


the ſuggeſtions of Mr. Bragge and the Speaker, that when the Houſe 


thought it neceſſary they might call for parole evidence, and that it 
was in. vain to attempt diminiſhing the expence of incloſure bills 
while the attendance of witneſſes at the Bars of the two Houſes re- 


mained indiſpenſible, his objection was waved. On the reſolution. 


which went to reduce the fees of office, &c. ; 

Mr. SPEAKER took occaſion to expatiate on the ſubject of the 
expences of incloſures, and the ſalaries of the clerks of that Houſe, 
to whoſe induſtry and ability he paid ſome handſome compliments; 
and aſſured the Committee, that theſe gentlemen had no poſſible 
objection to any reduction which, for public, beneficial purpoſes, 
it might occur to the Houſe to order: but he was alſo well aſſured, 
that they had a full ſecurity in the juſtice and honour of the Houſe, 
that a liberal compenſation would be made to them whenever any 
reduction of their fees ſhould take place. He begged it to be un- 
derſtood, once for all, that theſe gentlemen had not the lighteſt 
objoction to any regulation of that kind; and he hoped it would never 
de mentioned again in ſuch a manner as might tend to convey any 
doubt of the cheerfulneſs with which theſe gentlemen would ſubmit 
to ſuch a regulation. He took occaſion to obſerve, that although 
the emoluments of firſt clerk, an office which had been held by 
tuo gentlemen (the one of them having the reverſion), were ſo con- 
ſiderable as to amount to near 8000]. per annum, he was perſuaded 
the Houſe would not think proper to reduce them during the lives 


of the preſent holders ; yet they might well conſider how far ſuch 


emoluments could be expected by any ſucceffor to that office. With 
regard to the offices of inferior clerks in that Houſe, the duties of 
them were extremely laborious, and the emoluments were, on an 


Voi. XI. 3 X 


; 
\ 
1 
£% 
4 
' 1 
4 
0 
1 
1 
: 
| | 
' 
1 
i 
i 
431 1h 
4 + 
1 
i 


— —  —— — —̃ 
1 
— 


= taut. ? 


— Dies 
—— » 


522 PARLIAMENTARY [ Loxyg, 


average, conſidered ſo inſufficient, that 150 ol. per annum were 
added to them out of His Majeſty's Civil Liſt. He hoped then, 


as he knew it was their wiſh, that, whenever the ſubject of inclo. 


ſures came under the conſideration of that Houſe (though it may be 
a point with them to conſider how far it conduced to the charaQter 
and credit of that Houſe that its offices ſnould be filled by perſons 
of reſpectability for abilities and connections), every idea re. 
ſpecting its officers ſhquld be kept out of conſideration, and 
the general view carried to that alone which was beneficial to the 
agricultural improvement of the country. 

The reſolutions then paſſed, and were ordered to be reported to. 
morrow. | 

Earl TEMPLE acquainted the Houſe that he had been to the 
Houſe of Lords to deſire a conference ; and that their Lorofhips 


Had agreed to it, and faid that they would receive the Commons in 


the Painted Chamber. A Committee were appointed to manage 


the conference, and the following gentlemen nominated : The Se- 


crecary at War, Ear] Temple, Mr. Buxton, Mr. Shaw Lefevre, 
Mr. Bragge, Mr. Thornton, Mr. Sturges, Mr. Long, Mr. Abbot, 
Mr. Elliſon, Mr. Browne, Mr. Williams Wynne, Mr. Hely Ad- 
dington, Mr. Coke, Mr. Tufton, Mr. Pierrepoint, and Mr. Sib- 
thorpe. 


— 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Jedneſday, May 7. 


His Royal Highneſs the Duke of CLARENCE, on ſeeing 
Lord Auckland in his place, roſe and obſerved, that he had what 
might be called an amicable difference with a noble Lord, one of the 
heads of the Poſt- office department then preſent, reſpecting a I cis 
lative propoſition at that time pending. He alluded to the bil 
purporting to be for the better prevention of the crime of adultery, 
then ordered for committal. That ſtage of the bill had been ire- 
quently poſtponed at the ſuggeſtion of the noble Lord, or ſome other 
ſupporters of the bill. He alſo underſtood the nuble Lord had de- 
clared his intention to withdraw the preſent bill As he had taken 
a deciſive part in the diſcuſſion of the queſtion, he wiſhed explicitly 
to learn, then, from the noble Lord, firſt, whether he meant to 
perſiſt in the bill? and, ſecondly, what particular day he meant © 
propole for its conſideration ? 
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Lord AUCKLAND aſſured the Royal Duke, that it was his 
firm intention to perſiſt in preſſing the adoption of the legiſlative 
meaſure alluded to. His Royal Highneſs was rightly informed 
that he (Lord A.) propoſed to withdraw the preſent bill ; but only 
with the view to propoſe one in its ſtead tending to enforce the ſame 
principle more ſtrongly, which he admitted might be done, and in 
which he had the aſſiſtance of Lords more.converſant on the ſubje& 
than himſelf. With reſpe& to the delay in bringing it forward, it 
proceeded ſolely from the great preſſure of important and unpoſt- 
ponable public buſineſs, which occupied the attention of the Houſe. 
That being now brought nearly to a cloſe, he thought he could fix 
a day ; and he then moved to diſcharge the order for going into 
a Committee on the Adultery Bill, which ſtood for Friday, and to 
renew the ſame for Tueſday next, and that their Lordſhips be ſum- 
moned for that day. Ordered. 

The order of the day for taking into conſideration the Report of 
the Committee of the whole Houſe, to whom the Reſolutions of the 
two Houſes of the Iriſh Parliament were referred, alſo the Report 
ſent up by the Houſe of Commons with their reſolutions, and an 
addreſs to His Majeſty on the ſubject, having been moved and 
read, 

Lord GRENVILLE explained, that he had a variety of alter- 
ations and amendments, chiefly verbai, to move in ſeveral of the 
Reſolutions, which were intended to render the meaſure in all its 
parts as clear and diſtin as poſſible ; and that he would move them 
one by one, as the words they referred to occurred in the courſe of 
the clerk's reading them. : 

When the clerk read the firſt article, 

The Earl of CARNARVON ſubmitted it to FP Houſes, whe- 
ther, conſidering the firſt article in the ſame light as the tile or pre- 
amble of a bill, it would not be adviſeable to poſtpone the conſi- 
deration of it till after they had gone through the remaining Reſolu- 
tions. His reaſon for ſuggeſting this, his Lordſhip ſaid, was, be- 
cauſe as the firſt reſolution ſtated that there ſhould be an Union of 
the Kingdoms of Great Britain and Ireland, it would be abſurd to 
vote that general propoſition before they had conſidered the others 
which ſtood as the proviſions of it ; to ſeveral of which, other noble 
Lords as well as himſelf had ſtrong and weighty objections. The 
reſult might therefore poſſibly be, that all of the Reſolutions except- 
ing the firſt might be thrown out, and then there would be no oc- 
calton for the firſt to be voted at all. 

Lord GREN VILLE ſaid, that voting the firſt reſolution would 
not pledge any noble Lord to vote for any one or more of the 
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others, and that whatever objections might be entertained, noble 
Lords might make them as the propoſitions that might appear to 
them to call for objection were come to; or, on the general que. 


tion to agree with the report; or, when it was moved to concur in 
the addreſs of the Houſe of Commons, 


The Earl of CARNARVON ſaid, fo as he ſhould have an op- 
portunity to offer the objections he felt to ſeveral of the reſolutions, 
and which were fo ſtrong as to have induced him rather to give u 
the Union altogether, than let paſs the violations of the Conſtitution 
which ſome of the reſolutions involved, it was indifferent to him in 

what order they were voted. 

The Duke of CLARENCE declared, that although he differed 
widely reſpecting the Union from the noble Earl; and thought it 2 
meaſure of the firſt importance to the intereſts of the empire ; yet 
he could not but be of opinion, that it would have been more con- 
venient to have poſtponed the conſideration of the firſt reſolution, 
in like manner as the conſideration of the preamble of a bill vas 
uſually poſtponed, till the other reſolutions were diſpoſed of. 

The firſt, ſecond, and third reſolutions, were voted with few or 
no amendments. 

The fourth article, which related to the repreſentation of the 
Iriſh Lords and Commons in the United Parliament, was then 
propoſed. 

To this reſolution Lord GREN VILLE obſerved, 
have ſome amendments to propoſe. 

When that part of the reſolution was arrived at, which goes to 
enable Iriſh Peers of the united Kingdom to fit in the Commons 
Houſe of the united Parliament, diveſting them during ſuch time of 
all the privileges of Peers, &c. ; 

The Earl of CARNARVON roſe and oppoſed the clauſe, as 
militating againſt the fundamental principles of the Britiſh Conſſi- 
tution, and threatening to undermine its ſtrongeſt bulwark. The 
Britiſh Conſtitution he underſtood to conſiſt of a King and two 
Houſes of Parliament, who were cqually repreſentatives of the 
Nation at large, and conſervators of its intereſts. The Commons 
were not alone the repreſentatives of the People, though directly 
elected by a part of them. Lach individual Member repreſented 
not only the place which eleQed him, but virtually the whole Na- 
tion. So it was with the Peers of the Realm; they in like manner 
. repreſented the Nation. The neceſſity, therefore, of keeping the 
different ſpecies of repreſentation clear and diſtin, as well as the 
peculiar dignity of the Peerage, was clear and obvious. The Feers 
of Great Britain was a branch of the Legiſlature, formed upon ſuch 
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prineiples, and inveſted with ſuch powers, as were peculiar to the 
Britiſh Conſtitution ; it formed its diſtinguiſhing charaQeriſtic, and 
rendered it the envy and admiration of all the world. It was by 
the ſtrength and ſtability afforded by this branch of the Legiſlature, 
that the Conſtitution was enabled to parry the various attacks made 
againſt it, and recently to ſtand the ſhocks which emanated from the 
convulfions of a neighbouring country, and to preſerve its own 
limited monarchy. But the effects of the obnoxious clauſe in 
queſtion would be, to confound the branches of the Legiſlature, to 
weaken the energies of the Conſtitution, and to organize an eternal 
conteſt between Prerogative and Privilege. The regulation would 
only operate injurioufly on the Conſtitution of the united Kingdom. 
By the propoſed keeping up of the Iriſh nominal Peerage, the reaf 
Iriſh Peers would eventually be disfranchiſed ; the new ereations 
would entirely be Engliſh ; and the election of repreſentatives of 
the Iriſh Peerage would take place in London by Engliſh Peers. 
In this view of its operation, he trembled for the Britiſh Conſti- 
tution, which he was not inclined to infringe, even for the Union. 
Much better would it be to adhere cloſely to the precedent of the 
Scotch Union ; but as this article was propoſed, the moſt violent 
and romantic reformer could ſuggeſt nothing more fatal to the Con- 
ſtitution. The plan adopted at the Scotch Union, with reſpe& to 
its Peerage, was admirably calculated for complete Union. That 
body of men would naturally, in proceſs of time, become extinct, 
and ſo far no traces of former diſunion between the countries would 
exiſt, In the caſe of Ireland, as it was propofed, that could never 
be the caſe : the Peerage regularly kept up would always form a 
diſtin body of men appertaining to a particular part of the empire, 
and ſo far preſerve national diſtinctions, which, in cafe of complete 
Union, ſhould be done away as much as poſſible, Under theſe 
impreſſions, he propoſed an amendment, That all that part of the 


article enabling the Iriſh Peers to fit in the Commons Houſe of the 
United Parliament, &c. be left out. 


The queſtion being put, 


Lord HAY (Earl of Kinnovr) roſe and delivered his ſenti- 
ments upon the general queſtion of the Union at ſome length, which 
were decidedly in favour of the meaſure. He ſaid, he had not the 
ſmalleſt doubt but that it would prove a ſource of- the greateſt ad- 
vantage and benefit to both countries, by conſolidating the ſtrength 
of the empire, which muſt effect the ſal vation of Ireland. He grate- 
fully acknowledged the great happineſs and increaſed proſperity 
which Scotland had enjoyed in conſequence of the Union ; but he 


thought the ſuffering the Peers of Ireland once choſen to fit in that 
| I 
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Houſe, to hold their ſeats for life, a great improvement over that 
part of the Union of Scotland, by which the. Scotch Peers were 
only to fit for a temporary period, and go back at the end of each 
Parliament to a new election. His Lordſhip ſaid he would not 
then propoſe any new meaſure to alter that part of the Scotch Bill 
of Union; but though not immediately connected with the elee— 
tion of Scotch Peers himſelf, fitting in that Houſe in his own 
right as a Britiſh Peer, yet out of fairneſs to the Scotch Peers he 
might at a future day perhaps bring forward ſome propoſition on 
that ſubject. With regard to the queſtion under conſideration, it 
certainly appeared to him to be a violent infringement of the Conſii- 
tution, (and extremely liable to great danger at a diſtance of time, 


when the Government might not be in ſuch good hands as at pre- 


ſent,) to ſuffer Peers of the realm to fit in the Houſe of Commons; 
he therefore ſhould think it his duty to join with the noble Earl in 
his motion to omit that part of the reſolution which enabled Peers 
of Ircland to fit in the other Houſe of Parliament. 

Lord ROMNEY faid, he roſe under peculiar difficulty and 
embarraſſment. He had in the Committee divided for the reſolu- 
tion as it ſtood ; but from what he had that day heard, he really 
thought the danger to the Conſtitution ſo great, that unleſs his noble 
relation (Lord Grenville) would aſſure him that the Parliament ef 
Ireland dcemed the propoſition abſolutely neceſſary, and would not 
agree to the Union without it ſtood a part of the article, he was in- 
_ clined to vote with the noble Earl for his amendment. Lord Rom- 
ney faid, ſince he came into the Houſe it ſtruck him that an option 
ought to be given to the Iriſh Peers to wave their privileges of 
Peerage during their lives, (for they could not wave the rights of 


their ſons and ſueceſſors,) and ſo capacitate themſelves to be choſen - 


into the Houſe of Commons, or to preſerve and enjoy their privi- 
leges of Peerage ; ſuch an option might ſolve the difficulty. 

Lord GREN VILLE faid, that, in the formation of fo great a 
a meaſure as the Union, it was impoſſible to proceed a ſingle ſtep 
without trenching upon the Conſtitution; that ſcarcely any legiſ- 
lati ve meaſure could be accompliſhed without in ſome degree vio- 
lating the Conſtitution ; but that the true policy was, to violate it 
in no greater extent than abſolute ncecſſity required, and to take car? 
that it ſhould be as guardedly donc, and with as little probability of 
producing a miſchievous effet, as poſſible. In the preſent calc, 
the Union with Scotland was the precedent ſtudiouſly held in view; 
but were that mcaſure now to be brought about, with how much 
greater force, with how much ſtronger arguments might not his 
noble relation exclaim againſt the violation of the Conſtitution that 
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the meaſure of that Union involved? By the Union of Scotland 
the hereditary Peerage of that Houſe was broke in upon, and an 
clective and repreſentative Peerage introduced and mixed with 
them; and yet all the great Stateſmen who carried that meaſure 
into effect thought it the moſt expedient means of putting it in exe- 
cution. They certainly were aware that it was an infringement of 
the Conſtitution, but that the meafure could no otherwiſe be 
brought about. In the propoſed Union with Ireland that error 
was corrected, becauſe the twenty-eight Peers of Ireland, once 
eleaed from among their own body, were to hold their ſeats by the 
ſame tenure as their Lordſhips did, viz. for their lives. With re- 
gerd to the Engliſh gentlemen who had been favoured by His Ma- 
jeſty with the honour of an Iriſh Peerage, in proportion as the ſitu- 
ation of the Peers of Ireland who were to fit in that Houſe by 
election was improved and rendered preferable to that of the Scotch 
Peers, ſo was the ſituation of the Engliſh-Triſh Peers deteriorated. 
Becauſe the Engliſh-Iriſh Peers ſtood no chance of being elected to 
repreſent the Peerage of Ireland; and it would be hard to exclude 
them from all exerciſe of legiſlative functions. With this view it 
was that they were to be ſutfered to remain capable of eleCtion to 
the Houſe of Commons as they were at preſent ; nor could he ſee, 
his Lordſhip ſaid, how their being continued to fit in that Houſe 
was more likely to prove dangerous to the Conſtitution, or give it 
more weight of Peerage, than had as yet been the caſe. In all the 
warm and eloquent eulogiums on the Britiſh Conſtitution that they 
had heard, he joined as fincerely as any man ; and in framing the 
articles under conſideration, as much regard had been paid to the 
Conſtitution, and as much zeal and attention evinced moſt cau- 
tiouſly to avoid tampering with it unneceffarily, as the ability and 
judgment of thoſe to whoſe lot it fell to frame the articles could 
poſſibly evince, Noble Lords, however, in candour and juſtice 
muſt admit, that, to form the article of ſo large and complicated a 
meaſure as the Union propoſed, was a taſk extremely arduous and 
difficult. A great variety of contrary and jarring intereſts were to 
be conciliated and brought to agree to it; whence it became matter 
of peculiar delicacy ſo to manage and contrive that they might 
ſatisfy one ſet of intereſts, without offending ſome other of the many 
they had to reconcile. With regard to all the apprehenſions of 
confuſion that it was imagined would enſue from letting Peers of the 
Realm fit in the Houſe "of Commons, ſuch apprehenſions might 
have applied if the Peers of Ireland were to ſit there and ſtill exer- 
ciſe the rights of Peers, in like manner as had been the caſe of 
France, when the Tiers Etats aſſembled, which was made up of a 
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anotley mixture of individuals holding and exerciſing different 
Fights and different privileges: but in the preſent propoſition. ag 
proviſion was made to guard againſt the danger of ſuch an unnitura] 
and heterogeneous Aſſembly of Roturiers and Nobleſſe; ſince thoſe 
Iriſh Peers, who were to fit in the Houſe of Commons if choſen 
by Britiſh Conſtituents, were to fit there as Commoners, and to 
exerciſe only the capacity of Commoners during their lives. He 
wiſhed every noble Lord, therefore, who felt and meant to ſupport 
the ſame objection as had been ſtarted by his noble relation, would 
hold in his mind that it became indiſpenſably neceſſary, on prinei- 
ples of juſtice, -in framing the Union, to take care that ſuch Irifh 
Peers as were not choſen repreſentative Peers of Ireland, and thence 
entitled to ſeats in that Houſe, ſhould not be utterly excluded from 
the poſiibility of becoming - legiſlators, but might have the chance 
of enjoying that honour, if they choſe to accept it on the conditions 
provided in the article. 
Lord ROMNEY ſaid, in conſequence of the explanation his 
noble relation had given, he ſhould continue to vote, as he had 
done, for the reſolution as it ſtood. 
Lord MULGRAVE ſaid, that highly as he reſpeRed the opinion 
of his noble friend {Lord Grenville), he felt himſclf obliged to di- 
ſent from it on the preſent occaſion, From the principles u hich he 
avowed, and which he ſupported in his political cunduò, he hopcd 
that he ſhould never differ; but he mizht, without differicg trum 
him in principles, ditient from the cunciutions which he deduced 
from them. The general meaſure of the Union with Ireland met 
his higheſt approbation, and the general tenor of the reſolutions ap- 
-peared to him juſt and conſtitutional. Part of the propoſition now 
-under confideration he could not approve of ; but at the ſame time 
he would not oppoſe it, if it were proved to him that it was neceſ- 
ſary for the ſucceſs of the general meaſure. On the other hand, if, 
as appeared to him to be the caſe, it contained a direct violation of 
the Conſtitution, and threatened its deſtruction, if this evil and this 
danger were unneceſſarily encountered and incurred, he hoped that 
he would be juſtified in oppoſing it as it now ſtands; By the Con- 
ſtitution of this Country the Houſe of Lords is a permanent) 
hereditary body, differing from the Houſe of Commons in this 
-efſential point, that its Members poſſeſs their ſeats in their own 
right; and have an unalienable title received from their anceſtots, 
or conferred upon themſelves, which they will tranſmit to their de- 
* Acendants as forming a part of the Legiſlature of the Country; 
...  whercas the Members of the Houſe of Commons have no perma- 
"0 nent intereſt in the Legiſlature, nor perſonal right to form part of it. 
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From this Conſtitution of the Houſe of Lords, there certainly was a 
deviation in the caſe of the Scotch Union, when fixteen Scotch Peers 
were admitted to fit in the Houſe, whoſe right is granted them by 
election, and only continues for one Parliament. But the framers 
of that Union appear to have been anxious to make the deviation 
from the Conſtitution of the Country as ſmall as poſſible, con- 
ſiſtently with carrying the meaſure into effect. And had this been 
all the deviation from the Conſtitution which the preſent article pro- 
poſed, he would not have oppoſed it ; becauſe he thought it was un- 
avoidable, in the meaſure of Union, that the Members of the Houſe 
may not be increaſed fo far as to give any inconvenience to delibera- | 
tion, and that the number of Peers from each country may be in 
ſome meaſure proportioned to their reſpeAive population, power, 
and wealth. But what can be ſaid in defence either of the 
propriety or neceſſity of ſuch a direct and open violation of all the 
principles of the Conſtitution as is propoſed in that part of the 
article which allows Iriſh Peers, by the Union become Peers of the 
united Kingdom, to be Members of the Houſe of Commons as 
Commoners of England?“ This he conceived to be forming a 
ſchiſm in the Peerage of Ireland, and to be degrading a number of 
its Peers into the rank of Commoners of England. The Houſe of 
Peers is intended by the Conſtitution to mediate between the power 
of the Crown and the influence of the People in the Houſe of 
Commons; to defend the prerogative of the one, and to maintain 
the liberties of the other, againſt the encroachments of either. But, 
by this article, Commoners of England who are Peers of Ireland 
may, in the firſt inſtance at leaſt, vote by proxy in the election of 
the repreſentatives of the Iriſh Peerage in'the Houſe of Peers of the 
united Kingdoms, and muſt eſtabliſh a popular influence in the Houſe 
of Peers: and if at any future time there ſhould be any conteſt be- 
tween the Crown and the People as repreſented in the Houſe of 
Commons, theſe Iriſh Peers, inſtead of being intereſted in and con- 
nected with the Houſe of Peers, which ought to mediate between 
the contending parties, will be connected with and intereſted in the 
ſucceſs of that party of which they are the repreſentatives. Lord 
Mulgrave argued this point at ſome length, and enforced the un- 
conſtitutionality and the total want of neceſſity for the meaſure. 
He concluded with expreſſing his approbation of the amendment 
moved by Lord Carnarvon. | 
Lord HOLLAND ſaid, he would not enter upon that part of 
the amendment which related to the Iriſh Peers being allowed to ſit 
in the Houſe of Commons as Commoners of Great Britain. I his 
had already reccived full diſcuſſion, and, in his opinion, the argu- 
Vol. XI. * 
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ments were wholly, on one fide of the queſtion. But he camveivel 
that there was another part of the amendment moved by the noble 
Lord which had not been much infiſted upon, continuing the power 
in the Crown of creating Iriſh Peers after the Union, which wa; 


equally deſerving of attention. Upon this article the noble Secre. 


tary of State had made one of the moſt eloquent and convincing ſa. 
tires he had ever heard. He repreſented, in very impreſſive terms, 
the hard ſituation of the Iriſh Peers who will not be Members of 
this Houſe. Then why continue a power in the Crown of placing 
more perſons in this hard fituation? Lord Holland adverted to 
ſome other obſervations of Lord Grenville, and endeavoured to turn 
them againſt the concluſion which they were meant to ſupport. He 
then proceeded to conſider the propriety of the manner in which the 
Iriſh Peers were propoſed to be introduced into the Houſe of Peers 
of the United Kingdoms ; he enlarged on the inconſiſtency of their 
being Repreſentatives of any number of Conſtituents, and at the 
ſame time the Conſtituents having no controul over the Repreſcn- 
tatives, becauſc they are elected for life. 

The LORD CHANCELLOR aid, that Iriſh Peers fitting in 
the United Houſe of Commons as Britiſh Commoners, was no 
greater violation of the Conſtitution than their fitting as Members 
of the Britiſh Houſe of Commons at preſent. He inſiſted upon the 
hardſhips which, if this regulation were not agreed to, would be 
impoſcd upon many Engliſh families who had, on account of ſer- 
vices performed to their country, been honoured with Iriſh Peer- 
ages, and ſome of whom had, for centuries after this promotion 
had taken place, ſat as Members of the Britiſh Houſe of Com- 
mons for ſome of the moſt reſpeQable counties and boroughs in Eng- 
land. Beſides, he did not ſee that an Iriſh Peer fitting in the Houſe 
of Commons of the United Kingdoms would produce any confuſion 
in ranks, or any diflonance, between one part of the Peerage and 
another. They would, while they ſat in the Houſe of Commons, 
be merely in the condition of an Engliſh. Baronet or ſimple Gentle. 
man ; they would rank as, Commaners, enjoy only the privileges 
of Commoners, and, in gaſe of erimes, be tried as Commoners. 
He therefore ſaw no ground of objection to the propoſed regulation. 

Lord SOMERS. ſaid, that what the noble Secretary of State had 
ſaid in explanation had fully ſatisfied his mind upon the ſubje in 


queſtion ; be ſhould, therefore vote for the Reſolurion as it ſtood. 


Lord BOLTON ſaid, whathag fallen from the noble Secretary 
of State, and from the noble. and learned Lord, made it unne- 


ceſſary for him go ſay, more tan 3, yery fem words. . He thought 


the words of the propoſitivn, if well examined, came very near the 
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option ſuggeſted by the noble Lord near Mea (Lord Romney) ; * 
ive that-the being enabled to fit in the Houſe of "Commons was 4 pri- 
oble vilege that the Engliſh-Triſh Peers ought to Have; as it was pot 
wer likely that they ſhould be choſen to repreſent the Peerage in Ireland, 
Was but only thoſe ancient Peers of Ireland who bad local intereſts/and 


cre. connections in Ireland by their long refidence and Hrge eſtates in 
; fa. that kingdom. Lord Bolton deelared he would: Tupport vc þropo- 
ms, ſrion as it Rood in the Reſol uin. 

s of Lord HOBART argued at Tome length àgainſt tlie propoſed 
eing amendment ; and inſiſted that from the full and deliberate' conſi- 
d to deration which the Iriſh Parliament had given to the Refofutions, 
urn we had no reaſon to conclude that the Houſe of Peers had kaſtily, 
He and without adverting to the conſequentes, agreed to the propoſition 
the that the Iriſh Peers who ſhall not be' Members of the Hvuſe of 
ers Peers of the United Kingdoms, may ſit as Repreſentatives of Great 
heir Britain in the United Houſe of Commons. They had apprehended 
the no danger to the Peerage from this article of the Reſolutions, and 
ſen. there was therefore little hope of alteration in it if it were ſent 


back to them, The Houſe of Lords'i in Ireland had given their 
in voice in favour of the ' Union, while the Houſe of Commons, fur 
no want of due deliberation, oppoſed it. They then naturally enough 
ers thought that it might be an inducement in the Houſe of Commons 
the 
be 


to accede to the meaſure, to reſerve to the Crown the power of ere- 
ating Triſh Peers after the Union, becauſe this would hold out to 


er- diſtinguiſhed Iriſh Commoners the proſpect that they might yet be 
er- admitted to the honours of the Peerage” of their country. He con. 
ion cluded with giving his ſupport to the Reſvlation.” wo Se 
m The Earl of FI FE faid, he was one of the oldeſt Members of” 
Ng- Parliament in that Houſe, though he had not fat for à ve long 
uſe period in the Houſe of Peers; bur all the 'cloquence and all the 
ion arguments he had heard in ether Houſe, or without doors, ad 
nd never perſuaded him to approve of a Parliamentary Reform; * The 
ns, meaſure propoſed by this article 'he conceived to be à great chante 
le- in the Conſtitution of Parliament, and thetefore it could never meet 
ges his approbation. He adverted to and declaimied' againſt the miſer- 
TS, able fituation to which the Iriſn Peers {who could not” be Mem- 
IN. bers of that Houſe, but of the Houſe of Commons) would be te- 
ad duced, and gave his decided approbation to the amendment,” © 5 
In Earl CARNARVON and Lord RoMNEy explained. 
1 Lord CLIFTON (Eatl of DARNLE) ſaid, that n wy = 
Iry this "iticle tended to form a' Clafs of perſons ie woull $0 4 
je- anomaly in the Conſtitution of the eountty. On actottht 5 die: 


ht goiieral impottanct of "thc meaſure of Union, he did not n 4 
he „ ns honi-mgy * i 42 R 
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oppoſe the article at preſent; but he hoped that, before the meafur 
finally paſſed, care would be taken by the Parliaments of the two 
kingdoms to prevent this anomaly being introduced. 

The Earl of HILSBOROUGH (Marquis of DOW NSHIRF 
in Ireland) aſſerted his own independence, and his attachment to the 
Conſtitution. This article, as it now ſtood, appeared to him cal. 
culated to produce an effect injurious to the Conſtitution of his 
Country. He ſhould therefore give his vote to the amendment 
propoſed by the noble Earl. 

The Houſe then divided. Againſt the amendment, 48; for i it, 11. 
Majority, 36. 

Lord RADNOR deelared himſelf a warm friend to an Union 
with Ireland ; he had long wiſhed for this event, though he had 
often deſpaired to ſee its accompliſhment. It was for this reaſon 
that he had voted againſt the Commercial Propoſitions, becauſe he 
was apprehenſive, if carried, they would have retarded, it not pre- 
vented the ſucceſs of this meaſure. So anxious did he feel upon 
this ſubject, that he would ſooner give his vote for articles which 
might be abſurd in themſelves, than, by objecting to them, defeat 
the object of Union, in itſelf ſo deſirable. His Lordſhip then ob- 
1 ected to the clauſe which empowered His Majeſty by creation to 

eep up the Iriſh Peerage to the number of 100. The tendency 


of this was to render the Union of the two kingdoms at beſt but [ 
; imperfect. He thought it would be by far more deſirable for His Lor 
; Majeſty to exerciſe his known prerogative of creating Britiſh Peers. Hou 
1 His Lordſhip having moved an amendment to leave out all that for 
f part of the Reſolution which empowered His Majeſty to create Iriſh ſibl, 
| Peers, a diviſion took place—Noes, 42; Ayes, 9. Majority, 33. to u 
i Earl FITZ WILLIAM then animadverted on that clauſe which See 
i ö reſpected the number of Placemen and Penſioners on the Iriſh Eſta- tice 
: 70 bliſhment having ſeats in the Imperial Parliament. tut! 
5 This gave riſe to a converſation, in which Lords GRENvIILE, | 
wy HosAxr, HoLLanD, Earl FirzwiLLIAM, and the LokD ſon 
f. | CHANCELLOR Nay took part, which ended without à cee 
| N 6 diviſion. dot 
4 5 Earl FITZ WILLIAM then moved to leave out that part of Pre 
Ft 1 the 6th article which permitted the exportation of the raw material the 
11 | of | Britiſh wool to Ireland. Upon this another diviſion took place: of 
40 — Againſt the amendment, 40; for it, 4. Majority, 36. 100 
7 "i The Earl of CARNARVON, on the reading of the 7th article, thi 
„ obſerved, that many of the amendments were ſuch, from the rap!- . 
"I dity in which they had followed 'each other, that he could not Pre- re 


ndl to undeiſtand them, Hfe therdfore tioye hr at al Events © BY TV 


lace: 


tiole, 
rapi- 
pre- 
fits it 
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vas intended by the noble Secretary of State to proceed no further 
than through the amendments, and that the addreſs ſhould be poſt- 
poned to a future day; but if the addreſs ſhould be moved to-night, 
he ſhould find himſelf under the neceſſity of recapitulating all the 
arguments he had uſed againſt the Union ; for he thought he could 
do no leſs if this buſineſs was thus endeavoured to be precipitated 
through the Houſe. He complained that he had no means of un- 
derſtanding all the amendments which had been gone through to- 
night, and therefore they ought to be printed, and a further day 
given for the conſideration of them. 

Lord GREN VILLE ſaid, it was a little hard that there fhould 
be imputed to him any attempt to precipitate any part of this pro- 
ceeding, when the truth was, and ſo their Lordſhips muſt feel it, 
that the whole matter had undergone ample diſcuſſion and mature 
deliberation. The amendments hitherto adopted by che Houſe to- 
night were chiefly of a verbal nature; theſe, however, he had 
ſtated ſo loudly, that he had ſtrained his voice conliderably in ſtating 
them. He was not aware that any further delay in the progrefs of 
this proceeding was neceflary. If there was any deſire in the Houſe 
for having a future day for another diſcuſſion, he perſonally could 
have no objection, but he muſt confeſs that he ſaw no inconvenience 
in concluding this buſineſs to-night. 

Lord CARNARVON ſaid, that the amendments to which their 
Lordſhips had agreed to-night, were the amendments of the other 
Houſe, and had never been before their Lordſhips till this evening; 
for which reaſon, whatever theſe amendments were, it was impoi- 
ſible, he conceived, for their Lordſhips, certainly impoſſible for him, 
to underſtand them at all: he made no complaint againſt the noble 
Secretary of State perſonally ; but he was complaining of the prac- 
tice of paſſing with ſuch rapidity a meaſure of ſo immenſe conſti- 
tutional importance as this. 

Lord HOLLAND ſaid, he had nothing to urge againſt the per- 
ſonal conduQ of the noble Secretary of State in any part of this pro- 
ceeding ; on the contrary, he thought it was marked with great can- 
dour and laudable diligence ; but he muſt object to the mode now 
propoſed, as being inconſiſtent with the practice of Parliament in 
the moſt revered times which we had any account of in the hiſtory 
of our Conſtitution. He alludgd to the time that was uſually al- 
lowed between, the ſtages of all important buſineſs : he was ſorry 
Mat of late years this practice had been too much relaxed. 

Lord GREN VILLE faid, he was Rill of the opinion he had al- 
nah expreſſed upon this ſubject; but fince it was now made a 


ſubje& of complaint that. ſufficient time vas not allowed, he was 
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efirous of taking aw ay all 2 or — for ſuch a complain, 
He believed there would be time between the preſent and an early 
hour to- morrow for printing theſe amendments, when the Whole 
might be laid before their Lordſhips ; and then he ſhould: propoſe at 
adgreſs to His Majeſty. The rraſon he had for urging this dil. 
patch. he had no difficulty in ſtating to the Houſe : it was to enable 
His Majeſty to direct a communication to be made to the Parlia. 
ment of the ſiſter kingdom on this ſubject with as little delay as 
poſſible after its meeting an object which ohe had no doubt would 
appear to their Lordſhips an important one. He ſhould, therefore, 
now only propoſe, that the amendments ſhould be gone through to- 
night ; that their Lordſhips might meet "to-morrow morning at 
eleven o'clock, when he ſhould, without any ca N an ad- 
dreſs to His Majeſty. 
The amendments were then agreed to, and all the jeſotutitn 
adopted. | 
Lord GREN VILLE then faid, that the courſe he ſhould pro- 
poſe was, that the amendments now made by their Lordſhips in 
their own Reſolutions, be made alſo in the Refolutions communi- 
cated at the conference with the Commons to their Lordſhips; 
that he ſhould move that a meſſage be ſent to the Commons to- 
morrow, informing them the. Houſe had agreed to the amendments 
of the Reſolutions of that Houfe, with ſeveral other amendments, 
to which they defired the concurrence of that Houſe. This his 
Lordſhip moved, and the Houſe adopted. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Wedneſday, May 7. 


The bill for improving the entrance into the city of London 
by the way of Temple Bar, was read a third time and paſſed. | 
Mr. ABBOT aid, that in conſequence of what had paſſed in the 
Committee of yeſterday to whom the Report from the Sele& Com- 
mittee on a General Incloſure Bill was referred, he was about to 
call for "that ſtatement which was deemed to be. ſo neceſſary, 282 
prelilminary to the further proceedings on the bill: he would theres" 
fore move for a ſtatement of the ner produce of the fees and envib+' 
ments of clerks and their aſſiſtants atterding the Houſe of Com-) 
mons for the laſt ten years, diſtinguiſbingr cagh,year, Ordedd. N 
mf ROSE moved the order. of. the, Föhn lülbe bill forithe 


peffef ating and adjuſting be Rates of. Hackngy Coaches: The 
Nas into A Code he Rata Mr. Roſe then ro- 
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poſed in che Committee an addition of 6d. to every fare where 2s. 
were now paid; that 1s. be paid for one mile, inſtead of one mile 
and 2 quarter ; that for every additional half mile there ſhould be 
paid 6d. and ſo in proportion; that inſtead of 1 4s. 6d. the preſent 
rate for a day's hire, there ſhould be paid 18s. and that when the 
coach went beyond the ſtones, there ſhould be an additional 6d. for 
every half mile. He alſo ſuggeſted fome alterations to be made 
in the price paid for keeping hackney coaches in waiting ; all of 
which were adopted by the Committee. | 

Sir J. W. ANDERSON moved two clauſes ; one for autho- 
riſing the Commiſſioners to ſuſpend the licenſe of ſuch owners of 
hackney coaches as did not keep them in perfect repair ; - and to 
appoint inſpectors, who ſhould from time to time give in an ae- 
count of the fate and condition of hackney coaches, in order that 
none might be permitted to ply but ſuch as were clean, ſafe, and 
comfortable. The other, for compelling coachmen to accept a fare 
when offered to them, though-they ſhould not be on the ſtand ; and 
that, on their conviction that on the time of its being offered they 
were not engaged, they ſhould be ſubject to a penalty. The object 
of this clauſe was to prevent hackney coachmen from drawing off 
the ſtand on an emergency, ſuch as under a ſhower, &c. &c. and 
then letting their coaches to the higheſt bidders, in order to evade 
the ordinary proviſions. 

Theſe clauſes were ordered to make part of the bill, 

Mr. MAINWARING alfo propoſed two claufes : One for 
obliging the owners of hackney coaches to enter the names and 
places of abode of the perſons who drove for, them, and alſo the 
names of the watermen who attended on their coaches, in a book to 
de kept by the Commiſſioners ; and another clauſe more particu- 
larly affeQing that deſcription of perſons called watermen, with 
which deſcription of perfons he did not imagine the Houſe were 
much acquainted. ' This ctauſe he particularly brought forward, at 


the ſuggeſtion and ſolicitation of the Coach- maſters, the object of 


which was to make it unlawful for any perſon to act as watermen 


Fithout being authorized by the Commiſſioners ſo to do; and more 


eſpecially to prevent the abuſes and inconveniences which ariſe 


from eoachmen leaving their coaches in the ſtreets to be ſuperin- 3 
tended dy the  wateriricn, wn, themſelves went to indulge j in ale- 5 


boufag) , 967 16) nent 00; 
Mr. BaAd CE and Mr. Matrix objecded to the latter, clauſe, 


as paſning the regulations'too far; inaſmuch as they went to placs... 
= < creamy of oh ber 6hs nor eohnefed with hackney coachmen,. ; 


—— Cothimimoners in that department. 
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Mr. MainwarinG proved that the watering men were 
employed and paid by the hackney coachmen ; and that therefore 
they ought to be held in the light of their ſervants, and conſequently 
be liable to the ſame controul. 

The two clauſes were then agreed to, and ordered to make part 
of the Bill. After which the Report was ordered to be received to- 
morrow. | 

Mr. SHAW LEFEVRE reported from the Committee of the 
whole Houſe, to whom it was referred to conſider of the Report 
which was made from the Select Committee appointed to conſider 
of the moſt effectual means of facilitating, under the authority of 
Parliament, the incloſure and improvement of the waſte lands, &e. 
in this kingdom, the Reſolutions which the Committee had direQed 
him to report to the Houſe ; which he read in his place, and after- 
wards delivered in at the table, as follow : 

« Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that, in 
order to promote the cultivation and improvement of the waſte, un- 
incloſed, and unproductive lands, commons, common arable fields, 
meadows, and common of paſture in this kingdom, it may be expe- 
dient to adopt ſuch regulations as would diminiſh the expence of 
ineloſing and improving the ſame, under the authority of Parlia- 
ment. 

« Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that, in 
order to diminith the expence of bills of incloſure, it may be expe- 
dient that regulations ſhould be adopted, by the two Houſes of 
Parliament, for the admiſſion of affidavits, authenticated by the 
certificate of one or more Magiſtrates, as ſufficient evidence of the 
notices, the conſents, and the allegations in the preamble of ſuch 
bills, inſtead of the parole evidence now required, unleſs where the 
latter ſhould appear at the time to be neceſſary from particular cir- 
cumſtances, | 

&« Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that, for 
the ſame purpoſe, it may be expedient that a general law ſhould be 
paſſed, compriſing all ſuch proviſions as by experience have been 
found neceſſary in moſt bills of incloſure ; to which all ſuch bills in 
future might refer. f 

« Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that, in 
order to diminiſh other expences incidental to bills of ineloſure, it 
may be expedient that proviſion ſhould be made in ſuch general 
law, for taxing the charges of the Solicitor, regulating the conduct 
of the Commiſſioners, and preventing any unneceſſary delay in Car- 
trying ſuch bills into effect. 5 | | 
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7.4 Reſolved; That it is the opinion of this Committee, thatz in 
the cafe of ſmall ineloſures not exceeding; 300 acres, it may; bg 
enpedierit to provide, that ſuch bills ſhould: be conſidered as to the 
payment of fees only as ſingle bills; and that thoſe for the inclo- 
ſure of ſmaller tracts of land, not exceeding one hundred acres, 
ſhould be ſubject only to the payment of half the fees due on a 
ſingle bill: the admeaſurement in both caſes to be proved in the 
ſame manner as is nn by mp a reſolution 2 no- 
tices and conſent s.. 

Ordered, that the ſaid Report be den into farther conſideration 
oo Monday morning nen. ie. 15 


- . 
* —— 


HOUSE 0b LORDS. a 


Thurſday, May 8. 


Lord GRENVILLE, after à few introductory obfervatichs? 
moved, that the words 40 Lords Spiritual and Temporal” be in- 
ſerted in the blank ſpace left with the addrefs communicated to 
their Lordſhips by the Houſe of Commons. N 

Lord BOLTON took A view of the relative fituatioh 
of Great Britain and Ireland, and adverted particularly to the 
celebrated commercial propoſitions offered to the ſiſter kingdom i in 


1785, when he was Secretary to the Duke of Rutland, its then 


Lord Lieutenant. In this part of his fpeech he pronounced a 
ſplendid and well-merited eulogium on the character of that noble- 
man. The ill ſucceſs of the propoſitions he attributed chiefly to 
the circumſtance of their being introduced premarurely, on the com- 
mencement of that noble Duke 8 adminiſtration. The people of 
Ireland, ignorant of his character, and conſequently regarding him 
with a jealous eye, ſuſpedded the fincerity of his profefſions. Had 
time been allowed to unfold his chafagter; had they known his 
ſpirit, his candour, his liberality of ſentiment,” and tis many other 
virtues, which they afterwards experienced, and to which they were 
now ready to bear ample teſtimony, © he had no doubt but they 
would have gladly embraced the meaſure, from à conſciouſneſs that 
he was incapable of recommending as a boon; what'he conceived in 
his heart to be an injury. On the ſame principle he thought the 
oppoſition to the preſent meaſure might not be totally free from 
Prejudice. It was extraordinary to him that many, from whoſe 
rank and ſitüation he Would“ have expected a conttaty coridu, 
ſhould be found amongſt thoſe who marked it with their difappto-, 
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bation; but while he | gave them full credit for the pbrity and Inte. 
Frith of their intentions, he had no doubt that experience would 
yet "find them among its warmeſt ſupporters. Hts Lordſhip con- 
Auded, by deelaring it to be his opinion, that the Union would be 


'mibtually advantageous to both Kingdoms. 


Tord FITZ WI LLIAM declared, that no man more cordially 


\withed for a complete Union Fetch the two countries than he 


did; and the preſent queſtion. WAS, » Whether this was ſuch an Union 
as was likely to cement the affeQions of the people, or whether i 


'was not more calculated to divide and ſeparate them? Previous to 
coming to any cone luſion on this fact, his Lordſhip went into an 
inveſtigation of the ſeveral artieles, every one of which, he inſiſted, 


ſerved to prove that no ſuch thing as an Union was to be eipedc 
to follow their adoption. The debts, the intereſts, the taxes of the 


: two countries, were to be ſeparate; and, in the commercial arrahge- 
ment, there was barrier upon barrier, and impediment upon ing. 
diment, in the way of a free communication between the two coun. 


tries ; and the Conftitution of Ireland was, in faQ, to be deſtroyed, 
upon the idea of projected advantages to be derived from the inertaſe 


of commerce, by the introduction of large capitals from this coun- 


try; but how it had ever entered into the mind of man that it was 
"neceſſary to deſtroy the Conſtitution, to induce the capitaliſts to 
venture their property there, he was at a lofs to conceive, becauſe 
their Executive Government was the ſame, aided by their Legifl- 
tyre, to frame laws for the ſecurity of property; and he believed 
Boone would deny that the prompt aſſiſtance of the Parliament fitting 
in Ireland had been found of the moft effential ſervice in ſuppreſſing 
the late Rebellion. Why, therefore, it was to be removed, yhat 
fesſon there was to imagine that perſons would be more inclined to 
venture cheir capital when there was no Parliament, or why every in- 
dulgence, every encouragement, and every ſuppoſed benefit, could not 
be granted mem without annihilating their Conſtitution, he was at a 
105 to imagine. On each of theſe points his Lordſhip expatiated at 
Tome length, and declared, that, upon the moſt mature conſideration, 
he was perfectly convinced in his own mind that theſe propoſitions 
were more calculated to increaſe than diminiſh the difcontent of the 
people of Treland, and that they would rather tend to a ſeparation 


| than cement a cordial affeQtion between the two countries. 


Lord CAMDEN admitted, that he was much indebted to the 


Parliament of Ireland for the aſſiſtance which he received Him 


them; but, at the ſame time, he was a friend to this meaſure. 


knew there were a number of reſpectable perſons who had uh 


oppoſed it, but whoſe oppoſition he conſidered to ariſe Hom their 
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prejudices, which would naturally die away as they perceived thei 
country begin to flouriſh. . There was no perſon. who confi re 


the ſtate of Ireland, but muſt feel that ſomething was abſolutel 
neceſſary to be done, and this Union he firmly believed to be cal- 


culated to meet and check the growing evil. He alſo dwelt upon 


the. circumſtance of the Catholic claims, which he thought would 
be more properly adjuſted in the Imperial, than the preſent local 


Parliament. ED; 
The Marquis of TOWNSEND faid, he ſhould be ungrateful 
for the attention and friendſhip he experienced in Ireland, if he 


was not warmly attached to its intereſts. He approved of an 


Union, as the moſt effeQual means of educating and civilizing the 
natives of ſome parts of that country. Even in certain parts here 
they were deficient enough, but not in an equal degree as in Ire- 
land. He himſelf knew of a place there, where an attorney and 
a publican, the ſtewards of the landlord, raiſed what contribution 
they could, without returning a fourth part to the proprietors, and 
oppreſſed the poor people, who had no magiſtrates to interfere for 
them, Did he not think the meaſure a beneficial one, no power 
under Heaven ſhould induce him to vote for it. „ 


The Earl of WESTMORLAND 


ND. declared himſelf decidedly 
in favour of the Union. He tqok. a general view of the 
diſtractions, religious and political, which for ſome years paſt had 
agitated Ireland: thoſe he thought were almoſt unavoĩdable under 
the exiſting ſyſtem. of government in that country, and, of courſe, 
to be finally removed only by the expedient of a Legiſlative Union 
with this country... No ſmall portion of this was, to be attributed 


to the ſucceſſive change of Chief Governgrs—men aften of very 


different views and principles, and who'of courſe were actuated by 
thoſe in their reſpeQive, adminiſtrations. ' He admitted that a fe- 
ſpeQable party in Ireland, and a number of well-intentioned per- 


ons, were hoſtile to the Union 3, but the greater, part of this hoſti- 


lity proceeded from prejudice, want. of information, or the influence 
and exertions of the evil-minded and deſigning + but all the traitor- 


ous and diſaffected in that country were .to 3 man oppoſed to the 


Union, and for an obyious reaſgn-—thar. it would annihilate their 
htm, and. render all their deſigns abortive : that eonfideration 
alone ſhould be a ſtrong, recommendation-of the meaſure of Union. 
;The great. gueſlion. of. the, Catholic clyims could alſo be finally ſer- 
fy bao nie keene hich Seren ald tend muph 
eee een en party, As Catholic Emap- 
cation, was, one of their pretexts, and proved a ſtrong engine .in 
their, hands, ſo would it be with the hacknied topic of Parliament 
34 2 : 
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ary. Reform. On this head, with reſpect to the idea that Miniſ. 
ters, after making ſuch an innovation in the Conſtitution as would 
be done by the Union, could not conſiſtently ſet their faces again 
a Parliamentary Reform if hereafter propoſed, he denied the ap- 
plication of the argument that the Conſtitution in ſuch a caſe would 


be innovated, and ' declared his opinion, that the great bulk of the 


ſenſible part of the people, and thoſe poſſeſſed of property, were 
averſe to Parliamentary Reform; their own good ſenſe and ſober 
reflection had taught them to behold fuch a ſpeculation in its true 


light. His Lordſhip contended, that the preſent critical and diſ- 


tracted ſtate of Ireland required ſome ſtrong, deciſive, and efficacious 
meaſure for its removal; and none could be ſo aptly applied, or 
was ſo likely to produce the deſired effect, as an Incorporate and 
Legiſlative Union. He ſpoke in vindication of many of the leading 
characters in the Iriſh Legiſlature, and the ſupporters of the Union, 
and deſeribed thoſe likely to be ſent over to the United Parliament, 
as men wii would not only prove an ornament, but would be uſe- 
ful to it. With reſpe& to the idea of increaſed Miniſterial Influ- 
.ence' reſulting from the Union, he denied that ſuch a circumſtance 
was likely to take place: he inclined to think rather the con- 
trary; for, under the exiſting ſyſtem of Government in both coun- 
tries, a greater opportunity was offered to a profligate Miniſter for 
: reciprocal corruption, than could poſſibly exiſt after the Union. In 
ſupport of its neceſſity, he quoted the opinion of one of the moſt 
approved and celebrated writers on the Britiſh Conſtitution (Mr. 
"De Lolme), who ſtatcd, that one of the great reaſons why Eng- 
land preſerved its erty after the decay of other governments, 
was, that its Conititution admitted but of one Parliament, repre- 
ſenting all the people; whereas thoſe upon the Continent, in the 
latter conſtitutions, had afſemblies conſiſting of diſtin eftates, and 
with contendiog intereſts. This judicious obſervation he thought 
peculiarly applicable to the preſent meaſure, which had his decided 
« approbation. , | 
Lord KING widely differed in opinion from the noble Lord 
who had juſt ſpoken. He conſidered the meaſure in queſtion, ca- 


- ried as it had been, rather as a ſpecies of conqueſt in Ireland, where 
not only the means of corruption were uſed, but intimidation alſo. 
The precedent of the Scotch Union was much talked of; but it had 
little bearing on the preſent quzſtion, either in point of analogy, or 
as an argument as having ameliorated the ſtate of that country. 
That Scotland had been aggrandized fince that period, could not be 


denied; but this could not be attributed to the effects of the 
Union. Since the beginning of the century, Scotland, in common 
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with England and particular parts of Europe, had been mueh ag- 
grandized; but though the Union had not aggrandized Scotland, 
it had not a little increaſed the influence of the Crown in Great 
Britain. At the time of its paſſing, it was a valt acceſſion of power 
to the Miniſter of the day ; this would appear clearly from the per- 
ual of certain memoirs lately publiſhed. The creation of twelve 
Peers about that period ſtrengthened the Miniſterial influence; and 
on one occation, one of the Miniſters ſtated the cauſe of their weakneſs 
to be the accidental abſence of ſome of their friends, and the circum- 
ſtance tnat the water being aut, the Scats Lords could not get to 
n. With regard to the preſent queſtion, that the influence of 
the Crown had much increaſed within the preſent century, it was 
notorious. Such was the opinion of Blackſtone, at an early period 
of it. The introduction of the 32 Peers and 100 Commoners 
into the United Parliament, would, he thought, materially increaſe 
the influence of the Miniſter, which would be much ſtrengthened 
by the circumſtance of the Iriſh exchequer and eſtabliſhments being 
kept ſeparate. Under theſe impreſſions, he muſt certainly oppoſe 
the motion. 

Lord CLIFTON (Earl of Darnley) faid : “ My Lords, be- 
fore 1 enter upon the general queſtion now before the Houſe, allow 
me to repeat thoſe objections to a particular part of the plan of 
Union, which the more I conſider, the more I wiſh to ſee altered. 
I am very ready to admit, that, in a great and complicated arrange- 
ment of this nature, a deviation from eſtabliſhed principles 
may be abſolutely neceſſary ; and on theſe grounds I give full 
credit to thoſe who framed the Articles of Union, which appear as 
little exceptionable as the nature of the caſe will admit, except in 
that particular point to which I allude in the 4th article, which 
enables the King to retain a limited prerogative of creating Iriſh 
Peers. In my opinion, there is no reaſon for deviating from the 
precedent of the Union with Scotland in this particular inſtance, 
but every poſſible reaſon for adhering to it. It is true that the two 
caſes differ in this reſpect, that whereas the Scotch Peerages are many 
of them deſcendable to females, the Iriſh are almoſt univerſally li- 
mited to heirs-male, on which account they will be more ſpeedily ex- 
tinguiſhed : but I confeſs this appears to me rather in the light of 
an advantage, than of an evil ; for, by the gradual and certain opera- 
tion of time, it would do away every trace of ſeparation and diſtinct- 
neſs between the two countries in reſpe& of the Peerage, and fo far 


Produce that identity which we hope will reſult in every other in- 
ſance from this meaſure of Union. 
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aware of the impoſſibility of ſteering clear of all obje 


1 Lords 


— 


In ſo difficult and complicated an er am xl 
Jens which 
may be made on conſtitutional or other grounds, and that a neceſſary 


choice of difficulties muſt ſometimes occur. On this acegunt, as 1 


do not ſee the objections to it in the very ſtrong point of view in 
which it has appeared to other nable Lords, I am willing to admit 
that part of the article which allows Iriſh Peers to fit in the Houſe 
of Commons as Britiſh Members. This appears to have ſome. 
thing like neceſſity, or at leaſt of expediency, to juſtify it: it would 
indeed, according to my view of the ſubject, be extremely hard to 
deprive of their ſeats a number of Engliſh gentlemen, who have 
long been at the ſame time Iriſh Peers and Members of the Britiſh 
Houſe of Commons, and who for years, and ſome of them even 
for generations paſt, have been accuſtomed to look to ſuch a priyi- 
lege. On this ground I am diſpoſed to tolerate a temporary inno- 
vation in the Conſtitution ; but, by perpetuating a diſtin Iriſh Peer. 
age, you perpetuate alſo this inconvenience, whatever its magnitude 
may be. However, according to all conſtitutional analogy and 
principle, if you muſt preſerve to the King the prerogative of creat. 
ing Iriſh Peers after. Ireland ſhall have ceaſed to exiſt as a ſeparate 
kingdom, you ought to preſerve it inviolate, and, not without a 
ſhadow of neceſſity to juſtify you, - eſtabliſh what I cannot avoid 
thinking a dangerous precedent of innovation in the Conſtitution, 
Impreſſed with theſe conſiderations, I lament the little weight and 
authority with which I am able to urge them; and I appeal to an 


' Hluſtrious Duke, whom I now ſee in his place, and who may poſſi- 


bly in the courſe of nature one day wear the Crown of theſe 
kingdoms, and aſk. him whether he can, conſiſtently with his duty 
to that Crown, ſanction by his vote this unneceſſary violation of its 
e Haying ated theſe objeftions,,, which the more I conſid 
them, the more forcible they. appear to my mind, in the hopes that 
they may Nin lead to ſome alteratſon in this; part of, the Articles d 
Union, I ſhall not fer. any thing farther which may appear in th 
maſt remote depree.in thy Jight of oppoſition, fo ie moaſuge, wi, 
with this ſimple excagtion, in all its details, [as.yell as in its genew 
principle, meets with my moſt cordial apprgbatianz, and though ſony 
of its proviſions appear more ox leſs, abjaRivnable, they arg. nor 
withſtanding ] uſtified by the neceſſity gf the, caſe, 782 eith to un 
& The ,objeftions, which have been tnade,in ,this C0090) MI 
neither been formidable en Fer i ente ene een 
degree of correctneſs or ſucegſs. One 9 
0 


t 
rrectneſs or ſygeeſs. „ One of the moſt prominents th 
which thc noble | Lord who ſpoke laſt ( K 


rd. King) has dwelt ſo.much 


Mir .) 
oþ6n ; Har 


be materia 
analarmin 
to the preſ 
be fairly 
Union cou 
tation for 
would hav 
likely to g 
before the 
Commons 
a few for 
the electio 
Trifh repr, 
admit. 
„ The 
fide of the 
endeavour 
at your B; 
in the opi 
indeed ay 
land is lik 
manufac 
advantage 
litic and 1 
any reaſot 
is likely 
means cal 


body of r 


Mar 80 DkERBAT ES. 543 


upon; namely, chat the Conſtitution of the Houfe of Commons will 
be materially altered, and the influence of the Crown increaſed to 
an alarming degree, by the addition of one hundred Iriſh Members 
to the preſent Houſe of Commons. In anſwer to which it may 
be fairly ſtated, that, admitting, as you neceſſarily muſt, that no 
Union could take place without the introduction of ſome repreſen- 
tation for Ireland, no poſſible plan that could have been deviſed 
would have been ſo conſonant to popular principles, and ſo little 
likely to give any thing like undue influence to the Crown, as that 
before the Houſe, which ſelects from the preſent Iriſh Houſe of 
Commons all the Members for counties, with the addition only of 
a few for the principal cities and towns, and which, together with 
the election of the Peers for life, ſecures the independence of the 
Trifh repreſentatives as completely as the nature of the caſe will 
admit. 

The next conſiderable obje&ian which has been made on this 
fide of the water, comes from the wodlen manufacturers, who have 
endeavoured, by great legal ability, and moſt reſpectable evidence 
at your Bar, to eſtabliſh a caſe ; but, in my opinion, and I believe 
in the opinion ef the Houſe, with very little ſucceſs. It does not 
indeed appear that their alarms are well founded, or that Ire- 
land is likely ſoon to deprive them of their great and flouriſhing 
manufacture by the free importation of Engliſh wool, Whatever 
advantage ſhe may derive from this ſource, it would be highly impo- 
Itic and unjuſt to deprive her of it: at preſent there does not appear 
any reaſonable ground for believing that the woollen manufacture 
is likely to be transferred to Ireland, and therefore we are by no 
means called upon to accede to the wiſhes of that very reſpectable 
body of men who have petitioned againſt this part of, the Articles 
of the Union. But I wilt go farther, and declare my opinion, that 
even if they had ſueceeded in eſtabliſhing their caſe as much as 1 
think they have failed, legiſlating, as we are, for the great and per- 
manent intereſts of the whole empire, we ought not to have been 
thereby induced to favour them, at the expence of any poſſible future 
advantage whieh might accrue to Ireland. How often has their 
manufacture in particular, as well as many others, been transferred 
from one part of this ifland to the other, without any permanent 
inconvenience, or miſchief of any ſort? Nay, inſtances of the 
truth of this obſervation might be adduced ; but I will inſtance only 
the county of Kent, where the woollen manufacture firſt flouriſhed 
In England, and which is now without it, and will aſk ſuch of 
your Lordſhips as are beft acquainted with that county, whether it 
ernibits at this day any fymptoms of ſuch a loſs, or whether it is not 


' 
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at length as rich and flouriſhing as any other part of England. If, 


therefore, it could be proved ſatisfactorily that the probable conſe. 


quences of that part of the Union which allows the importation 
of Britiſh wool into Ireland was likely, in the courſe of time, to 
transfer the manufacture to that country, we ought by no means to 
be deterred, by ſuch a conſideration, from paſſing the Article as it 
now ſtands, and thereby admitting Ireland to a fair and equal par- 
ticipation of all the advantages which a community of intereſts with 
this country can give her. I 

« And now, my Lords, I truſt J fhall be permitted to take. up 
ſome of the time of the Houſe, in ſtating, as coneiſely as I am able, 
what appear to be ſufficient anſwers to the objections which have 
been urged to this great meaſure in the ſiſter kingdom. I am im- 
pelled to do ſo, not only by: the great importance of the ſubje& to 
every perſon intereſted in the general welfare of the Britiſh empire, 
but alſo becauſe it appears to me that ſuch noble Lords as, in com- 
mon with myſelf, are more immediately and locally intereſted in 
the welfare of Ireland, are in ſome degree called upon in this 
place to prove, to the beſt of their ability, that, in differing from a 
great and powerful party in that country on the ſubject of the 
Union, we are actuated by motives, and influenced by reaſons, 
which to us at leaſt appear: ſufficiently urgent to induce us to give 
our moſt hearty concurrenꝭtꝭ to a meaſure which they ſo earneſtly 
deprecate, and that in doing ſo we; are «perſuaded that we promote 
the real and ſubſtantial intereſts of Ireland. I am. ready to admit 
that the party to which 1 allude is ſtill; in point of numbers, in- 
duſtry, and ability, extremely formidable, and, in many of the in- 
dividuals who compoſe it, highly reſpectable: what proportion it 
may bear out of doors to the majority of unprejudiced and unin- 
fluenced Iriſhmen, who appear favourable to this meaſure, I will 
not attempt to decide. It is ſufficient for my preſent purpoſe that a 
conſiderable majority of the Parliament of Ireland have ſanctioned 
by their concurrence this meaſure, which the Houſe of Commons laſt 
year refuſed even to entertain. Your Lordſhips may recollect that 
I then declined entering into the diſcuſſion, becauſe it appeared to 
me leſs likely to promote the object in view, than farther. to irritate 
and inflame the Iriſh nation againſt it; The caſe is now materially 
altered, and it is become the duty of every man: to endeavour t0 
obviate thoſe objections which have been raiſed and urged with ſo 
much force and violence againft what he conceives to be eſſential to 
the ſecurity and preſervation of Ireland in particular, as well as to 
the general and permanent intereſts of the Britiſh empire. 
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The firſt grand objection, and which appears on all occaſions 
to have been placed in the front of the battle, as beſt calculated to 
excite the feelings of national prejudice and miſtaken national pride, 
is, that an Union with Great Britain will be a ſurrender of Iriſh 
independence. / 

« To appreciate fully the weight of this objection, it will be ne- 
ceſſary, in the firſt place, to conſider whether this boaſted and fa- 
vourite independence be real or imaginary, or whether, if it be real, 
it is alſo beneficial. For this purpoſe I ſhall not tire the patience 
of the Houſe by going back to the early periods of the connection 
between the two countries, or enter into the details of a hiſtory 
which muſt be familiar to your Lordſhips. Suffice it to ſay, that 
the policy of this country towards Ireland, for a courſe of centuries, 
was neither liberal or enlightened. Ireland was always treated as 
a ſubordinate, and ever as a conquered country. The neceſſary 
conſequence of which was, that, never attached by the bonds of. 
mutual intereſt and affection, ſhe took every opportunity of mani- 
feſting her impatience under the yoke, and at length, during the 
American war, when Great Britain was depreſſed and humbled, 
ſeized that opportunity of extorting from her a participation in the 
advantages of her commerce, which, in ſound policy, ſhe ought 
long before to have freely granted. Having then felt their ſtrength, 
the patriots of Ireland (as they were called) did not ſtop here, but 
proceeded farther, to claim, and finally to obtain, from the Britiſh 
Government, their boaſted ſettlement of 1782, and the idol or 
rather phantom of an independent Conſtitution, which they have 
ever ſince adored. That the independence ſo acquired never has 
and never can have been real, appears to me capable of the moſt 
poſitive proof. The Britiſh Parliament, it is true, ceaſed to legiſ- 
late for Ireland. The Britiſh Government no longer ſupported 
and maintained the neceſſary conneQion between the two countries 
by open and avowed controul, but was obliged to reſort to leſs di- 
rect though perhaps equally efficacious means of governing this in- 
dependent Parliament, and rendering it ſubſervient to its purpoſes. 
It could not indeed have acted in any other manner, for every 
practical aſſertion of independence on the part of the Iriſh Legiſla- 
ture, if it did not diflolve, muſt manifeſtly have endangered the con- 
nection between the countries ; and I will defy any man to prove, 
that, in any great imperial queſtion of peace, war, or the like, or 

indeed in any queſtion except of a local nature, this boaſted inde- 

pendence can ever be exerted without producing, or at leaſt tend- 
ing to abſolute ſeparation. Iriſh independence and Britiſh con- 
nection never can really and practically exiſt together; ihe one of 
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the other muſt neceſſarily fall. The connection has, however, 
hitherto ſubſiſted; by what means, thoſe who are moſt converſant 
with the hiſtory of the Iriſh independent Parliament are beſt ena. 
bled to judge, and none better than thoſe noble Lords who have 
ſpoken in this debate, from the practical knowledge on this ſubject 
which their former ſituation of Chief Governors of that country has 
given them. They can, and have in a great meaſure informed your 
Lordſhips what Iriſh independence really is, or rather what it was 
their duty to make it, in order to enable them to carry on the go. 
vernment with which they were intruſted, and maintain the con- 
nection between the two countries. One of them indeed {Lord 
Weſtmoreland) has entered fairly and fully into the ſubject; and no 
man has had better opportunity of appreciating the real value of 
Iriſh independence than that noble Lord. There was, however, 
one part of his ſpeech applicable to my preſent purpoſe, which I, 
confeſs a little ſurpriſed me, as coming from him. The noble 
Lord ſtated, and fairly ſtated, as a cogent argument for the 
Union, the probable change of ſyſtem and opinion which took place 
in Ireland when any change of Loxd Lieutenant occurred. He 
might have added, from his own experience, that a change of ſyſtem 
and opinion ſometimes took place in the fame Lord Lieutenant, 
and, in the particular inſtance to which I allude, with the moſt fatal 
conſequences. When the Catholie queſtion was firlt agitated in 
the ſummer of 1792, all the Proteſtant friends of Government 
throughout Ireland, by grand jurics and county meetings, pledged 
themſelves to oppoſe the Catholic claims in the moſt folemn manner. 
In leſs than ſix months after, in the beginning of 1793, I happencd 
to be in Dublin, and; to my utter aſtoniſhment, hcard that noble 
Lord, in a ſpcech from the throne, recommend to the Iriſh Par- 
liament to grant what they fo lately had refuſed with fo much in- 
dignation and contempt. The independent Parliament immediately 
obeyed, and conſented, not only to cat their own words, but, in MY 
opinion, as a neceſſary conſequence, to entail on their country all 
the horrors and calamities which ſhe has fince experienced. My 
Lords, I ſce this tranſaction, on the nature of which I ſhall not 
invidiouſly expatiate, in ſo ſtrong a point of view, that, if all other 
arguments and inducements were wanting to impel me to conſent 
to the Union, I ſhould think this alone perfectly concluſive, and 
declare with confidence that ſuch a ſyſtem of government cannot 
too focn be deſtroyed, . 1 
« This tranſactien alone is ſufficient to place in a ſtronger point 
of view, than any peſſible argument that I can uſe, the real nature 
of Iriſn independence; and, ſpeaking, with the feclings of genume 
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pride, which ſhould belong to every real friend to his country, I 
ſhould, as an Iriſhman, reje ſuch independence with indignation 
and-coritempt. But what will the preſent meaſure ſubſtitute in the 
place of it ? Degradation! humiliation greater than what I have 
deſerided, and what poſitive facts ſufficiently prove—a ſurrender 
of real independence! No, my Lords, but an exchange of a ſhadow 
and mere mockery of independende, for the greateſt and moſt ſub- 
ſtantial independence which rhe world is capable of affording ; an 
identity of intereſts, a participation- of advantages, which this country 
o eminently enjoys; in a word, a full and equal ſhare in the trade, 
the manufactures, the wealth, the power of the moſt commercial, 
the moſt induftrious, the richeſt and the greateſt nation upon earth. 
This is my idea of real and ſubſtantial independence —This is what 
all good Iriſhmen ought to look to with the veneration and enthu- 
faſm of true patriotiſm This is what I truſt and believe will at 
length make Ireland, what ſhe never yet has been, a flouriſhing and 
happy country. 

« The next great objection is of ſuch a nature that I ſhould 
almoſt be aihamed of mentioning it in this place, or of taking up 
any part of the time of the Houſe in endeavouring to confute it, if I 
did not know that it had made a deep and ſerious ĩimpreſſion on the 
other fide of the water I mean the abſurd idea which prevails 
there, that the Union is a ſcheme of the Miniſter's to alleviate the 
burthens of this country, by oppreſſing Ireland with a load of tax- 
ation beyond what ſhe is able to bear. Now, my Lords, not to 
argue on the abſurdity of the propoſition, that a very rich country 
ſtands in need of the aſſiſtance of a-very poor one to enable her to 
bear the burthens, or to ſuppoſe that any man can ſeriouſly contend 
that under their preſent relative circumſtances Great Britain could 
poſſibly draw any real aſſiſtance of this nature from Ireland, I con- 
tend, that it is utterly impoſſible that the Miniſter ſhould entertain 
ſuch an idea, or that, if he did, he could induce the United Parlia- 
ment to concur with him. I will not reſt my argument on any 
queſtionable ground of good faith, generoſity, liberality, or the like, 


which may be conſidered, in great public and national tranſactions, - 


as but frail ſecurities to the weaker party but upon the clear, mani- 
leſt, and direct intereſt which both the Miniſter of this Country and 
the Parliament will have in the welfare of Ireland, as ſoon as the 
Union hall have taken place. Hitherto the intereſts of the two 
countries have been ſeparate and diſtinct, a Legiſlative Union will 
make them one and the ſame ; and it is as abſurd to ſuppoſe that 
the intereſts of Ireland will be leſs impartially conſidered in the 
United Parliament, than thoſe of Scotland, Wales, Devonſhire, or 
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any other part of the united kingdom, which have furniſhed long 
and practical experience of the truth of this aſſertion; and, con- 
ſidering the ſituation in which Ireland ſtands, ſo very inferior, in 
point of riches, induſtry, and every ſpecies of improvement of which 
a country is capable, to Great Britain, it will be as much the in. 
tereſt of Miniſters and Parliament,as it will be their duty on every 


- principle of ſound policy and future advantage to the empire at 


large, to favour and protect, inſtead of attempting to draw reſources 
from her which ſhe does not poſſeſs. © + | 
The next great popular objection to this meaſure in Ire. 
land, and perhaps the moſt - plauſible of all, is founded on the 
opinion, that the Union will materially and injuriouſly increaſe the 
number of abſentees, already conſidered as a great- injury to that 
country. 
« On this ſubject, my Lords, I have always thought that the 
evil which has exiſted has been groſsly exaggerated, and I think the 
Probable increaſe of it has been equally miſrepreſented. Whatever 
it may be, if the advantages to Ireland which I expect from the 
Union really take place, it will every day be leſs and leſs felt by 
that country. At preſent it would be idle to attempt to deny that 
ſome emigration will take place after the Union, but I by no means 
fincerely believe to the extent that has been imagined and con- 
fidently predicted by the opponents of the meaſure. A certain 
number of country gentlemen will undoubtedly be induced to prefer 
London to Dublin, as a town reſidence, in conſequence. of the re- 
moval of the Parliament from the latter place; their numbers 
however will be inconſiderable, and it by no means follows that they 
will be leſs inclined to reſide upon their eſtates in Ireland than 
heretofore, but rather the reverſe, on account of the additional value 
and ſecurity which the Union will give to their property. But 
whatever their number may be, and however reſpectable they un- 
doubtedly are, I cannot but confider them as unproductive ea- 
pitaliſts, for every one of which, who are induced by the Union to 
leave Ireland, I confidently expect that ten induſtrious merchants or 
manufaQurers from England will be induced to carry their produe- 
tive capjtals to that country, as ſoon as the advantages which it has 
ſo eminently received from nature are ſuperadded to thoſe of good 
government and ſecurity of perſons and property, which have never 
hitherto exiſted. That the merchants and manufaQurers are them- 


- 


ſelves of this opinion is well known; and if other evidence were 


wanting, the ſpeech of that moſt reſpectable gentleman (Mr. Peele), 
publiſhed laſt year in the form of a pamphlet, would of itſelf be 
concluſive; and if ſuch ſhould really be the conſequence of this 
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great arrangement—if it reſtores tranquillity, order and ſubmiſſion to 
the laws—if it creates habits of induſtry, where they have never yet 
exiſted—if it facilitates ſuch means of improvement, civilization 
and wealth, as: have hitherto been looked for in vain—let me aſk 
any real friend to Ireland, whether he can for a moment heſitate in 
giving it his moſt cordial ſupport ? 

« Theſe appear to me to be the principal objeQions which have 
been urged againſt the Union; but although, in endeavouring to 
anſwer them, I have incidentally touched on ſome of the great 
advantages which it preſents to both countries, but more particu- 
larly to Ireland, there are ſome great and effential benefits to that 
country to be expected from it, which deſerve our particular con- 
ſideration. | | 

] am not diſpoſed, nor indeed will it be proper on this occaſion, - 
to enter into the queſtion of Catholic emancipation, as it is called. 
On this ſubject, however, I muſt contend that a Legiſlative Union 
preſents this great and permanent advantage, that the queſtion will 
be diſcuſſed in the Imperial Parliament with candour and liberality ; 
and whatever the alternate deciſion may be, it will neither be go- 
verned by party prejudice and animoſity on the one hand, or by the 
apprehenſion of conſequences on the other. To this may be added, 
that the only chance which now remains of compoſing the civil diſ- 
ſenſions, the party violence, the religious animoſity with which that 


ſuch an outery has been raiſed. 

© But this is by no means the only advantage which the Union 
promiſes to Ireland. We all know the inferior ſituation in which 
that country unfortunately is with reſpe& to Great Britain, in ſecu- 
rity of perſons and property, in habits of induſtry, in ſubmiſſion to 
the laws, in agriculture, commerce and manufactures. On the 
other hand, Nature has been moſt bountiful to her ; and no country 
upon earth preſents ſuch means of improvement, ſuch fertility of ſoil, 
ſuch excellent ports, harbours, and navigable rivers. In a word, 
Ireland is in want of nothing but what this meaſure is ſo well cal- 
culated to give her, and which I confidently expect will be the ne- 
ceſſary reſult of it. To every purpoſe of imperial greatneſs, to the 
common ſtrength and ſecurity, as well as to the conſolidation of the 
intereſts of the two countries, it appears directly and neceſſarily to 
tend: and I hope arid truſt, that the Almighty, who has hitherto 
ſo eminently favoured the inhabitants of theſe iſlands, wili not in 
this inſtance, by any unforeſeen diſpenſation of his providence, fruſ- 
irate the ſpeculations of human wiſdom, but permit this Union to 
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take its full effect in producing thoſe bleſſings and advantages which 
we expect from it!” 

The Earl of WESTMORELAND roſe merely to affert, that 
the Government of Ireland had never authoriſed grand juries to 
give any promiſe that Catholic emancipation ſhould be granted. 

Lord CLIFTON faid he ſpoke from public report, and was 
glad to hear it contradited from authority. 

Lord HOLLAND commented upon the obſervations made by 
two noble Earls who had ſpoken in favour of the meaſure, and had 
held high official fituations in Ireland. In regard to the conſidera- 
tion advanced by the firſt of theſe, that the Parliament of Ircland 
did not poſſes the confidence of the People at large in that country, 
he believed it was moſt true but would aſk how the Union could 
remedy that evil? The idea ſtated by that noble Earl, that the 
Catholics, i in the event of a refuſal to allow their claims, would be 
leſs hurt by their rejection coming from an United Parliament, than 
from the prefent conſtituted Parliament of Ireland, was, in his 
mind, a moſt curious one, particularly when regarded as a principle 
of conciliation ; it reminded him of the old ruſtic addreſs to entice 
the pigs to come to their owners: —** Pipggy-wiggy, come and be 
killed!” The reaſoning alſo reminded him of the ſtory of 2 
foreigner who travelled in England, and afterwards travelled in 
Italy. In the latter country, hearing of the banditti who murders 
all whom they robbed, he exclaimed, „that it was a pleaſant thing 
Va kind of luxury — for a man to be robbed in England; for 
there it was done without bloodſhed, and the affair was conducted 
in a gentleman-like manner.” In the ſame way, perhaps, the Iriſh 
Catholics, however irritated at the treatment they met with at 
home, would be highly delighted with the manner in which their 
fuit would be rejected by the Parliament fitting in England. With 


reſpect to what had fallen from the noble Earl on the croſs bench, 


though he certainly had delivered himſelf in an explicit and manly 
way, he equally diſapproved of it. The obſervation of Mr. De 
Lolme was certainly profound, and deſerving of attention ; but it 
applied to diſcordant orders in the ſame ſtate, and not to diftint 
legiſlatures in ſeparate kingdoms, If this plan was calculated to 
convert the diſaffected into good ſubjects, he might approve of it, 
but not when ſerving only to inflame thoſe diſcontents. The argu- 
ments of its advocates were as jacobinical as if they had come from 
perſons in the pay of the French Republic: „ Ireland, they fay, 
has prejudices againſt an Union.” 
dices ought to be reſpected, for every country had prejudices in 
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favour of its own independence. If the French met with oppo- 
ſition in their coercive plans of incorporating Belgium, Holland, 
Switzerland, or Egypt, they might as well fay, I hefe people are 
only prejudiced againſt us.” The noble Earl candidly acknow- 
ledged that there was a reſpeQable party in Ireland againſt the 
Union, but afferted that all the traitorous and. diſaffected were 
againſt it : and added, that the queſtion of Catholic emancipation 
was one of the pretexts of this latter deſcription of perſons ; that it 
was a powerful engine in their hands. To this he would in the 
firſt inſtance ſay, why not deprive the diſaffected of this pretext, 
of this powerful engine, by acceding to the well-founded claims of 
the Catholics? Another argument of the noble Earl's made rather 
againſt himſelf, namely, as the People of this country were adverſe 
to a Parliamentary Reform, the Legiſlature, however good a thing 
it might be, had no right to force it on the People, contrary to their 
wiſhes—perhaps their prejudices. So he would ſay with reſpect to 
the Union. The People of England are againſt it. Then Miniſ- 
ters have no right to force it on them: if they are wrong in reject- 
ing the Union, be it ſo; it was the concern of the People of Ire- 
land ; they were to judge for themſelves, and not the Miniſters of 
England. It was held, in the courſe of the debate, that while Ire- 
land was comparatively poor and powerleſs, ſhe might locally be 
governed by her own Parliament ; but, now that ſhe is grown rich, 
the caſe is altered—if truſted with the government of herſelf, ſhe 
might grow into a formidable rival. The plain Englith of all this 
was, that the calf being now fat enough, you intend to kill it, and 
that directly and at once; not with coaxing, as in the caſe of the 
Catholics, © Piggy-wiggy, come and be killed.“ He obſerved, 
that even on the ground argued by Miniſters, that the great majo- 
rity of the landed intereſt and perſons of property in Ireland were 
loyal and well affected, and thoſe of contrary principles were chiefly 
to be found among the lower and middle elaſſes, the Union muſt 
operate moſt injuriouſly, as it muſt naturally cement a great number 
of the former into permanent abſgntees, and cauſe them to live the 
greater part of the year out of their country. His Lordſhip pro- 
ceeded to ſhew, that the Union was a meaſure which, while it im- 
poveriſhed Ireland, would endanger the Conſtitution of England. 


Of both, then, it might be ſaid, with reſpect to the conſequences of 
an Union of this kind, 


© Complexu in miſero, longa fic morte necabis.”” 


The Earl of HILLSBOROUGH (Marquis of DownsniRE 
in Ireland), obſerved „that, until the epoch of 178 2, he had thought 
wourably of the ſcheme of an Union; but the meaſures then 
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adopted, as well as their confequences fince, had entirely changed 
his opinion upon the ſubject. At that period he was a Member of 
the Iriſh Houſe of Commons, and underſtood the Miniſter of that 
day to declare in his place, that every thing with regard to legiſla- 
tion or political conſtitution was then arranged, and that nothing 
but commercial regulations remained to finally adjuft the fituation 
of Ireland with reſpe& to Great Britain. From that period till 
the preſent, Ireland, to. his perſonal knowledge, had flouriſhed in a 
degree beyond all former precedent, and equal to the moſt ſanguine 
expeQation ; its happineſs and proſperity were then provided for. 


He was therefore clearly of opinion, that any thing which would 


trench upon or diſturb the Triſh Conſtitution as adjuſted in 1782, 
would end in wretchedneſs, misfortune, and miſchief to Ireland; 
in ſhort, in the deſtruction of both countries. He would ſpeak 23 
an Iriſhman, and declare his conviction, that the great body of the 
People of that country were determined to ſtand or fall with Great 
Britain; they acknowledged the ſupremacy of the latter, and were 
happy to be called her Sifter Kingdom. That they would preſerve 
their connection at the expence of their blood and treaſures, had, he 
thought, been abundantly proved by the conduct of Ireland through- 
out the whole of the preſent neceſſary but expenſive and diſaſtrous 
war; and the circumſtance of her freely adding ſeventeen millions 
to her debt to ſupport Great Britain, was an additional proof 
of her attachment. Theſe were all demonſtrations of the zeal and 
anxiety of the Legiſlature and People of Ireland to maintain her 
connection with Britain. Then why aboliſh her Parliament, or 
abrogate her Conſtitution? No ſolid or ſubſtantial reaſon had, to 
his mind, been yet offered. Why were the Parliament or People 
of Ireland ſuſpected of a wiſh to ſeparate from this country? 
There exiſted no ground for ſuch a ſuſpicion ; but the meaſure in 
queſtion, if prefſed, might eventually lead to ſeparation. He trembled 
at the probable conſequences. . The taking away ſo many of the 
principal reſidents of Ireland, men of influence, property, and 
friends of Britiſh connection, as was required for the legiſlative re- 
preſentatives, would be highly injurious to Ireland. For his part, 
he would not remain in that country after the meaſure was paſſed, 
to ſee it dying and pining away, after having ſo anxiouſly contributed 
to its proſperity and aggrandiſement. Paſſing then to the con- 
ſideration of the moſt prominent parts of the ſuggeſted plan of 
Union, he objected to them as impolitic, unequal, and likely to 
produce diſturbance and diſunion, inſtcad of union and concord. In 
many proviſions the principle of Union was violated, and the in- 
tereſts of both countries kept as diſtin as ever. He regretted 
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that the-wiſhes, ſo elearly expreſſed, and the prayers of the People 
of. Ireland, ſhould be deemed ſo little worthy of attention as the 
conduct of Miniſters had evinced. Twenty-ſix out of thirty two 
counties had petitioned againſt it; of theſe twelve were unanimous ; 
andi ten great corporations had ſet their ſeals of office to petitions 
againſt the Union., After this, to perſiſt was little better than to 
foren the meaſure down the throats of ths People of that country. 
The-numerous* body in the Houſe: of Commons who oppoſed the 
meaſure, were men of the firſt; talents, reſpectability and fortune in 
Ireland. "Thoſe who ſupported it. in that Aſſembly, were of a dif- 
ferent defeription 4 men notoriouſly under the influence of the 
Crown: and many - Englifanien, entirely unconnected with the 
country,, were introduced merely for the purpoſe of ſupporting the 
Union, .-, Theſe were his {real ſentiments upon the queſtion ; he 
had n other views than the happineſs and welfare of his Country, 
the glory and honour of the King, and the general good of the 
whole Britiſh Empire. He deſpiſed what had been done againſt 
bim. He had rejected proffers, and laughed at the efforts of per- 
ſonal malice to diſturb his peace. He in this inſtance felt himſelf 
called upon by his ſenſe of duty to oppofe a ſet of men with whom 
he had acted ſeventeen years. He reſpected them, and on other 
points they ſhould have his ſupport as before; but on this unhappy 
queſtion he regretted the neceſſity of a difference. So far as an 
Iriſhman :—He would now ſpeak as an Engliſh Peer, and declare 
lis opinion, that the introduction of twenty-eight Members into 
the Upper, and one hundred into the Lower Houſe of Parliament, 
was pregnant with danger to the Britiſh Conſtitution: it would add 
much to the Miniſterial influence, and even trench upon the Pre- 
togative, Saying this, he meant not to be underſtood as ſuſpecting 
the preſent Miniſter of wiſhing to make any undue uſe of ſuch an 
aceſſion to his power: he thought him a man of too much ſpirit, 
ability, love for, and knowledge of the Conſtitution, to act im- 
properly by it; but it did not follow that all Miniſters would be 
equally welt-intentioned : it became that Houſe, as a branch of 
the Legiſlation, to take care of the Conſtitution. He adverted 
Wain to his perſonal diſintereſtedneſs, and to his recent conduct in 
lieland, in the hour of peril and rebellion; he ſpared neither his 
perſon nor his purſe to repel the foe, and to preſerve Britiſh con- 
nection: he had a large ſtake in Ireland. Such conduct was not 
more ſuggeſted by duty than by inclination. Were Ireland ſuffered 
o remain under its preſent Conſtitution and Government, he had 
0 doubt of its ſpeedily recovering its recent ſhocks, and becoming 


is proſperous as ever. Were the meaſure in queſtion perſi ſted in, 
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taken to inflanie their minds, and to ſtir up diſcontent and diſlatis- 
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ne keared it would lead to miſery and reſiſtance. He hoped bis 
apprehenſions would not be realized; but he feared much that jt 
would end in attempts at ſeparation, and eventual diſmemberment 
of the empire. | i Retten 
Lord GRENVILLE denied that the years 1782 or 1785 
would have been more favourable for bringing forward ſuch a mea. 
ſure than the preſent time, which afforded an opportunity that ought 
not to be miſſed. Even in 1785 ſome regulations were propoſed; 
and though they reſpected only a fingle point, the article of com- 
merce, they were rejected. What chance then was there that at 
that time ſuch a meaſure as the preſent would have met with ſuc. 
ceſs? As to the boaſted proſperity of Ireland fince 178 2, he aſked 
where it was to be found? Some progreſs, indeed, he admitted, 
it had fince made in trade; but was there any proof of it in the 
ſecurity, the tranquillity, and civilization of the country? Not a 
' ſingle year had paſſed fince that period which was not marked with 
outrage and diſturbance. Hence, in addition to thoſe who reſided out 
of it from choice, many perſons of fortune had abandoned it from fear. 
To arreſt, then, the progreſs of this evil, he contended there was no 
remedy but an Union; which would give ſecurity to property, and 
transfer wealth, induſtry, and civilization to that country. He nidi- 
culed the idea of any undue influence as likely to be produced by 
ſuch a meaſure. Was it to be ſuppoſed, he aſked, that a Houſe ef 
Lords, who had provided fo effeQually for the proſperity of the 
country, forgetting all their intereſt in its welfare, would be guided 
in their choice of twenty-eight of their body to. fit in the Imperial 
Parliament, merely by the influence of the Crown? Was it to be 
ſuppoſed that theſe twenty-eight, when ſo elected, would ceaſe to be 
' Infpired with the ſame ſentiments they now felt? and was it to be 


- ſuppoſed, too, that the Commons of Ireland, which had done ſ 


much for its proſperity, that the Houſe was told the country might 
go on in its preſent ſtate and prove flouriſhing and happy; was it, 
he aſked, to be ſuppoſed that the hundred Members to be returned 
of that body would ceaſe to be actuated by the motives which nov 
regulated their conduct, and become leſs attached to its /interelt * 
The contrary was the fact; for he was convinced: that, from ile 
independence, fortune, and talents of thoſe. who would probably 
conſtitute the repreſentation of that country, they would be as little 
under the influence of the Crown as the Peers he had then the 
henour of addreſſing. As to the diſpoſition of the people of Ire- 
land, he was certain it was friendly to the meaſure. Undue means 
he admitted, had been practiſed upon them. Much pains had been 
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faction; but he rejoiced to find they had produced ſo little effect. 
The ſound, the reaſoning part of the community; which alſo poſſeſſed 
property, was friendly to it: as to that elaſs whoſe ignorance and 
ſituation rendered them incapable, their opivion was not of ſo much 
avail. : The very men who had made them their dupes and initru- 
ments, had declared their . incapacity to decide upon any political 
queſtion. His Lordſhip concluded with Expreſſing his long and in- 
variable predileQion for the meaſure ; and hoped, now that it had 

eded ſo far with ſuch unexpected ſucceſs, that nothing ſhould 
ſtand in the way of its final completion. 

The Marquis of DOWNSIIIRE in reply ſaid, he did not 
point out the year 1785 as the beſt period for bringing forward ſuch 
a propoſition ; he merely meant that it ought to have been at- 
tempted then, and thought 4t might have ſucceeded, becaufe Ireland 
had not then felt the benefit of the Conſtitution imparted to her. 
Even the vear 1767, when the Octennial bill was introduced, would 
have been a more eligible ſeaſon. Neither did he ſay that no 
faction exiſted in that country, as the noble Lord had implied by 
his anſwer ; he only ſaid, that the oppoſition to the meaſure did 
not originate in a faction, but that it ſprung from a pure and patri- 
otic feeling. 

The Marquis of RAINHAM obſerved, that the perſons who 
oppoſed the Octennial bill were the very perſons who oppoſed the 
preſent meaſure, and from the ſame motive, becauſe it would di- 
miniſh their influence. 

The Houſe then divided on Lord Grenville's motion, Aves, 54 ; 
Noes, 7. 

On the motion of Land GrENVILLE, a conference with the 
Commons to communicate the Addreſs and Reſolutions as amended 
was immediately 8 to, and held in the Painted Chauibegt- 
Adjourned, | . 
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Marquis of Downſhire, Lord Buckinghamſhire, 
Earl Fitzwilliam, Lord Holland, 


Earl Carnarvon, 0 Lord King. 
Lord Dundas, 
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'TLoxps, 
GOPY of the RESOLUTIONS, as amended by the Logps. 


Re olved, That iv be the firſt article of the Union of the king. 
doms of Great Britain and Ireland, that the faid kingdoms of 
Great Britain and Ireland ſhall, upon the 1ſt day of January which 
ſhall be in the year of our Lord i801, and for ever after, be united 
into one kingdom, by the name of The United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland ;” and that the royal ſtyle and titles ap- 
pertaining to the Imperial Crown of the ſaid United Kingdom and 
its dependencies, and alſo the enſigns armorial, flags and banners 
thereof, ſhall be ſuch as His Majeſty, by his royal proclamation 
under the Great Seal of the United Kingdom, ſhall be pleaſed to 
appoint. 
Reſolved, That it be the ſecond article of Union, that the ſue- 
ceſſion to the Imperial Crown of the ſaid United Kingdom, and of 
the dominions thereunto belonging, ſhall continue limited and ſet. 
tled in the ſame manner as the ſucceſſion to the Imperial Crown of 
the ſaid Kingdoms of Great Britain and Ireland now ſtands limited 
and ſettled, according to the exiſting laws and to the terms of 
Union between England and Scotland, 
Reſolved, That ir be the third article of Union, that the ſaid 
United Kingdom be repreſented in one and the ſame Parliament, 
to be ſtyled © The Parliament of the United Kingdom of Great 


Britain and Ireland.” 


by which: the ſaid Union ſhall be ratified and eſtabliſhed: — That 


Reſolved, That it be the fourth article of the Union, that four 
Lords Spiritual of Ireland by rotation of ſeſſions, and twenty-eight 
Lords Temporal of Ireland, ele cd for life by the Peers of Ire- 
land, ſhall be the number to ſit and vote on the part of Ireland in 
the Houſe of Lords of the Parliament of the United Kingdom; and 
one hundred Commoners (two for each county of Ireland, two for 
the city of Dublin, two for the city of Cork, one for the Univerſity 
of Trinity College, and one for each of the thirty one moſt confi- 
derable citics, tou ns, and horoughs) be the number to fit and vote 
on the part of Ireland in the Houfe of Commons of the Parliament 
of the United Kingdom: That ſuch Act as ſhall be paſſed in the 
Parliament of Ireland previous to the Union „ to regulate the 
mode by which the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and the Com- 
mons, to ſerve in the Parliament of the United Kingdom on the 


part of Ireland, ſhall be ſummoned and returned to the ſaid Parli- 
ament,” ſhall be confidered as forming part of the Treaty of Union, 


and ſhall be incorporated in the Acts of the reſpective Pariiaments, 


all queſtions touching the rotation or election of Lords Spiritual or 
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Temporal'of ' Ireland to fit in the Purliamant of the United King- 
dom, ſhall be deeided by the Houſe of Lords thereof ; and whenever 
by reaſon of an equality of votes, in the election of any ſuch Lords 
Temporal, a complete ele Sion (hall not be made according to the 
true intent of this article, the names of thoſe Peers for whom ſuch 
equality. of votes ſhall be ſo given, ſhall be written on pieces. of 
paper of a ſimilar form, and ſhall be put into a glaſs by the clerk of 
the Parliaments at the Fable of the Houſe of Lords whilſt the 
Houſe is fitting ; and the Peer or Peers whoſe name or names ſhall 
be firſt drawn out by the clerk of the Parliaments, ſhall be deemed 
the Peer or Peers elected, as the-caſc may be: — That any perſon 
holding any Peerage of Ireland now ſubſiſting, or hereafter tobe ere- 
ated, (hall not thereby be diſqualified. from being elected to ſerve if 
he ſhall ſo think fit, or from ſerving, or continuing to ſerve if he 
ſhall ſo think fit, for any county, city, or borough of Great Britain 
in the Houſe of Commons of the United Kingdom, unieſs he 
ſhall have been previouſly clected as above to fit in the Houſe of 
Lords of the United Kingdom; but that, fo long as ſuch Peer of 
Ireland ſhall,ſo continue to be a Member of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, he ſhall not be entitled to the privilege of Peerage, nor be 
capable of being elected to ſerve as a Peer on the part of Ireland, or 
of voting at any ſuch election; and that he ſhall be liable to be 
ſued, indicted, proceeded againſt, and tried as a Commoner for any 
offence with, which he may be charged :— That ir (hall be lawful 
for His Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, to create Pecrs of that 
part of the United Kingdom called Ireland, and to make promo- 


in tions in the Peerage thereof after the Union; provided that no new 
ad creation of any ſuch Peers ſhall take place after the Union, until 
0 three of the Peerages of Ireland, which ſhall have been exiſting at 
iy the time of the Union, ſhall have become extinct; and upon ſueh 
6. extinQion of three Peerages, that it ſhall be lawful for His Majeſty, 
Pk his heirs and ſueec ſſors, to create one Peer of that part cf the United 
ont Kingdom called Ireland; and in like manner fo often as three 


7 Peerages of that part of the United Kingdom called Ireland ſhall 
FU become extinct, it ſhall be lau ful for His Majeſty, his keirs and 
* ſucceſſors, to create one other Peer cf the ſaid part of the United 
Kingdom ; and if it ſhall happen that the Peers of that part of the 
United Kingdom called Ireland, hall, by extinction of Peerages or 
otherwiſe, be reduced to the number of one hundred, excluſive. of all 
ſuch Peers of that part of the United Kingdom called Ireland as 
ſhall hold any Peerage of Great Britain ſubiiſting at the time af: the 
Union, or of the United Kingdom created ſinee the Union, by which» 
uch Peers ſhall be entitled to an hereditary ſeat in the Houſe of 
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Lords. of the United Kingdom, then and in that cafe i it hall aud 
may be lawful for His Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceffors, to create 
one Peer of that part of the United Kingdom called Ireland, a 
often as any one of ſuch one hundred Peerages ſhall fail by extine. 
tion, or as often as any one Peer of that part of the United Kingdom 
called Ireland ſhall become entitled by deſcent or creation to an 
hereditary ſeat in the Houſe of Lords of the United Kingdom; it de. 


ing the true intent and meaning of this article, that at all times after 
the Union it ſhall and may be lawful for His Majeſty, his hein 


and ſueceſſors, to keep up the Peerage of that part of the United 
Kingdom called Ireland to the number of one hundred, over and 
above the number of ſuch of the ſaid Peers as ſhall be entitled by 
deſcent or creation to an hereditary ſeat in the Houſe of Lords of 
the United Kingdom: — That if any Peerage ſhall at any time be 
in abeyance, ſuch Peerage ſhall be deemed and taken as an exiſting 
Peerage ; and no Peerage ſhall' be deemed extin unleſs on default 


of claimants to the inheritance of ſuch Peerage for the ſpace of one 


year from the death of the perſon who ſhall have been laſt poſſeffed 
thereof; and if no claing ſhall be made to the inheritance of fuch 


Peerage, in ſuch form and manner as may from time to time be 


preſcribed by the Houſe of Lords of the United Kingdom before the 
expiration of the ſaid period of a year, then and in that caſe ſuch Peer- 
age ihall be deemed extinct; provided that ni thing herein ſhall ex- 
clude any perſon from afterwards putting in a claim to the Prerage 
Fo deemed extinQ, and if ſuch claim thall be allowed as valid by 
Judgment of the Houſe of Lords of the United Kingdom, reported 
to His Majeſty, ſuch Peerage ſhall be conſidered as revived ; and in 
caſe any new creation of a Peerage of that part of the United 
Kingdom called Ireland ſhall have taken place in the interval in 
conſequence of the ſuppoſed extinction of ſuch Peerage, then no new 


| right of creation ſhall accrue to His Majeſty, his heirs or ſucceſſors, 
in conſequence of the next extinction which ſhall take place of any 
Peerage of that part of the United Kingdom called Ireland :—That 


all queſtions touching the election of Members to fit on the part of 
Ireland in the Houſe of Commons of the United Kingdom, fhall 
be heard and decided in the ſame manner as queſtions touching ſuch 
elections in Great Britain now are, or at any time hereafter fhall by 
law be heard and decided, ſubject nevertheleſs to ſuch particular 
regulations in reſpect of Ireland as from local circumſtances the 
Parliament of the United Kingdom may from time to time deem 
_ expedient : —Tihat the qualifications in reſpect of property of the 
Members elected on the part of Ireland to fit in the Houſe of Com- 
© mons of the United Kingdom (hall be reſpectively the ſame as are 
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now | PF by law in the caſes of , eleQions for counties and 
cities and boroughs reſpeQively in that part of Great Britain call- 
ed England, unleſs any other proviſion ſhall hereafter be made in 
that reſpect by AQ of Parliament of the United Kingdom ;— That 
when His Majeſty, his heirs or ſucceſſors, ſhall declare his, her, or 
their pleaſure, for holding the firſt or any ſubſequent Parliament of 
the United Kingdom, a proclamation ſhall iſſue under the Great 
Seal of the United Kingdom, to cauſe the Lords Spiritual and Tem- 
poral and Commons who are to ſerve in the Parliament thereof 
on the part of Ireland, to be returned in ſuch manner as by any 
AR of this preſent Seſſion of the Parliament of Ireland ſhall be 
provided; and that the Lords Spiritual and Temporal and Com- 
mons of Great Britain ſhall, together with the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal and Commons. ſo returned as aforeſaid on the part of 
Ireland, conſtitute the two Houſes of the Parliament of the United 
Kingdom: — That if His Majeſty, on or before the 1t day of 
January 1801, on which day the Union is to take place, 
ſhall declare, under the Great Seal, of Great Britain, that it is 
expedient that the Lords and Commons of the preſent Parli- 
ament of Great Britain ſhould be the Members of the reſpective 
Houſes of the firſt Parliament of the United Kingdom on the part 
of Great Britain, then the ſaid Lords and Commons of the 
preſent Parliament of Great Britain. ſhall accordingly be the Mem- 
bers of the reſpective Houſes of the firſt Parliament of the United 
Kingdom on. the part of Great Britain; and they, together with the 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal and Commons fo ſummoned and 
returned as above on the part of Ireland, ſhall be the Lords Spi- 
ritual and Temporal and Commons of the firſt Parliament of the 
United Kingdom; and ſuch firſt Parliament may (in that caſe) 
if not ſooner diflolved, continue to fit ſo long as the preſent Parlia- 
ment of Great Britain may by law now continue to fit, if not 
ſooner diſſolved: Provided always, that until an A ſhall have 
paſſed in the Parliament of the United Kingdom, providing in what 
caſes perſons holding offices or places of profit under the Crown in 
Ireland ſhall be incapable of being Members of the Houſe of Com- 
mons of the Parliament of the United Kingdom, no greater number 
of Members than twenty holding ſuch offices or places as aforeſaid 
ſhall be capable of fitting in the ſaid Houſe of Commons of the 
Ferliament of the United Kingdom; and if ſuch a number of 
Members ſhall be returned to ſerve in the ſaid Houſe as to make 
the whale number, of Members of the ſaid Houſe holding ſuch of- 
tices or places as aforeſaid more than twenty, then, and in ſugh 
ale, the feats, or places of ſuch Members as ſhall bave laſt Accepted 
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fach offices or places ſhall be vacated, at the option of ſuch Mem. 
bers, ſo as to reduce the number of Members holding ſuch offices 
or places to the number of twenty; and no perſon holding any 
ſuch office or place ſhall be capable of being elected, or of fitting in 
the ſaid Houſe, while there are twenty perſons holding ſuch offices 
or places fitting in the ſaid Houſe; and that every one of the 
Lords of Parliament of the United Kingdom, and every Member of 
the Houſe of Commons of the United Kingdom, in the firſt and 
all ſuccceding Parliaments, ſhall, until the Parliament of the United 
Kingdom ſhall otherwiſe provide, take the oaths, and make and 
ſubſcribe the declaration, and take and ſubſcribe the oath now by 
law enjoined to be taken, made, and ſubſcribed by the Lords and 
Commons of the Parliament of Great Britain :— That the Lords 
of Parliament, on the part of Ircland, in the Houſe of Lords of the 
United Kingdom, ſhall at all times have the ſame privileges of 
Parliament which ſhall belong to the Lords of Parliament on the 
part of Great Britain ; and the Lords Spiritual and Temporal re- 
ſpeRively on the part of Ireland, ſhall at all times have the ſame 
Tights, in reſpect of their fitting and voting upon the trial of Peers, 
as the Lords Spiritual and "Temporal reſpectively on the part of 
Great Britain; and that all Lords Spiritual of Ireland ſhall have 
rank and precedency next and immediately after the Lords Spiritual 
of the ſame rank and degree of Great Britain, and ſhall enjoy all 
privileges as fully as the Lords Spiritual of Great Britain do now 
or may hereafter enjoy the ſame ; the right and privilege of fitting in 
the Houſe of Lords, and the privileges depending thereon, and 
particularly the right of fitting on the trial of Peers, excepted ; and 
that the perſons holding any Temporal Peerages of Ireland ex- 
iſting at the time of the Union, ſhall, from and after the Union, 
have rank and precedency next and immediaicly after all the per- 
fons holding Peerages of the like orders and degrees in Great Pri- 
tain ſubſiſting at the time of the Union; and that all Peerages of 
Ireland, created after the Union, ſhall have rank and precedency 
with the Peerages of the United Kingdom fo created, according to 
the dates of their creations ; and that all Peerages, both of Great 
Britain and Ireland, now ſubfiſting, or hereafter to be created, ſhall, 
in all other reſpects, from the date of the Union, be conſidered as 
Peerages of the United Kingdom; and that the Peers of Ireland 


ſhall, as Peers of the United Kingdom, be ſued and tried as Peers, 


except as aforeſaid, and ſhall enjoy all privileges of Peers as fully 
as the Peers of Great Britain; the right and privilege of fitting in 


the Houſe of Lords, and the privileges depending thereon, and the 


right of ſitting on the trial of Peers, only excepted. 
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Reſolved, That it be the fifth article of Union, that the 
Churches of England and Ireland, as now by law eſtabliſhed, be 
united into one Proteſtant Epiſcopal Church, to be called “ The 
United Church of England and Ireland; and that the doctrine, 
worſhip, diſcipline and government of the ſaid United Church 
ſhall be, and ſhall remain in full force for ever, . as the fame are 
now by law eſtabliſhed for the Church of England ; and that the 
continuance and preſervation of the ſaid United Church, as the 
eſtabliſhed Church of England and Ireland, ſhall be deemed and 
taken to be an effential and fundamental part of the Union; and 
that in like manner the doctrine, worſhip, diſcipline and govern- 
ment of the Church of Scotland ſhall remain and be preſerved as 
the ſame are now eſtabliſhed by law, and by the acts for the Union 
of the two kingdoms of England and Scotland. 

Reſolved, That it be the ſixth article of Union, that His Ma- 
jeſty's ſubjeAs of Great Britain and Ireland ſhall, from and after 
the 1ſt day of January 1801, be entitled to the ſame privileges, 
and be on the fame footing, as to encouragements and bounties 
on the like articles, being the growth, produce, or manufaQure of 
either country reſpectively, and, generallyy in reſpect of trade and 
navigation, in all ports and places in the United Kingdom and its 
dependencies ; and that, in all treaties made by His Majeſty, his 
heirs and ſucceſſors, with any foreign power, His Majeſty's ſub- 
jeQs of Ireland ſhall have the ſame privileges, and be on the fame 
footing, as His Majeſty's ſubjects of Great Britain :—That, from 
the 1ſt day of January 1801, all prohibitions and bounties on the 

export of articles, the growth, produce, or manufacture of either coun- 
try, to the other, ſhall ceaſe and determine; and that the faid articles 
ſhall thenceforth be exported from one country to the other without 
duty or bounty on ſuch export: That all articles, the growth, pro- 
duce, or manufacture of either country, (not herein-after enume- 
rated as ſubje& to ſpecific duties, ) ſhall from thenceforth be imported 
into each country from the other, free from duty, other than ſuch 
countervailing duties on the ſeveral articles enumerated in the 

{chedule, No. 1. A. and B. hereunto. annexed, as therein ſpecified, 

or to ſuch other countervailing duties as ſhall hereafter be impoſed 

by the Parliament of the United Kingdom in the manner herein- 
after provided ; and that, for the period of twenty years from the 

Union, the articles enumerated in the ſchedule, No. 2, hereunto 

annexed, ſhall be ſubjeK, on importation into each country -from 

the other, to the duties ſpecified in the ſaid ſchedule, No. 2. And 
the woollen manufactures, known by the names of Old and New 

Drapery, ſhall pay, on importation into each country from the 
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other, the duties now payable on importation into Ireland; a} 
and hops, on importation into Ireland from Great Britain, duties 
Not exceeding thoſe which are now paid on importation into Ire. 
land ; and coals, on importation into Ireland from Great-Britain, 
ſhall be ſubject to burthens not exceeding thoſe to which they ar 
now ſubject: — That callicoes and muſlins ſhall, on their importz. 
tion into either country from the other, be ſubject and liable to the 
duties now payable on the ſame, on the importation thereof from 
Great Britain into Ireland, until the 5th day of January 1858; 
and from and after the faid day, the ſaid duties ſhall be annual 
reduced by equal proportions, as near as may be, in each year; ſo 23 
that the ſaid duties ſhall ſtand at ten per cent. from and after the 
5th day of January 1816, until the 5th day of January 1821; 
and that cotton yarn and cotton twiſt ſhall, on their importation 
into either country from the other, be ſubject and liable to the 
duties now payable upon the ſame, on the importation thereof 
from Great Britain into Ireland, until the 5th day of January 
1808 ; and from and after the ſaid day, the ſaid duties ſhall be 
- annually reduced by equal proportions, as near as may be, in each 
year; fo that all duties ſhall ceaſe on the ſaid articles from and after 
the 5th day of January 1816 :—T hat any articles of the growth, 
produce, or menuſaQure of either country, which are or may be 
ſubject to internal duty, or to duty on the materials of which they 
are compoſed, may be made ſubject, on their importation into each 
country reſpectively from the other, to ſuch countervailing duty 2 
ſhall appear to be juſt and reaſonable in reſpect of ſuch internal duty 
or duties on the materials ; and that, for the ſaid purpoſes, the ar- 
ticles ſpecified in the ſaid ſchedule, No. 1. A. and B. ſhall be ſub- 
ject to the duties ſet forth therein, liable to be taken off, diminiſhed, 
or increaſed in the manner herein ſpecified ; and that, upon the 
export of the ſaid articles from each country to the other reſpec- 
tively, a drawback ſhall be given, equal in amount to the counter- 
vailing duty payable on ſuch articles on the import thereof into the 
fame country from the other; and that, in like manner, in future 
it ſhall be competent to the United Parliament to impoſe any nev 
or additional countervailing duties, or to take off or diminiſh ſuch 
exiſting countervailing duties as may appear, on like principles, 90 
be juſt and reaſonable. in reſpect of any future or additional internal 
duty on any article of the growth, produce, or manufacture of 
either country, or of any new or additional duty on any materials of 
which ſuch article may be compoſed, or of any abatement of duty on 
the ſame ; and that when any ſuch new or additional countervailing 
duty ſhall be ſo impoſed on the import of any article into either 
1 | 
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country from the other, a drawback, equal in amount to ſuch eoun- 


tervailing duty, ſhall be given in like manner on the export of 
every ſuch article reſpectively from the ſame country to the other: 
That all articles; the growth, produce, or manufacture of either 
country, when exported through the other, ſhall, in all caſes, be ex- 
ported ſubject to the ſame charges as if they had been exported di- 
realy from the country of hich they were the growth, produce, or 
manufacture: —That all duty charged on the import of. foreign or 
colonial goods into either country, ſhall, on their export to the 
other, be either drawn back, or the amount, (if any be retained), 
ſhall be placed to the erędit of the country to which they ihall be 
ſo exported, ſo long as the expenditure of the United Kingdom 
ſhall be defrayed by proportional contributions; provided alwavs, 
that nothing herein ſhall extend to take ayay any duty, bounty, or 
prohibition which exiſts with reſpect to corn, meal, malt, flour, or 
biſcuit ; but that all duties, bounties, or prohibitions on the ſaid 


articles may be regulated, varied, or repealed from time to time 


25 the United Parliament ſhall deem expedient. 


SCHEDULE, No. I. 


Of the Articles to be charged with countervailing Duties upon Import- 
ation from Ireland into Great Britain, and from Great Britain 


into Ireland reſpectively, according to the fixth Article of Union. 


A. 

On Importation into Great Britain from Ireland. 
Beer; =o j 
Bricks and tiles; Silk manufactures, ſilk and cot- 
Candles; | ton mixed manufatures, and 
Chocolate, cocoa paſte, and} filk and worſted mixed manu- 

cocoa ; | faQures ; 

Cordage ; Soap ; 
Cyder and perry ; Spirits; 
Glaſs ; Starch and hair-powder ; 
Hops ; Sugar, refined; 
Leather; [Sweets; 
Mead and metheglin; I Tobacco; 
Paper and books; Verjuice and Vinegar; 
Paper, ſtained; ; Wire. 
Printed goods 7 | 


. 40 2 


8 - = 
—— — ——_—— A _— . ̃ ͤvĩh ͤ ͤ1᷑§« hä 8 — — — - 2 = _ 
— — — : 8 5 1 — 
ay yh. ne - 
(= a 0 4 
— — — — — <2 xa. - £ — — * 1 — — = 
— — 2 > — v— — 
- - — mY as © 8 6 —̃ — —— = i 8 2 - — 
— 7 {= — — 2 2 4 a 1 
2 7 LY ——- 
7 — — - 7 — — 
— 


o 
N 
* 
k 4G 
T1081: | 
: #'+ 1 
33 
! * l 
1 Fab 
4 5 380% 
43; 1 "2x 1 
1 4 : 
431 
*4 
4 1 +. 
FR 77 
+? 17 5 
: TA 1 4 | 
} n 
a * + 1 1 | 
n >. 4 
1 7 
LW 
, 4 
a 9 [1 i "wn 
4 Ly 
02 it 
| „ 
ſ } 5 * +) 
+ *Þ BLN 
* If / l 
' 5 
1 1. Py 
* . [4 T : 
l war 
þ l 15 
N 4 W 
| T5: 
| l 4 
: 
" : N 
7 ". M 
þ | Pp . 
4. ' ; „ 
1 1 
1 8 EE 1 
? "” 1 
Wb 8.7 
4 [ - 
4 x 
* +* 
i283. \ 


h : 1 
| 
LE 
* 
i . 
N 
1 
* 4 
I 
\þ 
N þ 
N 
f 
7 
! 

5 
1 


_ 


* * — =_ 
WT of af , * _ 
. | — 5 a T 

ere ., — E * vb E * LAT — 

- = * p » \ 1+ 4 a -@ + 0 ? , 4 4 4 A * 

2 « "a; 4 q N — 

* . a > pts, 4 4 > De ” —— 4 * 

FR ay a; 5 5 * * * ad 4 5 > 
pO LE CODE ²˙ FÄ > 
. GAGE N * 2 nt = Ce ratio ** 

2 r W's * 2 ” —— 


© OW". 
— UE” 


' 
{ 


— > 


. 
. 
6) 
S275. 
td 
* 
12 
75 2 1 
- 
- . 
_— 
. 
145 * 
BR 
=3 
* 
5 4 
2» 
l I} 
* 
8 
. 
5 1 
7 " 
* 
4 28 
oe 
- 
1 * 
. 
N 
"5 
_” 
$5 
"55 4. 
'* £1 
* 4 
, „ 
0 1 
k . 
x 
85 
3 
> # 
2 
5 8 
3 
1 " 
* * 
1 , 
* 5 
* & 
Iv 
* 3 
F. 
© 
2 
0 
Ls 
. 
— 
. 
BS 
12.38 
* 
* N 
5 4 
* * 
7 
3 
* = 
© 4 +# 
1 1 
pf 
1% 
i - 
N 
+ 
| 34 
1 
d $ o 
"FY o 
1 1 
* 
f = 
\ # 
. 


— - — — 


þ 2 
2 ts * 
— 


\ 


$64 PARLIAMENTARY 


B. 
On Importation into Ireland from Great Britain, 


[Lonns, 


Beer ; | filk and worſted mixed many. 
Glaſs ; factures; 
Leather; Spirits; 
Paper, ſtained ; Sugar, refined ; 
Paper ; Sweets; 
Silk manufaQuures, ſilk and cot Tobacco. 
ton mixed manufactures, and] 


SCHEDULE, No. II. 


Of the Articles charged with the Duties ſpecified upon Importation int 
Great Britain and Ireland reſpectiuely, according to the fixth Ar. 
ticle of the Union. | 
Apparel; braſs, wrought ; cabinet ware; coaches and other 

carriages ; copper, wrought ; cottons, other than callicoes and mul- 
lins ; glaſs ; haberdaſhery ; hats; tin plates, wrought iron, and 
hardware ; gold and filver lace, gold and filver thread, bullion for 
lace, pearl, and ſpangles ; millinery ; paper, ſtained ; pottery; 
ſadlery and other manufactured leather; ſilk manufacture; ſtock- 
ings ten per cent. on the true value. 


Reſolved, That it be the ſcventh article of Union, that the 
charge arifing from the payn:ent of the intereſt, and the ſinking 
fund for the reduetion of the principal of the debt incurred in either 
kingdom before the Union. ſhall continue to be ſeparately defrayed 
by Great Britain and Ireland reſpectively, except as herein- after 
provided :-— That, for the ſpace of twenty years after the Union 
ſhail take place, the contribution of Great Britain and Ircland re- 
ſpeRively, towards the expenditure of the United Kingdom in each 
year, ſhall be defrayed in the proportion of fifteen parts for Great 
Britain, and two parts for Ireland :— That, at the expiration of the 
ſaid twenty years, the future expenditure of the United Kingdom 
(other than the intereſt and charges of the debt to which either 
country ſhall be ſeparately liable,) ſhall be defrayed in ſuch propor- 
tion as the Parliament of the United Kingdom ſhall deem juſt and 
reaſonable, upon a compariſon of the real value of the exports and 
imports of the reſpective countries upon an average of the three 
years next preceding the period of reviſion, or on a compariſon of 
the value of the quantities of the following articles conſumed within 
the reſpective countries on a ſimilar average, viz. beer, ſpirits, 
ſugar, wine, tea, tobacco, and malt, or according to the aggregate 
proportion reſulting from both theſe conſiderations combined, or on 
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a compariſon of the amount of income in each country eſtimated 
from the produce for the ſame period of a general tax (if ſuch ſhall 
have been impoſed) on the ſame deſcriptions of income in both 
countries; and that the Parliament of the United Kingdom ſhall 
afterwards proceed in like manner to reviſe and fix the ſaid propor- 
tions according to the ſame rules, or any of them, at periods not 
more diſtant than twenty years, nor leſs than ſeven years from cach 
other, unleſs, previous to any ſuch period, the Parliament of the 
United Kingdom ſhall have declared, as herein-after provided, that 
the expenditure of the United Kingdom ſhall be defrayed indiſcri- 
minately by equal taxes impoſed on the like articles in both coun- 
tries :-— That, for the defraying the ſaid expenditure according to 
the rules above laid down, the revenucs of Ireland ſhall hereatter 
conſtitute a conſolidated fund, which ſhall be charged, in the firſt 
inſtance, with the intereſt of the debt of Ireland, and with the 
ſinking fund applicable to the reduction of the ſaid debt, and the 
remainder ſhal] be applied towards defraying the proportion of the 
expenditure of the United Kingdom to which Ireland may be liable 
in each year: — That the proportion of contribution to which 
Great Britain and Ireland will be liable, ſhall be raiſed by ſuch 
taxes in each country reſpectively as the Parliament of the United 
Kingdom ſhall from time to time deem fit; provided always, that 
in regulating the taxes in each country, by which their reſpective 
proportions ſhall be levied, no article in Ireland ſhall be made liable 
to any new or additional duty by which the whole amount of duty 
payable thereon would exceed the amount which will be thercafter 
payable in England on the like article :— That if, at the end of any 
year, any ſurplus ſhall accrue from the revenues of Ireland, after 
defraying the intereſt, ſinking fund, and proportional contribution 
and ſeparate charges to which the ſaid country ſhall then be liable, 
taxes ſhall be taken off to the amount of ſuch ſurplus, or the ſur- 
plus ſhall be applied by the Parliament of the United Kingdom to, 

local purpoſes in Ireland, or tv make good any deficiency which may 
ariſe in the revenues of Ireland in time of peace, or be inveſted, by 
the Commiſſioners of the National Debt of Ireland, in the funds, 
to accumulate for the benefit of Ireland, at compound intereſt, in 
eaſe of the contribution of Ireland in time of war; provided that 
the ſurplus ſo to accumulate ſhall at no future period be ſuf- 
fered to exceed the ſum of five millions: That all monies to be 
raiſed after the Union by loan in peace or war for the ſervice of the 
United Kingdom by the Parliament thereof, ſhall be conſidered to 
be a joint debt, and the charges thereof ſhall be borne by the re- 
IpeQive countries in the proportion of their reſpeAiye contributions; 
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provided that if at any time, in raiſing their reſpective contributions 
hereby fixed for each country, the Parliament of the United King- 
dom ſhall judge it fit to raiſe a greater proportion of ſuch reſpeQiye 
contributions in one country within the year than in the other, or 
to ſet apart a greater proportion of ſinking fund for the liquidation 
of the whole or any part of the loan raiſed on account of the one 
country than of that raiſed on account of the other country, then 
fuch part of the ſaid loan, for the liquidation of which different 
proviſions ſhall have been made for the reſpective countries, ſhall 
be kept diſtin, and ſhall be borne by each ſeparately, and only 
that part of the ſaid loan be deemed joint and common, for the re- 
duction of which the reſpective countries ſhall have made proviſion 
in the proportion of their reſpedive contributions :— That, if at 
any future day the ſeparate debt of each country reſpectively ſhall 
have been liquidated, or if the values of their reſpective debts ſeſti- 
mated according to the amount of the intereſt and annuities attend- 
ing the ſame, and of the ſinking fund applicable to the reduction 
thereof, and to the period within which the whole capital of ſuch 


[Lonps. 


debt ſhall appear to be redeemable by ſuch ſinking fund) ſhall be 


to each other in the ſame proportion with the reſpective contributions 
of each country reſpectively, or if the amount by which the value of 
the larger of ſuch debts ſhall vary from ſuch proportion ſhall not 
exceed one hundredth part of the ſaid value; and if it ſhall appear 
to the Parliament of the United Kingdom, that the reſpective cir- 
cumſtances of the two countries will thenceforth admit of their con- 
tributing indiſcriminately, by equal taxes impoſed on the ſame arti- 
cles in each, to the future expenditure of the United Kingdom, it 
ſhall be competent to the Parliament of the United -Kingdom to de- 
Clare, that all future expence thenceforth to be incurred, together 
with the intereſt and charges of all joint debts contracted previous 
to ſuch declaration, ſhall be ſo defrayed indiſcriminately by equal 
taxes impoſed on the ſame articles in each country, and thenceforth 
from time to time, as circumſtances may require, to impoſe and ap- 
ply ſuch taxes accordingly, ſubjeQ only to ſuch particular exemp- 
tions or abatements in Ireland, and in that part of Great Britain 
called Scotland, as circumſtances may appear from time to time to 
demand: — That, from the period of ſuch declaration, it ſhall no 
longer be neceſſary to regulate the contribution of the two countries 
towards the future expenditure of the United Kingdom, according 
to any ſpecific propoi tion, or according to any of the rules herein- 


before preſcribed ; provided nevertheleſs, that the intereſt or 


charges which may remain on account of any part of the ſeparate 
debt with which either country ſhall be chargeable, and which ſhall 
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not be liquidated or conſolidated proportionably as above, ſhall, 
until extinguiſhed, continue to be defrayed by ſeparate taxes in each 


country: — That a ſum not leſs than the ſum which has been 


granted by the Parliament of Ireland, on the average of fix years 
immediately preceding the 1ſt day of January, in the year 1800, in 
premiums for the internal encouragement of agriculture or manu- 
factures, or for the maintaining inſtitutions for pious and charitable 
purpoſes, ſhall be applied, for the period of twenty years after the 
Union, to ſuch local purpoſes in Ireland, in ſuch manner as the 
Parliament of the United Kingdom ſhall dire&t :— That, from 
and after the 1ſt day of January 1801, all public revenue ariſing 
to the United Kingdom from the territorial dependencies thereof, 
and applied to the general expenditure of the United Kingdom, 
ſhall be ſo applied in the proportions of the reſpeRive contributions 
of the two countries. 

Reſolved, That it be the eighth article of the Union, that all 
laws in force at the time of the Union, and all the Courts of Civil 
and Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction within the reſpeQive kingdoms, ſhall 
remain now as by law eſtabliſhed within the fame, fubje& only to 
ſuch alterations and regulations from time to time as circumſtances 
may appear to the Parliament of the United Kingdom to require; 
provided that all writs of error and appeals depending at the time of 
the Union, or hercafter to be brought, and which might now be 
finally decided by the Houſe of Lords of either kingdom, ſhall from 
and after the Union be finally decided by the Houſe of Lords of the 
United Kingdom ; and provided that, from and after the Union, 
there ſhall remain in Ireland an Inſtance Court of Admiralty, for 
the determination of cauſes civil and maritime only ; and that the 
appeal from ſentences of the ſaid Court, ſhall be to His Majeſty's 
delegates in his Court of Chancery in that part of the United 
Kingdom called Ireland ; and that all laws at preſent in force in 
either kingdom, which ſhall be contrary to any of the proviſions 
which may be enacted by any act for carrying theſe articles into ef- 
fect, be from and after the Union repealed, 


ADDRESS TO THE KING. 


Moft Gracious Sovereign, 


Ws, your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal ſubjects, the Lords 


Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in Parliament aſſembled, 
humbly beg leave to acquaint your Majeſty, that, in conformity to 
your Majeſty's gracious meſſage, laying before us the Reſolutions 
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of the Lords and Commons of Ireland, we have proceeded to re. 
ſame the confideration of the great and important ſubject of a Le- 
giſlative Union between Great Britain and Ireland ; and it is with 
unſpeakable ſatisfaction we have obſerved the conformity of the faid 
Reſolutions to thoſe principles which we humbly ſubmitted to your 
Majeſty in the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, as calculated to form the 
baſis of ſuch a ſettlement. 

With the few alterations and additions which we have found it 
neceflary to ſuggeſt, we conſider theſe Reſolutions as fit to form 
Articles of Union between Great Britain and Ireland; and if thoſe 
alterations and additions ſhall be approved by the two Houſes of the 


Parliament of Ireland, we are ready to confirm and ratify theſe 


Articles, in order that the ſame may be eſtabliſhed for ever by the 
mutual conſent of both Parliaments. : 

We offer to your Majeſty our humble congratulations upon tlie 
near proſpect of the accompliſhment of a work, which your Majelty, 
as the common Father of vour people, has juſtly declared to be fo 
near your heart; concurring, as we do, with your Houſes of Par- 
Hiament in Ireland, in the full conviction that, by incorporating the 
Legiſlatures, and conſolidating the reſources of the two kingdoms, 


| we ſhall increaſe the power and ſtability of the Britiſh empire, and 


ſhall at the ſame time contribute in the moſt effectual manner to 
the improvement of the commerce, the ſecurity of the religion, and 
the preſervativn of the liberties of your Majeſty's ſubjects in 
Ireland. 


20 2 „ 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Thurſday, May 8. 


The Lords deſired a conference with the Commors, upon the 
ſubject of the Propoſitions of the Iriſh Parliament, for an incorpo 
rating Union between Great Britain and Ircland, The fame Mem- 
bers as were appointed on a former night to confer with the Lord 
a:tended for that purpoſe. | 

The MasTER OF THE ROLLS reported, on their return, that 
the managers had met the Lords at the conference, which was ma: 
' naged on the part of the Lords by the Duke of Portland; and that 


ttt 


the conference was to acquaint this Houſe, that the Lords, having 


taken into their conſideration the Reſolutions communicated to the 
Lords by this Houte at a conference on Tueſday laſt, have agreed {0 
the ſaid Reſolutions, with ſeveral amendments, to which the Lordi 
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defire the concurrence of this Houſe : and, having alſo taken into 
their conſideration the Addreſs communicated at the faid conference, 


have agreed to the ſame, and filled up the blank therein with (Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal, and—) 


And the ſaid amendments being once read, | 

Ordered, That they be taken into farther conſideration to- 
morrow. | | 

Mr. HOBHOUSE now obſerved, that the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, towards the concluſion of laſt ſeſſion, had given notice 
that he would early in the preſent ſeſſion bring forward a motion, 
not leſs dictated by juſtice than by ſound policy, upon the ſubje of 
the Negro Slave Trade. With reſpe& to the juſtice and policy of- 
legiſlative interference, there certainly exiſted the ſame degree of 
urgency as ever; and he was ſurpriſed that the right honourable 
gentleman had not mentioned the ſubje& to the Houſe. * He wiſhed 
to aſk him whether it was his intention to make any ſuch motion 
before the preſent ſeſſion was determined? f 
Mr. Chancellor PITT tated, that had it not been for the very 


important buſineſs that had occupied the attention of the Houſe, he 
„ woſt aſſuredly ſhould have brought forward the motion alluded to 
dy the honourable gentleman. It was his intention to bring it for- 
2 ward the earlieſt opportunity. He was the more convinced, by 


what had already paſſed, that it was neceffary for the Houſe to take 

up the conſideration of this important queſtion without delay. | 
Mr. HOBHOUSE ſaid he had no intention to im pute any blame 

— whatever to the right honourable gentleman ; but he felt ſome 


anxiety to know whether the ſubject would be brought before Par- 
lament during the preſent ſeſſion. | | 
Mr. T. JONES now addreſſed the Speaker nearly as follows: 
Sir, I riſe, in conſequence of a notice given ſome days fince, to 
the bring forward a motion on the ſubject of the preſent War with the 
rp0- Republic of France. This, Sir, is a very awful moment for me': 
em- No man, I will venture to ſtate, Mr. Speaker, ever addreſſed you 
ord under greater difficulties and diſadvantages—But, Sir, I have great 
confidence in the juſtice of my cauſe ; I have a ſtrong reliance on 
the candour and indulgence of this Houſe : and, farthermore, 1 
truſt much to that Providence which has prompted me (and which 


that 
Ma- 


that bone has prompted me) to bring forward the motion which I ſhall 
wing have: the honour to preſent to this Houſe (in the ſhape of an Addreſs 
o the e His Majeſty) this night, for its acceptance or rejection. 
ed to . ©! aflure the Houſe, that I ſhall compreſs what I have to ſay 
Lords WF" as ſhort a compaſs as the magnitude and importance of the ſub- 


ject will allow of. 
Vor. XI. 
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« Moreover, Sir, before I proceed further, I wiſh to be moſt 
thoroughly underſtood on this occaſion. I do affure the Houſe, 
that if, for one moment, I conceived our Laws, our Liberties, our 
Religion, or one atom of our moſt glorious Conſtitution, were in 
danger, I would not ſtand up here for the purpoſe which I do nau; 
but I would ſupport the war, and the counſels which condud it, 
with the'ſame zeal and firmneſs, and reſolution, which I did within 
theſe walls, and without them, when 1 conceived they ll really 
were. | 
« Ina juſt and neceſſary war, to ſupport the intereſts and the ho. 
nour of my country, I would undergo the ſevereſt privations, and 
recommend it to others ſo to do; but in what I conceive an unjuſt, 
an unneceſſary, and an impraQiicable purſuit, I think it my moſt 
bounden duty to recommend ſuch counſels as ſhall produce a nego- 
tiation for peace. 

« After eight years of a war of various expedients and com. 
plexions, and not without intermediate negotiations, a new gra of 
the war appears —His Majeſty's Miniſters, by not liſtening to the 
propoſals of peace, have at length pulled off the maſk, flung away 
the ſcabbard, and commenced what I muſt denominate (and as ſuch 
denounce) a Bellum Bourboninum. 

« Sir, if this point ſhould be diſputed, I would aſk the Miniſter 
diſtinQly, for what object we are at war? TI wiſh to bring this 
point to iſſue. I want to know, plainly, for what object on earth 
the people of England are groaning under an unprecedented and in- 
quiſitorial ſyſtem of taxation; and for what object His Majeſiys 
Miniſters are at this moment promoting, the common carnage of 
their fellow creatures, almoſt over the whole world, with Britiſh 
gold; if it be not for the re · eſtabliſhment of the antient Govern- 
ment of France ? ; 

« Sir, are we contending for the ſovereignty of the ſeas ? Thank 
God, we have it— Witneſs the fleets of France and Spain, non 
cooped up in Breſt harbour! Witneſs the mutilated and capitulated 
marine of Holland! Witneſs the brilliant and tranſcendent vide 
ries of Lords Howe, St. Vincent, Duncan, and Nellon ! Witnels 
that proud day for Old England, when the captured colours of 
France, Spain, and Holland, were depoſited and conſecrated in St, 
Paul's cathedral, amid the blaze of majeſty, amid the joy and glad 
neſs, religion, enthuſiaſm, and loyalty of the People. ; 

* Six, are we fighting for the ſafety of our commerce? We, di, 
have monopolized almoſt the commerce of the whole world . 
neſs our ports (perhaps too much ſe) crowded with the ſhips of al 
the nations of the carth. | 
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Can we be fearful for the ſafety of our territorial poſſeſſions 
in India? Here, Sir, I muſt ſay a few words on the French ex- 
pedition to Egypt. I certainly, Sir, did, here in my place, predict 
its deſtination, and did pray for its diſcomfiture and annihilation+ 
we have experienced the truth of the former ; and know that, for- 
tunately for the world, the latter has taken place. 

« Now, Sir, to aſcertain the magnitude of this expedition as to 
the Britiſh intereſts in India, I would refer the Houſe to His Ma- 
jeſty's ſpeech of November 20, 1798, after the naval part only 
was happily deſtroyed “. 

« Again, Sir, I muſt draw the attention of the Houſe to His 
Majeſty's ſpeech on the 24th September 1799 1, after the accounts 
were received of the wonderful acts of proweſs of Sir Sidney Smith 
and his brave comrades, and to whom, Sir, you know my good in- 
tentions ; and I truſt Government will anticipate any propoſition of 
reward of mine on that ſubject. f 

« But, Sir, fince that wonderful ſiege of Acre, the total abandon- 
ment of Egypt has taken place. Why then, Sir, if the Britiſh in- 
tereſts in India were, according to the ſentiments of His Majeſty's 
Miniſters, announced from the Throne to be © in that quarter in 
a ſtate of ſolid and permanent ſecurity,” what muſt they be now? 
But, Sir, if ſecurity does not exiſt there in full force, let us turn our 
eyes to India herſelf, and contemplate the vigilance, deciſion, and 
wiſdom of the Governor-General (Lord Mornington), by whoſe 
prompt zeal and tranſcendent abilities, aided and ſupported by the 
military ſkill and valour of General Harris and his officers and 
men, the black tyrant of Seringapatam, the moſt inveterate ericmy 
of Great Britain, the tyger Tippoo Sultan, is laid low : and here I 
muſt again tefer the Houſe to His Majeſty's ſpeech of 24th Sep- 
tember 1799 f. 5 : 

Then, Sir, as to India, become the cotter-ſtone of Great 
Britain, I hope I do not preſume too much when I exprefs my moſt 
languine wiſhes, that the right honourable the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer will condeſcend to own the exiſtence of his favourite 
2 of peace, (and which I agree with him in thinking ſuch.) 

ecurity, ; 
„Now, with regard to Italy, as far as we are concerned, (I ſhall 
lay more of her hereafter when ſpeaking of Auftria,)—we have, by 
the vaſt exertions of Admiral Lord Nelſon and Commodore Trow- 
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+ Ibid, vol. x, P · 1—8. 


4D 2 


p * ” g 
* r - £ — - q 2 
2 n . "oo - * 9 2 

a eee * — — — 2 N — * 
1 . * 1 way Ä wo" — * wn - yy = * * 8 a" 

— „ *. ms Wo +" N 2 El” ay wo - ” * 1ST EY k 5 y . 44 — 

— IF 1 * 4 a, N — [7 
- 2 Page Pl 9 — _ 


E 4 24 44 I 
* r 5, N 14 5 * . ' 
uo WE tare... Fx 8 


— * 4 _ ; ** 
8 og ES; AF. 


—4 


4 — — — — 5 
„„ 
N. a 


* 
4+. 
— OI 
* _ 1 .& 
2 2 — muß 


— 8 1 " g , a F 2 
wn AS r rere r 10 
8 n SEE . — 2 "I N 
„ ina: 7. + » * 
o * - —— 


SS 2 — 
—ä—— — — oe fined 
* 5 7 


1 _ PLS — 


» Gan 


_ 8 a. * 
— — —— — 2 


2 
K 


by 
1 
yo 5: 
-» 


* ” Cy Im. 


6% 

r 
p 2 F y 
* 9 4 


11 — 
3 

_— 

— " & 


N 
* — 
. 


ib) 


» 1 * F 
— 2 EN 


a 


— 2 * "IX 
— Se I. ? — 2 
8 _ 


* n 
1 De * ne th — e 
* * 


„ 


88 1 
-— EE rr — 


24 Ern 
1 * 


* 
- 
r 
A 


* "+ > = * 
7 "* — W * * "> 


"I 
. 12 
— 2 


3 — Ga _— _ R 
* — 2 See reads, 


— 


Is 
LN OSes 


1a ues eas 
* < * 


er — 5 
1 $2, 1. 


——— 


— 
N. 
22 

9 


* 


— 
. 
n 


* — 
n „ 


"= 
—— 8 * — 
- 1 


2 — 
— 


— — 3 an . b I 22 
F T 


.. "Fa" 


- ho 
o "| baſs $4.2 "2 
2 


— e . < GI — 


572 PARLIAMENTARY 


bridge, re-enthroned the fugitive King of Naples ; and we have, in 
fact, re- elected the Pope—and at this moment the Papal banner 
waves in triumph its proclamation of the re-eſtabliſhment of the 
Romiſh Faith to its numerous adherents ſcattered over the face of 
the earth. : 

« Are His Majeſty's Miniſters bent on the reinſtatement of the 
Stadtholderian Government in Hulland? I do not wiſh to remind 
the Houſe of misfortunes ; but we have tried that, and we know the 
reſult—everlaſting diſgrace to England and Ruſſia, and no inquiry 
granted. God forbid any more human-nature expeditions, unleſs, 
if they ſhould fail, we can bring the authors of ſuch failure (let 
them be whom they may) to condign puniſhment ! 

Now, Sir, I truſt we ſhall not hear any of His Majeſty's 
Miniſters contending that we are at war to extirpate Jacobiniſm, 
That plague and peſtilence, thank God! is extinct. God, Al. 
mighty God, ** hath bruiſed the ſerpent's head.” 

«« Then, again, Sir, I muſt aſk the Miniſter ſeriouſly, for what 
object are we contending, but for the re-eſtabliſhment of the ancient 
Government of France? Here, Sir, I heſitate not to aver, that! 
cannot diſcover that the exiſtence of the preſent Government of 
France is incompatible with, or its deſtruction neceſſary to, the 
ſafety of this country. Sir, I ſee nothing in it that ought to pre- 
clude a negociation for peace. Sir, I ſee quite the contrary. 
England has not tried the faith of Republican France: England 
has had reaſon to know the perfidy and ambition of Monarchical 
France; to illuſtrate and elucidate which moſt fully and incontro- 
vertibly, I ſhall deſire the clerk to read an addreſs to the Com- 
mons, of the date of April 19th, 1689. | This was read ac- 
cordingly *. | | 25 

« Well, Sir, ſo much for the Perfidy, the Ambition, and the 
Jacobiniſm of Monarchical France! 

Now, Sir, it will be neceflary for my purpoſe, to ſhew the 
ſtate of the war and the neceſlity of peace, to go into the alliances 
and ſubfidies, as they have ſtood, and as they now ſtand, relatively 
to ourſelves and the reſpective nations concerned; which I ſhall © 
with all the brevity poſſible, and in as accurate a manner as m) 
limited means and individual exertions will allow of. 

On the 21ſt January 1794, copies of Conventions entered 


[CoMmong, 


into between His Britannie Majeſty and the Emperor of German), 


the Kings of Pruſſia, Spain, Sicily, the Queen of Portugal, and 


6 


— 1 


* See Debrett's Parliamentary Papers, vol, i. p. 296. 
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* the Landgraves of Heſſe-Caſſel and Baden, were laid on this 
er table ! 


he Of theſe allies, Pruſſia took our gold, and ſoon laid down her 

of arms and baſely deſerted us. A more deteſtable at of meanneſs 
never blackened the annals of Hiſtory ! 

he « Spain, that miſerable and inefficient Government, ſoon fell 

nd into the poſſeſſion of French counſels ; and now her galleons ſerve 

he to reward our brave tars ; and their fleet, cooped up in Breſt har- 

iry bour, as I told you in my place it would be, proclaims her diſgrace 

ls, to the ſurrounding nations of the world. 

let « Of the King of Sicily I have ſpoken. 


« "The unfortunate and helpleſs Queen of Portugal goes on in 
y's the confederacy. 


m. « The Landgraves (if J miſtake not) made peace in ſy mpathy 
Al. with the EleQor of Hanover. 


« A word or two on Auſtria, generally called our grand ally. 


hat « On looking over His Majeſty's ſpeeches during the war, I not 
ent only find occaſionally (I will not on all occaſions trouble the Houſe 
t 1 with having them read, but refer to them as I go along) great and 
of due encomiums on that power, but I alſo find an interval, or rather 
the exchange of praiſe, in favour of Ruſſia ; which interval and ex- 
re- change of praiſe may fairly be traced to the defection of Auſtria 
ry; after the treaty of Campo- Formio, (which treaty was ſigned on the 
and 17th October 1797,) of which I ſhall ſpeak again, and more fully, 
ical when I come to the Ruſſian treaty ; but I muſt refer the Houſe 


tro- here to His Majeſty's ſpeeches on November 2d, 1797 *, and 
November 2oth, 1798 fin the former of which, not one word 
is to be found of the Auſtrians; and in the latter, not only not one 
word, but great ſtreſs js laid on the magnanimity (he then might 
deſerve it!) of the Emperor of Ruſſia: and here the Houſe will 
not fail to recolle& the fact, that Auſtria has taken our millions, 
and paid little ox no intereſt for them. The Houſe, I truſt, and 
the Nation, will moreover never forget the Miniſter ſending out of 
the country to the Emperor the ſum of 1, 200, oool. while the 
Parliament was fitting, and without aſking the conſent: of Parlia- 
ment ; and that, furthermore, he took no indemnity for having thus 
violated the conſtitutional privileges of the Houſe. 

Gentlemen ſometimes talk of the aggrandizing ſpirit of 
France : let them, for one moment, look at Auſtria, Has ſhe not 
all the luſt of power that belongs to the moſt deſperate ambition ? 


3 


1 See Parliamentary Regiſter, vol. iv. p. 2, et ſeq. 
t Ibid, vol. vii. p. 1-3. : 
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Why, after the Campo-Formio treaty, (by the ſecret articles «f 


[Commons, 


which we are taught to believe ſhe bargained for the plunder of 


Venice, and of which Venice we have heard nothing fince ; and 
moreover, by which ſecret articles we are alſo taught to believe ſhe 
acquieſced in the ſtarvation of one of her own Germanic fortreſſes, 
Ehrenbreitſtein— why, I ſay, after the ſaid treaty, has ſhe again 
conſented to be ſubſidized by Britiſh gold? Why but to promote 
her ambitious views, and add to her extenſion of territory! We 
all know her wiſhes as to Sardinia, As to Italy, the conqueſts of 
Bonaparte are all, ſave Genoa, gone; and, from the accounts 
which have reached us, perhaps at this moment ſhe has completely 
routed the armies of Suchet and Maffena, and is in poſſeſſion of 
Genoa. I humbly think that ſhe will, by her immenfe armies, 


| deſtroy the balance of power in Europe, and deſpotize over the 


Continent. Whence aroſe her quarrel with Ruſſia, but that 
Suwarrow would not aid her inordinate ambition? and J maintain 
that we are now foſtering her projeQs, to our own future evil ; and, 
what is ſtill worſe, we are abſolutely pampering her with ſhovel- 
fulls of Britiſh gold. So much for griping Auſtria ! 

I now come to a convention between His Britannic Majeſty 


and His Majeſty the Emperor of all the Ruſſias, ſigned at Peterſ. 


burgh in June 1799—(and here, it is to be obſerved, there was a 
treaty, a proviſional one, to induce, but in vain, the King of Pruſſia 
to take a part, ſigned at Peterſburgh in December 1798) — formed 
(I humbly imagine, and I truſt I am borne out in the fact by the 
date of His Majeſty's ſpeech, and the ſubſtance of it) after the de- 
feQion of the Emperor from the common cauſe. Not one word 
therein on Auſtria, The treaty of Campo-Formio was ſigned on 
the 17th October 1797, and the date of His Majeſty's firſt ſpeech 
after this event is the 2d November 1797 *. 

«© The next in ſucceſſion (quoted for a fimilar purpoſe on the 
head of Auſtria) is on the 20th November 1798 f. Not a word 
on Auſtria—And then comes ſome notice of Auſtria again, after the 
campaign (a very glorious one, no doubt,) in Italy: but what | 
wiſh the Houſe to notice here, is the wonderful encomiums on the 
Emperor of Ruſſia, concerning whoſe alliance, and the preſent ſtate 
of it, I wiſh now to ſpeak F. 

Before I proceed further in this treaty, I will, by leave of the 
Houſe, ſtate, that at the time it was laid on this table, I did propoſe 


—— — 


Parliamentary Regiſter, vol. iv. p. 2, et ſeq. 
+ Ibid. vol. vii. p. 1—8. 
2 His Majeſty's Speech, Sept. 24, 1799. Parl, Reg. vol x. p. 1—8. 
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its diſcuſſion, thinking it a very impolitic one. My reaſons were 
founded partly on my own obſervation and thinking, and confirmed 
by a paper which I ſhall read to the Houſe on this ſubject “. 
The only anſwer, however, that I or the Nation ever got to this 
propoſition to diſcuſs the treaty, was an adjournment, an unprece- 
dented adjournment, for three months, on a Saturday at half paſt 


The honourable Member here read the following Letter to the 
Editor of the Fournal Du Commerce : 

« Tt appears that the Engliſh are not more fortunate in their Governors 
than we have hitherto been. One would almoſt think that Pitt muſt be 
too much devoted to Ruſſia, or that his animoſity againſt France renders 
him blind to the particular intereſts of his own country, and prevents 
him from ſeeing that the Ruſſian marine, ſupported and inſtructed in the 
Engliſh ſchool, will ſoon ruin its miſtreſs! How, indeed, is it poſſible 
to believe that a Sovereign poſſeſſed of thirty millions of ſubjects, im- 
menſe foreſts, fertile mines Wan kind, in a word, every thing neceſ- 
ſary for tripling, in a ſhort time, his marine, already very formidable in 
the Baltic, and abſolute miſtreſs of the Black Sea and the Caſpian, will 
limit his ambition to the bare poſſeſſion of a few ports in the Mediter. 
ranean, without deriving advantage from them at the expence of the com- 
merce of England, and turning his attention to the two Indies, where as 
yet, of all the maritime powers, he has acquired no footing ? Is it poſ- 
ſible that he will not direct his views to theſe objects, or to the Archi- 
pelago and Conſtantinople, which will be incloſed within his dominions, 
and where the Greeks are more numerous than the Turks? It is aftoniſh. 
ing that this very obvious reflection has eſcaped the Evgliſh, and that 
they ſhould have had the credulity to believe that a Prince like the Em. 
peror of Ruſſia will always prefer their ſubſidy to the ſource from whence 
they derive their riches! Another circumſtance, which ought to excite 
the apprehenſions of England, or rather of all Europe, is the legion of 
Malta, which Paul propoſes to maintain at the expence of every State, 
and which he is defirous to reinforce by the addition of the company of 
Jeſus, The conduct of this company is well known. We know that the 
very expenſive Order of Malta was always of little uſe to the ſafety of 
the Mediterranean ; and it has become entirely uſeleſs fince the alliance 
of the Chriſtian Powers with the Turks has become frequent. It can 
therefore be of no ſervice but to the intereſts of Ruſſia. It is true, that 


the Knights of Malta will not, like their co-adjutors the Jeſuits, have the 


guidance of the conſciences of men, and the management of education. 
But they will form a body. They are of noble families, and devoted to 
celibacy ; of courſe ambitious, capable of betraying their country to the 
intereſts of their Chief. The oath, indeed, which they take to this here. 
ditary Chief renders them ſuſpicious in the eyes of thoſe governments 
which have not forgotten the conduct of the Teutonic Order of the 
Knights of the Croſs, and many others. Whatever may be the iſſue of 


e preſent war, it is certain that it will be diſaſtrous to ſeveral members 


of the coalition, eſpecially to England, which muſt fink within ten years 


under the burden of her debts, or under the ambition of Ruſſia. She has 


— means of ſafety but an alliance with the French and Dutch 


blics. 
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twelve o'clock. Such an adjournment I do not believe is to be 
found in any one Hiſtory of England ; and, until lately, no more 
has been heard of the Emperor Paul. 

«© Now, Sir, if any faith is to be placed in proclamations and 
manifeſtoes, (I confeſs I place none myſelf ſince the famous Brun. 
wick one,) no potentate ever had a greater claim to confidence from 


[Commoxs, 


his allies than the Emperor Paul. But how ſtands the fat? He 


has certainly performed the part as to Auſtria (till the quarrel com. 
menced) : but then we paid him for it. What has he done for us? 
Where is he now? How ſtands the fact as to England? He has 
had his rotten ſhips docked, he has had his ſoldiers put into barracks 
at Jerſey, at an expence to England of not leſs than thirty- five thou- 
ſand pounds. 

« In the courſe of the winter, a moſt able, experienced and gal. 
lant officer, Sir Home Popham, has been ſent with a ſuit of officers 
to navigate his ſhips (a plan I diſlike on the principle of the paper I 
read), and, I take it for granted, with ſome more Britiſh gold: and 
further, if I am rightly informed, this embaſſy has not been re- 
ceived; the credentials unaccepted ; and an audience refuſed, 
Nay, forther—IF I am rightly informed, the refident Ambaſſador 
(Lord Whitworth), is ordered home moſt per: mptorily. I again 
aſk, where is this mighty Paul ? where is this mighty, mercenary 
Monocrat, Paul the Firſt? Abiit, exceſſit, evaſit, erupit. 

« He march to Paris! he meant to go to Malta !—He rebuild 
the Baſlile! he meant to proclaim himſelf in Corſica! and, per- 


| haps, in a deliberate act of mercy, to convert it into a mild Siberia! 


He re-enthrone the Bourbons ! he pants to enthrone himſelf in In- 
dia !-—The next account I expect to hear of him is, that he has 


formed a ſtrict alliance with Bonaparte, and is marching to attack 


Conftantinople ; for we know that the family on the Throne of the 
Ruſſias have ever cheriſhed the idea that Conſtantinople is a part 
of their inheritance. But I ought to be cautious how I ſpeak 
againſt this Emperor Paul, whoſe virtues have entitled him to be- 
come the theme of a moſt brilliant and beautiful Poem, beautifully 
bound, and fit for the libraries of Kings, or to be kept in cotton in 
the port-folios of Miniſters ! 

„ Farther, as to treaties— Since the defection of Paul, his Bri- 
tannic Majeſty has entered into a treaty with the Elector Palatine 
of Bavaria, figned at Munich, March 16, 1800; whergby he is 


to place, at the diſpofirion of His Majeſty, 12 or perhaps 20,000 


men. I catainly think ſome of the articles very odd, but ſhall not 
diſcuſs them now. If I may gnets, moreover, from the anſwer 
which the right honourable the Chancellor of the Exchequer ga 
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me to a queſtion I took the liberty of putting to him concern- 
ing the army of Conde a few days fince, we have alſo ſubſidized 
the Condeans ! | 

« More Britiſh gold! His Majeſty's Miniſters appear to be the 
recruiting ſerjeants of Europe! But, Sir, before J go farther, I will 
till them, that there are ſome things accompliſhable by arms, and 
ſome which no human force can accompliſh. You may ram down 
an Union, you may ram down a Bourbon Tax, with bayonets ; 
but, with Auſtrians, Hungarians, Portugueze, Neapolitans, Con- 
deans, Vendeans, and Chouans, you cannot ram down Royalty in 
France. Moreover, I tell you, you ought not to try it: no book 
that ever I read on the Law of Nations, juſtifies fo violent a pto- 
cedure. . 

„Now, Sir, as to the evils of war, I ſhall ſay but little, as we 
all know them, and lament them. But I muſt be allowed to ſay, 
that His Majeſty's Miniſters, Placemen, Penfioners, Contractors, 
and (as the great Lord Chatham moſt juſtly called them) Retnitters 
and Clothiers, and the Blood. fuckers of the country, charge, as it 
were, in armour by virtue of their places, their penſions, their con- 
| tracts, their premiums, and their jobbs ; while the coutitry gentle- 
| men of England are ſhot through and through. 
| « I muſt add, ſpeaking of Miniſters in general, that, of all 

people in the world, they are the worſt judges of the calamities of 
| war. In the ſphere they move, and in the train of Majeſty, they 
ſee nothing but gilded palaces, ſplendid equipages, choice viands, 
gold and filver plate, patrician galas, and every thing that conveys 
magnificence and plenty. They cannot have any idea of the mi- 
ſery, the pinchings, the poverty, the grinding ſtarvation, in many 
0 private, old and reſpectable families. But, at this preſent period, 
i 
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Fhen it has pleaſed Almighty God to deny moſt of the nations of 
the earth their uſual fruits, it is peculiarly incumbent on its rulers 


4 
N > J =_ 
7 o 
* 5 ol 
4 4 "il - SQ 1 
1 4 
l | 0 . 3 
£ [ 7 
T Þ * 1 44 
„ 4 1 
y 
n G = 17 
L 1 47 - 12 1 #07 
. 1 V 
1 0 5 
14 — 28 
11 
n. 0 4 
1 , 
1 
* * 
7 1 gt 
- 1 a 
. 
L w 
. / { 7 
. : G 4 \ 
. 14 
+} | 
" 4 | 
1 159 
5 1 } 
4 7% 
a: 4 1 
KF" 
4 4 1 4” : 
"7 ' 
4 14 9 
1 
* N Li 
: 4! 
_ 
p LE: I. 
"1 1 G * 4 
N Ln 
* 7 1 
I J 
5 7 Mi 
I; r * 
4 714 v 1 
1 3 197 7 
1 1\ 
'" * 
vo red 
111 nn 
7 7 l h x 
1 Mn 
„ . 7 * 
5 '*E 4% 
N 19 d 
N 5 6 4 
, 21 4 
1. 4 $ 
Te | I. 
1 #1 
: f * ** 
1 
, 1 1 
Ming . 
n : A 
n 4 ne 4 
14 e 
171 
> 1155 BIT! 
W 19 4 1 
: . 4 1 TY 
N 118 
1 4 
: 4 * 
1 
: \ 7 * 
od Mn 
. 1 19. 
wy i 0 [ 
1 A. 4 l 1. E 
n 
1 | 4 
1 h P 
: o - 1 + \ 
c IF. j . 
TS f l 
f 1 
. i wk 
4 bi 1 117 
l 1 Fi 
. 4 ' 
Aa 
* 4 4 - 
; OY! 
1 * 
1 N 
16 
- f 
. U 
1 $ 
” 
n \ 
. 
„ 
11 
- * 
| = p 
bi 5 4 
ry w— | * 1 
y % 
i _—_ ; 
: * * 
F "w » Bk 
"1% 
21 »at 
. n 2 „ 
1 5 1 
we 
3. [ 
ot - " 
1 1 
1 
1 9 4 4 
1 c 
is yy 
. a, 
4 | 
all 
; : 0 
\ \ 
Fa 
. 
: 14 
; 
To f 
© G i 
o 
I 'E 
1 1 1 
5 U 
4 
as bs 
W | 4 
1 7 
5 
} 
: * 
N 
1 
1 
1 
1 
þ 
. 
| 75 
by, 4 
4 % 
FT 
199 


— ꝗ— ATT” ou GS 
_—— — ——__— K—— v —— 
— 2233. : — 
— — — 
W a» - 


8 to promote the ways of peace. Above all, England ſhould ſhew g 1 
. the example: and I take the liberty of ſaying to His Majeſty's „ 
y Miniſters, Contemplate the ſtate of Europe; contemplate our ſove- | 

a reignty of the ſeas, our proſperity of commerce, our ſecurity in 

| India, the poſſeſſion of almoſt all the Dutch and French colonies, 

1 the extermination of Jacobiniſm ; the ambition, the expence, and 

q the ſelfiſh views, not to mention the ſwindling, of ſome of our 

8 allies: contemplate our internal ſtrength, our univerſal loyalty, our 

E unſnaken religion, and our glorious Conſtitution, impaired, no 

2 out, by the ravages of His Majeſty's Miniſters, but not quite 


ſkeletonized : contemplate all theſe things; and then, in the name 


of God, carry not on the war until the people of England have 
Vol. XI. : 4E 5 
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| nought to ſubſiſt on but (in the language of the Book of Common 


Prayer) the © Bread of Tears!“ And for what? why, to ſet uy 
what I have heard called in this Houſe the Old Stool of the 
Monarchy of France,” but what I take the liberty of calling (in the 
language of the Book of Common Prayer) the © Stool of Wick- 
edneſs.” 

« Save the 200 millions which the Miniſter (after having ſpent 
200 millions) boaſted he had got ready — ſave the blood of thou- 
ſands, perhaps millions of your fellow creatures ! Repeal the odi- 
ous, terrible Income Bourbon Tax! Give us back the bulwark of 
Britiſh liberty, our Habeas Corpus ! Give us, in one word, in ex- 
change for war and ſcarcity, peace and plenty! 

« But, as His Majeſty's Miniſters turn a deaf ear to peace, let us 
proſtrate ourſelves at the feet of our gracious, good, virtuous and re- 
ligious Sovereign, the beſt of men, in whom every virtue under 
Heaven is concentrated. 

Finally, for the honour, and glory, and character of England, 
let not the Corſican Bonaparte be the pacificator of the world: Let 
George the Third! | 

« Sir, I have not ſtrength left to thank the Houſe for their 
attention as I could wiſh ; but I do ſo moſt gratefully and un- 
feignedly. | 

« Sir, I ſhall now fit down with moving, That an humble ad- 
dreſs be preſented to His Majeſty, earneſtly imploring His Majeſty, 
that, taking into his royal conſideration the heavy and unuſual burdens, 
and the unprecedented and inquiſitorial ſyſtem of taxation brought 
upon his loyal and affectionate people by the preſent calamitous war, 
he will be graciouſly pleaſed to attend to the humble prayer and 
adviceof his faithful Commons, that the preſent war with the Re- 

public of France may no longer be carried on for the unjuſt and 
impracticable purpoſe of reſtoring the Houſe of Bourbon and the 
antient Government of France ; and that His Majeſty will be 
graciouſly pleaſed no longer to liſten to thoſe Miniſters, by whoſe 
counſels His Majeſty has refuſed to treat with the exiſting Go 
vernment of France, but to declare himſelf willing to enter into an 
immediate negotiation with the enemy, for the purpoſe of effecting 


a a ſafe and honourable peace, and reſtoring the tranquillity of 


Europe. 
Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, he ſhould not detain the Houſe 
upon a ſubje& which had ſo lately been fully diſcufſed. He could 


give no other anſwer to the obſervations of the honourable gentle- 
man than he had already given, when a motion of a ſimilar tendency 
had been made. He could not, however, avoid referring to that 
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part of the motion recommending His Majeſty to diſmiſs his Mi- 


niſters, by whoſe advice he had followed thoſe meaſures which had 
received the approbation of Parliament ; but he, at the ſame time, 
did not think himſelf called upon to ſay more than that he truſted 
the Houſe would not recommend ſuch a motion to His Majeſty, 
unleſs circumſtances had juſtified an alteration in that opinion re- 
ſpecting the war which it had ſo lately expreſſed. 

Mr. TIERNEY remarked, that there were ſome parts of his 
honourable friend's motion which the right honourable gentleman 
ſeemed to wiſh to avoid the diſcuſſion of: he particularly alluded 
to the circumſtance of the defedtion of Ruſſia, which had taken 
place fince the former diſcuſſion. The argument againſt making 
peace, from the French attempt to colonize Egypt, was now alfa 
happily removed. It had been an argument reſted in by the friends 
of the war, that there was found in our new ally, the Emperor 
Paul, more than a counterbalance for the defection of our other 
allies. But did not the fact turn out to be, that neither Auſtria 
nor this country were entitled to expect any thing from the friend- 
ſhip of Paul? And had he not even inſulted our Ambaſſador? In 
fact, fince the evacuation of Egypt, we had no one legitimate object 
that could affect this country in the proſecution of the war. The 
country, he was perſuaded, would be diſpoſed to give moſt hearty 
thanks to the honourable gentleman who had brought this queſtion 
before the Houſe. | | 

Mr. Chancellor PITT again ſtated, that he did not think the 
arguments brought forward required him to trouble the Houſe by 
replying to them. It ſeemed to be intimated, that the refuſal to nego- 
tiate for peace was, that the French might be forced to evacuate Egypt. 
If any Member thought the war had been continued on that prin- 
Gple, he was at liberty to change his opinion as to the juſtice 
of it. 

Mr. H. ADDINGTON praiſed the conduct of Miniſters in 
not negotiating with Bonaparte; who had acted, he had reaſon to 
believe, upon thoſe former decrees of the French Rulers, that the 
people of England, in reſiſting the oppreſſions of the Engliſh Go- 
vernment, ſhould receive the protection of France. He had fanc- 
tioned by his authority the principle of thoſe decrees. How could 
Miniſters negotiate with an individual who had made ſuch declata- 
tions as Bonaparte; and what would they deſerve, if they did ne- 
gotiate? R 
Mr. HOBHOUSE thought that his honourable friend (Mr. 
Addington) ſhould have ſtated to the Houſe the grounds on which 
his aſſertion was founded, that they might be enabled to judge what 
| 4E 2 
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weight was due to the information which he had received. But 
ſuppaſing the intelligence to have been correct, the Chief Conſul 
might find a precedent in the conduct of our own Government. In 
Lord Grenville's reply to the letter of Monſieur Taleyrand, the 
re- eſtabliſnment of the Bourbon family upon the Throne of their 
anceſtors was diſtipMly avowed to be the object, which “ would at 
once remove all obſtacles to negotiation.” This was ſounding the 
trumpet to the Chouans, whom we excited to inſurrection, and 
. Rided in their vain attempts to reſture Monarchy, with Engliſh 
gold and Engliſh arms. Thus, to make common cauſe with the 
royaliſts, was perfectly in uniſon with the fraternizing ſyſtem con- 
tained in the French decree of November 1792. 

With reſpect to the honourable mover of the preſent queſtion, 
he was, in his opinion, well deſerving the thanks of the Houſe, and 
of the country in general, for having, in ſo patriotic a manner, 
brought forward this motion, and having enforced it with ſo many 
pertinent obſervations. He (Mr. H.) was ſorry to perceive, that 
the Houſe ſeemed little inclined to beftow upon the ſubject that at- 
tention which it merited. The honourable gentlemen on the other 
fide had avoided the diſcuſſion of the topics in the addreſs, which 
he would readily have argued with thom, had they been diſpoſed 
to have met the motion fairly. The reaſons they aſſigned for not 
entering into a debate were invalid. The ſubject, it was ſaid, had 
lately undergone a full inveſtigation ; but it ſhould be conſidered 
that many important events, ſuch as the pacification of the Chou- 
ans, and the ſeceſſion of our magnanimous Ally, the Emperor Paul, 
from the confederacy, had fince taken place. Theſe events did not 
augur well of the preſent campaign, however brilliantly it might 
have commenced. Ought we not, therefore, to ſeize the preſent 
moment for opening a negotiation with a view - to reſtore the tran- 
quillity of Europe? During the laſt campaign we had wreſted 
nearly the whole of Italy from the French, and our arms appeared 
to have been recently crowned with victory. Before our good for- 
tune deſerted us, we ſhould make an advance towards the attain- 
ment of peace. The hour of ſucceſs was the proper hour for in- 
viting negotiation : -but he feared that, with Miniſters, no time was 
proper. If our military enterprizes failed, and the enemy obtained 
an acceſſion of territory, then we were told that it would be folly 
to propoſe negotiation, becauſe the peace would be highly diſadvan- 
tageous: if we ſucceeded in ſtripping the French of their new c00- 
queſts, and thus reducing their power, then the language was the 
object we have in view is now within our graſp ; would you non 


| ſnatch it from us? Thus neither proſperity nor adverſity would 
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incline His Majeſty's Miniſters to pacific counſels. Another rea- 


' ſon for peace might be drawn from human nature itſelf, (an argument 


the right honourable gentleman was very fond of ufing,) for the 
overtures of Bonaparte had been twice diſregarded, twice haughtily 
rejected; and ſurely, under ſuch circumſtances, it was too much to 
expect that a. third offer would be made by him. If the propoſal 
to treat did not originate with Miniſters, the hope of pacihcation 
muſt neceſſarily be placed at a great diſtance. Gentlemen were, 
therefore, called upon, he thought, to ſupport the motion of his ho- 
nourable friend. 
Lord HAWKESBURY admitted, that if there were any gentle- 
man whoſe with for peace aroſe merely from a defire to ſee Egypt 
evacuated by the French, that end was now anſwered. But what 
were the grounds on which he and others had oppoſed entering into 
negotiation ? Not excluſively on that ground, -but rather becauſe the 
government of France was of ſuch a character that it was not con- 
ſiſtent with the ſafety of the country, or with the tranquillity of Eu- 
rope, to enter into a negotiation with it. Before this meaſure was 
adopted, it would be neceſſary to ſhew that the government of France 
had altered its principles, or obtained a permanency to ſecure peace; 
but he did not believe that the honourable gentleman would ſay, 
that the events which had lately happened were likely to give a 
greater permanency to that government than it enjoyed before. On 
the one hand, he truſted that no conſideration, derived either from 
the number or ſucceſs of our allies, could prevent our entering into 
negotiations for peace; on the other hand, ſo long as the govern- 
ment of France was what it was, and whilſt the probability of the 
deftryRion of it exiſted as ſtrongly now as at the beginning of this 
ſeſſion, he truſted that, whether we had the alliance of other powers 
or nat, we ſhould be able to give proofs that we were a match for 
France in this conteſt. He admitted, that ſo long as a war conti- 
nued, it was fo far legitimate to interfere with the hoſtile government 
to deſtroy it; but the interference of France with our government 
did not proceed on this ground. They had gone upon the principle 
of exciting the people againſt all Governments, and had applied 
this principle ta us and to other countries. Such a principle was 
contrary to equity and the rights of men, and inconſiſtent with the 
regard due from one nation to another. France acted on the rights 
of man; England on the rights of nations. 

Mr. MARTIN ſaid, that, from what had paſſed in that Houſe, 
he was every day more and more convinced that the obje& of the 
war was the reſtoration of the Bourbon family ; ſhort of which, it 
appeared, nothing would ſatisfy His Majeſty's Miniſters, He be» 
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lieved there was not one gentleman on the other fide of the Houſe 
who could put his hand to his heart and ſay, on his honour, he did 
not think that was the object of the war, There was great merit in 
bringing forward ſuch a motion as the preſent, conſidering the. difh. 
cultics his honourable friend had to overcome; and whatever might 
be the popularity of it in that Houſe, he was ſure the country would 
conſider it well-timed and praiſe-worthy. He thought that inſtead 
of laughing at it, the honourable gentlemen ought to cry. The 
calamities brought on mankind by the war were not to be ſpoken of 
or contemplated without real ſorrow. 

Mr. H. ADDINGTON aſſured the Houfe, laying his hand 
upon his heart, that he could declare that, with him, the object of 
proſecuting the preſent war was not the reſtoration of the Houſe of 
Bourbon. | | ; 

Mr. WINDHAM faid, his opinion continued to be, that, with- 
out the reſtoration of the Monarchy of France, we had no grounds 
to expect a ſure and permanent peace: but if the queſtion were, 
whether it might be adviſeable to make peace ſhort of ſuch terms, 
that was another conſideration ; for, as every queſtion of peace or 
war was a choice of two evils, it became neceflary to ſelect the leaſt 
of theſe two. War, in itſelf, was undoubtedly an evil ; and peace, 
under particular circumſtances, might alſo be ſo great an evil, that 
countries might wiſely chooſe war in preference to it, and even go on 
in war, conſidering that the riſk of proſecuting it was leſs than the 
continuation of peace. Thus alſo a country might be led to think 
it wiſe and neceſſary to make peace on terms ſhort of what might be 
wiſhed for. Referring to the principles on which the French Go- 
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vernment procceded, he obſerved, that they muſt operate on coun- 


tries at peace or war with it, more eſpecially when coupled with de- 
clarations, that they are ready to follow up their declarations by 
force. The country ought for ever to have before its eyes the dan- 
ger ariſing from an enemy with whom a new ſpecies of warfare mult 
be carried on; and at ſuch a time, war, though an evil, might 


operate as a preſervative againſt greater dangers. The evacuation 


of Egypt was not the only nor the principal object for the proſceu- 
tion of the war. Mr. Windham thought that gentlemen ſhould 
beware how they brought motions forward, coupled with advice 
which they knew the Houſe would not adopt. Were this motion 
carried, it would materially affect the conduct of our allies, and 
prove prejudicial at this critical moment. The die was now caſt, 
and the decifion of the country was taken ; not but that the circum- 
ſtances of the war might ſo change as to alter the meaſures of Go- 
vernment. The effects of ſuch motions were prejudicial ; they 
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tended to diſqualify either for peace or war ; for unleſs good were 
produced by them, evil muſt enſue. It was of no uſe to utter gene- 
ral lamentations as to the evils of war, or to bring forward motions 
grounded on the feelings of humanity. The preſent motion might 
produce a quite contrary effect. An eminent writer, and au- 
thor of an elaborate dictionary, had defined a weed to be a flower 
out of its place : Such appeared to him to be the caſe with regard 
to many of theſe virtues which were mentioned as grounds for ſuch 
motions ; for, if not in their place, they became as noxious weeds : 
ſuch were thoſe fine declamations that he had heard on the feelings 
of humanity. In the caſe of a perſon ſtanding at the Bar, and tried 
for his life, ought the feelings of humanity to operate on the minds 
of the Judge and the Jury in pronouncing a verdict? If they were 
to admit ſuch conliderations, the effect would only be to diſturb 
them in the ſolemn functions which they were bound to diſcharge. 
And thus, when the Government of a country was diſcuſling the 
great queſtion of peace or war, they were not to enter into the conſi- 
deration of ſuch feelings, but to inquire whether the intereſts of ſo- 
ciety required the neceflary exertions. a 
Mr. BUXTON denied that the object of the war was the reſtor- 
ation of the Bourbon family; the ſecurity of the country was the 
grand object, and on this ground he ſupported the profccution of the 
war as being as juſt and neceſſary now as ever; for he did not ſee 
that the principles of the Rulers in France were at all changed. 
Mr. J. SMITH declared, that with him the object for voting 
for the proſecution of the war was not the reſtoration of the Bour- 
bon family, but ſecurity to this country in whatever way that could 
be obtained. At the ſame time he conſidered the reſtoration 
of the Bourbon family to be the moſt likely way of obtaining this 
ſecurity ; and, till a change took place in the principles of the 
French Government, he was firmly perſuaded that no man who 
loved his country could wiſk that even the evils of war might be 
changed for the evils of an inſecure and dangerous peace. 
Mr. MARTIN explained. 
Sir W. PULTENEY remembered, that in the 38 war 
there was a great majority of the Nation in its favour as well as of 
the Houſe; and the ſafety of England was then ſaid to depend on 
its {ucceſsful termination. The Nation, however, ſoon chariged its 
opinion, while Miniſters remained true to their object after the 
real motives of the war had ceaſed. It was continued unfortu- 
nately, and diſappointment and defeat were the reſult. Much in 
e ſame manner we now thought there was no ſecurity in a peace 
vith France, To centinue, however, the war on ſuch a ground, 


- — 7 2 > 1 7 as" 
WT TIE AS RB EREY Rds 4n4 4 A 24>, 3 8 
4 r >" „ . 
, Lav. 


— — — — Hoch, Ga * 2 . 
5 N _ » Ko Ye 
2 „ 
E r 


„ 
9 


\ 
y 4 
ji . 
: 
+3 
5 þ 
* 4 
9 
4 | 
* * i 
- Ta 
. l 
* 3 * 
+4 : 
. 
o Ee = 
+ ; 
Ow. 
4 o 
1 [2 
1 
. " 
. 4 
5 / 4 
1 
j ROY 
N =. 
* 
e 
* 1 
18 
4 
1 . 
a : 
* 4 
- 4 : 
= {+ 4 
. : 
* \ 
}Þ- 
= 
= 
- 
\ 1 
” : ö 
4 4 
I 
4 
* - 
2M 
ww . * : 
+8 : 
J.. A 2 
oy 
+3 * 
3 * 
= 
9 : 
1 
=. 
8 
** a 4 
=. N 
* 
T: +48 
= F 
* 2 * 
* 
2 2 
— * 
* + 
a "© 
— - 
2 - 
P - . 
1 
2 
5 j 
3 
9 
* 
rl 
% : 
; | [ 
+. * 
— 
= 
: - 
* * * 
. 
322 al 
o - 
„ 
is 
= 
8 
1 
2 
1 
* 0 
8 i 
; 
| bs 
« 
* - 
N N 
i IF 
- 
: 


n 


K 5*—5ĩ1 


3 
52 8 r 
75 6 


3 
i wy r 
NN 


3 
8 
E 
N, 


3 


= 


— 


e 
8 
„ 3 F 
* n 
& i * 
ng 
of 2 * 
- 2 — - 


4," — 
0 by 


584 PARLIAMENTARY 


was fighting againſt principle, which had never been known to 
yield to force, but rather to be revived and invigorated by it. He 
was convinced that the reſtoration of Monarchy was an unattainable 
object; even the two hundred millions that the Miniſter was will. 
ing to ſquander upon it would prove uſeleſs and ineffectual. This 
was a conviction which he had by no means taken up on flight 
grounds. If France could be brought to confine herſelf to her or- 
ginal territories, we ſhould have all the ſecurity that could reaſon. 
ably be expected. And this ſecurity, he thought, was perfectly in. 
dependent of change in ſentiment and principle. That France 
ſhould give up Holland, Belgium, and Savoy, was all we could 
with. From France, then, weakened as ſhe neceſſarily muſt be, 
we ſhould not for a long time have any thing to fear. But it was 
ſaid, in time of peace France will act by influence and perſuaſion, 
to the detriment of this country. Good God! have we not main- 
tained an oppoſition againſt ſentiment in time of war, then what 
danger to fear from it at the reſtoration of peace? This war had 
eradicate French principles out of Europe. Germany, Italy, all 
had diſclaimed them. But Miniſters did not like to believe this. 
In their opinion, a ſecret venom was lurking about, ready to be 
diſgorged into this country when the moment of peace ſhould arrive. 
He was not, however, willing that 200,000,000 more ſhould 
be ſpent to avert this ideal danger. Humanity, he allowed, ought 
to ceaſe where war was neceſſary ; at preſent he thought it was 
not; for it was continued to do that which never had been or could 
be accompliſhed, namely, to change opinion. Should the French 
not be cured of their errors by the miſeries they had experienced, 
all other remedies were totally uſeleſs. If we were not content to 
make peace row on reaſonable terms, he was afraid that, hereafter, 
we fhould be compelled to make it on difadvantageous ones. The 
fone of late uſed by Miniſters, when ſpeaking of the Government 
of France, he thought highly reprehenſible, as throwing obſtaeles in 
the way of peace. Peace, however, was abſolutely neceſſary to fave 
the country from ruin. The voice of the people loudly called for 
it, and their voice ſhould be attended to, 8 
The Honourable D. RY DER ſaid, that the manner in which 
the preſent debate had been carried on, was one of a thouſand in- 
ſtances in which gentlemen opp-ſite hich thought proper to put ſen. 
timents in the mouths of his right honourable friend (Mr. Pitt) 
which he was certain his right hunvurable friend had never entcr- 
fained or expreſſed. He had never heard the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer ſay that he would go c and ſpend two hundred millions 
more in the proſecution of the war, unleſs the principles on which 
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de French Government was adminiſtered ſhould be changed. His 
; right honourable friend had indeed faid, that the two hundred mil- 
lions already expended were well laid out, as by that expenditure 
de ſafety of the country had been ſecured. As to the queſtion of 
; Wl carrying on the war, it ſhould be remembered, that no war was 
˖ ever carried on with perfect ſecurity , the only queſtion could be, 
: how to proſecute it with the beſt ſecurity ; and this object he ima- 
gined might be beſt attained by the reſtoration of the Houſe of 
Bourbon. But at the ſame time it ſhould be remembered, that 
F that was not the ſole and only object looked to; ſuch a ſuppoſition 
1 would be an unfair way of Rating the object of the war. The re- 
ſtoration of Monarchy was only to be regarded as one of the beſt 
means by which the beſt ſecurity could be obtained. Such a mode 
of arguing might very well be furniſhed by a knowledge of Parlia- 
mentary Tacties; but it was not altogether very fair language from 


4 one man towards another. He preſumed it to be the almoſt una- 
F nimous opinion of the Houſe, that a peace with France could not be 
" ſecure as long as France retained her preſent power and principles ; 


but if that power was fo far weakened as to render thoſe principles 
leſs dangerous, then the obſtacles to peace would in a great meaſure 
de removed. | 
4 Colonel ELFORD faid, that he too could affure the honourable 
* Member who had appealed to the ſentiments of gentlemen on that 
ide of the Houſe, that he had never given his ſupport to carrying on 
1 the war for the purpoſe, abſtractedly conſidered, of replacing the 
, exiled family on the Throne of France ; but at the ſame time he 
- made no ſcruple of declaring, that he moſt earneſtly hoped, and 
r fervently prayed to God that that event might take place; not only 


as the moſt likely means of procuring a ſerure and honourable peace 
. for this country and for Europe, but alſo as far as poſſible to prevent 
e the evil effects of that dreadful and horrible experiment which had 
* deen made againſt the peace and happineſs of mankind, by the pro- 
K moters of the French Revolution; an experiment which he truſted 
ay would only have aitemporary ſucceſs, and would be blotted out from 
for the page of hiſtory, and eraſed from the memory of mankind. He 
: degged alſo to put it to the honourable gentleman, whether this was 
ich ally a queſtion of humanity, as he appearedto have inferred. Did 
in- he really conceive that thoſe who voted for carrying on the war, 
* were more fond of ſhedding human blood, or expending the trea- 
in lure of the country, than thoſe who oppoſed it? He could affurz 
ter the honourable gentleman that, giving him full credit for his hu- 
50 manity, he felt as ſincerely as any one the calamitics of war, and 
* de evil of the public expenditure for carrying it on. He differed 
4 F : 
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in opinion as to the means, and not the end; and he voted for con. 
tinuing it, becauſe he thought, on the whole, leſs human miſery 
would be created by puſhing the war for ſome little time longer, 
when every thing promiſed us ſucceſs, than by patching up an inſe- 
cure, diſhonourable, and temporary peace. | 
Mr. JONES thanked the gentlemen who had ſo ably ſupported 

his motion; eſpecially an honourable Baronet (Sir W. Pulteney) 
whom he looked up to as a parent, but whoſe acquieſcence in his 
ſentiments he did not expect. The arguments his honourable 
friends had urged upon the occaſion had not been anſwered ; and 
thoſe who 1oſe to anſwer them, eſpecially a noble Lord (Hawkeſbury), 
had run into a diſſertation on French principles, and ſeemed to 
imagine that they opened a new ſcene while they were only telling 
an old ſtory. - In the conſciouſneſs of having done his duty by 
bringing forward the preſent motion, he would fit down and leave 
it to its fate. | 

The queſtion was then put, and the Houſe divided= Ayes, 8; 
Noes, 59. Majority againſt the motion, 51. 


LIST OF THE MINORITY. 


Geo. Tierney, 


James Brogden, 
W. W. Bird, 


Wm. Plumer, 
Sir W, Milner, James Martin, 
Sir W. Pultency, R. B. Robſon, 


Benj. Hobk.ouſe, T. Jones, Tellers. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Friday, May 9. 


Mr. BRAGGE, from the Commons, preſented a meſſage, ſtating, 
that the Commons had agreed to the ſeveral amendments made by 
their Lordſhips in the articles of Union with Ireland, communi: 
cated by them to their Lordſhips laſt Tueſday. 

The Earl of LEICESTER acquainted their Lordſhips, thi 
His Majeſty had been pleaſed to appoint the hour of half paſt thre 


for receiving the joint addreſs of both Houſes of Parliament that da 


at St. James's. . 

The Houſe then reſolved, that two Peers ſhould attend 28! 
deputation on the part of their Lordſhips, to accompany the Com- 
mons with the joint addreſs, and that the Commons be made 4, 
quainted with the ſame; which was done accordingly. 
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Alter a ſhort interval, the Maſters in Chancery brought a com- 
municatiun from the Commons, ſtating, that that Houſe had 
appointed a deputation of fuur of their Members to attend the 
deputation from their Lordſhips with” their joint addreſs to His 
Majeſty. ; 

The Peers, forming the depuration on the part of their Lord- 
ſhips, were forthwith appointed, namely, the Ear] of Leiceſtcr and 
Lord Walſingham ; and the deputation from the Commons appear- 
ing at the Bar, viz. Lord Haukeſburv, the Secretary at War, 
Mefirs. Douglas and Ryder, the "whole immediately proceeded to 
St. James's, for the purpoſe of preſenting the joint addreſs of both 
Houſes of Parliament to His Majeſty. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Friday, May 9. 


Mr. Chancellor PITT moved, that the amendments made by 
the Lords to the reſolutions reſpecting an Union between Great 
Britain and Ireland ſhould be taken into confideration. He then 
obſerved, that the firſt amendments being merely verbal, he would 
not further notice them; one only excepted in the ſeventii article, 
where, for“ on the average of the laſt fix years,” their Lc roſhips 
ſubſtituted * ſix years immediately preceding the year 1600; * 
which was adopted. 

The SPEAKER faid, there were three amendments made by 
the Lords, to which it was his duty to call the attention of the 
Houſe One of them was, in that reſolution which provided that 
certain duties ſhould not be payable upon certain articles imported 
from any part of the world, but only from Ireland, and into Ireland 
from Great Britain; another was, in the Schedule, No. t, and 
ſtated, in addition to the word „ filk,” that the countervailing du- 
ties ſhould apply to filk manufactured with cotton; the third amend- 
ment was, in the paſſage which ſtated, that a ſum not leſs than the 
average granted during the laſt fix years by the Parliament of Ire- 
land, for the encouragement of arts and manufaQures, ſhould be 
raiſed by the United- Parliament ; the Lords had amended this by 
aaving out the words * laſt 2 years, and inſerting the werds 

immediately preceding the one when the Union ſhould take 
place.“ He felt it his duty to ſelect one of theſe amendments, the 
principle of which equally applied to all, in order that the Houſe 
Might the better underſtand the nature of his obſervations reſpecting 
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them. He ſhould ſelect the alteration in the Schedule, No. 1, by 
which the Lords declared their opinion that other articles beſides 
ſilk ſhoulu be ſubject to countervailing duties. It was neceſſary to 
remind the Houſe, that in the year 1785 ſome alterations of a 


[Commons, 


| Gimilar nature were made by the Lords in the reſolutions ſent from 


this Houſe for regulating the commercial intercourſe with Ireland. 
Thoſe amendments the Houſe determined to poſtpone for two 
months ; but at the ſame time the Houſe alſo determined to go into 
a Committee on the ſubject of the amendments ; the reſult was, that 


the ſubſtance of ſuch amendments was adopted on the ſame day, and 


communicated to the Lords. The Houſe conſidered that the pro- 
ceeding was only in the form of reſolutions on which ſome mea- 
ſure was to be founded at a future period. The ſame reaſoning 
applied in this inſtance. As the amendments were. what, accord- 
ing to the rules of the Houſe reſpecting matters of ſupply, (which it 
was of the higheſt importance to obſerve with extreme ſtrictneſs, 
could not be agreed to, he therefore wiſhed the amendments might 
be conſidered as merely declaratory of the opinion of the Lords, in 
caſe this meaſure ſhould hereafter take effect, that the countervail- 
ing duties ſhould apply to the articles of filk and cotton. He had 
thought fit to ſtate the impreſſion made on his mind by examining 
the amendments; and he felt a ſatisfaction in ſtating, that the 


Houſe, in adopting the mode he had ſuggeſted, would find it 


ſanctioned in the caſe of the Union between Great Britain and Scot- 
land. He repeated, that as this was merely a proviſional proceed- 


ing, there could be no queſtion as to the propriety of procceding to 
conſider the amendments. 


Mr. Chancellor PITT expreſſed himſelf ſatisfied with the pro- 
ceeding, being but in itſelf a proviſional point. He thought the 
amendments did not trench upon the privileges of either Houſe, 
and for that reaſon wiſhed to enter on the diſcuſſion of them imme- 
diately without further poſtponing. The amendment made on filk 
was admiflible, as the Houſe muſt have had it in contemplation, 
and the omiſſion was accidental ; the Lords were juſtifiable, he 
thought, in that as in the others, and he was diſpoſed to adopt them 
on the broad principle which the Right Hon. Speaker had juſt then 
laid down, 

The SPEAKER 1d, he ſelected that amendment as beſt ſuited 
to the purpoſe ; and he thought that it would be deſirable that it 
ſhould be ſtated on the Journals of the Houſe, that the amendment 
made by the Lords in the article referred to, ſhould not be con- 
ſidered as applicable to the rules of granting ſupplies. The amend: 
ments were then read and agreed to. 
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Mr. BaAGGEH was ordered to acquaint the Lords that the Houſe 
had agreed to the amendments, 

A meſſage was brought from the Lords by Mr. Leeds and Mr. 
Ord, that the Lords had commanded them to acquaint this Houſe, 
that His Majeſty has appointed this day, at half paſt three o'clock, 
to be attended with the addreſs of both Houfes of Parliament, at his 
Palace at St. James's ; and that their Lordſhips have ordered the 
Lord Steward of His Majeſty's Houſchold and the Lord Walfing- 
ham to attend His Majeſty therewith on the part of the Lords; 
and do deſire this Houſe to appoint a proportionate number of their 
o- W Members to go with them. : | 
a Reſolved, That four Members of this Houſe do go with the 
ng Lords mentioned in the ſaid meſſage to attend His Majeſty with the 
d- ſaid addreſs. 
it Ordered, That Mr. Secretary at War, the Lord Hawkeſbury, 
550 Mr. Ryder, and Mr. Sylveſter Douglas, do go with the Lorcs, 


zht mentioned in the faid meſſage, to attend His Majeſty with the ſaid 
in Wl addreſs. SOA | 


l- The Meſſengers were by Mr. Speaker acquainted therewith, 
ad and withdrew. | 
ing 5 

the Monday, May 12. 


Lord HAWKESBURY reported to the Houſe, that, purſuant to 

the order of Friday laſt, Mr. Seeretary at War, Mr. Ryder, Mr. 
. Douglas, and himſelf, attended His Majeſty, with the Lord Steward 
| of His Majeſty's Houſchold and the Lord Walſingham, from the 
Lords, to preſent the addreſs agreed upon by both Houſes to His 


ps Majeſty ; and that they preſented the ſame. To which His Majeſty 
yy was pleaſed to give this moſt gracious anſwer : | | 
Ule, 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


It is with the greateſt ſati faction that I receive, from my two 
Houſes of Parliament, this dutiful and loyal Addreſs, expreſſing their 
concurrence in thoſe Reſolutions which have been propoſed by the Lords 
and Commons of Ireland, as the Articles of a Legiſl«trve Union 
between my two kingdoms. I fhall, without delay, communicate 
tn my Parliament of Ireland the ſentiments and the declarations 
eintained in this Addreſs ; and the diſpaſitioans which have been mani- 
fefted by my Parliaments in both kingdoms, afford me the beſt pledge of 
the ſpeedy and proſperous concluſion of this great meaſure : an event to 
_ I luk forward with the miſt anxious expectation, as tending, 
ab 


fuk e all others, to ſecure and perpetuate the happineſs of all my 
uHgects. ; 
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; Tueſday, May 13. 


Mr. BURDON, en the ſubject of the bill which he brought i in 
for the improvement of the highways, ſaid, that in conſequence of 
what had pafſed in the Committee of laſt Friday, his intention was 
to poſtpone the conſideration of the ſubject until next ſeſſion, when 
he would bring in certain reſolutions fo framed as moſt likely to 
meet with the concurrence of all parties : for the preſent he diſcon- 
tinued all proceedings on it. 

Mr. HOBHOUSE expreſſed a wiſh that the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer would, if not inconfiſtent, defer his motion upon the 
Income Tax, which ſtood for ro-morrow, until Thurſday next; 
ſince it would be a great accommodation to ſome of his friends, 2; 
well as to himſelf. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that he only intended to move a 
reſolution or two, which he thought could admit of no Gcbate; but 
he was very willing to' comply with the wiſhes of the hunourable 
geniieman. He therefore dcired that the bills tor {ranting au la- 
come. to His Majeſty paſſed laſt ſeſſion ſheuld be read pro e and 
then moved, that the Houſe do, on IL hurſday next, reſolve itſelf 
into a Committee of the whole Houſe, to take into coniideration the 
faid two bills. 

The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a Committee on the Opium Bill, 

in which the old duty was repealed, and a new duty of 31 per cent, 
laid on ſaid article. 
The Houſe went into a Committee on the Bill for ſuſpending 
the Duties on Hops imported, and granting other duties in lieu 
thereof. The new duty to be the ſame as on hops grown in 
England. | 


a 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Friday, May 16. 


The royal aſſent was given by commiſſion to the Saltpetre bill 


the Militia Pay—the Innkeepers' Relief —the Good Friday—the 


Eceleſiaſtical Corporation—and Columbine's Divorce bill—and 
to twenty-four other- bills, chiefly of a private or local de- 


ſcription. 
The Lords Commiſſioners on this at were the Archbiſhop 

of CANTERBURY, Earl SPENCER, and Lord ELpon (Speaker). 
Previous ta the buſineſs of the day being entered upon, 
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Lord GRENVILLE roſe, and called the attention of the 
Houſe to a ſubjeR of the laſt importance and moſt awful ſolemnity. 
He expreſſed his heart-felt conviction, that every Peer who heard 
him would feel impreſſed as he did, and unite in cartying, as he 
was ſure every honeſt man throughout the whole country would, 
renewed pledges of their zeal, affection and loyalty to the Throne, 
on the circumſtance to which he ſhould have occaſion to allude. 
He doubted not but their Lordſhips had already anticipated that 
what he faid related to the event of laſt night, of which it obviouſly 
would then be improper to ſay more, —than that in point of fact 
a moſt abominable, atrocious, and treaſonable attempt had been 
made on the ſacred perſon of their moſt gracious Sovereign. Their 
common feelings reſpecting ſuch an event, he knew the difficulty of 
finding adequate and appropriate words to expreſs. This atrocious 
and daring attempt upon his perſon, His Majeſty, by the-interpoſi- 
tion of Divine Providence, moſt happily eſcaped ; and on this moſt 
auſpicious circumſtance, it naturally was his intention to propoſe to 
their Lordſhips to carry, their heart- felt congratulations to the 
Throne. With reſpe& to the fact itſelf, he again exprefled his 
opinion, that it would be improper to make any obſervations, or to 
ſuggeſt the leaſt queſtion as to what could poſſibly be urged as a 
plea or a defence for ſuch conduct, or whether the atrocious act pro- 
ceeded from traitorous or individual malignity, or might be the con- 
ſequence of the heavieſt of all human calamities. The preſent was 
not the moment, nor was that the place for ſuch queſtions or conſi- 
derations. Thoſe points would be properly inveſtigated and in- 
quired into in due time and place. What he had to call upon their 


in expreſſing the ſentiments of all true and faithful ſubjects, and 
ia the fullneſs of their own hearts humbly to acknowledge the good- 
neſs of Providence in faving them from the calamities which muſt 
otherwiſe have enſued, by its interpoſition in His Majeſty's favour. 


ſent occafion : their feelings, he was perfectly convinced, muſt be in 
perfect uniſon which thoſe which pervaded his own, and the breaſt 
of every faithful, loyal and affectionate ſubject in the nation. His 
Lordſhip then moved an addreſs of congratulation to His Majeſty, 
and alſo, pro forma, for the appointment of a Committee to inſpe& 
and prepare the addreſs, which conſiſted of all the Royal Peers pre- 
ſent, the great officers of State, and the Earl of Cheſterfield, Maſter 
of the Horſe. 

After a ſhort time the Committee returned, and the addreſs was 
rad—a blank being provided therein for the inſertion of the words 
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* and Commons; and it was propoſed to be the joint addreſs of 
both Houſes of Parliament. His Royal Highneſs the Duke of 


Clarence, chairman of the Committee, while reading the different 


parts of the addreſs, was ſeveral times ſo overpowered by his feel 
ings as to be ſcarcely able to proceed. 

Fer the Addreſs, ſee the Proceedings of the Houſe of Commons.) 

When the reviſed addreſs was read, 

Lord GREN VILLE moved, „That the addreſs be commu. 
nicated to the Commons for their concurrence therein, in the uſual 
way of conference, and that a meſſage be ſent to the Commons to 
deſire a conference. | 

This proceeding was not forthwith put in execution on account of 
the abſence of the Maſters of Chancery, the uſual meſſengers of the 


Houſe. At length, after waiting ſome time, their Lordſhips reſolved 


to the following effect: That the Commons be made acquainted, 
that, in conſequence of the abſence of the ordinary meſſengers of the 
Houſe, their Lordſhips had deputed the clerk aſſiſtant and the de- 
puty clerk of the Crown to inform them, that they had agreed to 
an addreſs of congratulation to His Majeſty on the event of his late 
providential eſcape, in which they defired the concurrence of the 


Commons ; and that the latter Houſe would appoint a conference 


with them in the Painted Chamber, in order that they might com- 
municate the ſame, &c. 

On the return of the meſſenger, the clerk aſſiſtant, and Mr. 
Cowper, reported, that they had delivered their Lordſhips' meſſage 
to the Commons, who informed them that they would ſend an an- 
ſwer by a meſſenger of their own. 

Shortly after Lord HawxEsBURry, from the Houſe of Commons, 
appeared at the Bar, and preſented a meſſage, which ſtated, that the 
Commons had agreed to hold a conference with their Lordſhips in 
the Painted Chamber. 

Notice being given that the managers from the Commons waited 
the arrival of. their Lordſhips in the Painted Chamber, the deputa- 
tion, confiſtingof His Roya! Highneſs the Prince of Wales, His Royal 
Highneſs the Duke of York, His Royal Highneſs the Duke of 
Clarence, His Royal Highneſs the Duke of Cumberland, His Royal 
Highneſs the Duke of Glouceſter, Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 
Biſhop of Rocheſter, Lord Cheſterfield, Lord Spencer, Lord Welſt- 
moreland, Lord Grenville, Lord Chatham, Lord Camden, Lord 
Auckland, proceeded thither. 

On their return, His Royal Highneſs the Prinee of Wales re⸗ 
ported, that he had communicated their addreſs to the Commons, 
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who had agreed to unite in the addreſs. Upon which the Lords 
with the white ſtaves were ordered to attend His Majeſty, to 
know when he would be pleaſed to be waited upon with the 
ſame. 

The order of the day being read reſpeding the commitment of 
the Adultery Bill, 

Lord AUCKLAND roſe and aid, that feeling himſelf deeply 
affected by the awful event which had recently happened, he muſt 
ſuppoſe that the Houſe could not be in a ſituation for entertaining 
ordinary buſineſs. There was a ſubject, however, of ſuch a preſſ- 
ing nature, that, as it might not involve any debate, he hoped he 
might be permitted to introduce, notwithſtanding the diſadvantage 
ailing from the feelings of the noble Lords who heard him. 
The ſubject to which he alluded was the bill which he had lately 
the honour to introduce for the more effectual prevention of adul- 
tery. That bill, on conſideration, was found to be very defective, 
and therefore it was his intention to abandon it, in order to introduce 
another bill that ſhould be more effectual; he would at preſent 
move, to have this new bill read a firſt time, and afterwards printed. 
It was a bill for puniſhing, and alſo for more effeQually prevent- 
ing the crime of adultery.” It differed from the former bill by 
having a new clauſe, © To make perſons guilty of adultery liable 
to be puniſhed by fine and impriſonment, as in caſes of miſdemean- 
our,”—He wiſhed the Houſe to meet to-morrow to reviſe the 
printed copies, and to fix the ſecond reading for Monday. 

The Duke of CLARENCE ſaid, that the new bill juſt intro- 
duced by the noble Lord, and the manner in which it was brought 
forward, called upon him to give it his deeided oppoſition. It was 
an attempt to alter the laws of the country, which had been fortu- 
nately ſaved, within theſe few years, from deſtruction. It was not 
yet exactly explained what was the nature of its proviſion ; but if 
they were intended to have the effect of preventing a man from 
marrying the woman he may ſeduce, and thus making the beſt atone- 
ment in his power for the original offence, he ſhould feel it his duty 
to bring the matter to a queſticn on the preſent evening, and oppoſe 
ay meaſure of innovation on the ancient laws of- England in re- 
ſpec to matri mony and divorce ; laws which had proved themſelves 
Onducive to the beſt purpoſes of order, morality and religion. He 
would put it to the candour of the noble Lord himſelf, whether it 
vas dealing quite fairly with thoſe who had invincible objections to 
ſuch a bill, to preſs it at ſo late a period of the ſeflion, when it was 
Uifficult to procure a numerous attendance? The laws, as they 
ood at preſent, were known to be productive of the beſt effeRs, 
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and to have greatly promoted the happineſs of individuals. Any 
innovation, therefore, upon the ancient ſyſtem, eſtabliſhed by the 


wiſdom of former legiftatares, was of too much import not to re- 
quire a full and deliberate diſcuſſion. If the bill to be brought in 
was only meant to be read, and go through ſuch preliminary ſtages 
as were required for its being printed, and that no further proceed. 
ing was meant to be taken in the preſent Seſſion, but time given for 
its circulation, and to collect the opinion of the beſt- informed on 
the ſudject, he ſhould not object to its introduction; but if its pro- 
viſions ſhould go to alter the laws of divorce, and to be carried into 
effect in the preſent year, he was determined to oppoſe it. 

The Earl of MOIRA ſuggeſted, that it would be a more regular 
courſe to move that the preſent bill be withdrawn before the ſecond 
ſhould be introduced. He alfo conceived that, as it might be in- 
convenient to many others as well as to himſelf to attend to- 
morrow, the noble Lord, who had poſtponed the buſineſs ſo often on 
his own propofition, would feel himſelf bound in juſtice to grant a 
little of this indulgence to others, by entirely poſtponing the bill till 
Monday ; otherwiſe he ſhould move to have the conſideration of it 
put off till this day three months, or ſome other diſtant period. 

Lord AUCK LAND defended the propoſed arrangement for the 
future progreſs of the bill, and demonſtrated that the delays which 
the diſcuſſion had hitherto experienced were not imputable to him. 


With reſpeQ to the proviſions of the new bill, as in its principle 


they were all unanimous, he would confidently ftate, that, when they 


_ were thoroughly known, the oppoſers of the bill would be much 


diminiſhed, as he believed them calculated to obviate every ob- 
jection. 

The Earl of MOIRA continued his objections to the pro- 
viſions of the bill, which he cenſured in various points of view, pat- 
ticularly as to their going in a very important inſtance to change the 
law of the land. 

Lord ELDON having left the woolſack, inſiſted that all the de- 
bate that had taken place on the firſt bill would apply to the ſecond, 
both being cloſely conneQed ; conſequently there was no occaſion 
for the delay, the nature of the queſtion being already fully ex- 
plained and conſidered. He admitted that the meaſure would be 
an innovation upon the law; but then the preſent law, in the cal 
of adultery, was not merely inefficient ; it was worſe ; it was? 
mockery, and, as at preſent neceffarily adminiſtered, went, in his 
opinion, to encourage inſtead of repreſſing, the crime of adultery: 

Lord MULGRAVE ſpoke againſt the bill, particularly thoſe 
farts of it which were fimilar to the old bill, and prohibited tht 
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intermarriage of the divorced woman with the man on whoſe ae- 
count ſhe was divorced. 

On the motion for the printing of the bill, 

The Biſhop of ROCHESTER obſerved, that though the pre- 
ſent obviouſly was not a moment calculated for the conſideration of 
the queſtion, yet there were one or two points that had dropped in the 
courſe of the preceding converſations, which he deemed it neceſſary 
to ſay a few words upon. It was faid, that the bill ought to be cir- 
culated throughout the country, in order that the opinion of the 
people at large might be taken upon it—He would aſk, where were 
the people at large to be found but in the two Houſes of Parliament? 
and were their Lordſhipsto poſtpone a meaſure of legiſlative wiſdom 
upon ſuch grounds? It was held that the bill went to change the 
exiſting law : this he denied, as no more was propoſed than to in- 
creaſe the penalties of an old crime, which could not be held an 
alteration of the law. He concluded with obſerving, that as there 
was no difference upon the principle of the meaſure, the bill ſhould 
be ſuffered to go to a Committee, where its proviſions could be regu- 
larly diſcuſſed. 

The Earl of MOIRA noticed the difference of opinion between 
Lord Eldon and the laſt ſpeaker, with reſpect to the bill as an inno- 
vation on the preſent ſyſtem of laws. He contended, that the bill 
went to make a very material alteration in the law, namely, in 
rendering that which is now a civil proceſs ſubje to a criminal in- 
ditment. But this was not the part of the bill to which he chiefly 
objected; it was to that proviſion which it had in common with 
the late bill, that went to diſable the woman from marrying the 
perſon on whoſe account ſhe was divorced. On what he deſcribed 
to be the cruelty and probably injurious conſequences of ſuch a 
clauſe, his Lordſhip expatiated at ſome length, obſerving, that at 
the ſame time the ſeducer was left unſhackled by it, and afforded 
more ſcope than ever to purſue his arts; the huſband was alſo left 
unſhackled, and the whole weight and penalty fell upon the unfar- 
tunate victim of ſeduction. It was adding mockery to cruelty, to 
permit a woman of ſuch deſcription to marry any man elſe except 
her ſeducer ; for who elſe would have her? It was falſe to ſay 

that no puniſhment already attached to the crime. Every woman 
who violated her conjugal vows loſt her reputation, the eſteem of 
her friends and the world, and never could raiſe herſelf to the rank 
from which ſhe had fallen. The ſeverity with which it was now 


propoſed to purſue her, was contrary to the ſpirit of our laws. The 


diſtinQion between murder and manſlaughter was founded on the 
indulgence due to the impulſe of paſſion, and the other frailties of 
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human nature. Was there, then, no allowance to be made for 
female weakneſs, blinded by paſſion, and affailed by all the arts of 
ſeduction? Nay, to ſhut the door againſt ſuch a woman, and pre. 
vent her attaining, by amendment and contrition, any comfortable 


place in ſociety, was to queſtion the wiſdom of the Conſtitution, 
which gave mercy to the Crown to pardon the moſt wicked 


offences ; and he would appeal to the Reverend Prelates, whether 
it was not alſo contrary to the mild ſpirit of the Chriſtian religion? 


He further objected to the clauſe, on the ground of diſparity be- 
tween the huſband and the wife, upon the latter of whom reſted all 


the preſſure; while the huſband, whoſe miſcondu& might have driven 
her to the commiſſion of the crime, was left at liberty to marry his 
maid, or any other female, in conjunction with whom he might 
perhaps have formed a plan for the expreſs purpoſe. His Lord- 
ſhip alſo objected to the clauſe, requiring the previous conviction 
or outlawry of the offender, to entitle the party to apply for a 
divor2e. He thought the clauſe would tie up the Houſe, and pte. 
clude its interference in meritorious caſes, where it ought to grant 
relief. On theſe grounds, therefore, he moved, “That it be 


rejected. 


The Biſhop of DURHAM conceived that the clauſe would 
prevent adultery, as it would put the lady on her guard, and ſhew 
her what ſhe had to expect. He deprecated appeals to the Reverend 
Prelates around him, in their capacity of a religious body, as im- 
proper; and concluded with expreſſing his approbation of the bill, 
as the reſult of long and uniform contemplation and ſtudy. 

The Earl of GUILDFORD ſupported the amendment, on the 
grounds, he ſaid, of the inefficacy of ſuch a bill, and from the bitter 
and exceſſive aggravations that would be accumulated on the adul- 
tereſs, in cafes where ſhe had already experienced the ſeverity of the 
ſentence of the law. He addreſſed himſelf to the reverend and 


learned Prelate (the Biſhop cf Durham) on the condition of human 


nature — per velilum nefus; his Lordſhip was too good a claſſical 
ſcholar to need further quotation of the paſſage. The clauſe 
which furniſhed ſo ſirong an exception was ſuch as he never could 
be brought to aſſent to, as it had a direct tendency to invert that 
order which, it was ſaid, it would promote; that was, to introduce 
profligacy in the female, by driving her to deſperation, inſtead of 
leading her to penitence and contrition. Hence depravity of morals, 
and its conſequent wretchedneſs. His Lordſhip concluded with 
ridiculing that curious ſpecies of oaſuiſtry which, in its anxiety for 
the preſervation of female chaſtity, would not allow a woman to 
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marry the ſecond man whom ſhe had admitted to her bed, but 
would oblige her to indulge variety of taſte, and take a third. 

Lord ELDON left the woolſack, and reminded the Houſe of 
the opinion he had taken the liberty of ſtating to their Lordſhips 
when the ſubject was laſt debated. His Lordſhip deprecated the 
rejection of the bill, becauſe he was certain, from his profeſſional 
experience, that nine out of every ten caſes of adultery that came 
into the Courts below, or to that Bar, were founded in the moſt in- 
famous colluſion, and that, as the law ſtood, it was a farce and a 
mockery, moſt of the caſes being previouſly ſettled in ſome” room 
in the city ; and that juries were called to give exemplary damages, 
which damages were never paid, nor expected to be paid by the in- 
jured huſband. It was equally a farce and a mockery to bring 
them up to their Lordſhips' Bar, becauſe the parties took care not 
to produce the piece of parchment that had been executed between 
them, or to let the Houſe know one word upon that matter; for 
they were aware that, if they did, the divorce would not be granted. 
His Lordſhip declared it was impoſſible to ſuffer the law to remain 
in the ſhameful and inefficacious ſtate in which it at preſent ſtood 
upon the ſubject; and that if family indiſpoſition had not unfortu- 
nately prevented the noble and learned Lord at the head of the 
common law (Kenyon) from being preſent in the Houfe that day, 
their Lordſhips would have heard from that noble Lord a full con- 
firmation of the opinion that he had given, of the inefficacy of ſuch 
legal remedies as could now only be obtained. Another noble Lord, 
who was likewiſe abſent from indiſpoſition (Lord Thurlow), he 
knew to be of the ſame opinion alſo; in ſhort, there was not a pro- 
ſeſſional man of any experience who would not ſubſcribe to it. His 
Lordſhip re-enforced his argument on the neceſſity of effectually 
putting a ſtop to the growing crime of adultery, for the ſake of ex- 
ample, and for the ſake of the morals of the riſing generation. He 
put the caſe of the daughters of wives who had been divorced, know- 
ing the conduct of their own mothers, which could not but inſpire 
them with a deſire to imitate the pernicious practiee of their parent, 
and induce them to look forward to the eaſe with which they alſo 
might get rid of one huſband, and throw themſelves into the arms 
of another. It was an hypotheſis of the law, that, as all Divorce 
bills were neceſſarily paſſed with a view to diſcharge the injured 
huſband from his matrimonial bonds, and enable him - to marry 
again, ſo it was an implied and underſtood thing that the divorced 
wife was alſo at liberty to marry again. He then conjured, and 
ſolemnly called upon their Lordſhips not to reject this bill. He 
did not believe that they were yet even acquainted with it; the dif- 
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diſappear ; and he hoped that no intemperate ar haſty ſuggeſtions, 


arifing from the ſufferings of the female under the hardſhips of lays - 


of fair and equitable regulation, would lead them from the paths of 
juſtice in their deliberation. He then ſaid, that he gave his moſt 
hearty and decided ſupport to the bill. 

The Earl of MOIRA perſevered in his objections to the bill 
and ſaid, that he thought it was ſo drawn up and preſented as to come 
upon the Houſe with ſome ſurpriſe, purporting to be that which it 
Was not. 

Lord ELDON expreſſed his diſſent on this point, and juſtified 
the bill as having in it nothing implied that was not clearly ex. 
prefled. ; 

* The Duke of CLARENCE, in a very elegant ſpeech, diſcuſſed 
in ſucceſſion all the various topics drawa into debate by the noble 
Lords who ſupported the bill. He recutred to the proceedings an 
the former bill, and examined with great hiſtorical knowledge all 
the arguments and authorities adduced by a Reverend and Learned 
Prelate (the Biſhop of Rocheſter) on a late diſcuſſion in ſupport of 
the bill. He owned that an adultreſs, by the Moſaic law, was to 
be ſtoned to death: but he likewiſe endeavoured to ſhew that there 
was a Jewiſh bill of divorce, in later periods, much ſuperior to that 
Chriſtian bill of divorce, the demerits of which he forcibly pointed 
out. The Jewiſh bill (ſaid his Royal Highneſs) was copied always 
verbatim by a public notary, and ran thus towards the concluſion; 
% Now I divorce thee, diſmiſs thee, and caſt thee out, that thou 
mayeſt be free, and have the rule of thyſelf, to depart, and to many 
with any other man whom thou wilt ; and let no man be refuſed 
by thee for me, from this day forward, far ever! Thus be thou 
lawful for any man. And this ſhall be to thee from me a bill of 
ſeparation, a bill of divorce, and a letter of diſmiſſion, according to 
the law of Moſes and I frael.” 

By the law of Moſes and Iſrael, therefore, women were allowed 
to marry again; and as the ſeducer is not mentioned as being pre- 
cluded from giving his hand to the tœ yielding fair one whom be 
robbed of her virtue, he ſaid it was but candid to ſuppoſe that, Þy 
the above divorce bill, ſhe was free to marry her ſeducer if ſhe 
pleaſed. Nay, about the time of our Saviour (he continued) it Wa 

a cuſtom among the Roman ladies, as well as the Jewiſh, to divorce 
their huſbands, and to marry again at pleaſure. The bill tendered 
by the Roman ladies, was called letters of forſaking : and, to make 
it clear chat the ſame practice was in uſe at that time among the 
Jews, the women having then acquired a greater portion of freedom, 


[Lom 
ficultics which now preſented themſelves would, on calm diſcuſſion, 
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on. our Saviour {vide Mark x. 12.) fays, „If a woman put away 
. her huſband, and be married to another, &e.“ Z ; 
* The Jews were very delicate about bringing the proofs of the 
ar WM cauſe of divorce before a Judge: for in ſo doing, they ſaid, the 
not honour of the one, or of both the parties, is hazarded. It was 
enough for the Judge to ſee the ſpecial points upon which the huſ- 
ill band grounded his divorce, and this was his ſentence : ** "That he 
\me purely and ſimply divorced her, without any cauſe fnewing; giving 
nit chem both leave to marry whom they ſhould fee good.” By this 
the woman was not diſhonoured, nor the errors of the man ex- 


lied poſed. 


. He then pointed out the cuſtoms of the Greeks and Romans, in 
caſes of divorce ; and ſhewed, that the marriage and divorce laws 

eg WM of theſe nations were in a great meaſure borrowed from the laws of 

able te Jews. 

__ The Athenians admitted, he ſaid, no divorcement, except the 


- all WI cauſe were firſt proved before the Judges: and that people, like 
"ned the Jews, deemed it a matter of great delicacy and hazard to the 
t of WM reputation often of both parties; fo much ſo, that Hipparete, the 
s 10 I viſe of Alcibiades, growing very uneaſy at her huſband's aſſociating 
with a number of courtezans, ſhe quitted his houſe, and went to 

her brother's. Alcibiades went on with his debaucheries, and 
gave himſelf no pain about his wife: but it was neceſſary for her, 
in order to a legal ſeparation, to give in a bill of divorce to the 
Archon, and to appear perſonally with it; for the ſending of it by 
another hand would not do. When ſhe came to do this according 
to law (and he believed there was no law in England for the woman 
divorcing the man, although there is a Iaw to that purpoſe in Scot- 
land), when Hipparete came into court to obtain a legal divorce, 
Aleibiades ruſhed in, caught her in his arms, and carried her 
through the market-place to his own houſe, no one preſuming to 
oppoſe him, or to take her from him; and from that time ſhe re- 
mained with him until her death. | 

The Grecian huſbands, and afterwards thoſe of Rome, uſed to 
lend their wives out for hire, favour, or caprice. It was by this 
brutal cuſtom, and a great number of other laws againſt modeſty, 
that their women grew remarkably bold and indecent. Socrates, as 
well as the great Cato of Utica, have been accuſed of lending out 
their wives freely to their friends: and yet we read of one of Solon's 
laws, declaring, that the huſband who ſurpriſed his wife in adul- 
tery, was allowed to kill the adultreſs. So that it appears, that 
vile the man might, with impunity, proſtitute his wife to all his 
connections, the beautiful but enſlaved victim was to be puniſhed 
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with death ; if, after ſuch proſtitution of her perſon by the expreſs 
command of her huſband, her eye ſhould ſtray to an object more 
agreeable to her fancy, than thoſe appointed for her by her uxorial 
pander! We have it, indeed, upon record, he ſaid, that Socrates 
lent his wife to Alcibiades : and this cuſtom, it is pretended, was 


introduced by Lycurgus, to prevent the fatal effects of jealouſy, 


A very certain preventive, it muſt be confeſſed ! although, if this 
bill ſhould paſs into a law, the lawful proſtitution of unfortunate 
Engliſh wives, by divorcement from the incontinent beds, perhaps, 
of their careleſs huſbands, will act in a certain degree upon the 
female charaQer here, as it did formerly on. the ladies in Greece 
and Italy, by their huſbands lending them out, to prevent jealouſy, 
In the one caſe the huſband, by this Divorce bill, would be ena- 
bled to proſtitute his wife for ever ; while his inattentions, or his ill 
uſage, is, perhaps, the fatal cauſe of his wife being thus ſeduced to 
her eternal ruin, without the leaſt hope of any redemption ! In the 
other caſe, the huſband proſtituted his wife too by law; but then 
he took the involuntary proſtitute back to his bed, until he became 
again jealous of ſome other friend ; when he cured himſelf of that 
irkſome paſſion, by ſurrendering her again to another of his friends ! 
By this bill, perpetual proſtitution follows artful ſeduction. By the 
Greek and Roman law, ſeduction was unneceſſary. The fiat of 
the huſband made the proſtitute ; and, by this bill, the cruelty and 
incontinence of the huſband will often effect the ſame diſgrace. 
Adulteries which were not founded in Greece upon the conſent of 
all parties, were puniſhed in the ſeveral ſtates by various penaltics. 

As to the Romans, they often, his Royal Highneſs ſaid, aſſigned 
no reaſon for their bills of divorcement. It was ſufficient that a 
Roman willed it! Witneſs the conduct of Paulus Emilius to his 
firſt wife, Papyria, whom he divorced, although ſhe brought him 
very fine children ; for ſhe was mother to the illuſtrious Scipio, 
and to Fabius Maximus; and hiſtory aſſigns no reaſon for that 
ſeparation, But with reſpe& to Roman divorces in general, a 
light may be thrown upon the facility and caſe with which they 
were obtained, by ſtating the account which Plutarch gives of a 
certain Roman, who divorced his wife without any apparent cauſe ; 


when his friends remonſtrated and aſked him, after he had divorced / 


her, Was ſhe not chaſte ? Was ſhe not fair? Was ſhe not fruit- 
« ful?” To which he anſwered by holding out his ſhoe ; © Is 
« not this ſhoe handſome ? Is not this ſhoe new ?. Yet none 
« knows where it wrings him but he that wears it!“ By the Jaw 
of Romulus, the huſband had not only the command of his wiſe, 
but alſo the power of life and death over hor, in ceftain caſes 
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5 without any form of judicial proceſs againſt her! This was a moſt 


e inſufferable and terrible tyranny indeed; but not greater than this 
al bill, if paſſed into a law. For what woman of ſpirit would not 
S ſooner die, than live a long life of infamy and ſcorn, for perhaps 
18 one guilty ſtep ? | 
V. His Royal Highneſs having traced the puniſhments among the 
is Jews, Greeks, and Romans for adultery, and dwelt on the laws of 
te divorce, requeſted their Lordſhips would reflect upon the following 
$, paſſage of Monteſquieu, on the laying a reſtraint upon women : 
he «© You may make laws to correct their manners, and to limit their 
ce « luxury ; but who knows but that, by this means, they might loſe 
. e that peculiar taſte which would be the ſource of the riches of a 
a- « nation, and that politeneſs which would render the country fre- 
ill « quented by ſtrangers ?” | 
to Thus, then, in England, let us, ſaid the illuſtrious Duke, lay no 
he more ignominious reſtraints upon women, and particularly ſuch an 
en abandoned reſtraint as the preſent bill, if pafſed into a law, would 
me lay upon that ſex, who are the ſources of all the endearing comforts 


nat in life, and of all earthly felicity ! Let us not aſſemble here, he 
exclaimed, to forge the galling chains of proſtitution, and degrade 
the Engliſh fair ſex ! But let us rather adopt the Chriſtian charity 
of a Right Reverend Prelate towards a fallen female ſinner, as de- 
lvered ſome years ago in a moſt excellent ſermon, ſome parts of 
which he would now quote, to impreſs their Lordſhips with the 
neceſſity of lenity and mercy, inſtead of rigour and cruelty. Here 
the illuſtrious Duke read the following extracts from a ſermon of 
the Lord Biſhop of Rocheſter, which he preached at the Magdalen 
about five years ago.] — To ſhew the idea which that great, moſt 
learned and Right Reverend Prelate entertained of the joys of Hea- 
ven, he would read his opinion of thoſe joys as follows : 

That the future bliſs of the ſaints in glory will, in part at 
laſt, conſiſt in certain exquiſite ſenſations of aelig!'r, not ſuch as 
the debauched imagination of the Arabian Impotor prepared for 
his deluded followers in his paradiſe of dalliance and revelry ; 
but that certain exquiſite ſenſations of delight, produced by external 
objects acting upon eorporeal organs, will conſtitute ſome part of 
the happineſs of the juſt, is a truth with no leſs certainty deducible 
from the terms in which the Holy Scriptures deſcribe the future life, 
than that corporal ſufferance, on the other hand, will make a part 
of the puniſhment of the wicked.” 

His Royal Highneſs then, with much feeling, read the following 
NtraCt of the Biſhop's ſympathetic remarks on the cruelty of man 
Wards a fallen female vidim: 

„ 4H 
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« Much may be done for the purification of public manners,” 
ſays the Biſhop, ** by wiſe and political inſtitutions, in which th 
_ firſt object will be to guard and ſecure the ſanQity of the female 
character, and to check the progreſs of its incipient corruption. 
For the moſt effectual reſtraints upon the vicious paſſions of men, 
will ever be a general faſhion and habit of virtue in the lives of 
women.” | 

So far the Biſhop, verbatim. He then approves, ſaid the illuſ. 
trious Duke, of releaſing our women from the Eaſtern reſtraints 
impoſed upon them by jealouſy ; but diſapproves of the European 
practice, of a woman, having once abuſed her liberty, that ſhe ſhall 
be conſigned to indelible diſgrace, and expelled for lite from the 
ſociety of virtuous women. His words are : 

«« As imperfeQtion attends on all things human, this practice, 
however generally conducive to its end, hath its inconveniencies ; I 
might ſay, its miſchiefs. 

« It is one great defect, that, by the conſent of the world, for 
the thing ſtands upon no other ground, the whole infamy is made to 
light upon one party only in the crime of the two! and the man, 
who is for the moſt part the author, not the mere accomplice, of 
the woman's guilt, is left unpuniſhed and uncenſured ! This mode 
of partial puniſhment affords not to the weaker ſex the protection 
which, in juſtice and ſound policy, is their due, againſt the arts of 
the ſeducer. The Jewiſh law ſet an example of a better policy, 
and more equal juſtice, when, in the caſe of adultery, it condemned 
both parties to an equal puniſhment, which indced was nothing leſs 
than death! » | 


4 A worſe evil, a miſchief attending the ſeverity, the falutary 


ſeverity upon the whole, of our dealing with the lapſed female, is 


this, that it proves an obſtacle, almoſt inſurmountable, to her return 
into the paths of virtue and ſobriety from which ſhe hath once de- 
viated ! The firſt thing that happens upon the detection of her 
ſhame is, that ſhe is abandoned by her friends, in reſentment of 
the diſgrace ſhe hath brought upon her family. . She is driven from 
the ſhelter of her father's (or her huſband's) houſe ! She finds no 
refuge even in the arms of her ſeducer ! His ſated paſſion lothes the 
charms he had enjoyed! She gains admittance to no hoſpitable 
door ! She is caſt a wanderer upon the ſtreets.! without money 
without a lodging! without food ! In this hopeleſs ſituation, ſui- 


cide, or proſtitution, is the alternative to which ſhe is reduced 

Thus the very poſſibility of repentance is cut off, unleſs it be ſuch 

repentance as may be exerciſed by the terrified finner in her laſt 

agonies ! periſhing in the open ſtreets ! under the mercileſs pelting of 
2 a 
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the elements! of cold, and hunger, and a broken heart! And yet the 
youth, the inexperience, the gentle manners, once, of many of theſe 
miſerable victims of man's ſeduction, plead hard for mercy, if 
mercy might be conſiſtent with the ſafety of the treaſure we fo 
ſternly guard. We have high authority to ſay, that theſe fallen 
women are not, of all finners, the moſt incapable of penitence, nor 
the moſt unlikely to be touched with their ſenſe of guilt ! nor the 
moſt inſuſceptible of religious improvement. They are not, of all 
ſinners, the moſt without hope, if timely opportunity of repentance 
were afforded them ! Sinners, ſuch as theſe, upon John the Baptift 
firſt preaching, found their way into the kingdom of Heaven, before 
the Phariſees, with all their outward ſhew of ſanctity and ſelf- 
denial.“ 

His Royal Highneſs afterwards gave, from the Biſhop's ſermon, 
the following very fine portrait of the ſeducer. 

« Happier far their lot than that of their baſe ſeducers ! who, 

not checked, like theſe, in their career of guilty pleaſure, by any 
frowns or cenſures of the world, have rejoiced themſelves in their 
youth without reſtraint ! have walked without fear, and without 
thought, | in the ways of their heart, and in the fight of their eyes! 
and at laſt perhaps ſolace the wretched decrepitude of a vicious old 
age, with a proud recolleQtion of the triumphs of their early man- 
hood over unſuſpecting woman's frailty ! nor have once pauſed to 
recolleQ, that God, for theſe things, will bring them into judg- 
ment !” 

The reaſon his Royal Highneſs aſſigned for quoting the above 
paſſages, was, to aſcertain the opinions of the Right Reverend Pre- 
late on the condition of the ſeducer and the ſeduced, and to oppoſe 
them to the arguments recently uſed, and ſtil] retained by that Reve- 
rend and Learned Prelate. He complimented the ſtyle and com- 
polition, which, he faid, was truly ſublime, and which did honour 
to the writer's head and heart. On thoſe arguments he would 
repoſe now for ſupport, and hoped that their due application would 
be made in behalf of the unhappy female, who might be beguiled 
by the ſeductive arts of an inſidious and deſigning villain. On 
the caſe of the adulterer, his Royal Highneſs expatiated with 
warmth and indignation ; ſuch a character difgraced ſociety ; he 
knew no man, he ſaid, ſo bad as he, who, entering the houſe of a 
man, his friend, as his gueſt, ſhould requite him by the ſeduQion of 
his wife. Such a man was and would be ever held in diſgrace and 
abhorrence by an enlightened and civilized ſociety. Bur the caſe 
of the unfortunate female who fell under thoſe arts, was an object 
o compaſſion and humane conſideration. The laws already pu- 
4 2 
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niſhed her delinquency, by judgment of divorce, by depriving her 
of her dower, and by the diſgrace. inſeparably attached to ſuch a con- 
duct. He admitted that the laws ſhould be vindicatory on ſuch 
occaſions, but in their puniſhments that they ſhould be juſt.— He 
gave his negative to the bill. BED 

The Ear] of CARLISLE was decidedly againſt the bill ; but 
ſhould the Houſe be diſpoſed to entertain it, he would, he ſaid, net 
object to its going into a Committee, provided the exceptionab'e 
clauſe was expunged. On this condition only he would, he ſaid, 
accede to it. | 

Lord BULKELEY voted againſt the bill; the impreſſion 
which the arguments againft the bill had made on his mind, he aid, 
left him no longer in doubt upon its tendency. 

The Biſhop of ROCHESTER roſe, he ſaid, to ſupport the bill. 
He felt himſelf alſo called upon by the arguments which were ap- 
plied, and the compoſitions which were ighly complimented by 
his Royal Highnels, to vindicate his opinions on the former as well 
as on the preſent occaſion, He owned it was far from his imagina- 
tion, when he came down to the Houſe, that he ſhould have occaſion 
to riſe in defence of the Biſhop of Rocheſter, and to clear up a 
charge which the illuſtrious Duke had founded on ſome extracts of 
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a charity ſermon preached long ago by the Biſhop of Rocheſter at 


the Magdalen, with a view to induce the congregation to feel pity 
for thoſe objects which it was the deſign of that charity to reſcue 
from infamy and proſtitution, and contribute to its ſupport. His 
Lordſhip pointed out the great difference between exhorting an audi- 
tory to compaſſionate unfortunate women of a low rank, never con- 
nected in connubial ties, preſerved from the baſeſt ſtate of beggary and 
vice, and to ſupport perſons in an elevated life in a profligate breach of 
the marriage vow, when their education and duty ought to have re- 
ſtrained their depraved paſſions. In religion, undoubtedly, there 
was Chriſtian charity ; but, departing from the rigour of the law 
in the puniſhment of ſuch a dangerous crime, with a view to the 

morals of the people, was a different matter, becauſe the happineſs 
of mankind depended on It, 

Lord AUCKLAND®. My Lords, it was my earneſt wiſh 
to have avoided, on this day, the diſcuſſion of a ſubject ſo foreign 
to that which at the moment engroſſes our minds. I can hardiy 
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* To render perſpicuous his Lordſnip's entire line of argument on the 
ſubject of this bill, we ſhall here concentrate in one connected ſpeech, the 
re. aarks made by the noble Lord both on this evening, and on the queſ- 


tion for the third reading, which came on May the 28d. 
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hope to engage your attention, I ſhall with difficulty command my 
own, under the recent impreſſions of a danger which has ſtruck us 
all with horror, and from which the infinite goodneſs of God's pro- 
vidence has alone preſerved us. Put the ſpeeches which you have 
heard compel me to offer ſome obſervations in ſupport of a propo- 
ſition introduced by me with every appearance of your general wiſh 
and ſanction, though I am now to encounter a reſiſtance which 
comes from quarters where I leaſt expected to find it; and which 
I the more regret, as being certainly reſpeRable in rank, character, 
number, and ability. 

Your Lordſhips well remember that, ſome weeks ago, a noble 
Baron was pleaſcd to move you to reſcind a ſtanding order which 
you had made in 1798, fur the purpoſe of preventing collufion and 
connivance in caſes of parliamentary divorce, It happened to 
me, among many, to diſſer on that occaſion from the noble Baron, 
with whom, on moſt other ſubjeQs, I have been proud to agree. I 
was led by the courſe of the debate' to remark, that, though much 
benefit had already been derived from tne ſtanding order which my 
noble friend propoſed to reſcind, the practice with reſpe& to parlia- 
mentary divorces was become groſsly and ſcandaloufly objection- 
able. And I incidentally expreiſed a doubt, to which I have long 
inclined, whether, in caies of legiſlative divorce, the intermarriage 
of the offending parties ought not to be prohibited. I farther ob- 
ſerved, that the acts of Parliament which have been conſtrued to 
authorize ſuch intermarriages had originally purported to relieve the 
injured huſband only ; that to this day they are ſo worded ; and 
that they had always been ſo confidered till towards the beginning 
of the preſent century. And ſurely, my Lords, it cannot be re- 
conciled to the dictates of juſtice, morality, or religion, that an 
adulterer and an adultreſs ſhall be deemed entitled to a ſpecial in- 
terference of the Legiſlature in their favour, and to a ſuſpenſion of 
the ordinary courſe of law, in order to enable them to complete a 
contract founded in turpitude :—in other words, that a woman 
who has violated a ſolemn vow, made a ſolemn appeal to her Cre- 
ator, ſhall be authorized by you to exhibit a meckerv of Heaven, by 
a new profanation of the ſame ceremony with tie c:nvidted partner 
of her crime. | 

I was not ſurpriſed, my Lords, to find that theſe ſentiments, 
which naturally preſented themſelves to me, were ſanctioned at the 
moment by your general and warm approbation : they were con- 
ſonant to the principles of ſound morality and pure religion, which 
will always have a due influence on your Lordſhips' minds.” . You 
vere pleaſed to expreſs your wiſh that I ſhould bring forward ſome 
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3 ö 
meaſure to reſtrain and correct the practice to which J had al- 
luded; and that wiſh ſcemed to have the gencral concurrence of 
the Houle, including even ſome of the preſent oppoſers of the bill 
now in debate. | 

Wherefore, my Lords, do I recal theſe particulars * Not to 
aid myſelf by the impreſſion and weight of perſonal authorities, how- 
erer reſpectable they may be. I rely entirely on the weight of 
truth, and on the impreſſion of reaſon. But I am deſirous to ſhew, 
that I have not had the arrogance to originate 2 propoſition of ſuch 
mognitude ; I introduced it only in conſequence of an intimation 
from you, equivatent in my judgment to an order, 

Nor is it this proviſion alone which J may aflert to have been in 
fact the meaſure of the Houſe. My noble and learned friend who 
prepared the additional clauſes, was in like manner inſtructed and 
guided by your apparent wiſh and genera] approbation. 

Even the firſt ſuggeſtion was not mine; I am, indeed, every 
hour more convinced of its expediency and folidity, but I have not 
the mcrit of it. | 

A bilt to, prevent the intermarriage of offending parties {and 
with a claufe alſo to prohibit the aduſtreſs, during a limited period, 
from contracting any marriage whatever) was propoſed nearly thirty 
years ago by the Duke of Atholl : —it vas rejeded by a ſmall ma- 
joriiy in the Houſe of Commons, and the rejection was followed by 
a grrat and rapid increaſe of Divorce bills. The Duke of Atholl's 
propofition was again tried in 1779, by a Right Reverend Prelate 
of high refpectability :—it was again negatived in the Houſe of 
Commons, by a diviſion of 51 to 40. In both inſiances it went 
through this Houſe, not merely without oppoſition, but with general 
cuncurrence. | | 

And here, my Lords, allow me to advert to a conſideration 
which, in the courſe of the five laſt weeks, has often preſented 
itſelt to my mind. Certainly it is no flattery to the perſons who 
now hear me, to fay that there exiſts within theſe walls as much col- 
lectire wiſdom, as much right intention, and as much individual 
gnodnefs and true honour, as have been ſeen in the councils of any 
nation, enher in preſent times, or in paſt hiſtory. 

Contemplating this Houſe, and the Members who compoſe it, 
in ſuch a point of view, and with all the advantages of cultivated 
education, all the acquirements of parliamentary knowledge, and all 
the habits and practice of reaſoning ; I have often aſked myſelf 
how it can happen that a body of men fo conſtituted can exhibit a 
great ſchiſm and diverſity of opinions reſpecting a queſtion depen- 
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dent on the evident and immutable principles of juſtice, morality, 
and religion. 

Again, my Lords, how can it have happened that this Haaſe, 
which in 1771 and in 1779 paſſed without one diſſenting voiee, 
and without any contrariety of opinions, a bill containing aſ the 
proviſions now under diſcuſſion, and even going b-yond thern, 
ſhould in 1800 debate thoſe proviſions with an earneſtneſs and 
warmth beyond any inſtance that I recollect in a parliamentry ex- 
perience of twenty-ſix years? 

It would ill become me to deny that the ſame rectitude of inten- 
tion which diſtinguiſhes the ſupporters of the bill, equally guides the 
conduct of its oppoſers. Their conduct is not to be aſcribed to 
any undue defire to prevent the eſtabliſhment of new and neceffary 
barriers againſt vice. On the other hand, the ſupport given to the 
bill, muſt not be attributed to a motive of an oppolite nature, and 
hardly leſs reprehenſible ; I mean an overweening zeal of teſem, 
and a diſpoſition to do more than exiſting: circumſtances demand. 
The diverſity of our opinions ariſes ſolely from a grave and folid 
doubt, whether the bill propoſed will eventually diſcourage an at- 
fence which we all equally with to diſcourage. 

When I fay exiſting circumſtances, I do not allude to the denk. 
ing applications for Divorce bills, though, in point of fact, that in- 
creaſe is great and alarming. 

It appears in our Journals, that from the date of the bill * @ 
enable Lord Roos to marry again,” a period of one hundred and 
thirty years, there have been one hundred and thirty-two divorces 
by acts of Parliament; of which number there were only eight in 
the firſt forty-five years, fifty in the next ſixty years, and ſeventy- 
four in the laſt twenty-five years. In the four years immediately 
preceding this ſeſſion there were twenty-nine Divorce bills, exdu- 
five of five which were rejected; and in the laſt ſeſſion alone there 
were ten, excluſive of two which were rejected. | 

It may poſſibly be anſwered, that the increaſed number of par- 
liamentary divorces proves only an increaſed facility (which, in 
itſelf, however, is a great reproach to us) in the means of obtaining 
them. And in ſupport of this I may be told, that, in former 
periods of our hiſtory, the crime of adultery was more prevalent 
than it is at preſent. My Lords, I will not condeſcend to combat 
an argument which is unſound in its foundation. The mere ſtate- 
ment implies, that, provided the average of vices be not increaſed, 
we ought to leave them to their free operation. The queſtion is 
not, whether the immorality of this year is greater or leſs than in 
any former year, but whether there now exiſts a criminal practice, 
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which has a natural and neceffary tendency to increaſe the deprava- 


tion of manners; and whether that practice is open to ſalutary cor- 
rection and ee by proviſions not in themſelves liable 
to ſolid objections. | 

But I by no means reſt the neceſſity of 'the preſent bill on the 
glaring and offenſive increaſe of parliamentary divorces. I do not 
even reſt it on the repreſentation ſo eloquently made to you by my 
noble and learned friend, on the part of the higheſt legal authori- 
ties, all concurring in an opinion, that the prevalence of adultery 
is become a dangerous and ſcandalous evil, calling loudly for ſome 
reſtriction and remedy, more eſpecially with reſpe& to thoſe collu- 
ſions by which the criminal parties derive gratifications and worldly 
intereſts from the reſult of crimes. 

Still there are other grounds on which the expediency of this bill 
may well be defended ; I allude, my Lords, to circumſtances evi. 
dent to all who can turn their eyes with a fair and unprejudiced 
attention towards the known ſyſtem and ſcenery of modern ſocieties, 
I allude to circumſtances . which may be imperceptible to the viſual 
nerves of a choſen few, and no euphraſy or rue that I can admi- 
niſter wilb bring the object within their contemplation. 

The nature of theſe circumſtances, and the relaxation of mind 
and morals which accompanies them, is forcibly and beautifully 
deſcribed by one of our poets, in a paſſage fo fingularly applicable 
to the preſent diſcuſſion that I beg leave to avail myſelf of it : 


« Domeſtic happineſs, thou only bliſs 
Of Paradiſe that has ſurviv'd the fall ! 
Forſaking thee, what ſhipwreck have we made 
Of honour, dignity, and tair renown ; 
Till proſtitution elbows us aſide 
In all our crowded ftreets ; and Senates ſeem 
Copven'd for purpoſes of empire leſs 
Than to relieve th' adultreſs from her bond. 
Th' adultreſs !. what a theme for angry verſe! 
What provocation to th' indignant heart 
That feels for injur'd love! But I diſdain 
The nauſeous taſk to paint her a as ſhe 1s, 
Cruel, abandon'd, glory ing in her ſhame ! 
No. Pet her paſs, and charioted along 
In guiity ſplendour, ſhake the public ways ; 
And verſe of mine ſhall never brand the wretch, 
Whom matrons now of character unſmirch'd, 
And chaſte, themſelves, are not aſham'd to on. 
Virtue and vice had bound*ries in old time, 
Not to be paſs'd. And ſhe that had renounc'd 
Her ſex's honour, was renounc'd herſelf 
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But dignity's, reſentful of the wrong. 

*Twas hard perhaps on here and there a waif, 

Defirous to return and not receiv'd, 

But was an wholſome rigour in the main, 

And taught th' unbiemiſh'd to preſerve with care 
That purity, whoſe loſs is loſs of all. 

Men too were nice in honour in thoſe days, 

And judg'd offenders well. But now—-yes, now, 
We are become ſo candid and ſo fair, 

So lib'ral in conſtruction, and fo rich 

In Chriſtian charity, (good-natur'd age !) 

That they are ſafe : finners of either ſex . 
Tranſgreſs what laws they may.” Cowrxk's Taft, b. iii. 


When I recollect all the exertions which within theſe few years 
have done ſo much honour to the wiſdom and public ſpirit of this 
Houſe, and have contributed ſo effentially to the public ſecurity 
and proſperity, I cannot allow myſelf to ſuppoſe that we even ſeem 
to tneet in this place, not ſo much for the great concerns of the em- 
pire, as for the nauſeous and diſguſting purpoſe of Divorce bills. 
Still, however, and in point of fact, it happened to your Lordſhips 
in the laſt ſeſſion to be ſpecially ſummoned for thoſe purpofes near 
forty times in the order of your proceeding on twelve bills of 
Divorce. 

Juſtly alſo might the poet inveigh againſt that “ liberality o 
conſtruction” with which women of untainted virtue and character 
are encouraged to ſpeak of adultery and its conſequences; forgetting 
the dignity and delicacy of their ſex in the unprincipled jargon of 
vell-bred vice, and in maſculine and unbluſhing alluſions to liber- 
tiniſm and crime. | 

But the jargon of the day, though in itſelf a ſymptom of increaſe 
ing depravity, has no poſſible influence on the enlightened minds of 
thoſe who now hear me. Convinced as I am that doubts reſpect- 
ing the expediency of the bill are the ſole cauſe of our difference, I 
viſh to bring thoſe doubts to a ſhort and fair examination. 

do not however feel myſelf called upon to defend the clauſes 
which provide for the puniſhment of the ſeducer. The objections 
made to them have been ſo few and fo indefinite, that I conſider 
that part of the bill as almoſt unanimouſly adopted. And certainly 
though opinions may vary as to the mode of proſecution, the nature 
of the puniſhment to be applicd, and the parties to whom proſecu- 
tion and puniſhment ſhould be reſtricted or extended, it is not eaſy 
© argue that a crime ſubverſive of morality and religion, and of the 
dood order, happineſs, and rights of civil ſociety, ſhall not be ſub- 
ed to our criminal juriſprudence. I diſmiſs therefore this part of 
te bill, after thanking the noble and learned Lord who prepared it, 
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forh e great and laſting benefit which he has conferred on his 

country. I ought alſo to thank the oppoſers of the bill, to whom 
the merit of. originating. the clauſes alluded to excluſively belongs, 
They called loudly for. thoſe. clauſes, and we have liſtened to their 
call. Indeed I had; hoped that this material addition to the bill 
would have ſuſpended all oppoſition, and that the puniſhment of the 
ſeducer would have been reeei ved as compenſating and juſtifying 
the reſtraint impoſed on the ſeduced. Unhappily the wiſh ill 
prevails to reje what I believe to be the moſt material part of the 
bill, and to leave the adultreſs not only without puniſhment, but to 
facilitate to her the means of marrying the conviaed partner of her 
adultery {© - 

And here, my Lords, before I examine the arguments by which 
the propriefy of ſuch marriages has been recommended to us, allow 
me to advert to a doubt which has been ſtarted reſpecting their 
legality. | dnn 

It is one of the Canons Eccleſiaſtical of 160 3, and a law ll 
in force, that in all ſentences of divorce d thoro et menſa, bond 
ſhall be given by the parties ſo ſeparated, that they ſhall not, dur- 
ing the liſe of each other, contra& matrimony with any other 
perſon.” _ 

It is equally well known, that parliamentary bills of Divorce, 
though. they purport to diflolve the marriage in general terms, con- 
fine to the injured huſband only the authority given to contract: 
new marriage; making it lawful “ for him to marry again, and 
declaring-that- the children born in ſuch matrimony ſhall be legiti- 
mate.” There is no ſimilar proviſion for the future marriage of the 
divarced wife. r | 

It ſeems more than probable, that, in the early inſtances of theſe 
divorces, it was not ſuppoſed or adverted to that the permiſſion to 
contract a new. marriage could extend to the adultreſs. But the 
ſubſequent and long -acquieſcence ſeems to have eſtabliſhed ſuch 
marriages, or at leaſt entitled them to be eſtabliſhed if any doubt 
ſhould ariſe reſpecting their validity. It is indeed difficult to um 
derſjand how a marriage can be diſſol ved as to one of the parties, 
without being equally. diſſolved as to the other. And I would 


rather conclude , that Divorce bills, aa now worded, though pur. 


porting to relieve, only the. injured party, are a complete difſolution of 
the, mamiage; of which diflqhutiop the  adultreſs may legally i 
berſelf, unleſs reftrained by ſome. general ag, or by ſome ſpecia 
clauſe. By a genexal act. J mean the proviſian nos under diſac- 
fon, or the law, preciſely zo-this point which. has prevailed, in Sc 
land ever ſince 1604, and under which the crime of adultery is cer. 
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tainly leſs frequent in that part of the kingdom than in this. By 
a ſpecial clauſe I mean the proviſo which it will be in the power of 
either Flouſe of Parliament, by a ſtanding order, or by habitual prac- 
tice, to declare and inſiſt ſhall be annexed to Dlvorce bills, if the 
meaſure now propoſed ſhould not paſs into a law. > 

And now, my Lords, I'come to the elauſes which alone are diſ- 
puted, and to which the epithet © abominable” continues to be ap- 
plied ; though not indeed with peculiar propriety, or with due re- 
ſpect towards ourſelves. It ought to have been recollected, that on 
the ſecond reading of the bill which contained thoſe clauſes only, 
the Houſe divided in the proportion of nearly three to one in favour 
of the bill, and that the majority united characters moſt reſpectable 
and exemplary in the beſt virtues of private liſe, in the adminiſtra- 
tion of the laws of the land, and in the duties and practice of our 
religion. But I am not ſolieitous to advert to vague and ill - applied 
epithets; more eſpecially when argumentative objections have come 
from the ſame quarter, and have been urged with — ability, 
and eloquence. 

The leading and prineipal ebjeQion ſeems to be, that, by re- 
ſtraining the intermarriage of the offending parties, the woman is put 
out of the protection of the only man to whom ſhe can look up to 
preſerve her from degradation and infamy'; and that ſhe is placed 
in the alternative between celibacy and libertiniſm. Some noble 
Lords have been pleaſed to add, that ſhe is "ny forced into a 
ſtate of proſtitution. 8 

Is it then a concluſion to be avowed, admitted, teirates, and 
ſanRioned, in plain and courſe Engliſh, that whenever a woman 
ſhall think proper to prefer another man to her huſband, your Lord- 
ſhips, the hereditary guardians of the welfare and well-being of the 
people, are to contaminate the truſt repoſed in you, and to ſay to 
ſuch a woman — © Your plea is, or at leaſtfuch is the plea of your 
offieious defenders, that if you may not be permitted to form a ſe- 
cond contract with the man by whoſe feduction you have broken 
your firſt contract, you muſt naturally and necefſarily abandon your- 
ſelf to proſtitution. Your plea'i is moſt "unprincipled ; your paſſions 
ae moſt depraved; but you ſhall be'grattfied. '* You have broken 
a ſacred and ſolemn vow, made in the-prefence of yhur family and 
friends; but we will enable you, by 2legiflative' a act of ours, to go 
back unbluſhingly: to the altar, WHIP YOU, ought! to approach with 
gon and hortor. Comeè again to us as ſoH as you mall feel diſ- 
poſed to quit this' ſecorich Henband, and to take & third: ve ſhall be 
ready foties quaties 0  abthibiize yew to change the partners of your 
iniquity ; 20 
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Qrz nubit toties, non nubit; adultera lege eſt. 
Offendor macha ſimpliciore minus. MARTIAL, vi. 7. 

My Lords, if the elaim may not fairly be carried to this extent, 
it is falſe, and good for nothing. The mere ſtatement is ſo diſguſt- 
ing in every point of view, and is ſo degrading to the ſex which ought 
to be the object of our juſt pride and affeQionate protection, chat! 
ſhall quit it without farther remark. 

I muſt however again and again remind your Lordſhips, that this 
ſtruggle is not made for any ſyſtem of remedial law, indiſerimi— 
nately applicable to the community at large ; but for the opulent 
claſs of adulterers and adultreſſes, who, by the expenfive nature of 
the proceeding, are alone implicated in Divorce bills : and this par. 
ticular diſpenſation is ill farther confined in moſt caſes to indivi. 
duals who have the leaſt claim to any indulgence. 

Let us ſuppoſe that a woman ſhall have betrayed the beſt of huf. 
bands; that ſhe ſhall have broken and deſtroyed his happine's ; and 
ſhall have brought diſhonour and diſtreſs into his family; a woman 
without excuſe or palliation for her miſcondut ! Such a woman is 
ſure to have the benefit of our ſpecial interference, becauſe we can- 
not heſitate to give relief to her injured huſband, and ſhe is allowed 
to avall herſelf of the terms in which that relief is given. 

But take the other caſe : Let us ſuppoſe that there are many 
circumftances of extenuation ; that the unfortunate female has been 
made to Jive amidſt ſcenes of debauchery and profligacy ; that her 
huſband has connived with her ſeducer ; that he has fold her per- 
ſon ; that he has driven her from his houſe and protection. Such 
* | huſband cannot obtain a Divorce bill (at leaſt our . liberality of 
'- confiruttion,” our © Chriſtian charity,” do not yet go. quite ſo far), 
In this cafe, che woman, though hardly criminal, has no relicf, but 
- wanders an outcaſt from ſocicty, to be laughed at by the gay and 
"ſplendid adultfefs, whoſe aggravated guilt _ ONE" ſecured to her 
che means of marrying her ſeducer. | 

I proteſt, my Lots; that this whole (proceeding is ſo repugnant 
to my feelings, and at the ſame time fo abſurd, that J liſten with 
aſtöniſhment to thoſe? who defend it. I ſee no grounds on which 
it reſts, except vn an vipiimeipled claim to favour a certain claſs df 
7 foticty'; to / fafhion wickedneſs by law;” and to elevate crime 
te contract. And alk this in me inftances eſpecially where the 
_ 4 attended with the greateſt aggravation) contrary both to 
. krörar pff ſceilßte, and io the practice 6f other nations from the 1e- 
5 det a nfiquity t to the. preſent time; contrary to, the exprels law of 
. — part of the kingdom at this day; and even contra 10 out 
own ſubſiſting law: for all the arguments uſed reſpecting the alter 
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native in which the woman is ſaid to be placed, apply as ſtrongly 
againſt divorces d thoro et menſd, as they do againſt the reſtrictions in 
the bill which we are debating. 


1 


This is not a queſtion to be decided by ſentiments of indiſerimi- 
nate compaſſion. Hard indeed muſt be the heart which ean be in- 
ſenſible to the diſtreſſes of a woman, whatever may be the cauſe. 
But in looking with an eye of pity to the ſufferings of a criminal, it 


is a paramount duty to look alſo to the tendency of the crime, and to 


the neceſſity of example. We muſt not tamper with the eſſential 
principles of ſocial order. 

It has been urged, however, that in ſeveral inſtances the inter- 
marriages to which I object have been followed by a courſe of life 
well entitled, in every point of view, to eſteem and reſpet. My 
Lords, I know, and I admit, that ſuch caſes have occurred within 
the obſervation of us all: but I know, alſo, that a wiſe Legiſlature 
will not wiſh to form and multiply a ſect of individuals, whoſe fall 
and ſubſequent riſe in the eſtimation of mankind can tend only to 
give a falſe eſtimate of principles. Unfortunately, it would be a 
ſect not content with the excluſive enjoyment of the privileges 
which itſelf had obtained, but, like other ſets, would be naturally 
active in multiplying the number of its proſelytes. It would conſiſt 
of perſons, the elegance of whoſe manners, and whoſe attraQive ha- 
bits of life, would be well calculated to faſcinate and corrupt the 
pure minds of others, and to create an opinion that there is ſome- 
thing worthy of indulgence and admiration in the practices and 
conſequences of a ſteady, grave, and well- regulated adultery. It 
would be actively and neceſſarily at work to ſubvert every ſentiment 
of conjugal fidelity and female chaſtity, and would corrode and ex- 
tend itſelf like a cancer over the fair boſom of civil ſociety. 

My Lords, I feel anxious to refiſt any imputation of rigour. 
God forbid that we. ſhould adopt the harſh laws of other countries! 
The Moſaic law directed, that “ both the adulterer and adultreſs 
ſhould ſurely be put to death.” And the ſame; ſeverity extended itſelf 
over Aſia and Europe through many, centuries. The puniſhment 
of adultery by the Roman law. varied at different periods, but. was 
frequently capital. In the Digeſt there are proviſions fimilar to the 


+: Clauſes which we are debating, The ſtrictneſs obſerved. on this 
ſubject by our anceſtors the Germans, is well and forcibly, deſcribed 


Dy Tacitus: 


* 


i (Die DODN31T6 21 unn 


Exo ſepta pudicitia agunt, nullis ſpeRtaculorum illecebris, npllis con- 


Viviorum irritationibus corruptz.—Pauciſlima in ram numeroſà gente adul- 


teria, quorum pœnà piæſens, et maritis permiſſa.— public tæ chili pudi- 
citiæ milla venia: non forma, non ætate; non opibus maritum invenerit. 
Nemo illic vitia ridet: nec corrumpere et corrumpi ſæculum vocatur.” 
De Mor, GERM, Co 15, 


* 
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Tacitus, who was of the conſular rank, alludes here, and with 
juſt indignation, to the vices of the higher ranks; and to their af. 
fectation of juſtifying habitual outrages to decency as being the faſhion 
and ton of the day, ©* corrumpere et corrumpi ſæculum vacatur. He 
felt with his cotemporary Juvenal, who had exclaimed : | 
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Velocius ac citius nos 
Corrumpunt vitiorum exempla domeſtica, magnis 


Cum ſubeunt animos auRoribus. SAT, xiv. 


But theſe inveſtigations ſerve only to ſnew the mildneſs of the 
ſyſtem which we are purſuing ; it is not even propoſed by this bill, 
as at preſent conſtituted, that the female offender ſhould be ſubjea 
to any puniſhment. All doubtful proviſions have been avoided ; 
and therefore alſo the queſtion has been left for future conſideration, 
whether the means either of proſecution or of divorce ſhould be 
given tothe injured wife ? | 

I have omitted to ſtate a dilemma to thoſe who object to the 
clauſes in queſtion. Will they go fo far as to argue, that in all caſes 
of adultery it is right and expedient to facilitate, or even (as ſome have 
ſaid by way of ſarcaſm and epigiam) to compel the intermarriage of 
the offending parties? The eaſy interchange of wives prevailed 
during two or three years in that. diſtracted country, whoſe terrible 
example we have had before our eyes ; and it became no exagger- 
ation to aſſert, that the ceremony of marriage reſembled the inter- 
edurſe of © brute beaſts which have no underſtanding.” There is 
not an individual in this Houſe, whoſe mind will not revolt againſt 
ay ' propoſitions of ſuch a tendency. 

Is it then the wiſh to take the other branch of the dilemma, to 
confine Divorce bills within the preſent bounds, and to give per- 
miſſion of intermarriage between offending parties to the opulent 
only? My Lords, this is 4 pofition which will not bear the light; 
it becomes a code of adultery for a privileged caſt ; it holds out, 
in many caſes, to the adultreſs, the means of acquiring a great ad- 
vance in rank and property by her crimes. In the place of contri- 
tion, we ſee triumphant and barefaced vice. The compaſſion of all 


moral men changes to indignation when ſueh things happen. 
$a 


Haring diſpoſed of the adultreſs, let us now turn to her ſeducer. 
« With reſpe& to him,” ſay the noble Lords, * the clauſes in queſ- 
tion cannat fail to operate as a premium and encouragement to adul- 
tery. Lou releaſe, him from bis bond, when you refuſe to releaſe 
the; adultteſs from hers. You rcleaſs him from an honourable 
obligation, the foreknowledge of which now deters and reſtrains 
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him.“ What then is the nature of that ſuppoſed obligation, by 
virtue of which, in the event of detection, or in caſes of bargain or 
colluſion, the adulterer is to come to this Bar by counſel for the adul- 
treſs, to act the part of a defendant ſmarting under penal damages, 
in order to forward the Divorce bill, which is to enable him to 
marry the adultreſs, and honourably to ſhare her diſhonour ? The 
mere ſtatement of the queſtion ſhews the corrupt nature of the 
tranſaction, which is weakly defended by unſound reaſonings re- 
ſulting from unſound principles. 

As to the abandoned ſeducers, and thoſe who ſeek only to mul- 
tiply the victims of their profligacy, I will rather truſt to the chaſ- 
tiſement of law than to the influence of faſhion. But admitting 
that there may exiſt in the brest of others that anomalous ſort of 
honour which is here addueed, that non-deſcript plant in the plea- 
ſure- garden of modern morality, I ſhould infer, that a man poſſeſſ- 
ing ſentiments which have a reliſh of honour, would rather be de- 
terred than encouraged by the reflection that he can no longer make 
any reparation. Ls it not this hopeleſſneſs of marriage, the honour- 
able neceſſity of which is not extended by the faſhion or practice 
of * this good-natured age ” to the ſeducers of unmarried women; 
is it not this very hopeleſſneſs of all reparation, which continues to 
make ſeductions ſo rare in that claſs of life, in which the ſeduQions 
of married women are ſo frequent? 

But I cannot comprehend the fort of honour which would be 
influenced by the obligation contended for, and yet would proceed 
coolly and deliberately to debauch a married woman; to entail-a 
ſenſe of ſhame on her innocent children; to deprive them of their 
natural protection; to give offence and diſguſt to ſociety ; to rob a 
friend of his happineſs ; and to deſtroy the fair pride and domeſtic 
peace of a whole family. 

I cannot comprehend this ſtrange e this ſophiſtry of fin, 
as applied either to the woman, to whom the noble Lords wiſh to 
ſecure the means of deriving benefit from her erime; or to her 
ſedueer, who is to be diſcouraged by the implied obligation, which 
| have thus analyzed. In favour of ſuch doctrines I cannot, with 
my incompetent knowledge of the world, frame any argument. which 
would not tend to bewilder my own underſtanding, and the under- 
ſanding of others, in a vain endeavour to palliate vice and to con- 
tenauce the vicious. It is a ſoit of thircatening letter in behalf of 
crime, when we are inſormed, that; unleſs the ſeduced and ſedueer 
ſhall be permitted to have their vices of the preciſe colour and tint 
which they prefer, we muſt expect them te ebmtnit vices of a 

deeper dye and enormity. We cannot - compromiſe with wieked- 
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neſs ; all morality would be thrown off its hinges, if ſuch argu- 
ments could be uſed with effect; they are of a nature to undermine 
the whole fabric of juſtice with reſpect to _ crime that can be 
committed. 

But the new clauſes which I have this day introduced, will fur. 
nith the beſt anſwer to thoſe who are apprehenſive that the bill may 
operate as an encouragement to adultery. 

When your honourable men of gallantry ſhall have pervſed theſe 
clauſes with attention; when they ſhall have well conſidered the 
impending proſecution and its conſequences ; when they ſhall ſee, 
fairly balanced, the different parts of the bill ; I do not believe that 
they will feel themſclves encouraged. 


My Lords, I really am aſhamed to have dwelt ſo long upon a 


ſubject which is ſo clear and ſo plain in all its views and bearings. 
J have done fo from reſpeQ for thoſe from whom I differ. I have 
no want of a right charity in favour of the infirmities of our nature; 
on the other hand, I have no pretenſions to enforce againſt thoſe 
infirmities any ſtrictneſs of correction beyond what is equally wiſhed 
by the noble Lords who oppoſe me. We differ only as to the 
means, and the neceſſity of employing them. I have little confi- 
dence in the accuracy of my own opinions ; but certainly on this 
accaſion I derive great confidence from the ſupport with which 1 


am honoured, and of which I ſhould be unworthy, if I did not 


exert myſelf in a cauſe ſo ſupported. 
I now leave the bill to its fare, but with an opinion deeply rooted 
in my mind, that, if it ſhould not ultimately be adopted, a ſevere 


and ſerious wound will be given to the good order and well-being of 


ſociety. And let me not be told by thoſe who oppoſe the bill, that 
I have placed them in a dilemma between the acceptance of a law 


which they diſapprove, and the reſulting encouragement of a crime 


which they abhor. I have repeatedly explained that the ſubject of 
this bill (which I ſupport becauſe I think it right, though it did not 
originate with me) was firſt brought into diſcuſſion by thoſe whoſe ar- 
guments I have endeavoured to anſwer. Such is the wiſdom of Par- 
liament, ſuch are the right feelings of the public at large, that 
whatever may be proper to be done will be done at laſt ; though 
temporary miſconceptions may prevail, And here I ſubmit the 
whole to that venerable Bench, whoſe duty it is to maintain the 
purity of religion; to the great and learned characters, whoſe duty 
it is to maintain the purity of law ; and to your Lordſhips in gene- 
ral, who are intereſted and diſpoſed to maintain the purity of mar- 
ried life, and of domeſtic happineſs. 
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I ſhall conclude with only one more obſervation. The awful 


hiſtory of the crimes of France, which have deluged Europe with 


blood and calamity; the awful events which every month, and 
almoſt every day, now produces (and to one of which the proceed- 
ings of this very day bear a moſt ſolemn teſtimony), have taught us 
all, in our gratitude to that Providence which has protected this 
iſland, to look, more than we have been accuſtomed to do, into the 
receſſes of our own minds: and J am ſure that there is not one 
amongſt us who has not felt the neceſſity of contributing by his ex- 
ample to the good order and morality of the people at large. 

It had long been the object of the French writers, it is at this 
day the obje& of the German Theatre, to give faſcinating portraits 
of adultery, in order to corrupt the inſtitution of marriage; to con- 
found all conſanguinity, ranks, and deſoents; and to deſtroy that 
reſpeA for parents which is eſſential to good education :—and. all 
this to realize the diabolical dream- of general fraternity and 
equality 

Happily, however, the viſionary ſcheme of modern philanthropy, 
which would have levelled and elaſſed mankind with the beaſts 


of the field, is now ſeen in all its folly and deformity, and, in «this © 


wiſe, and good, and happy country, has ferved only to awaken the 
public mind. There now exiſts among us a due ſenſe of the effen- 
tial importance. of that morality which happily in our days en- 
lightens and adorns the Throne, and which it is the falutary- ws 
poſe of this bill to guard and to promote. * | 
Lord MULGRAVE “. My Lords, before I 4800 your 
Lordſhips in anſwer to the arguments urged in ſupport of the bill 
upon your table, I feel it incumbent upon me to take ſome notice 


of the general ſtyle and tenour of thoſe arguments, becauſe they 


ſeem to imply an impreſſion on the minds of the noble Lords who 


adopt them, that all thoſe who are adverſe to the proviſions of this + 


bill muſt be protectors of vice and favourers of the crime of aduls 


tery. And although a noble Baron who brought forward the ori- 


ginal bill, to the clauſes of which alone I object, has in terms ad- 


mitted that © it would ill become him to deny the ſame rectitude 
of intention to the oppoſers as that which diſtinguiſhes the ſupporters· 


of the bill,” yet even in the general tenour af his ſpeech formmewhbat. + 


of the ſame impreſſion manifeſts —_ 3-elſe. wherefore. thoſe trite - 


[| IS 


7 
- 
* 
ͤ———— — —— — — 


* In this caſey as in that of Lord Anckland, we think it for the advacæ- 
tage of our readers to have before them, in one point of view, all the ara 


guments adduced by Lord Mulgrave on this evening, as,well. as on the 
21ſt and 23d of this month. 


Vor. XI. | * 
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and obvious cenſures of a crime, the immorality of which nobody 
palliates, the evil tendency of which nobody denies ; wherefore 
that queſtion of aſtoniſhment, * How can it happen that a body of 
men fo conſtituted can exhibit a great ſchiſm and diverſity of opinions 
reſpeRing a queſtion dependent on the evident and immutable prin- 
ciples of juſtice, morality, and religion ;”” but becauſe the noble 
Baron cannot ſeparate a difference of opinion upon the wiſdom of 
his propoſed alteration of the law as it ſtands, and a difference upon 
the immutable principles of morality and religion ? Indeed the noble 
Lord goes a little further in his implication when he ſpeaks of a 
public depravity of morals, which “ may be imperceptible to the 
viſual nerves of a choſen few, and no euphraſy or rue that he can 
adminiſter will bring the object within their contemplation.” In 
ſupport of this figure the noble Lord reads to the Houſe a long ſtring 
of verſes, containing not only an exaggerated miſrepreſentation of 
the general morals of the country, but a coarſe and unfounded libel 
on the dignity and conduct of this Houſe. I give the noble Lord 
credit. for having been dazzled by the brilliant clothing of ſonorous 
words, and miſled by the favourite name of a diſtinguiſhed poet, or 
he would not, I am convinced, have addreſſed to your Lordſhips 
that which, if it;ſhould have been offered to the public in the plain 
ſhape of a proſe paragraph, with no greater ſanction than the name 
of a printer or publiſher of a newſpaper, would have brought the 
author to your Lordſhips' Bar, and juſtly ſubjected him to a rigorous 
puniſhment for a groſs and criminal miſrepreſentation of this Houſe 
of Parliament. 

What, my Lords! is it in theſe times, and in this Parliament 
that we are to be told that © the Senate ſeems convened for pur- 
poſes of empire, leſs than to relieve the adultreſs from her bond!“ 
Is it to an Houſe of Parliament, whoſe vigilant wiſdom and diſ- 
paſſionate energy have been ſo conſtantly and ſo effeQually exerted 
in contributing their full ſhare to thoſe greateſt purpoſes of empire, 
the preſervation of the State, the maintenance of the Conſtitution, 
the ſupport of his Majeſty's auſpicious Government, and the general 
ſecurity of the People, againſt the formidable attacks which have 
been made upon all thoſe vital objects by the adive principles and 
deſtructi ve machinations of foreign and domeſtic jacobins, that ſuch 
an imputation is to be applied? The other member of the poet's 
aſperſion comes alſo but ill from the noble Lord who brought in the 
bill, as addreſſed to the majority who have hitherto ſupported it; 
for they at leaſt appear at all events, and under any circumſtances, 
determined not to relieve the adultreſs from her bonds: and it is 
upon that point, and not upon the nature of the crime, that thoſe 
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who oppoſe the proviſions of the bill as objectionable, are at iſſue 
with thoſe who think them ſalutary, and give them their ſupport. ' 

My Lords, I moſt cordially aflent to the principle of the bill, 
and it is therefore that I object to the proviſions of it; becauſe they 
appear to me to counteract the profeſſions of the preamble, and to 
uſurp the title: the bill would be more properly deſcribed as an Act 
for the more effectual Promotion of Adultery, and for the better 
Propagation of Baſtardy. I object to it, becauſe it is the reverſe 
of what every penal ſtatute ought to be; it is impotent for preven- 
tion, but oppreſſive and impolitic in puniſhment. The principal 
ground upon which the ſupporters of the bill recommend the proviſions 
againſt the marriage of the woman after divorce, and the only one on 
which I have yet heard it argued, is the aſſumed fad that a promiſe 
of marriage is the great means of ſeduction on the part of the man, 
and the principal inducement to the commiſſion of the crime on the 
part of the woman, To juſtify a law pregnant with ſuch evils, as I 
ſhall by and by have to ſtate this bill to be, the ground on which it 
reſts muſt be aſſumed not as partial and occaſional, but as general 
at leaſt, if not univerſal : ſuch an aſſumption, however, in this in- 
ſtance, would be repugnant to reaſon, and contrary to all experience. 
Is it reaſonable to ſuppoſe that a ſeducer will commence his attacks 
upon the virtue of a woman of a cultivated mind, and in a reſpect- 
able ſituation in life, with detailing to her the circumſtances of diſ- 
grace and degradation which will be ſuperadded to the ſhame of de- 
tection * Would it be conſiſtent with common ſenſe to hold forth 
the probability of that deteCtion as the natural conſequence of her 
compliance? He would be indeed a clumſy ſeducer who ſhould 
{ſubmit to the conſideration of a woman, in the firſt inſtance, the 
unequal balance between the meaſureleſs ſacrifice he was urging 
her to make, and the poor, degraded, and ſecluded reparation 
which he could otfer to her wounded reputation. Unfortunately, 
the arts of ſeduction are too much practiſed, and too well underſtood, 
to be ſo conducted; leſs palpable and more ingenious modes are 
purſued : and I entertain too high an opinion of the delicacy of feel- 
ing even of thoſe unhappy victims amongſt my countrywomen who 
are artfully ſeduced from the paths of virtue, not to be convinced 
that ſuch a broad and brutal propoſal of ſpeculative diſgrace would be 
their beſt protection, and that they would ſpurn at the proſpeR with 
contempt and horror. Put the ſame ſuppoſition into a different line 
of ſeduction, and in a leſs cultivated and refined rank of female 
life, and the fallacy will be manifeſt of the only ground on which 
this bill can be deemed, effeQual to its propoſed purpoſe, or inſtru- 
mental to the prevention of the crime of adultery. : 

: 4K 2 
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If I were to introduce to your Lordſhips a bill for the ſuppreſſion 
of the Magdalen Hoſpital, and to render all ſuch inſtitutions ille- 
gal in future ; and if I were, in ſupport of ſuch a bill, to argue that 
the ſhocking depravity and diſguſting miſery of the ſwarm of un- 
happy proſtitutes who infeſt our ſtreets, had ariſen entirely from 
that impolitic and over-indulgent inſtitution ; if I were to ſtate 
that idle and difſolute fellows made that retreat the means of ſedue- 
tion, by ſtaring to the innocent girl whoſe virtue they were attempt. 
ing, that although the act ſhe was urged to commit would be fol- 
lowed by detection, by diſgrace, by the loſs of the eſteem and ac- 
quaintance of all thoſe with whom ſhe had been accuſtomed to live, 
and by ſeparation from her family for ever; yet that all this would 
be amply compenſated by his having ſufficicnt intereſt to obtain her a 
ſituation in the Magdalen Hoſpital, where ſhe would learn an honeſt 
mode of gaining her livelihood, her character be retrieved, and that 
ſhe might perhaps be even reſtored to her parents ; and ſhould I 
further argue, that he might with truth add, that this was no idle 
ſpeculation, becauſe near three thouſand unhappy women had been 
retrieved from vice, and reſtored to honeſt induſtry by that inſti- 
tution ; would any one of your Lordſhips receive this argument as 
a ſufficient ground on which to build a law for the ſuppreſſion of 
that charity? Would any one of your Lordſhips believe that ſuch 
an argument ever did, or ever could influence a woman the moſt ig- 
norant and depraved, to ſacrifice her chaſtity ? And if the ſuppoſition 
be ſhocking and abſurd in the leis delicate and leſs refined claſs of 
females, upon what ground of reaſon or common ſenſe can we 
conclude it to be ordinary and habitual amongſt thoſe who have 
more enlarged ideas to guide them, greater and more apparent ſa- 
crifices to check and deter them? I confeſs I have not ſufhcient 
acuteneſs of intelle& to diſcover any difference in the two caſes ; 
and ] do not believe that, in any inftance, the proſpe and inten- 
tion of future marriage has preceded the ſeduction, or influenced 
the attachment of a married woman to her paramour. If, there- 
fore, the mode of ſcduQion be not ſuch as the bill preſumes, it will 
not operate as a prevention, as far as it attaches upon the woman; 
but, on the other hand, it will operate as an encouragement to the 
crime, and as an a of indemnity to the unprincipled man of in- 
trigue, whoſe ſtudy and occupation are principally engroſſed by the 
arts and practice of ſeduction. He will be relieved from the im- 
pending dangers of matrimony in the event of detection; the law 
wili be his excuſe for abandoning the woman on ſuch an event ; and 
the legal infliction of fine and impriſonment will be light in com- 
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pariſon of the penalty of matrimony, which they have now to appre- 
hend from the tribunal of public opinion. 

The effect of the law will be different with men of a different 
deſcription. Many, who, urged by the violence of their paſſion, 
and a reprehenſible and unjuſtifiable attachment, have violated the 
laws of morality and religion by the crime of adultery, may notwith- 
ſtanding have feelings of tenderneſs and ſentiments of honour till 
remaining, which will naturally urge them to make every reparation 
in their power to the diſgraced and injured object of their illicit af- 
fection: marriage, as the law now ſtands, conſtitutes that reparation; 
and has, in fact, at leaſt in every inſtance within my obſervation, 
uniformly operated a reformation of morals in the woman, and pro- 
duced an exemplary wife, atoning (as far as atonement is poſſible) for 
her former crime, by a rigid propriety of conduct, and a ready ſub- 
miſſion to that excluſion from the gay circles of general ſociety 
which her former miſconduct has incurred. On the other hand, 
all thoſe who have not been married to the man of their affections, 
for whom they have ſacrificed their honour, have become the moſt 
dangerous and ſcandalous of proſtitutes ; dangerous from the advan- 
tages of poliſhed education and elegant manners, which enables 
them to engage the*attachment of young men firſt entering into life, 
to withdraw them from ſerious and honourable purſuits, and plunge 
them into diſſipation and extravagance ; and ſcandalous to public 
morals, by a bold and brilliant oſtentation of affluent vice. The 
effect therefore of the bill upon your table, if it ſhould not operate 
as a prevention of the crime of adultery (which J have already ar- 
gued that it will not), muſt, in my conception, be to add to the 
number of the latter deſcription of women, by totally putting an end 
to the former. | 

This concluſion, however, is denied by a Right Reverend Pre- 
late, and he has told your Lordſhips that there yet remains a re- 
ſource to the woman divorced for adultery, to which ſhe may look 
with confidence, if her ſubſequent eonduct be decent, reſerved, and 
exemplary :—** The bill,” ſays the Right Reverend Prelate, 
* wiſely and juſtly precludes the adultreſs from contracting mar- 
riage with her paramour ; but there is nothing to preclude her union 
with ſome third perſon, who having watched her exemplary conduQ, 
her rectitude of life, and due obſervance of religious duties, may en- 
tertain an expectation of happineſs with a woman ſo conducting 
herſelf ; and with him ſhe may receive the reward of her repentance 
and good behaviour.” I can have no objection to ſuch an event, if 
it were to take place; but, urged as an argument in favour of the 
prokibitory clauſe of this bill, I cannot admit the eaſe to be ſuffici- 
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ently probable to juſtify the paſſing the bill, or very likely to influ. 
ence the moral conduct of a woman divorced from her huſband, and 
prohibited marrying with her ſeducer. Women have certainly been 
frequently encouraged not to deſpair of marriage, notwithſtanding 
any defeQs in their perſon : | 

There ſwims no gooſe ſo grey but ſoon or late 

c She finds ſome honeſt gander for her mate.“ 


But how far ſuch expeQations could rationally be indulged under 


the diſadvantage of defects in their reputation, is a matter of much 
greater doubt; and I ſhould apprehend, that but few matrimonial 


ſpeculators would be found to reſtore a lady under ſuch circumſtances 
to the duties and comforts of matrimony. I muſt, therefore, not- 
ſtanding this expedient, continue to confider the marriage of the 
woman as abſolutely precluded, though not poſiti veiy prohibited by 
this bill ; and that ſhe is therefore reduced either to a more general 
practice of diſſipation and vice, or to take refuge in the arms of her 
ſeducer, if he retains ſuch a ſenſe of honour as to feel it incumbent 
upon him to afford refuge to the perſon driven, by his act, from the 
proteRion of her family, from the ſociety of her friends, and de- 
prived of the notice and eſtimation of her whole circle of ac- 
quaintance. 

Here the alternative is again combated, and I am told that il 
another patch remains for her to follow —retirement, ſolitude, moral 
meditation, and religious repentance, at a diſtance from the ſociety 
which ſhe has offended, and from the friends and relations whom 
ſhe has ſacrificed. To this alſo, abſtractedly, I have nothing to 
object; but your Lordſhips, in legiſlating for ſociety, muſt eonſi- 
der the nature of the individuals who compoſe that ſociety, and will 
feel yourſelves bound to enaQ laws upon views that can be expected 
practically to operate. Upon this ground I will aſk your Lordſhips, 
whether this path is one likely to be followed by any young woman 
of lively diſpoſition, ſtrong paſſions, habits of diſſipation, and love 
of pleaſure (and ſuch, for the moſt part, are thoſe who are the ob- 
jeAs of this bill)? Can your Lordſhips expect from ſuch perſons 
ſtrength of mind to undertake, or perſeverance to profit by ſuch 4 
ſcheme of reformation ? Is it not almoſt certain that a perſon of 
the deſcription I have ſtated will rather fly to her old habits of diſſi- 


| Pation to diſpel the gloom of ſorrow, and the ſtings of remorſe, than 


look ſor conſolation in abſtraction; and that ſhe will rather take 
refuge in the thoughtleſſneſs of vice, from the momentary pangs of 
ſolitary ſhame, than with a vigorous and ſteady mind look forward 
to more diſtant and more ſubſtantial happineſs through perſevering 
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humiliation and ſelf ſupported repentance ? I cannot ſpeculate on 
ſuch ſublime exertions from ſo light a character, and muſt there- 
fore, in my contemplation of the ſubject, conſider the alternative as 
[ have ſtated it. The bill, upon this view of the ſubjeR, directly 
counteraQts its own profeſſed purpoſe, and will produce the promo- 
tion of that which it profeſſes to prevent. There is a well known 
ſtory of the reply of a Judge to a criminal complaining of the great 
diſproportion between the crime he had committed and the puniſh- 
ment that was about to be inflicted upon him, for ſtealing a horſe; 
that he was not condemned to be hanged for ſtealing an horſe, 
but that horſes might not be ſtolen.” Although the effed here pro- 
poſed, of preventing, horſe-ſtealing, has not been generally- produced, 
the future perpetration of the crime, as far at leaſt as the indivi- 
dual criminal 1s concerned, will be prevented ; but the bill of pre- 
vention now under your Lordſhips' conſideration will have a diame- 
trically oppoſite effect, and will tend to perpetuate the commiſſion 
of the crime by the perſon who is the object of its proviſions. The 
beſt that can be hoped for the ſake of public morals is, that the 
practice of the crime will at leaſt be confined to the original ſe- 
ducer ; the real and heavy penalty will fall upon the children: 
they will be the ſuffering victims of the law, and have reaſon to 
eurſe the proviſions by which they are cut off from all rank in the 
body of ſubordinate ſociety ; nullius fili: debarred all right in 
cuſtomary claims by inheritance, holding no name but by conceſſion, 
ro relationſhip but by courteſy, no property but by donation : 
theſe, my Lords, are the certain penalties inflicted on the unoffend- 
ing children, by the precarious project of reformation attempted by 
this bill. | 
Much has been earneſtly and pathetically urged on the impor- 
tance of guarding the morals of the riſing generation, by preventing 
the daughters from looking with indulgence on the crimes of their 
0 WM mother, in conſequence of ſeeing her placed in a ſituation of ſome 
C degree of reſpect as the wife of her ſeducer. I will aſk your Lord- 
5 ſhips whether the danger of injuring the morals of the riſing genera- 
ton would not be much greater from the ſituation in which this 
* bill is likely to place the woman divorced for adultery; and I 
vill take ſucceſſively all the relations under which her children can 
te conſidered. 
ke Firſt, as the offspring of the injured huſband : if the conduct of 
oF the mother be decent and reſerved, ſhe will become an object of 
4 vmpaſſion and intereſt to her children, rather than of contempt and 
| wguſt'; and her conduct will intereſt ſuch feelings even the more 
n proportion as the rigour of the law has degraded her from that 


„ VVV K 


9 TER 


f 


i 
+48 
. 


rr 7 * 
2 — r 2 


— 3 4. 2 2 Nn om” 1 4 as _ . = . 
— . — 


—— ub nee ts <a AD —— 


624 PARLIAMENTARY 


rank in moral eſtimation which marriage might have given; and 
may teach them to conſider her offence in the light of an error, ra. 
ther than of a crime, and the penalty of her ſituation as too ſevere a 
puniſhment. If, my Lords, on the other hand, the prohibition of 
marriage ſhall have been followed by the deſertion of the ſeducer, 
and conſequent miſconduct of the woman, the character of the mo- 
ther will inevitably (however unjuſtly) operate to the diſadvantage 
of the daughters, and perhaps deter many diſereet and cautious men 
from ſeeking them in marriage. 

Take, my Lords, next, the fituation of the daughters of the wo. 
man, born after her divorce : on them the infliction will fall with 
peculiar weight. Baſtardy is of little comparative conſequence to the 
male children; they may obtain rank by their profeſſions, and 
their conſideration in the world will depend upon the exertions of 
their minds, and the character of their conduct; but the daughters 
have to ſtruggle with every diſadvantage from their rank in life. 

With reſpe& to the important conſideration, on which ſo much 
has been ſaid, of the influence on their morals from early impreſ- 
ſion, the moſt zealous ſupporter of the bill muſt feel the almoſt in- 
calculable difference between the example of a mother living with 
the name and in the ſtate of an adultreſs, and of a wife feeling by 
herſelf, and fearing for her child, all the incurable evils of a devia- 
tion from chaſtity, and therefore the more rigidly performing, and 
the more carneſtly inculcating, a ſtrict adherence to propriety of 
conduct, and an exalted ſenſe of the value and importance of virtue. 

I come now, my Lords, to an obſervation which has been re- 
peated with great earneſtneſs, and much relied upon by almoſt all 
thoſe who have ſpoken in ſupport of the bill; it has been made in 
anſwer to the objection Rated to the bill, as bearing with peculiar 
ſeverity on the leſs culpable party, by inflicting a laſting diſgrace, an 
heavy and unceaſing puniſhment on the woman, whilſt it leaves the 
ſeducer in poſſeſſion of his rank in ſociety, and at liberty to pradiile 
his arts upon ſome other victim of his profligacy. The obſerva- 
tion which has been made in anſwer to this objeQion is, that in 
fact no puniſhment'is infliged upon the woman, but that ſhe is 
merely left in the fituation into which ſhe has brought herſelf. My 
Lords, it is not eaſy for me to expreſs the aſtoniſhment with which 
I have heard this remark made, and repeated with that fort of mild 
complaceney and confident tone with which plain axioms and eſta- 
bliſhed-principles may be brought to the recollection of diſputants 
deviating from them. Is it then to this aſſembly, is it in thus 
country, is it to the profeſſors of a religion by which we arc taught 
that the death of a ſinner is not deſired, but rather that he ſhould 
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turn from his wickedneſs and live, that ſuch an obſervation can be 


urged as concluſive, or even as admiſſible? What, my Lords, is 
the ſituation to which theſe unhappy women have brought them- 
ſelves? What is this ſituation, in which we are required to be con- 
tented to leave them? A ſtate of degradation and fin! Is it con- 
ſiſtent with the principles of law, is it conſonant to the dictates of 


humanity, is it allowed by the precepts of religion, to leave the vie- 


tims of errors, or even the ſuffering criminals, in the ſituation in 
which they have placed themſelves, withholding the means which 
might operate to retrieve them from deſpair, and reſtore them to 
WW virtue? I will not believe that ſuch can be the feeling, the opinion, 
or conduct of the m2jority of your Lordſhips. | a 
Much has been ſaid upon the neeeſſity of this bill as reſulting 
from the preſent ſtate of ſociety in this country, and the progreſſive 
corruption of morals which is inferred from the number of Di- 
vorce bills which have been brought into Parliament within the 
period of his preſent Majeſty's reign. However diſpoſed I may be 
d reſtrain and check the practice of a ctime ſo injurious to the hap- 
1- WW pineſs of families, and to the general morals of ſociety, I am not 
h WW prepared to admit that the evil is inereaſing: on the contrary, I 
believe that, in point of general morality, ſociety is in a better ſtate 
than it has formerly been in this country ; ſure I am that it is in 
a better ſtate than it is in the countries where divorces are impoſſible. 
The increaſed number of Divorce bills appears to me to lead more 
naturally to a concluſion, that a greatet degree of vigilance on the 
part of huſbands, and a more nice jealouſy of the conduct of their 
wives, prevail at this time than in former periods. 
Compare the general feelings of ſociety in this and in foreign 
countries upon this ſubject, and you will find the miſconduR of a 
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an WF vife a matter here of obſervation and of general diſcuſſion ; that 
the WF domeſtic happineſs paſſes unobſerved, as a thing in the ordinary 
Ale WW courſe of manners; and that there is no character ſo much an ob- 
*: ¶ ed of general contempt, as an huſband who careleſsly overlooks, or 
t in baſely connives at his wite's irregular or vicious behaviour, becauſe - 
ne uke thereby becomes the willing partner of the diſhonour from 
My WW which he might be delivered, and a convenient veil.to the vice of 
hich one, whom every feeling of honour and delicacy, every ſenſe of his 
mild duty to his family and to poſterity, ſhould urge him to caſt from his 
* boſom, and ſeparate from his name; a relief which the wiſe and 
tanks 


benevolent practice of the Legiſlature of this country has hitherto 
anRioned and adminiſtered. In foreign countries, where divorces 
ae impoſſible and marriage is indifloluble, the reverſe in every in- 


e occurs ; an happy marriage (according to our ideas of the 
Vor. XI. "= 
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ſtate) is a matter of ſome ſurpriſe, as well as praiſe ; it is a pretty 
romantic occurrence for diſcuſſion : whilſt the difference of conduQ 
creates no ſchiſm in ſociety, and the virtuous wife lives without 
ſeruple or ſcandal in the ſociety of the lady who has an attachment, 
A huſband, on the other hand, who ſhould be anxiouſly vigilant, or 
importunately jealous, would be an object of general ridicule ; he 
would be repreſented as un homme intraitable, a boor, unfit for (6. 
ciety, and unaccuſtomed to the manners of the world 


 Rufticus eſt nimium, quem lædit adultera conjux 
Et notos mores, non ſatis urbis habet. 


The character, however, is one that ſeldom occurs. The maxim, 
that ** things without remedy ſhould be without regard,” is pretty 
generally adopted; they uſually avail themſelves of the convenience 
of a joint eſtabliſhment, and conſole themſelves elſewhere for the 
circumſtance of divided affeQions. Do I therefore, my Lords, at- 
tribute this difference of feeling, on fo delicate a ſubject, to any di. 


' Parity between the general ſentiments of honour and propriety in 
other countries and in this? By no means; for on other occaſions as 


high and ſcrupulous a ſenſe of propriety is entertained by foreigner 


- as by ourſelves. I attribute it to the advantages arifing from the 
power of Parliament to grant a divorce in certain caſes ; and there- 
fore, my Lords, I draw this inference from it, that the calculation of 
>the number of divorces is not of itſeif a proof of deterioration of 
»- morals ; far it till remains to be proved, that adultery is more fre- 
quent, and public manners more depraved, ſince the increaſe of Par- 
 -liamentary divorces has taken place. The reverſe of this conclu- 
- fion, I believe, will be found to be the fact. 


My Lords, there is another part of. the ſubject involving in it 
Conſiderations of comprehenſive importance. A Right Reverend 
Prelate has aſſerted, that a woman divorced 4 vinculo matrimonii, 
commits adultery, let her marry whomſoever ſhe will, whether her 
ſeducer or any other man. My Lords, if this doctrine be true, 
more is at ſtake than is comprehended in the proſpective proviſions 
of the preſent bill. I have even heard a doubt whiſpercd of the 
validity of marriages contrafted by women under ſuch circumſtances, 
and of the ſecurity of inheritances deriving through them. N 
Lords, this is a queſtion of too ſerious magnitude to be ſolemnly 


averred, and then ſuffered to reſt in doubt and uncertainty. I trol 


and believe that the doArine is erroneous : at all events the queſtion 
muſt be conſidered, and the evils averted, if indeed they are impend- 
ing. I ſhould not venture to diſcuſs a queſtion comprehending in 


| it ſo much of canon law, and of the law of God, with a perſon 
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of the learning, weight, and authority of the Right Reverend Pre- "8: 

i WW late, if I did not feel myſelf ſupported by great and powerful au- Wi 

t thorities on the other fide. I have not only the incidental and ; * 

„implied authority of another Right Reverend Prelate, who recom- | 9 

I mends a marriage with a third perſon, but I have the poſitive and | 
expreſs determination of the point by the great author and martyr of 

* the re formed church of England, aſſiſted by the Biſhops of Durham 
and Rocheſter of that day, and by the moſt learned Divines and 
Civilians of a period when the true doctrines of the Goſpel and the 
right interpretation of the Scriptures were matters of the earneſt and 

, © vyremitring attention of pious and learned men. The decifion of 

7 this delicate point, by the perſons I have mentioned, is expreſsly de- 

» MW clarcd by them to be confirmed and pronounced by the law of God; 

ehe ground and object of that deciſion, as far as it bears upon the 

„ MW proviſions of this bill, I conceive never to have been done away by 

a any ſubſequent-decifion or praQtice in caſes of divorce. 

* By the ancient canons of the Church of Rome, as your Lordſhips 

1 know, marriage was deemed a ſacrament, and could not be diſſolved 

except by ſome canonical cauſe of impediment exiſting before the 

i marriage, ſuch as conſanguinity, &c. At the period of the Refor- 

Re mation in this country a different doctrine was held upon the ſub- 

je, after the moſt laborious inveſtigation of the matter; in the 

(FW courſe of which Cranmer himſelf” ſearched into the opinions of the 

8 Fathers and Doctors ſo copiouſly, that his collections upon the queſ- 

_ tion grew (as Biſhop, Burnet ſtates) into a large volume. The 

* caſe which gave riſe to this inveſtigation is curious, and applies, in 
my apprehenſion, eſſentially to the point on which J have folicited 

pour Lordſhips' attention. The Marquis of Northampton having 

deen divorced from the Lady Anne Bouchier, his firſt wife, ot adul- 

- tery, a commiſſion was appointed at the beginning of King Ed- 

1 ward the Sixth's reign, at the head of ' which' ArchbiſhopsCranmer 

; was placed, to try whether the Lady Anne was not, by the word of 

0s God, fo lawfully divorced thas ſhe was no more his wife zuand 

he whether, thereupon, he might not marry another. The patience 


— = 8 


s, and perſeverance of the Archbiſhop in the examination of authori- 
ſ ties, and in the compoſition of his large volume on the ſubject, ſo far 
ly excceded the patience of the Marquis of Northampton in waiting 
iſ for a wife, that he ſolemnly marricd the daughter of Brooke Lord 
* Cobham before judgment was given upon the legality of ſuch- mar- 
& riage. He was, however, ſeparated from his new wife till the de- 
in eiſion of the delegates ſhould be given. Biſhop Burnet then adds 
on a copious extract of the opinions of the Fathers, with which I will 


not trouble "= Lordſhips. | In concluſion, the whole was divided 
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into eight queries, which were put to ſome learned men: who they 
were does not appear; but I venture to believe, that no names could 
add to the weight and authority they derive from the Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury and his learned coadjutors having (after all their own 
laborious inveſtigation) formed their deciſion of the caſe upon the 
anſwers which they delivered to theſe queries. 

Upon the firſt queſtions they determined that the act of adultery 
conſtitutes an actual diſſolution of the marriage bond; and decided 
againſt the legality of a ſeparation d menſa et thoro. The ſixth is 
the queſtion which particularly applies to the object of this bill, and 
it is ſtated and anſwered as follows : 6. An cliam uxor, repudiata prop- 
ter adulterium, alteri poterit nulere? Ad ſextam reſpondemus z Quad 
repudiata propter adulterium, quia uxor repudiantis defut eſſe, ob idgue 
libera eft ficut aliæ omnes poſt obitum virorum- pelſunt aliis nutere ; 
Equo jure juxta illud Pauli, ft non contineant, cantrahant matrimonium, 
Upon theſe anſwers to the queries the marriage of the Marquis of 
Northampton was declared valid. He was, however, adviſed, four 


[Loxps, 


years after, to have an Act of Parliament to confirm his marriage; 
which Ac was repealed in the popiſh reign of Queen Mary. 


The deciſion on the Marquis of Northampton's caſe eſtabliſhed 
a precedent, which continued to be conſidered as law till the laſt 
year of the reign of Queen Elizabeth, when the caſe of Foljambe 
(upon the validity of his marriage to a ſecond wife, after his divorce 
from the firſt for adultery) came to be tried in the Court of Star 
Chamber, where the Temporal Judges declared the ſecond marriage 
null, becauſe it was only a divorce à menſd et tharo, and becauſe 
Atchbiſhop Whitgift affirmed, that ſeveral grave Divines and Civi- 
lians, whom he had aſſembled at Lambcth to e. that point, 
did all agree that the marriage was void. 

My Lords, I am not much diſpoſed to quarrel with this deciſion, 
which has ſince guided the conſſant practice of the Eccleſiaſtical 
Courts, and is indeed confiftent with the canon law as it now ſtands ; 
but I muſt juſt detain your Lordthips a few moments on this point 
to obſerve, that this deciſion was made upon the ground of the old 
canon law, which was to have been altered by the thirty.two Com- 
miſſioners appointed by the Act of Henry the Eighth to reform the 
Canons of the Church of Rome ; and which, by the laſt clauſe of 


that Act, were proviſionally eſtabliſhed until ic ſhould be otherwiſe 
ordered and determined by the two and thirty Commiſſioners. 


This canon law of the Church of Rome never having been re- 
formed, continues to this day to be the law of our Eccleſiaſtical 
Courts; the Reformatia Legum, compoſed by Cranmer, and ſome 
af the moſt learned men of his time, having been caſt aſide and 
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forgotten, on the acceſſion of Mary and ſubſequent murder of 
Cranmer. 

I am, my Lords, no friend to the ſpirit of heavy penalties, | in 
which the Reformatio Legum was compoſed ; it may ſuit the ideas 
of thoſe who think that by one deviation from the ſtrict rules of 
morality, that for one infringement of the divine law, a man forfeits 
every ſenſe of virtue, and every claim to the attributes of honour : 
thoſe who entertain ſuch notions, I ſay, may think that the crimes 
ſet forth in the Reformatio Legum ſhould, as it is there propoſed, be 
puniſhed either by perpetual impriſunment or baniſhment for life; 
but I, who think there are giadations in guilt, cannot admit that, 
even for the crime of adultery, a man ſhould forfeit, during life, the 
enjoyment of his liberty, or be proſcribed from the limits of his 
country, and cut off from the proteQion of her laws. Yet while I 
deprecate the penal ſeverity of the Reformatio Legum, I reſpect the 
| wiſdom of its reaſoning ; and particularly that part of it which ac- 
| companies the propoſed abolition of the diyorce d menſa et thoro, 
| becauſe, in a few concluſive words, it ſhows that ſpecies of ſepara- 
tion to be dangerous to morality, and contrary to the laws of reaſon 
and of God; and I will tate the expreſſions to your Lordſhips in 
the words of the Reformatio Legum : Menſe ſocietas et thori ſolebat 
in certis criminibus adimi conjugibus, ſalvo tamen inter illos religus 
matrimonti jure. Quæ conſtitutio, cum d ſacris literis aliena it, et 
maximam perverſitatem habeat, et malorum ſentinam in rinnen 
comportaverit ;, illud authoritate noftra totum aboleri placet. This, 
my Lords, would, in my apprehenſion, be a ſufficient ground for 
granting, in all caſes, a divorce d vinculs matrimonit, where a pre- 
n vious divorce 4 menſd et thoro had been obtained ; and would ſtrongly 

diſpoſe me to give my aſſent to a meaſure which has been hinted at, 
of leaving the final and total diſſolution of the marriage bond to the | 
1 juriſdicſion of the Eccleſiaſtical Court. 


* 10 0 — 


; To return, my Lords, to the caſe of Foljambe, I contend that it 
t has no bearing whatever on the ſubject of debate on this day, inaſ- 
] much as it contains ſimply a decifion on the nature of a divorce 4 
. nenſd et ſhoro under the Romiſh canon law; which your Lordſhips 
- well know, upon the principle of marriage being a ſacrament, neither 
f did nor could go beyond ſuch a ſeparation. Neither does this de- 
e eiſion, nor the adminiſtration of the Romiſh canon law, till in 
ö force in our Eccleſiaſtical Courts, in any degree invalidate the opi- 
- nions given in the caſe of the Marquis of Northampton; thoſe opi- 
I} ions being expreſsly grounded on the interpretation of the law of 
e God by thoſe learned men, and not upon any conſtruction of the 


anon law, which formed no part of the ground of their opinion, 
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any more than it becomes a guide to your Lordſhips in paſſing an 
act for a divorce of the parties d vincul matrimanii. And let me 
here preſs upon your Lordſhips' attention, that the prohibition to 


marry (or voidance of the marriage, which is the ſame in ſubſtance) 


in the caſe of Foljambe, did not attach upon the guilty party, but 
upon the injured huſband ; fo in the ſentence of divorce in the Ec. 
eleſiaſtieal Court, the bond taken not to contract marriage is equally 
obligatory on the injured as on the guilty party. It is not therefore 


from the canon law as it exiſts, or from the deciſions which have 
taken place under it, that we can decide the nature and juſtice of the 


proviſion propoſed to your Lordſhips in the bill upon your table; 
for the queſtion does not lie in the nature of the divorce, but in the 


- fituation in which the parties are placed after the divorce 4 wvrncu! 


maſrimonii, and how far, in law or juſtice, the releaſe ſhould be ex- 
tended to both parties, or limited to one only: and this point, my 
Lords, muſt be decided by the law of God; to the diſeuſſion of 
which I pledged myſelf to your Lordſhips on a former day. 

And here, my Lords, allow me to ſay, that, as a Proteſtant of 
the Church of England, I feel no apology due for entertaining an 
opinion of my own upon the conſtruQion of a text of Scripture: 
had I any doubt upon my mind, I ſhould receive the expoſition of 
the right reverend Prelate oppoſite to me with the reſpect and cont. 
dence which is due to his great abilities and extenſive learning ; but 
having formed my opinion upon attentive conſideration of the ſub- 
jeR, and conceiving myſelf ſupported by the authority of the learned 
referees of Archbiſhop Cranmer, I have no ſcruple of broad]y ſtating 
to your Lordſhips, that I conceive the law of God diſtinctly to allow 
the marriage of both parties, upon a divorce for adultery. 

My Lords, the law on this ſubject is promulgated in the ſermon 
on the Mount, and in the 19th chapter of Matthew, verſe 9. In 
the firſt it is faid, that whoſoever ſhall put away his wife, ſav- 
ing for the cauſe of fornication, cauſeth her to commit adultery; and 


whoſoever ſhall marry her that is divorced, committeth adultery.” | 


would here aſk your Lordſhips, what conſtruction is to be put upon 
the expreſſion, that he who puttcth his wife away cauſeth her te 
commit adultery ? The merely putting away, his wife, would not, 
in any caſe, neceſſarily cauſe her to commit adultery, unleſs that 
putting away left her at liberty to marry another, man; and it 
the expreſſion in the text be ſo underſtood, there is no difficulty 0 


- ambiguiiy in the interpretation of the whole: whoſoever putteth 
2. his wife away for fornication, putteth her away upon a juſt ground of 
 divaxeey and therefore does not cauſe her to commit adultery if ſhe 


marries again; but it he putteth her away for any other cauſe, ſau- 
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ing that of fornication, he putteth her away upon grounds that do 
not juſtify divorce, and eauſeth her to commit adultery, by induci 
her to marry another, when ſhe could not be lawfully ſeparated from 
him. In the 19th chapter of Matthew this doctrine is more fully 
laid down ; for, being preſſed by the queſtions of the Phariſees, our 
Saviour enters into a more detailed explanation. Being aſked whe- 
ther it were lawful for a man to put away his wife for every cauſe, 
he explains the near connection of man and wife, and that thoſe 
whom God has joined no man ſhall put aſunder—** How comes it 
then,” ſay the Phariſees, ** that Mofes commanded a writing of 
divorcement ?” to which it is anſwered, that Moſes, on account of 
the hardneſs of their hearts, ſuffered them to put away their wives, 
and that it was not ſo from the beginning: And J ſay unto you, 
Whoſoever ſhall put away his wife, except it be for fornication, and 
ſhall marry another, committeth adultery : and whoſo marrieth her 
who is put away doth commit adultery.” Here the law attaches 
upon both parties, and they equally fin if they ſeparate and marry 
after, without the exception provided: and if the exception operates 


in exculpation of one party, on what ground of reaſoning can it be 


withdrawn from the other ? 


Taking this text with that which I before quoted, the ĩuterpre- 
tation appears to me to be fixed beyond diſpute. Put a ſimilar 
caſe of an human law, and let us ſee what the conclufion 'muſt of 
neceſſity be. _ Suppoſe a law ſhould declare, that whoſoever ſhall 
take goods from a ſhop, except he pay for them, cemmitteth a felony, 
and whoſo receiveth the goods that are taken committeth felony : 
Would my noble and learned friend upon the woolſack be diſpoſed 


to give a charge upon ſuch a law to thoſe who have been called the 


Unlearned Lords, as a Jury, direQing them to acquit the taker of 


the goods, becauſe he had complied with the exception which excul- 


pated him; but at all events to find the receiver guilty, becauſe the 


exception did not apply to him? And yet the violence of conſtrucs : 


tion is not greater in the one caſe than in the other. 

But if I am miſtaken in my conception of the law of God as I 
have ſtated it, ſure I am that no diſtinction is any-where made in 
the Scriptures between the ſeducer of the woman and any other man, 
and in either caſe the proviſion of the bill upon your table is defec- 
tive—either it exceeds the limits of the law of God, or it falls 
ſhort of them; either it prohibits what that law permits, or it per- 
mits what that law prohibits: and this dilemma induces me to ſup- 
poſe that the right reverend Prelate has not afforded the ſubjeQ his 
full attention; for I give him too ſincere credit for all the ſeelings 
which belong to him, to ſuppoſe that he would compromiſe the law 
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of God to gratify ind coneiliate any human legiflator. And if the 

interpretation of the text bears out the right reverend Prelate in his 
declaration of adultery in the woman divorced, whoſoever ſhe might 
marry; it was in that caſe incumbent upon that right reverend Pre. 
late to have moved an amendment in the Committee, to prevent the 
marriage of the adukreſs with any perſon whatſoever. I am how. 
ever not diſpoſed to reproach the right reverend Prelate with any 
neglect or- omiſſion on this ſubject. I am ſatisfied that ſuch an 
amendment would only have removed the proviſions of the bill ſtill 
further from the plain and obvious interpretation of the goſpel. 

My Lords, the principles of juſtice are uniform, clear, and fimple: 
diſguiſe them by ſophiſtry, or pervert them by refinement, and mark 
what inconfiſtencies will follow: The clauſe to which I object vio- 
lates an eſtabliſhed maxim in juriſprudence,- * That where no 
mutual relation exiſts, no duty can attach;” for it propoſes to diſ- 
folve the bond of matrimony on one part to all intents and purpoſes, 
as if no ſuch marriage had ever taken place; fixing at the ſame 
time one link of the chain upon the other party, even beyond the 
uſual duration of duties, for death will not releaſe her from this 
partial and prohibitory tie. | 

But'we are told, my Lords, that the marriage of the woman never 
was in the contemplation of the Legiſlature, becauſe it is not ex- 
preſsly provided in the Act of Divorce. My Lords, to this I 
anſwer, that the Act is framed in the terms of the petitioner's prayer, 
and that ic would be a degree of liberality that would favour ſome- 
what of colluſion if the petitioner were to join the offending party 
with himſelf in this application for relief. I ſay further, that the 
liberty is implied by the terms in which the diſſolution is expreſſed 
in the Act; and that this interpretation is confirmed by the conſtant 
and unqueſtioned practice of the parties. Let me then aſk your 
Lordſhips, upon what principle of juſtice, upon what ſanQion of 
experience, upon what ground of reaſon, we are now called upon to 
place a man in the ſituation of having at once a wife and an half, 
maintaining with the whole wife all the reciprocal duties and mu- 
tual claims of affection and ſupport which belong to matrimony, 
and receiving at the ſame time from the half wife the ſolitary duty, 
not of perſonal fidelity, but of matrimonial reſtriction, without ow- 
ing her any return of protection, or maintaining with her any com- 
mon ties of intercourſe, intereſt, or affeQion : Where, my Lords, 
is this woman, this half-ſhackled wife, to ſeek the comforts of ſo- 
ciety, or the ſupport of affeQion, to promote in her the ſeeds of re- 


turning virtue? Not from the virtuous part of ſociety, for ſhe is 


an outcaſt from it ; not with her own family, for we are told that 
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her reception there would be a bad example to her ſiſters, if ſhe has 
any, or, ſhould ſhe have none, to the daughters of other families, 
which your Lordſhips are called upon as fathers to conſider on ge- 
neral principles ; not in the name and duties of wife, which prac- 
tically has been found to produce reformation, muſt ſhe ſeek refuge. 
My Lords, to none of theſe muſt ſhe fly, but {if ſhe has not reſo- 
lution for abſolute ſecluſion) ſhe mult, under this bill for the more 
effectual prevention of adultery, live in a ſtate of continued adultery 
with her ſeducer, and fall into a more debaſed and vicious ſtate, by 
mixing with ſuch ſociety as may be diſpoſed to receive a woman 
under ſuch circumſtances of degradation and diſgrace. 

And now, my Lords, a few words upon that part of the bill to 
which I ſhould gladly have given my poor ſupport, had not its ſuc- 
ceeding clauſe, * like a mildewed ear blaſting its wholeſome bro- 
ther,” rendered the bill altogether inadmiſſible. My Lords, I am 
ſo unfortunate as not to agree with the Right Reverend Prelate in 
the part which he has ſelected to defend; even in that elauſe, the 


object of which, upon the whole, I approve. I mean that part of 


it which has been objected to as giving a power of inflicting a double 
puniſhment for the ſame crime, by not taking away from the huſband 
his action of damages when it makes the adulterer liable to indict- 
ment, and which has been defended by the Right Reverend P:clate 
as only affording an option of ſuch mode of proſecution as the of- 
tended party may prefer, and which election he will be called upen 
by the Attorney General to make. Now, my Lords, my objection 
to this part of the clauſe is, that it does neither the one nor the other, 
though it profeſſes to do both: I think it always a ground of ſerious 
objection to the proviſions of any law, when they do not plain!y 
profeſs what they virtually enforce ; and in the way the clauſe in 
queſtion muſt operate, I had rather it ſhould either have cxpretsly 
declared that no obſtacle ſhould be oppoſed to the double proceed- 
ing, or that the action for damages ſhould have been fpecitcally 
taken away, though that in fact would inflict a certain degree of 
penalty on the injured party on whom the whole expence of legal 
proceſs and of the act of divorce would fall, which elſe might have 
been paid out of the compenſation in damages. 

But, my Lords, it is a mockery, as the bill now ſtands, to ſav 
that the injured party has any real option; it is a nominel option, 
in the nature of what is vulgarly called H/fon's choice ; for the 
Attorney General indeed ſays, Here are two ways of prevccding, 
make your election; but, favs the act of Parliament, If you do not? 
fix upon the mode by /indictvent, you ſhall not have” vt Fill of 
Clvorce ; and the option! beige thus viriutlly-Rixcl; kite aon 
Vor. XI. | 4 M 
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plainly declare that criminal proceſs ſhall alone be reſorted to in 
caſes of adultery. 

And now, my Lords, having gone through the arguments which 
have been brought by the two noble Lords in ſupport of the bill, ] 
come to the concluding admonition, by which your Lordſhips have 
been urged to its adoption, and warned againſt the dangers of its 
rejection If {it is ſaid) this bill ſhould be rejected after having 
been brought forward and diſcuſſed by your Lordſhips, the ſtate of 
public morals will not be left as they were found at the introduction 
of the bill into the Houſe : vice will be encouraged ; and the pub- 
lic will receive an impreſſion that your Lordſhips think lightly of 
the crime, and are not diſpoſed to diſcountenance or correct it : my 
Lords, I for one, do not ſee thoſe dangers, or apprehend thoſe con- 
ſequences from your rejection of this bill. The unanimous opi- 
nion of your Lordſhips upon the deteſtable nature of the crime, has 
been ſtrongly and repeatedly expreſſed in the courſe of the frequent 
diſcuſſions which this ſubject has undergone. But if ſuch ill effeds 
be indeed likely to ariſe from the rejection of the bill as have been 
ſuggeſted, it would have well become thoſe who brought it forward 
to have conſidered the danger before they ſtirred the queſtion. Upen 
them, and not upon the oppoſers of the bill, muſt the reſponſibility 
of the ill effects of its rejection fall. If your Lordſhips were to be 
influenced by ſuch repreſentations, there would not only be an end 
of the freedom of diſcuſſion, but of free agency, in this Houſe, upon 
delicate ſubjects. My Lords, I have already ſtated that I do not 
apprehend the evil conſequences which are repreſented as likely to 
enſue from the rejection of the bill, but ſure I am, at all events, that 
they never can equal thoſe which I dread from its being paſſed into 
a law; to which, my Lords, I give my moſt hearty difſent, becauſe 
the bill appears to me calculated to promote the crime which it pro- 
feſſes to repreſs ; and becauſe I think it at once adverſe to the In- 
tereſts of morality, contrary to ſound policy, and at variance will 
the law of God. 

The BISHOP of LONDON highly approved of the preſent 
bill ; the only objection he had to it was, that it did not go far 
enough the clauſe on which it had been ſo keenly oppoſed he 
thought perfectly fair, equitable, and politic. If the adulterer were 
not to be puniſhed, then indeed the bill would be unequal, and the 
leaſt culpable party would bear all the puniſhment of their mutual 
guilt, That it was right to prevent the marriage of the ſeduce! 
with the unh«ppy object he had ſeduced, there could not be a doubt, 
In this there was no cruclty diſplayed to the unfortunate female 
who was only left to the natural conſequences of her guilt. At 
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preſent ſhe received a reward for her miſconduQ ; ſhe got quit of 
2 huſband whom ſhe diſliked, and became the wife of the man 
f whom ſhe adored. It was a fundamental principle of morality 
and juſtice, that no one ſhould profit by his own crimes ; and it was 
upon this principle that the preſent bill was framed. The filent 
hope of being able to marry the man who attempts her virtue, 
though no expreſs contract ſhould be made, muſt have a powerful 
f tendency to weaken her principles, and to make her fall a more eaſy 
. prey to her betrayer. The laws wich regard to the deteſtable and 
Y ruinous crime of adultery, were at preſent extremely inadequate to 
; check it, and ſome new regulation was abſolutely neceſſary. His Lord- 
; ſhip deprecated all ſentiments of an irrational humanity and tender- 
neſs fur the offender on ſuch occaſions : were ſentiments ſuch as 
theſe to be entertained, no judge, fitting on a criminal, could ſen- 
tence him to death for the commiſſion of his crimes, without being 
ch-cked by ſentiments of pity that would naturally ariſe on ſuch a 
a, trial ; the wretched condition of the criminal, the condition of his 
vie and children, who may be innocent, and who yet muſt ſuffer 
ſeverely, would be ſufficient to awaken ſuch emotions, and ſtand as 
an impediment to juſtice, This was an ill-judged humanity ; 
and, in the caſe of the bill now before them, it was better to admit 
a certain portion of ſeverity againſt the offending party, by withdraw- 
ing from her hopes the object of her wiſhes, her ſeducer, than ſuffer 
her, by his'ſuggeſtions, to become inſtrumental to the corruption of 
her offspring and her family, and conſequently of ſocicty. The whole 
nation was now looking up to the deciſion of their Lordſhips, and if 
they ſhould precipitately reject the preſent bill, the moſt unfortunate 
conſequences would enſue. | 
Lord HOBART followed on the ſame ſide. He highly ap- 
5 proved of the conduct of his noble friend, who had the merit of in- 
in. voduecing the bill, and it ſhould have his moſt hearty ſupport. 
oh Lord GRENVILLE ſaid, that they were not now to diſcuſs 
the merits of the bill, but to conſider whether it ſhould be printed. 
* He would trouble their Lordſhips with a few obſervations, to ſhew 
2 that the bill was an excellent one, and that, however much to be 
be ondemned, it was improper and indecent now to reject it. It 
cr: Vould appear from the ſpeeches of ſome noble Lords, that there was 
he init ſomething ſo very reprehenſible, monſtrous, and contrary to all 
* juſtice and poliey, that it ought not to be entertained for one mo- 
. ment by the Houſe. He allowed that there were propoſitions ſo | 
ub. very deſtructive of the principles of religion and morality, that they 
ale, ould be inſtantly rejected, to ſhew a proper abhorrence and indig- 
zt tion at the conduct of thoſe who had the audacity to propoſe them. 
4M 2 | 
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But was there any thing of that nature in the preſent bill ? A for- 
mer one, upon which this was a very great improvement, had paſſed 
ſeveral ſtages through the Houſe, and h1d been approved of by a very 
large majority of their Lordſhips. Was not the conduct of theſe 
noble Lords ſeverely and indecoroufly cenſured by this rancorous 
oppoſition? All had declared that the crime of adultery was be- 
coming daily more frequent, and that ſome meaſure was loudly 
called for to put a ſtop to it. It was not then the title nor pream- 
ble of the bill which gave ſuch offence. By moſt, the firſt clauſes 
of the bill had been approved ; by one noble Lord, who ſpoke on 
the othcr ſide, they had been called juſt, politic, and humane, 


Should then the uniform practice of the Houfe be broke in upon, 


and the bill be thus prematurely caſt out, becauſe fome of the pro- 
viſions of the latter part of it ſeemed inexpedient? Theſe very 
elauſes had been before reccived, printed, and approved of by the 
Houſe. Surely ſome reſpect was due to the large majority who had 
approved of them, and the ſtigma ſhould not be caſt upon thoſe 
noble Lords of having been guilty of folly, ſtupidity, and injuſtice, 
It was allowed by all, that the law could not be permitted to re- 
main as it is without ruin to the morals and happineſs of the com- 
munity. They were told by a greater authority than Cowper (a 
Poet for whom he felt the higheſt reſpect, and whom he had been 
ſorry to hear diſapproved of and reproached) that Parliaments aſſem- 
bled only to releaſe the adultreſs from her bond. His noble and 
learned friend on the woolfack, and the other two noble and learned 
Lords who preſided in the Courts of Law, had declared that the 
greateſt abuſes were committed, and that at preſent there was no 


'remedy for theſe abuſes. In many caſes there was collufion be- 


tween the parties, and in no inſtance was there a poſſibility of ade- 
quately punithing the guilty, They found their proceedings on the 
bench, in ſuch cafes, a farce and a mockery, The Ecelcfaftical 
Courts were equally deficient, and there was no way in which the 
injured party could obtain redreſs, or vice could receive its puniſh- 
ment. He had long been ſenſible of theſe truths, nor had he ever 
been preſent when a Divorce bill was paſſe, that he did not think the 
Houſe diſgraced and degraded. Not being converſant, however, with 
ſuch ſubjecis. diffidence prevented him from propoſing any legiſlative 
interſerence ; but he never was ſo happy as when he heard that his 
noble friend was to begin his uſetul carcer in that Houſe, by calling 
vpon the Legiſlature to interfere, The only argument of any 
weigi:t that he had heard urged againſt prouhibiting the intermarnag* 
of the adulireſs with her ſeducer, was, that one bar would be te- 
morcd from men of gallantry purſuing their unlawful deſigns, as at 
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preſent they are afraid leſt they ſhould be obliged to chooſe as their 
companions for life thoſe women whom they have polluted and diſ- 
graced, But though more diſpoſed to ſtorm the citadel of virtue, 
they would find conqueſt much more difficult. All hope of being 
reinſtated in ſociety being taken away, every woman of common 
prudence muſt lend a deaf ear to the ſolieitations of the man who 
would alicnate her affections from a huſband, to whom ſhe muſt 
continue to be true, or give up all hopes of enjoying the comforts 
of life. The means of defence were increaſed in the exact propor- 
tion of the diſpoſition to afſail, He hoped that the unhappy fe- 
male would not, after her lapſe from the paths of purity and virtue, 
be turned loofe into the world, and become abandoned and wretched. 
But if a few ſhould be reduced to this deplorable fituation, what a 
motive to tidelity would their example hold out ? The education 
of the children would in no way be injured by the propoſed regula- 
tion, as, if delicacy permitted, it would be eaſy to ſhew that the 
mothers who married their paramours, were in no degree better be- 
haved than thoſe who, after their divorce, continued through life 
unmarried. A deteſtation of vice muſt be generated in children by 
witneſſing the unhappy effects it has had upon their deluded parents. 
The bill was open to no ſerious objection; he was confident, if 
carried into a law, it would produce the happieſt effects, and it had 
his moit cordial ſupport. 

The Earl of MOIRA roſe to deprecate all farther proceedings 
on the bill, which, he ſaid, was not calculated to produce any good, 
but would be heaping coals of fire upon the head of the unhappy 
woman who may become the victim of the ſedueing arts of' her 
betrayer, and who, though eſſentially virtuous, may, through thoſe 
arts, become circumſtantially criminal. This, he thought, was a 
proper object for the humanity and juſtice of the Houſe. He ex- 
preſſed, however, no objection to the bill being printed. 

Lord AUCKLAND then ſubjoined a few words ; and on mo- 
tion that the bill ſhould be printed, and read a ſecond time on 
Monday, it. was ordered accordingly. 

The Duke of CLARENCE begged to know when the noble 
Lord propoſed it ſhould be committed. He would not wiſh to 
cauſe any unneceſſary delay; but a meaſure of ſuch magnitude 
ſhould not ſurely be hurried with rapidity through the Houſe. 


Lord AUCKLAND replied, that he wiſhed to carry through 


the bill as expeditiouſly as other public buſineſs would permit, and 


that he thought it moſt probable the bill would be committed on 
Wed neſday 0 
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His Royal Highneſs gave notice, that he would then attend to 
| oppoſe it, and that it ſhould meet with his ſtrenuous and deter- 
mined oppoſition to the laſt hour of his life. 


[Commons, 


—— — 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Friday, May 16. 


The SyEAKER informed the Houſe that, in conſequence of a 
meſſage from the Lords, he had been in the Houſe of Peers, and 
heard the royal aſſent given to the Eaſt-India Warehouſe bill— 
the bill for Pay and Clothing of the Militia—the Dictrict Poor 
bill, and to ſeveral private bills. 

A meſſage was brought from the Lords by the Clerk Aſſiſtant 
and the Deputy Clerk of the Crown, That the Lords do defire a 
prefent conference with this Houſe, in the Painted Chamber, upon 
a ſubject materially affecting the ſafety of His Majeſty's ſacred per- 
fon, and the happineſs of his people; and alſo, 

That the Lords had directed them to inform this Houſe, that, 
from the abſence of their uſual meſſengers, and the urgent impor- 
tance of the caſe, their Lordſhips had heen induced to ſend this 
meſſage by their Clerk Aſſiſtant and the Deputy Clerk of the 
Crown. | 

The meſſengers then withdrew. 

The SPEAKER ſaid, that it was his duty to ſtate that the Lords, 
in ſending a meſſage by their Aſſiſtant Clerk, and the Deputy Clerk 
of the Crown, had departed from their uſual mode of ſending meſ- 
ſages to this Houſe. It was a departure which, under ordinary 
circumſtances, the Houſe could by no means acquieſce in; that 
point had been long before decided, in conſequence of a formal 
objection on the ſubject on the part of thc Commons. A confe- 
rence had then taken place, and it had been agreed, that all future 
communications from the Houſe of Lords (ſhould be made by means 
of the Maſters in Chancery. Their Lordſhips, however, had ſtated 
the reaſons which had induced them to depart, in this inſtance, 
from their uſual mode, and it was for the Houſe to conſider whether 
thoſe reaſons were ſatisfactory. At all events, he preſumed it 
would be adviſeable for the Houſe not to return an anſwer by theſe 
meſſengers, but by a meſſenger of their own. 

The meſſengers were called in, and, being informed to that effect, 
withdrew. 
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The SPEAKER then ſuggeſted the propricty of the Houſe firſt 


expreſſing its determination as to the unuſual mode of communi- 


cation, and after having come to a determination on this point, then 
to return an anſwer to the meſſage. 


The MASTER OF THE ROLLS raid, that on account of 
the urgency and neceſſity of the caſe, he conceived the Houſe would 
not object to the preſent mode of communication. He then moved, 
and it was reſolved, That this Houſe doth acquieſce in the reaſons 
aſſigned by the Lords for ſending the ſaid meſſage by the Clerk 
Aſſiſtant and the Deputy Clerk of the Crown, inſtead of the uſual 
meſſengers, truſting that the ſame will not be drawn into * 
for the future. 

Reſolved, That this Houſe doth agree to a conference with the 
Lords, as is deſired by their Lordſhips; and that a meſſage be ſent 
to the Lords, to acquaint them therewith : which being agreed to, 
it was 

Ordered, That Lord Hawkeſbury do carry the ſaid meſſage. 

Lord HAWKESBURY, being returned, reported, That he had 
been with the Lords, and acquainted them that this Houſe had 
agreed to a conference, as deſired by their Lordſhips ; and moved, 
that a Committee be appointed to manage the ſaid conference. 

The following Gentlemen were then nominated : 


Mr. Secretary Dundas, Mr. Marſham, 

The Secretary at War, Lord Porcheſter, 

Mr. Ryder, Mr. Laſcelles, 

Lord Hawkeſbury, The Lord Advocate, 
Mr. Douglas, Mr. John Smith, 
The Maſter of the Rolls, Mr. Bramſtone, 

Mr. C. Vorke, Mr. Sloane, 

The Solicitor General, Mr. Pelham, 

Mr. Wallace, Mr. Eſtcourt, and 
Sir H. Mildway, Sir Edmond Hartopp. 


Upon the return of the Committee, 

Mr. Secretary Dux pAs reported, That the managers had met 
the Lords at the conference, which was managed on the part of the 
Lords by His Royal Highneſs the Prince of Wales; and that the 
conference was to acquaint this Houſe, that the Lords, in conſe- 
quence of the recent moſt atrocious and treaſonable attempt on His 
Majeſty's moſt ſacred perſon, by which His Majeſty's life, ſo juſtly 
dear to all his faithful ſubjects, was expoſed to the utmoſt danger, 
have taken the ſame into conſideration, and have agreed to an ad- 
dreſs to be preſented to His Majeſty thereupon ; to which addreſs the 
Lords defire the concurrence of this Houſe. 


PARLIAMENTARY 


The Houſe proceeded to take the ſaid addreſs into conſideration, 

And the ſaid addreſs was twice read. 

' Reſolved, ncmine contradicente, That this Houſe doth agree with 
the Lords in the ſaid addreſs to be preſented to His Majeſty. 

And the blank therein was filled up with the words ““ and 
Commons.” 

Ordered, That a meſſage be ſent to the Lords, to acquaint their 
Lordſhips, that this Houſe hath agreed to the addreſs to which the 
Lords defired the concurrence of this Houſe, and have filled up the 
blank with the words “and Commons.” 

Ordered, That Mr. Secretary DuxnDas do carry the ſaid 
meſſoge. 
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ADDRESS TO THE KING. 


«© Moſt Gracious Sovereign, 

« We, your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal ſubjects, the Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in Parliament aſſembled, 
beg leave humbly to approach your Majeſty's Throne, to expreſs 
our horror and indignation at the late atrocious and treaſonable at- 
tempt againſt your Majeſty's ſacred perſon, and our heart- felt con- 
gratulations to your Majeſty and to our Country on your Majeſiy's 
happy preſervation from ſo great a danger. 

Attached to your Majeſty by every ſentiment which carr moſt 
endear a Sovereign to his People, by the long experience of your 
Majeſty's paternal affection towards us, by the ſenſe of all the be- 
nefits which we derive from your Majelty's-juſt and mild Govern- 
ment, and by our veneration for the diſtinguiſhed virtues which 
adorn your Majeſty's character, and which are always moſt eml- 
nently diſplayed in the hour of trial, we acknowledge with all hu- 
mility and gratitude the merciful interpolition of that Providence 
which has been ſo ſignally manifeſted on this occaſion ; and we 
make it our earneſt prayer to Almighty God, that he will long pre- 
ſerve to us the ſame bleſſings, and that he will continue to watch 
over and to protect a life ſo juſtly dear to us.“ 


af — 


HOUSE OF LORD S. 
Manduy, May 13. 


A 8 was brought up from the Commons by Mr. Brappe 
and others, ſtating, That the Houſe had acquieſced in the reaſons 
aſſigned by their Lordſhips for having ſent down a meſſage to them 
laſt Friday by the Clerk Aſſiſtant and the Clerk of the Crown, 
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inſtead of the uſual meſſengers, truſting that the ſame would not be 


drawn into a precedent for the future. 

Another meſſage was brought up by Sir JoHN SINCLAIR — 
others, ſtating a reſolution agreed to by the Commons on the ſubje 
of encloſing the waſte and common lands of the kingdom. 


Both meſſages were received, and read to the Houſe by Lord 
ELDON from the woolſack. 


The Bill, intituled “ An Act for the puniſhment and more ef- 


fectual prevention of the crime of Adultery” was read a ſecond 
time ; after which - 

Lord AUCKLAND moved, That it be committed for Wedneſday 
next, giving notice at the ſame time that he intended that the re - 
port be received the ſame evening, and the bill be read a third time 
on Friday. 


Ordered that the bill be committed on Wedneſday. 


— _ 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Monday, May 19. 


The SPEAKER aid, that before the Houſe proceed to any other 
buſineſs, he thought it right to call its attention to a ſubje& which 
was intereſting to the formality of its proceedings. He alluded to 
a communication from the Houſe of Peers on Friday lait, the mode 
of which communication was the point to which he wiſhed to call 
the attention of the Houſe. It was a meſſage from the Houſe of 
Lords reſpecting the ſafety of His Majeſty's perſon. That mode 
of communication was novel, it not coming by the uſual meſſengers, 
The Houſe would recollect alſo, that it came to a reſolution of en- 
tering on the journals, that this mode of communication from the 
other Houſe ſhould not be drawn into precedent ; that was a reſo- 
lution which had not as yet been communicated to the Lords, He 
thought that nothing ſhould be done by one Houſe of Parliament 
vith reſpect to communication between the two, that was not com- 
municated to the other; and therefore that a communication ſhould 
be made to the Lords, ſtating the ground on which the Houſe of 
Commons had acquicſced i in the mode of proceeding on Friday, with 
regard to the manner in which the meſſage came from their Lord- 


ſhips, by the clerk aſſiſtant of the Houſe of Lords, and the clerk of | 


the Crown. He took this opportunity of ſtating likewiſe, that it 
was contrary to the uſual cuſtom for the Houſe to proceed on a ſub- 
ect without any evidence being laid before them; upon this it was 
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proper to obſerve, that the ſubject to which the meſſage referred was 
matter of public notoriety, and therefore no evidence was conſidered 
to be neceſſary. It was, in his opinion, and he ſubmitied it to the 
Houſe, neceſſary that theſe points ſhould be communicated to the 
Houſe of Lords. 

The entry to this effect upon the journals being read, 

The Houſe was then moved, That the reſolution of the Houſe 
of Friday laſt, relative to the meſſengers who brought a meſſage 
from the Lords, deſiring a conference with this Houſe, might be 
read. 

And the ſame was read accordingly, as followeth, viz. 

« Reſolved, That this Houſe doth acquieſce in the reaſons af. 


[CoMmoNs, 


| figned by the Lords, for ſending the ſaid meſſage by the clerk aflifi. 


ant and the depury clerk of the Crown, inſtead of the uſual meſſen- 
gers, truſting that the ſame will not be drawn into precedent for the 
future.” 

Ordered, That a meſſage be ſent to the Lords, to communicate 
the ſaid reſolution to their Lordſhips ; and that Mr. Bragge do 
carry the ſaid meſſage. 

A meſſage from the Lords, brought by Mr. Spranger and Mr. 


Smith, informed the Houſe, that His Majeſty had appointed to be 


attended with the addreſs of both Houſes of Parliament on Wed- 
neſday next, at two o'clock, at his Palace at St. James's, and that 
the Lords will then be there. | 

Mr. ABBOT roſe, in conſequence of the notice he had given, 
to move for leave to bring in ** a bill for the more effectually charg 
ing public accountants with the payment of intereſt.” 

He contended that the general policy and juſtice of ſuch a mea- 
ſure were unqueſtionable, upon this ground, that perſons who ſtand 
in the ſituation of public accountants ſhould be charged with inte- 
reſt upon the monies which they owe to the public, in as much 28 
the public itſelf might derive intereſt from the uſe of thoſe monies 
if paid when due. That in former times, when the preſſure of 
public burthens had called the attention of Parliament to theſe 
matters, the principle, ſuch as he now ſtated it, had been expreſsIy 
recognized and enforced ; and particularly during the wars of King 

William and Queen Anne, laws were repeatedly paſſed to prevent a 
practice which obtained to a great extent, according to the then 
- courſe of the Exchequer, and it was provided by Parliament that 
intereſt ſhould be charged upon all Exchequer orders and tallies 
ifſued for army or navy ſervices, from the time of their being in- 


| truſted until the period of their being actually diſburſed. During 
the preſent reign an end had been put to that particular ſpectcs of 
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; abuſe, by transferring theſe iſſues from the private cuſtody of the 
Treaſurer of the Navy, and-the Paymaſter-general of the forces, and 
lodging their amount in the Bank of England. But another very 
flagrant abuſe had ſince ſprung up, which called loudly for redreſs, 
namely, the long detention of large balances by public accountants 
0 after their emplovments had ceaſed, and their accounts were cloſed. 
Upon this head the law at preſent was extremely defeQive ; for al- 
though it was undoubtedly true that in ſome inſtances the claim of 
intereſt had been maintained on the part of the Crown, where it 
could be proved that the party had put the public monies out at in- 
tereſt for his own perſonal emolument, and although the ſame right 
had been alſo enforced upon the ſubmiſſion of a party to pay intereſt, 
yet neither in theſe nor in any other caſes could this right be eſta- 
bliſhed or pruſecuted with effect without a particular ſuit by ſpecial 
information in ſuch individual caſe. | 
In order therefore to render the operation of the law more ex- 
tenſive, effectual and expeditious in all caſes, and to prevent any 
occaſional hardſhip which might ariſe from enforcing this claim 
Ir unexpectedly, it became neceſſary to enact ſome general and explicit 
Fs regulations, preſcribing the time, mode, and rate according to which 
* intereſt ſhould be charged: That it was not propoſed by any 
In wenns to apply theſe regulations to current balances upon any open, 
unſettled, ordinary account, all of which might better be left to the 
vigilance of the different boards under whoſe controul they now 
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en are: That in general thoſe balances appeared to be reſtrained al- 
8 ready within moderate and reaſonable limits; and although, in 
Ns ſome few inſtances, ſuch as the revenues collected in Scotland, and 


7 the ſtamp duties in England, (an eſtabliſnment which required in 
_ LO reſpeQs to be thoroughly viſited,) theſe balances might appear 
Mi” have run to exceſs, yet he hoped it would be found by. the 
OS Treaſury returns reſpecting their further proceedings upon the Fi- 
e of unce Reports, that ſteps had been taken to eurtail theſe balances; 
heſe and at all events it was his intention to keep this object within the 
ech vew of Parliament, by calling annually for accounts of this clafs 
Ling and deſcription of balances. The meaſure now offered was to ap- 
* ply only to balances reſulting from ſettled and final accounts, com- 
then Piſing all caſes, however, where they had accumulated, either in 
that the hands of perſons emploved to collect the revenue, or to diſburſe 
the iſſues intruſted to them for the publie ſervice. 

The regulations would be confined to three points. The firſt 
of them would be, to adopt in the Exchequer the ſame rule of juſ- 
ce berween the Subject and the Crown as is now adminiſtered by 
ll Courts between ſubject and ſubjeR ; and in ſtriking the balance 
4N 2 
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due from the acoouutant, to add to the principal debt the amount of 
ſuch intereſt as he has actually made or may be preſumed to have 
made upon the ſum in which lie ſtands indebted. The ſecond 
would be, to give an opportunity to the party to diſpute the charge 
for intereſt (if he thinks fit) in the ſame way which he may now 
take to diſpute the principal debt; providing, however, that imme. 
diate intereſt ſhould run againſt his account, pending the litigation, in 
order that he may not derive a profit by his own act in interpoſing 
this delay. The third point would be, to make the total amount of 
the debt for principal and intereſt, when finally eſtabliſhed and de- 
clared, carry. intereſt until the time of its final liquidation. As to 
intereſt for tinge paſt upon ſuch debts as were already eſtabliſhed, he 
had nothing to,propofe ; thoſe cafes might be left to the law as it 
now ſtands, and he neither uſed them or referred to them otherwiſe 
than as warnings for the Houſe to provide more effeQually againſt 
their recurrence in time to come; the whole operation of this bill 
would be proſpecti ve for the payment of ſuch intercſt only as ſhouid 
accrue henceforth. 

From theſe regulations many beneficial conſequences might be 
confidently expected. Perſons intereſted with the expenditure of 
the public money would be lefs eager during the continuance of their 
employment to draw it unneceſſarily into their own hands, if they 
foreſa w that ſuch a practice would tend to luad them with intereſt 
for whit they might draw beyond the real or apparent exigency of 
the ſervice: That at the cloſe of their employment the actual 
amount of the intereſt loſt to the public by their miſconduQ or i. 
pacity would be demandable in all cafes, and in many would be 
actually refunded : That a ſtill more important effect would be 
produced during the diſcuſſion of the account, by taking from the 
party the direct motive which he now has to procraſtinate its final 
ſettlement ; and that, by thus accelerating the ſettlement, the public 
would no longer jncur the ſame hazard to which it is now expoſed, 
of ſuffering by the ultimate inſolvency of the party, or the diſſipation 
of his property by bis heirs. None of theſe abuſes, which it was 
thus prupoſed to counteract, could be deemed imaginary evils ; for 
there was no man in any degree converſant with public affairs, who 
could not from his own obſervation or. memory ſupply many ftriking 
inſtances in which they have been realized, to the detriment of the 
public always, and not unfrequently involving alſo the. delinquen®# 
themſelves and their families in diſtreſs and irretrievable ruin. 

In addition to theſe conliderations, there was another to which 
dclired to call the attention of the Houſe, by remarking upon 
ſtate of the accounts now depending before the Commiſhoners f 
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auditing the public accounts, amongſt which there were very few 
hitherto delivered reſpecting the expenditure of the preſent war, and 
yet amongſt theſe few there were ſome of an immenſe extent and 
amount. That Government had done well during the preſent war 
in following the recommendation of Lord Dorcheſter and the other 
Commiſſioners of Accounts appointed after the American war, and 
that they had done well to ſend with each army upon foreign ſervice 
a commiſſariot eſtabliſhment to manage and ſuperintend the ac- 
counts of expenditure at the time and upon the ſpot. But never. 
theleſs all theſe accounts muſt ultimately come before the Auditors 
here, whoſe eſtabliſhment, however well it might be ſuited to the 
tranſactions of peaccable times, was utterly incompetent to the ae- 
counts of a war upon fo extended a ſcale as the preſent ; and he 
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therefore adviſed the Houſe and His Majeſty's Miniſters to confider Fl 
whether it would not be a meaſure of economy rightly underſtood 
to follow the precedent ſo frequently reſorted to during the preſent # 
century, by appointing an auxiliary commiſſion for the ſole and ex- [ 
preſs purpoſe of auditing the war accounts ; and that paſt ex- 

be perience, joineg to preſent obſervation, would ſuggeſt many very | 

of - uſeful regulations for giving a better effect to the whole ſyſtem of 

it paſſing the accounts belonging to extraordinary ſervices. The pre- 

hey ſent bill, however, he ſubmitted to the Houſe, as introducing a ma- 

reſt terial improvement in the law of rhe Exchequer, and as a meaſure 

; of juſt in itſelf towards the public, and unjuſt to no man. 

E Sir JOHN ANDERSON ſeconded and ſtrongly ſupported the 

[4- motion. 

be Mr. TIERNE approved of the principle on which the bill 

be was founded, and faid it would have his cordial aſſent; but that he 

the wiſhed care to be taken that no accountant ſhould be permitted to 


inal delay payment of the principal debt itſelf, upon 2 plea that he was 
lie excuſed by paying intereſt. 


ſed, Mr. ABBOT anſwered, that it was his intention to make ex- 
tion preſs proviſion that the principal debt might be recovered with equal 
was diſpatch as if this charge for intereſt had not been ſuperadded to it. 
for The ATTORNEY GENERAL alſo ſtrongly approved of the 
who meaſure, agreeing alſo in the neceſſity of providing againſt any 


delay in recovering the principal debt; and he ſtated many in- 
ſtances during the time in which his noble predeceffor in the ſame 
office which he now held, in which public accountants, by making 
intereſt upon the public money, had ſet the Crown at defiance, and 
more than indemanified themſelves by the delay, becauſe intereſt 
could not be recovered againſt them. 
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Leave was accordingly given to bring in the bill, and Mr. Abbot, 
Sir John Anderſon, the Attorney General; Mr. Baker, and Mr. 


Manning were ordered to prepare the ſame. 


Mr. BRAGGE reported to the Houſe, that he had (according to 
order) been with the Lords, and communicated to their Lordſhips 
the Reſolution of this Houfe of Friday laſt, relative to the meſſen- 
gers who brought a meſſage from the Lords defiring a conference 
with this Houſe ; and had left a copy of ſuch Reſolution with their 
Lordſhips. 

Sir JOHN SINCLAIR reported to the Houſe, that he had 
(according to order) been with the Lords, and communicated to 
their Lordſhips the ſeveral Reſolutions agreed to by this Houſe 
upon Thurſday laſt, for facilitating, under the authority of Parli- 
ament, the incloſure and improvement of the waſte, unincloſed, and 
unproductive lands, commons, common arable fields, common mea- 
dows, and common of paſture in this kingdom, and had left a copy 
thercof with their Lordſhips. 

Mr. ROSE moved the order of the day for the Houſe to reſolve 
itſclf into a Committee of the whole Houſe, to conſider of the In- 
come Bill. 

The Houſe being in a Committee, 

Mr. ROSE obierved, that the Act of the laſt ſeſſion of Parli- 
ament for impoſing certain duties on Income was generally acknow- 
Jedged to be excellent in principle. It was calculated to produce 
a given, and a very conſiderable ſum; but it had failed to produce 
the ſum at which it was eſtimated. The reaſons for the deficiency 
were various : one of a material kind was, that which aroſe from 
the charges that were impoſed on the renters and occupiers of land. 
It appeared that the charges made upon the farmers were, in fome 
inſtances, very defective. It was propoſed to correct this evil. To 
that end, the firſt ſtep to be taken would be, that of repealing the 
bill of laſt ſeſſion as far as it reſpeAs the renters and occupiers of 
land, and of making proviſions in lieu of them, by altering the ſcale 
of aſſeſſment. 
were thus to be repealed, and alſo the ſcale on which it was propoſed 
this part of the ſubject ſhall be in future. The next point to be 
eonſidered by way of alteration in the bill was this : Where the 


party was detected in gi\ ing in a falſe acccunt of income, the Com- 
miſſioners ſhould have it in their power to ſurcharge ſuch perſon until 
it ſhall come up to what the Commiſſioners ſhall difcover the in- 
come to be, and then add to the whole juſt the amount of the ſum 
by- which it was given in too low - or, in other words, doubling 
Then to provide 


the amount of the deficiency of the ſtatement, 


Here Mr. Roſe recited the parts of the bill which 
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for the caſe of thoſe who have but lately arrived in England ; as 
to them, the proviſions of the bill would attach after they ſhall 
have been in England fix months. Another point to provide for was 
that which related chiefly to ſingle perſons who, upon giving in their 
incomes, retired from their reſidences, and took others before the day 
of payment arrived, Theſe were the main points. If any thing 
occurred to any gentleman to aſk by way of information, he ſhould 
be happy to give it as well as he was able, in the abſcnce of his right 
honourable friend, who had it not in his power to attend the Houſe 
that day. He could not delay this ſubject any longer; for it was 
deſirable that it ſhould be ſettled before the holidays : and therefore, 
if the Committee went through the Reſolutions to-night, he ſhould 
propoſe that the Report be brought up to-morrow. 

He then moved the firſt Reſolution, which went to repeal the 
preſent aſſeſſment on the renters and occupiers of land. 

Mr. TIERNEY thought it would be much better to wait a 
few days longer, till the right honourable gentleman was able to at- 
tend in his place, and open his plan at large to the Houſe, than to be 
ſo precipitate in forwarding the meaſure, while it remained in ſo im- 
perfect and unintelligible a ſtate. The right honourable gentleman 
was much indebted to the Houſe in explanation reſpecting this bill; 
for he had not yet explained why ſo extraordinary a bill as that pro- 
poſed this ſeſſion had ever been brought in, or why it was aban- 


doned three weeks afterwards. It was not his intention, 'in the 
; abſcnce of the right honourable gentleman, at preſent to- attempt 
; any minute diſcuſſion of the meaſure ; but he wiſhed now to un- 
; derſtand whether the Reſolutions juſt propoſed were to form the mat- 


ter and ground of the bill to be brought in; or whether he was to 


i look for any thing more, that was likely to ſpring out of theſe Reſo- 
g lutions? But the bill, it was ſaid, muſt be preſſed through the Houſe 
: before the holidays. Where was the neceſſity of that hurry ? Suf- 
4. ficient time was ſurely afforded to the framers of the bill ? for, after 
f the firſt quarter's payment, the deficiencies and the frauds might 


5 have been obſerved and detected. The boaſted object of the for- 
mer bill was, to puniſh the frauds of the commercial gentlemen; 
but that was now to be wholly relinquiſhed, and deficiencies were to 
be made up by ſweating the poor farmers. He ſaw no reaſon for 
taking more money from the farmer ; but this, he muſt ſuppoſe, the 
landed gentleman would look to, as he had no doubt that their 
eyes began to be open to the nature of the bill. The produce of 
the tax had already fallen ſhort of the eſtimate by 1,700,001. 
and the regulations contained in the Reſolutions did not promiſe to 
4 bring in more than 4 or 500, oool. The one which went to affect 
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 perforis' who had refided for fix months im this -coomry, was 


ptobably intended to include the gentlemen from the ſiſter kingdom, 
who came to take up a temporary refidence at Bath. From the 
others very little could be expected; there would therefore ſtill re- 
main a deficit of à million; and where were the means to make 
good that deficit ? ' Viewing the matter as he now did, he was 
more than ever determihed to perſiſt in his motion for the repeal 
of the tax altogether. | Every man in England muſt be ſenſible, 
that, in withdrawing the former bill, the right honourable gentleman 
had caſt himſelf at the feet of the Manſion Houſe Committee. It 
was evident, at leaſt, that he experienced a defeat in ſome quar- 
tey'; otherwiſe it could not well be conceived how his uſual ſpirit, 
his perſeverance, not to ſay his obſtinacy, could have ſhrunk from 
the attempt, after having perſiſted in it for two months. The ob- 
ſtacle he met with aroſe from the very quarter where the meaſure 
Had its birth and origin; and thoſe gentlemen who were fo forward 
in planning it, now leave it to'ſhift for itſelf, or throw it upon the 
ſhoulders of the farmers, or of the Iriſh gentlemen who may be 
tempted to reſide for a time at Bath. Not the leaſt hint is thrown 
out of aſſeſſing commercial men more than before, though this was 
at firſ ſuppoſed to be the main object of the new bill. Theſe foſ- 
teters of its early infancy no longer felt anxiety for its ſucceſs— 
they were only ſolicitous to eſcape from it themſelves. With re- 
gard to a tax on income, he had no objection to its going on during 
the war; but if it was to be eſtabliſhed in England as a ſyſtem of 
taxation; it ſhould meet with his firm and decided oppoſition. — 
Wnether the Reſolutions were printed or not, he believed of little 
conſequence; but he ſuppoſed the honourable gentleman would 
tive no objection to printing them. He added, that if the reſolu- 
tions contained the entire ſubſtance of the bill intended to be brought 
in, he ſhobld ſay no more on the ſubject until he made his motion 
for the repeal of the tax altogether. . . 
Mr. ROSE ſaid, that it had been found impoſſible to diſtinguiſh 
where the unfairneſs in the ſtatements given in lay; but that it was 
q, in che bill intended to be brought into the Houſe, to in- 
ſert a clauſe which would tend to prevent unfair ſtatements being 
in from the commercial intereſts: it was propoſed; that no 
petſon ſnould give in the ſtatement of their income to the Commer- 
eial-Commiſſioners who Had not at leaſt 2000]. per annum. Every 


mereantile man, whoſe income was below this ſum, was to give if 


the ſtatement ot his inconie to the Ordinary Commiſſioners. The 
reaſon for introducing this regulation was, that the -Commereidl 


| Commiſſioners, being principally men of property, and whoſe con- 
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nedt ions are among men like themſelves. in affluent circumſtances, 
are qualified; to judge of the fairneſs of the ſtatements only of the 
affluent, whereas the ordinary Commiſſioners, being in lower eon- 
ditions of life, will be better able to judge of the fairneſs of ſtate- 
ments given in by ſhopkeepers and merchants whoſe income was be- 
low this ſum. That the burden impoſed by theſe Reſolutions was 
laid ſolely upon farmers, by no means reſulted from the propoſed 
Reſolution reſpecting them ; and the regulation juſt mentioned 
ſhewed that, notwithſtanding the aſſertions of the honourable gentle- 
man, meaſures were to be taken to ſecure, as far as poſſible, fairneſs 
in the ſtatements given in by commercial men, as well as others, 
Beſides this, commercial men were liable to the ſurcharge of the 
Commiſſioners upon unfair ſtatements ; and this muſt alſo tend to 
induce them to give in fair ſtatements to the Commiſſioners, 
Whatever might be the notion entertained by the honourable gen- 
tle man, he could aſſure him, that the alterations made in the pro- 
poſed bill, from the one which was withdrawn, were made, not in 
conſequence of any particular repreſentation given in upon the ſub- 
je, but from general obſervation, and inquiries as to the tendency 
and probable effects of the different plans. 

Mr. Alderman CURTIS adverted to what had fallen from Mr. 
— Tierney reſpeding its being the intention of the former bill to 


e ſcourge commercial men. For what ? For their fins, he ſuppoſed; 
8 but he wiſhed to know, in the firſt place, what fins they had com- 
of mitted * He could not help feeling indignant at the manner in 
— which the honourable gentleman had ſpoken of the commercial in- 
tle habitants of the city of London. There was no evidence that the 
1d deficiency of the produce of the tax aroſe from their having given in 
mY unfair ſtatements of their income, or that the unfair ſtatements 
rhe were given in by them more than by any other claſs. He allowed, 


ON that if fair ſtatements had been given in, the produce of the tax 
would have amounted to the full ſum eſtimated by the Chancellor 
iſh of the Exchequer ; but the deficiency, he thought, might in part at 


_ leaſt be accounted for by Commercial Commiſſioners not having, | 


in- deen appointed in ſeveral diſtricts. He would ſupport any mea- 
ing MW fure which he thought could with ſafety be adopted for enforcing and 
n ſecuring the equal and fair payment of the tax, and he ſaw nothing 
in the preſent Reſolutions that could infringe on the rights or in- 
terelts of any claſs of the community. He had no objection, fo 
far as he himſelf was concerned, to lay open to the Commiſſioners 
afull and plain ſtatement of his affairs; but he ſaw great danger in 
expoſing the affairs of mercantiie people in general: and in that 
Houſe he was to vote, not upon perſonal conſiderations, but 
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with a view to the intereſts of the community.' He confefled, that 
he was on this account ſhocked when he read. the laft bill which 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer had brought before tte Hewſe, 
and that he was glad when it was withdrawn ; but any bill formed 
on the ſpirit of the preſent Reſolutions would meet with his ſupport, 

Mr. TIERNEY faid, that he was not aware that he had uſed 
any expreſſions which were ſevere upon the commercial part of the 
city of London. He certainly did not intend to uſe any; for he 
bore towards them in general, and for his honourable friend in par- 
ticular, with whom he had been acquainted from his youth, the 


Higheſt reſpect. The worthy Alderman had faid that he was 


ſhocked at the bill which the Chancellor of the Exchequer had firſt 
brought into the Houſe ; now he was ſhucked, not only with that 
bill, but with the whole act. Any expreſſions that he had uſed 
reſpecting the commercial parts of the city of London muſt, if 
thought ſevere, be imputed not to him, but to the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, who had thought it neceſſary to bring in a bill to 
alter the original a, and to make arrangements which bore parti- 
cularly hard upon the commercial part of the city of London, and 
implied that the deficiency of the produce of the tax principally 
aroſe from their having given in unfair ſtatements of their income, 
It might be concluded, that this bill was not infroduced without its 
being firſt aſcertained that circumſtances juſtihed, or at leaſt te- 
quired ſome ſuch meaſure ; and the expreſſions which he had uſed 
reſted upon the ſame grounds upon which the Chancellor.of the 
Exchequer had founded his bill. His honourable friend muft, 
therefore, in juſtice, transfer his indiguation from him to the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer ; and ſurely, with all his city indepen- 
dence about him, he would not continue to ſupport a Miniſter who 
arraigned his conduct along with that of the commercial part of the 
*eity with which he was conneaed, and ſhocked him by propoſing to 
ſcourge him for his fins. He thought ic ſtrange that the ſtate- 
ments only of men „ho Fave above 2000). a year, ſhould be given 
in to the Commercial Commiſſioners. Did the honourable gen- 
tleman think that thoſe who have leſs than '2cool, a year were 
more apt to do 188 of fraud than thoſe who have more than this 
fun ? and were men who, like his honqurable friend, were making 
large fortuncs, not to be watched or ſuſpected ? He was aſtaid 
that there were frauds of à certain kind which men in Wee 
were as apt tu commit as men ĩa a lower condition of liſe. 
Mr. ROSE ſaid, that he did not mean to lay any pins 
upon thule who hed leis than 20001. a year, rather than upon 
thoſe u ho have mere. The regulation bad folely in view fairneſs 
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and equality in colleQing the tax; and it was framed upon the 
idea (without laying any amen upon people in one condition 
of life more than another), that the Commercial Commiſſioners 
would be better qualified to decide upon the fairneſs of the ſtate- 
ments of one claſs, and the ordinary Commiſſioners upon that., of 
the ſtatements of the other claſs. 

Mr. TIERNEY ſaid, that, by making ——— * have 
their ſtatements decided upon by the ordinary Commiſſioners, an 
injuſtice would be done to them, Fecauſe theſe ordinary Commiſ- 
fioners would have no fellow-fccling with them, while the ſtatements 
of the rich were to be decided upon by ann 
ſame claſs with themſelves. 

Mr. ROSE thought the change not at all worſe for the iter 
claſs of traders. The perſons who till now had aſſeſſed them 
were of the firſt fortune and commercial conſequence in the king- 
dom. By the regulations propoſed, theſe aſſeſſments would be 
awarded by perſons approximating nearer to their own, rank and 
ſituation in life, and who, from this cireumſtance, might be ſup- 
poſed to poſſeſs for them a fellow-feeling no way incoaſiftent with 
their intereſts, Every Commiſſioner allo for general purpoſes was 
to be himſclf a trader. 

Mr. BASTARD aid, if the farmer was to be taxed according 
to his leaſe, and not according to his inceme, he could not but ob- 
ject to that part of the bill relating to ſuch an, arrangement, as he 
thought the leaſe by no means a juſt criterion of the e 
ability. 


Mr. M. A. TAYLOR ſaid, he would 3 any 1 


which promiſed fairly and properly to render the income tax effecg- 
tive. But he ſhould wiſh very much to ſee an equal and impartial 


mode of taxation take place, Unintimigated, therefore, by the 
ſcoldings of an indignant Alderman, he ſhould fay, that the default 
of commercial men, in not paying; a juſt quota of, their income, 
created in his opinion a neceſſity of changing the proviſions of the 
former bill. Too much lenity had becn fhewn to commercial. men 
in granting them Commereial, Comwiſſiqners, and he wiſhed to ſee 
this claſs of aſſeſſors utterly aboliſhed, There was no more reaſqn 
why the affairs of commercial, men ſhould, be enveloped in ſecrecy 
than thoſe of the landed intereſt. The invaſion of the ſecrecy of 


private property was equally flagrant and unpleaſant | in both caſes, 


Great, however, as this grievance might, be dec med by. ſome, yet 
there was no propoſition which he would not ſupport to come to a 
fair aſcertainment of every man's income. This indeed he thought 


Citheult,: that the proviſions necefſary for that purpoſe might per- 
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'haps be too odious and vexatious to be adopted; and rather than 
approve of /ſuch, he would - wiſh the tax to be abandoned alto. 
gether. At Leeds, Liverpool, Wakefield, Briſtol, and many 
other places, doubts had ariſen, whether the commercial part 
of the community had honourably paid their proper ſhare of 


[CoMMons, 


the income tax. Why then ſhould not this claſs be looked after 


with equal vigilance as the perſons of landed property? He did 
not object to the attention of Miniſters duly to enforce the pay- 
ment of the tax; he only wiſhed that one claſs of men might not 
become the objects of-care and ſuſpicion, while another, and one 
'equally offending, was ſuffered to go free. Farmers had, in many 
inſtances, he allowed, evaded the tax, and ought to be attended to 
in the future proviſions of the bill. He could not, however, ſce 
the very perſons who recommended the tax to Miniſters, privileged 
to the extent they were, without feeling ſtrorg objections. He 
Himſelf had as great a right to ſecrecy as any tradeſman in London; 
but he would adduce two caſes, to prove that, even by means of 
Commercial Commiſſioners, the advantages of ſecrecy could not 
always be attained.” A man poſſeſſed of 20,0001. in a lucrative 
branch of trade, might come before a Commercial Commiſſioner 
who poſſeſſed 1 00,0001. Might not then the latter prove a dan- 
*gerous rival of the former, if, on the knowledge of his great profits, 
he choſe to employ his ſuperior capital in the ſame line of trade? 
'Tt might happen alſo, that a tradeſman, ſuppoſed to be worth a con- 
ſideral capital, might be aſſeſſed by a banker, with whom he was 
in the habit of diſcounting to a large amount. The Commiſſioner, 
: perceiving that his cuſtomer was worth but half the ſum reported, 
orders his clerk to limit immediately the diſcounts, and greatly em- 
barraſſes his trade. To know, however, every. perſon's property, he 
thought highly advantageous, and the beſt antidote -againſt bank- 
ruptey. In this light he did not think the regulations of the ho- 
nourable gentleman over the way went far enough. The only per- 
-ſons who had properly paid the income tax, he ought, were the 
country gentlemen. 
Mr. Jol LIFE, Sir W. Gzrary, and Mr. Tierney faida 
few words, when the - reſolutions were read and agreed to, and the 
report was ordered to be received to-morrow, 
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Mynday, May 20. A — 
Mr. BRAGGE moved for leave to bring in a bill for the ſecu- 


ity bf Mines and Collieries, and for the better regulating of Mi- 


ners and Colliers. He prefaced his motion by obſerving, that col- 
lieries and iron mines, from their nature and ſituation, were a pro- 
perty which neceſſatily lay much expoſed, In ſome counties, par- 


ticularly in Monmouthſhire, the mines of coal and ore fay very 
near the furface of the earth; and it was no uncommon thing for 
perſons to open them who had no right, and, before any ſtop could 


be put to their proceedings, to do a very material injury'to the pro- 


prietors, and afterwards eſcape all puniſhment.' He wiſhed, there- 


fore, to put all ſuch mines exactly on the-ſame footing as the black- 


lead mines, making it felony to commit upon them any depredatibn. - 


It might alſo be ſeen expedient to extend the proviſions of the bill 

'to every other ſpecies of mine. Another regulation to be propoſed 
by the bill was the protection of the fire engines belonging to fuch 
places, 

Mr. Baxter and Mr. JoL11rrE objected to the bill, on the 
ground of, unneceſſarily extending the penal laws by inereaſing the 
number of felonies. 

Mr. BRAGGE expreſſed a wiſh only to be permitted to bring 
in the bill, in order to have it printed, and then to leave gentlemen 
to judge on the propriety of the proviſions ERNST 

Lord HAWKESBURY, meaning not to oppoſe the bill, till 
thought there was no neeeſſity for increaſing the penal code of laws 
exiſting in this country, except on urgent occafions. ' For any thing 


the preſent bill was meant to prevent, he could ſee no reaſon for 


the adoption of heavier penalties than already exiſted. The im- 
portance of felony ſhould be ànnexed to no crime from which a 
great and practical inconvenience was not felt, and that in a' "high 
degree. To argue in every caſe from the analogy of crime ti the 
analogy of puniſhnient was not fair. In coal countries there was 
little temptation to provoke perſons ta depredation, as this produc= 
tion was there in great abundance; nd commonly very'cheap.” To 
guard, therefore, ſuch a property with all the ſtrictneſs of penal law, 
could ſcarcely be neceſſary. Beſides this, the needleſs multiplica- 


tion of penal laws only deteriorated the public mind, leaving no diſ- 


tinction between crimes of the leaſt and thoſe of the greateſt mag- 
nitude. 
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Mr. ESTCOURT ſaid, it was common for perſons, who had 


no right. to drive their carts into a mine of coal, and bring them 
out fully laden, without any poſſible means of hindrance. Leave 


[Commoxs, 


was! given to bring in the bill. 


A bill for charging public accountants with the intereſt for ba- 
Jnce on public monies in their hands, was preſented, and read a 
firſt time. 

Mr. BxAaGGr reported from the Committee of the whole Houſe, 
to whom it was referred to conſider of the ſeveral acts paſſed in the 
laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, relative to duties on income, the reſolu— 
tions which the Committee had directed him to report to the Houſe; 
which he read in his place, and afterwards delivered in at the table, 
as follows, viz. 

* Reſolved, That the rules preſcribed in the ſeveral acts for 
granting duties on income, or by either of them, as far as relate to 
the mode of aſcertaining income ariſing from land occupied by the 
owner, or by a tenant at rack rent, ſhall be repealed. 

« Reſolved, That, in lieu thereof, ſuch income ariſing from land 
occupied by a tenant at rack rent ſhall be taken in the proportions 
hercinaftter ſpecified to the aggregate amount of the following artt- 
eles, viz. 

«© Rent for one year payable to the landlord. 

6. Parochial and other rates and aſſeſſments charged on the ſaid 
lands, or upon the occupiers in reſpect of ſuch lands, on the average 
of the three years ending on the 25th day of March preceding, if 
payadle by the occupier. 

The value of all tythes, when taken in kind, or the ſums paid 
or payable for the ſame, or agreed to be paid in ſatisfaQion for the 
fame; within or for the laſt preceding or the current year. 

If ſuch aggregate amount be under three hundred pounds a year, 


then the income ſhall be taken at three fifths of ſuch'amount ; and 


if at three hundred Rom or upwards, then at three fourths of ſuch 
amount; 

And, in caſe of wr occupied by the owner, the income ariſing 
therefrom ſhall. be taken at the aggregate amount of the rent at 
which the ſame are' worth,' to be let by the year, according to the 
ordinary rent of lands of the like quality, and under the like eit- 
cumſtances in the fame neighbourhood, and two third parts of what 
would: be Oe wu the income of the tenant at rack rent a 
dbove- mentioned. | 

«Reſolved, Thar it is 1 that the dieb of a " 
acts, which" exempt any perſon” from the ſaid duties, e bs 
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reſident in this kingdom for a temporary purpoſe, ſhall not exempt 
any perſon reſident for more than fix months. 


« Reſolved, That. in all cafes where the Commiſſioners appointed 


to execute the ſaid acts ſhall aſſeſs any perſon at any greater amount 


than the ſum delivered in in his ſtatement, or ſhall increaſe ſuch aſ- 


ſetſment, ſuch Commiſſioners (hould be authorized to charge ſuch per- 


ſon, for every ſuch increaſe bevor'd the ſum delivered in in his ſtate- 
ment, with a proportion not exceeding double the amount by which 
the duties with which ſuch perſons would otherwiſe have been 
chargeable under or by virtue of the ſaid ads, or either of them, 
ſhall be incre»ſed.” 

Mr. JONES ſaid, he roſe for the purpoſe of entering his proteſt 


in this early ſtage againſt the whole of the reſolutions. They were 


ſuch as he thought the Miniſter would not attempt to preſs far- 
ther upon the country; and he thought it odd, that thoſe procced- 
ings ſhould be carried on in the abſence of the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, who ſhould, from the nature of ſuch an application ro 
the Houſe, be preſent. It was hard too, that Government ſhould 
propoſe this mode of making up the deficiency of 400, oool. a de- 
ficiency which was ſtated and known to have ariſen from the eva- 
ſions of commercial men, by throwing them upon the landed intereſt 
of the country, when the þill was brought in for the expreſs pur- 
poſe of making the tax on the commercial intereſt fully effeQtual. 

Mr. ROSE faid, that he never underſtood from his right ho- 
nourable friend, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, that the bill was 
brought in for that purpoſe ſolely. He was afraid that the crime 
of unlawfully evading the taxes was generally conſidered as of leſs 
turpitude than it really was. The intention of the preſent bill 
was to correct thoſe evaſions, not in one Os of perſons 
only, but in all alike. 

Mr. JONES ſaid that he muſt perſiſt in ping that the laſt bill 
had that object principally in view. 

Mr. TIERNEY ſaid, that the Chancellor of the n 
was prudent in his ſilence; and he wondered that his honourable 
friend, Mr. Roſe, did not follow him, hen the preamble of the 
ſaid bill ſtated expreſsly that it was brought in for tnat purpoſe, 
though the proviſions of the preſent bill were directed againſt eva- 
ſions entirely in another quarter. Three or four hundred, thruſand 
pounds were expected to ariſe. * the alterations now propdled 3 
if ſo, it muſt be taken from farmers and occaſional relidents in the 
country. This he thought would prove a great hardſhip to indivi- 


duals, without being, to the extent propoſed, productive to the 
public, 
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Mr. ROSE ſaid, he had not pretended to ſtate with any particu- 
lar accuraey the ſum it was likely the regulations propoſed would 
produce. It might be more or leſs than 300, oool. The provi. 
ons of the bill, however, tended to rectify any deficiencies in the 
income tax which may have exiſted, and ſo far promiſed to be uſe- 
ful. It was to be hoped alſo, that the commiſſioners of the tax for 
the ſucceeding year would be more expert, than they had been laſt 
year, in the proper diſcharge of their duty. 

Mr. BASFARD thought it extremely hard to tax a farmer, not 
according to his actual gains, but according to the amount of his 
leaſe. Perſons of no property, and ſometimes bankrupts, whoſe 
income might be ſaid to be nothing, took farms; how then could 
they de fairly aſſeſſed under the income tax? Another inconve- 
nience in calculating the tax from the amount of the leaſe was, that 
farmers would give lefs rent for their eſtates than they now did, 
Farmers ought to be conſidered in the ſame light as commercial 
ſhopkeepers ; nor was there any reaſon why the latter ſhould pay 
according to his profits, and the former according to his leaſe. He 
could never conſent to any regulation which would put men in every 
reſpect of a ſimilar deſcription on a different footing. The regu- 


lation now propoſed concerning farmers was nothing leſs than 2 


licence to take an eſtate. | 

Mr. HARRISON conſidered it as a new land tax, and quite 
foreign from the intention of the income tax. Landlords, as the 
cafe was now to ſtand, would be doubly taxed. 

-Mr. ROSE thought the principle on which the regulation went 
by no means a new one. The ſubject had been copioufly diſcuſſed 
laſt year; and the criterion approved of then he wiſhed not to be 
altered. | 

Lord HAWKESBURY ſaid, that ſome criterion was abſolutely 
neee ſſary for aſcertaining a man's property. In this caſe the rent 
the. perſon paid was that criterion. | 

Mr. JOLLIFFE thought it an unjuſt critcrion. It was ad- 
mitted, it is true, in a former bill; and here the principle was enforced 
wich aggravation, and therefore with injuſtice. The expreſſion of 
an eld Member of Parliament, he faid, was fully exempliticd. 
„Nie country gentlemen are like ſheep ; ſhear one, and you may 
ſhear tiem all: but the commeicial ones were like hogs ; touch 
but a briſtle, and you have them all in an uproar.” He was 18 
hopes; however, that o the former would not be quite ſo pailive, 
Reſpecting the ability of farmers to pay, nut aceurding to theft 
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had kept a ſmall farm in his own hands for theſe laft three years, 
and annually loſt fifreen hundred pounds upon it. * 

Mr. HOBHOUSE vindicated his honourable friend (Mr. Tier. 
ney) for having ſaid that the preamble of the late bill, which had 
been withdrawn, ſpcei fied the neceſſity of ſome farther proviſions for 
preventing the evalions of the mercantile claſs; and for that purpoſe 
he read the preamble, which ſtated the abſolute expediency of altering 
the income act of laſt ſeſſion, as far as the ſame related to perſons 
engaged in trade and manufacture.“ Hence, he remarked, that to 
correct the frauds u hich the trading part of the community had prac- 
tiſed, was evidently the object of that bill. In confirmation of what 
he had advanced, he begged leave to refer to the ſchedules annexed to 
it Was not the merchant called upon, in the firſt inſtance, to deliver 
an account of his gains as merchant, broker and underwriter, and 
of his profits derived from ſhipping, &c. and even from his ſpeeula- 
tions? Was he not obliged, in the deductions he claimed, to make 
public the very names of his creditors? What could theſe- provi- 
ſions mean, if they were not intended to guard againſt the evaſions 
committed by traders and manufaQurers? To ſupply the defi- 
ciency occaſioned by their unprincipled conduct, the farmers were 
to be loaded with additional burthens. Was it pretended that this 
uſeful body of men had not paid their required proportion ? No ſuch 
accuſation had been, or could, with propricty, be brought forward. 
If too much indulgence had been ſhewn to them under the income 
208 of laſt ſeſſion, that might be a ground for increafing their rate of 
aſſeſſment ; but he denied that to be the caſe. The farmers ought - 
to have been originally exempted, for the demand upon them muſt 
ultimately be paid by the landlord, in the diminution of the rent. 
duch a demand was very properly denominated an additional land 
tax. When, therefore, gentlemen would juſtify themſelves in 
levying more upon the farmer becauſe the principle had alrcady 
been ated upon, what was it but to take advantage of a wrong 


ad- WW which the Legiſlature had inflicted, and to pad injuſtice i in favour 
reed I of injuſtice ? 


on of Mr. Hobhouſe coneluded with faying, Fe he hoped, when theſe 
ificd. Wl reſolutions, and the other regulations which had been mentioned 
may Il yeſterday, but which certainly could not with propriety” be diſcuſſed 


at preſent, appeared before the Houſe in the form of a bill, every 

as ia attention would be paid to the ſu! ject which the importance. of it 

we. fo juſtly merited. 

thei Lord HAW KESBURY aid, the fole i intent i the bill was to 
brevent evaſions, and not to mpoſe any additional tax on farmers. 


They were perſons who,. it wa» wel known, had not — —— : 
Vor. XI. 4 F 
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per ſhare to relieve the burdens of the country; and it was juſtythat 
in ſome way or other their pockets ſhould be reached. By the pro- 
vifions of the former bill they had come off extremely light, not 
having paid ſo much under the income tax as they had when the 
aſſeſſed taxes exiſted. For theſe reaſons it was from the beginning 
the intention of Government to make farmers and renters of land 
more liable to the operation of the income tax than they hitherto had 
been. The evaſions among commercial perſons he thought great, 
owing to the tacility with which they might be committed. It was 

Infinuated, that commercial men were to be left out in the new te- 
gulations, and put in poſſeſſion of greater indulgences than before, 

The reſolutions themſelves were an anſwer ſufficient for this inſinu- 
ation, as they went to improve the acts of laſt year, and particularly 

thoſe clauſes that relate to commercial concerns. It, therefore, was 

not true that the object was to lay new burthens upon the land :— 

Whatever burthens were to be laid, affected every intereſt connected 
With taxation in as near a degree of equality as was poſlible. 

Dr. LAURENCE ſaid, he ſhould not object to the bill becauſe 
it was ſuppoſed that it did not go to the full extent with reſpect to 
the merchant ; for he thought that lenient meaſures in that line 

*would be better than rigid ones. It was for the public benefit that 
"they ſhould be lenient. As to the landed intereſt, he could ſpeak 
-with ſome information on that ſubject; and he knew ſome, in dif- 
-ferent pariſhes, who did not come under the income act, and who 
had paid to the aſſeſſed taxes. 

MI. LONG ſtated, that it was ſuggeſted in the courſe of laſt 
year, that the tax ſhould be impoſed on the income of the farmer; 
but, after a long diſcuſſion, it was over-ruled, on the ground that 

* they were not in the practice of making up their accounts. He 
: conceived that there was a regulation which would render this mea- 

: fare productive; and that was, the power to be veſted in Com- 
-miſſioners to ſurcharge defaulters. 

Mr. VANSITTART ſaid, that ſo many farmers not paying 
in the tax, did not ariſe from evaſion, but from their not coming 
under the aſſeſſment. 

The SPEAKER here obſerved, that the diſeuon was rather 

- irregular. - Gentlemen might have objected to the whole of the r- 
ſolutions being read, which was the queſtion ; but it was not the 

time to enter on the diſcuſſion of . reſolutions until each 
was read a ſecond time. 

„Ir, WILLIAM SMITH perfeQly concurred in the oblerer 
- Hons tblative to the order as made from the Chair; but wiſhed tobe 
permitted to obſerve generally, that 
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pear to him that the regulations now propoſed were exceedingly 
ſevere ; whilſt, on the other hand, the power about to be given to 
Commiſſioners was abſolutely inquiſitorial. He would oppoſe the 
meaſure in all its ſtages; but, not wiſhing to try too much the pa- 
tience of the Houſe, he ſhould not that evening purſue his objee- 
tions into any detail. 

The reſolutions were now read a ſecond time, and, on the queſ- 
tion being put, were agreed to, and a bill ordered, 

Mr. ROSE moved, That it be an inftruQion to the gentlemen 
appointed to prepare and bring in the ſaid bill, that they do make 
proviſion therein for diſtinguiſhing commercial income from other 
income ; for requiring all partners in trade to be aſſeſſed before. the 
fame Commiſſioners ; for limiting the juriſdiction of the commer- 
cial Commiſſioners to returns from perſons whoſe income ſhall exceed 
a certain ſum; for regulating the mode of charging perſons in trade 
whoſe income ſhall be under a certain ſum ; for levying the daty 
on perſons who ſhall remove from one diſtrid to another; and for 
explaining and amending the ſaid acts.“ And, That ſuch a num- 
ber of copies of the ſaid reſolutions be printed, as ſhall be ſuffieient 
for the uſe of the Members of the Houſe.” — Ordere. 

Mr. BRAGGE reported from the Committee of the whale 
Houſe, to whom it was referred to conſider of the duties payable un 
oil of turpentine imported into this kingdom, and who were in- 
ſtructed to conſider of the duties and drawbaeks payable on tar im- 
ported into and exported from this kingdom, the reſolutions which 
the Committee had directed him to report to the Houſe; which he 
read in his place, and afterwards delivered in at the table;- as fal- 
low, viz. ons aud 

% Reſoved, That the duties now 1 on as importation of 
oil of turpentine, except the duties impoſed thereon by an act 
made in the 38th year of the reign of his preſent Majeſty, for the 
better protection of the trade of this 9 and rer en 
do ceaſe and determine. 

* Reſolved, That a duty of two ane milf be 8 upon 
every pound weight of oil of turpentine imported into this kingdom, 
and-ſuch duty ſhall be ſubject and liable to the additional duty of 

51. per cent. and 51. per cent. granted by two _ of. enn 
year of his preſent Majeſty on goods ĩim porte. 1) 

> © Reſolved, That the duties and drawbacks now 8 on tar 

imported into or exported from this kingdom, except the duties im- 
poſed thereon by an act made in the 38th year of the reign f his 
pteſent Majeſty, for the better protection of the trade of this TO 
dom and other purpoſes, do ceaſe and determine. 4% 
47 3 | 


ay 
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% Reſolved, That a duty of nine ſhillings and four pence be 
charged upon every laſt containing twelve barrels, each barrel not 
exceeding thirty-one gallons and a half, of tar, nut being the pro- 
duct of any of the dominions or plantations of the Crown of 
Great Britain, imported into this kingdom in a Britiſh-built 
ſhip. | | 
_ «©. Reſolved, That a drawback of eight ſhillings and four pence 
be allowed upon the exportation of every laſt containing twelve 
barrels, each barrel not exceeding thirty: one gallogs and a half, of 
tar, not being the product of any of the dominions or plantations of 

the Crown of Great Britain, d been imported into this ding 
dom i in a Britiſh- built ſhip, 

© ©& Reſolved, That a duty of ten ſhillings be charged upon every 
| laſt containing twelve barrels, each barrel not exceeding thirty-one 

gallons and a half, of tar, not being the product of any of the do- 
minions or plantations of the Crown of Great Britain, imported 
into this kingdom in a foreign ſhip. 

KReſolved, That a drawback of eight ſhillings and four pence 
be allowed upon the exportation of every laſt containing cwelve bar. 
rels, each barrel not exceeding thirty-one gallons and a half, of tar, 
- Hot being the product of any of the dominions or plantations of the 
Crown of Great Britain, having been imported into this kingdom 
in a foreign ſhip. 
«© Reſolved, That a duty of eight ſhillings and three pence be 
charged upon every laſt containing twelve barrels, each barrel not 
"exceeding thirty- one gallons and a half, of tar, being the pri duct of 
any of the dominions or plantations of the Crown of Great Biitain 
imported into this kingdom. 
„ e Reſolved, That a drawback of ſeven ſhillings and three pence 
'be allowed ypon every laſt containing twelve barrels, each barrel not 
: "excerding thirty-one gallons and a helf, of tar, being the product of 
"Wy of the dominions or plantations of the Crown of Great Britain 
. Exported from this kingdom. - 

1 Reſolved, That the ſaid duties upon tar ſhall be ſubject and 
. liable to the additional duties of 51. per cent. and 51. per cent, 
"granted by two aQs of the 37th year, of his preſent Majeſty on 
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HOUSE oF LORDS. „ ech 1 


The Houſe met at half paſt one - Chih? and went with the 
other Houſe of Parliament to St. James's, to preſent the joint ad- 
dreſs of both Houſes to His Majeſty, congratulating His Mejeſt 
on his miraculous and providential eſcape from the treaſonat le £4 
tempt which had lately been made againſt his facred perſon. On 
their Lordſhips' return, | 

Lord EL DON (who preſided in the abſence of the Lord Chan- 
cellor) acquainted their Lordſhips with His Majeſty's moſt _ 


OL Wn IO 1 EY 


8 


y anſwer to their addreſs. 11 I 
Ne The order of the day was then read for the Houſe to go into A {i i i 
J Committee on the Divorce Bill; and the Houſe having reſolved ir- a Hd | 
d ſelf accordingly into the faid Committee; TRY 
Lord ELpow roſe and propoſed a varicty of verbal amendments 10 000 

ee to many of the elauſes; for the better underſtanding of which, we lia 
u- inſert a copy of the ſeveral clauſes of the bil]. 4 Wi 
ar, « J. That, from and after the paſſing of this act, the commit- | Wy: 
he ting of adultery by any perſon with any married woman, ſuch per- N | N 
om ſon knowing the ſaid woman to be married, ſhall he deemed and 1 
taken to be a miſdemeanour at law, and ſuch perſon ſhall and .may Wo. 
be be proceeded againſt by information or inditment in reſpe& « of the | 1 
not fame, as a miſdemeanour ; provided, that whenever it (hall a; appea | h | 

| 


t of to the Court, upon the trial of any perſon proceeded againf i in 5 | i 
ain ſpect of ſuch miſdemeanour under this act, that by reaſon of eo - | Ji 
luſion or connivance on the part of the huſband of ſuch married | 9 if 
nee woman, or other circumftances in the conduct of the ſaid huſband, 0 
of which colluſion, connivance, and other circumſtances, it is 
hereby declared that the Court ſhall be competent, and is required 7 
receive evidence, that no action at law for damages could be m 
tained at the ſuit of ſuch huſband againſt the perſon alleged ta 1 
committed adultery with the wife of ſuch huſband, ſuch Perſqn 
— not be liable to be convicted or puniſhed | under or by virtue of : 
s act. 5 
II. Provided that no proſecution ſhall be commenced or e arried | 
on under or by virtue of this act, except "only i in the Court | of e King 's 
Bench; and that the offence ' ſhall be puniſhable, at the diſcretion -- 
of the ſaid Court, by fine and impriſonment, or either of them, 
and not otherwiſe ; and that any offence againſt this act may be 


gilt alleged and be laid, inquired of, and tried, in the county of Mid- 
115 dleſex. 
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III. Provided that nothing in this ad contained ſhall be 
deemed or taken to alter, vary, abridge, or affect, in any manner 
whatſoever, the juriſdĩction of any Court Eeeleſiaſtical or Tempo- 
ral, or of what nature ſoever, reſpecting or relating to adultery, 
. than as by this act is expreſsly provided. 

«© IV. And be it further enacted, that no bill of divorce, on 
account of adultery, for which the perſon alleged to have committed 
the ſaid'offence could be ſo preſented under this act, ſhall be exhi- 
bited in Parliament, unleſs the party ſeeking thereby to be divorced 
ſhall have proſecuted to conviction and judgment or to outlawry, 
under this act, the perſon alleged to have committed adultery with 
the party from whom he ſeeks to be divorced. |, 

„ v. And be it further enacted, that, from and aſter the end 
of the preſent ſeſſion of Parliament, when, upon any application 
made to Parliament for relief in the caſe of adultery, an ad of Par- 
liament ſhall paſs for the diſſolution of the marriage between the 
perſon ſo applying and the perſon complained of as having commit. 
ted adultery, it ſhall not be lawful for the perſon, on account of 
whoſe adultery ſuch marriage ſhall be ſo diſſolved, at or after ſuch 
diſſolution, to intermarry, or contract marriage, with the perſon who 
ſhall have been named in ſuch act as the perſon that has ee 
adultery with the party complained of. 

VI. And be it hereby further enacted by the authority Go 
laid, that if any perſon, on account of whoſe adultery ſuch mar- 
riage ſhall be ſo diffolved, ſhall at any time intermarry or contract 
marriage with the party named in ſuch act to have committed adul- 
tery with the perſon complained of, ſuch marriage, or contract of 
marriage, ſhall be deemed unlawful, and abſolutely null and void, 
to all intents and purpoſes whatſoever. | 
VII. And be it further enacted, by the authority aforeſaid, 

that nd bill ſhall hereafter be exhibited, for diflolving any marriage 
or contract of marriage, unleſs there be a clauſe or particular words 
Inſerted therein, to declare, that it ſhall not be law ful for the per- 
ſon, on account of whoſe adultery ſuch marriage ſhall be ſo diſſolved, 
bs inter mary or contract marriage, after ſuch diſſolution, with the 
perſon named in ſuch bill as the perſon who has committed adultery 
with the party complained of; and that no bill for diſſolving ſuch 
marriage ſhall hereafter be beceiyed in either Houſe of Parliament, 
unleſs ſuch clauſe or words be firſt inſerted or contained therein.“ 

The "amendments of his Lordſhip were merely verbal, and 
amounted to three in number. The firſt of them related to the firſt 
elauſe; in which his Lordſhip moved, chat where the words infot⸗ 
mation or indictment“ occur, the words information vrꝰ be heft 
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out; which was agreed to, and thus the offence was to be made 
puniſhable criminally by ĩindictment only. 

The ſecond amendment related to that part of the firſt clauſe, Fo 
cifying particular circumſtances in the conduct of the huſband, 
which ſhould preclude him from preferring ſuch indictment. In 
this part, therefore, he moved, that the words“ other /circum- 
ſtances in the conduct,“ be left out. His Lordſhip prefaced this 
amendment by ſtating, that it was now ſettled law, that where the 
parties lived under a deed of ſeparation executed by the huſband 
and wife, no action would lye againſt a perſon committing adultery 
with her. The principle of this determination, in the language of 
lawyers, was, that the git of the action was the comfort and com- 
pany of the wife ; whence it followed, that where the huſband 
lived under ſuch circumſtances as to preclude himſelf from enjoying 
ſuch comfort and company, he had no right to complain of the loſs 
of them. For his part, he never thought that a wife could legally 
execute ſuch a deed of ſeparation ; but if ſhe ſhould by the recom- 
mendation and influence of the huſband attempt to do ſo, he was of 
opinion, that the ſemblance of ſuch a deed, as it precluded the huſ- 
band from maintaining an action, ſhould alſo incapacitate him to 
prefer an indidment. On this ground, therefore, and with this 
view, he wiſhed to remove all doubt and objection that might ariſe 
from the introduction of particular words, and leave the clauſe ge- 
neral ; ſo that it ſhould be plainly underſtood that no indictment 
ſhould lye where an action could not be maintained.” The amend- 
ment was then put and carried. 

The third amendment propoſed to be made related to the * 
cond clauſe, in which his Lordſhip moved, that after the words 
except only” in the original bill, ſhould be added by ſuch 
huſband or wife,” which was alſo agreed to. The object of this 
amendment was to prohibit any perſon, except the huſband of the 
adultreſs or the wife of the adulterer, from preferring ſuch indict» 
ment. 

Lord GUILFORD proſeſſec himſelf much ſatisfied whti the 
amendments which had juſt been propoſed by the learned and 
noble Lord; they in a great meaſure removed his objections to the 
bill; he had till, however, ſome arguments to urge againſt its ten- 
dency ; ; but as he underſtood that the general principle of the. bill 
vas to be fully diſcuſſed on the report, he would reſerve for that og: 
cation what objections remained upon his mind. againſt the meaſure. 
The DUKE of CLARENCE confeſſed that he laboured un: 
dert a variety of difficulties in addreſſing their Lordſhips on) the 
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frequent in their attendarice than he was, and who were far more 
converſant with the rules and order. of parhiamentary proceedings, 
Moreover, the high veneration he entertained: for the learning, wiſ. 
dum and integrity of the learned Lords, and more particularly for 
thoſe. who ſo ably ꝓrefided over that Houſe, involved him in addi- 
tional embarrafiment, when, on a point fo delicate and intficate as 
the preſent, he preſumed to differ in opinion from them. He had 
already indeed offered his ſentiments upon the meaſure now under 
their Lordſhips' conſideration ; but he thought that in every ſtage of- 
3-it'was open for him ſtill ae to explain the motives and rea- 
ſons on which he reſted his oppoſition to it, as he regarded the dif- 
ſerent ſtages through which it paſſeg as ſo many opportunities of 
renewing an adjourned debate. He would now, therefore, point 
his oppoſition more particularly againſt that clauſe of the bill which 
went to conſtitute the committing of adultery a miſdemeanour, and 
to authoriſe its being proceeded againſt as ſuch. The admiſſion of 
this clauſe would, in his humble opinion, produce a very material 
alteration in the exiſting law of the land, which, if poſſible, ſhould 
be avoided, or not reſorted. to without the moſt urgent neceſſity. 
The crime of adultery was, no doubt, a crime of the moſt heinous 
nature : it was ſaid that of late it had much increaſed ; that the 
increafing number of divorce bills was an obvious proof of it. 
This; he muſt own, was a plauſible argument; but it did not make 
upan'his mind the fame forcible impreſſion which it ſecmed to 
make on that of many noble Lords, though he ſincerely lamented 
that a crime fo e ee ee and ed poſer of ſociety 
thould exiſt at all. | 
If a ſeverer puniſhment was to be inflited upon this crime, it 
was his wiſh that-its increaſed ſeverity ſhould rather fall on the man 
than on the woman ; but this would not be the caſe under the ope- 
ration of the meaſure now-propoled. There was another conſider- 
ation. to which he begped leave to ſolicit the attention of their 
Lordſhips. It was doubted whether the crime of adultery was not 
more frequently committed by perſons in higher life, than by the 
middle and lower claſſes of fociety ; he would leave to thoſe who 
bad better information to decide upon this point. He would only 
contend, that the perpetration of the crime ſeemed to fix a greater 
ſtigma on the higher than on the lower clafſes. The propoſed pu- 
niſhment of fine ſeerned to have the higher rank of ſociety more 
particularly in view ; and it might be wiſe and politic to conſider 
- how far it might — aim a legiſlative meaſure againſt the 
dignified orders of the ſtate, as, by affecting their dignity, 2 
affect —ä— and dignity of the n — 
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objections were ſtrong againſt this clauſe ; but he was not prepared 
to ſay that he would divide the Houſe upon it. His Royal High-, 
neſs concluded by a moſt pathetic appeal to the Houſe, to conſult 
the fair conſtituents of their boſoms !_ He aſked the Right Reverend 
Prelates—he aſked the noble Lords who are advocating the cauſe 
of female proſtitution for life, in order to reclaim the deluded. fait 
one— he aſked all the abettors of that abominable; bill, if they had 
once ſcriouſly conſulted their tea tables at home? if they had ones 
deigned to ſolicit, and to liſten to, from the modeſt lips of the dear 
partners of their heart, one convincing and deciſive curtain lecture 
on the ſubjeQ ? if they had held one fair and focial bed of juſtice # 
And if the Reverend Prelates, and the whole Lords who are the 
friends of this bill, would but for once diſtruſt their opinions, and 
conſult the fair partners of their heart, it might not be.too much ta 
expe that they would be induced to abandon- this abominable 
meaſure. * : 5 * > — N , a * 

Lord ELDON, in anſwer to his Royal Highneſs, obſerved, that 
for the laſt ſeventeen years it fell to his lot to propoſe many regula» 
tions affecting the policy or the law of the country; and it was ge- 
nerally his practice to bring forward in fome clauſes of thoſe bills 
the matter in as many different ways as it admitted of, in order that 
the Legiſlature might have the opportunity of confidering each, and 
ſeleQing what it might deem to be the beſt. - Under that im- 
preſſion, the clauſes adverted to by the Royal Duke were diQated. 
The propriety of attaching the propoſed puniſhments was to be con- 
ſidered by their Lordſhips ; and the election of either fine or impris 
ſonment was to be confided to thoſe who adminiſtered-the.juſtice:of 
the country, to be applied as right and juſtice ſhould dictate. For 
the Legiſlature to eſtabliſh the propoſition generally. was impoſlibles 
Much was neceſſarily confided to thoſe who pteſided in Courts of 
Juſtice. Caſes oceurred every day in which the :puniſhing with 
fine or impriſonment would be reſpectively proper. Where a fine 
was proper in one cafe, in another it might'be-x bad diſpenſation of 
juſtice. It was one of the characteriſtie principles of the Britiſh 
Conſtitution, and one that rendered it ſuperior! to all others in the 
world, that the Legiſlature, in deciding upon ſuch points, confidered 
Judges to be men, not infallible; but liable, Nhe others, to act erro- 
neouſly; The queſtion here was clearly, whether ſuch »diſcretigns 
ary power in applying the; puniſhment ſhould be entruſted - to h 
Jadicature/ of theicountry ?—T's make a general and pofuſvei rulę 
iN ſueh · caſes would be unjuſt and impolitie indeed, as nlnety- want 
cars involving any miſcarriage of juſiice, would then etiſuefd for 
obi that 360k* fade under the! pteſent- f m Their Lordihite 
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admidiſtration of juſtite in general caſts, and Tegarding Courts of 
Juffice tobe compoſed of men. 

The DUXE of © of CLARENCE profeſſed the higheft reſpect for 
te learned Judpes who now prefided in the different Courts of 
Juftice, and aſked whether the man who was found guilty of adul- 
tery ſhould be liable both to fine or impriſonment, and alſo to an 
Action of damages, according to the law as it now ſtood ? 

Tord ELDON again quitted the woolfack, and ſaid, that the 
#hpfieved party might fue for damages, and on a principle analogous 
to a variety of law caſes, where individuals were puniſhable ay 
Etiminals, and liable, at the ſame time, to actions for damages —at 
the ſatisfaction rendered to the public in the former caſe was none 
to the individual. Such was this bill. However, in his own view 
bf the queſtion, his Lordſhip was not convinced of the pr 
of ſuffering the power to remain, on the ground he had ſtated on 2 
former night, that the reſult of ſuch an aQion could afford no real 
compenſation for the injury ſuſtained ; at the ſame time he was far 
from being certain, that it was expedient for the general intereſt to 
take away the power of ſuing for damages. The bill, in its various 
provifions, was calculated for the genera! intereſt of all ranks of ſo- 
eiety. For the middle claſſes, ſuch a power was perhaps particu- 
larly proper. Let their Lordfhips conceive the ſituation of a man 
with a large family, happy in the affections of a wife, to whoſe 
tate, in ſuch clafſes-of fociety, was chiefly confided what regarded 
tlic wortüre and education of his offspring : let them ſuppoſe this 
deprived, by the artifices of another perſon of a higher rank 
n life, of the comforts he derived from the ſociety of his wife, and 
bf the aſſiſtanee he received from her in ameliorating the condition 
bf his children. Not only are his feelings wounded in the tendereſt 
point, but he is expoſed to many and great expences, to which, if 


| that protectreſs of his family had been permitted peaccably and in- 


Hocently to remain with him, he would not have been liable. How 
Vas he to be inderrinified for ſuch expences,” if an action of damages 
&outd no longer be refbrted to? This was a point to which he would 
de further ohſide ratio; he would now only obſerve again, that 
y ingvidyal in the country, however humble his condition, was 
able in the eye of the law, while the Conftitution, by one of 
10 ff and MHðſt Val bade dceelleneles, particutarly diſtinguiſhed the 


- diffe ent radations of rank. 


{the fobrthclaufe;” which cradie, i that no bin ef Dive 
übte rebettet tinfeſs chere was a/clauſe ſpecifying that the auld 
terer had been proſecuted to Gnviftion or outlawry,” being read, 
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Lord WESTMORELAND objeAcd, as being nugatory and.of 
no effect whatever, as no act paſſed by this Parliament, or in 
ſeſſion, could bind another Parliament, or the next ſeſſion. There 
were many caſes alſo to which the proviſion could not apply; for 
inſtance, one which occurred at the Bar ſome time ſince, when 
adultery was proved, by the lady having had a child while her buſy 
band was abroad, and in which it did not appear who was the adul 
terer. In a caſe like this, it was impoſſible to proſecute. Av, 
ther difficulty would ariſe in the caſe of the other Houſe rejecting 
ſuch a clauſe, by which means this new proviſion would have by 
effect whatever. 

Lord MULGRAVE alſo oppoſed a meaſacs. which went to 
alter the principles of the law of England, and would in itſclf be 
nugatory. He ridiculed the idea of firſt making a ſubſtantive law, 
enaQing, that no divorces ſhould be granted, except when the adul- 
terer was proſecuted to conviction or outlawry; and afterwards re- 
quiring, that in each particular divorce a clauſe ſhould be inſerted, to 
1 ſtate that the general law had been complied with. He wondered 
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0 how either the principles or the taſte of any noble Lord could have 
0 led him to propoſe ſuch a Bal hos of Dun an anti: climax 
* in parliamentary proceedings; 

1 In both the tropies is our langua f 

yy 7e And part of Flanders has recery* 22 — 

ed Lord ELDON ſaid, the objeQions juſt urged had alſo occurred. 


his to him in drawing up the bill; and he had taken every means in 
nk his power to obviate them, as would be found in the detail. To 
nd remove the difficulty firſt ſuggeſted, the words were, whers 
jon the adulterer could be proſecuted,” &c.* The other objeQion was 
reſt much more formidable ; as he acknowledged, that the omnipotencg 
if of the exiſting Parliament was always ſufficient to throw off any re- 
im ſtraints that might have been laid upon ĩt by any of its predeceſſors. 
ow MW But it was at leaſt ſomething, that the attention of the Legiſlature 
ves WW ſhould be drawn to each particular inſtance ; and that when the 
wid law was to be diſpenſed with, it would require a ſpecific act of Para 
that liament, As to the matter of taſte, it was that which governed 
was the Legiſlature in enaQing that, whenever a loan was made, a a ſum 
e ef Could alſo be provided for its liquidation by the Sinking Fund. 
The ſame proviſion was enacted whenever the reſtrictive clauſes * 
the naturalization were ſuſpended. 


Te DUKE of CLARENCE fa,” that though he, did not 
fk ag puta —— 
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tonſider bimſelf as precluded from objeQing to it when the _ 
principle came to be diſcufſed. 


Lord GRENVILLE faid, he could ſee t improper in the 
Clauſe that had been ſo much objected to. It would by no means 
limit the omnipotence of Parliament, as it might be repealed at any 
future period. It would ſerve a very beneficial end, in giving no- 
tice to parties not to apply for what they were unlikely to obtain; 
und thus ſaving them much unneceſſary expence, trouble, and 
anxiety. The caſe was exactly ſimilar to that mentioned by the 
noble and learned Lord, with regard to naturalization. If a clauſe 
of this nature were not introduced into bills for divorcing a man 
From his wife, a vinculo matrimonit, ſhe would be at liberty to mary 


her ſeducer. 


It was likewiſe proper that the attention of Parlia- 
ment ſhould be directed to every particular caſe, that they might 
diſtinctly examine into its merits. Perhaps there might be in- 
ſtances where it might be expedient to relax from their uſual ſeve- 
Tity, and allow a clauſe to be introduced for perm wing the parties to 
Intermarry ; and he ſhould be ſorry if their Lordſhips ſhould not 
be at liberty to exercife ſuch lenity upoh a proper occaſion. | 
The Earl of WEST MORELAND ſaid, that the noble Lord 


ſeemed to underſtand the clauſe to be nothing more than a ſtanding 


order of the Houſe, and he believed the noble Lord was right in 
ſo thinking. But if it was to ſerve no other end, would it not be 


much better to make a ſtanding order for that purpoſe, and not to 
«paſs a legiſlative act where it was altogether unneceflary ? 


Lord GUILFORD faid, that the ſolemn act of the two Houſes 
of Parliament would have a much more powerful effect than a ſtand- 
*ing order-of one-of them could poſſibly have. Orders, it was well 
known to their Lordſhips, were frequently evaded. | 

The Duke of CLARENCE begged it might be underſtood, 

that if he made no farther objeQion to this clauſe, he by no means 
approved of it; and he hoped that this acquieſcence would not pre- 

clude him from delivering his ſentiments on the parts of the 0 
2 were to follow. 

Lord HOBART faid, he was aſd: to ſee that the meaſure. was 
0h feebly oppoſed, as he was pens: it would prove moſt auer 
and benefſcial. 

* . nn was bon. ra, and the clauſe agreed to without 
Dee / ON DIO 2. 45000 
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\.-Lord-MULGRAVE. roſe. to oppoſe it. He {aid that he highly 
approved of the firſt clauſes of the bill. It was moſt juſt and expedient 
that the adulterer ſhould ſuffer for his wiekedneſꝭ; but he felt greater 
abhorrence at the latter clauſes, than admiration at the firſt, and: if 


they were to be included in. the ſame bill, he muſt ſeel it his duty 


to vote againſt a bill which would be the cauſe of much n mif- 
chief than advantage. 


»-{ The ſubſtance of his Lordſhip's ſpeech has been given mi the 
date-of May 16, pages 619—634 |]. 

Lord HAY {Earl of Kinnoul) ſaid, that he approved of the fir 
clauſes of the bill on the ſame grounds with the noble Lord, and 
on the ſame grounds he diſapproved of the latter. It was highly 


improper that the ſeducer ſhould not be made to marry the woman 


he ſeduees : 


————- Nee lex eſt juſtior ulla 
Quam necis artificis arte perire fua, 


The preventing women who had been divorced from marrying wich 


the perſon who had ſeduced them, he maintained, would operate to 
prevent the return of a woman who had been ſeduced to the paths 
of virtue : would exclude her from acquiring an honourable fitua- 
tion in ſociety ; and compei her to live in a ſtate of degradation, 
abhorrent to her feelings. 

Lord ELDON contended, that the man was puniſhed. who 7 
duced, as well as the woman; he was prevented from being * 
ably united to the perſon whom perhaps he moſt deſired. Thi 
he thought, would conſiderably reduce the many inſtances of adult 
tery. The bill, beſides, was caleulated to promote the general 
purpoſes of humanity and tenderneſs ; and if not adopted ag 
mode of puniſhment, muſt be conſidered at leaſt as a means, of 
prevention. The only queſtion for their Lordſhips to conſider 
was, whether the frequeney of adultery would, or would not, be * 
miniſhed by che preſent bill ? | 

The Biſhop of ROCHESTER faid, he did not then mean to 
debate at length the clauſe againſt which ſo much objection had 
been urged, though he would maintain by argument, on the third 
reading of the bill, that it was not a clauſe of puniſnment, but a 
Clauſe of prevention; and he was not a little ſurpriſed at hearipg 
from the noble Lord who. ſpoke. laſt but one (Lord Hay, Eprl of 
Kinnoul), an application to the noble Lord who origina ing: 
duced the; bill to leave out that claufe which was in fact thermoſt 
eſſectial of the whole bill, becauſe; it was that, which, in — 4 
diam was Caleulated:officagjouſly $9:prexent the g fim ot adult 
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ground of its inequality, becauſe it went merely to puniſh the adul- 
treſs, and not the ſeducer; now that this objection was cured, by 
ſubjecting the adulterer to a criminal trial for a miſdemeanour, pu- 
niſhable by fine or impriſonment, and that the bill was made to 
operate on both parties, the noble Lord defired that the bill might 
ence more be made unequal, by only letting thoſe clauſes remain 
which went to puniſh the adulterer. He had been miſunderſtood, 
the Biſhop ſaid, by an illuſtrious Duke, who had ſtated, that he 
(the Biſhop) had aſſerted, that, as the law now ſtood, the divorced 
wife married to her ſcducer lived in adultery, and her offspring were 
baſtardiaed; he had made no ſuch aſſertion, well knowing that by 
the-law of the land ſuch marriage was at preſent legal, and the 
children legitimate. Speaking, however, on matters of law, he 
mult conſider himſelf reſpecting them as an unlearned man, com- 
pared to the high authorities of noble and- learned Lords. But 
there was one part of the law with which he was better acquainted, 
viz. the eccleſiaſtical law, and he knew that by the law of God, 
the woman who married the man that had committed adultery with 
her, did continue in the commiſſion of a foul crime. That aſſer- 
tion he would ſtand by, and- maintain it whenever it was called in 
queſtion. With regard to what the illuſtrious Duke had ſaid, of 
bis taking objection to the baſtardizing clauſe in divorce bills, he 
had uniformly done ſo, as often as he had been in the Houſe, when 
divorce bills had been under conſideration ; and he ſhould con- 
tinue to oppoſe ſuch clauſes, becauſe he conceived that the Houſe had 
u right to take upon itſelf the deciding that the iflue, born of a 
— woman during her coverture, were illegitimate. It was mat- 
ter that muſt come before a mueh higher tribunal than that of man. Win re 
The Duke of CLARENCE defended the noble Lord in the infinuate 
green ribbon (Lord Hay) from the objection which the Reverend W when he, 
Prelato (the Biſhop of Rocheſter) had tated againſt the clauſe which of baſtar 
prevented the ſeducer and the ſeduced from intermarrying. His when ſep 
— — maintained that the clauſe in queſtion was highly. W - The | 
objcRionable, and ineffeAually cruel. He inſtanced the ſeverity | 


that it by no means leſſened the crime. King Edgar puniſhed an 
adulterer, by living three days every week, for a long period, on 
bread and water; yet that did not leſſen the erims. An adulterer, 
—— —— Oe ET became the property of the King 
to be employed in hard labour at home, or ſent abroad to the wars; 
yet adultery was not ebecked. Canute puniſhed adultery by de. 
priving te. adulterer of certain parts, and by cutting off the. nol 
IEEE c 
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and woman, this cruel law was calculated ta operate the moſt be. 
noficial'effets. But ſo far was it, ſaid his Royal Highneſs, from 
effecting the remedy, that Canute, finding-eutting off noſe and ears; 
&c. did not deter, he decreed,” that the offending; parties ſhould: live 
ina ſtate of celibacy ! Amid all this ſeeming regard for eonjugal 
fidelity and ſanQity of manners, however, the Popiſh clergy of the 
middle ages, while they enacted canons againſt adultery, and pu- 
niſhed it with excommunication, were themſelves, he was ſorry to 
fay, a kind of licenſed adulterers! Their adulteries were carried to 
ſuch lengths as to be ſcarcely credited, unleſs aſſured of them by 
the moſt authentic records! His Royal Highneſs maintained, that 
his noble friend was right in aſſerting, that if the objectionable 
elauſes which had been ſo much the ſubjeR of cenſure were omitted, 
the bill would be more likely to paſs without oppoſition. - Wick 
reſpect to the Reverend Prelate's deeming himſelf an unlearned 
man on ſubjects of law, he believed that opinion was peculiar to 
bimſelf, as all their Lordſhips knew how full of general ſcience the 
Reverend Prelate's mind was; but that although he had declared 
that he knew the Ecclefiaſtical Law better than the Common Law, 
and therefore would maintain that the woman who married her 
ſedueer continued to live in the commiſſion of the foul crime of 
adultery, he hoped, ſpeaking with all due deference, he might onters 
tain a different opinion. He would, however, take the liberty to ſtate 
the grounds of his objeQions to the clauſe more at large on the third 
reading of the bill. | | [it 3: C3 © Lab 
The Biſhop of ROCHESTER could not help expreſſing his 
aſtoniſhment at ſuch frequent references to his former ſentimetits; 
With regard to his ſanction of baſtardy, as the illuſtrious Duke had 
infinuated, the obſervation ſhewed a miſconception of his ideas ; for 
when he, at the diſcuſſions alluded to, had oppoſed the law in favour 
of baſtardy, it was applied to-the woman when under coverture, nat 
when ſeparated from her huſband, and living in open adulter. 
The Earl of GULLFORD wiſhed to offer a few obſcrvatiang 
notwithſtanding his intention of entering more fully into the | 
in the next ſtage of the buſineſs. The law now propoſed was, it 
his opinion, pregnant with many evils to ſociety. It ſhould, theres 
fore, have his ſtrenuous oppeſition. He did not altogether approvs 
of the word unlearned when applied to-their Lordſhips'; for every 
nodlo Lord was ſuppoſed to have ſome knowledge of the fabjeH 
under diſcuſſion, with pretty accurate ideas of tho Conftitution of 
the Country. As to points of Law, he would not attempt to be a8 
teatned as ſome of the noble Peers preſem *- His- Lordchip per- 
Aly agreed / wih a Right Reverend Prelate (Rocheſter), that the 
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majority of the Houſe were incompetent to the taſk, The Right 
Reverend Prelate had diſclaimed a profound knowledge of the laws 
of the land ; but the Right Reverend Prelate had in the ſame 
breath ſaid, that he knew the law of God, and that by the law of 
God the parties apainſt whom the preſent bill was intended to ope- 
rate lived together generally In the moft foul and open adultery, 
4c I will not (ſaid his Lordſhip) enter into a debate with the Right 
Reverend Prelate on the law of God; it would be acting with 
greater propriety for both of us to conſent to the poſtponement of 
ſuch a diſcuſſion, and to refer the Gecifion to the Great Tribunal, 
when the laſt judgment will de given, and which I hope and believe 
will be tempered with mercy!” The bill, he ſaid, tended rather 
to increaſe the number of adulteries than to diminiſh them, becauſe 
it almoſt compelled the unfortunate woman, who had been divorced, 
to eontinue to live in a ſtate of adultery with her ſeducer, by exelud- 
ing her from the beſt poſſible means of enabling her to be reſtored 
again into decent ſociety. A noble relation of his had faid, that 
he foreſaw the amendments made that day would ſhorten debate 
upon the bill, by removing moſt of the objections to it. As the 
beſt means of putting an end to oppoſition to the bill, the Earl re- 
commended to the noble mover of the bill to agree to leave out the 
objectionable clauſes. i 

Lord GRENVILLE roſe, not, he ſaid, to go into long argu- 


ment in defence of the clauſe in queſtion, but merely to repeat, as 


the noble Earl had done, in a general way, his reaſons for thinking 
the clauſe highly important to the cauſe of virtue and morality, 
which were undoubtedly confiderations of a „paramount nature to 
that of the ſituation of a wife who had deviated from her duty, 
and violated her ſalemn contract at the altar. The clauſe had, in 
his mind, been well ſtated by his noble and learned friend, not to 
be a clauſe of direct puniſhment, but a clauſe of prevention, operat- 
ing through the medium of puniſhment. Such, in fact, it was; 
and therefore a moſt effential part of the bill. Nor could he help 
expreſſing his ſurpriſe, that noble Lords, ſo well informed, and ſo 
well inclined towards the promotion of general morality as he was 
happy to know his noble friend (Lord Mulgrave) and the other 
noble Lords were who objected to the clauſe, ſhould waſte their 
ingenuity by conjuring up arguments to excite falſe pity for a fe- 
male, who by her own criminal act had put herſelf into that ſitus- 
tion which they ſo feelingly deplored. 

The clauſe was agreed to. 

The fixth clauſe paſſed without objection, 
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Upon the laſt clauſe, that enacting ** that no bill ſhould here- 
after be exhibited for diſſolving any marriage, or contract of mar- 
riage, unleſs there be a clauſe, or particular words therein, declaring 
that it ſhall not be lawful for the perſon, on account of whoſe adul- 
tery ſuch marriage ſhall be fo diſſolved, to intermarry, &c. with the 
perſon named in ſuch bill as the perſon who has committed adul- 
terywith the party complained of, &c. &c. 

The DUKE of CLARENCE ſaid, as every noble Lord agreed 
that that part of the bill, though it was a public bill, might be 
eounteracted and ſet aſide by any private bill of divorce, he thought 
it lefſened the effect of the bill, by enacting a kind of ſtanding or- 
der liable to be departed from in future practice. 7 

The Houſe was reſumed, and the report was read by the Chair- 
man and agreed to. 


— » Mit. 
1 — 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Wedneſday, May 21. 


The Houſe afſembled at a quarter paſt one; and after ſome un- 
important buſineſs was tranſacted, the Speaker was dreſſed in his ; 
robes of ſtate, and proceeded to the Lords to carry the addreſs to 


His Majeſty at St. James's, attended by a conſiderable number of 
Members. 


Thurſday, May 22. N 


Mr. SPEAKER reported, that both Houſes had attended His Mas 
jeſty yeſterday with their Addreſs ; to which His Majeſty _ 
pleaſed to give this moſt gracious Anſwer : 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 
[ receive with increaſed ſatisfaFion every freſb teflimony of that 
invariable attachment, of which your conduct has afforded me ſo many. 
prof. The feady leyaliy and affettion of my people animate all my, 
endeavours for their welfare ; and I am confident, that I can make. ng 
mare acceptable return for that protection which has been vouch, 744 10 ta 
me, and to my family, than ly perſevering in my unremitting ſolicituds 
fir the happineſs of 2 whoſe intereſts Providence has e, % 


my charge, 


4 


i n 
The Houſe * N itſelf into a Cominittee of the Ney 

Houſe, to conſider of an Act made in the 31ſt year of the be fog of 

His preſent Majeſty, intituled, An Act to telieve; upon conditions, 


and under reſtrictions, the perſons therein deſcribed, from certain 
Vor. XI. 4 R 
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| penalties and diſabilities to which Papiſts, or perſons profeſſing the 


i igion, are by law ſubject.“ 
* — MILDMAY ſaid, Sir, having moved for the 
appointment of this Committee, I ſhall think it neceſſary to preface 
the reſolutions I ſhall preſently ſubmit to their concurrence, with a 
few remarks which, from my local reſidence in a populous city that 
has lately been the reſidence of many of the emigrant prieſts and 
cthers, have occurred to my obſervation, and which I think it my 
duty to ſubmit to the ſerious and attentive conſideration of Parlia- 
ment. [I beg leave, Sir, in the firſt place, to profeſs myſelf to be 
one of thoſe who think that if there is any peculiarly prominent 
feature, if there is any thing that eminently marks and diflinguiſhes 
the Britiſh charaQer in the eventful period of the laſt ten years, it 
is to be found in the humane protection that has been extended to 
the emigrants ; it is to be found in the unlimited bounty and in- 
dulgence that has been extended to that unfortunate, and in my 
mind meritorious elaſs of men, who have preferred the loſs of their 
property, the ſacrifice of all their temporal intereſts, and aQuual 
expulſion from their native country, to the abandonment of their 
principles and of their religion, to a participation in the atheiſm and 
anarchy of Republican France. And it gives me, Sir, infinite ſa- 
tisfaction to be enabled to ſtate to the Committee, that, ſo far as my 
own obſervations and experience have gone, the generoſity that has 


been ſo liberally afforded by the country has, generally ſpeaking, 


been juſtified by the moſt regular and the moſt peaceful demeanour 3 
by the moſt unaſſuming and the moſt unobtruſive gratitude on ” 
part of thoſe who have thus largely partaken of our bounty: and 
am the laſt man alive who would wiſh to contract that bounty 
which has ſupported them, or to contract that ſpirit of toleration 
that has admitted the Catholic emigrants to the tree exerciſe of _ 
religious duties, ſo long as they are confined within the 3 4 
decency and moderation, ſo long as they are not ſubverſive of the 
laws and conſtitution of this country, ſo — as they are not in- 
ſiſtent with the ſafety of the Church and State. 

"The various . with which this country abounds for — re- 
ception of theſe unfortunate fugitives, who have been expelled ous 
their ſanQuary, who have been driven from that ſeeluſion whic ; 
rendered them unfit for the intercourſe of the world, by a ſavage ” 
atrocious ſpirit of devaſtation that has [wept away and —_— 
every monument and veſtige of religion within the range ot m_ 
fluence, is highly to the honour and credit of this country. = 
however tq our honour it may be to have afforded protection to 


7 i iſe of 
individuals, and to have tolerated them in the private exereiſe 
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their religious duties, I cannot conceive that it ever was the intention 
of Government to encourage the permanent re-eſtabliſhment of 
monaſtic inſtitutions in this Proteſtant country. However to our 
honour it may be to have ſuffered thoſe individuals, who had previ- 
ouſly bound themſelves to the duties of a monaſtic life, to diſcharge, 
in this country, thoſe vows whenec, in their mind, no human power 
could releaſe them, I think ſuch indulgence ought to expire with 
the life of the preſent incumbents ; that we ought not to ſuffer the 
vacancies which may happen to riſe in ſuch communities to be filled 
up by ſubjects of this country, actually profeſſed fince their reſidence 
here ; and that we ſhould, on all grounds, carefully guard againſt 
the admiſſion of any new members into theſe ſocieties, whoſe firſt 
obligation on entering into them is ſubverſive of thoſe laws and liber- 
ties which the wiſdom and policy of our anceſtors long ſince intro- 
duced amongſt us. It falls within my own obſervation to know, 
that, in each of the two monaſtic ſocieties eſtabliſhed at Wincheſter, 
ſeveral different perſons had been ſuffered actually to profeſs them- 
ſelves, and to take both veils ſince their reſidence there: and the in- 
formation that has been communicated to me leads me to underſtand 
that a great variety of ſimilar inſtances might be produced from 
different parts of the country where theſe monaſtic ſocieties have 
been ſuffered to eſtabliſh themſelves. I do not mean to ſay that 
theſe proceedings have hitherto gone to any alarming extent ; but I 
think they are practices which ought to be diſcountenanced, to be 
checked in the bud : we may otherwiſe live to lament that the na- 
tional humanity has been abuſed, and that Parliament, by voting 
money for their ſubſiſtence, has in ſome degree been made a party 
to the revival of what ſeems to us the moſt unnatural part of the 
Romiſh faith, when it may be too late to ſuppreſs and to extirpate 
the evils which the influence of ſuch a ſyſtem may have introduced 
into the country. I am fo fully perſuaded that it is only neceſſary 
to ſhew the exiſtence of the fact, that perſons are aQually availing 
themſelves of the indulgence of.the country to profeſs and initiate 
new members into ſocieties not allowed by law, to ſhew the neceſlity 
of additional reſtraint on this ſubject, that I ſhall for the preſent con- 
tent myſelf with ſtating that the reſolution I mean to propoſe is fimi- 
lar to a regulation which I underſtand to have taken place in the 
year 1763, when the Catholic province of Canada was ceded to 
this country, namely, to place within the protection of the law thoſe 


convents which actually exiſt, but to ſuffer, on no pretence what- 


ever, the admiſſion of any new members into ſuch ſocieties. Ano- 
ther ſubje& to which I wiſh to call the attention of the Committee 
ariſes from circumſtances which have given conſiderable alarm and 
+ KR-4 
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uneaſineſs to the minds of thoſe whoſe high ſituations in the regular 
church have placed the intereſts of the Proteſtant communion par- 
ticularly in their hands, namely, from the recent foundation of a 
great variety of Catholic ſchools, many of which are engrafted on, 
and under the immediate ſuperintendance and influence of their 
monaſtic eſtabliſhments. To each of the two Monaſteries eſtabliſhed 
at Wincheſter is annexed a ſchool for the education of female chil- 
dren, which was not in exiſtence previous to the inſtitution of theſe 
convents, and which, till lately, from the aſſiduity of the advocates 
of this ſyſtem, have conſiderably increaſed, and I am told, are til! 
augmenting in the number of their pupils. I think it very material 
that the public ſhould be enabled, as far as poſſible, to aſcertain the 
views and object of theſe ſeminaries, We cannot ſuppoſe that the 
members of a convent can have any natural ties to induce them to 
undertake ſuch an office ; and I think we may reaſonably apprehend, 
as the fact is that the public do apprehend, that the intention is not 
merely to educate children in the common tenets of the Romith 
faith, but to give a total aſcendancy to the minds of their pupils, to 
familiarize and attach them to the ſuperior duties and ſecluſion of a 
monaſtic life, ſo as hereafter to ſecure a ſupply to fill thoſe vacancies 
which may happen to ariſe in theſe monaſtic eſtabliſhments. . How 
far the Committee will think it conſiſtent with their duty to ſanction 
practices which at leaſt may be ſuſpected to have theſe objeas in 
view, I cannot determine, but I am confident that I ſhould not have 
diſcharged my duty if J had neglected to comply with the general 
voice of the public, laity as well as clergy, in ſubmitting the ſubject 
to the attention of Parliament. I profeſs myſelf as warm a friend 
to toleration in matters of conſcience as any man living, and no one 
more ſincerely rejoices that thoſe penal laws, which were long a dit- 
grace to our ſtatute book, have of late years been in a great meaſure 
ſuſpended ; but I muſt ſtill think that, having admitted up- 
wards of 5000 prieſts into this country, of a perſuaſion inimical to 
the religion eſtabliſned by law, and continuing to ſubſiſt there 
at the public expence, it is a duty ſtrongly incumbent upon us to 
be particularly careful to give no offence to the regular church, and 
that the intereſts of the Proteſtant communion ſhould not ſuffer by 
the cxceſs of our humanity and indulgence. I do not mean to lay 
that, in either of the two inſtances to which I haye adverted, the 
children of any Proteſtant parents have actually been admitted into 
theſe ſeminaries, though I could eaſily prove they have been admit- 
ted elſewhere, if the Committee ſhould call on me to do ſo : but | 
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| will venture to ſay, in my own knowledge, that ſuch attempts have 


been wrade ; and if they have not ſuccecded, it has bech entirely 
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owing to the ſtrict and ſteady principles of thoſe on whom the expe- 
riment has been tried. I am aware that I may be told that the 
preſent laws provide againſt this practice. They do fo, in ſome 
degree; but their proviſions are not found competent to the object 
they have in view, and it is merely to give energy and effect to theſe 
very proviſions, without adding any new principle to our laws, that 
J ſhall ſubmit my reſolutions to the Committee. Gentlemen will 
recollect that, ſince the year 1791, when the laſt act paſſed on this 
ſubject, a great variety of circumſtances have ariſen to place the Ca- 
tholic queſtion on very different grounds from thoſe on which it then 
ſtood, and in my mind to call for additional precaution and controul. 
An enormous inundation of Popiſh prieſts have been poured into 
this country, in conſequence of the diſturbances on the Continent ; 
an event which no human foreſight could at that time have antici- 
pated, no human wiſdom could have guarded againſt. And it is a 
notorious fact, that, notwithſtanding the decline of Papal power on 
the Continent for ſome years, the zeal for converſion on the 


| 

part of Catholic prieſts has in no degree diminiſhed ; and with 
L that zeal for converſion, with the arts and addreſs which prieſts 
; bred up in convents have poſſeſſed at all times and in all coun- 
' tries, it is an eaſy matter for them, diſperſed as they now are over 
n the face of the country, to inſinuate themſelves into private fami- 
" lies, to gain an aſcendancy over weak-minded parents ; and the mo- 
e ment they have converted them to their own perſuaſion, they obtain, 
al as the law now ſtands, a legal authority to educate all their children 
& according to the principles of the Romiſh communion. When we 
1d add to this the temptation, I might ſay the bribe which is held out 
ne to the public by educating chuldren-in theſe ſeminaries, free from 
if- any expence to their parents, I think I am not calling on the 
re Committee for any unreaſonable interference, when I ſuggeſt the 
p- expediency of reviſing and re. eonſidering the preſent laws, and of 
o adding ſuch ſtrength to the arm of the Executive Power as may be 


neceſſary to meet the emergence of the preſent moment. 

The regulation I ſhall ſubmit to the Committee on this part of 
the ſubject, I can conceive ſubject to no objection whatever —If 
theſe ſchools are meant merely as ſeminaries for the education of 
the children of eſtabliſhed Catholics, as ſome gentlemen ſuppoſg; 
| can conceive no inconvenience arifing from their notoriety ; I te 
no reaſon why they ſhould wiſh to ſhun the public eye : but if, on 
the contrary, as we have reaſon to apprehend, perſons may be in- 
duced to undertake offices of this nature, merely from an intenpo- 
rate zeal to ditſeminate their opinions, and to obtain proſehtes, I 
think infinite miſchief may be prevemed, by ſubjecting them to 
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ſome controul ; at all events, this point would be gained—we ſhould 
know what number of perſons annually embraced the Romiſh per- 
ſuafion : and, what, in any view of the ſubject, is no immaterial 
conlideration, a fair chance would be given to the regular clergy, 
to combat thoſe principles and opinions on which ſuch apoſtacy was 
was grounded; and if it ſhould appear that the purpoſes of conver. 
ſion have been effected by any unfair or improper means, ſuch con- 
troul would lead to the diſcovery of them, and to an immediate 
application to Parliament for ſuch legiſlative interference as the na- 
ture of the caſe might happen to acquire. 

It is very far from my intention to introduce any new laws that 
can be a conſtraint on the reſident Catholics, in whoſe public ſen- 
timents and private conduct I place the fulleſt confidence; and as 
little do I wiſh to prejudice the public mind againſt the emigrants, 
whoſe unfortunate ſituation I commiſerate, and whoſe conduct l 
have alluded to with the higheſt applauſe and approbation : but 
think it extremely neceſſary that, if we are to have an eftablithed 
perſuaſion, and it is to be fortified by laws, thoſe laws ſhould be 
made clear and intelligible, and that the arm of the Exccutive 
Power ſhould be endued with ſufficient energy to protect the peace 
of that communion from innovation or interference from any foreign 
perſuaſion. In what I have ſtated, I have wiſhed to argue on 
general grounds: I have withheld thoſe inſtances of individual in- 
diſcretion, with which I am amply furniſhed, becauſe it would bs 
far from the liberal ſalutary object I have in view, to direct the 
public indignation to any particular claſs of men, and much mere 
ſo to point their attention to individuals. I therefore inſiſt not on 
any thing that is paſt : my object is an object of prevention—1 
wiſh ſecure ſafety for the future, with no retroſpect to that which is 
gone by.— To guard againſt the evils to which I have alluded, ! 
move you thoſe reſolutions: — 

« That it is the opinion of this Committee, that the temporary 
reſidence in this kingdom of certain monaſtic ſocieties ſhould be 
permitted, ſubje& to the proviſions of an act paſſed in the thirty- 
third year of the reign of his preſent Majeſty, intituled, “ An act for 
« eſtabliſhing regulations reſpecting aliens arriving in this kingdom 
« gr refident therein, in certain caſes,” and that the admiſſion of 
any new members into ſuch ſocieties ſhould be prohibited; and 

tht the names and numbers of the perſons belonging thereto ſhould 
beannually returned to the Court of Quarter Seſſions of the count 
in which they reſide, | 

That all perſons, undertaking the public education of youth in 
the thmiſh faith, ſhould alſo return annually to the Court a liſt con- 
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taining the names and number of their pupils, together with the 
names and places of abode of their reſpective parents; and that a 


power be given to Magiſtrates appointed by the Quarter Seſſions to 
inſpe ſuch inſtitutions at pleaſure.” 


| Mr. NEWBOLT ſupported the reſolutions. From the quar- 
ter of the country in which he lived, he had had an opportunity of 
witneſſing and being acquainted with facts and circumſtances which 
made ſome regulations upon this ſubject eſſentially neceſſary. Con- 
ſiderable alarm had already taken place, from the intemperate zeal 
of ſome prieſts for making converts, and from the influence of the 
nuns in theſe monaſtic inſtitutions over the minds of their pupils. 


i By the law as it now ſtands, any Engliſh Catholic who choſe to 
1 take the teſt is legally enabled to live in any manner that they may 
q chooſe ; and this makes it neceſſary, if we do not wiſh to ſee the 
[ country again over-run with Catholics and Catholic orders, cither to 
1 aboliſh theſe monaſtic inſtitutions altogether, or to prohibit Engliſh 
od Catholics from entering into them. 

* Mr. JONES aid, that he himſelf knew places where the Popiſh 
. prieſts who are ſpread over the country employ themſelves in making 
* proſelytes of poor and uninformed people, who are eaſily miſled. 
ien He did not wiſh to expreſs any diſapprobation of the generoſity 
5 ſhewn to the emigrants ; but he thought that, for the ſecurity of 
in. WW Our religion, even ſtronger meaſures than thoſe propoſed by the ho- 
be nourable Baronet were neceſſary; and however much he might be 


the diſinelined to come forward with any propolitions upon the ſubject, 
gere he would feel it his duty to do it if they were not made by ſome other 
on gentleman. 
IT Mr. HOBHOUSE commended the motives of the honourable 
+ is MW mover, but thought the reſolutions would trench on the ſpirit of to- 
leration which ſo peculiarly diſtinguiſhes this country, and would 
alſo appear not very conſiſtent with that humanity and generoſity 
with which we had received the exiled clergy of France. The 
Alien Ad poſſeſſed all the power that was neceſſary to prevent the 
abuſes which were the ſubject of complaint. 

Mr. Chancellor PI'TT faid, that he had heard with great plea- 
ſure the liberal manner in which the honourable Baronet 'had 
opened this buſineſs, and admired the liberal principles on which 
the reſolutions which he had moved were framed. Theſe refolu- 
tions did not contain any infringement on the principles of tolera- 
tion, ſanctioned by the laws and conſtitution of this country; 
principles which he, and, he hoped, every gentleman in the Houſe 
\uth in WI Pproved, and would ſupport. It was no part of thoſe principles 
con: d allow the eſtabliſhment of monaſtic inſtitutions z and therefore, 


* 
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Ma 
though it were propoſed to aboliſh them altogether, theſe principles | chat 
would not be violated. It was not, however, propoſed to aboliſh pabi 
thoſe already eſtabliſhed by refugees from another country; but 9 a g 
only to prohibit their being (if the expreſſion may be uſed) recruited 8 

by new members, natives of this country : and ſuch a propoſition 5 
could not, ſurely, be ſuppoſed to trench on the principle of tolera- Win 
tion. As to the honourable gentleman's obſervation, that the power moul 
veſted in the Executive Government by the Alien Act is adequate M 
to remedy, and would be a better remedy for the evils complained nimm 
of, he could by no means agree that an Act which enables Govern. r 
ment to turn out of the kingdom any perſon whom it may ſuſpeR 1 by 
of defigns againſt the tranquillity of the kingdom, or againſt any ds 
'part of the Conſtitution, could with propriety be-enforced in the cafe mea 
under conſideration. It was ſurely better to advertiſe, by an act 8 
of the Legiſlature, theſe unfortunate people of what will be allowed M 
them to do, and what thev are prohibited from doing. It would be * 
a hard puniſhment to turn them out of the kingdom, to expel them COUP 
from the aſylums which they have found, to ſend them again abroad Th 
as wanderers from their ſecond home, for conduct which they know broad 
not and never have been informed to be improper and unlawtul, M. 
for what they ſuſpected not to be a crime. He was happy that he a bill | 
could give his cordial approbation to the reſolutions, by ſeve 

Dr. LAURENCE thought the reſtriction contained in the reſo- the 
lutions too rigorous, and in ſome cafes oppreſſive. He particularly the fan 
diſapproved of the refolution which enacted that the maſters of Ro- ned © 


Va man Catholic ſchools ſhould make a return of the names, age, &c. of 
bal} their pupils, together with the names and reſidence of the parents. 588 
4 He obſerved likewiſe, that many of the perſons alluded to had com- 
menced their education in foreign ſeminaries with a view to the par- 
ticular line of life they now lead. 

Mr. HOBHOUSE roſe a ſecond time, and read fec. 22 and 23 


of ſtat. 2 James I. c. 4, by which it is made high treaſon for any | The 
perſon or perſons to withdraw another from his allegiance, and re- received 
concile him to the ſee of Rome.” It was plain, he ſaid, that from the othe 
the words perſon or perſons,” the enatment was not confined to Houſe t 
natural born ſubjects merely. Perhaps the Engliſh . Catholics, as ; Lord 
they were termed, or, in other words, that body of Catholics who, time. 


by making the declaration required by the 31 of the King c. 32. been ade 


1 had abjurcd the ſupremacy of the Pope in temporal affairs, and re- which h 
i nounced other doctrine deemed injurious to the ſafety of the State, principle 
| | were exempt trom the operation of this law, even though convicted | See | 
| of attempting profelytiſm ; becauſe the religion they would ſpread The! 
i} had no wndcney to withdraw a ſubject from his allegiance : but vas pf o 
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chat was not the caſe with the French emigrants, for they held the 
Papiſtical ſupremacy in matters civil as well as eccleſiaſtical, and 
therefore were ſubject to the pains of high treaſon if they endea- 
vourd to take converts to their faith. This ſtatute was, on aC- 
count of its ſeverity, a diſgrace to our legal code; and if it re- 
mained unexecuted in conſequence of its ſanguinary character, it 
ſhould at leaſt he repealed before other penalties were enacted. 

Mr. BRAGGE ſupported the reſolutions. It was not the pu- 
niſhment of proſelytiſm that was intended, but to guard againſt the 
continuance of an innovating principle. The object propoſed did 
not in fact come within the juriſdiction of the Alien Act, which 
was a political, not a religious meaſure. It ought likewiſe to be re- 
membered, that the proviſions of the Alien Ac did not apply to the 
native ſubjects of the country. 

Mr. HOBHOUSE re-urged his objections, and infiſted on the 
neceſſity of repealing the ad he mentioned, before any new reſtraints 
were impoſed. 

The reſolutions were then ſeverally put, and carried, the aan 
brought up, and ordered to be received to-morrow. 

Mr. Chancellor Pi TT preſented to the Houſe (according to order) 
a bill for the better aſcertaining and collecting the duties granted 
by ſeveral acts paſſed in the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament relating to 
the duties on Income, and to explain and amend the ſaid acts; and 
the ſame was received and read the firſt time, and ordered to be 
read a ſecond time to-morrow, and to be printed. 


8 * An. 4 


A — oe a 


HOUSE OF LORDS, 


Friday, May 23. 


The Houſe met at nine o'clock in the morning; and having 
received the Report of the Committce on the Divorce bill, and read 
the other bills on the table, adjourned till half paſt five; when the 
Houſe being reſumed, 

Lord AUCKLAND moved that the bill be now read a third 
time, His Lordſhip replicd to the various arguments which had 
been adduced againſt it, expreſſing his e at the oppoſition 
which had becn ſet up, and felt quite at a loſs to account for the 
prineiple on which it aroſe. . 

[See his Lordſhip's argument at length, in page 604 et /eg.]. 

The Earl of COVENTRY ſpoke againſt the bill, which he 
was of opinion would not anſwer the end propoſed. The prohibi- 


Vor. XI. 4 8 
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tion to the parties to intermarry would remove that check which now 


- exiſted, by which the ſeducer was obliged by the laws of honour to 


marry the woman he had ſeduced. | 
The Earl of WEST MORLAND faid, that he had attended 
with much pleaſure and ſatisfaction to the diſcuſſions upon this bill; 
but be was more and more convinced that it would not be attended 
with the good effects which its framers propoſed. He gave his 
noble friend full credit for the goodneſs of his intentions, and was 
convinced that his object was to promote the beſt intereſts of reli. 
gion and virtue. He ſhould not take notice of any of the infinua. 
tions that had been thrown out, that the oppoſers of the bill em. 
ployed-looſe and Jacobinical principles againſt it. Such infinuationg 
were no leſs inconſiſtent with that candour which their Lordſhips 
ſhould praQite to one another, than unfavourable to the mainte- 
nance of that reſpect which was due to the Houſe from the public. 
The queſtion was not, whether it was the duty of the Houſe to 
ſupport the cauſe of religion and morals, but whether the meaſure 
was calculated for the attainment of thoſe ends? This 
point, therefore, he ſhould take the liberty of examining. It had 


deen faid, that the bill paſſed ſome years ago by their Lordſhips, 


prohibiting the marriage of the guilty parties, had been thrown out 
by the Houſe of Commons. He believed that the bill was thrown 


out upon motion to leave out the word not, and he was not ſure 


that the perſon who made that motion was not a better judge of the 
legiſlation which this ſubject required, than the ſupporters of the pre- 
ſent meaſure. Moſes ſeemed to have had the ſame ſentiments when 
he cnadted; that a man who feduced a female ſhould marry her. 
In Deuteronomy it was exprefvly faid, · He that licth with a dam- 
ſel ſhall be married to her for all the days of her life.” When his 
noble friend ſaid that he had examined into the legiſlation of other 
countries reſpecting adultery and divorce, he expected that he would 
have adduecd the example of Rome, of Spain, of Naples, and of 
France, to ſhew the efficacy of penal laws to preſerve the purity of 


morals. He expected that the example of Scotland, where the 


marriage of thecriminal parties is forbidden, would have been brought 
farward; but as they were not, he concluded that theſe inſtances 
ch not he w that ſuch enadtions tended to diſcourage the crime of 
aduſtery, In fact, he did not think that the meaſure before the 
Houſe was peculiarly called for by the circumſtances of the times. 
He did not think that the crime of adultery had increaſed in the 
degree that had been repreſented, - The degeneracy of the age had 
been a common topic of dethamation with poetst and philoſophers 
from the time of Homer to the preſent hour. He ſhould not, there- 
— 3 | 
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fore, inſiſt upon ſo thread- bare æ topic. But it was ſaid that the 
number of applications for divorces had increaſed. This was to 
be accounted for from ſeveral very obvious cauſes. The wealth 
of this country of late had greatly increaſed the number of perſons 
who were able to bear the expence ; the divorce bills were therefore 
increaſed The high damages given in caſes of criminal converſa- 
tion would no doubt have weight in bringing a'greater number of 
divorces before the public. He would even aſſert, that the virtue 
of the country was one cauſe for the frequency of divorces. [A 
laugh] - Noble Lords might laugh, but he believed his aſſertion 
capable of proof. The ſentiments of men had become more deli- 
cate, and they could not endure to continue united by wedlock to a 
woman by whom they had been diſhonoured. It was not matter 
of ſurpriſe, therefore, if the number of divorces had increaſed. His 
noble friend had ſaid, that to continue to allow the criminal parties 
to marry was introducing a different code for a privileged caſt, 
while the inferior claſfes had no remedy. What was the fact, how- 
ever? The preſent meaſure, inſtead of raiſing the lower claſſes to 
a footing in this reſpe& with the higher, reduced the higher to the 
level of the lower, and the ſeducer was deprived of the power of 


making any atonement to the woman he had corrupted. His noble 


friend had expreſſed ſurpriſe that it ſhould have been ſaid, that if 
prohibited to marry her ſeducer, a woman had no alternative but 
profligacy. That a woman, abandoned as ſhe would be by this 
bill, muſt be in danger of falling into the loweſt ſtate of vice, was 
evident. She was deprived for ever of the hope of being reſtored 
to ſociety, and of every motive that could lead her to wipe away the 
diſgrace ſhe had incurred. He was of opinion, that taking away the 
neceſlity which the laws of honour impoſed, of making atonement 
to the woman ſeduced, would tend to injure rather than to promote. 
the cauſe-of morality. With regard to the puniſhment to be in- 

flicted upon the ſeducer, he thought it a matter that deſerved much 
conſideration. Such an alteration in the laws of the land might be 
of dangerous example. The Conſtitution of this country was jea- 
lous of expoſing the liberties of men to the diſcretion of à Judge, 
however it might be preſumed that ſuch a power would not be 
abuſed. It was faid, that the ſages of the law were in favour of 
this bill; but, on the other hand, he ſaw that the principles of the 
law ſelf, that the maxims of our anceſtors, were hoſtile to it. 
He was averſe to ſuch an innovation, which he thought was juſti. 
hed by no neceſſity, and could be defended by no ſound policy. He 
Oppoſed the bill, therefore, as a ſpeculation uncalled-for, and which 
might be produgtive of much miſchief. If it was Jacobiniſm to 
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maintain the eſtabliſhed laws of the country, and- tne principles of 
former times, againſt pretended reformation, then thoſe who op- 

poſed the bill might be accuſed of employing Jacobinical reaſonings, 
Upon the whole, as he conceived the bill to be ſevere in its opera- 
tion, and particularly hard upon the female, and as he was con- 
vinced that it would not be attended with the advantages propoſed, 
he felt himſelf obliged to vote againſt the third reading of it. 

Lord CARLISLE contended, that no alteration ought to be 
made in the eſtabliſhed laws of divorce, unleſs it was unequivocally 
proved that ſuch alteration was abſolutely neceſſary. The only 
proof brought this day of the neceſſity, was the inereaſing number 
of divorces ; but as this argument was not uſed when the bill was 
firſt brought forward, but ſeemed to be the reſult af labour and re- 
ſearch, it was the leſs deſerving of attention; for had ir been a 
glaring fact, it would no doubt have occurred to the framers of the 
bill upon its firſt introduction. There were numerous cauſes which 
contributed to this increaſe of divarces, as ſtated by the noble Lord 
who preceded him in the debate ; and particularly the exorbitant, 
exceſſive, and enormous damages given upon actions in Courts 2 
„low, holding out ſtrong temptations to a man who preferred a um 
of money to the honour of his wife. This was ſo tully proved in 
one inſtance, that the Jury could be prevailed upon to give no more 
than nominal damages. The exorbitant verdias in ſome caſes _—_ 
certainly highly injurious to the cauſe of morality, and induced ” . 
bands to connive at their wives ſeduction, or, what was worſe, to lay 
fnares which could not eaſily be avoided. For this it was not ne- 
eeſſary, as ſuppoſed by a learned Prelate, that a man ſhould keep : 

miſtreſs under the noſe of his wife ; neither was it W to : e 
the language of a learned Judge, that he ſhould beat her wm 
Pick as thick as his thumb.” No, there was another mode _ f 
effectual: He might torment her in a variety of ways, and lea 
her into ſocieties and ſituations where the temptations might . ir- 
reſiſtible. Nothing, therefore, was more idle and ridicu on 
than fur noble Lords to talk of regulations'to prevent or 9 a 
collufions, while ſuch exorbitant damages were held out as * 
This .meaſure, he thought, came with a peculiarly ul grace ws 
noble Lords fo intimately connected with the Pat e's - 
country, and who were eternally crying up its vaſt commercia opt 
lence. '* Whether this opulenee would be able io ſupport the = 
ſtant accumulation of taxes for carrying on the war, or whether , 
war itfelf was favourable to the improvement of morals, he vgs 
not now examine; certainly this commerelal .opulence was ſuc ” 
not only afforded every means fur gratifying the ſenſual Appell 
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but eclipſed and trod down the proprietors of the land, who, ſad- 


dled with every burthen, were not able to ſupport thoſe luxuries 


which were at the command of our commercial men. The farm- 
ers, the poor clergymen, ſcarcely able to feed, much leſs to educate 
their families, were removed from that profligacy of morals which 
the commercial influx was ſpreading over the metropolis, and which 


- attracted ſuch numbers to it from every quarter of the kingdom. 


With theſe acceſſions, then, of population, of commerce, and of con- 
ſequent luxury, it was not ſurpriling if divorces were more trequent z 
but they afforded no reaſon why the laws of the land ſhould be 
altered in caſes of divorce; and why the conniving huſband ſhould 
have his remedy againſt a ſeducer by indictment for miſdemeanour, 
with fine or impriſonment, and thou!d alſo have an action by which 
he may obtain an exorbitant compenſation. Much leſs did they 
furniſh a reaſon why an unhappy woman ſhould, for the error per- 
haps occaſioned by provocation on the one fide as, much as by per- 
ſuaſion on the other, be turned adrift for ever from ſocicty, and, by 
the excluſion now propoſed, driven perhaps to Bedlam. He might 
have expected from the framer of this bill, that when he introduced 
ſo many new penal proviſions, he would at leaſt have protected the 
offender from another kind of torment. While he left him at the 
diſc:etion (a thing unknown to the laws of England) of the Chief 
Juſtice of the King's Bench, he ſhould have exempted him from 
proſecution by the Eccleſiaſtical Court. But that Court, it ſeems, 
was the temple of purity, and its ſanctuary was not to be violated. 
This ſerved to confirm him in the opinion he always entertained, 
that Monkiſh ſecluſions (for there were Legal as well as Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Monks) was not adopted to qualify a man for the'taſk of legiſſa- 
tion. The ſtudies of a recluſe did not lead to a knowledge of the 
world; and in order to correct morals, it was neceſiary to mix 


with ſociety, dive into the minds of men, be acquainted with their 


actions, and ſearch the motives of their conduct. For want of 
this kind of information, a conſummate lawyer, or a holy prelate, 
may be very inadequate to the formation of laws which could make 
ſociety better than it was ; and of this the preſent bill afforded a 
fingular example. From legiſlators better qualified, he ſhould 
have expected, that, inſtead of conſidering the Eccleſiaſtical Court 
as a ſanctuary not to be touched, they would have ſet about cleaning 
the Augean ſtable, though that, he confeſſed, would bean Herculcan 
labour. He lamented the abſence of a noble Lord (Thurlow), who, 
in a very able ſpeech (from which his Lordſhip read an extract 
once deſcribed the vexatious proceedings in this Court, where a 
plaintiff, after having once failed to prove his libel, may commence 
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his ſuit again a ſecond or a third time upon ex parte teſtimony, and 
without being ſworn. He alſo quoted thè caſe of a Mrs. Middle- 
ton, who, after having been deteQed in adultery, contrived, by the 
aſſiſtance of the learned Doctors, and the laws of that Court, to 
baffle for five years all the efforts of her huſband to obtain a divorce, 
and thus put him to the expence of to, oool. Should the preſent 
bill paſs, the conſequence would be, that every adultcrous wife 
would act the part of Mrs. Middleton. Knowing that at length 
ſhe muſt 'be givorced, and irrecoverably driven from ſociety, ſhe 
would at leaſt protract the time, and interpoſe five years between her 
detection and ultimate diſgrace ; which ſhe would be the better ena- 
bled to do, as all the proceedings would be at the expence of the 


[Loxps, 


' huſband. His Lordſhip concluded with expreſſing his approbation 


of making adultery penal; and deprecating, in all caſes, any pecu- 
niary compenſation to the huſband. 
Lord ELDON obſerved, that the tenderneſs for the Ecclefiaſtical 


Courts, which ſome noble Lords affected to think peculiar to the 


preſent Bill, was what was uniformly inſcrted in every Act of Parlia- 
ment, with the object of which thoſe Courts could have any con- 
eern. Wich regard to the propriety of allowing pecuniary damages 
for aduttery, he had before ſtated his opinion on it at large; and all 
that he need now ſay was, that he would pauſe a long time before 
he could propoſe an alteration in that reſpect; but if the noble 
Lord objected to it, he was at liberty to move a clauſe to that ef- 
fe, and thus bring it immediately under the conſideration of the 
Houſe. As the law ſtood at preſent, it was competent to any man 
who was injured to bring his action for damages, and at the ſame 
time inſtitute a proſecution in the Ecclcfiaſtical Court; but when- 
ever that happened, the Judges in the Courts below cauſed, of their 
own authority, one of the ſuits to be ſtopped ; and he confeſſed 
that it would be better to regulate this by Act of Parliament than 
to leave it to the diſeretion of the Judges. As to the noble Lord 
who now prefided in the Court of King's Bench, if he was a legal 
recluſe, he found means to obtain in the retirement of his ſtudy a 
great deal of learning, and ih his practice a great deal of experi- 
ence. That learned Lord, as well as every other Judge, vas 
bound by his oath to ſtate to the Jury what he thought of the evi- 
dence, and of the caſe before him; and unteſs he was ſtript of his 
heart and-feelings, he could not be ſuppoled to overlook” any, Cir- 
eumſtances of colluſion. The objection, that this Pill geg. be 
productive of perjuries, was equally'appticable to a -& bill under the 
authority of whieh oaths were to be adminiſtered ; ai nd he abu 
not detain the Houſe, by anſwering objections of ſo et a nature. 
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He was ſorry that domeſtic circumſtances deprived them of the 
aſſiſtance of a noble Lord (Thurlow), from one of whoſe ſpeeches 
an extract had been read. He flattered himſelf with poſſeſſing 
much of the eſteem of that noble Lord; and he was ſure that he 
ſhould not poſſeſs a grain of it, if his noble friend thought that he 
was ſaying in his abſence what he would not ſay to his face. He 
therefore declared, that he differed entirely from the ſentiments 
lately quoted, and was inclined to think, that whatever Lord Thur- 
low might have ſaid as an Advocate when Attorney General, he 
would hold a different language as a Legiſlator, and a Member of 
that Houſe. In this opinion he was the more confirmed, as that 
noble Lord had recommended, on no very diſtant occaſion, that in- 
ſtead of confining the power of granting final divorces to the Legiſ- 
latufe, the Eccleſiaſtical Court ſhould be empowered to grant a di- 
vorce d vinculo matrimanii. The common law of the land, as con- 
need with the eccleſiaſtical law, had conſidered it as a crime, and 
puniſhed it as ſuch. In ſhort, it was puniſhable by the eommon 
law, though the mode of procecding and puniſhment were different. 
The eccleſiaſtical law proceeded by written evidence ; the common 
law directed the fact to be tried by a jury. The crime of adultery 
then was puniſhed by fine and impriſonment ; but there might be 
inſtances, in which the adulterer could not pay the fine. If the 
noble Lord thought there were defects in the eccleſiaſtical law, 
why did he not bring in a bill to repeal it, or introduce a clauſe in 
the preſent bill to that effect? To come to that part of the bill 
which, in his opinion, was the moſt important, namely, the elauſe 
that prohibited the intermarriage of the adulterer and the adultereſs: 
If he had turned his attention to the bill for a century, he was per- 
ſuaded that the reſult of the beſt attention he could beſtow would be 
to prevent that intermarriage ; and he was fortified in this opinion 
by the beſt writers, and even by the experience which he had ac- 
quired in his recluſe walk of life. There were various kinds of 
ſeducers; there was what was called the“ honourable ſeducer, 
who laid his plan of ſeduRion with a view of marrying the lady. 
Now, when tkis honourable ſeducer ſhould. find that there wis a law - 
to prevent that marriage, it would, in his, qpinion, operate asa pre- 
ventive, and call him aſide from the path, he. was purſuing. As to 
the other ſeducer, which might be called the, *©, diſhonourable one, 
when he reflected that he was to face a Judge andia,Jurg,-2nd that 
he was to be puniſhed, perhaps it would col his appetite a little: 
and fo far the puniſhment, not as a puniſhment, but. as da preven- 
tion, would be found to have a good effect. It had been ſtated, 
that the woman was to be pitied — that ſhe was ſunk into the abyſs 
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of miſery, and driven to a ſtate of deſperation; but ſhould the 


elauſe in queſtion teach her to reflect a little, would ſhe not ſay to 
herſchf, „this man cannot be an honourable ſeducer, for he knows 


that, by the law of the land, he cannot marry me after I have vio- 
lated my conjugal vow. What muſt be the conſequence then? 


Why, my fituation muſt be miſerable indeed, with this addition, 
that none will pity me, becauſe I could not be ignorant of the con- 
ſequences of the commiſſion of ſuch a crime.” It had been ſtated 
by ſome noble Lords, that the inſtances of the intermarriage of the 


offending parties were few ; if that was the cafe, how did the pre- 


ſent bill tend to fink the adultreſs in a deeper abyſs than before? 
If, then; this bill ſhould tend to operate ans 2 prevention on the 
part of the honourable ſeducer, here was one ſaved. So far there 
would be one ſaved for one that had fallen, anc this could be proved 
upon authenticated calculation. In this point of view, he hoped 
the good effect of the bill would be acknowledged. Noble Lords 
might talk of humanity to the unhappy lady; but was there no 
humanity owing to the public ? yes, there was; and that was ge- 
nuine humanity. What muſt be the feclings of relatives and friends 
on ſuch an occaſion? What muſt be the feelings of children on 
that oceafion ? It was the firſt policy of any State ta ſee that chil- 
dren ſhould be virtuouſly educated ; and where was the example to 


be ſought but in parental affection and conjugal delicacy ? Let it 


be ſuppoſed that the family confiſted of females :—there was a cer- 
tain period when an expoſition was neceſſary, when they muſt be 
told that their mother went before the altar of God, and made the 
moſt folemn vow in the face of Heaven of conjugal fidelity, and 
afterwards violated thoſe vows. Would the noble Lords fay what 
effect this would have on thoſe children? But if it ſhould ſo hap- 
pen, as it often happened, that the mother, inſtead of being puniſhed 
for the violation of thoſe ſolemn vows, had been raiſed to a higher 
rank and title than ſhe enjoved with her firſt huſband, what effet 
would this have on young minds? Would not this tend to aid the 
views of the honourable ſeducer, as he was called; or even of the 
diſhonourable ſeduter, who, in order to obtain his vie ends, might 
aſſume the gait and pretenſions of the firſt. As the law ſtood at 
preſent, by permitting the offending parties to intermarry, inſtead 
of a puniſhment, it would operate rather as an inducement to thc 
commiſſion of the crime, as a Right Reverend Prelate had very juſtly 
ſtated on a former night, which certainly could not be in the con- 
templation of the Legiſlature when they firſt permitted bills of divorce 
to be introduced. The learned Lord argued on this for ſome time, 
in order to ſhew, that the Legiſlature, by aſſenting to the diſſolu- 
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tion of the marriage, had never intended that the adulterer and 
adultreſs ſhould intermarry. So that under theſe circumſtances, 
the honourable ſeducer would be foiled in his aim, and the other 
would find that the diſcretion of the Court of King's Bench would, 
in one reſpect, be a match for him; ſo that if the number of 
divorces could be decreaſed, it ſurely was the bounden duty of that 
Houſe to adopt ſome meaſure that would have that tendency ; and 
he believed that no man would deny that the bill in queſtion, if 
paſſed into a law, would have that ſalutary effect. He was glad 
that the queſtion was agitated, becauſe the Public would ſee that 
their Lordſhips had taken it up in a grave and ſolemn manner, and 
that the Houſe was deeply intereſted in the morality of the Public ; 
but he was as free to confeſs, on the other hand, that if the object of 
it ſhould be defective, the conſequences of it would be fatal. He had 
thus given his ſentiments fairly and candidly on the ſubject. It 
was his individual opinion, that the number of divorces called 
for prevention, by puniſhment that would operate as ſuch ; and 
under that impreſſion he ſhould give it his individual ſupport and 
voice. 

The Earl of CARLISLE, in explanation, ſaid, that nothing 
could be more remote from his intentions than to throw out any ex- 
preſſion that could be conſtrued into a perſonality by the moſt 
ſtrained conſtruction. It was ſtated that the paſſion of a Judge 
could not influence a Jury : he hoped it never would be the caſe ; 
nor did he ſay that it was the caſe ; but the preſent bill was not cal- 
culated for an infallible Judge, but for fallible perſons : all that he 
meant to ſtate was, that a perſon leading a retired life could, not be 
ſo good a judge of the paſſions of men as he who had mixgg with 
them. As to the Eccleſiaſtical Laws, he had only delivered the / 
opinion of Lord Thurlow, who ſtated, that he did not believe one 
of the Counſel would fay, that the proceedings of that Court were 
not founded in frivolity, and their decrees in vanity. He thought it 
rather extraordinary, that, in conſequence of this ſtatement, he 
ſhould be called on to bring in a bill to repeal the Eccleſiaſtical 
Laws in this reſpect. On a queſtion of ſuch magnitude as the pre- 
ſent, he thought it ought to be diſcuſſed with coolneſs and temper, 
He wiſhed as much as any man to aſſiſt in the promotion of any 
meaſure that he really thought would check the imworality, of the 
day; and he hoped he ſhould be always found ready to ſuppoft any 
bill that, would go to that extent. So far he thought, it his duty, 


to the learned Lord and himſelf, to aſſure him, that he intended 


nothing perſonal, and he hoped the Houſe would pardon him for 
occupying fo much of their time. 
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The Duke of BEDFORD declared himſelf an opponent of the 


bill. He did not believe that any alteration whatever could render 
it palatable. It was needleſs for him to go over the ſame grounds 
of argument which had already been adopted by the noble Lords who 
had preceded him. They had diſcharged their duty in oppoſition 
to the bill, in a much more able manaer than he could pretend to, 
If there were men preſent who inliſted that the law in contempla- 
tion was neither cruel nor impolitic—if there were men preſent 
who thought it necefiary for the fake of ſociety —if there were ſome 
noble Lords who denied its evil conſequences, becauſe the partics 
were previouſly appriſed of its being conſidered as a crime—to ſuch 
he would not attempt to addreſs himſelf. He differed widely from 
the noble Lord on the woolſack (Lord Eldon), who inſiſted on the 
neceſſity of the act, becauſe the evil attending the preſent law 
odliged them to adopt a new one. His Grace would not admit the 
propriety of ſuch a meaſure. He had no objection to ſome alteration 
of the law now exiſting, ſo far as regarded the exerciſe. of it; but 
he could not by any means conſent to ſuch an innovation as the bill 
now offered. It was fortunate that a diſcuſſion of the general 
principles of the bill was not at this time neceſſary, as they could 
advance to a coneluſion with greater facility. It had been argued 
with conſiderable truth and ingenuity, that the law was inefficacious, 
If this was well founded, it preſented a ſufficient reaſon for rejecting 
the bill. He hopcd therefore that the Houſe would not be induced 
to entertain its principles any longer to the prejudice of the commu- 
nity. Another argument againſt the bill was, the precipitate manner 
in which it had been hurried through the Houſe—he meant the 
latter bill, for the firſt had been unaccountably delayed. The noble 
Mover had been called upon in vain to poſtpone its diſcuſſion for 
one week longer. It had been alleged by the noble Lord on the 
woolſack, that the objectionable parts were done away by the modi- 
fications which he had introduced; and that the Court of King's 
Bench had a right at any time to ſtay proceedings. He had his 
choice to convict the criminal of a miſdemeanor in the firſt place, 
and then to proceed againſt him for damages in the ſecond. Such 
a legal doctrine might be conſonant to his Lordſhip's ideas, but it 
was contrary to his (the Duke's) conception of the ſubject. His 
Grace was of opinion, that it would be better to leave the law as it 
now ſtood. The huſband muſt firſt proſecute to conviction in the 
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Court of King's Bench before he preſents himſelf for redreſs at the | 


Bar of their Lordſhips, and then he is entitled to the benefits of the 

preſent Divorce bill; but on no account can the Court of Kings 

Bench ſtay proceedings as the law now ſtands. His Grace adverted 
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to what he termed a ſtronger argument againſt the latter part of the 
bill than any which he had offered, namely, the character of the 
man who happens to apply for a divorce. - A noble Baron, who 
had preceded him, ſtated a caſe by which the huſband had treated 
the wife cruelly, and driven her, by ill uſage and indifference, to the 
committing the crime of adultery. His wiſhes were completely 
gratified - he obtained large damages from the ſeducer, and after- 


wards got the whole of his wife's fortune, which was very con- 


fiderable. Such a caſe might again occur, aggravated by the cir- 
cumitance of the huſband marrying the very woman who perhaps 
aided and abetted him in the colluſion againſt his unfortunate wife. 
An inquiry into the conduct, therefore, of the perſon who applies 
for a divorce would be abſolutely neceffary, and it ought to be proved 
that her huſband had ſo conducted himſelf as to challenge ſerious 
ani madverſion. In another view, it was obvious, that if the woman 
could prove that the man had conducted himſelf in an exception- 
able manner, ſhe then might be ſaid to have obtained a licence for 
a laxity of morals during the remainder of life. He therefore con- 


jured noble Lords to reje& the bill, as exceedingly detrimental to - 


ſociety. If, however, their Lordſhips viewed with indifference the 
perſons now deſcribed, let them ſeriouſly revolve in their minds the 
unhappy fituation of their children, abandoned perhaps both by 
father and mother, or educated under them with the abominable 
example now mentioned daily before their eyes! His Grace was 
cf opinion, that the children, inſtead of running the hazard of being 
corrupted by the example of the parent, ought to be inſtructed how 
to avoid the rock on which ſhe was ſhipwrecked. What a ſhock- 
ing outrage of morality, for the children to witneſs the daily ex- 
hibition of vice, and to ſce a mother give way to every paſſion and 
every wanton incentive of gallantry! O! but, ſay the advocates of 
the bill, we do not now puniſh the man—we exerciſe no cruelty 
againſt him—it is againſt the woman that we wreck our vengeance! 
His Grace denied the truth of this pofition. The man was about 
to be puniſhed by fine and impriſonment ; but even thoſe penalties, 
ſevere as they might appear, were not equal to the indelible diſgrace 
of the woman, who was for ever baniſhed from ſocicty. His Grace 
cenſured ſeverely the man who endeavoured by every artifice to 
ſeduce a woman from the affections of her huſband, and thus de- 
ſtroy the peace of a hitherto innocent wife, and her young and help- 
leſs children! + No man who knew human nature but would admit 
that the ſeduction of a married woman muſt be attended with much 
artifice on the part of the gallant. The uſeleſs increaſe of our 
criminal code was another ſtrong objection to the bill. He lamented 
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the general indifference which our married women too frequently 
experienced. They were obliged to ſcek ſome ſociety, when their 
faſhionable huſbands were perhaps diſſipating in a gambling- houſe, 
or rioting in a brothel! The women were conſequently expoſed 
and endangered by the criminal negligence of their huſbands ; and, 
on refleAion, the impartial part of their Lordſhips would readily 
admit that the errors of a woman in this ſituation ovght to be 
viewed with ſome degree of lenity. If this bill were paſted into a 
law, the colluſion or cornivance of the parties would be more 
general, and the ends of juſtice conſequently defeated ; and if you 
reckoned. upon adultery in every houſe in the metropolis, the crime 
would almoſt uniformly eſcape detection, merely becauſe the pains 
and penalties were fo ſevere as to be attended with nearly the com- 
plete ruin of the parties. Legiſlators ought to command reſpect 
by the unimpeachable tenor of their conduct. Do not ſwell, my 
Lords, your criminal code. You wiſh to preſerve public opinion : 
Take care that the public opinion be not againſt you. Should you 
act againſt the opinion of the world, the world will undoubtedly act 
againſt you. It is not by a rigid ſyſtem of legiſlation, my Lords, 
that you are to correct the morals of the people; it is by precept 
and example.” The noble Duke concluded by giving his negative 


to the bill. 


His Royal Hiphneſs the Duke of CUMPERLAND, in a: 


maiden ſpeech, expreſſed his diſſent to the bill. Wirth reſpect to 
the laws as they now Pu d, His Royal Highneſs ſaid, that in his 
opinion they bore ſuffici:n'ly ſevere on the weman ;z for when he 
conſidered the arts and blandiſhments of the feducer, and the ſitu— 
ation into which the ſex mas be betraved by his def.gns, he thought 


her condition a caſe rather of com miſcration than ſeverity, 


alſo Coubtful whetber the regulations propuſed to be enacted would 
be productive of the effect, and it was to be feared much miſchief 


It was 


would be produced by them. He thought the preſent bill ſo detri- 


mental to ſociety, that he could not give a Glent vote on the « cea- 
fon. It was extreme cruelty to deprive a miſguided woman of 
future marriage, and the common comforts of life; but it was not 
only meant to reduce her by this bill to the moſt abject ſtate of 
miſery, but to take from her whatever nominal rank ſhe lntherto . 
enjoyed. As to the prevention of the crime by the law now in- 


tended, he could not conceive it poſſible; and there were ſo few 


men inclined to marry the women whom they ſeduced, that it 
would be the woſt crucl of all hardſhips to deprive the temales 


even of this laſt hope, 
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The Biſhop of LONDON ſpoke ſhortly in ſupport of the bill. 
The objections which had been ſtated to it, he thought, were prin- 
cipally againſt the ſecond clauſe of it. It had been ſaid, that the 
puniſhment ought to fall moſt heavily on the ſeducer, whereas this 
clauſe went to inflict the moſt ſevere puniſhment upon the unfortu- 
nate female; and a melancholy picture had been drawn of the 
miſerable, forlorn, deſerted fituation in which ſhe would be placed. 
He allowed that the ſevereſt puniſhment ought to be inflied on the 
man. But does not, he aſked, the bill expoſe him to greater in- 
famy, and to a puniſhment, which, in moſt inſtances, will be con- 
ſidered as more ſevere than that inflicted by the law as it now 
ſtands ? And as to the effect of prohibiting the parties from marry- 
ing, upon the ſituation of the woman he conſidered it as likely to be 
highly beneficial, Many a woman would never conſent to the 
commiſſion of the crime of adultery, were it not for the expecta- 
tion of afterwards being married to her ſeduccr, and thus perhaps 
being introduced into a gayer ſituation of life than that in which 
ſhe was formerly placed ; and when this hope is taken away, it will 
by no means follow that thoſe women who vield to the violence of 
paſſion or the arts of ſeduction, muſt be reduced, by being caſt out 
from ſociety, to having no protector, to greater corruption and vice. 
In truth, it appeared to him that retirement was more becoming 
their ſituation than ſcenes of gaiety. And if in retirement they 
feel that penitence and contrition and remorſe for their errors which 
they ought to feel, and if they ſhew by their conduct that this con- 
trition is real, the higheſt benefits will accrue to themſelves, and he 
could pledge himſelf that they would, on returning to mingle in the 
world, be better reccived than if they had continued in the arms of 
their ſeducers. 

The Duke of CLARENCE entered at conſiderable length 
into a conſideration of the clauſes of tlc bill. He repre bated the 
manner in which it had been introduced, and the rapidity with 
which it was hurried through the Houſe. He had oppoſed the 
former bill which had been introduced upon this ſubject. It had 
been withdrawn on account of the groſs innovations on the laws of 
the land which it contained. - A ſhort time had intervened before 
this new bill was brought forward, but during that time their Lord- 
ſhips had been employed in the conſideration of a ſubject of great - 
national importance. At laſt the bill was brought foru ad, and in 
the courſe of eight days it had been hurried through the Houſe to 
this laſt ſtage of it. This he conceived to be a moſt unparlia- 
mentary proceeding. Time for deliberation had, fo far as he was 
zcquainted wich parliamentary proceedings, been uniformly granted 
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on every ſubject of ſuch importance as the preſent, and he thought 
it unbecoming that ſuch haſte ſhould be uſed in the preſent inſtance, 
It had been hinted by the noble Lord who had introduced the bill, 
that a wiſh had been expreſſed on the part of their Lordſhips for its 
introduction. It was no doubt the duty of all their Lordſhips, and 
conſequent'y his, to attend regularly on the buſineſs of the Houſe; 
but had he been in the Houſe when any ſuch intimation was given, 
he certainly would not have allowed it to paſs without his oppoſition 
and obſer ation. The Marriage Bill, which was introduced by 
Lord Hardwicke when he was Chancellor, was drawn up, after 
co on With twelve Judges, and in conicquence of their appro- 
bation ; bur ag knew not how this piece of parchment came upon 
the table ic gad been (aid that great legal authorities could be ad- 
duced in favour or this bill ; but he could confidently ſay, that legal 
authorities, not leſs reſpedtable thin any that had been or could be 
adduced in its favour, could be found, who entirely diſapprove of 
it? He had been brought up to entertain a high veneration for the 
old eſtabliſhed laws of this country. The bill, he conccived, was 
an innovation upon thoſe laws; and therefore he diſapproved of it. 
Extreme ſeverity alwavs defeated its object, and a government of 
perſuaſion and affection was ſtronger than one of force |! 

His Royal! Highneſs then went with much ſpirit, and great accu- 
Tracy, into the {fituitivns of women in various ages and countries. 
He pled eloquently for the ſex. In the carlier ages of Greece, he 
ſaid, women were allowed to vote in the public atlemblies : among 
the Romans, to prove the dignity of the ſex in the eyes of that na- 
tion, that both fexes were allowed to officiate at the altar: that all 
immodeſt diſcourſes were forbid in their preſence, and every one 
was ordered to give way to them in the ſtreets. Nothing could 
more ſhew the «exalted regard of the Romans to the fair ſex, than 
the ſtories of Lucretia and Virginia, He touched pleaſantly upon 
the mother of H=liogabalus having a ſeat in the Roman Senate; 
and of his inſtitution of a female ſcnate, which was confined to 
the regulation of dreis. He expatiated much about the women of 
ancient Germany, ſhewing that the men were proud to be regulated 
by their counſels ; as they imagined that the women were endowed 
with a kind of oracular wiſdom and prudence more than human. 
The ſhouts of the German women, he ſaid, often rallied the men, 
who then fought with deſperation to be eſteemed by the fair. The 
women of Gaul, his Royal Highneſs ſaid, were equally revered. 
The addreſs and eloquence of the women had at one time ſo power- 
ful an effect on the eve of a civil war, that when both parties were 
ready to engage, they were reconcilcd by the ladies, and embraced as 
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brothers. In the treaty with Hannibal, between the Gauls and Car- 
thaginians, it was ſtipulated, that ſhould the former have any com- 
plaint againſt the latter, it was to be ſettled by the Carthaginian Gene- 
ral. But if the Carthaginians had any complaint againſt the Gauls, 
it was to be ſettled by the women of Gaul. When peace or war was 
to be debated among the Gauls, they admitted women to their 
councils, nay often ſent them as ambaſſadors to negotiate treaties ! 
The women of the Franks ſat in their councils ; and the men were 
more afraid of their reproaches than of their enemies ſwords! The 
antient Britons held their women in high veneration ; and many of 
them ſhewed the moſt exalted talents, and even heroiſm. After 
thus dwelling with much hiſtorical knowledge on the tate of the 
fair ſex, and ſhewing that it muſt be univerſally acknowledged they 
were even more pure in their minds, naturally, than the pureſt of 
men, he could not but ſtrongly oppoſe every meaſure, ſuch as the 
preſent bill, that was calculated. to degrade thoſe whom we all 
ought to venerate and protect, as well as regard and love! As to 
the firſt regulation of the bill, had it ſtood by itſelf, he certainly 
would not have had ſuch ſtrong objections to it, as he had to the 
whole as it now ſtood. He would not ſay that it would have met 
with his ſupport, but his oppoſition would nut have been fo warm as 
it now was. A noble Lord had ſaid, that the crime of adultery 
was much increaſing of late years, from the lenity of the puniſhment 
inflicted upon it. He did not call in queſtion the veracity of the 
noble Lord ; perhaps a greater number of divorces had been granted 
by the Houſe. This might be the foundation of the noble Lord's 
opinion ; but this might be accounted for without fuppoſing that the 
number of adulteries had increaſed. The people of this country 
have long lived happily under the laws as they now ſtand ; any 
innovation upon them, in his opinion, could not be ſanctioned by 
any circumſtances which he had heard ſtated. Even the firſt regu- 
lation of the bill is not free from this imputation, as it conſtitutes a 
crime of what the law has hitherto conſidered only as a miſdemeanor, 
and as it lays upon the ſeducer two actions one criminal, and the 
other for damages. He was not ſo ſkilled in the laws of this coun- 
try as to be able to decide ; but he thought that perhaps it would 
be better, were it poſſible, according to the laws of the country, in 
many caſes to award the damages, not to the huſband, but to the 
public. But it was to the ſecond and abominable clauſe that his 
objections principally lay. It is not only a violation of the laws 
of the country, as they have been long eſtabliſhed, but it is uncha- 
ritable and cruel to the party who is generally leaſt to blame ; and 
it is the very worſt plan that can be adopted for the prevention of 
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this crime. His experience both in the military world and in the 
political world had convinced him, that harſh and ſevere meaſures 
were leſs efficacious for producing any end, than thoſe that are lc. 
nient and gentle. Now the very circumſtance that adulteries are 
better received in the world than they formerly were, is a proof that 
the world think the preſent laws againſt them too ſevere; and 
their Lordfhips ought to take care that they du not treſpaſs too far 
upon the general ſentiments of the country, by making ſtill ſeverer 
laws. He allowed that new and ſevere laws had of late years been 
paſſed upon political ſubjects, which had been of great uſe, and had 
perhaps ſaved the country. But there is an eſſential difference 
between theſe and the preſent bill, becauſe they were only paſſed for 
a limited time, whereas this is to remain binding for everlaſting, 
The noble Lord who introduced the bill, perhaps, has formed his 
ideas upon what he has obſerved in foreign countries, of the preva- 
lence of the crime of adultery. But whatever reſpect he might 
have for his Lordſhip's opinion on ſubjects of diplomacy, he could 
not in this inſtance approve of his ſentiments upon a ſubject of 
internal regulation. An anecdote which he had heard (the noble 
Secretary of State would correct him if it was falſe) would ſhew 


[Loxps, 


that foreigners ſometimes think they know more of the internal po- 


licy and cuſtoms of a country than the inhabitants of that country ; 
and how much are they often deceived! A Britiſh Envoy at a 
Foreign Court was negotiating a treaty with that Court, by which 
Great Britain was to pay immediately to that Court a large ſub- 
ſidy. The Envoy of the Foreign Court in this country wrote 
home that the Britiſh Miniſter could not raiſe or grant any money 
without conſent of Parliament, which was not then fitting, and 
that of courſe the treaty could not be fulfilled. Now the noble 
Lord, by reſiding ſo much abroad, has imbibed a great many of 
the ideas of foreigners, and 13 better acquainted with their manners 
and cuſtoms than thoſe of this country ; and he has brought in 
this bill, which may be adapted to their manners, but which cer- 
tainly is neither conſiſtent with the laws nor the cuſtoms and man- 
ners of England. 

His Royal Highneſs then lamented that indiſpoſition ſtill re- 
tained one of the great ornaments of the law (the Lord Chancellor) 
from preſiding in that Houſe. For as that learned Lord had de- 
clared himſelf a friend to the bill, he meant only to have requeſted 
his Lordſhip to recur to the month of April 1771, when his all- 
powerful eloquence threw out a ſimilar bill-in the Commons Houſe 
of Parliament. He would juſt briefly ſtate the ſate of that ſimilar 
bill, as extracted from Dcbrett's Debates. 
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In April 1771 the bill concerning divorces was ſent down 
from the Lords, and was moved in the Commons to be read. The 
purport of it was, © That, in all future bills of divorce, a clauſe 
e ſhould be inſerted, that the adulterer ſhould not be at liberty to 
« marry the perſon againſt whom the act was obtained, and that 
« any children born of thoſe parents ſhould be deemed illegi- 
« timate.“ 

The arguments in favour of this bill were: © That the bill will 
« in ſome degree check the frequent adulteries; as no lady could 
« rely on the promiſes of a lover to marry her in caſe of a di- 
&« vorce : that it would put a lady on her guard againſt a falſe 
« friend, who, under the cloak of friendſhip, might infinuate 
« himſelf into the family; and, taking part in the little quarrels 
between a man and his wife, take advantage of little opportu- 
« nities to prevail over the lady's virtue: that the facility with 
e which divorces were now obtained, made it be feared that forgiving 
« people would, on falſe ſuggeſtions, and bare proofs, apply for 
them when there was no other cauſe but diſlike in the parties, and 
« that in ſome meaſure this would throw a damp on ſuch appli- 
©« cations.” | 

Lords Beauchamp and Strange oppoſed the bill. It was urged, 
e That this would by no means ſtop the frequency of adulteries, 
© as the proſpeQ of a future marriage was too diſtant a temptation 
« to the commitment of it, the preſent paſſions being evidently the 
% cauſe: that it was levelled againſt the ladies; and would leave 
“ thoſe who were ſo unfortunate as to be ſeduced, in the worſt 
* ſituation poſſible ; in ſo bad a one, that, declaring ſhe ſhould not 
* marry the perſon ſhe had finned with, it muſt either follow that 
* ſhe would cohabit with him to the ſcandal of ſociety, or elſe muſt 
* be debarred ſociety, and be deemed improper to marry at all, as 
none elſe would probably marry her: that the principle of the 
© bill, if extended, would be of the utmoft detriment to popula- 
tion; as few marriages were contracted, among the poor people, 
but by the man to the girl he had debauched : that the bill was 
* alſo ridiculous in itſelf ; fince it bound the Legiſlature to a rule 
* that every ſubſequent act of divorce might repeal or confirm as 
* Parliament pleaſed ; and which rule might be followed by the 
* inſertion of this clauſe, without a formal act of Paliament.“ 

owever, it was carried for reading the bill, 63 to 56. 

April 3oth 177 1, the Divorce Bill was propoſed to be committed. 

his. was oppoſed on the ſame grounds as before, and ſupported 
with the fame arguments. Lord Strange ſaid, „The only true 


* ſyſtem to prevent a vice of this nature, was to reform the manners 
SH 4 Roe 44 
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« of the women: but whilſt the Coterie, Cornely's, Almack's, and 
<« and the other public places of rendezvous for company were ſo 
e much encouraged, it would be impoſſible to have any refor- 
mation.“ 

© Mr. Wedderburne, now Lord Chancellor, oppoſed the bill on 
ſubſtantial grounds: He ſhewed the impracticability of ex ccuting a 
law of this nature ; that it would operate as a prohibition for fu- 
ture laws of divorce, as the name of the adulterer could not always 


be come at. This bill was rejected, 80 to 60, chiefly by the 


eloquence of Mr. Wedderburne ; although Lords Beauchamp and 
Strange ſpoke with great ſpirit and eloquence, and were very perſe- 
vering, and at laſt ſucceſsful.” 

Now let us, ſaid the illuſtrious Duke, take a leſſon from argu- 
ments againſt the bill in 1771, and a proper warning by its fate! 
Let us not be guided by falſe policy, or inflamed by miſtaken mo- 
rality, to carry this bill through, to the diſgrace of the modeſt part- 
ners of your bed, and to the reproach of your ſober judgment ! for 
it will hazard much evil, without doing any one effenn:al gocd. 
His Royal Highneſs concluded with expreſſing his decided diſap- 
probation of the bill. 

Lord HOBART ſaid, excluſive of the eſteem he had for the 
talents of his noble friend and relation who had introduced the bill, 
he conſidered him as a Peer, who, from his thorough knowledge of 
the conſtitution of his country, and of its penal Jaws, (to which hz 
had been known to have devoted much of his time and attention,) 
was peculiarly well qualified, and more ſo than moſt men, to draw 
ſuch a bill as that before the Houſe, and to judge of the propriety of 
that clauſe which the noble and illuſtrious Duke had been pleaſed 

to term, and till continued to term, the absminable clauſe. He re- 
garded what the illuſtrious Duke had ſaid of his noble relation 
having more the feelings of a foreign ambaſſador acting upon the 
notions he had imbibed abroad, than as a man perfeaAly maſter of 
the laws of his country, as a mere pleaſantry of the illuſtrious Duke, 
which he had choſen to indulge in for the ſake of introducing an 
anecdote about a ſubſidiary treaty. His Lordſhip ſupported the 
bill as a means of prevention of the great crime of adultery, and of 
puniſhment of the adulterer. Some noble Lords ſeemed to be cf 
opinion that the bill was too ſevere, while others thought it did not 
go far enough; but upon this ſubject he was rather diſpoſed to 
take the middle courſe, which might have all the effect that was 
neccſſary, without going io the extreme of rigour. He would atk 
whether there was not a claſs of men in this town who made ſeduc- 
tion their pleaſure, and adultery their buſineſs? If there was, be 
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could not be ſurpriſed at the oppoſition to this meaſure. As the law 
now ſtood, there was no difficulty in procuring divorces ; and 
women were at liberty to indulge their incontinency, provided they 
had confidence in their ſeducers to truſt to a future marriage. To 
prevent theſe ſcandalous abuſes was the objet of the bill, which 
afforded the fame ſort of admonition to married ladies that might be 
expected from a father to his child. 

The Biſhop of ROCHESTER roſe, and ſpoke to the following 
effect: — My Lords, it may feem that I ought to rife with great 
ditfidence before your Lordſhips, after the admonition I have re- 


ceived from a noble Earl, who ſpoke early in this night's debate, of 


my utter incapacity to form any judgment in a matter of the fort 
now before the Houſe. But, my Lords, I am encouraged by the 
example of the noble and learned Lord upon the woolſack, and by 
the example of a Right Reverend Prelate near me ; who, notwith- 
ſtanding they were equally with myſelf included in the incapacity 
imputed in common to recluſes of the law, and to recluſes of the 
church, to legal and eccleſiaſtical monks, have nevertheleſs adven- 
tured to give their opinion upon the preſent oecaſion. But, my 
Lords, much more than by the example of the noble and learned 
Lord upon the woolſack, much more than by the example of the 
Right Rev. Prelate near me, I feel myſelf emboldened by the 
public judgment of my country, by repeated and expreſs declara- 
tions in the ſtatute book. My Lords, at a time when there was 
little partiality for the authority of the church, in the reign of 
Henry VIII. it is repeatedly afferted in the ſtatutes, aſſerted as the 
ground of many particular enadments, that the proper judges, in 
cauſes matrimonial, are divines and canoniits ; that divines and 
canoniſts are the perſons beſt qualified to judge of the crime of 
adultery — what is to be deemed adultery —what puniſhment ſhould 
be applied to it ; and the temporal judges, in thoſe times, gave the 
fame opinion. When prohibition was prayed to ſtop proceedings 
in the Eccleſiaſtical courts, in cauſes of adultery, it was conſtantly re- 
fuſed ; and refuſed upon this avowed principle, by the Juſtices in 
the Court of King's Bench, that the Eccleſiaſtical courts were the 
proper courts to have cognizance of adultery, becauſe it is a matter 
in which divines and canoniſts are the moſt competent judges. 
That branch therefore of the law with which the preſent queſtion 
is moſt Immediately connected, the wiſdom of our anceſtors has 
placed in the hands of thoſe whom the noble Earl pronounces inca- 
pable of forming any ſound judgment in ſuch matters. 

My Lords, I was perfectly aſtoniſhed at the reflections which 


the noble Earl thought proper to caſt upon the Keclefiaſtical courts, 
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One of his Lordfhip's great objections to the preſent bill is, that, 
introducing a new puniſhment of adultery, it nevertheleſs reſerves 
the juriſdiction of theſe courts. The noble Earl talks of this ju- 
riſdiction as a perfect nuiſance in the country. The Eccleſiaſtical 
courts, in the noble Earl's conceptions, are an Augæan ſtable, which 
want an Hercules to cleanſe them. My Lords, I muſt tell the 
noble Earl, what I need not tell your Lordſhips, that the proceed- 
ings in the Eccleſiaſtical courts are as regular, and go with as much 
certainty to ſerve the purpoſes of ſubſtantial juſtice, as thoſe in the 
Temporal courts. It is true, my Lords, they have, in thoſe mat- 
ters that are ſubjeR to their cognizance, a ſyſtem of law and juriſ- 
prudence of their own, and their own forms of proceeding. But 
their ſyſtem is a wiſe well-digeſted ſyſtem, founded on the 
general principles of juſtice ; and their forms are regular, known, 
and certain: and in the hands in which the adminiſtration of that 
part of the law of the country is at preſent placed, and has been 
placed for a long time backward, no one will preſume to ſay, that 
Juſtice is not diſtributed with as much ability, and as much in- 
tegrity, in thoſe courts, as in any other court of law or equity in 
Great Britain. | 
My Lords, I derive further encouragement to offer my opinion 
upon the preſent occaſion, from the example of my noble friend, the 
original mover of this bill (Lord Auckland). For, my Lords, the 
incapacity imputed to me, and the recluſes of the law, is not con- 
fined tous; it extends over various deſcriptions of perſons in this 
aſſembly ; and my noble friend is included under the ſame diſ- 
= ability. My Lords, it ſeems his grave and weighty occupations, as 
4 a public miniſter at foreign courts, have kept him retired like us 
N from ſcenes of gaiety and diſſipation; and he is deſtitute of all that 
ability for the preſent diſcuſſion, which is not to be acquired without 
much experience in the arts of practical gallantry. My Lords, 
theſe men of public buſineſs, theſe foreign miniſters, are all of 
them, like myſelf, like my brethren on this bench, like the noble 
and learned Lord upon the woolſack, like his brethren in Weſt- 
minſter Hall, they are all very drivellers in theſe ſubjets! monks! 
recluſes! mere old women, my Lords! It is a ſhame you ſhould 
mind any thing they ſay. | 
However, my Lords, I ſhall take courage to offer my opinion, 


— 
— 


4 Mg, © x _—_— ? pd * 4 =” 
* * 9 N * . = 4 "k * * 5 — * * F — 
— RE; RY 21% oz wa 4. , * n ＋ 
4% 225 4 8 4 pe * * -« * - Of . * 4 - 
I 1 * * r * g 8 
— 4 —_— , N hs 
* 


22 


La 5 
«ya 0 22. * 
8 * 2 K O 


My Lords, the objections to the bill have been taken upon fo many 
different grounds; what they want ſingly in weight, they fo abun- 
dantly make up in number ; that although I am not at a loſs what 
to reply to any one, I am indeed much at loſs with which to begin. 


ſuch as it may be, perhaps at ſome length, upon the preſent ſubject. 
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U 
There is ſo little coherence in the different objections among them- 

| ſelves, that they lead to no partieular order. And to give perſpi- 
cuiy, and wha! I can of brevity to my argument, I muſt endeavour 
to reduce them to {me general heads. 


One ground of 9hbjeCtion has been, that the bill is an alteration 
of the laws ot the land. 
Another, that it gives a double puniſhment for one crime—not 
| taking away the aclion of damages, when it makes the adulterer 
liable to indid ment. 


; The Divine law has been much brought in queſtion. It is con- 


. tended on our fide, that the marriage of a divorced adultreſs with 
t the adulterer is itſelf adultery by the law of God. The oppoſers of 
- the bill not only deny this, but they allege the law of God in juſti- 


fication of ſuch marriages. 
Another objection is, and a great one it would be, if it could be 


n made out, that the effect of the ciauſe prohibiting ſuch marriages 
at will be the very reverſe of that which the promoters of the bill 
n- expect; that it will promote adultery, inſtead of reſtraining it. 

in Now, my Lords, with reſpe& to the firſt objection, that the bill 

will change the law of the land, your Lordſhips may remember, 

on that, in a former debate, I ventured to meet this objection, ſo far as 
he it regards that part of the bill which makes adultery a miſdemeanor 
he puniſhable by the Temporal. courts, with a flat denial. I ſaid, this 
n- did not amount to a change of the law; and I was doubtful whether 
his in this I ſhould have the concurrence of the noble and learned Lord 
liſ- upon the woolſack, But, my Lords, I have the ſatisfaction to 
28 find, from what I have heard this night, that there is no difference 
us of opinion between the noble and learned Lord and me, upon this, 
hat more than upon any other part of the ſubject; the noble Lord 
out having ſtated, with more preciſion and accuracy, the very ſame diſ- 
rds, tinctions which were in my mind when I made the aſſertion, and are 

of indeed the ground of it. My Lords, if the bill created any new 
ble crime, if it made that criminal which the law never conſidered or 
eſt- 


treated as a crime before, that I ſhould allow to be a very mate- 
rial alteration of the laws of England. But no new crime is created. 
Adultery always was a crime by the laws of England. A new 
puniſhment is applied, and a new mode of proſecution is eſtabliſhed, 


jon, But when the penalties hitherto applied have been found inſufficient 
ect. to the prevention of the crime, and the mode of proſecution ineffec- 
any tual, I cannot admit that the enactment of ſtronger penalties, and 
un- the introduction of a more vigorous mode of proſecution, are an 


eſſential alteration of the law. Theſe meaſures ſeem to me to be 
only an affirmance of the old law - means of enforcing obedience 
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of preventing thoſe offences, which it always was an object of the 


law to prevent by adequate puniſhments. I cannot ſce that the 
making of adultery a miſdemeanor is any dangerous Innovation in 
the law; it is only a ſtrengthening of it. 


Noble Lords contend, that even this. reaſoning (the juſtice of 


which, I know, they admit not) is not applicable to what they call 
the abominable claufe : this, they fay, is an alteration of the law 
upon my own principles, fince it makes that henceforth unlawful 
v hieh at preſent is lawful, inaſmuch as the marriage of the divorced 
adultrefs with her ſeducer is not forbidden by the law of England 
as it ſtands at preſent. 

But, my Lords, here again I muſt diſſent. I maintain, that this 
bill, in this particular clauſe, is the very reverſe of innovation. [ 
ſay, my Lords, that the preſent practice is a departure from the true 
principles of the law, and from the ancient practice; and that this 
bill, in the abominable clauſe, reverting to the old principle, and 
reſtoring the old practice, inſtead of innovating, aboliſhes innova- 
tion. My Lords, inaſmuch as cauſes matrimonial belong to the 
Feelefiafticat juriſdiction, the Canon law, ſo far as it has not been 
altered by ſtatute, and fo far as it has been uniformly adopted as the 
rule of our Eccleſiaſtical courts, is upon this ſubject a branch of the 
Common taw of England. By the Common law of England therefore 
(for by the of Canon law, the law of this ſubjeR), parties ſeparated 
a menſa et thro, by the ſentence of the Court, are not allowed to 
contract a new marriage, the one during the life of the other; and 
any neu marriage ſo contracted is illegal; and the cohabitation of 
parties, under colour of ſuch illegal marriage, is adultery. ** In all 
*« ſentences for divorce and ſeparation a thoro et menſa, there ſhall 
« he a caution and reſtraint inſerted in the act of the ſaid ſentence, 
« that the parties ſo ſeparated ſhall live chaſtly and continently; 
« neither ſhall they, Suring each other's life, contract matrimony 
« with other perſ in.“ This is the 107th of our Canons of 1603. 
Eut this is only the general rule of the old Canon law, transferred 
into the domeſtic canons of our Reformed Church : for, what ſzys 
the old Canon law? © Nec illi nubere conceditur, vivo viro 2 quo 
« rect 5 neque huic &'cram ducere, viva uxore quam dimiſit.” 
And of the fame” tenor were our oun ancient Conſtitution: 
« Secundum evangelicam diſciplinam, nee uxor 4 viro dimiſſi 
« ium accipiat-*virum, vivente viro ſuo ; nee vir aliam accipiat 
« yxurem, vivente uxore priore: ſed ita maneant, aut fibimet te. 
e concilientur.” This was the condition of ſcparated parties, both 
_ abſolutely reſtrained from contracting any new marriage during 

their joint lives, till it was firſt propoſed, in the R Jer mais Legum 
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in the caſe of ſeparation for cauſe of adultery, to give the injured party 
liberty of marrying again, but with expreſs reſtridtion of the indul- 
gence to the innocent party: Cum-alter conjux adulterii damna- 
« tus eſt, alteri licebit in ti novum ad matrimonium fi volet 


« progredi. Nec enim uſque adeo debet integra perſona crimine 
te alieno premi, ccelibatus ut invite poſſit obtrudi. Quapropter in- 
<« tegra perſona non habebitur adultera, fi novo ſe matrimonis de- 
« yinxerit.” But as the Refyrmatio Legum never paſſed into a law, 
the practice came in by degrees, of giving this liberty to the huſ- 
band ſeparated from an adulterous wife, by theſe private bills of 
divorce which are now become ſo common. But it never was in 
the imagination of the Legiſlature, when ſuch bills were firſt intro- 
duced, that they were to go to the effect of ſetting the adultreſs at 
liberty; that an act of the Legiſlature, relieving the injured huſ- 
band from the difficulties his wife's guilt had brought upon him, 
was to enable the guilty wife to carry her wicked purpoſe to its ulti- 
mate effect. This extravagant notion, I believe, took its riſe from 
the ſtrange principle ſet up by Archbiſhop Cranmer and his aſſo- 
ciates, in the caſe of Lord Northampton, which was recited by a 
noble Lord, I believe with accuracy, in a former debate. Arch- 
biſhop Cranmer, and thoſe who fat with him upon that queſtion, 
upon his ſuggeſtion, ſaid, that a marriage once diſſolved was as 
though it never had been had, and that both parties were ſet at 
liberty. With a great reverence for the memory of that illuſtrious 
reformer, I have no heſitation in ſaying, that upon this occaſion 
the venerable Archbiſhop rcafoned more like a monk than. a 
ſenator ; he came to a concluſion upon a great queſtion of law and 
Juſtice, upon a mere logical ſubtlety, applying abſtract principles to 
a practical queſtion, without due accommodation of them to the par- 
ticular circumſtances of the caſe, in which way of application ab- 
ſtrat principles are apt to be fallacious c. The concluſion to which 
he came I maintain to be contrary to one of the moſt univerſal rules 
of juriſprudence; that no law is to be fo interpreted as to make 
any one the better for his own wrong. But is not the adultreſs the 
better for her own wrong, if, when ſeparated from her huſband for 


IT 


— 


It is to be obſerved, however, that the intended application of the 
principle was only to the relief of the injured huſband: for the queſtion 
before the committee of biſhops was only this: Whether the Lord 
Northampton, ſeparated from his wife for her adultery, might lawfully 
and conſcientioully con: ract a new marriage, the divorced wife living? 

heir deciſion, with reſpect to him, was juſt : but the principle, in the 


extent in which it was laid down, was abſurd, and has been the ſource of 
much miſchief and confuſion. 
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her crime, ſhe is, by virtue of that very ſeparation, that is, in effe hy 
virtue of her crime, ſet at liberty to go on to the full ſatisfaction of her 
criminal deſires, under the ſanction of a legal marriage with her 
ſeducer? I maintain, that every ſuch marriage is contrary to the 
true principles of the Law of England, and contrary to the original 
intention of the Legiſlature, in granting bills of divorce. And this 
bill recalls, as I have ſaid, the true principles and the old practice. 
But, my Lords, I muſt explicitly diſclaim an inference that has 
been faſtened upon this aſſertion of mine; an inference which I 
not only diſclaim, but abominate. It has been ſaid, that if theſe 
principles of mine are true, the marriages (which are very nume- 
rous) that have of late years taken place between divorced wives 
and their ſeducers, muſt be abſolutely null and void, and the offspring 
of all ſuch marriages muſt be illegitimate. My Lords, that the 
validity of all theſe marriages, ſtands upon no better ground than a 
practice ſwerving from principle, I ever will maintain. But that 
they are not to be deemed valid, after the continuance of the prac- 
tice for ſo many years, with the connivance of the Courts of Law 
and of the Legiſlature ; that the children of all ſuch marriages 
are illegitimate ; theſe would be miſchievous wicked infer- 
ences. This is not the only inſtance in which wiſe laws have ſuf- 
fered a ſort of tacit repeal by a general conſent in the neglect of 
them, and have paſſed into deſuetude. And in ſuch caſes the old 
law cannot ſafely be reſtored, but by new enadtments. And to 
every thing previous to thoſe new enactments, the rule applies, 
« uod fieri non debet, factum valet*.” But, my Lords, if the 
caſe of theſe marriages were as the objection to my argument ſup- 
poſes, it would be an additional argument for this bill. This bill 
puts out of doubt the validity of all theſe marriages already had, 
and the legitimacy of the offspring. If the one or the other could 
be called in queſtion as they now ſtand, when once this bill ſhall 
be paſſed into a law they never can be called in queſtion ; for, 
what ſays the bill? that, © after the paſſing of this ac, it ſhall not 
be lawful, &c.” My Lords, the very paſſing of a bill to make a 
thing unlawful for all time to come, implies, of neceſſity implies, 
that in time paſt, previous to the paſſing of the bill, the thing was 
deemed lawful ; ſo that this bill, making ſuch marriages in future, 


* And this rule muft be applied, even in caſes in which a law of the 
country, bottomed on the Divine law, has through inadvertence and miſ- 
conſtruction of the law, been infringed for a long courſe of time, and in 
numerous inſtances. The error muſt be corrected for the future without 
retroſpect. The Moſaic law went even further than this; when, for po- 
litical reaſons, it tolerated the continuance of practices very inconſiſtent” 
with the original inſtitution of marriage, | 
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but in future only, unlawful, legaliſes all that have been already 
had, and lays aſleep all doubts about the civil condition of the 
offspring. : 

But, my Lords, by the letter of the Divine law, I perſiſt in my 
aſſertion, that all theſe intermarriages of the adultreſs with her ſe- 
ducer, after a bill of divorce from her former huſband, are adul- 
teries. A noble Earl has gone ſo far in the contrary opinion, as 
to maintain, that ſuch marriages, ſo far from being forbidden, are 
commanded by the divine law. In proof of this, the noble Earl 
produced a paragraph of the Moſaic law, in which it is com- 
manded, that if a man lie with a damſel that is not betrothed, 
« ſhe ſhall be his wife, he may not put her away all his days*.” 
But this relates only to virgins ;-—* a damſel that is a virgin“ 
are the very words of the text. There is no ſort of doubt, that, 
by the Moſaic law, a man, having deflowered a virgin, was obliged 
to marry her. But let the noble Earl look again, and find me, 
if he can, any law of Moſes, or any paſſage in the whole Bible, 
which commands, or even permits, the divorced adultreſs to marry 
the partaker of her guilt. 

But, my Lords, when I ſpeak of the Divine law, I mean 
the divine law as it ſtands under the goſpel. By that law I contend 
theſe marriages are adulteries. By the laws of Moſes, the puniſh- 
ment of adultery was death: and a large power of repudiation 
was given to the huſband for inferior offences. In the latter pe- 
riods of the Jewiſh hiſtory, when the morals of the people were 
exceedingly relaxed and depraved, capital puniſhment in the caſe of 
adultery was rarely inflicted ; but the power of repudiation was 
uſed, in an extent beyond any thing the letter of the law could juſ- 
tify ; and this the more ſober part of the nation ſeem to have un- 
derſtood. Our Lord was conſulted concerning the propriety of ſuch 
divorces. His anſwer was, that, by the original inſtitution of mar- 
riage, the contract was indiſſoluble. That the liberty of divorce, 
under the Moſaic law, was an accommodation to a certain hardneſs 
of heart among the Jewiſh people—that from the beginning it was 
not ſo. He adds, And I ſay unto you, (I, in conformity to the 
ſpirit of the inſtitution, thus lay down my law :) whoſoever ſhall 
put away his wife, except it be for fornication, and ſhall marry 
another, committeth adultery : and whoſo marrieth her which is 

put away, committeth adultery *. In the firſt epiſtle to the Co- 


——— 


Deut. xxii, 28, 29. 
＋ Matt. xix, 3—9. In this gth verſe, “I ſay unto you, &c.“ our 
Lord lays down his own law, without regard to the law of Moſes, which 
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rinthians, St. Paul lays down the ſame rule, as a poſitive command 
of our Lord, with reſpe& to married perſons, both Chriſtians, 
Where one of the parties was a Heathen or a Jew, and the other 
a Chriſtian, the caſe admitted ſome exceptions. But in the caſe of 
huſband and wife, both Chriſtian, the Apoitle ſays, ** Unto the mar- 
ried I command, {not I, but the Lord,) let not the wife be ſeparated 
from her huſband. But if ſhe be ſeparated, let her remain un- 
married, or be reconciled to her huſband *.” The Apoſtle enjoins 
this, not as from himſelf, but as a poſitive command of Chriſt.— 
The Apoſtle therefore agrees in my interpretation of our Lord's 
words, when I ſay, that, as the divine law is laid down by our 
Lord himſelf, in his anſwer to the Phariſees, the cc hibitation of a di- 
vorced adultreſs with her ſeducer, under colour of a marriage, not- 
withſtanding the connivance of human laws, is groſs adultery. 

My Lords, in a former night's debate, (to which I may be per- 
mitted to allude, though not ſtrictly in order; becauſe it was agreed 
on both ſides to poſtpone the diſcuſſion of points of argument then 
generally opened, till the bill ſhould reach its preſent ſtage ;) I ſay, 
my Lords, when what I have juſt now ſaid of the marriages of theſe 
divorced women, under the law of the Goſpel, fell from me in a 
former night's debate, a noble Earl quarrelled with the preſump- 
tion, as it ſeemed to him, of the aſſertion ; reminding me, that the 
cauſe of thoſe whom I ventured to call adultreſſes, was not to be 
Judged before the laſt great day; and the noble Earl added, that on 
that day he knew it would be judged mercifully. My Lords, I 
really believe, there is leſs difference between the noble Earl's ſenti- 
ments upon that point and mine, than the noble Earl himſelf ima- 
gines. The noble Earl ſeems to confound two things, which are 
totally diſtin& : the general enactments of the divine law, and the 
application of thoſe general enaꝭ ments to fix the final doom of every 
individual. My Lords, if I ſay that the crime of adultery is 
generally forbidden by the ten commandments, the noble Earl 
will not contradict me, or tax me with preſumption, If I fay 
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he abrogates. By Chriſt's law, the man who puts away his wife, except 
for aduitery, and marries another, commits adultery. And he who mar- 
ries her, thus put away by Chriſt's law for adultery, the only cauſe of put- 
ting away under Chriſt's law, committeth adultery, This is the only 
expoſition which our Lord's words can bear. tor by the law of Moſes 
it was not adui:-ry for a man to put away his wife for another cauſe 
than adultery, ard marry another. Neither was it adultery by the Mo- 
ſaic law for another man to marry a woman put away. See Deut. XXIV. 
1, 2. 8 1 . 

* 3 Cor. vii. 10, 11. 
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that adultery is generally forbidden by the Chriſtian religion under 
pain of eternal damnation, the noble Earl will not eontradict me, 
nor tax me with preſumption, What is to be deemed adultery, 
the noble Earl and I ſhall not agree. If I fay that the marriage of 
the wife, divorced for adultery, with her ſeducer, is itſelf adultery 
of the moſt heinous kind, the noble Earl will contradi& me, be- 
cauſe he holds the contrary opinion. Still he has no right to tax 
me with preſumption ; fince, in my judgment, the caſe has been 
ſo ruled by what I ſuppoſe I may be allowed to call the very higheſt 
eccleſiaſtical authority. But, my Lords, if I were to aſſert, of any 
individual adultreſs, ſhe is loſt for ever; the has been guilty of 
that which never can be pardoned : much more, were I to aſſert, of 
all the women who have wantonly contracted marriage with the 
ſeducers of their affections from their former huſbands—if I were 
to pronounce, of all theſe adultreſſes, or any one of them, that their 
irreverſible doom is to endleſs puniſhment ; my Lords, I ſhould be 
guilty of moſt impious horrible preſumption, and I ſhould juſtly 
incur the noble Earl's reprehenſion. My Lords, it is my duty to 
teach, and to maintain, that there is no crime, which, upon a true 
repentance, God will not pardon. And God forbid that I ſhould: 
think otherwiſe of theſe unfortunate women, than that many of 
them will be brought to ſincere repentance ! and when once they 
are brought to repentance, their pardon is certain. If the noble 

Earl therefore, when he ſays their caſe will be mercifully judged at 
the laſt day, means only, that the merciful proviſion of the Goſpel, 

for the pardon of penitent ſinners, extends to this ſpecies of fin as 

much as to any other, I entirely concur with the noble Earl in 

that opinion. Still I muſt aſſert, that the cohabitation of a wife, di- 

vorced for adultery, with a new huſband, the former huſband living, 

is adultery by the divine law : fince I have for that opinion the 

decifion of our Lord himſelf, and the Apoſtle's expoſition, agreeing 
with my own, upon that deciſion. 

My Lords, I believe I have taken this diſcuſſion upon the 
Divine law ſomewhat out of the order of general heads which I 
laid down, And I muſt now go back to another ground of objec- 
tion, which, to ſay the truth, in the variety of matter that preſſes 
upon me in this argument, I had almoſt forgotten ; namely, that 
this bill, not taking away the huſband's action of damages, when it 
makes the adulterer liable to indictment, in effect gives a double 
puniſhment for the ſame crime. My Lords, is this any novelty in 
the law of this country ? Are there not many cafes, in which a 
party injured by ſuch a& of another as is at the ſame time a 
public crime and a private wrong is at liberty to purſue the offender, 
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either by indidtment or action of damages? But, in ſuch caſes, the 
guilty party is not liable te both puniſhments. He is not to ſuffer 
for miſdemeanor, and to pay damages too. I believe, in all theſe caſes 
there is a particular proceſs, by which His Majeſty's Attorney Ge- 


neral calls upon the party complaining to make his election whe- 
ther he will proceed by indictment or by action. of damages. He 


is at liberty to take his remedy in either way, but not in both. And 
this, my Lords, I apprehend, will be the cafe under this bill.— 
This, however, is a point upon which I ſpeak with diffidence, be- 
cauſe it belongs to the learning of Monks of another order. But if 
I have deſcribed the practice of the courts erroneouſly, I hope the 
ſuperior of that other order, the noble and learned Lord upon the 
woolſack, will contradict me. ; : 
But, my Lords, we are told that the action of damages tends to 
promote adultery ; and that, for this reaſon, a bill brought in for 
the prevention of adultery ought to aboliſh that action. It is ſup- 
poſed to promote adul y in this way. Many a baſe ſordid huſband 
contrives to offer his wife to the arts of a ſeducer, in order to entich 
himſelf by the damages which he hopes to recover. My Lords, I 
agree with the noble and learned Lord upon the woolſack, in the 
opinion he delivered the other night, that the injured huſband, in 
certain ſituations in life, may fairly and honourably ſeek the benefit 
of the action of damages; and that he ought not to be deprived of 
it. But in caſes of connivance and colluſion, it is my belief that 
the damages given by the jury never are received. And this is a 
ſtrong argument for another mode of puniſhment, not liable to be 
evaded by the colluſion and ſecret good underſtanding of the parties. 
I come now, my Lords, to conſider the laſt article of objection, 
taken from the ſuppoſed effect of what is called the abominable 
clauſe, as if that were likely to be the reverſe of what the promoters 


of the bill expect from it. 


Upon this head it has been argued, that the experience of the 
thing is poſitively againſt us. This inference from experience is 
not very clearly made out ; but it is founded on a compariſon of 
the manners of the women in this country, where the practice of 
divorce for cauſe of adultery obtains, with the manners of married 
women in foreign countries, profeſſing the Roman Catholic reli- 
gion, which allows not of ' divorce for any cauſe. It is ſaid, that in 
thoſe countries adultery is far more frequent: and this greater fre- 
queney of the crime js aſeribed to the abſolute diſuſe and prohibition 
of divorce in thoſe countries. My Lords, I am very ready to be- 
lieve the fact, and equally ready to admit that the true cauſe 's 


aligned for it: becauſe I can eaſily imagine that the women will 
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be leſs ſtrict, where they know, that, be their conduct ever ſo bad, 
their huſbands cannot caſt them off, but are till under the neceſ- 
ſity of ſupporting them as their wives, and muſt father the offspring. 
This ſcems indeed to be a very ſtrong argument in favour of our 
practice of divorce for adultery. I have ſometimes had doubts 
upon that point. I have ſometimes thought, that it had been a 
happy thing for the public if no bill of divorce had ever paſſed. 
But, I confeſs, that the notorious prevalence of adultery, in countries 
where divorce is by no means to be had, ſeems to prove the eon- 
trary. But, my Lords, there is no further inference. I can find 
nothing in the ſtatement of the cafe between this and foreign coun- 
tries, that offers any thing like experiment to decide the preſent 
queſtion in this country where divorce is admitted, of the policy or 
impolicy of the reſtraint propoſed to be laid upon divorced women. 
Nor do I ſce how it is poſſible that foreign countries ſhould furniſh 
any ſuch experiment. Becauſe divorce muſt take place, before you 
can have experience of the good or ill of any thing that is to fol- 
low it. | 

I conceive, therefore, that we have no way of judging of the 
utility or inutility of the reſtraint propoſed by this bill, but by a 
probable eſtimation of the different manner in which the minds of 
parties in adultery are likely to be affected, before the actual com- 
miſſion of the crime, by the law as it now ſtands, and by the law as 
it will ſtand if this bill ſhould paſs into a law. This is the only 
way to Judge of the expedience of the clauſe of reſtraint as a pre- 
ventive ; in which light I conlider it. 

Now, my Lords, I imagine, that, in moft cafes of adultery that 
come before your Lordſhips, the firſt incitement to the crime, on 
either fide, has been the mere animal appetite—nct groſs brutal 
ſenſuality : that ſentiments of mutual friendſhip and affeRion 
have mixed themſelves with appetite : that theſe ſentiments of 
affection have had ſomewhat of a juſt foundation, in the amiable 
qualities and elegant accompliſhments of either party. I ſuppoſe 
that this mixed paſſion, a compound of deſires highly criminal, 
and of certain ſympathies of the mind in themſelves innocent, is, 
in moſt inſtances, the incentive to the crime on both ſides. I may 
luppoſe tov, that, in many caſes, the huſband's treatment of the wife 
is not ſuch as to recal her wandering affections: that he cares 
little about her : that, from his indifference, and her levity, they 
are become objects of mutual diſguſt and averſion ; and that the 
huſband perhaps, no leſs than the wife, has ſet his heart upon a new 
connection. Now, what ſays the law, according to the preſent prac- 
tice, to theſe three parties? It ſays this—* Nothing fo caſy as for 
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all of you to have your ſeveral wiſhes. Nothing is wanting but a 
little money on the part of the huſband, who muſt ſet the whole 
ſcheme a-going, to anſwer the expence of the law proceedings. And 
that want the proceedings themſelves may perhaps ſupply. Let the 
huſband give the lady and the lover opportunity. Then let him 
bring his action of damages. His damages, if he takes them, will 
defray his charges in ihe Spiritual courts, and in beth Houſes of 
Parliament. The lady muſt make no defence. She muſt kindly 
ſupply the huſband with the proofs of her own ſhame. The lover 
muſt not defend the action of damages. He may find his account in 
ſuffering judgment to go by default. Great damages may be 
given. But, if the hutband is opulent, every ſhilling may be re- 
mitted. However that may be, if you car amongſt you defray 
the charges, a divorce will be obtained, and you will all be at li- 
berty.” My Lords, is it fit that the laws of a civilized country, of 
a Chriſtian country, ſhould hold this language to three ſuch parties as 
I have ſet before your Lordſhips; the indifferent huſband, the gay 
wife, the amorous ſeducer? 

But now, my Lords, let us fee how the matter will ſtand, if the 
laws are altered in the manner we propoſe. The lady, I ſhould 
think, will have ſome conſideration of the ſituation to which the 
indulgence of a criminal paſſion would reduce her. I ſhall not 
dwell upon the miſeries of that fituation. They have been ſet 
forth with fo much eloquence and feeling by the noble Lords who 
oppoſe this bill, that no words of mine could heighten the deſerip- 
tion. But I aſk, can noble Lords imagine, that the forecaſt of 
theſe ſufferings, which they contemplate with ſuch pangs of commi- 
ſcration in a third perſon, will have no effect upon the mind of the 
woman herſelf, to deter. her from thoſe criminal indulgences, by which 
ſhe would be involved in them? Then, my Lords, for the ſe- 


ducer, who probably, as the law is underſtood, palliates his guilty 


project to his own mind, with the intention uf making the lady his 
own wife, if they ſhould be detected, and a divorce ſhould take 
place; will it be no reftraint upon him, when the law tells him, 
« You ſhall not be at liberty to give her this protection to make 
even this imperfect reparation of her honour ?” That a divorced 
wife, by marriage with her ſeducer, is reinſtated in the character 
and rank which ſhe held in ſociety as a virtuous woman, is certainly 
not the caſe. However, ſhe is brought into a ſituation of tolerable 
eaſe, in which ſhe finds it not difficult to forego the enjoyment of 
that caſt of ſociety from which ſhe is excluded. Will it be no 
reſtraint upon her lover, when the law tells him, „It ſhall not be 
in your power to raiſe her, even this ſtep, above the condition of 
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abſolute ſcorn and infamy ? You ſhall not be allowed to confer upon 
her te name of wife? 

Noble Lords ſay, No; this will be no reftraint vpon his paſ- 
ſions : it will be an incentive. Noble Lords ſay, that it never is in 
the contemplation of a ſeducer to marry the woman upon whom 
his arts ſuccced : that no man, of his own goud liking and free 
will, marries the woman he has corrupted ; that the marriage is a 
matter of dire neceTrty, which the imperious laws of gailantry, 
it ſeems, impoſe u,vn him: and, extricated from the ſhackles of 
thoſe laws, by the operation of our bill, he will purſue his baſe pur- 

ſes with leſs ſcruple and heſitation. 

My Lords, I really think this man of gallantry is very ill treated 
by his noble friends. My Lords, I gave him, under the impulſe 
of a criminal paſſion, ſome portion however of the feelings of a 
man, ſome ſhare in the ſentiments of a gentleman. His noble 
friends turn him into a downright hog. For, my Lords, there re- 
mains nothing but bare unqualified ſenſuality to be the incitement 
to the conduct which they impute to him. My Lords, I really 
believe that neither this bill, nor any other you can frame, will 
reſtrain the paſſions of this ſwiniſh ſeducer. But, frequent as the 
crime of adultery is, I hope, my Lords, that theſe ſwiniſh ſeducers 
are very few in number, My Lords, when we have ſpoken of 
connivance and colluſion on the part of the huſband, which we be- 
lieve to be very common, noble Lords on the other fide have ex 
claimed, What! do you think huſbands are ſo baſe ? Your ſup- 
poſition is a libel on the charaQer of the Engliſh gentleman.” My 
Lords, I te l thoſe noble Lords, their ſuppoſition is the libel on the 
character of the Engliſh gentleman. Though I cannot conſent to 
couple the epithet of honourable with the appellation of adulterer, 
yet I am confident the ſwiniſh adulterer is a very rare character 
indeed among my countrymen ; and on any but that character 
this bill will be a powerful reſtraint. 

And now, my Lords, with reſpe to the ſituation of the divorced 
adultreſs under the operation of this bill, it will unqueſtionably 
be a ſituation of extreme degradation and affliction. Yet it is not 
a hardſhip brought upon her by this bill. She brings herſelf to it 
by her crime : and the bill only ſays, that ſhe (hall not be allowed 
to exiricate herſelf from it, by the very completion of a guilty pro- 
jet. And if this reſtriction be a puniſhment — for one that will 
aclualiy incur the puniſhment, 1 will be ſaved by the terror 
of the example. 

But noble Lords ſay, the ſituation of the fallen woman will be 

ſuch as muſt drive her to abſulute deſperation ; ; render repentance, 
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and the reformation of her life, impaſſible ; and exclude her from 


alt hopes of future mercy. 


My Lords, that ſhe cannot, in the prefent world, recover her 


FAtuation in ſociety, I admit; but I conceive that very circum- 


tance, the mortified and folitary ſtate to which ſhe will be con- 
demned, will be the ſureſt means of bringing her to deep reflec- 
tion; through reflection, to repentance ; through repentance, to 
pardon. If the has any ſenſe of religion remaining in her mind, 
{and God forbid I ſhould ſuppoſe it totally extinguiſhed !) the leſs 
ihe has. of comfort and countenance in the world, with the more 
earneſtneſs ſhe will turn herſelf to God. She is ſurely more likely 
to repent in a ſtate of retirement and ſolitude, than elaſped in the 
arms of her ſeducer, and ſharing with him in gaiety and pleaſure, 
Do noble Lords conceive that the repentance of a tinner is im- 
peded by the puniſhments applied to his crimes by the ſecular ma- 
giſtrate * My Lords, my opinion is far otherwiſe. I have not the 
leaſt doubt that ſevere laws, and a ſevere exccution of the laws, 
have often been the beginning at leaſt of a complete radical reform 
in minds too depraved and hardened to be wrought upon by any 
other means. I have no doubt, that many of the 'worſt criminals, 
that die by the hand of the executioner, are brought, by the ſen- 
tence which they ſuffer here, to a deep ſenſe of their crimes, and to 
that repentance which will avail them in the laſt day. My Lords, 
this is the preſumption of our forms of law ; this is the opinion of 
the church. According to the received forms of law, the judge 
never pronounces ſentence of death upon a criminal, but he adds, 
« "The Lord have mercy on your ſoul !” which would be a wicked 
mockery on the man's dreadful fituation, if his ſoul were utterly 
without hope of mercy. The church appoints a clergyman to at- 
tend the condemned malefactor, in the interval between ſentence 
and execution, to prepare him for death, and to affiſt him in mak- 
ing his peace with God. And if he gives ſigns of genuine repen- 
tance, the church ſo much relies on the acceptance of that repen- 
tance, that ſhe permits him to be admitted to the ſacrament. Thus 
dying by the ſtroke of vindictive juſtice, he dies in the peace and 


. cammunion of the church; he dies a reconciled penitent, in the 


hope of final pardon. My Lords, were the caſe btherwiſe, 
I know not upon what principle capital puniſhments could be 


_ juſtified in a Chriſtian country. For a ſentence. of death would 
be...a . ſentence. of much more than death; an anticipation of 


the dreadful ſentence to everlaſting rie Now, my Lords, 
G04 forbid that I ſhould deny, to theſe unfortunate women, 


| the .comfoit of: that. hope which, I « extend to the very work of 
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malefactors. I doubt not, but that numbers of them will be 
brought to repentance and to mercy. But I contend, that the re- 
ſtraints laid upon them by this bill, will be the moſt likely means to 
awaken them to repentance. So that this ſeverity, in its effect, is 
mercy. | 

My Lords, you have been addreſſed as fathers. You have been 
entreated not to be ſevere againſt thoſe infirmities of our coramon 
nature from which your own daughters, with all the advantages of 
high breeding, cannot be exempt. My Lords, I call upon you as 
fathers. I demand of you, not connivance at the ſhame, but pro- 
tection of the innocence and honour of your daughters. A father 
may have many daughters. If one of theſe is betrayed by the in- 
firmities of our common nature, how is the father to protect the ho- 
nour of the reſt ? Will he think its ſecurity too dearly bought by 
the ſufferings of the guilty ? How is it to be ſecured at all, if this 
guilt is generally to eſcape with impunity ? But, my Lords, I ad- 
dreſs you not as fathers individually. I fay, that the innocence of 
daughters is a matter in which fathers ought to make a common 
cauſe ; and the feelings of the individual muſt be ſacrificed, when 
the occaſion requires it, to the common intereſt. 

My Lords, once more I conjure you to remember, that juſtice, 
not compaſſion for the guilty, is a great principle of legiſlation, 
Yet, my Lords, your compaſſion may find worthy objects. Turn, 
my Lords, your merciful regards to the illuſtrious ſuppliants pro- 
ſtrate, at this moment, at your Bar ; conjugal fidelity ; domeſtic 
happineſs ; public manners ; the virtue of the ſex. Theſe, my 
Lords, are the ſuppliants now kneeling before you, and imploring 
the protection of your wiſdom and your juſtice. 

Lord MULGRAVE repeated all his ſtrong points againſt the 
bill, and contended, that it would deprive women. of all hopes of 
being reſtored to ſome degree of ſociety by a life of exemplary con- 
duct and repentance ; that it would drive them to proſtitution or 
deſperation, while it would encourage the ſeducer to proceed in his 
guilty career, as he would no longer be bound in honour to marry 
the woman whom he had ſeparated. from all the enjoyments of life; 
and therefore it would be equally injurious to juſtice and hu- 
manity, | | | 
His Lordſhip's argument at length will be found page 617 et ſeg.] 

Lord GRENVILLE ſaid, that after the very able manner in 
which the bill had been defended, he ſhould not have troubled their 
Lordſhips with any obſervations, if he were not afraid that his 
ſilenee on a ſubjed in which he found himſelf ſo highly intereſted, 
might be conſtrued into an acquieſcence in the objections which 
Vor. XI. 4 Y 
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had been urged againſt it. There were, however, but a very few 
points to which he would ſhortly call the attention of their Lord- 
ſhips.” He differed widely from his noble friend (Lord Mulgrave) 
in the application he thought proper to make of the word honour ; 
for he could not allow that there was any ſuch thing as an honour- 


able ſeducer; and a man was much deceived if he ſuppoſed that he 


ſatisfied his own honour, or that of the woman he degraded, by 
afterwards marrying her. With regard to the legal and religious 
points of the queſtion, he would certainly refer to the opinions of 
thoſe who make law and religion their profeſſion and their ſtudy ; 
and he never knew his noble friend ſo- much out of his place, as 
when he ſtood there contending in legal conſtrudion with a noble 
and learned Judge, and in religious diſputes with a Right Reverend 
Prelate. He reminded him of the pedant who read lectures to 
Hannibal upon the art of war. Much ſtreſs had been laid upon 
the conduct of ladies in Roman Catholic and other countries, who 
indulged in voluptuouſneſs and diſſipation, becauſe they knew that 
ſuch things were generally overlooked, and that they were not likely 
thereby either to be divorced or degraded from that rank which 
they held in ſociety. But in his eſtimation this argument made 
ſtrongly in favour of the meaſure ; for as the ſame profligacy did 
not prevail here, it ſhewed that women were not unmindful of the 
conſequences that were to follow their tranſgreſſion; and it would 
be vain to argue, that, as theſe conſequences were multiplied, they 
would not be proportionably more circumſpeaA in their behaviour, 
It was alſo urged, that ladies who were once guilty of infidelity, 
had no other means of returning to the patch of virtue or good mo- 
rals, than by marrying the very perſons who had diſhonourably ſe- 
duced them. He was ſure that he could put a variety of caſcs, 
where his noble friend would not, as a Moraliſt or a Chriſtian, 
hold out ſuch a doctrine to an offending woman. If there was no 
other alternative, he would aſk, what was to become of the woman 
whoſe ſeducer ſhould die before the divorce was obtained? What 
would be the ſituation of the unhappy woman, whom her ſeducer, 
after gratifying himſelf, would not conſent to marry? Or what 
return was there for the woman who, which not unfrequently was 
the caſe, had been ſeduced by a married man? The only way in 
which ſuch a ſeducer could make compenſation, as it was called, to 
the adultreſs, was to contrive a divorce from his lawful wife—2 
kind of compenſation thar would lead to multiplied tranſgreſſions. 
Upon the whole, the only reſtriction in this bill was to prevent any 
marriage between the offending woman and the ſedueer who de- 


graded her, 
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Lord MULGRAVE ſaid a few words in explanation. 

The queſtion was then put on the third reading, when 
Houſe divided — 
48 ; Proxies, 29——77, 
Not Contents, 41; Proxies, 28 


69 


Majority, 8 


The bill was then read a third time and paſſed. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Friday, May 23. 


The bill for improving the port of London was read a third 
time. Several clauſes were brought up by Mr. ArBoT and the 
ATTORNEY GENERAL, on which the Houſe went into a Com- 
mittee ; and the clauſes being adopted and read a third time, were 
added to the bill by way of rider. The bill, thus amended, paſſed, 
and was ordered to the Lords. 6 

Mr. Chancellor PirtT (at the Bar) preſented an account of the 
treaty entered into with the Elector of Bavaria, concluded on the 
16th March 1800, and of the expence of the ſubſidy entered into 
with that Prince, which was brought up and laid on the table. 

An account was preſented of the value of all imports into, and 
all exports from, Great Britain, for fourteen years ending the 5th - 
day of January 1800, diſtinguiſhing each year; and diſtinguiſhing 
the value of imports from the Eaſt Indies and China, from the 
value of all other imports ; and diſtinguiſhing the value of Britiſh 
produce and manufactures exported, from the value of foreign arti- 
cles exported ; together with the difference between the official 
value and the declared value of Britiſh produce and manufaQures 
exported in the year ending the 5th of January 18290. 

Mr. Chancellor PiTT moved the order of the day for a Com- 
mittee of the whole Houſe, to conſider of His Majeſty's moſt gra- 
cious meſſage reſpecting the Union betwixt this country and 
Ireland. 

Mr. W1LBERFORCE Hind preſented a petition from the filk 
manufaQurers of Coventry againit the ſcale of the countervailing 
duties as applicable to the filk manufacture. It was referred to the 
ſaid Committee ; to which alſo, on the motion of Mr. Pitt, was 
referred the table of countervailing duties preſented on a formey 
day by Mr. Roſe. 

The Houſe having then gone into the Committee, 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that as the papers with regard to 
the countervailing duties meant to be laid on the table were very 


every Member muſt be intimately acquainted with their contents, 
and he ſhould only waſte the time of the Committee by trying to 
explain them. He was happy to ſay, that ſcarcely any objection 
had been made to the propoſed regulations, and that they had 
given very general ſatisfaction. To this there was one exception, 
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as the petition now preſented evinced. The broad baſis on which 
the regulations were framed was to impoſe a countervailing duty 
equal to the drawback formerly given upon goods exported to fo- 
reign countries. No plan could have been deviſed more juſt and 
equitable, or leſs calculated to excite jealouſy and diſcontent. He 
was contident that the fears of the filk manufacturers were ground- 
leſs and imaginary. We had an advantage of three per cent. in 
exporting filk to Ireland; and with that advantage, joined to the 
many others that we poſſeſs, could there be a doubt that our filk 
manufactures would continue to flouriſh as before? If the coun- 
tervailing duties were to be raiſed here, they would likewiſe be ad- 
vanced in Ireland in an equal proportion; and as we export much 
more than we can poſſibly import, it was much bettc: that the du- 
ties ſhould be fixed as propoſed. The alarm of the petitioners 
could ariſe from nothing but national prejudice and commercial jca- 
loufy. It was for the advantage of the empire, and for every part 
ot it, that the intercourſe between its ſeveral diſtricts ſhould be as 
free and unreſtrained as poſſible. | | | 

Mr. W. BIRD ſaid, he had no doubt that a limited quantity of 
filk manufactures would continue to be exported to Ireland ; but 
thought that the duty on the importation of ſilk manufaRures from 
Ireland ſhould be conſiderably raiſed, as many branches of our own 
trade would otherwiſe be ruined. Iriſh filks were now ſmuggled 
into this country, and would be brought over in large quantities if 
their importation ſhould be ſanctioned by the Legiſlature. : 

Mr. Chancellor PITT atked, whether, when we now outſold 
Ireland in her own market, it was very probable that ſhe would out- 
ſell us in ours? No ſhock to capital or to trade could be given by 
the propoſed regulation; and where that was the caſe, all reſtrie- 
tions and prohibitions were impolitic and abſurd. 

Mr. W. BIRD maintained that the regulations, if carried into 
effect, would be the cauſ2 of very ſerious miſchief. He did not fee 
why an Iriſh manufacturer might not underſell us both in the foreign 
market and our own, when the-price of labour was there ſo much 
lower, and taxes were ſo much more inconſiderable. / 

Mr. Chancellor PITT replied, that there could be no principle 
more-fallacious than that the poor country is in a better ſituation for 
carrying on manufactures than one that is opulent. It was con- 
trary to reaſon, and contradicted by uniform experience. If Ire- 


land x ere likely to rival us in foreign markets, ſhe could not be 


prevented from doing ſo by any domeſtic arrangements. But, when ſhe 


has never done ſo when ſhe has never even exported any to foreign 


of y. 
coun 
firſt 
N 
as to 
this 
to ip 
Nate 
wiſhe 
the F 
28 a 
was 1 
as it 
He d 
fore, 
provi 


now 

the f. 
hic! 
which 


Mar 23. DERATES. 719 


countries, could it be ſuppoſed that ſhe would now ruin our com- 
merce abroad ? 

Mr. TIERNEY allowed that the poor country was not likely to 
outſell the rich one; but it would be rather hard to perſuade him 
that that country was unfavourably ſituated for commerce, whoſe 
capital was moderate, whoſe labour was plenty and cheap, and whoſe 
taxes were low and unoppreſſive. Though there was no ground 


for immediate apprehenſion, it ought to be remembered that theſe 


regulations were to be in force for twenty years, before the end of 
which period circumſtances would probably have materially changed. 
It certainly would be proper to wait two or three days, that more 
information might be obtained upon this ſubject. 
Mr. Chancellor PITT could fee no cauſe for delay. The 
paper had already been ſeveral weeks in the hands of gentlemen ; 
and they had had an ample opportunity of making themſelves maſ- 
ters of every thing contained in it. 

The reſolution was then put and agreed to. The Houſe was 
reſumed, and the report ordered to be brought up on Monday. 

The amended Income-Tax bill was read a ſecond time ; and 
after a ſuggeſtion on the part of Mr. W. Smith, that this, with the 
two as of laſt ſeſſion, ſhould be conſolidated into one bill, it was 


ordered to be committed on Monday. 


Mr. Syaw LErtvRe brought up the Report of the Committee 
of yeſterday on Monaſtic Communities being permitted in this 
country under certain regulations. The reſolutious being read a 
firſt time, and the queſtion being put for reading them a ſecond, 

Mr. SECRETARY at WAR ſaid, it was owing to a miſtake 
as to the day on which his honourable friend was to have brought 
this ſubject forward, that he had not come to the Houſe yeſterday 
to ſpeak againſt it ; for, if he had been in the Houſe, he ſhould have 
ſtated ſome difference from the opinions entertained by thoſe who 
wiſhed for theſe regulations. He thought the meaſure now before 
the Houſe unneceſſary, and conſequently improper. This he ſtated 
as a general ground againſt it; for he was of opinion, that whatever 
was unneceſſary was improper to be agreed to by the Legiſlature ; 
as it was a maxim, „ that the Legiſlature did nothing in vain.” — 
He did not feel any danger to this country from Popety; and there- 
fore, what he did not recognize as a danger, he would not think of 
providing againſt with any thing like a remedy.. In ſhort this bill, 
now about to be introduced into the Houſe, was a: new inſtanceof | 
the facility of Legiſlation when there was no evil to remove; 
which, he thought, ſhould never take place, be the ſubject on 
which it treated great or ſmall, real or imaginary, temporary or 
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perrranent. Unleſs ſome evil was proved to exiſt, which ſuch 
Parliamentary meaſure tended to remove, any interference was im- 
proper. He believed that this bill had no other recommendation 
than that it would do no harm; but before the Houſe entertained 
cis bill, there ſhould be evidence that it would do ſome good. His 
-objeAion, however, was chiefly that the meaſurc was unneceſſary; 
nat being quite ſure, by the way, that it would do no miſchief, he 
meant by giving ſanctian to a jealouſy which he had much rather ſee 
going to ſleep, than rifing up again after ſo long an interval of reſt. 
He did not know that it was creditable to the Church of England to 
acknowledge there was ſuch a danger ; he did not think that this 
was the way to provide againſt it, if there was. This he was pre- 
-parcd to have ſaid the other day : he found, however, that there 
wert many gentlemen who thought very differently from him on 
this ſubject; but, coneciving that there really was no evil, he 
wiſhed that no remedy ſhould be attempted to be applied, and 
upon this ſubject poſſibly he might have ſomething to ſubmit here- 
after. Now that he was about it, he would juſt take notice of a 
elauſe in the reſolutions which amounted to a prohibition of admit- 
ting others into the ſociety of Catholics here taken notice of : when 
the number diminiſhed, that appeared to him to be a harſh mea- 
ſure. That thoſe who had paſſed their noviciate in other ſocieties, 
and were men, whether we approved of their religious tenets or not, 
againſt whoſe morals there was nothing to object, ſhould be excluded 
by law from any ſociety in this country, was unfair. Thinking 
this harſh, -and thinking there was nothing to fear on account of 
Popery, he thought this meaſure unneceſſary, and therefore impro- 
per; and that was all he had to ſay upon the ſubject for the preſent. 
Sir H. MILDMAY ſaid, he did not agree with his right ho- 
nourable friend as to the neceſſity of this meaſure ; and he begged 
leave to ſay it appeared to him to be an important one. He 
thought it was important to prevent the difſeminating among our 
"young men and-women the principles which lead to monaſtic life, 
and excluſion from ſocial intercourſe. He thought it important to 
provide by law againſt a permanent eſtabliſhment of 5000 Catholic 
prieſts in this country, to influence our children, and to diſſeminate 
_ "among all ranks Roman Catholic doQrines, without controul.— 
Nor could he agree with his right honourable friend upon the pro 
priety. of admitting Catholies who had paſſed their noviciate elſc- 
where, He deelined nn the Ry em n this ſub- 
_ atprefent. 
Mr. JONES 4265 that he differed fo the EIN at War 
upon this, as well as upon many other ſubjeAs, fo widely, that he 
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ſaw but little chance of their agreeing at all. He thought there 
was danger to be apprehended from too many Catholie Prieſts re- 
maining among us: he had hopes that the meaſure now before the 
Houſe would remove the evil; but he knew the effect which might 
be produced by the powerful eloquence of the Secretary at War? 
upon that ſubject, the Houſe had an inſtance on the Bull. baiting 
bill; but he hoped the Secretary at War would not confider this as 
a Nun: baiting bill, and oppoſe it as he did the other; 

The reſolutions were then read and agreed to, and a bill was or- 
dered to be brought in, in purſuance of them. et, 

Mr. Chancellor PITT moved, that the order of the day for 
going into a Committee to conſider further of a ſupply granted to 
His Majeſty, be now read: which being done, he moved, ** That 
His Majeſty's meſſage reſpecting the ſhips at Mogadore be referred 
to the Committee of Supply, as well as a former report on that 
ſubject preſented to the Houſe.” — Ordered, 

The Houſe having reſolved itſelf into a Committee of the whole 
Houſe, 

Mr. Chancellor PITT moved, „That a ſum not exceedi 
41,400]. be applied to the ſatis faction of parties intereſted, for the 
loſs they may have ſuſtained from the deſtruction of the ſhips the 
Aurora, the Mentor, and the Lark, as preſented to the Houſe in 
April laſt.” — Granted. | | 

Mr. ROSE preſented to the Houſe a paper intituled, A re- 
turn to an order of the Honourable Houſe of Commons, dated 
22d January 1800, for “ an account, ſhewing how the public 
monies remaining in the receipt of the Exchequer on the 5th 
day of January 1799, together with the monies paid into the 
ſame during the year ending the 5th of January 1800, and 
the monies paid out of the net produce of the revenues of 
the ſaid year in anticipation of the Exchequer receipt, together 
with the amount of the Exchequer, Navy, and Tranſport bills 
ifſued and not redeemed during the ſaid year, have been actually 
applied ; diſtinguiſhing the total amount of the'ſums applied to the 
following heads of ſervice: 1. The intereſt of the public funded 
debt, together with the charges of management, the ſums applicable 
to its reduction, the uſual grant for the ſame purpoſe, and intereſt 
for the debt upon Imperial loans. 2. The intereſt on Exchequer 
bills, 3. The Civil Liſt. 4. The other charges on the Conſoli- 
dated Fund, ſpecifying the amount -of thoſe incurred for courts of 
Juſtice, mint, penſions, ſalaries, and allowances and bounties. 5. 
The Civil Government of - Scotland. 6. The other payments in 
anticipation of the Exchequer receipt, ſpecifying the amount of theſs. 
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incurred for penſions, bounties, and militia and deſerters' warrants. 
7. The Navy, ſpecifying the amount of monies reſpectively paid 
for ſalaries to the Admiralty, Navy, and Navy Pay Offices, for 
wages, bounty, flag pay, half pay, and penſions ; for dock-yards, 
building of ſhips, ſtores, pilotage, and contingencies ; for the marines, 
for the victualling, for the fick and wounded, for tranſports, and 
for priſoners of war in health. 8. The Ordnance, ſpecifying the 
amount of monies paid for ſervices at home and abroad reſpectively, 
9. The Army, ſpecifying the amount of monies paid on account of 
the ordinary ſervices; viz. for regulars, fencibles, militia, invalids, 
and volunteer corps, for barracks, for ſtaff officers and officers of 
_ garriſons, for half pay, for widows' penſions, for Chelſea hoſpital, 
for foreign corps, for exchequer fees, and for pay of public offices ; 
ſpecifying alſo the amount of monies paid to the extraordinary ſer- 
vices of the army, and the principal articles thereof. 10. Loans, 
remittances and advances to other countries, ſpecifying the total 
amount paid to them reſpeQively. 11. Miſcellaneous ſervices, 
ſpecifying the amount of the monies paid for ſervices at home and 
abroad reſpectively: And laſtly, ſpecifying the amount of any pub- 


lic monies applied to other public ſervices, if any, not herein before 


enumerated.” — And alſo, 

A paper, referred to in the ſaid return, intituled Appendix 
E. 3. an account of the amount of bounties paid in England and 
Scotland out of the public revenue, between the 5th January 
1799, and the 5th - January 1800, being payments in the nature 
of -anticipations of Exchequer receipt.” 

Ordered, That the ſaid papers do lie upon the table, to be per- 
uſed by the Members of the Houſe ; and that ſuch a number of 
copies of the ſaid papers be printed, as ſhall be ſufficient for the uſe 
of the Members. 


END OF THE ELEVENTH VOLUME. 1 
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NEW PUBLICATIONS, 


Printed for J. DEBRETT, oppsfite Burlington Houſe, Piccadilly. 
HE ASIATIC ANNUAL REGISTER ; or a VIEW of the HISTOR V 


of HINDUSTAN, and of the POLITICS, COMMERCE, and LITERATURE 
ot ASIA, for the Year 1799. In One very large Volume, Octavo, containing upwards of 


ONE THOUSAND pages. Dedicated, by permiſhon, to the Right Hon. HENRY 
DUNDAS, one of His Majeſty's Principal Secretanes of State, and Preſident of the Board 
of Commiſſioners ſor the Atfairs of India; and also, by permiſſion, to the Honourable the 
COURT of DIRECTORS of the UNITED EAST INDIA COMPANY. To 


be continued annually. 


TRAVFLS IN UPPER AND LOWER EGYPT ; undertaken by order of the 
Old Government of France. By C. S. Soxn1x1,. Member of ſeveral Sgentific 
aud Luerary Societies; and formerly an officer and Engineer in the French Navy. II- 
luitated by Engravirgs, conſiſting of Portraits, Views, Antiquities, Plants, Animals, 
&c, drawn on the ſpot, under the Author's inſpection; to which is ſubjoined a Map of 
the Country. Tranflated from the French. With a Preface and Appendix by the 
Tranſlator, and a copious Itdex The Plates, which are engraved by Landſeer 
Milton, Anker Smith, Watts, a1 d ] Cooke, comprehend all thoſe given in the original 


Work, with an additional View, now firſt publiſhed, of a celebrated Turkiſh Moſque, 
and part of the Delta. 


wove Paper. 2/. 125. 6d. 


Setting aſide the ſtrong bias of republican zeal, our author merits the applauſe of 
the learued of every country, for the information he communicates to the Public on a 
variety of curious and uſeful ſubjects that have no connexion with politics. In Orni- 
thology, in Ichthyology, in Zoology, in Botany, and in Chemiſtry, he exceeds all the tra- 
vellers to this country, his predeceſſors; and finally, as a moral philoſopher, his 
remarks are judicious, energetic, and ſo worthy.of attention, that we ſhall be ſurpriſed 
it the modern ſyſtem of literary pillaging is not practiſed, to form a ſelection from this 
volume of {entences, under the title ot SONNINIANA:s Let us now proceed to a candid 
analyſis of a work ot the firſt o1der of merit, in the original, and which we affirm and 
can maintain to be correctly tranſlated. European Magazine, February 1850. 


An HISTORICAL and POLITICAL VIEW .of the DECCAN, South pf the 
KISTNAH ; including a Sketch of the Extent and Revenue of the Mysox EAN Po- 
MIN1ONS as poſſeſſed by Trexroo SULTAUN at the commencement of the War in 
1799. Second Edition. With an Appendix, ſhewing the Alterations which have mop» 
pened in the Finances and Relative Condition of that Prince, in conſequence of the 
Partition Treaty concluded in 1792, and ſubſequently to the preſent Time. Preceded 


by a Refutation of ſome Strictures publiſhed on the Accuracy of the Revenue States 
ments, By James GRANT, Eſq. 15. 64d. 


NARRATIVE of the SHIPWRECK of the JUNO on the COAST of ARACAN, 
and of the Singular Preſervation of Fourteen af her Company on the Wreck, without 
Food, during a Period of Twenty-three Days; in a Letter to his Father, the Rev. 
Thomas Mackey, Miniſter of Lairg, Sutherlandſhire. By WILLI A MACKAY, late 
Second Officer of the Ship. The Fourth Edition, with Notes and Illuſtrations. 25. 


ORIENTAL DRAWINGS, by Capt. CuAx TES Gold of the Detachment of Royal 
Artillery, lately ſerving in India. Conſiſting of Twelve Numbers, each containing 
four plates, coloured after Nature, with explanatory leiter preſs. 105. 6d. | 

Well India for thy purpoſe do, 
More reſpe& at teaſt—there's ſomething new. 
A harmleſs people, in whom nature ſpeaks, 
Free and untainted amongſt whom ſatire ſeeks, 
But vainly ſeeks, ſo ſimply plain their hearts, 
One boſom where to lodge her poiſon'd darts. 

1. State Church Brahmin, follower of Viche. | | 

2. Female Devotee of the Gentoo caſt, | 

3- Coollics at dinner on the road, | 

4 Village Church, and Indians worſhipping Polyar. 

8 Church Brahmin, follower of Seeva. 

+ Sepoy of Tippoo Sultaun's regular infantry. . ' 

7+ Female Brahmins carrying water from the well. 

8. Mauſoleum of a Mahommedan of rank. 
9. A Pandaroo doing penance with an iron grate round his neck. 
10, An Elephant employed in forwarding a piece of heavy artillery. 

11. Native officer, ſepoy; and ſepoy recruit of, the Madras eftabliſhment, 
12. A tank for ſupplying water in the dry ſeaſon. 


Churchill, 


In one very large Volume, 4to, elegantly priuted on fine yellow . 
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W BOOKS PAINTED rok J. DEBRETT: 
EPITOME of the ANCIENT HISTORY of PERSIA, extracted and tranſlated from 
the Janan Ara, a Perian — by Sir William Oulcley, LL. D. elegantly 
ute in one volume, and auſtrace with a Map, aud other Engravings: 75. in 

rd. ; | Fs 

- The ORIENTAL COLLECTIONS: conſiſting of OGL Es8avs and Ditses.. 
rarions, TRANSLATIONS, and MisCELLangousPartas; illuſtrating the Hiſtory and 
Antiquities, the Arts, Sciences, and Literature of Aſia, 4to. By SirWiLLtan Ovstiey, 


LL.D. No. 3 and 4 of Vol. I. and the four Numbers of Vol. II. 108. 6d. each Number, 
. „ The two Volumes, complete, 4! 4s. in boards, 


PERSIAN MISCELLANIES: an Eſſay to facilitate the reading of PENSIAN Manu. 
3$CRKIPTS; with engraved Specimens, Philological Obſervations, and Notes Critical and 
Hiſtorical. By Sir William Ouſeley, LL. B. to. al, 25. in boards. 


The PERSIAN INTERPRETER, in three parts. A Grammar of the Pnrxg:tay 
Lancuacass. PEiraian EXTRACTS, in PROSE and VERSE: A VocaBuLARY Pix. 
$1AN and ExcGLisn4, Byhe Reverend Epwaro Mois zs, A. M. 4to. 


SELECT ODES, PERSIAN and ENGLISH, from the Poet Hariz, tranſlated into 
ngliſh Verſe, with Notes Critical and Explanatory. By Joux Norr, 410. 


MACKENZIE's SKETCH of the WAR with TIPPOO SULTAUN; or a Detail of 
the Military Operations, from the Commencement of Hoſtilities at the Lines of Tia. 
vancore, to the Peace concluded before Seringapatam. Accympanied by Notes from 
the original Orders of the Company, Board of Control, and Governor General, z vols, 
gto. 21. 2. The ſccond volume may be had ſeparate. 3 

% Mackenzie's Narrative is conducted with impartiality and fidelity, and the Notes 
are often very intereſting. The whole forms a curious detail of the War which has ter. 
minated favourable to the increaſe of Britiſh influence in India. - Monthly Review. 


BRITISH INDIA ANALYZED. The Provincial and Revenue Eſtabliſhments of 
Tirroo SULTAUN, ard of Mahommedan and Britiin conquerors in Hindiſtan, ſtated 
and conſidered, By the Right Honourable CuanLies GAZVIIII, g vols. 8vo; boards. 


INSTITUTES of HINDU LAW; or the ORDINANCES of MENU, according to the 
Gross of Curtuca; With a Preface by Sir WII LIAN Jonts, 8vo. 65. 


JONES's GRAMMAR of the PERSIAN LANGUAGE, The fourth edition, 
bound, 135. | 

RICHARDSON's PERSIAN, ARABIC, and ENGLISH DICTIONARY. 3 vols. 
folio. , 


HADLEY's GRAMMAR of the CURRENT CORRUPT DIALECT of HINDU. 
STAN (commonly called Moors); with a Vocabulary; Engliſh and Moors, Moors and 
Engliſh, 8vo. bound, 75. 6d. | 


- DALRYMPLE's ORIENTAL REPERTORY ; all that ate publiſhed, 
— —— CHARTS nd PLANsS, with Directions 
CARLYLE's SPECIMEN of ARABIAN POETRY, 4to. boards, 16s. 


The ALCORAN of MAHOMMED. Tranſlated from the original Arabic; with 
otes and Annotations. - By G. Sale, Gent. 16s. 


The FORMSof HERKERN, ARABIC and ENGLISH, with an Index of Arabis 
Words, explained and arrauged under their proper Roots. 4to. 18s; 


KINDERSLEY's SPECIMENS of HINDU LITERATURE}; being Tranſlations 
&c. from the Tamoul Language. 8vo. boards, 6s. 


WILKINS's TRANSLATION of the HEETOPADES of VESHONOO SARMA, in- 
terſperſed with Moral, Prudential, and Political Maxims. Tranſlated from the Sanſcrit 
Language. $vo. boards. 


HISTORICAL VIEW of PLANS for the GOVERNMENT of BRITISH INDIA, 
1 vol. 4to. boards, 11. f,. | i 

The Authorities, upon which the whole of this Detail reſts, have been obtained either 
from the Records of the Cempany, from the Archives of the State, or from the Com- 
munications of thoſe whoſe official and local knowledge qualify them to aid their couu- 
try upon this important occaſion. It alſo , the great outlines in the Hiltory 
- the Aſiatic Territories of Great Britain, and is not only particularly intereſting at 
this day, but may at all times be conſulted as an authentic Record of what is mot in- 
tereſting to Great Britain in the Hiſtory and Situation of Hinduſtan, judiciouſly and 
clearly arranged, and preſented to the conceptions and underſtandings of men in that 
ptrſpicuous and ſimple manner, which, in a Compoſition that has for its object lnſtrucy 
tion, not Amuſement, is not only the molt uſeſul quality, but, in fact, the greatck 
ornament. - 
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